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To Mr.HenryDavis, Bookfeller, 
in London.

Abergavenny, Aug. 4;

Respected Sir;

1HAVE received your efleemed favour of 

the 13th ultimo, whereby it appeareth, 
that you have perufed thofe fame Letters, 
which were delivered unto you by my friend 
the reverend Mr. Hugo Bhen; and I am pleaf- 
ed to find you think they may be printed with 
a good profpeCl of fuccefs; in as much as the 
objections you mention, I humbly conceive, 
are fuch as may be redargued, if not entirely 
removed.------ And, firfl, in the firfl place, as 
touching what profecutions may arife from 
printing the private correfpondence of perfons 
flill living, give me leave, with all due fubmif- 
fion, to obferve, that the Letters in queflion 
Were not written and fent under the feal of 
fecr«cy, that they have no tendency to the 
mala fama., or prejudice of any perfon what- 
foever j tutj rather to the information and edi
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fication of mankind: fo that it becometh a fort 
of duty to promulgate them in ufum publicum. 
Befides, I have confulted Mr. Davy Higgins, 
an eminent attorney of this place, who, after 
due infpecftion and confideration, declareth, 
That he doth not think the faid Letters contain 
any matter which will be held adionable in 
the eve of the law. Finally, if you and I 
fhould come to a right nnderftanding, I do de
clare in verbo facer dot is, that, in cafe of any 
fuch profecution, I will take the whole upon ‘ 
my own fhoulders, even quoad fine and im- 
prifonment, though, I muft confefs, I fhould 
not care to undergo flagellation: Tam ad 
turpitudinem, quam ad amaritudinem, poena 
fpetfans-------Secondly, concerning the per
sonal refentment of Mr. Juftice Lifmahago, I 
may fay, non flocci facio—I would not wil
lingly vilipend any Chriftian, if, peradventure, • 
he deferveth that epithet: albeit, ! am much 
furprifed that more care is not taken to exclude 
from the commiflion all fuch vagrant foreigners 
as may be juftly fufpeded of difaffetflion to 
our happy conftitution, in church and ftate— 
God forbid that I fhould be fo uncharitable, as 
to affirm pofitively, that ’the faid Lifmahago is 
no better than a Jefuit in difguife; but this I 
will aflert and maintain, totis viribus, that, 
from the day he qualified, he has never been 
once feen intra templi parietes, that is to fay, 
within the parilh church.

Thirdly,
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Thirdly, with refped to what pafled at Mt. 
Kendal’s table, when the faid Lifmahago was 
fo brutal in bis reprehenfions, I niuft inform v 
you, my good Sir, that I was obliged to retire, 
not by fear arifing from his minatory reproa
ches, which, as I faid above, I value not of a 
rufh; but from the hidden effed produced by 
a barbel’s row, which I had.eden at dinner, 
not knowing, that the faid row is at certain 
feafons violently cathartic, as Galen obferveth 
in his chapter

Fourthly, andlahly, with reference to the 
manner in which I got pofleflion of thefe Let
ters, it is a circumftance that concerns my own 
confidence only; fufficeth it to fay, I have ful
ly fatisfied the parties in whofe cuftody they 
were; and, by this time, I hope I have allo 
fatisfied you in fuch ways, that the laft hand 
may be put to our agreement, and the work 

• proceed with all convenient expedition; in 
which hope I red,

refpeded Sir, 

your very humble fervant,

Jonathan Dustwich. v

A3 P. S.



P. s. I purpofe, Deo volent e] to* have’the 
pleafnre of feeing you in the great city, 
towards All hallow-tide, when I Ihall be 
glad to treat with you concerning a parcel 
of MS. fermons, of a certain clergyman 
deceafed £ a cake of the right leaven, for 
the prefent tafte of the public. Verbum 

fapientii
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To the Revel. Mr. Jonathan Dustwich 
at—-

SlR>

{RECEIVED yours in courfe of poll, and 
fhall be glad to treat with you for the MS. 

which I have delivered to your friend Mr. 
Bhen; but can by no means comply with the 
terms propofed. Thofe things are fo uncertain 
—Writing is all a lottery—I have been a lofec 
by the works of the greateft men of the age— 
I could mention particulars, and name names; 
but don’t choofe it—The tafte of the town is 
fo changeable. Then there have been fo 
many letters upon travels lately publifhed ..... 
What between Smollett’s, Sharp’s, Derrick’s, 
Thicknefs’s, Baltimore’s, and Baretti’s, together 
with Shandy’s Sentimental Travels, the public 
feems to be cloyed with that kind of entertain
ment------ Neverthelefs, I will, if you pleafe, 
run the rifque of printing and publifhing, and 
you fhall have half the profits of the impreflion 
—You need not take the trouble to bring up 
your fermons on my account—No body reads 

A 4 fcr-
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fermons but Methodifta and Difienters..... .  
Befides, for my own part, I am quite a flran
ger to that fort of reading; and the two 
perfons, whofe judgment 1 depended upon 
in thefe matters, arc out of the way; one is 
gone abroad, carpenter of a man of war j and 
the other has been filly enough to abfcond, in 
order to avoid a profecution for blafphemy— 
I’m a great lofer by his going off—He has left 
a manual of devotion half finifhed .on ’my 
hands, after having received money for the 
whole copy—He was the foundeft divine, and 
had the inofl orthodox pen of all my people; 
and I never knew his judgment fail, but in fly
ing from his bread and butter on this oc- 
cafion.

By owning you was not put in bodily fear 
by Lifmahago, you preclude yourfelf from the 
benefit of a good plea, over and above the 
advantage of binding him over. In the late 
war, I inferted in my evening paper, a para
graph that came by the port , reflecting upon 
the behaviour of a certain regiment in battle. 
An officer of thefaid regiment came to myfhop, 
and, in the prefence of my wife and journey
man, threatened to cut off my ears------As I ex
hibited marks of bodily fear, more ways than 
one, to the conviction of the bye-flanders, I 
bound him over; my action lay, and I recover-, 
cd. As for flagellation you have nothing to 

fear,
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fear, and nothing to hope, on that head— 
There has been but one printer flogged at the 
cart’s tail thefe thirty years; that was Charles 
Watfon; and he allured me it was no more 
than a flea-bite. C— S— has been threatened 
feveral times by the Houfe of L—; but it came 
to nothing. If an information fliould be 
moved for, and granted againfl: you, as the 
editor of thefe Letters, I hope you will have 

' honefly and wit enough to appear and take
your trial-------If you fhould be fentenced to the 
pillory, your fortune is made-------As times go, 
that’s a fure flep to honour and preferment. I 
fliall think myfelf happy if 1 can lend you'a 
lift; and am, very fincerely,

yours,

London Aug. 10th. Henry DavxS.

A 5 Plcafe
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Pleafe my kind fervice to your neighbour, my 
coufin Madoc.--- 1 have fent an Almanack 
and Court-kalendar, directed for him at Mr. 
Sutton’s, bookfeller in Gloucefler, carriage 
paid, which he will pleafe to accept as a 
fmall token of my regard. My wife, who 
is very fond of toafted cheefe, prefents her 
compliments to him, and begs to know if 
there’s any of that kind, which he was fo 
good as to fend us lafl ChriHmas, to be fold 
in London.

H. D.

THE
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HUMPHRY C L I N K iE iR.

To Dr. Lewi s. t.

Doctor,

THE pills are good for nothing—I might aS 
well fwallow fnow-balls to cool my reins 

—I have told you over and over, how hard 1 am 
to move; and at this time of day, I ought to 
know fomething of my own conftitution. Why 
will you be fo pofitive? Prithee fend me another 
prefcription—I am as lame and as much tortured 
in all my limbs as if I was broke upon the 
wheel: indeed, I am equally diftreffed in mind 
and body—As if I had not plagues enough of 
my own, thofe children of my lifter are left me 
for a perpetual fource of vexation—'What bufi- 
nefs have people to get children to plague their 
neighbours? A ridiculous incident that happened 
yefterday to my niece Liddy, has difordered me 

in 
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in fuch a manner, that I expert to be laid up 
vzith another fit of the gout---perhaps, I may 
explain myfelf in my next. I fhall fet out to
morrow morning for the' Hot-Well at Briftol, 
where I am afraid J fhall ftay longer than I could 
with. On the receipt of this, fend Williams thi
ther with my faddle-horfe and the demi pique. 
Tell Barnes to threfh out the two old ricks, and 
fiend the corn toi market, and fell it off to the 
poor at a Hulling a bufliel under market price.— 
I have received a fnivelling letter from Griffin, 
ollering to make a public fubmiffion and pay 
cofts. I want none of his fubnaiffions; neither 
will I pocket any of his money—The fellow is 
a bad neighbour, and I defire to have nothing 
to do with him: but as he is purfe-proud, he ffiall 
pay for his infolence: let him give five pounds 
to the poor of the parifli, and I’ll withdraw my 
action; and in the mean time you may tell Prig 
to ftop proceedings.—Let Morgan’s wido w have 

'the Alderney cow, and forty fhillings to clothe 
her children : but don’t fay a fyllable of the mat
ter to any living foul—I’ll make her pay when 
Hie is able. I defire you will lock up all my 
drawers, and keep the keys till meeting; and be 
fare you take the.iron-cheft with my papers into 
your own cuftody—Forgive all this trouble from,

- Dear Lewis
Your affeftionate

Gloucefter, April 2. M. Bramble.
To
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To Mrs. Gwillim, Houfe-keeper, at 
Blamblecon-hall,

Mrs. Gwi.»lim,

WHEN this <ums to hand, be fare to pack up« 
in the trunk ma'e that ftands in my clofet, to be; 
fent me in tie Briftol waggon without lofs of 
time, the following articles, viz. my rofe-collardl 
neglejay, with green robins, my yellow damafk, 
and my black velvet fait, with the fhorthoop; 
my bloo quilt<d pettycot, my green manteel, my 
laced apron, ny French commode, Macklin head 
and lappets, and litel box with my jowls. Wil-| 
liams may bring over my bum-daffee, and the violl 
with the eifings of Dr. Hill’s dock-water, and 
Chowder’s lackitif. The poor creature hasJjeen 
terribly conftoprated ever fince we left huomu 
Pray take particular care of the houfe while th< 
family is abfent. Let there be a fire conftantly 
kept in my brother’s chamber and mine. The 
maids, having nothing to do, may be fat a-fpin.« 
ning. I defire you’ll clap a pad-luck on the 
\vind-feller, and let none of the men have excefs 
to the ftrong beer—don’t forget to have the gate 
(hit every evening before dark.—The gardnir and 
the hind may lie below in the landry, to partake 
tie houfe, with the blunderbufs and the great dog; 
and I hope you’ll have a watchful eye over the 
maids. I know that huffy, Mary Jones, loves 
lo be rumping with the men. Let me know if

Alder-
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Alderney’s calf be fould yet-, and what he fought 
—if the ould goofe be fitting; -and if the cobier 
has cut Dicky, and how the pore anemil bore 
the operation,——No mon at prefent* but 
lefts,

Yours J

Gloftar, April 2J Tabith4 Bramble.1

To Mrs. Mary Jones, at Branbleton-hall.

Dear Molly,

HEAVING this importunity, I fend my love 
tto you and Saul, being in good health, and hop- 
a^ng to heer the fame from you; and that you 
tcand Saul will take my poor kitten to bed with 

' tlyou this cold weather.—We have been all in a 
h fad taking here at Gloftar—Mifs Liddy had like 
t<to have run away with a player-man, and young 
f mafter and he would adone themfelves a mifchief;

hut the ’fquire applied to the mare, and they 
were bound over.—Miftrefs bid me not fpeak a 
word of the matter to any Chriftian foul n> 
more I fhall: for, we fervints fhould fee all and 
fay nothing—But what was worfe than all this, 
Chowder has»had the misfortune to be worried 
by a butcher’s dog, and came home in a terrible 

1 pickle
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pickle------ Miftrefs was taken with the afterifks, 
but they foon went of. The doctor was Tent 
for to, Chowder, arU he fubfcribed a repofitory, 
which did him gr-at fervice—thank God he’s 
now in a fair w^ t° do well—pray take care 
of my box and tie pillyber, and put them under 
your own bed; for, I do fuppofe, madam Gwyl- 
lim will be a trying into my fecrets, now my 
back is turned. John Thomas is in good health, 
but fulky. Tie Tquire gave away an ould coat 
to a poor man; and John fays as how ’tis rob
bing him of Ms parquifites.------- 1 told him, by 
his agreement he was to receive no vails; but 
he fays as haw there’s a difference betwixt vails 
and parquifites; and fo there is for fartain. We 
are all going to the Hot-Well, where I fhall 
drink your health in a glafs of water, being,

Dear Molly,1

Your humble fervant to' command,

Gloftar, April Win. Jenkins*

Ta
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To Sir Watkin Phillips, Bart, of 
Jefus College, Oxon.

Dear Phillips,’

AS I have nothing more at htart than to con
vince you I am incapable of forgetting, or ne
glecting the friendfhip I made at college, I now 
begin that correfpondence by lett<rs, which you 
and I agreed, at parting, to cultivate. I begin 
it fooner than I intended, that yoi may have it 
in your power to refute any idle reports which 
may be circulated to my prejudice at Oxford, 
touching a foolifli quarrel, in which I have been 
involved on account of my lifter, who had been 

fome time fettled here in a boarding-fchool.------ - 
When I came hither with my uncle and aunt 
(who are our guardians) to fetch her. away, I 
found her a fine, tall girl, of feventeen, with an 
agreeable perfon; but remarkably fimple, and 
quite ignorant of the world. This difpofition, 
and want of experience, had expofed her to the 
addreffes of a perfon------ 1 know not what to 
call him, who had feen her at a play; and, with 
a confidence and dexterity peculiar to himfelf, 
found means to be recommended to her acquaint
ance. It was by the greateft accident I inter
cepted one of his letters; as it was my duty to 
ftifle this correfpondence in its birth, I made it 
my bufinefs kto find him out, and tell him very 

freely 
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freely my fentiments of the matter. The fpark did 
not like the ftile T ufed, and behaved with abun- 
dance of mettle. Though his rank in life (which, *
by the bye, I am afhamed to declare) did not 
entitle him to much deference; yet as his be
haviour was remarkably fpirited, I admitted him 
to the privilege of a gentleman, and fomething 
might have happened, had not we been prevent
ed.—In ihort, the bufinefs took air, I know not 
how, and made abundance of noife—recourfe 
was had to juftice—I was obliged to give my 
word and honour, &c. and to-morrow morning 
we fet out for Briftol Wells, where I expert to
hear from you by the return of the poft.—I have ]
got into a family of originals, whom I may one 
day attempt to defcribe for your amufement. i
My aunt, Mrs. Tabitha Bramble, is a maiden of 1
forty-five, exceedingly ftarched, vain, and ridi
culous.—My uncle is an odd kind of humorift, 
always on the fret, and fo unpleafant in his man
ner, that, rather than be obliged to keep him 
company, I’d refign all claim to the inheritance |
of his eftate.-----—Indeed, his being tortured by j
the gout may have foured his temper, and, per- |
haps, I may like him better on further acquaint- ■
ance: certain it is, all his fervants and neigh- ।
hours in the country, are fond of him, even to ।
a degree of enthufiafm, the reafon of which I 
cannot as yet comprehend. Remember me to 
Griffy Price, Gwyn, Manfel, Baffet, and all 
the reft of my old Cambrian companions.... —
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Salute the bedmaker in my name-------give my 
fervice to the cook, and pray take care of poor 
Ponto, for the fake of his old mafter, who is, 
and ever will be,

Dear Phillips,

Your affeftionate friend.

and humble fervant.

Gloucefter, April s. Jer. Melford,

To Mrs. Jermyn, at her houfe 
in Gloucefter.

D EA R M A D A M)

HAVING no mother of my own, I hope you 
will give me leave to difturden my pdor heart to 
you, who have always a&ed the part of a kind 
parent to me, ever fince I was put under your 
care.—Indeed, and indeed, my worthy gover- 
nefs may believe me, when I affure her, that I 
never harboured a thought that was otherwise 
than virtuous; and, if God will give me grace, I 
ihall never behave fo as to caft a reflection on 
the care you have taken in my education. I 
confefs I have given juft caufe of offence -by 
my want of prudence and experience. I opght

not
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not to have liftened to what the young man faid; 
and it was my duty to have told you all that 
palTed, but I was afhamed to mention it; and 
then he behaved fo modeft and refpeftful, and . 
feemed to be fo melancholy and timorous, that 
I could not find in my heart to do any tiling that 
ihould'make him miferable and defperate. As 
for familiarities, I do declare, I never once al
lowed him the favour of a falute; and as to the 
few letters that palled between us, they are all 
in my uncle s hands, and I hope they contain 
nothing contrary to innocence and honour.I 
am ftill perfuaded that he is not what he appears 
to be: but time will difcover------mean-while I 
will endeavour to forget a connexion, which is 
fo difpleafing to my family. 1 have cried with
out ceafing, and have not tailed any thing but 
tea, fince I was hurried away from you; nor did 
I once clofe my eyes for three nights running.— 
My aunt continues to chide me feverely when 
we are by ourfelves; but I hope to foften her in 
time, by humility and fubmifiion.—My uncle, 
who was fo dreadfully pafiionate in the be
ginning, has been moved by my tears and 
diftrefs; and is now all tendernefs and compaf- 
fion; and my brother is reconciled to me, on 
my' promife to break off all correfpondence with 
that unfortunate youth: but, notwithftanding 
all their indulgence, I fhall have no peace of 
mind till I know my dear and ever honoured

B a gover-
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governefs has forgiven her poor, difconfolate, 
forlorn,

. • ' Affectionate humble fervant,

till death,

Clifton, April 6. Lydia Mulford.

To Mifs Ljr t i t i a Willis, 
at Gloucefter.

I
My Dearest Letty,

I AM in fuch a fright, left this fhould not 
come fafe to hand by the conveyance of Jarvis 
the carrier, that I beg you will write to me, on 
the receipt of it, directing to me, undercover, 
to Mrs. Winifred Jenkins, my aunt's maid, who 
is a good girl, and has been fo kind to me in 
affliftion, that I have made her my confidant; as 
for Jarvis, he was very ihy of taking charge of 
my letter and the little parcel, becaufe his lifter 
Sally had like to have loft her place on my ac
count: indeed I cannot blame the man for his 
caution; but I have made it worth his while.— 
My dear companion and bed-fellow, it is a grie
vous addition to my other misfortunes, that I 
am deprived of your agreeable company and con- 
verfation, at a time when I need fo much the

com-
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comfort of your good humour and good fenfe; 
but, I hope, the friendiliip we contrafted at the 
boarding-fchool, will laft for life—I doubt not 
but on my fide it will daily increafe and improve, 
as I gain experience, and learn to know the 
value of a true friend.—O, my dear Letty1 what 
Ihall I fay about poor Mr. Wilfon? I have pro- 
mifed to break off all correfpondence, and, if pof- 
fible, to forget him: but, alas’ I begin to per
ceive that will not be in my power. As it is 
by no means proper that the picture fliould 
remain in my bands, left it fliould be the occa- 
fion of more mifchief, I have fent it to you by 
this opportunity, begging you will either keep 
it fafe till better times, or return it to Mr. Wil
fon himfelf, who, I fuppofe, will make it his 
bufinefs to fee you at the ufual place. If he 
fliould be low-fpirited at my fending back his 
pi ft □ re, you may tell him I have no occafion for 
a pifture 5 while the original continues engraved 
on my—But no; I would not have you tell him 
that neither; becaufe there muft be an end of 
our correfpondence—I wifli he may forget me, 
for the fake of his own peace; and yet if he 
fliould, he muft be a barbarous-------But ’tis jm- 
poflible—poor Wilfon cannot be falfe and incon- 
ftant: I befeech him not to write to me, nor at
tempt to fee me for fome time; for, confidering 
the refentment and paffionate temper of my bro
ther Jery, fuch an attempt might be attended 
with confequences that would makie us all mi- 

B 3 ferable
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ferable for life-------let us truft to time and the 
chapter of accidents; or rather to that providence 
which will not fail, fooner or later, to reward 
thofe that walk in the paths of honour and 
virtue.—I would offer my love to the young la
dies, but it is not fit that any of them fhould 
know you have received this letter.—If we go 
to Bath, I fhall fend you my fimple remarks 
upon that famous centre of polite amufement, 
and every other place we may chance to vifit; 
and'I flatter myfelf that my dear Mifs Willis will 
be pun&ual in anfwering the letters of her af- 
feftionate

Clifton, April 6. Lydia Melford

To Dr. Lewis.

Dear Lewis,

I HAVE followed your directions with fome 
fuccefs, and might have been upon my legs by 
this time, had the weather permitted me to ufe 
my faddle-horfe. I rode out upon the Downs 
laft Tuefday, in the forenoon, when the fky, as 
far as the vifible horizon, was without a cloud; 
but before I had gone a full mile, I was over
taken inftantaneoufly by a ftorm of rain that wef 
me to the ikin in three minutes—whence it came 

the
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the 'd’evil knows; but it has laid me up (I fap. 
pole) for one fortnight. It makes me lick to 
hear people talk of the fine air upon Clifton- 
Downs: how can the air be either agreeable or 
faiutary, where the daemon of vapours defcends 
in a perpetual drizzle? My confinement is the 
more intolerable, as I am furrounded with do- 
meftic vexations.—My niece has bad a dangerous 
fit of illnefs, occafioned by that curfed incident 
at Gloucefter, which I mentioned in my laft.— 
She is a poor good-natured fimpieton, as foft as 
butter, and as eafily melted------ .not that fhe’s a 
fool—the girl’s parts are not defpicable, and her 
education has not been negle&ed; that is to fay, 
fhe can write and fpell, and fpeak French, and 
play upon the harpfichord; then file dances finely, 
has a good figure, and is very well inclined; but, 
file’s deficient in fpirit, and fo fufceptible—and 
fo tender forfooth!------ truly, file has got a 
languiihing eye, and reads romances------ Then 
there’s her brother, ’fquire Jery, a pert jackanapes, 
full of college petulance and felf-conceit; proud 
as a German count, and as hot and hafty as a 
Welch mountaineer. As for that fantafiical animal, 
my fitter Tabby, you are no ftranger to her 
qualifications—I vow to God, file is fometimes 
fo intolerable, that I almoft think file’s the devil 
incarnate come to torment me for my fins; and 
yet I am confciousof no fins that ought to entail 
fuch family-plagues upon me—why the devil 
fliould not I fiiake off thefe torments at once? I 

B 4’ an’fc
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an’t married to Tabby, thank Heaven! npr did 
I beget the other two: let them choofe another 
guardian: for my part, I an’t in a condition to 
take care of myfelf; much lefs to fuperintend the 
conduct of giddy-headed boys and girls. You 
earneftly defire to know the particulars of our 
adventure at Gloucefter, which are briefly thefe, 
and I hope they will go no further:-------Liddy
bad been fo long cooped up in a boarding-fchool, 
which, next to a nunnery, is the worft kind of 
feminary that ever was contrived for young wo
men , that the became as inflammable as touch
wood ; and going to a play in holyday-time,— 
’fdeath, I’m afliamed to tell you! fhe fell in love 
with one of the aftors—a handfome young fel
low that goes by the name of Wilfon. The 
rafcal foon perceived the impreflion he had made, 
and managed matters fo as to fee her at a houfe 
where fhe went to drink tea with her governefs. 
—This was the beginning of a correfpondence, 
which they kept up by means of a jade of a mil
liner, who made and drefled caps for the girls 
at the boarding-fchool. When we arrived at 
Gloucefter, Liddy came to ftay at lodgings with 
her aunt, and Wilfon bribed the maid to deliver 
a letter into her own hands; but it feems Jery 
had already acquired fo much credit with the 
maid, (by what means he beft knows) that fhe 
carried the letter to him, and fo the whole plot 
Was difcovered. The rafli boy, without faying 
a word of the matter to me, went immediately
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in fearch of Wilton; and, I fuppofe, treated him 
■with infolence enough. The theatrical hero was 
too far gone in romance to brook fuch ufage: 
he replied in blank, verfe, and a formal challenge 
enfued. They agreed to meet early next morn
ing and decide the difpute with fword and piftol. 
I heard nothing at all of the affair, till Mr. 
Morley came to my bedlide in the morning, and 
told me he was afraid my nephew was going to 
fight, as he had been overheard talking very loud 
and vehement with Wilton at the young man’s 
lodgings the night before, and afterwards went and 
bought powder and ball at a (hop in the neighbour
hood. I got up immediately, and upon inquiry 
found he was juft gone out. I begged Morley to 
knock up the mayor, that he might interpofe as a 
magiftrate, and in the mean time I hobbled after the 
fquire, whom I faw at a diftance walking at a great 
pace towards the city gate—in fpite of all my 
efforts, I could not come up till our two comba
tants had taken their ground, and were priming 
their piftols. An old houfe luckily fcreened me 
from their view; to that I rulhed upon them at 
once, before I was perceived. They were both 
confounded , and attempted to make their etoape 
different ways; but Morley coming up with 
conftables at that inftant, took Wilton into cufto- 
dy, and Jery followed him quietly to the mayor’s 
houfe. All this time I was ignorant of what had 
paffed the preceding day; and neither of the par
ties would difcover a tittle of the matter. The

B 5 mayor
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mayor obferved that it was great prefumption in 
Wilfon, who was a firoiler, to proceed to fuch 
extremities with a gentleman of family and for
tune; and threatened to commit him on the 
vagrant aft.—The young fellow buttled up with 
great fpirit, declaring he was a gentleman, and 
-would be treated as fuch; but he refufed to ex
plain himfelf further. The matter of the com
pany being fent for, and examined, touching the 
faid Wilfon, faid the young man had engaged 
with him at Birmingham about fix months ago; 
but never would take his falary; that he had be
haved fo well in his private character, as to ac
quire the refpeft and good-will of all his ac
quaintance, and that the public owned his merit, 
as an aftor, was altogether extraordinary.—After 
all, I fancy, he will turn out to be a run-away 
’prentice from London.------ The manager offered 
to bail him for any fum, provided he would give 
his word and honour that he would keep the 
peace ; but the young gentleman was on his high 
ropes, and would by no means lay himfelf under 
any reftriHions: on the other hand, Hopefuil 
was equally obftinate ; till at length the mayor 
declared, that if they both refufed to be bound 
over, he would immediately commit Wilfon as 
a vagrant to hard labour. I own I was much 
pleafed with Jery’s behaviour on this occafion: 
he faid that rather than Mr. Wilfon fhould be 
treated in fuch an ignominious manner, he would 
give his word and honour to profecute the affair

no
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no further while they remained at Gloucefter—- 
Wilton thanked him for his generous manner of 
proceeding, and was difcharged. On our return 
to our lodgings, my nephew explained the whole 
myftery; and I own I was exceedingly incenfed. 
—Liddy being queftioned on the fubjeft, and 
very feverely reproached by that wild-cat my 
After Tabby, flrft fwooned away, then diftblving 
into a flood of tears, confefled all the particulars 
of the correfpondence, at the fame time giving 
up three letters, which was all file had received 
from her admirer. The laft, which Jery inter
cepted, I fend you inclofed, and when you have 
read it, I dare fay you won’t wonder at the 
progrefs the writer had made in the heart of a 
Ample girl, utterly unacquainted with the charac
ters of mankind. Thinking it was high time to 
remove her from fuch a dangerous conne&ion, I 
carried her off the very next day to Briftol; but 
the poor creature was fo frightened and fluttered, 
by our threats and expoftulations, that fhe fell 
Ack the fourth day after our arrival at Clifton, 
and continued fo ill for a whole week, that her 
life was defpaired of. It was not till yefterday 
that Dr. Rigge declared her out of danger. You 
cannot imagine what I have fuffered, partly from 
the indifcretion of this poor child, but much more 
from the fear of lofing her entirely. This air 
is intolerably cold, and the place' quite folitary—— 
I never go down to the well without returning 
iow-fpirited; for there I meet with half a dozen 

poor
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poor emaciated creatures, with ghoftly looks, in 
the laft ftage of a confumption, who have made 
lliift to linger through the winter, like fo many 
exotic plants languiihing in a hot-houfe; but, in 
all appearance, will drop into their graves before 
the fun has warmth enough to mitigate the 
rigour of this ungenial fpring.------If you think 
the Bath water will be of any fervice to me, I 
■will go thither as foon as my niece can bear the 
motion of the coach.—--Tell Barns I am obliged 
to him for his advice; but don’t choofe to fol
low it. If Davis voluntarily offers to give up 
the farm, the other fhall have it; but I will not 
begin at this time of day to diftrefs my tenants, 
becaufe they are unfortunate, and cannot make 
regular payments: 1 wonder that Barns Ihould 
think me capable of fuch opprefiion—As for Hig
gins, the fellow is a notorious poacher to be 
fure; and an impudent rafcal to fet his fnares in 
my own paddock; but, I fuppofe, bethought 
he had fome right (efpecially in my abfence) to 
partake of what nature feems to have intended 
for common ufe------ you may threaten him in 
my name, as much as you pleafe, and if he re
peats the offence, let me know it before you 
have recourfe to juftice.-------1 know you are a 
great fportfman, and oblige many of your friends: 
I need not tell you to make ufe of my grounds; 
but it may be neceffary to hint, that I’m more 
afraid of my fowling-piece than of my game. 
When you can fpare two or three brace of

par-
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partridges, fend them over by the ftage-coach, 
and tell Gwyllim that fhe forgot to pack up my 
flannels and wide fhoes in the trunk-mail-------1 
fhall trouble you as ufual, from time to time, 
’till at laft, I fuppofe, you will be tired of cor- 
refponding with

Your allured friend,

Clifton, April 17. M. Bramble,

To Mifs Lydia Melford.

MISS WILLIS has pronounced my doom— 
you are going away, dear Mifs Melford!____  
you are going to be removed, I know not 
whither! what fhall I do? which way fhall I 
turn for confolation ? I know not what I fay__  
all night long have I been toffed in a fea of 
doubts and fears, uncertainty and diftra&ion, 
without being able to connect my thoughts, 
much lefs to form any confident plan of conduct 
—I was even tempted to wifh that I had never 
feen you; or that you had been lefs amiable, or 
lefs compaffionate to your poor Wilfon; and yet 
it would be deteftable ingratitude in me to form 
fuch a wifh, confidering how much I am indebt
ed to your goodnefs, and the ineffable pleafure 
I have derived from your indulgence and appro

bation 
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bation—-—Good God I I never heard your name 
mentioned without emotion ! the moft diftant 
profpeft of being admitted to your company, fil
led my whole foul with a kind of pleating alarm! 
as the time approached, my heart beat with re, 
doubled force, and every nerve thrilled with a 
tranfport of expectation; but, when I found my- 
felf actually in your prefence;------ when I heard 
you fpeak;------ when I faw you fmile; when I 
beheld your charming eyes turned favourably 
upon me; my breaft was filled with fuch tumults 
of delight, as wholly deprived me of the power 
of utterance, and wrapt me in a delirium of joy! 
—encouraged by your fweetnefs of temper and 
affability, I ventured to defcribe the feelings of 
my heart—even then you did not check my pre- 
fumption—you pitied my fufferings, and gave 
me leave to hope—you put a favourable—per
haps too favourable a conftru&ion, on my ap
pearance—certain it is, I am no player in love 
—I fpeak the language of my own heart; and 
have no prompter but nature.------ Yet there is 
fomething in this heart, which I have not yet 
difclofed—I flattered myfelf—But, I will not— 
I muft not proceed------ Dear Mifs Liddy! for 
Heaven’s fake, contrive, if poflible, fome means 
of letting me fpeak to you before you leave 
Gloucefter; otherwife, I know not what will 
—But I begin to rave again —I will endeavour 
to bear this trial with fortitude—while I am ca
pable of refle&ing upon your tenderntfs and

truth,
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truth, I furely have no caufe to defpair—yet I 
am ftrangely affected. The fun feems to deny 
me light—a cloud hangs over me, and there is 
a dreadful weight upon my fpirits! While you 
flay in this place, I fhall continually hover about 
your lodgings, as the parted foul is faid to linger 
about the grave where its mortal confort lies— 
I know, if it is in your power, you will talk 
your humanity—your compaffion—fhall I add, 
your affection? in order to affuage the almoft 
intolerable difqulet that torments the heart of 
your afflifted

Gloucefter, March 31.
Wilson-.

To Sir Watkin Philips of JefusCollege, 
Oxon.

Hot Well, April ig.
Dear Philips,

I GIVE Manfel credit for his invention, in 
propagating the report that I had a quarrel with 
a mountebank’s Merry Andrew at Gloucefter: 
but I have too much refpeft for every appendage 
of wit, to quarrel even with the loweft buffoo
nery ; and therefore I hope Manfel and I fhall 
always be good friends. I cannot, however, 

approve
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approve of his drowning my poor dog Ponto, on 
purpofe to convert Ovid’s pleonafm into a pun
ning epitaph—deer ant quoque Littora Ponto: 
for that he threw him into the Ifis, when it was 
fo high and impetuous, with no other view than 
t’o kill the fleas, is an excufe that will not hold 
water—But I leave poor Ponto to his fate, and 
hope Providence will take care to accommodate 
Manfel with a drier death.

As there is nothing that can be called com
pany at the Well, I am here in a Rate of abfolute 
ruftication: This, however, gives me leifure to 
obferve the Angularities in my uncle’s charafter, 
which feems to have interefted your curiofity. 
The truth is, his difpofition and mine, which 
like oil and vinegar, repelled one another at firft, 
have now begun to mix by dint of being beat up 
together. I was once apt to belive him a com
plete Cynic; and that nothing but the neceffity 
of his occafions could compel him to get within 
the pale of fociety-------1 am now of another 
opinion, I think his peevifhnefs arifes partly 
from bodily pain, and partly from a natural ex- 
cefs of mental fenfibility; for, I fuppofe, the 
mind as well as the body, is in fome cafes 
endued with a morbid excefs of fenfation.

I was t’other day much diverted with a con- 
verfation that paffed in the Pump-room, betwixt 
him and the famous Dr. L------ n, who is come 
to ply at the Well for patients. My uncle was 
complaining of the ftink, occafioned by the vaft 

'------------quantity 



Humphry Clinker, 33

quantity of mud and Slime, which the river leaves 
at low ebb under the windows of the Pump, 
room. He obferved, that the exhalations from 
fuch a nuifance, could not but be prejudicial to 
the weak lungs of many confumptive patients, 
who came to drink the water. The Do&or 
overhearing this remark, .made up to him, and 
affured him he was miftaken. He faid, people 
in general were fo milled by vulgar prejudices, 
that philofophy was hardly fufficienc to undeceive 
them. Then humming thrice, he affumed a 
moft ridiculous folemnity ofafpeft, and entered 
into a learned investigation of the nature of ftink. 
He obferved, that ftink, or ftench, meant no 
more than a Strong impreilion on the olfaftory 
nerves ; and might be applied to fubftances of the 
moft oppofite qualities; that in the Dutch lan
guage, flinken fignified the moft agreeable per
fume, as well as the moft fetid odour, as appears 
in Van Vloudel’s translation of Horace, in that 
beautiful ode, Quit multa gracilis, &c.—The 
words litjuidis perfufus odoribus, he translates 
van civet & mefcbata gefiinken^ that individuals 
differed toto ceelo in their opinion of fmells, 
which, indeed, was altogether as arbitrary as 
the opinion of beauty; that the French were 
pleafed with the putrid effluvia of animal food; 
and fo were the Hottentots in Africa, and the Sa
vages in Greenland; and that the Negroes on the 
coaft of Senegal would not touch fifh till it was 
rotten; ftrong prefumpcions in favour of what is

Vol. I. C ' generally 
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generally called fl ink, as thofe nations are in a 
ftate of nature, undebauched by luxury, unreduc
ed by whim and caprice: that he had reafon to 
believe the ttercoraceous flavour, condemned by 
prejudice as a ftink, was, in faft, moft agreeable 
to the organs of fmelling; for, that every perfon 
who pretended to naufeate the fmell of another’s 
excretions, fnuffed up his own with particular ' 
complacency; for the truth of which, he ap
pealed to all the ladies and gentlemen then prefent: 
he faid the inhabitants of Madrid and Edinburgh 
found particular fatisfaftion in breathing their 
own atmofphere, which was always impregnated 
with ftercoraceous effluvia: that the learned Dr. 
B—, in his treatife on the Four Digeftions, ex
plains in what manner the volatile effluvia from 
the inteftines, ftimulate and promote the opera
tions of the animal ©economy: he affirmed, the 
laft Grand Duke of Tufcany, of the Medicis fa
mily, who refined upon fenfuality with the fpirit 
of a philofopher, was fo delighted with that 
odour, that he caufed the eflence of orflure to be 
extra&ed, and ufed it as the mofl? delicious per
fume: that he himfelf, (the Do&or) when he 
happened to be low-fpirited, or fatigued with 
bufinefs, found immediate relief and uncommon 
fatisfaftion from hanging over the ftale contents 
of a clofe-ftool, while his fervant ftirred it about 
under his nofe; nor was this effect to be won
dered at, when we confider that this fubftance 
abounds with the felf-fame volatile faits that are 

fo
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fo greedily fmelled to by the moft delicate in
valids, after they have been extracted and fublim- 
ed by the chymifts.—By this time the company 
began to hold their nofes; but the Doftor, without 
taking the leaft notice of this fignal, proceeded 
to fliew, that many fetid fubftances were not 
only agreeable but falutary; fuch as ajfafoetida, 
and other medicinal gums, refins, roots and ve
getables, over and above burnt feathers, tan-pits, 
candle-fnuffs, &c. In fhort, he ufed many learn
ed arguments to perfuade his audience out of 
their fenfes; and from ftcncb made a tranfition 
to filth, which he affirmed was alfo a miftaken 
idea, in as much as objects fo called, were no 
other than certain modifications of matter, con- 
fifting of the fame principles that enter into the 
compofition of all created efiences, whatever they 
may be: that in the filthieft production of nature 
a philofopher, confidered nothing but the earth, 
water, fait, and air of which it was compounded: 
that, for his own part, he had no more objection 
to drinking the dirtieft ditch-water, than he had 
to a glafs of water from the Hot Well, provided 
he was affured there was nothing poifonous in 
the concrete. Then addreffing himfelf to my 
uncle, “Sir, (faid he) you feem to be of a dropfi- 
“cal habit, and probably will foon have a con- 
“firmed afcitcs, if I fhould be prefent when you 
“are tapped, I will give you a convincing proof 
“of what I affert, by drinking without hefitation 
“the water that comes out of your abdomen.” —

C a The
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The ladies made wry faces at this declaration, 
and my uncle changing colour told him he did 
not defire any fuch proof of his philofophy: 
“But I fhould be glad to know (fid he) what 
“makes you think I am of a dropfical habit "2” 
“Sir, I beg pardon (replied the Do&or) 1 per- 
“ceive your ankles are fwelled, and you feem to 
“have the facies leucopblegmatica, Perhaps, in- 
“deed, your diforder may be oedematous, or 
“gouty, or it may be the lues venerea: if you 
“have any reafon to flatter yourfelf it is this laft, 
“Sir, I will undertake to cure you with three 
“fmall pills , even if the difeafe fhould have at- 
“tained its utmoft inveteracy. Sir, it is an ar- 
“canum which I have difcovered, and prepared 
“with infinite labour.—Sir, I have lately cured 
“a woman in Briflol—a common proftitute, Sir, 
“who had got all the worft fymptoms of the 
“diforderj fuch as nodi, tophi, and gummat a, 
“verruca, crifta Galli, and a ferpiginous erup- 
“tion, or rather a pocky itch all over her body.

—By that time fhe had taken the fecond pill, 
“Sir, by Heaven! fhe was as fmooth as my 
“hand, and the third made her as found and as 
“frefh as a new born infant.” “Sir, (cried my 
“uncle peevifhly) I have no reafon to flatter my. 
“felf that my diforder comes within the efficacy 
“of your noftrum. But this patient, you talk of, 
“may not be fo found at bottom as you imagine.” 
“I can’t pofllbly be miftaken, (rejoined the phy- 
“fician) for I have had communication with her

‘ “three
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“three times-------1 always afcertain tny cures in 
“that manner.” At this remark, all th^ladies 
retired to another corner of the room, and fome 
of them began to fpit—As to my uncle, though, 
he was ruffled at firft by the doftor’s faying he 
was dropfical, he could not help fmiling at this 
ridiculous confeffidn, and, I fuppofe, with a view 
to punifli this original, told him there was a 
Wart upon his nofe, that looked a little fu- 
fpicious. “I don’t pretend to be a judge of 
“thefe matters, (faid he) but I underftand that 
“warts are often produced by the diftemper; and 
“that one upon your nofe feeems to have taken 
“pofleffion of the very key-ftone of the bridge 
“which I hope is in no danger of falling.” 
L—n feemed a little confounded at this remark, 
and affured him it was nothing but a common 
excrefcence of the cuticula, but that the bones 
were all found below; for the truth of this afler- 
tion he appealed to the touch, defiring he would 
feel the part. My uncle faid it was a matter of 
fuch delicacy to meddle with a gentleman^ nofe, 
that he declined the office------ upon which the 
Doftor, turning to me, intreated me to do him 
that favour. I complied with his requeft, and 
handled it fo roughly, that he fneezed, and the 
tears ran down his cheeks, to the no fmall enter
tainment of the company, and particularly of my 
uncle, who burft out a-laughing for the firft time 
fince I have been with him: and took notice that 
the part feemed to be very tender. “Sir, (cried 

C 3 the
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“the Doftor) it is naturally a tender part; but, 
“to remove all pofiibility of doubt, I will take 
“off the wart this very night.”

So faying, he bowed with great folemnity all 
round, and retired to his own lodgings, where 
he applied a cauftic to the wart; but it fpread in 
fuch a manner as to produce a coniiderable in
flammation, attended with an enormous fwelling; 
fo that when he next appeared, his whole face 
was overihadowed by this tremendous nozzle; 
and the rueful eagernefs with which he explained 
this unlucky accident, was ludicrous beyond all 
defcription.—I was much pleafed With meeting 
the original of a chara&er, which you and I have 
often laughed at in defcription; and what furpri- 
fes me very much, I find the features in the 
picture, which has been drawn for him, rather 
foftened than over-charged.-------

As I have fomething elfe to fay; and this let
ter has run to an unconfcionable length, I Ihall 
now give you a little refpite, and trouble you 
again by the firft poft. I wilh you would take 
it in your head to retaliate thefe double ftrokes 
upon

Your’s always,

J. Melford;

To
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To Sir Watkin Phillips, of Jefus 
College, Oxon.

Hot Well, April 20.
Dear Knight,

I NOW fit down to execute the threat in the 
tail of my laft. The truth is, I am big with the 
fecret, and long to be delivered. It relates to 
my guardian, who you know, is at prefentour 
principal object in view.

T’other day, I thought I had dete&ed him in 
fuch a fiate of fraiky, as would but ill become 
his years and charafter. There is a decent fort 
of woman, not difagreeable in her perfon, that 
conies to the Well, with a poor emaciated child, 
far gone in a confumption. I had caught my 
uncle’s eyes feveral times directed to this perfon, 
with a very fufpicious expreffion in them, and 
every time he faw himfelf obferved, he haftily 
withdrew them, with evident marks of confufion 
—I refolved to watch him more narrowly, and 
faw him fpeaking to her privately in a corner of 
the walk. At length, going down to the Well 
one day, I met her half way up the hill to Clifton, 
and could not help fufpe&ing Ihe was going to 
our lodgings by appointment, as it was about 
one o’clock; the hour wThen my lifter and I 
are generally at the Pump-room.------This notion 
exciting my curiofity, I returned by a back-way,

C 4 and
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and got unperceived into my own chamber, 
which is contiguous to my uncle’s apartment. 
Sure enough, the woman was introduced , but 
not into his bed-chamber; he gave her audience 
in a parlour; fo that 1 w s obliged to fliift my 
ftation to another room, where, however, there 
was a fmall chink in the partition, through which 
I could perceive what palled.------ My uncle, 
though a little lame, rofe up when fhe came in, 
and fetting a chair for her, defired Ihe would fit 
down: then he afked if flie would take a difh of 
chocolate, which fhe declined, with much 
acknowledgement. After a fhort paufe, he faid, 
in a croaking tone of voice, which confounded 
me not a little, “Madam, I am truly concerned 
“for your misfortunes; and if this trifle can be 
“of any fervice to you, I beg you will accept it 
“without ceremony.” So faying, he put a bit 
of paper into her hand, which fhe opening with 
great trepidation, exclaimed in an extafy, 
“Twenty pounds! O, Sir!” and finking down 
upon a fettee, fainted away—Frightened at this 
fit, and, I fuppofe, afraid of calling for afliftance, 
left her fitution fihould give rife to unfavourable 
conje&ures, he ran about the room in diftra&ion, 
making frightful grimaces; and, at length, had 
recolleftion enough to throw a little water in 
her face; by which application fhe was brought 
to herfelf: but, then her feeling took another 
turn. She filed a flood of tears, and cried aloud,. 
“I know not who you are: but fure—worthy

“Sir!
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“Sir!-------generous Sir!------- the diftrefs of me 
“and my poor dying child'------ 'Oh! if the 
“widow s prayers—if the orphan’s tears of grati- 
“tude can ought avail—gracious Providence!—1 
“Bieflings! ihower down eternal bleffings-------’* 
Here fhe was interrupted by my uncle, who 
muttered in a voice ftill more and more difcor- 
dant, “For Heaven’s fake be quiet, Madam----- - 
“confider—the people of the houfe------ ’fdeath! 
“can't"you,------” All this time file was ftrug- 
gling to throw herfelf on her knees, while he, 
feizing her by the wrifts, endeavoured to feat 
her upon the fettee, faying, “Prithee------ good 
“now------ hold your tongue-------” At that in- 
ftant, who Ihould burft into the room but our 
aunt Tabby! of all antiquated maidens the moft 
diabolically capricious—Ever prying into other 
people’s affairs, fhe had feen the woman enter, 
and followed her to the door, where fhe ftood 
liftening, but probably could hear nothing dif- 
tin&ly, except my uncle’s laft exclamation; at 
which Ihe bounced into the parlour in a violent 
rage, that dyed the tip of her nofe of a purple 
hue,-----“Fy upon you, Matt! (cried fhe) what 
“doings are thefe, to difgrace your own charac- 
“ter, and difparage your family?----- ” Then 
fnatching the bank-note out of the ftranger’s 
hand, fhe went on-----“How now, twenty 
“pounds’---- -here is temptation with a witnefs! 
“Good woman, go about your bufinefs—Brother, 
“brother, I know not which moft to admire;

C 5 your
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“your concupiflins, or your extravagance!-------*’
“Good God, (exclaimed the poor woman) fliall 
“a worthy genman’s character fuffer for an aftion 
“that does honour to humanity ?” By this time, 
uncle’s indignation was effectually roufed. His 
face grew pale, his teeth chattered, and his eyes 
flafhed-------“Sifter, (cried he, in a voice like 
“thunder) I vow to God, your impertinence is 
‘‘exceedingly provoking.” With thefe words, he 
took her by the hand, and, opening the door of 
communication, thruft her into the chamber 
where I ftood, fo afieCted by the fcene, that the 
tears ran down my cheeks. Obferving thefe 
Snarks of emotion, “I don’t wonder (faid fhe) to 
“fee you concerned at the back-flidings of fo near 
“a relation; a man of his years and infirmities : 
“Thefe are fine doings, truly------ This is a rare 
“example, fet by a guardian for the benefit of 
“his pupils—Monftrous!—incongruous! fophif- 
“tical!”-------1 thought it was but an aCt of juftice 
to fet her to rights; and therefore explained the 
myftery------ But fhe would not be undeceived. 
“What! (faid fhe) would you go for to offer, 
“for to arguefy me out of my fenfes? Did’n’t I 
“hear him whifpering to her to hold her tongue? 
“Did’n’t I fee her in tears? Did’n’t I fee him 
“ftruggling to throw’ her upon the couch? O 
“filthy! hideous! abominable! Child, child, talk 
“not to me of charity.------ Who gives twenty 
“pounds in charity ?------ But you are a {tripling 

“------ You know nothing of the world-------  
“Be-
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“Befides charity begins at home-------Twenty 
“pounds would buy me a complete fuit of 
“flowered filk, trimmings and all—----- ” In 
ihort, I quitted the room, my contempt for her, 
and try refpeft for her brother, being increafed 
in the fame proportion. I have fince been 
informed, that the perfon whom my uncle 
fo generoufly relieved, is the widow of an 
enfign, who has nothing to depend upon but the 
penfion of fifteen pounds a-year. The people 
of the Well-houfe give her an excellent charac
ter. She lodges in a garret, and works very 
hard at plainwork, to fupport her daughter, 
who is dying of a confumption. I muft own, 
to my fhame, I feel a ftrong inclination to fol
low my uncle’s example, in relieving this poor 
widow; but, betwixt friends, I am afraid of 
being detected in a weaknefs, that might entail 
the ridicule of the company upon,

Dear Phillips

Yours always,

J. Melford.'

Direft your next to me at 
Bath; and remember ' 
me to all our fellow- 
jefuits.

To
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To Dr. Lewis.

Hot-Well, April 20.

I UNDERSTAND your hint. There are 
myfteries in phylic, as well as in religion ; 
which we of the profane have no right to invefti- 
gate------ A man muft not prefume to ufe his 
reafon, unlefs he has ftudied the categories, and 
can chop logic by mode and figure------ Between 
friends, I think, every man of tolerable parts 
ought, at my time of day, to be both phyfician 
and lawyer, as far as his own conftitution and 
property are concerned. For my own part, I 
have had an hofpital tbefe fourteen years within 
myfelf, and ftudied my own cafe with the moft 
painful attention; confequently may be fuppofed 
to know fomething of the matter, altho’ I have 
not taken regular courfes of phyfiology, et 
cetera, et cetera.------ Tn Ihort, I have for fome 
time been of opinion, (no offence, dear doctor) 
that the fum of all your medical difcoveries 
amounts to this, that the more you ftudy the 
lefs you know.-------T have read all that has been 
written on the Hot-Wells, and what I can colleft 
from the whole, is, that the water contains 
nothing but a little fait, and calcarious earth, 
mixed in fuch inconfiderable proportion, as can 
have very little, if any, effect on the animal oe- 
conomy. This being the cafe, I think, the man 

deferves
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deferves to be fitted with a cap and bells, who, 
for fetch a paltry advantage as this fpring affords, 
facrifices his precious time, which might be 
employed in taking more effectual remedies, 
and expofes himfelf to the dirt, the ftench, the 
chilling blafts, and perpetual rains, that render 
this place to me intolerable. If thefe waters, 
from a fmall degree of aftringency, are of fome 
fervice in the diabetes, diarrhoea, and night 
f\veats, when the fecretions are too much in- 
creafed, muft not they do harm in the fame 
proportion, where the humours are obftrufted, 
as in the ajlhma, J curvy, gout, and dropjy?-— 
Now we talk of the dropjy, here is a firange, 
fantaftical oddity, one of your brethren, who 
harangues every day in the Pump-room, as if he 
was hired to give leftures on all fubjefts what- 
foever----- 1 know not what to make of him— 
Sometimes he makes Ihrewd remarks; at other 
times, he talks like the greateft fimpleton in 
nature—He has read a great deal; but without 
method or judgment, and digefted nothing. He 
believes every thing he has read; efpecially if it 
has any thing of the marvellous in it; and his 
converfation is a furprifing hotch-potch of erudi
tion and extravagance.----- He told me t’other 
day, with great confidence, that my cafe was 
dropfical; or, as he called it, leucophlegmatic: 
A fure fign, that his want of experience is equal 
to his prefumption; for, you know, there is 
nothing analagous to the dropfy in my diforder

—I
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•—I wifli thofe impertinent fellows, with their 
rlcketty underftandings, would keep their advice 
for thofe that alk it-------Dropfy, indeed I Sure I 
have not lived to the age of fifty-five, and had 
fuch experience of my own diforder, and con- 
fulted you and other eminent phyficians, fo 
often, and fo long, to be undeceived by fuch a 
■------But, without all doubt, the man is mad; 
and, therefore what he fays is of no confequen- 
ce. I had yefterday, a vifit from Higgins; who 
came hither under the terror of your threats, 
and brought me in a prefent a brace of hares; 
which he owned he took in my ground; and 
I could not perfuade the fellow that he did 
wrong , or that I would ever profecute 
him for poaching-------1 mull defire you will 
wink hard at the praftices of this rafcallion; 
otherwife I fhall be plagued with his prefents; 
which coft me more than they are worth.------ If 
I could wonder at any thing Fitzowen does, 
I fliould be furprifed at his afiurance, in defir- 
ing you to folicit my vote for him at the next 
eleftion for the county: for him, W’ho oppofed 
me on the like occafion, with the moft illiberal 
competition------ You may tell him civilly, that 
I beg to be excufed. Direft: your next for me 
at Bath, whither I propofe to remove to-mor
row ; not only on my own account, but for the 
fake of my niece, Liddy, who is like to relapfe. 
The poor creature fell into a fit yefterday, while 
I was cheapening a pair of fpeftacles, with a

Jew-



Humphry C l i n k e «.

Jew-pedlar.-------1 am afraid there is fomething 
ftill lurking in that little heart of hers; which I 
hope a change of objects will remove. Let me 
know what yon think of this half-witted Doc
tor’s impertinent, ridiculous, and abfnrd notion 
of my diforder—So far from being dropfical, I 
am as lank in the belly as a gray-hound; and, 
by meafuring my ankle with a pack-thread, I 
find the fwelling fubfides every day—---- From 
fuch doftors, good Lord deliver us!------ 1 have 
not yet taken any lodgings in Bath; becaufe 
there we can be accommodated at a minute’s 
warning, and I ihall chafe for myfelf------1 need 
not fay your directions for drinking and bathing 
will be agreeable to,

Dear Lewis,

Yours ever, } 
f

Matt. Bramble.’

P. S. I forgot to tell you, that 
my right ankle pits, a fymp- 
tom, as I take it, of its be
ing tedematouf, not leuco- 
phlegmatic.

To
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To Mifs Letitia Willis, at 
Gloucefter.

Hot-Well, April ar.

My Dear L e t t y,

I DID not intend to trouble you again till 
we fhould be fettled at Bath ; but having the oc- 
cafion of Jarvis, I could not let it flip, efpecially 
as I have fomething extraordinary to communica
te------ O, my dear companion ! what fhall I tell 
you? for feveral days paft there was a Jew- 
looking man, that plied at the Wells with a box 
of fpedtacles; and he always eyed me fo earneft- 
ly, that I began to be very uneafy. At laft, he 
came to our lodgings at Clifton, and lingered 
about the door, as if he wanted to fpeak to fome- 
body-------1 was feized with an odd kind of flut
tering, and begged Win to throw herfelf in his 
way: but the poor girl has weak nerves, and 
was afraid of his beard. My uncle, having oc- 
cafion for new glaffes, called him up ftairs, and 
was trying a pair of fpe&acles, when the man, 
advancing to me, faid, in a whifper—O gracious! 
what d’ye think he faid ?------- ■“! am Wilfon I?
His features ftruck me that very moment-------it 
was Wilfon fure enough! but fo difguifed that 
it would have been impoffible to know him, if 
my heart had not aflifted in the difcovery.

I
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I was fo fuprifed, and fo frightened, that I 
fainted away; but foon recovered; and found 
myfelf fupported by him on the chair, while tny 
uncle' was running .about the room, with the 
fpe&acles on his nofe, calling for help. I had 
no opportunity to fpeak to him; but our looks 
Were fufficiently expreflive. He was paid for 
his glafles, and went away. Then I told Win 
who he was, and fent her after him to the Pump- 
room; where fhe fpoke to him, and begged him 
in my name to withdraw from the place, that 
he might not incur the fufpicion of my uncle or 
my brother, if he did not want to fee me die of 
terror and vexation. The poor youth declared, 
with tears in his eyes, that he had fomething 
extraordinary to communicate; and afked, if fhe 
would deliver a letter to me: but this file abfo- 
lutely refufed, by my order.------ Finding her 
obftinate in her refufal, he defired file would tell 
me, that he was no longer a player, but a 
gentleman; in which character he would very 
foon avow his paffion for me, without fear of 
cenfure or reproach------Nay, he -even difcovered 
his name and family; which, to my great grief, 
the fimple girl forgot, in the confufion oc- 
cafioned by her being feen talking to him by my 
brother; who ftopt her on the road, and afked 
what bufinefs fhe had with that rafcally Jew— 
She pretended Ilie was cheapening a ftay-hook; 
but was thrown into fuch a quandary, that fhe 
forgot the moft material part of the information;
Vol. L D and 
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and when fhe came home, went into an hyfteric 
fit of laughing. This tranfaftion happened three 
days ago, during which he has not appeared ; 
fo that I fuppofe he is gone. Dear Letty I you 
fee how fortune takes pleafure in perfecuting 
your poor friend. If you fhould fee him at 
Gloucefter—or if you have feen him, and know 
his real name and family, pray keep me no 
longer in fufpence—And yet, if he is under no 
obligation to keep himfelf longer concealed , and 
has a real affe&ion for me, I fliould hope he 
will, in a little time, declare himfelf to my rela
tions. Sure, if there is nothing unfuitable in 
the match, they won’t be fo cruel as to. thwart 
my inclinations-------O what happinefs would 
then be my portion I I can’t help indulging 
the thought, and pleafing my fancy with fuch 
agreeable ideas; which, after all, perhaps, will 
never be realized------ But, why fhould I defpair? 
who knows what will happen?—We fet out for 
Bath to-morrow, and I am almoft forry for it; as 
I begin to be in love with folitude, and this is a 
charming romantic place. The air is fo pure; the 
Downs are fo agreeable; the furze in full bloffom; 
the ground enamelled with dailies, and primrofes, 
and cowflips; all the trees burfting into leaves, 
and the hedges already clothed with their vernal 
livery; the mountains covered with flocks of 
flieep, and tender bleating wanton lambkins 
playing, friiking and flapping from fide to fide;

the



Humphry Clinker. 51 

the groves refound with the notes of black bird, 
thrufli, and linnet; and all night long fweet 
Philomel pours forth her ravifhingly delightful 
fong. Then, for variety, we go down to the 
nyntph of Briftol fpvin^^ where the company 
is affembled before dinner; fo good-natured, fo 
free, fo eafy; and there we drink the water fo 
clear, fo pure, fo mild, fo charmingly maukifh. 
There the fun is fo chearful and reviving; the 
weather fo foft; the walk fo agreeable; the 
profpeft fo amufing; and the fhips and boats 
going up and down the driver, clofe under the 
windows of the Pump-room, afford fuch an 
enchanting variety of moving piftures, as require 
a much abler pen than mine to defcribe. To 
make this place a perfeft paradife to me, nothing 
is wanting but an agreeable companion and 
fmcere friend; fuch as my dear mifs Willis hath 
been, and I hope ftill will be, to her ever 
faithful

Lydia Melford.

Direft for me, ftill under co
ver, to Win; and Jarvis 
will take care to convey it 
fafe. Adieu.

D » To
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To Sir Watkin Phillips, of Jefus 
College, Oxon.

Bath, April 24.

Dear Phillips,

YOU have, indeed, reafon to be furprifed, that 
1 iliould have concealed my correfpondence with 
mifs Blackerby from you, to whom I difclofed 
all my other connexions of that nature; but the 
truth is, I never dreamed of any fuch commerce, 
till your laft informed me, that it had produced 
fomething which coufd not be much longer con
cealed. It is a lucky circumftance, however, 
that her reputation will not fuffer any detriment, 
but rather derive advantage from the difcovery; 
which will prove, at leaft, that it is not quite fo 
rotten, as moft people imagined—For my own 
part, I declare to you, in all the fincerity of 
friendfhip, that, far from having any amorous 
intercourfe with the objeft in queftion, I never 
had the leaft acquaintance with her perfon; but, 
if file is really in the condition you defcribe, I 
fufpeft Manfel to be at the bottom of the whole. 
His vifits to that ftirine were no fecret; and this 
attachment, added to fome good offices, which 
you know he has done me, fince I left Ahna~ 
mater, give me a right to believe him capable of 
faddling me with this fcandal when my back was 

turned
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turned—-Neverthelefs, if my name can be of any , 
fervice to him, he is welcome to make ufe of it; 
and if the woman fhould be abandoned enough 
to fwear his bantling to me, I mutt beg the 
favour of you to compound with the parifh: 
I fliall pay the penalty without repining; 
and you will be fo good as to draw upon 
me immediately for the fum required-------' 
On this occafion, I a& by the advice of my 
uncle; who fays I fhall have good-luck if I pafs 
through life without being obliged to make 
many more competitions of the fame kind. The 
old gentleman told me laft night, with great 
good-humour, that betwixt the age of twenty 
and forty, he had been obliged to provide for 
nine baftards, fworn to him by women whom, 
he never faw—Mr. Bramble’s character, which 
feems to intereft you greatly, opens and improves 
upon me every day.—His Angularities afford a 
rich mine of entertainment; his underftanding, 
fo far as I can judge, is well cultivated: his ob- 
fervations on life are equally juft, pertinent, and 
uncommon. He affefts mifanthropy, in order 
to conceal the fenfibility of a heart, which is 
tender, even to a degree of weaknefs. This deli
cacy of feeling, or forenefs of the mind, makes 
him timorous and fearful; but then he is afraid of 
nothing fo much as of difhonour; and although 
he is exceedingly cautious of giving offence, he 
will fire at the leaft hint of infolence or ill- 
breeding—Refpe&able as he is, upon the whole,

D 3 I
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I can’t help being fometimes diverted by his little 
diftrefles; which provoke him to let fly the 
fhafts of his fatire, keen and penetrating as the 
arrows of Teucer----- -Our aunt, Tabitha, afts 
upon him as a perpetual grind-ftone-------She is, 
in all refpe&s, a ftriking contraft to her brother 
-------But I referve her portrait for another oc- 
cafion.

Three days ago we came hither from the Hot- 
Well, and took poffeflion of the firft floor of a 
lodging-houfe, on the South Parade; a fituation 
which my uncle chofe, for its being near the 
Bath, and remote from the noife of carriages. 
He was fcarce warm in the lodgings when he 
called for his night-cap, his wide fhoes and flan
nel; and declared bimfelf invefted with the gout 
in his right foot; though, 1 believe, it had as 
yet reached no farther than his imagination. It 
was not long before he had reafon to repent his 
premature declaration; for our' aunt Tabitha 
found means to make fuch a clamour and confu- 
fion, before the flannels could be produced from 
the trunk, that one would have imagined the 
houfe was on fire. All this time, uncle fat boil
ing with impatience, biting his fingers, throw
ing up his eyes, and muttering ejaculations; at 
length he burft into a kind of convulsive laugh, 
after which he hummed a fong; and when the 
hurricane was over, exclaimed, “BlelTed be God 
“for all things!” This, however, was but the 
beginning of his troubles. Mrs. Tabitha's favour- 

' ite
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ite dog Chowder, having paid his compliments 
to a female turn-fpit, of his own fpecies, in the 
kitchen, involved himfelf in a quarrel with no 
fewer than five rivals, who fet upon him at once, 
and drove him up flairs to the dining-room door, 
■with hideous noife: there our aunt and her 
woman, taking arms in his defence, joined the 
concert; which became truly diabolical. This 
fray being with difficulty fupprefled, by the in
tervention of our own foot-man and the cook
maid of the houfe, the ’fquire had jaft opened his 
mouth to expoftulate with Tabby, when the 
town-waits in the paffage below, ftruck up their 
mafic, (if mufic it may be called) with fuch a 
fudden burft of found, as made him ftart and 
flare, with marks of indignation and difquiet. 
He had recolleftion enough to fend his fervant 
with fome money to filence thofe noify in
truders ; and they were immediately difmifltd, 
though not without fome oppofition on the part 
of Tabitha, who thought it but reafonable that 
he ffiould have more mufic for his money. Scarce 
had he fettled this knotty point, when,a ftrar.ge 
kind of thumping and bouncing was beard right 
over-head, in the fecond ftory, fo loud and 
violent as to fhake the whole building. I own 
I was exceedingly provoked at this new alarm; 
and before my uncle had time to exprefs himfelf 
on the fubjeft, I ran up ftairs, to fee what was 
the matter. Finding the room-door open, I 
entered without ceremony, and perceived an cb- 

D 4 jeft
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jeft, Which I cannot now recolleft without 
laughing to excefs--- It was a dancing-mafter, 
with his fcholar, in the aft of teaching. The 
mafter was blind of one eye, and lame of one 
foot, and led about the room his pupil, who 
feemed to be about the age of threefcore, ftooped 
mortally, was tall, raw-boned, hard-favoured, 
with a woollen night-cap on his head; and he 

x had ftript off his coat, that he might be more
nimble in his motions—Finding himfelf intruded 
upon, by a perfon he did not know, be forth
with girded himfelf with a long iron fword, and 
advancing to me, with a peremptory air, pro
nounced, in a true Hibernian accent, “Mifter 
“ What d’ye callum, by my fhoul and confcience, 
“I am very glad to fea you, if you are after 
“coining in the way of friendfhip; and indeed, 
“and indeed now, I believe you are my friend 
“fure enough, gra; though I never had the 
“honour to fea your face before, my dear; for 
“becaufe you come like a friend, without any ce- 
“ remony at all, at all-------” I told him the na
ture of my yifit would not admit of ceremony; 
that I was come to defire he would make lefs 
noife, as there was a fick gentleman below 
whom he had no right to difturb with fuch pre- 
pofterous doings. “Why, look-ye now, young 
“gentleman, (replied this original) perhaps, upon 
“ another occafion, I might fhivilly requeft you 
“to explain the maining of that hard word, pre- 
^pajlcroiu: but there’s a time for all things, ho- 

“ney
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“ney-------” So faying, he paffed 'me with 
great agility, and, running down ftairs, found 
our footman at the dining-room door, of whom 
he demanded admittance, to pay his refpe&s to 
the ftranger. As the fellow did not think proper 
to refufe the requeft of fuch a formidable figure, 
he was immediately introduced, and addreffed 
himfelf to my uncle in thefe words: “Your 
“ humble fervant, good Sir-------I’m not fo pre- 
“paflerous, as your fon calls it, but I know the 
“rules of fhivility------ I’m a poor knight of Ire- 
“land, my name is Sir Ullic Mackilligut, of the 
“county of Galway; being your fellow-lodger, 
“I’m come to pay my refpefls, and to welcome 
“you to the South Parade, and to offer my beft 
“ fervices to you, and your good lady, and your 
“pretty daughter; and even to the young gen- 
“ tieman your fon, though he thinks me a pre- 
"p aft er our fellow----- You muff know I am to
“have the honour to open a ball next door to. 
“morrow with lady Mac Manus; and being 
“ruffed in my dancing, I was refreihing my me. 
“mory with a little exercife; but if'I had known 
“there was a iick perfon below, by Chrift! I 
“would have fooner danced a hornpipe upon my 
“ own head, than walk the fofteft minute over 
“yours.”-------My uncle, who was not a little 
ftartled at his firft appearance, received his com
pliment with great complacency, infifted upon 
his being feated, thanked him for the honour of 
his vifit, and reprimanded me for my abrupt ex-

D 5 poftula-
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population with a gentleman of his rank and 
character. Thus tutored, I afked pardon of the 
knight, who, forthwith Parting up, embraced 
me fo clofe, that I could hardly breathe; and af- 
fured me, he loved me as his own foul. At 
length, recollefting his night-cap, he pulled it 
off in fome confufion; and, with his bald-pate 
uncovered, made a thoufand apologies to the 
ladies, as he retired-------At that inftant, the Ab
bey bells began to ring fo loud, that we could 
not hear one another fpeak; and this peal, as 
we afterwards learned, was for the honour of 
Mr. Bullock, an eminent cow-keeper of Totten
ham , who had juft arrived at Bath , to drink the 
waters for indigeftion. Mr. Bramble had not 
time to make his remarks upon the agreeable na
ture of this ferenade, before his ears were faint
ed with another concert that interefted him more 
nearly. Two negroes belonging to a Creole 
gentleman, who lodged in the fame houfe, tak
ing their ftation at a window in the pair-cafe, 
about ten feet from our dining-room door, began 
to practice upon the French-horn; and being in 
the very firft rudiments of execution, produced 
fuch difcordant founds, as might have difcompof- 
ed the organs of an afs------ You may guefs what 
effect they had upon the irritable nerves of uncle; 
who, with the moft admirable expreffion of 
fplenetic furprife in his countenance, fent his 
man to filence thofe dreadful blafts, and defire the 
muficians to practice in fome other place, as 

they



H u m p n k x Clinker. -p 

they had no right to ftand there and difturb all 
the lodgers in the houfe. Thofe fable per
formers, far from taking the hint, and with
drawing , treated the melTenger with great in- 
folence; bidding him carry his compliments to 
their matter, colonel Rigworm, who would give 
him a proper anfwer, and a good drubbing into 
the bargain; in the mean time they continued 
their noife, and even endeavoured to make it 
more difagreeable; laughing between whiles, at 

, the thoughts of being able to torment their bet
ters with impunity. Our ’fquire, incenfed at 
the additional infult, immediately difpatched the 
fervant with his compliments to colonel Rig- 
worm ; requefting that he would order his blacks 
to be quiet, as the noife they made was 

altogether intolerable----- To this meflage, the 
Creole colonel replied, that his horns had a right 
to found on a common ftair-cafe; that there 
they fhould play for his diverfion; and that 
thofe who did not like the noife, might look for 
lodgings elfewhere. Mr. Bramble no fooner re
ceived this reply, than his eyes began to gliften, 
his face grew pale, and his teeth -chattered. 
After a moment’s paufe, he flipt on his fhoes 
without fpeaking a word, or feeming to feel any 
further difturbance from the gout in his toes. 
Then, fnatching his cane, he opened the door, 
and proceeded to the place where the black 
trumpeters were potted. There, without further 
hcfitation, hb began to belabour them both; and 

exerted
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exerted himfelf with fuch aftonifhing vigour and 
agility, that both their heads and horns were 
broken in a twinkling, and they ran howling 
down flairs to their mafter’s parlour-door. The 
’fquire, following them half way, called aloud, 
that the colonel might hear him, “Go, rafcals, 
“and tell your mafter what I have done; if he 
“thinks himfelf injured, he knows where to 
“come for fatisfaftipn. As for you, this is but 
<can earned: of what you fliall receive, if ever 
“you prefume to blow a horn again here, while 
“I ftay in the houfe.” So faying, he retired to 
his apartment, in expe&ation of hearing from the 
Weft-Indian; but the colonel prudently declined 
any further profecution of the difpute. My fifter 
Liddy was frighted into a fit, from which fhe 
jio fooner recovered, than Mrs. Tabitha began a 
lefture upon patience; which her brother inter
rupted with a moft fignificant grin, exclaiming, 
“True, fifler, God increafe my patience and your 
“difcretion. 1 wonder (added he) what fort of 
“fonata we are to expeft from this overture, in 
“which the devil, that prefides over horrid 
“founds, hath given us fuch variations of difcord 
“-------The trampling of porters, the creaking 
“and crafhing of trunks, the fnarling of curs, the 
“fcolding of women, the fqueaking and fqual- 
“ling of fiddles and hautboys out of tune, the 
“ bouncing of the Irilh baronet over-head, and 
“the burfting, belching, and brattling of the 
‘‘French-horus in the paflage (not to mention the

“har-
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“ harmonious peal that ftill thunders from the Ab- 
“ bey-fteeple) fucceeding one another without iu- 
“terruption, like the different parts of the fame 
“concert, have given me fuch an idea of what a 
“poor invalid has to expert in this temple, de- 
“ dicated to Silence and Repofe, that 1 ftiall cer- 
*‘tainly fhift my quarters to-morrow, and endea- 
“vour to effectuate my retreat before Sir Ulic 
“opens the ball with my lady Mac Manus; a 
“ conjunction that bodes me no good.” This in
timation was by no means agreeable to Mrs. Ta
bitha , whofe ears were not quite fo delicate as 
thofe of her brother—She faid it would be great 
folly to move from fuch agreeable lodgings, the 
moment they were comfortably fettled. She 
wondered he fhould be fuch an enemy to mulic 
and mirth. She heard no noife but of his own 
making: it was impoffible to manage a family, 
in dumb-fhew. He might harp as long as he 
pleafed upon her fcolding; but fhe never fcolded 
except for his advantage ; but he would never be 
fatisfied, even tho’f fhe fhould fweat blood and 
water in his fervice—I have a great notion that 
our aunt, who is now declining into the moft 
defperate ftate of celibacy, had formed fome 
defign upon the heart of Sir Ulic Mackilligut, 
which flie feared might be fruftrated by our

• abrupt departure from thefe lodgings. Her 
brother, eying her afkance, “Pardon me, fifter, 
“(faid he) I fhould be a favage, indeed, were I 
“infenfible of my own felicity, in having fuch a 

“mild,
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“mild, complaifant, good-humoured, and con-' 
“fidcrate companion and houfe-keeper; but as I 
“have got a weak head, and tny fenfe of hearing 
“is painfully acute, before 1 have recourfe to 
“plugs of wool and cotton, I’ll try whether I 
“can’t find another lodging, where I fhall have 
“more quiet and lefs mufic.” He accordingly 
difpatched his man upon this fervice; and next 
day he found a fmall houfe in Miifliam-ftreet, 
which he hires by the week. Here, at leaft, 
we enjoy convenience and quiet within doors, as 
much as Tabby’s temper will allow; but the 
’fquire Hill complains of flying pains in the 
ftomach and head, for which he bathes and drinks 
the waters. He is not fo bad, however, but 
that he goes in perfon to the pump, the rooms, 
and the coffee-houfes; where he picks up con
tinual food for ridicule and fatire. If I can glean 
any thing for your amufement, either from his 
obfervation or my own, you ihall have it freely, 
though I am afraid it will poorly compenfate the 
trouble of reading thefe tedious infipid letters of,

Dear Phillips

Yours always,

J. Melford.

Te
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To Dr. Lewis.

Bath, April 23:

Dear Doctor,

IF I did not know that the exercife of your 
profeflion has habituated you to the hearing of 
complaints, I fliould make a confcience of troub
ling you with my correfpondence, which may 
be truly called the lamentations of Matthew 
Bramble. Yeti cannot help thinking, I have 
fome right to difcharge the overflowings of my 
fpleen upon you, whofe province it is to remo- 
ve thofe diforders that occafioned it; and let me 
tell you, it is no fmall alleviation of my grievan
ces, that I have a fenfible friend, to whom I can 
communicate my crufty humours, which, by re
tention, would grow intolerably acrimonious.

You muft know, I find nothing but difappoint- 
ment at Bath; which is fo altered, that I can 
fcarce believe it is the fame place that I frequent
ed about thirty years ago. Methinks I hear you 
lay, “ Altered it is, without all doubt; but then 
**it is altered for the better; a truth which, per- 
“haps, you would own without hefitation, if 
“you yourfelf was not altered for the worfe.” 
The reflection may, for aught I- know, be juft. 
The inconveniencies which I overlooked in the 
high-day of health, will naturally ftrike with ex- 

agge- 
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aggerated impreffion oh the irritable nerves of an 
invalid, furprifed by premature old age, and 
fhattered with long.fuffering------ But, I believe, 
you will not deny, that this place, which Natu
re and Providence feem to have intended as a re- 
fource from diflemper and difquiet, is become the 
very centre of racket and diflipation. Inftead of 
that peace, tranquillity and eafe, fo necefiary to 
thofe who labour under bad health, weak nerves 
and irregular fpirits; here we have nothing but 
noife,' tumult and hurry; with the fatigue and 
flavery of maintaining a ceremonial, more Riff,; 
formal, and oppreffive, than the etiquette of a 
German eleftor. A national hofpital it may be; 
but one would imagine, that none but lunatics 
are admitted; and, truly, I will give you leave 
to call me fo, if I Ray much longer at Bath.—But 
I Riall take another opportunity to explain my 
fentiments at greater length on this fubjeft------ 1 
was impatient to fee the boaRed improvements 
in architecture, for which the upper parts of the 
town have been fo much celebrated , and t’other 
day I made a circuit of all the new buildings. 
The Square, though irregular, is, on the whole, 
pretty well laid out, fpacious, open, and airy; 
and, in my opinion, by far the moR wholefome 
and agreeable fituation in Bath, efpecially the up
per Rde of it; but the avenues to it are mean, 
dirty, dangerous, and indirect. Its communi
cation with the Baths, is through the yard of an 
inn, where the poor trembling valetudinarian is

car-
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carried in a chair, betwixt the heels of a double 
row of horfes, wincing under the curry-combs 
of grooms and poftilions, over and above the ha
zard of being obftru&ed, or overturned by the 
carriages which are continually making their exit 
or their entrance—I fuppofe after fome chairmen 
fhall have been maimed , and a few lives loft by 
thofe accidents, the corporation will think, in 
earneft, about providing a more fafe and commo-1 
dious paffage. The Circus is a pretty bauble; con
trived for fhew, and looks like Vefpafian’s am
phitheatre turned outfide in. If we confider it in 
point of magnificence, the great number of fmall 
doors belonging to the feparate houfes, the in- 
confiderable height of the different orders, the 
affefted ornaments of the architrave, which are 
both childifh and mifplaced , and the areas pro
jecting into the ftreet, furrounded with iron rails, 
deftroy a good part of its effeCt upon the eye; 
and, perhaps, we fhall find it ftill more defecti
ve, if we view it in the light of convenience. The 
figure of each feparate dwelling-houfe, being the 
fegment of a circle, muft fpoil the fymmetry of 
the rooms, by contracting them towards the 
ftreet-windows, and leaving a larger fwe^p in 
the fpace behind. If, inftead of the areas and 
iron rails, which feem to be of very little ufe, 
there had been a corridore with arcades all round, 
as in Covent-Garden, the appearance of the who
le would have been more magnificent and ftriking; 
thofe arcades would have afforded an agreeable

Vol. I. E co-
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covered walk, and iheltered the poor chairmen 
and their carriages from the rain, which is here 
almoft perpetual. At prefent, the chairs ftand 
foaking in the open ftreet, from morning to night, 
till they become fo many boxes of wet leather, 
for the benefit of the gouty and rheumatic, who 
are tranfported in them from place to place. In
deed this is a fhocking inconvenience that extends 
over the whole city; and, I am perfuaded, it pro
duces infinite mifchief to the delicate and infirm; 
even the clofe chairs, contrived for the fick, by 
Handing in the open air, have their frieze linings 
impregnated, like fo many fpunges, with the 
moifture of the atmofphere, and thofe cafes of 
cold vapour muft give a charming check to the 
perfpiration of a patient, piping hot from the 
Bath, with all his pores wide open.

But, to return to the Circus: it is inconve
nient from its fituation, at fo great a diftance 
from all the markets, baths, and places of pub
lic entertainment. The only entrance to it, 
through Gay-ftreet, is fo difficult, fteep, and flip- 
pery, that, in wet weather, it muft be exceed
ingly dangerous, both for thofe that ride in car
riages, and thofe that walk afoot; and when the 
ftreet is covered with fnow, as it was for fifteen 
days fucceffively this very winter, I don’t fee* 
how any individual could go either up or down, 
without .the moft imminent hazard of broken bo
nes. In blowing weather, I am told, moft of 
the houfes in this hill are fmothered with ftnoke, 

forced
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forced down the chimneys, by the gufts of wind 
reverberated from the hill behind, which (I ap
prehend likewife) muft render the atmofphere he
re more humid and unwholefome than it is in the 
fquare below; for the clouds, formed by thecon- 
ftant evaporation from the baths and rivers in the 
bottom, will, in their afcent this way, be firft 
attracted and detained by the hill that rifes clofe 
behind the Circus, and load the air with a perpe
tual fucceflion of vapour: this point, however, 
may be ealily ascertained by means of an hygro
meter, or a paper of fait of tartar expofed to the 
aftion of the atmofphere. The fame artift, who 
planned the Circus, has likewife projected a Cref- 
cent; when that is finifhed, we fhall probably 
have a Star; and thofe who are living thirty years 
hence, may, perhaps, fee all the figns of the 
Zodiac exhibited in architefture at Bath. Thefe, 
however fantaftical, are ftill defigns that denote 
fome ingenuity and knowledge in the architect; 
but the rage of building has laid hold on fuch a 
number of adventurers , that one fees new houfes 
flatting up in every out-let and every corner of 
Bath; contrived without judgment, executed 
without folidity, and ftuck together with fo little 
regard to plan and propriety, that the different 
lines of the new rows and buildings interfere • 
with, and interfeft one another in every different 
angle of conjunftion. They look like the wreck 
of ftreets and fquares disjointed by an earthquake, 
which hath broken the ground into a variety of

E 2 holes
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holesand hillocks; or, as if tome Gothic devil 
had fluffed them altogether in a bag, and left them 
to ftand higgledy piggledy, juft as chance direc
ted. What fort of a monfter Bath will become 
in a few years, with thofe growing excrefcences 
may be eafily conceived: but the want of beauty 
and proportion is not the worft effect of thefe 
new manfions; they are built fo flight, with the 
foft crumbling ftone found in this neigbourhood, 
that I iliould never fleep quietly in one of them, 
when it blowed (as the failors fay) a cap-full of 
wind; and I am perfuaded, that my hind, Ro
ger Williams, or any man of equal ftrength, 
would be able to puih his foot through the ftron- 
geft part of their walls, without any great exer
tion of his mufcles. All thefe abfurdities arife 
from the general tide of luxury, which hath 
overfpread the nation, and fwept away all, even 
the very dregs of the people. Every upftart of 
fortune, harneffed in the trappings of the mode, 
prefents himfelf at Bath, as in the very focus of 
obfervation—Clerks and faftors from the Eaft In
dies, loaded with the fpoil of plundered provin
ces; planters, negro drivers, and hnckfters, from 
our American plantations, enriched they know 
not how; agents, commiffaries, and contractors, 
who have fattened, in two fucceffive wars, on 
the blood of the nation; ufurers, brokers, and 
jobbers of every kind ; men of low birth, and no 
breeding, have found themfelves fuddenly trans
lated into a ftate of affluence, unknown to former

ages;



Humphry Clinker. 69

ages; and no wonder that their brains fhould be 
intoxicated with pride, vanity and prefumption. 
Knowing no other criterion of greatnefs, but the 
oftentation of wealth, they difcharge their af
fluence without tafte or conduct, through every 
channel of the moft abfurd extravagance; and all 
of them hurry to Bath, becaufe here, without 
any further qualification, they can mingle with , 
the princes and nobles of the land. Even the 
wives and daughters of low tradefmen, who, 
like ihovel-nofed fharks, prey upon the blubber 
of thofe uncouth whales of fortune, are infefted 
with the fame rage of difplaying their importan
ce ; and the flighted indifpofition ferves them for 
a pretext to infift upon being conveyed to Bath, 
where they may hobble country dances, and 
cotillons among lordlings, ’fquires, counfellors, 
and clergy. Thefe delicate creatures from Bed- 
fordbury, Butcher-row, Crutched-Friers, and 
Botolph-lane, cannot breathe in the grofs air of 
the Lower Town, or conform to the vulgar rules 
of a common lodging houfe; the hulband, there
fore, muft provide an entire houfe, or elegant 
apartments in the new buildings. Such is the 
compofition of what is called the fafhionable 
company at Bath; where a very inconfiderable 
proportion of genteel people are loft in a mob of 
impudent plebeians, who have neither underftand- 
ing nor judgment, nor the leaft idea of propriety 
and decorum; and feem to enjoy nothing fo 
much as an opportunity of infulting their betters.

E 3 Thus
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Thus the number of people, and the number 
of houfes, continue to increafe; and this will ever 
be the cafe, till the ftreams that fwell this irre- 
fiftible torrent of folly and extravagance, fhall 
either be exhaufted, or turned into other channels, 
by incidents and events which I do not pretend 
to forefee. This, I own, is a fubjeft on which I 
cannot write with any degree of patience; for 
the mob is a monfter I never could abide, either 
in its head, tail, midriff, or members: I deteft the 
whole of it, as a mafs of ignorance, prefumption, 
malice, and brutality; and, in this term of repro
bation, I include, without refpect of rank, ftation, 
or quality, all thofe of both fexes, who affeft it$ 
manners, and court its fociety.

But I have written till my fingers are crampt, 
and my naufea begins to return—By your advi
ce, I fent to London a few days ago for half a 
pound of Gengzeng; though I doubt much, whe
ther that which comes from America is equally 
efficacious with what is brought from the Eaft 
Indies. Some years ago, a friend of mine paid 
fixteen guineas for two ounces of it; and, in fix 
months after, it was fold in the fame fhop for 
five fhillings the pound. In fhort, we live in a 
vile world of fraud and fophiftication; fo that I 
know nothing of equal value with the genuine 
friendlhip of a fenfible man; a rare jewel! 
which I cannot help thinking myfelf in pof- 

feffion 
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feffion of, while I repeat the old declaration, 
that I am, as ufual,

Dear Lewis,
Your affectionate

M. Bramble.

After having been agitated in afliort hurricane, on 
my firlt arrival, 1 have taken a fmall houfe in 
IVlilfham-ftreet, where I am tolerably well lodg
ed, for five guineas a-week. I was yefterday at 
the Pump-room, and drank about a pint of the 
water, which feems to agree with my ftomach; 
and to-morrow morning I fhall bathe, for the 
firft time; fo that in a few pofts you may expeCt 
farther trouble; mean while, I am glad to find 
that the inoculation has fucceeded fo well with 
poor Joyce, and that her face will be but little 
marked—If my friend Sir Thomas was a fingle 
man, I would not truft fuch a handfome wench 
in his family, but as I have recommended her,> 
in a particular manner, to the protection of lady 
G----, who is one of the beft women in the 
world, file may go thither without hefitation, as 
foon as file is quite recovered, and fit for fervice 
’-—Let her mother have money to provide her 
with neceffaries, and the may ride behind her 
brother on Bucks; but you muft lay ftrong in
junctions on Jack, to take particular care of the 
trufty old veteran, who has 'faithfully earned his 
prefent eafe, by his paft fervices.

E 4 To
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To Mifs Willis, at Gloucefter.

Bath, April 26.

My Dearest Companion,

THE pleafure T received from yours, which 
came to hand yefterday, is not to be expreffed. 
Love and friendfbip are, without doubt, char
ming paffions; which abfence ferves only to 
heighten and improve. Your kind prefent of the 
garnet bracelets, I ihall keep as carefully as I 
preferve my own life; and I beg you will ac
cept, in return, of my heart-houfewife, with 
the tortoife fhell memorandum-book, as a trifling 
pledge of my unalterable affeftion.

Bath is to me a new world---All is gaiety, 
good-humour and diverfion. The eye is conti
nually entertained with the fplendor of drefs and 
equipage; and the ear with the found of coaches, 
chaifes, chairs, and other carriages. The mer
ry bells ring round, from morn till night. Then 
We are welcomed by the city-waits in our own 
lodgings: we have mufic in the Pump-room eve
ry morning, cotillons every fore-noon in the 
rooms, balls twice a-week, and concerts every 
other night, befides private aflemblies and parties 
without number------ As foon as we were fettled 
in lodgings, we were vifited by the Mafter of 
the Ceremonies; a pretty little gentleman, fo 

fweet,
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fweet, fo fine, fo civil, and polite, that in our 
country he might pafs for the prince of Wales; 
then he talks fo charmingly, both in verfe and 
profe, that you would be delighted to hear him 
difcourfe; for you mutt know he is a great 
writer, and has got five tragedies ready for the 
ftage. He did us the favour to dine with us, by my 
uncle’s invitation; and next day ’fquired my aunt 
and me to every part of Bath; which to be fure 
is an earthly paradife. The Square, the Circus, 
and the Parades, put you in mind of the fump- 
tuous palaces reprefented in prints and pi&ures - 
and the new buildings, fuch as Princes-row, Har
lequin’s-row, Bladud’srow, and twenty other 
rows, look, like fo many enchanted cattles, rai- 
fed on hanging terraces.

At eight in the morning, we go in difliabille 
to the Pump-room; which is crowded like a 
Wellh fair; and there you fee the higheft quali
ty, and the loweft trades folks, joftling each 
other, without ceremony, hail-fellow well-met. 
The noife of the mufic playing in the gallery, 
the heat and flavour of fuch a crowd, and the 
hum and buz of their converfation, gave me the 
head ach and vertigo the firft'day; but, after
wards, all thefe things became familiar, and even 
agreeable.------ Right under the Pump-room win
dows is the King’s Bath; a huge ciftern, where 
you fee the patients up to their necks in hot wa
ter. The ladies wear jackets and petticoats of 
brown linen, with chip hats, in which they fix

E' 5 their
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their handkerchiefs to wipe the fweat from their 
faces; but, truly, whether it is owing to the 
fteam that furrounds them, or the heat of the wa
ter, or the nature of the drefs, or to all thefe 
caufes together, they look fo flufhed, and fo 
frightful, that I always turn my eyes another 
way------ My aunt, who fays every perfon of fa
shion fhould make her appearance in the bath, as 
well as in the abbey church, contrived a cap with 
cherry-coloured ribbands to fuit her complexion, 
and obliged Win to attend her yefterday morning 
in the water. But, really, her eyes were fo 
red; that they made mine water as I viewed her 
from the Pump-room; and as for poor Win, who 
wore her hat trimmed with blue, what betwixt 
her wan complexion and her fear, Ilie looked li
ke the ghoft of fome pale maiden, who bad 
dro.wned herfelf for love. When (he came out 
of the bath, fhe took affafoetida drops, and was 
fluttered all day; fo that we could hardly keep 
her from going into hyftericks: but her miftrefs 
fays it will do her good; and poor Win court- 
-fies, with the tears in her eyes. For my part, 
I content myfelf with drinking about half a pint 
of the# water every morning.

The pumper, with his wife and fervant, at
tend within a bar; and the glaffes, of different fi- 
zes, ftand ranged in order before them, fo you 
have nothing, to do but to point at that which you 
choofe, and it is filled immediately, hot and 
fparkling from the pump. It is the only hot wa

ter
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ter I could ever drink, without being fick—Far 
from having that effect, it is rather agreeable to 
the tafte, grateful to the ftomach, and reviving 
to the fpirits. You cannot imagine what won
derful cures it performs—My uncle began with 
it the other day; but he made wry faces in drink
ing , and I’m afraid he will leave it of------ The 
firft day we came to Bath, he fell into a violent 
pafiion; beat two bl ack-a-moors, and I was a- 
fraid be would have fought with their mafter; but 
the ftranger proved a peaceable man. To be fa
re, the gout had got into his head, as my aunt 
obferved: but, I believe, his paffion drove it 
away; for he has been remarkably well ever fin- 
ce. It is a thoufand pities he fhould ever be 
troubled with that ugly diftemper; for when he 
is free from pain, he is the beft tempered man 
upon earth; fo gentle, fo generous, fo charita
ble, that every body loves him; and fo good to 
me, in particular, that I fhall never be able to 
fhew the deep fenfe I have of his tendernefs and 
affe&ion.

Hard by the Pump-room, is a coffee-boufe for 
the ladies; but my aunt fays, young girls are not 
admitted, inafmuch as the Converfation turns up
on politics, fcandal, philofophy, and other fub- 

- jefts above our capacity, but we are allowed to 
accompany them to the bookfellers (hops, which 
are charming places of refort; where we read 
novels, plays, pamphlets, and news-papers, for 
fo fmall a fubfcription as a crown a-quarter5 and 

in
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in thefe offices of intelligence, (as my brother 
calls them) all the reports of the day, and all the 
private transactions of the Bath, are firft entered 
and difcuffed. From the bookfeller’s fhop we 
make a tour through the milliners and toy-men; 
and commonly flop at Mr. Gill’s, the paftry-cook, 
to take a jelly, a tart, or a fmall bafon of vermi
celli. There is, moreover, another place of en
tertainment on the other fide of the water, oppo- 
fite to the Grove; to which the company crofs 
over in a boat-------It is called Spring Garden; a 
fweet retreat, laid out in walks and ponds, and 
parterres of flowers; and there is a long-room 
for breakfafting and dancing. As the fituation is 
low and damp, and the feafon has been re
markably wet, my uncle won’t fuffer me to go 
thither, left I fliould catch cold: but my aunt 
fays it is all a vulgar prejudice; and, to be fure, 
a great many gentlemen and ladies of Ireland 
frequent the place, without feeming to be the 
worfe for it. They fay, dancing at Spring 
Gardens, when the air is moift, is recommended 
to them as an excellent cure for the rheumatifm. 
I have been twice at the play; where, notwith- 
ftanding the excellence of the performers, the 
gaiety of the company, and the decorations of 
the theatre, which are very fine, I could not help 
reflecting, with a figh, upon our poor homely 
reprefentations at Gloucefter-------But this, ill 
confidence to my dear Willis------ You know my 
heart, and will excufe its weaknefs.------ -

After
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After all, the great* fcenes of entertainment at 
Bath, are the two public rooms; where the 
company meet alternately every evening—They 
are fpacious, lofty, and, when lighted up, ap
pear very ftriking. They are generally crowded 
with well dreffed people, who drink tea in fepa- 
rate parties, play a| cards, walk, or fit and 
chat together, juft as they are difpofed. Twice 
a-week there is a ball; the expence of which 
is defrayed by a voluntary fubfcription among 
the gentlemen; and every fubfcriber has three 
tickets. I was there Friday laft with my aunt 
under the care of my brother, who is a fub
fcriber; and Sir Ulic Mackilligut recommend
ed his nephew, captain 0 Donaghan, to me 
as a partner; but Jery excufed himfelf, by 
faying I had got the head-ach; and, indeed, it 
was really fo, though I can’t imagine how he 
knew it. The place was fo hot, and the fmell 
fo different from what we are ufed to in the 
country, that I was quite feverifh when we 
came away. Aunt fays it is the effeft of a 
vulgar conftitution, reared among woods and 
mountains; and, that as I become accuftomed to 

genteel company, it will wear off----- Sir Ulic 
was very complaifant; made her a great many 
high-flown compliments; and when we retired, 
handed her with great ceremony to her chair. 
The captain, I believe, would have done me the 
fame favour; but my brother, feeing him advan
ce, took me under his arm, and wiflied him 

good
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good-night. The captain is a pretty man, to 
be fure; tall and ftraight, and well made; with 
light-gray eyes, and a Roman nofe; but there is 
a certain boldnefs in his look and manner, that 
puts one out of countenance-------But I am afraid 
I have put you out of all patience with this long 
unconnected fcrawl; which I ihall therefore con
clude , with affuring you, that neither Bath nor 
London, nor all the diverfions of life, fhall ever 
be able to efface the idea of my dear Lettv, from 
the heart of your ever affectionate

Lydia Melford.

To Mrs. Mary J o n e s, at Brambleton-hall.

Dear Molly Jones,

HEAVING got a frank, I now return your 
fever, which I received by Mr. Higgins at the 
Hot-Well, together with the ftockings, which 
his wife footed for me; but now they are of no 
farvice. No body wears fuch things in this place 
•—O Molly! you that live in the country have 
no deception of our doings at Bath. Here is 
fuch drefiing, and fiddling and dancing, and gad
ding, and courting, and plotting—O gracious! 
if God had not given me a good ftock of difcre- 
tion, what a power of things might not I reveal,

eon-
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confarning old miftrefs and young miftrefs; Jews 
with beards, that were no Jews; but bandfome 
Chriftians, without a hair upon their fin, ftrol- 
ling with fpe&acles, to get fpeech of Mifs Lid- 
dy. But fhe’s a dear fweet foul, as innocent as 
the child unborn. She has tould me aU her in
ward thoughts, and difclofed her paflion for Mr.' 
Wilfon; and that’s not his name neither; and 
thof he a&ed among the player-men, he is meat 
for their matters; and fhe has gi’en me her val- 
low trollopea; which Mrs. Drab, the manty- 
maker, fays will look very well when it is 
fcowred and fmoaked with lilfur—You knows 
as how, yallow fitts my fizzogmony. God, he 
knows what havock I fhall make among the 
mail-fex, when I make my firft appearance in 
this killing collar, with a full fut of gaze, as 
good as new, that I bought laft Friday of madam 
Friponeau, the French mullaner—Dear girl, I 
have feen all the fine fhews of Bath; the Prades, 
the Squires, and the Circlis, the Crafhit, the 
Hottogon, and Bloody Buildings, and Harry 
King’s row; and I have been twice in the Bath 
with miftrefs, and na’r a fmoak upon our backs, 

huffy-----The firft time I w^s mortally afraid, 
and fluttered all day; and afterwards made belie
ve that I had got the heddick; but miftrefs faid, 
if I didn’t go, I fliould take a dofe of bum-taffy; 
and fo remembring how it worked Mrs. Gwyl- 
lim, a pennorth, I chofe rather to go again with 
her into the Bath, and then I met with an axident.

I
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I dropt my petticoat, and could not get it up 
from the botom-------But what did that lignify? 
they mought laff, but they could fee nothing; 
for I was up to the fin in water. To be fure, it 
threw me into fuch a gumbuftion, that I know 
not what I faid, nor what I did, nor how they 
got me out, and rapt me in a blanket------ Mrs. 
Tabitha fcoulded a little when we got home; 
but fhe knows as I know what’s what—Ah Laud 
help you!—There is Sir Yury Micligut, of BaL 
naclinch, in the cunty of Kalloway-------1 took 
down the name from his gentleman, Mr. O 
Frizzle, and he has got an eftate of fifteen hund
red a-year—I am fure he is both rich and gene
rous-------But you nofe, Molly; I was always 
famous for keeping fecrets; and fo he was very 
fafe in trufting me with his flegm for miftrefs; 
which, to be lure, is very honourable; for Mr. 
O Frizzle allures me, he values not her portion 
a brafs varthing—And, indeed, what’s poor ten 
thoufand pounds to a Baron Knight of his fortu
ne? and, truly, I told Mr. O Frizzle, that was 
all fhe had to truft to------ As for John Thomas, 
he’s a morafs fellor—I vow, I thought he would 
a fit with Mr. O Frizzle, becaufe he axed me to 
dance with him at Spring Garden------ But Got 
he knows I have no thoughts eyther of wan or 
t’other.

As for houfe-news, the worft is, Chowder 
has fallen oft' greatly from his ftomick—He eats 
nothing but white meats, and not much of that;

and 
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and wheezes, and feems to be much bloated. 
The doftors think he is threatened with a dropfy 
—-ParCon Marrowfat, who has got the fame dis
order, finds great benefit from the waters; but 
Chowder feems to like them no better than the 
Tquire; and miftrefs fays, if his cafe don’t take 
a favourable turn, ilie will fartainly carry him 
to Aberga’nny , to drink goat’swhey—To be fu- 
re, the poor dear honymil is loft for want of 
axercife; for which reafon, fhe intends to give 
him an airing once a-day upon the Downs, in 
a poft-chaife——I have already made very credi
table correxions in this here place; where, to be 
fure, we have the very fquiotafenfe of futiety—. 
Mrs. Patcher, my lady Kilmacullock’s women, 
and I are fworn fitters. She has Ihewn me all 
her fecrets, and learned me to wafh gaze, and 
refrafh rutty filks and bumbefeens, by boiling 
them with winegar, chamberlye, and ttale beer. 
My fhort fack and apron luck as good as new 
from the ftiop, and my pumpydoor as frefti as a 
rofe, by the help of turtle-water—But this is all 
Greek and Latten to you, Molly—If we fhnuld 
come to Aberga’nny, you’ll be within a day's ride 
of us; and then we fhall fee wan another, pleafe 
God——If not, remember me in your prayers, as I 
ihall do by you in mine; and take care of my kit
ten, and give my kind farvice to Sall; and this is 
all at prefent, from your beloved friend and farvent.

Bath, April 26. Winifred Jenkins.

Vol. I. F To
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To Mrs. Gwillim, Houfe-keeper, at 
Brambleton-hall.

I AM aftonifhed, that Dr. Lewis ftiould take 
upon him to give away Alderney, without my 
privity and concurrants—What lignifies my bro
thers order? My brother is little better than Non- 
compufli. He would give away the fliirt off his 
back, and the teeth out of his head; nay, as for 
that matter, be would have ruinated the family 
with his ridiculous charities, if it had not been 
for my four quarters-------What between his will- 
fulnefs and his wafte, his trumps, and his frenzy, 
I lead the life of an indented Have. Alderney ga
ve four gallons a day, ever fince the calf was 
fent to market. There is fo much milk out of 
my dairy, and the prefs muft ftand ftill: but I 
won’t loofe a cheefe-paring; and the milk fhall 
be made good, if the farvents Ihould go without 
butter. If they muft needs have butter, let them 
make it of Iheep’s milk; but then my wool will 
fuffer for want of grace; fo that I muft be a lofer 
on all fides------ Well, patience is like a ftout 
Wellh poney; it bears a great deal, and 
trots a great way; but it will tire at the 
long-run. Before its long, perhaps I may 
Ihew Matt, that I was not born to be houf- 
hold drudge to my dying day------ Gwyn rites 

from Crickhowel, that the price of flannel is fal
len 
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len three-farthings an ell; and that’s another good 
penny out of my pocket-------When I go to mar
ket to fell, my commodity ftinks; but when I , 
want to buy the commoneft thing, the owner 
prick it up under my nofe; and it can’t be had 
for love nor money------ 1 think every thing runs 
crofs at Brambletonhall------ You fay the gander 
has! broke the eggs, which is a phinumenon I 
don’t underftand; for when the fox carried off 
the old goofe laft year, he took her place, and 
hatched the eggs, and parte&ed the goflings li
ke a tender parent------ Then you tell me the 
thunder has foured two barrels of beer in the fel
ler. But how the thunder Ihould get there, 
when the feller was double-locked, I can’t com
prehend. Howfomever, I won’t have the beer 
thrown out, till I fee it with my own eyes. 
Perhaps, it will recover----- At leaft it will fer- 

ve for vinegar to the farvants. You may leave 
off the fires in my brother’s chamber and mine, 

as it is unfartain when whe return.----- 1 hope, 
Gwyllim, you’ll take care there is no wafte; 
and have an eye to the maids, and keep them to 
their fpinning. I think they may go very well 

without beer in hot weather-----It ferves only 
to inflame the blood, and fet them a-gog after 
the men. Water will make them fair, and keep 
them cool and temperit. Don’t forget to put up 
in the portmantle, that cums with Williams, 
along with my riding habit, hat, and feather, the 
viol of purlwatcr, and the tincktur for my fto- 

F 2----------------- mach; 
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uiach; being as how I am much troubled with 
flutterencies. This is all at prefent, from

Yours,

Bath, April 26. Tabitha Bramble.

To Dr. Lewis.

Dear Dick,

J I HAVE done with the waters ; therefore 
your advice comes a day too late------ 1 grant 
that phyfic is no myftery of your making. I 
know it is a myftery in its own nature; and, 
like other myfteries, requires a ftrong gulp of 
faith to make it go down------ Two days ago, I 
went into the King’s Bath, by the advice of our v 
friend Ch-------, in order to clear the ftrainer of 
the ikin, for the benefit of a free perfpiration; 
and the firft objeft that faluted my eye, was a t 

child full of fcrophulous ulcers, carried in the 
arms of one of the guides, under the very nofes 
of the bathers. I was fo fliocked at the fight, 
that I retired immediately with indignation and 
difguft-------Suppofe the matter of thofe ulcers, 
floating oh the water, comes in contaft with 
my fkin, when the pores are all open, I would 
alk you what muft be die confequence?—Good

Hea- ,
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Heaven, the very thought makes my blood run 
cold ’ we know not what fores may be running 
into the water while we are bathing, and what 
fort of matter we may thus imbibe; the king’s- 
evil, the fcurvy, the cancer, and the pox; and, 
no doubt, the heat will render the virur the 
more volatile and penetrating. To purify my- 
felf from all fuch contamination, I went to the 
Duke of Ringfton’s private Bath, and there I was 
almoft fuffocated for want of free air, the place 
was fo fmall, and the fteam fo ftifling.

After all, if the intention is no more than to 
wafh the fkin, I am convinced that fimpje ele
ment is more effe&ual than any water im
pregnated with fait and iron; which, being 
aftringent, will certainly contract the pores, and 
leave a kind of cruft upon the furface of the bo
dy. But I am now as much afraid of drinking, 
as of bathing; for, after a long converfation with 
the Do&or, about the conftruftion of the pump 

- and the ciftern, it is very far from being clear 
with me, that the patients in the Pump-room 
don’t fwallow the fcourings of the bathers. I 
can’t help fufpe&ing, that there is, cr may be, 
fome regurgitation from the bath into the ciftern 
of the pump. Io that cafe, w’hat a delicate be- 
veridge is every day quaffed by the drinkers; 
medicated with the fweat, and dirt, and dandriff; 
and the abominable difcharges of various kinds, 
from twenty different difeafed bodies, parboiling 
in the kettle below. In order to avoid this 

F 3 filthy
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filthy compofition, I had recourfe to the fpring 
that fupplies the private baths on the Abbey
green; but I at once perceived fomething extra
ordinary in the tafte and fmell; and, upon en
quiry, I find that the Roman baths in this quar
ter, were found covered by an old burying 
ground, belonging to the Abbey; through which, 
in all probability, the water drains in irs paffage: 
fo that as we drink the decoftion of living bodies 
at the Pump-room, we fwallow the ftrainings of 
rotten bones and carcafes at the private bath—. 
I vow to God, the very idea turns my ftomach! 
—determined, as I am, againft any farther ufe 
of the Bath-waters, this confideration would give 
me little difturbance, if I could find any thing 
more pure, or lefs pernicious, to quench my 
thirft; but, although the natural fprings of excel
lent water are feen gulhing fpontaneous on every 
fide, from the hills that furround us, the inha
bitants in general make ufe of well-water, fo im
pregnated with nitre, or alum, or fome other vil
lainous mineral, that it is equally ungrateful to 
the tafte, and mifehievous to the conftitution. It 
muft be owned, indeed, that here, in Milfham- 
ftreet, we have a precarious and fcanty fupply 
from the hill; which is colle&ed in an open 
bafon in the Circus, liable to be defiled with dead 
dogs, cats, rats, and every fpecies of naftinefs, 
which the rafcally populace may throw into it, 
from mere wantonnefs and brutality.---- -

Well,
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Well, there is no nation that drinks fo hog- 
gifhly as the Englilh-------What paftes for wine 
among us, is not the juice of the grape. It is 
an adulterous mixture, brewed up of naufeous 
ingredients, by dunces, who are bunglers in the 
art of poifor-making; and yet we, and our fore
fathers, are and have been poifoned by this 
curfed drench, without tafte or flavour------ The 
only genuine and wholefome beveridge in Eng
land, is London porter, and Dorchefter table- 
beer; but as for your ale and your gin, your 
cyder and your perry, and all the trafliy family 
of made wines, I deleft them as infernal compo- 
fitions, contrived for the deftru&ion of the 
human fpecies.------But what have I to do with 
the human fpecies? except a very few friends, I 
care not if the whole wTas----- .

Hark ye, Lewis, my mifanthropy increafes 
every day—The longer I live,I find the folly and 
the fraud of mankind grow more and more into
lerable—1 wifh I had not come from Brambleton
hall; after having lived in folitude fo long, I can
not bear the hurry and impertinence of the mul
titude ; befides, every thing is fopbifticated in 
tbefe crowded places. Snares are laid for our 
lives in every thing we eat or drink: the very 
air we breathe, is loaded with contagion. We 
cannot even fleep, without rifque of infection. 
I fay, infection—This place is the rendezvous 
of the difeafed----- You won’t deny, that many 
difeafes are infectious; even the confumption it-

F 4 felf,
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felf, is highly infeftious. When a perfon dies 
of it in Italy, the bed and bedding are deftroyed; 
the other furniture is expofed to the weather, 
and the apartment white-waflied, before it is oc
cupied by any other living foul. You’ll allow, 
that nothing receives infection fooner, or retains 
it longer, than blankets, feather-beds, and ma- 
trafles------ ’Sdeath I how do I know what mife- 
rable objects have been ftewing in the bed where 
I now lie!------ 1 wonder, Dick, you did not 
put me in mind of fending for my own matraffes 
—■ - But, if I had not been an afs, I Ihould not 
have needed a remembrancer------ There is al
ways fome plaguy refleftion that rifes up in 
judgment againft me, and ruffles my fpirits-----— 
Therefore, let us change the fubjeft------

I have other reafons for abridging my flay at 
Bath-------You know filler Tabby’s complexion 
-------If Mrs. Tabitha Bramble had been of any 
other race, I Ihould certainly have looked upon 
her as the moft——But, the truth is, ihe has 
found means to intereft my aft'eftion; or, rather, 
fhe is beholden to the force of prejudice, com
monly called the ties of blood. Well, this 
amiable maiden has actually commenced a flirting 
correfpondence with an Irifli baronet of fixty- 
five. His name is Sir Ulic Mackilligut. He is 
faid to be much out at elbows; and, I believe, 
has received falfe intelligence with refpeft to her 
fortune. Be that as it may, the connection 
is exceedingly ridiculous, and begins already to

ex-
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excite whifpers. For my part, I have no inten
tion to difpute her free agency: though I fhall' 
fall upon fome expedient to undeceive her para
mour, as to the point which he has principally 
in view. But I don’t think her conduct is a 
proper example for Liddy, who has alfo attracted 
the notice of fome coxcombs in the rooms; and 
Jery tells me, he fufpe&s a (trapping fellow, the 
Knight’s nephew, of fome defign upon the girl’s 
heart. I fhall, therefore, keep a ftrift eye over 
her aunt and her, and even (Lift the fcene, if I 
find the matter grow more ferious------ -You per
ceive what an agreeable talk it muft be, to a 
man of my kidney, to have the cure of fuch 
fouls as thefe------But, hold, you fhall not 
have another peevifli word (till the next oc- 
cafion) from

Yours,

Bath, April 28.

Matt. Bramble.

’ F 5 To
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To Sir Wat kin Phillips of Jefus 
College, Oxon.

Dear Knight,

I THINK thofe people are unreafonable, who 
complain that Bath is a contracted circle, in which 
the fame dull fcenes perpetually revolve, without 
variation------ 1 am, on the contrary, amazed 
to find fo fmall a place, fo crowded with enter
tainment and variety. London itfelf can hardly 
exhibit one fpecies of diverfion, to which we 
have not fomething analogous at Bath, over and 
above thofe lingular advantages that are peculiar 
to the place. Here, for example, a man has 
daily opportunities of feeing the moft remarkable 
characters of the community. He fees them in 
their natural attitudes and true colours; defcend- 
ed from their pedeftals, and divefted of their for
mal draperies, undifguifed by art and afieCtation 
-------Here we have minifters of ftate, judges, ge
nerals, bifhops, projectors, philofophers, wits, 
poets, players, cbemifls, fiddlers, and buffoons. 
If he makes any confiderable ftay in the place, he 
is fare of meeting with fome particular friend, 
whom he did not expeft to fee; and to me the
re is nothing more agreeable, than fuch cafual 
rencounters-------Another entertainment, peculiar 
to Bath, arifes from the general mixture of all 
degrees affembled in our public rooms, without 

dif-
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diftinftion of rank or fortune. This is what my 
uncle reprobates, as a monftrous jumble of hete
rogeneous principles; a vile mob of noife and im
pertinence, without decency or fubordination. 
But this chaos is to me a fource of infinite amu- 
fement.

I was extremely diverted, laft ball-night, to 
fee the Mailer of the Ceremonies leading, with 
great folemnity, to the upper end of the room, 
an antiquated Abigail, drefied in her lady’s caft 
clothes; whom he (I fuppofe) miftook for fome 
countefs juft arrived at the Bath. The ball was 
opened by a Scotch lord, with a mulatto heirefs 
from St. Chriftopher’s; and the gay colonel Tin- 
fel danced all the evening with the daughter of 
an eminent tinman from ^he borough of South
wark------ Yefterday morning, at the Pump room 
I faw a brockenwinded Wapping landlady fquoe- 
ze through a circle of peers, to falute her bran
dy-merchant, who ftood by the window, prop’d 
upon crutches; and a paralytic attorney of Shoe
lane , in fliuffling up to the bar, kicked the fhins 
of the chancellor of England, while his lordlhip, 
in a cut bob, drank a glafs of water at the pump. 
I cannot account for my being pleafed with thefe 
incidents, any other way than by faying, they 
are truly ridiculous in their own nature, and fer- 
ve to heighten the humour in the farce of life, 
which I am determined to enjoy as long as I 
can.------

Thofe '
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Thofe follies, that move my uncle’s fpleen, ex
cite my laughter. He is as tender as a man 
without a fkin; who cannot bear the flighted 
touch without flinching. What tickles another 
Would give him torment; and yet he has what 
we may call lucid intervals, when he is remark
ably facetious------ Indeed, I never knew a hy
pochondriac fo apt to be infefted with good-hu
mour. He is the moft riiible mifantrope I ever 
met with. A lucky joke, or any ludicrous inci
dent, will fet him a-laughing immoderately, even 
in one of his moft gloomy paroxyfms; and, when 
the laugh is over, he will curfe his own imbecil- 
lity. In converting with Grangers, he betrays 
no marks of difquiet—He is fplenetic with his 
familiars only; and not even with them, while 
they keep his attention employed ; but when his 
fpirits are not exerted externally, they feem to 
recoil and prey upon himfelf—He has renounced 
the waters with execration; but he begins to 
find a more efficacious, and, certainly, a much 
more palatable remedy in the pleafures of focie- 
ty. He has difcovered fome old friends, among 
the invalids of Bath; and, in particular, renew
ed his acquaintance with the celebrated James 
Quin, who certainly did not come here to drink 
water. You cannot doubt, but that I had the 
ftrongeft curiofity to know this original; and it 
was gratified by Mr. Bramble, who has had him 
twice at our houfe to dinner.

So
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So far as I am able to judge, Quin’s character 
is rather more refpeCtable than it has been gene
rally reprefemed. His bon mots are in every wit. 
ling’s mouth; but many of them have a rank fla
vour , which one would be apt to think was de
rived from a natural grofsnefs of idea. 1 fufpeCt, 
however, that juftice has not been done the au
thor, by the collectors of thofe Quintana ; who 
have let the beft of them flip through their fin
gers, and only retained fuch as were fuited to the 
tafte and organs of the multitude. How for he 
may relax in his hours of jollity, I cannot pre
tend to fay; but his geperal converfation is con
ducted by the niceft rules of propriety; and Mr. 
James Quin is, certainly, one of the beft bred 
men in the kingdom. He is not only a moft 
agreeable companion; but (as I am credibly in
formed) a very honeft man; highly fufceptible 
of friendfhip, warm, fteady, and even generous 
in his attachments; disdaining flattery, and in
capable of meannefs and diflimulation. Were I 
to judge, however, from Quin’s eye alone, I 
fhould take him to be proud, infolent, and cruel. 
There is fomething remarkably fevere and forbid
ding in his afpeCt; and, I have been told, he 
Was ever difpofed to infult his inferiors and de
pendants.------ Perhaps that report has influenced 
my opinion of his looks----- -You know we are 
the fools of prejudice. Howfoever that may be, 
I have as yet feen nothing but his favourable 
fide: and my uncle, who frequently confers with

him
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him in a corner, declares he is one of the moft 
fenfible men be ever knew------ He teems to ha
ve a reciprocal regard for old Square-toes, whom 
he calls by the familiar name of Matthew, and 
often reminds of their old tavern-adventures: on 
the other hand, Matthew’s eyes fparkle when
ever Quin makes his appearance-——Let him be 
never fo jarring and difcordant, Quin puts him 
in tune; and, like treble and bafs in the fame 
concert, they make excellent mufic together— 
T’other day, the converfation turning upon 
Sbakefpeare, I could not help faying, with feme 
emotion, that I would give an hundred guineas 
to fee Mr. Quin aft the part of Falftaff; upon 
which, turning to me with a finite, “And I 
“would give a thoufand, young gentleman, 
“(faid he) that I could gratify your longing.” 
My uncle and he are perfectly agreed in their 
eftimate of life; which, Quin fays, would ftink 
in his'noftrils, if he did not fteep it in claret.

I want to fee this phenomenon in his cups; 
and have almoft prevailed upon uncle to give 
him a fmall turtle at the Bear. In the mean time, 
I muft entertain you with an incident, that feems 
to confirm the judgment of thofe two cynic pbilo- 
fophers. I took the liberty to differ in opinion from 
Mr. Bramble, when he obferved, that the mixtu
re of people in the entertainments of this place 
was deftruftive of all order and urbanity; that 
it rendered the plebeians infufferably arrogant and 
troublefome, and vulgarized the deportment and 

fenti- 
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fentiments of thofe who moved in the upper 
fpheres of life. He faid, fuch a prepofterous 
coalition would bring us into contempt with all 
our neighbours; and was worfe, in faft, than 
debating the gold coin of the nation. I argued, 
on the contrary, that thofe plebeians who 
difcovered fuch eagernefs to imitate the drefs and 
equipage of their fuperiors, would likewife, in 
time, adopt their maxims and their manners, be 
polifhed by their converfation, and refined by 
their example; but when I appealed to Mr. Quin, 
and allied if he did not think that fuch an unre- 
ferved mixture would improve the whole mafs? 

■------“Yes, (faid he) as a plate of marmalade 
“ would improve a pan of firreverence.”

I owned I was not much converfant in high
life, but I had feen what were called polite af- 
femblies in London and elfewhere; that thofe of 
Bath feemed to be as decent as any; and that, 
upon the whole, the individuals that compofed 
it, would not be found deficient in good manners 
and decorum. “But let us have recurfe to ex- 
“perience, (faid 1)------Jack Holder, who was 
“intended for a parfon, bas fucceeded to’an eftate 
“of two thoufand a-year, by the death of his 
“ elder brother. He is now at the B*th, driving 
“ about in a phaeton and four, with French horns. 
“He has treated with turtle and claret at all the 
“ taverns in Bath and Briftol, till his guefts are 
'‘gorged with good cheat: he has bought a 
“dozen fuits of fine clothes, by the advice of the 

“ Mallee 
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“ Mafter of the Ceremonies, under whofe tuition 
“be has entered himfelf; he has loft fome 
“hundreds at billiards to ftiarpers, and taken one 
“of the nymphs of Avon-ftreet into keeping; but, 
“finding all thefe channels infufficient to drain 
“him of his current cafh, bis counfellor has en- 
“ gaged him to give a general tea-drinking to- 
“ morrow at Wiltfllire's room. In order to give 
“it the more eclat, every table is to be furniflied 
“with fweat-meats and nofegays; which, how- 
“ever, are not to be touched till notice is given 
“by the ringing of a bell, and then the ladies 
“may help themfelves without reftriftion. This 
“will be no bad way of trying the company’s 
“ breeding-------”

“I will abide by that experiment, (cried my 
“uncle) and if 1 could’find a place to ftand fecu- 
“re, without the vortex of the tumult, which I 
“know will enfue, I would certainly go thither 
“and enjoy the fcene.” Quin propofed that we 
fhould take our ftation in the mufic-gallery; and 
we took his advice. Holder had got thither be
fore us, with his horns perdue; but we were 
admitted. The tea-drinking palled as ufual; and 
the company having rifen from the tables, were 
fauntering in groupes, in expeftation of the fignal 
for attack, when the bell beginning to ring, they 
flew with eagernefs to the defert, and the whole 
place was inftantly in commotion. There was 
nothing but juftling, fcrambling, pulling, fnatch- 
ing, ftruggling, fcolding, and fcreaming. The 

nofe-
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nofegays were torn from one another’s hands and. 
bofoms; the glafles and china went to wreck; 
the tables and floor were ftrewed with comfits. 
Some cried; fome fwore; and the tropes and 
figures,of Billingsgate were ufed without referve 
in all their native zeft and flavour;, nor were 
thofe flowers of rhetoric unattended with figni- 
ficant gefticulations. Some fnapped their fingers; 
fome forked them out; fome clapped their hands, 
and fome their back-fides; at length, they fairly- 
proceeded to pulling caps, and every thing feem
ed to prefage a general battle; when Holder 
ordered his horns to found a charge, with a view 
to animate the combatants, and inflame the con- 
tbft; but this manoeuvre produced an effeft quite 
contrary to what Jie expefted. It was a note of 
reproach that roufed them to an immediate fenfe 
of their difgraceful fituation. They were afliam- 
ed of their abfurd deportment, and fuddenly de- 
fifted. They gathered up their caps, ruffles, 
and handkerchiefs ; and great part of them retired 
in filent mortification.

Quin laughed at this adventure; but my un
cle’s delicacy was hurt. He hung his head in 
manifeft chagrin, and feemed to repine at the 
triumph of his judgment-------Indeed* his viftory 
■was more complete than he imagined; for, as 
we afterwards learned, the two amazons who 
fingularized themfelves moft in the aftion, did 
not come from the purlieus of Puddle-dock, but 
from the courtly neighbourhood of St. James’s

Vol. I. G palace
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palace. One was a baronefs , and the other a 
wealthy knight’s dowager------ -My uncle fpoke 
not a word, till we had made our retreat good 
to the coffee-houfe: where, taking off his hat 
and wiping his forehead, “I blefs God (faid he) 
“that Mrs. Tabitha Bramble did not take the field 
“to-day!” “I Would pit her for a cool hundred 
“(cried Quin) again# the be# fliake-bag of the 
“ whole main.” The truth is, nothing could 
have kept her at home but the accident of her 
having taken phylic before fhe knew the nature 
of the entertainment. She has been for fome 
days furbifhing up an old fuit of black velvet, to 
make her appearance as Sir Ulic’s partner at the 
next ball.

I have much to fay of this amiable kinfwoman; 
but Ilie has not been properly introduced to your 
acquaintance. She is remarkably civil to Mr. 
Quin; of whofe farcaftic humour ihe feems to 
ftand in awe; but her caution is no match for her 
impertinence. “Mr. Gwynn, (faid fhe the other 
“day) I was once vaftly entertained with your 
“ playing the Ghoft of Gimlet at Drury-lane, when 
“you rofe up through the ftage, with a white 
4< face and red eyes, and fpoke of quails upon th& 
“frightful porcofine------Do, pray, fpout a little
“the Ghoft of Gimlet? “Madam, (faid Quin, 
“ with a glance of ineffable difdain) the Ghoft of 

“ Gimlet is laid , never to rife again----- In- 
fenfible of this check, fhe proceeded: “Well, 
“ to be fure, you looked and talked fo like a real 

“ghoft;
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“ghoft; and then the cock crowed fo natural. 
“I wonder how you could teach him to crow fo 
“exa&, in the very nick of time; but, I fup- 
“ pofe, he’s game------ An’t he game, Mr. 
“Gwynn?” “Dunghill, madam.” “Well, 
“dunghill, or not dunghill, he has got fuch a 
“clear counter-tenor, that I wifh I had fuch 
“another at Brambleton-hall, to wake the maids 
“of a morning. Do you know where I could 
“find one of his brood?” “Probably in the work- 
“houfe of St. Giles’s parifh, madam; but I proteft 
“I know not his particular mew.” My uncle, 
frying with vexation, cried, “Good God, lifter, 
“how you talk! I have told you twenty times, 
“ that this gentleman’s name is not Gwynn.-—” 
“ Hoity toity, brother mine, (fhe replied) no 
“offence, I hope----- Gwynn is an honourable 
“name, of true old Britifh extraction------1 

“ thought the gentleman had been come of Mrs. 
“Helen Gwynn, who was of his own profefiion; 
“ and if fo be that were the cafe, he might be of 
“king Charles’s breed, and have royal blood in 
“his veins—” “No, madam, (anfwered Quin, 
“with great folemnity) my mother was not a 
“whore offuch diftin&ion----- True it is, I am 

“fometimes tempted to believe myfelf of royal 
“ defcent; for my inclinations are often arbitrary 
“-----If I was an abfolute prince, at this in- 

“ ftant, I believe I ihould fend for the head of 
“ your cook in a charger-----She has committed 

“felony on the perfon of that John Dory; which
G a “is
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<cis mangled in a cruel manner, and even pre- 
“ fen ted without fauce-------0 temporal 0 
“mores!”

This good-humoured fally turned the conver- 
fation into a lefs difagreeable channel-------But, 
left you fhould think my fcribble as tedious as 
Mrs. Tabby’s clack, I fhall not add another 
•word, but that I am, as ufaal,

Yours,

Bath, April 30. J. Melford.

To Dr. Lewis.

Dear Lewis,

I RECEIVED your bill upon Wiltfhire, 
which was pun&ually honoured; but as I don’t 
chufe to keep fo much cafli by me, in a common 
lodginghoufe, I have depofited 2501, in the bank 
of Bath, and fhall take their bills for it in Lon
don, when I leave this place, where the feafon 
draws to an end------ You muft know, that now 
being a-foot, I am refolved to give Liddy a 
glimpfe of London. She is one of the beft-heart- 
ed creatures I ever knew, and gains upon my 
affeftion every day------ -As for Tabby, I have 
dropt fuch hints .to the Irilh baronet, concerning

her 
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her fortune, as, I make no doubt, will cool the 
ardour of his addreffes. Then her pride will 
take the alarm; and the rancour of ftale maiden- 
hood being chafed,, we fhall hear nothing but 
ilander and abufe of Sir Ulic Mackilligut—This 
rupture, I forefee, will facilitate our departure 
from Bath; where, at prefent, Tabby feems to 
enjoy herfelf with peculiar fatisfaftion. For my 
part, I deteft it fo much, that I fhould not have 
been able to flay fo long in the place if I had not 
difcovered fome old friends, whofe converfation 
alleviates my difguft------ ►Going to the coffee- 
houfe one forenoon, I could'not help bontem- 
plating the company, with equal furprife and 
compaffion------ We confifted of thirteen indivi
duals; feven lamed by the gout, rheumatifm, or 
palfy; three maimed by accident; and the reft 
either deaf or blind. One hobbled, another hop
ped, a third dragged his legs after him like a 
wounded fnake, a fourth ftraddled betwixt a pair 
of long crutches, like the mummy of a fellon 
hanging in chains; a fifth was bent into a hori
zontal pofition, like a mounted telefcope, fhoved 
in by a couple of chairmen; and a fixth was the 
buft of a man, fet upright in a wheel-machine, 
which the waiter moved from place to place.

Being ftruck with fome of their faces, I con- 
fulted the fubfcription book; and, perceiving the 
names of feveral old friends, began to confider 
the groupe with more attention. At length I 
difcovered rear-admiral Balderick, the companion

G 3 of
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of my youth, whom I had not feen fince he was 
appointed lieutenant of the Severn. He was 
metamorphofed into an old man, with a wooden 
leg and a weather-beaten face; which appeared 
the more ancient from his gray locks, that were 
truly venerable-------Sitting down at the table, 
where he was reading a news-paper, I gazed at 
him for fome minutes, with a mixture of pleafure 
and regret, which made my heart gufh with ten- 
dernefs; then, taking him by the hand, “Ab, 
“Sam, (faid I) forty years ago 1 little thought 
“------ M I was too much moved to proceed.

An old friend, fure enough I (cried he, fqueez- 
“ing my hand, and furveying me eagerly 
“through his glafles) I know the looming of 
“the veftel, though file has been hard (trained 
“fince we parted; but I can’t heave up the 
“name-——” The moment I told him who I 
was, he exclaimed, “ Ha I Matt, my old fellow- 
“cruifer, ftill afloat!” And, ftarting up, hugged 
me in his arms. His tranfport, however, boded 
me no good; for, in faluting me, he thruft the 
fpring of his fpe&acles into my eye, and, at the 
fame time, fet his wooden ftump upon my gouty 
toe; an attack that made me Hied tears in fad 
earneft------ After the hurry of our recognition 
was over, he pointed out two of our common 
friends in the room: the buft was what remained 
of colonel Cockril, who had loft the ufe of his 
limbs in making an American campaign; and the 
telefcope proved to be my college chum, Sir

Re-
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Reginald Bentley; whoj with his new title, and 
unexpected inheritance, commenced fox-hunter, 
without having ferved his apprenticefhip to the 
myftery; and, in confequepce of following the 
hounds thro’ a river, was feized with an inflam
mation in his bowels, which has contracted him 
into his prefent attitude.

Our former correfpondence was forthwith re
newed, with the moft hearty expreflions of mu
tual good-will; and as we had met fo unex
pectedly, we agreed to dine together that very 
day at the tavern. My friend Quin, being 
luckily unengaged, obliged us with his com
pany ; and, truly, this was the moft happy day 
I have paffed thefe twenty years. You and I, 
Lewis, having been always together, never taft- 
ed friendfliip in this high gout, contracted by 
long abfence. I cannot exprefs the half of what 
I felt at this cafual meeting of three or four com
panions , who had been fo long feparated, and 
fo roughly treated by the ftorms of life. It was 
a renovation of youth; a kind of refufcitation of 
the dead, that realized thofe interefting dreams, 
in which we fometimes retrieve our ancient 
friends from the grave. Perhaps, my enjoyment 
Was not the lefs pleafing for being mixed with 
a ftrain of melancholy, produced by the remem
brance of pair fcenes, that conjured up the ideas 
of fome endearing connections, which the hand 
of Death has aCtually diflolved.

G 4 The
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The fpirits and good-humour of the company 
feemed to triumph over the wreck of their con- 
ftitutions. They had even philofophy enough 
to joke upon their own calamities; fuch is the 
power of friendfhip , the fovereign cordial of life 
.-------1 afterwards found, however, that they
were not without their moments, and even hours 
of difquiet. Each of them apart, in fucceeding 
conferences, expatiated upon his own particular 
grievances; and they were all malecontents at 
bottom-------Over and above their perfonal difaf- 
ters, they thought themfelves unfortunate in the 
lottery of life. Balderick complained, that all 
the recompence he had received for his long and 
hard fervice, was the half-pay of a rear-admiral. 
The colonel was mortified to fee himfelf over
topped by upftart generals, fome of whom he 
had once commanded; and, being a man of a li
beral turn, could ill put up with a moderate an
nuity, for which he had fold his commifilon. As 
for the baronet, having run himfelf confiderably 
in debt, on a contefted eleftion, he has been 
obliged to relinquifh his feat in parliament, and 
his feat in the country at the fame time, and put 
his eftate to nurfe: but his chagrin, which is the 
effeft of his own mifconduft, does not affeft me 
half fo much as that of the other two; who have 
afted honourable and diftinguifhed parts on the 
great theatre, and are now reduced to lead a 
weary life in this ftew-pan of idlenefs and in- 
fignificance. They have long left off ufing the

waters,
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waters, after having experienced their inefficacy. 
The diverfions of the place they are not in a con
dition to enjoy. How then do they make fhift 
to pafs their time ? In the forenoon, they crawl 
out to the rooms or the coflee-houfe, where they 
take a hand at whift, or defcant upon the Ge
neral Advertifer ; and their evenings they murder 
in private parties, among peeviffi invalids, and 
infipid old women------ This is the cafe with a 
good number of individuals, whom Nature feems 
to have intended for better purpofes.

About a dozen years ago, many decent fami
lies, reftrifted to fmall fortunes, befides thofe 
that came hither on the fcore o£ health, were 
tempted to fettle at Bath, where they could 
then live comfortably, and even make a genteel 
appearance, at a fmall expence: but the madnefs 
of the times has made the place too hot for them, 
and they are now obliged to think of other mi
grations------ Some have already fled to the 
mountains of Wales, and others have retired to 
Exeter. Thither, no doubt, they will be fol
lowed by the flood of luxury and extravagance, 
■which will drive them from place to place to the 
very Land’s End; and there, I fuppofe, they will 
be obliged to fhip themfelves to fome other 
country. Bath is become a mere fink of profli
gacy and extortion. Every* article of houfe- 
keeping is raifed to an enormous price; a cir- 
cumftance no longer to be wondered at, when 
we know that every petty retainer of fortune,

G 5 piques
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piques himfelf upon keeping a table, and thinks 
*tis for the honour of his character to wink at 
the knavery of his fervants, who are in a con
federacy with the market-people; and, of con- 
fequence, pay whatever they demand. Here is 
now a mulhroom of opulence, who pays a cook 
feventy guineas a-week for furnifhing him with 
one meal a-day. This portentous frenzy is be
come fo contagious, that the very rabble and re- 
fufe of mankind are infefted. I have known a 
negro-driver, from Jamaica, pay over-night tQ 
the mafter of one of the rooms, fixty-five guineas 
for tea and coffee to the company, and leave 

' Bath next morning, in fuch obfcurity, that not 
one of his guefts bad the flighted: idea of his per- 
fon, or even made the lead inquiry about his 
name. Incidents of this kind are frequent; and 
every day teems with frefh abfurdities, which'are 
too grofs to make a thinking man merry.---- 
But I feel the fpleen creeping on me apace; and 
therefore will indulge you with a ceffation, that 
you may have no unneceflary caufe to curfe 
your correfpondence with,

Dear Dick,

yours ever,

Bath, May g. Matt. Bramble.

To
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To Mifs Letitia Willis, at Gloucefter.

My Dear Letty,

I WROTE you at great length by the poft, 
the twenty-fixth of laft month, to which I refer 
you for an account of our proceedings at Bath; 
and I expert your anfwer with impatience. But, 
having this opportunity of a private hand, I fend 
you two dozen of Bath rings; fix of the beft of 
which I defire you will keep for yourfelf, and 
diftribute the reft among the young ladies, our 
common friends, as you fiiall think proper  
I don't know how you will approve of the mot
toes ; fome of them are not much to my own 
liking; but I was obliged to take fuch as I could 
find ready manufactured------ 1 am vexed, that 
neither you nor I have received any further in
formation of a certain perfon—Sure it can’t be 
wilful negleCt!—O my dear Willis! I begin to be 
vifited by ftrange fancies, and to have fome me
lancholy doubts; which, however, it would be 
ungenerous to harbour without further inquiry— 
My uncle, who has made me a prefent of a very 
fine fet of garnets, talks of treating us with a 
jaunt to London; which, you may imagine, will 
be highly agreeable: but I like Bath fo well, that 
I hope he won’t think of leaving it till the feafon 
is quite over; and yet, betwixt friends, fome- 

,-- thing
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thing has happened to my aunt, which will pro. 
bably Ihorten our ftay in this place.

Yefterday, in the forenoon, Ilie went by her- 
felf to a breakfafting in one of the rooms; and, 
in half an hour, returned in great agitation, hav
ing Chowder along with her in the chair. I be
lieve fome accident muft have happened to that 
unlucky animal, which is the great fource of all 
her troubles. Dear Letty I what a pity it is, 
that a woman of her years and difcretion, ihould 
place her affection upon fuch an ugly, ill-con
ditioned cur, that fnarls and fnaps at every body. 
I aflced John Thomas, the footman who attended 
her, what was the matter? and he did nothing 
but s^rin. A famous dog-doftor was fent for, 
and undertook to cure the patient, provided he 
might carry him home to his own houfe; but 
his miftrefs would not part with him out of her 
own light-------She ordered the cook to warm 
clothes, which Ihe applied to bis bowels with 
her own hand. She gave up all thoughts of 
going to the ball in the evening; and when Sir 
Ulic came to drink tea, refufed to be.feen; fo 
that he went away to look for another partner. 
My brother Jery whittles and dances. My uncle 
fometimes ihrugs up his fhoulders, and fome- 
times burfts out a-laughing. My aunt fobs and 
fcolds by turns; and her woman, Win. Jenkins, 
ftares and wonders with a foolifti face of curio- 
ftty; and, for my part, I am as curious as fhe, 
but afhamed to afk queftions.

Per-
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. Perhaps time will difcover the myftery; for if 
it was any thing that happened in the Rooms, it 
can’t be long concealed------ All I know is, that 
laft night at fupper, Mifs Bramble fpoke very 
difdainfully of Sir Ulic Mackilligut, and alked 
her brother if he intended to keep us fweltering 
all the fummer at Bath? “No, lifter Tabitha, 
“ (faid he, with an arch fmile) we fball retreat 
“before the Dog days begin; though I make no 
“doubt, that with a little temperance and 
“difcretion, our conftitution might be kept cool 
“enough all the year, even at Bath.” As I 
don’t know the meaning of that infinuation, I 
won’t pretend to make any remarks upon it at 
prefent: hereafter, perhaps, I may be able to 
explain it more to your fatisfaftion----- In the 
mean time I beg you will be pan&ual in your 
correfpondence, and continue to love your ever 
faithful

Bath, JMay 6.

Lydia Melford,

To
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To Sir Watkin Phillips, Bart, of Jefus 
College, Oxon.

SO then Mrs. Blackerby’s affair has proved a 
falfe alarm, and I have faved my money? I wifh, 
however, her declaration had not been fo prema
ture, for though my being thought capable of 
making her a mother, might have given me fome 
credit, the reputation of an intrigue with fuch a 
cracked pitcher does me no honour at all------ In 
my laft I told you I had hopes of feeing Quin, 
in his hours of elevation at the tavern, which is 
the temple of mirth and good-fellowfhip; where 
he, as Prieft of Comus, utters the infpirations of 
•wit and humour------ T have had that fatisfaftion. 
I have dined v ith this club at the Three Tuns, 
and had the honour to fit him out. At half an 
hour paft eight in the evening, he was carried 
home with fix good bottles of claret under his 
belt; and it being then Friday, he gave orders 
that he Ihould not be difturbed till Sunday at 
noon------ You muft not imagine that this dofe 
had any other effeft upon bis converfation, but 
that of making it more extravagantly entertain
ing------ He had loft the ufe of his limbs, indeed, 
feveral hours before we parted, but he retained 
all his other faculties in perfeftion; and as he 
gave vent to every whimfical idea as it rofe, I 
was really aftonifhed at the brillancy of his 
thoughts, and the force of his expreftion. Quin 

is
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is a real voluptuary in the articles of eating and 
drinking; and fo confirmed an epicure, in the 
common acceptation of the term, that he can
not put up with ordinary fare. This is a point 
of fuch importance with him, that he always 
takes upon himfelf the charge of catering; and a 
man admitted to his mefs, is always fare'of 
eating delicate victuals, and drinking excellent 
wine -—He owns himfelf addicted to the de
lights of the ftomach, and often jokes upon his 
own fenfaality; but there is nothing felfifa in 
this appetite1 " ■■■He finds that good chear unties 
good company; exhilarates the fpirits, opens 
the heart, banifaes all reftraint from converfa- 
tion, and promotes the happieft purpofes of facial 
life.------But Mr. James Quin is not a fabjeft to 
be difcufTed in the compafs of one letter; I fhall 
therefore, at prefent, leave him to his repofe, 
and call another of a very different complexion.

You defire to have further acquaintance with 
the perfon of our aunt, and promife yourfelf 
much entertainment from her connexion with 
Sir Ulic Mackilligut; but in this hope you are 
baulked already; that connexion is difiblved. 
The Irifh baronet is an old hound, that, finding 
her carrion, has quitted the fcent------ 1 have al
ready told you, that Mrs. Tabitha Bramble is a 
maiden of forty-five. In her-perfan, fhe is tall, 
raw-boned, aukward, flat-chefted, and itooping; 
her complexion is fallow and freckled; her eyes 
are not gray, but greenilh, like thofe of a cat, 

and
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' and generally inflamed; her hair is of a fandy, 
or rather dufty hue; her forehead low; her nofe 
long, fharp, and, towards the extremity, always 
red in cool weather; her lips fkinny, her mouth 
extenfive, her teeth ftraggling and loofe, of va
rious colours and conformation; and her long 
neck fhrivelled into a thoufand wrinkles-___In 
her temper, fhe is proud, ftiff, vain, imperious, 
prying, malicious, greedy, and uncharitable. In 
all likelihood, her natural auflerity has been 
foured by difappointment in love; for her long 
celibacy is by no means owing to her diflike of 
matrimony: on the contrary, fhe has left no 
ftone unturned to avoid the reproachful epithet 
of old maid.

Before I was born, file had gone fuch lengths 
in the way of flirting with a recruiting officer, 
that her reputation was a little finged. She 
afterwards made advances to the curate of the 
parifh, who dropped fome diftant hints about 
the next prefentation to the living, which was in 
her brother’s gift; but finding that was already 
promifed to another, he flew off at*a tangent; 
and Mrs. Tabby, in revenge, found means to de
prive him of his cure. Her next lover was 
lieutenant of a man of war, a relation of the fa
mily , who did not underftand the refinements of 
the paffion, and exprefled no averfion to grapple 
with coufin Tabby in the way of marriage; but 
before matters could be properly adjufted, he 
went out on a cruife, and was killed in an 

enga-
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engagement with a French frigate. Our aunt, 
though baffled fo often, did not yet defpair—. 
file laid all her fnares for Dr. Lewis, who is the 
fides Achates of my uncle. She even fell fick 
upon the occafion, and prevailed with Matt to in- 
terpofe in her behalf with his friend; but the 
Do&or, being a fliy cock, would not be caught 
with chaff, and flatly rejefted the propofal: fo 
that Mrs. Tabitha was content to exert her pa
tience once more, after having endeavoured in 
vain to effe& a rupture betwixt the two friends ; 
and now fhe thinks proper to be very civil to 
Lewis, who is become neceffary to her in the 
way of his profeffion.

Thefe, however, are not the only efforts ihe 
has made towards a nearer conjunction with our 
fex. Her fortune was originally no more than 
a thoufand pounds; but fhe gained an acceflion 
of five hundred by the death of a fitter, and the 
lieutenant left her three hundred in his will. 
Thefe fums fhe has more than doubled, by Jiving 
free of all expence, in her brother’s houfe; and 
dealing in cheefe and Welfh flannel, the produce 
of his flocks and dairy. At prefent her capital 
is increafed to about four thoufand pounds; and 
her avarice feems to grow every day more and 
more rapacious: but even this is not fo into
lerable, as the perverfenefs of her nature, which 
keeps the whole family in difquiet and uproar. 
She is one of thofe geniufes who find fome dia-

Vol. I. H boli-
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bolical enjoyment in being dreaded and detefted 
by their felloxy-creatures.

I once told my uncle, I was furprifed that a 
man of his difpofition could bear fuch a domeftic 
plague, when it could be fo eafily removed ■ ■
The remark made him fore, becaufe it feemed to 
tax him with want of refolution------ -Wrinkling 
up his nofe, and drawing down his eye
brows, “A young fellow, (faid he) when he 
“ firft thrufts his fnout into the world, is apt to 
“be furprifed at many things, which a man of 
“ experience knows to be ordinary and un- 
“ avoidable-------This precious aunt of yours is 
« become infenfibly a part of my conftitution—. 
“Damn her I She’s a noli me tangere in myflefh, 
“ which I cannot bear to be touched or tampered 
“ with.” I made no reply; but fhifted the con- 
verfation. He really has an affection for this 
original, which maintains its ground in defiance 
of common fenfe, and in defpite of that contempt 
which he muft certainly feel for her chara&er 
and underftanding. Nay, I am convinced, that 
fhe has likewife' a moft virulent attachment to 
his perfon; though her love never fhews itfelf 
but in the fhape of difcontent; and fhe perfifts 
in tormenting him out of fheer tendernefs------- 
The only objeft within doors upon which fhe 
beftows any marks of affeftion, in the ufual ftile, 
is her dog Chowder; a filthy cur from New
foundland, which fhe had in a prefent from the 
wife of a fkipper in Swanfey-------One would 

ima-
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imagine the had diftinguifhed this beaft with her 
favour on account of his uglinefs and ill-nature; 
if it was not, indeed, an inftinftive fympathy be
tween his difpofition and her own. Certain it 
is, flie careffes him without ceafing; and even 
harnailes the family in the fervices of this curfed 
animal which, indeed, has proved the proximate 
caufe of her breach with Sir Ulic Mackilligut.

You muft know, fhe yefterday wanted 
to fteal a march of poor Liddy, and went to 
breakfaft in the room without any other com
panion than her dog, in expectation of meeting 
with the Baronet, who had agreed to dance with 
her in the evening-------Chowder no fooner made 
his appearance in the room than the Matter of 
the Ceremonies, incenfed at his prefumption, ran 
up to drive him away, and threatened him with 
his foot; but the other feemed to defpife his 
authority, and difplaying a formidable cafe of 
long, white, fharp teeth, kept the puny monarch 
at bay------ While he flood under fome trepida
tion, fronting his antagonift, and bawling to the 
waiter, Sir Ulic Mackilligut came to bis afliftan- 
ce; and feeming ignorant of the connection 
betwixt this intruder and his miftrefs, gave the 
former fuch a kick in the jaws, as fent him how
ling to the door------Mrs. Tabitha, incenfed at 
this outrage, ran after him, fqualling in a tone 
equally difagreeable; while the Baronet followed 
her on one fide, making apologies for his 
miftake; and Derrick on the other, making re- 

H a mon- 
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monftrances ppon the rules and regulations of 
the place.

Far from being fatisfied with the Knight’s ex- 
cufes, fhe faid fhe was fure he was no gentle
man ; and when the Mafter of the Ceremonies 
offered to hand her into the chair, fhe rapped 
him over the knuckles with her fan. My un
cle’s footman being ftill at the door, fhe and 
Chowder got into the fame vehicle, and were 
carried off amidft the jokes of the chairmen and 
other populace----- 1 had been riding out on 
Cierkendown, and happened to enter juft as the 

fracas was over-------The Baronet, coming up 
to me with an affefted air of chagrin, recounted 
the adventure; at which I laughfed heartily, and 
then his countenance cleared up. “My dear 
“foul, (faid he) when I faw a fort of a wild 
“baift, fnarling with open mouth at the Mafter 
<cof the Ceremonies, like the red cow going to 
“devour Tom Thumb, I could not do lefs than 
“go to the affiftance of the little man; but I 
“ never dreamt the baift was one of Mrs. Bram- 
“ ble’s attendants------O’/ if I had, he might 

have made his breakfaft upon Derrick and wel. 
u come------but, you know, tny dear friend, 
“how natural it is for us Irifhmen to blunder, 
“and to take the wrong fow by the ear------ 
“ However, I will confefs judgment, and ory her 
“ mercy; and, ’tis to be hoped, a penitent fin- 
“ner may be forgiven.” I told him, that as the 

offence
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offence was not voluntary of his fide, it was to 
be hoped he would not find her implacable.

But, in truth ; all this concern was diffembled. 
In his approaches of gallantry to Mrs. Tabitha, 
he had been milled by a miftake of at leaft fix 
thoufand pounds, in the calculation of her fortu
ne ; and in this particular he was juft undeceived. 
He, therefore, feized the firft opportunity of 
incurring her difpleafure decently, in fuch a mam 
ner as would certainly annihilate the correfpon- 
dence ; and he could not have taken a more ef- 
fe&ual method, than that of beating her dog. 
When he prefented himfelf at our door, to pay 
his refpe&s to the offended fair, he was refufed 
admittance; and given to underftand, that he 
iliould never find her at home for the future. 
She was not fo inaccefiible to Derrick, who 
came to demand fatisfaftion for the infult fhe had 
offered to hifn, even in the verge of his own 
court. She knew it was convenient to be well 
with the Mafter of the Ceremonies, while fhe 
continued to frequent the Rooms; and, having 
heard he was a poet, began to be afraid of mak
ing her appearance in a ballad or lampoon.—'■— 
She therefore made excufes for what Ilie had 
done, imputing it to the flutter of her fpirits; 
and fubfcribed handfomely for his poems: fo 
that he was perfectly appeafed, and overwhelm
ed her with a profufion of compliment. He 
even folicited a reconciliation with Chowder; 
Which, however, the latter declined; and he

H 3 de-
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declared, that if he could find a precedent in 
the annals of the Bath, which he would care
fully examine for that purpofe, her favourite 
fhould be admitted to the next public break- 
fafting—---But, I believe, fhe will not expofe
herfelf or him to the rifque of a fecond difgra- 
ce------ Who will fupply the place of Mackilli- 
gut in her affeftions, I cannot forefee; but no
thing in the Ihape of a man can come amifs. 
Though fhe is a violent church-woman, of the 
moft intolerant zeal, I believe in my confcience 
fhe would have no objection, at prefent, to 
treat on the fcore of matrimony with an Ana- 
baptift, Quaker, or Jew; and even ratify the 
treaty, at the expence of her own converfion. 
But, perhaps, I think too hardly of this kinf- 
woman; who, I muft own, is very little be
holden to the good opinion of

Yours,

Bathi May 6.

J. Melford.

To
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To Dr. Lewi s.

YOU afk me, why I don’t take the air a- 
horfeback, during this fine weather?-------In 
which of the avenues of this paradife would you . 
have me take that exercife? Shall I commit my
felf to the highroads of London or Briftol, 
to be ftifled with duft, or preffed to death in the 
xnidft of poft-chaifes, flying-machines, waggons, 
and coal-horfes; befides the troops of fine gen
tlemen that take to the highway to fhew their 
horfemanfhip! and the coaches of fine ladies, 
who go thither to fhew their equipages ? Shall 
I attempt the Downs, and fatigue myfelf to 
death in climbing up an eternal afcent, without 
any hopes of reaching the fummit? Know then, 
I have made divers defperate leaps at thofe upper 
regions; but always fell backward into this va
pourpit , exhaufted and difpirited by thofe inef- 
fe&ual efforts; and here we poor valetudinarians 
pant and ftruggle, like fo many Chinefe gudgeons, 
gafping in the bottom of a punch-bowel. By 
Heaven, it is a kind of enchantment I If I do not 
fpeedily break the fpell, and efcape, I may chan
ce to give up the ghoft in this naufeous ftew of 
Corruption---- -It was but two nights ago , that
I had like to have made, my public exit, at a 
minute’s warning. One of my greateft weak- 
neffes is that of fuffering myfelf to be over-ruled 
by the opinion of people, whofe judgment I •

H 4 ' defpife 
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defpife------ 1 own, with fhame and confufion of 
face, that importunity of any kind I cannot re
fill:. This want of courage and. conftancy is an 
original flaw in mY nature, which you mutt have 
often obferved with compaffion, if not with con
tempt. I am afraid fome of our boafted virtues 
may be traced up to this defeat.—

Without further preamble, I was perfuaded 
to go to a ball, on purpofe to fee Liddy dance 
a minuet with a young petulant jackanapes, 'the 
only fon of a wealthy undertaker from London, 
whofe mother lodges in our neighbourhood, and 

'has contrafted an acquaintance with Tabby. I 
fat a couple of long hours, half ftifled, in the 
midft of a noifome crowd; and could not help 
wondering/ that fo many hundreds of thofe that 
rank as rational creatures, could find entertain
ment in feeing a fucceffion of infipid animals, 
defiribing the fame dull figure for a whole even
ing, on an area, not much bigger than a taylor’s 
fhop-board. If there bad been any beauty, gra
ce, a&ivity, magnificent drefs, or variety of any 
kind, howfoever abfurd, to engage the attention, 
and amufe the fancy, I fhould not have been 
furprifed; but there was no fuch obje&: it was 
a tirefome repetition of the fame languid, frivo
lous fcene, performed by aftors that feemed to 
ileep in all their motions—The continual fwim- 
ming of thofe phantoms before my eyes, gave 
me a fwimming of the head; which was alfo 
afftfled by the fouled air, circulating through 

fuch
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fuch a number of rotten human bellows-------1 
therefore retreated towards the door, and Rood 
in the paffage to the next room, talking to my 
friend Quin; when an end being put to the mi
nuets, the benches were removed to make way 
for the countrydances; and the multitude rifing 
at once, the whole atmofphere was put in com
motion. Then, all of a fudden, came rufhing 
upon me an Egyptian gale, fo impregnated with 
peftilential vapours, that my nerves were over
powered, and I dropt fenfelefs upon the floor.

You may eafily conceive what a clamour and 
confuGon this accident muft have produced, in 
fuch an aflembly-------1 foon recovered, however,, 
and found myfelf in an eafy chair, fupported by 
my own people-------Sifter Tabby, in her great 
tendernefs, had put me to the torture, fqueezing 
my head under her arm, and Ruffing my nofe 
with fpirit of hartlhorn, till the whole infide was 
excoriated. I no fooner got home, than I fent 
for do&or Ch------ ■, who aflured me, I needed 
not be alarmed, for my fwooning was entirely 
occafioned by an accidental impreffion of fetid 
effluvia upon nerves of uncommon fenfibility. I 
know not how other people’s nerves are con- 
ftrufted; but one would imagine they muR be 
made of very coarfe materials, to Rand the fhock 
of fuch a horrid afiault. It was, indeed, a com
pound of villainous fmells, in which the moft 
violent Rinks, and the moR powerful perfumes, 
contended for the maRery. Imagine to yourfelf a

H 5 high
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high exalted effence of mingled odours, arifing 
from putrid gums, impofthumated lungs, four 
flatulencies, rank arm-pits, fweating feet, run
ning fores and iffues; plafters, ointments, and 
embrocations, hungary-water, fpirit of lavender, 
affafcetida drops, mufk, hartlhorn, and fal vola
tile; befides a thoufand frowzy fleams, which I 
could not analyfe. Such, O Dick! is the fra
grant aether we breathe in the polite affemblies 
of Bath-------Such is the atmofphere I have ex
changed for the pure, £Iaftic, animating air of 
the Welfh. mountains- 0 Rus, quando te 
afpiciam!------ 1 wonder what the devil poffef- 
fed me------------------------- /

But few words are beft: I have taken my 
refolution-------You may well fuppofe I don’t 
intend to entertain the companj7 with a fecond 
exhibition-------1 have promifed, in an evil hour, 
to proceed to London, and that promife fhall be 
performed; but my ftay in the metropolis fhall 
be brief. I have, for the benefit of my health, 
projected an expedition to the North, which, I 
hope, will afford fome agreeable paftime. I 
have never travelled farther that way than Scar
borough ; and, I think, it is a reproach upon 
me, as a Britilh freeholder, to have lived fo long 
without making an excursion to the other fide 
of the Tweed. Befides, I have fome relations 
fettled in Yorkihire, to whom it may not be im
proper to introduce my nephew and his fitter— 
At prefent, I have nothing to add, but that

' Tab-
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Tabby is happily difentangled from the Trilli Ba
ronet; and that I will not fail to make you ac
quainted, from time to time, with the fequel of 
our adventures; a mark of confideration, which 
perhaps, you would willingly difpenfe with 
in

Your humble fervant,

Bath, May 8. Matt. Bramble,

To Sir Watkin Phillips of Jefus 
College, Oxon.

Dear Phillips,

A FEW days ago we were terribly alarmed 
by my uncle’s fainting at the ball-------He has 
been ever fmce curfing his own folly, for going 
thither at the requeft of an impertinent woman. 
He declares, he will fooner vifit a houfe infected 
with the plague, than truft himfelf in fuch a 
naufeous fpital for the future, for he fwears the 
accident was occafioned by the ftench of the 
crowd; and that he would never defire a ftron- 
ger proof of oilr being made of very grofs ma
terials, than our having withftood the annoyance, 
by which he was fo much difcompofed. For 
my part, I am very thankful for the coarfenefs of 
my organs, being in no danger of ever failing a 

fa- '
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facrifice to the delicacy of my nofe. Mr. Bram
ble is extravagantly delicate in all bis fenfations, 
both of foul and body. I was informed by Dr. 
Lewis, that he once fought a duel with an of
ficer of the horfe-gards, for turning afide to the 
Park-wall on a necefiary occafion, when he was 
palling with a lady under his protection. Hi-s 
blood rifes at’ every inftance of infolence and' 
cruelty, even where he himfelf is no way con
cerned; and 'ingratitude makes his teeth chatter. 
On the other hand, the recital of a generous, 
humane, or grateful aCiion, never fails to draw 

' from him tears of approbation, which he is often 
greatly diftreffed to conceal.

Yefterday, one Paunceford gave tea, on parti
cular invitation.------ This man, after having been 

long buffeted by Adverfity, went abroad; and 
Fortune, refolved to make him amends for her 
former coynefs, fee him all at once up to the ve
ry ears in affluence. He has now emerged from 
obfeurity, and blazes out in all the tinfel of the 
times. I don’t find that he is charged with any 
praftices that the law deems difhoneft, or that 
his wealth has made him arrogant and inacceffi- 
ble; on the contrary, he takes great pains to ap
pear affable and gracious. But they fay, he is „ 
remarkable for fhrinking from his former friend- 
ffiips, which were generally too plain and home- 
fpun to appear amidft bis prefent brilliant con
nexions; and that he feems uneafy at fight of 
fome old benefadors, whom a man of honour 

would
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would take pleafure to acknowledge-'----- -Be that 
as it may, he had fo effectually engaged the 
company at Bath, that when I went with my 
uncle to the coffee-houfe in the evening, there 
was not a foul in the room but one perfon, 
feemingly in years, who fat by the fire, reading 
one of the papers. Mr. Bramble, taking his fta- 
tion clofe by him, “There is fuch a crowd and 
“ confufion of chairs in the paffage to Simpfon’s, 
“(faid he) that we could hardly get along------  
“I wilh thofe minions of fortune would fall upon 
“more laudable ways of fpending their money 
“------ 1 fuppofe, Sir, you lik^ this kind of en-
“tertainment as little as I do?” “1 can’t fay I 
“have any great relilh for fuch entertainments,” 
anfwered the other, without taking his eyes off 
the paper---- —“Mr. Serie, (refumed my uncle) 
“I beg pardon for interrupting you; but I can’t 
“refill the cu'riofity I have to know if you re- 
“ceived a card on this occafion?”

The man feemed furprifed at this addrefs, and 
made fome paufe, as doubtful what anfwer he 
fhould make. “I know my curiofity is imperti- 
“nent, (added my uncle) but I have a particular 
“reafon for alking the favour.” “If that be the 
“cafe, (replied Mr. Serie) I fhall gratify you 
“without hefitation, by owning, that I have 
“had no card. But, give me leave, Sir, to afk 
“in my turn, what reafon you think I have to 
“expeCt fuch an invitation from the gentlemah 
“ who gives tea?” “I have my own reafons

( cried
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(cried Mr. Bramble, with fome emotion) **and 
“ am convinced more than ever, that this Paunce. 
“ford is a contemptible fellow.” “Sir,” (faid 
the other, laying down the paper) “I have not 
“the honour to know you, but your difcourfe 
“is a little myfterious, and feems to require fome 
“explanation. The perfon you are pleafed to 
“treat fo cavalierly, is a gentleman of fome con- 
“ fequence in the community; and, for aught 
“you know, I may alfo have my particular rea- 
“fonsfor defending his character-------” ‘‘If I 
“was not convinced of the contrary,” (obferved 
the other) “I fliould not have gone fo far------ ” 
“Let me tell you, Sir,” (faid the ftranger, raif- 
ing his voice) “you have gone too far in ha- 
“ zarding fuch reflections-------”

Here he was interrupted by my uncle; who 
afked peevilhly, if he was Don Quixote enough, 
at this time of day, to throw down his gaunlet 
as champion for a man who had treated him with 
fuch ungrateful negleCt. “ For my part,” (added 
he) “I fhall never quarrel with you again upon 
“this fubjeCt; and what I have faid now, has 
“been fuggefted as much by my regard for you, 
“ as by my contempt of him-------” Mr. Serie, 
then pulling off his fpeCtacles, eyed uncle very 
earneftly, faying, in a mitigated tone, “Surely 
‘‘I am much obliged------ Ab, Mr. Bramble! 
“I now recollect your features, though I 
“have not feen you thefe many years.” “We 
“might have been lefs ftrangers to one another,”

(anfwered
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(angered the ’fquire) “if our correfpondence 
“had not been interrupted, in confequence of a 
“ mifunderftanding occafioned by this very-!—- 
“But no matter—---- Mr. Serie, I efteem your 
“character; and my friendfhip, fuch as it is, 
*‘you may freely command.” “The offer is too 
“agreeable to be declined (faid he); I embrace 
“it very cordially; and, as the firft fruits of it, 
“requeft that you will change this fubjeft, 
“which, with me, is a matter of peculiar de- 
“licacy.” »

My uncle owned he was'in the right, and 
the difcourfe took a more general turn. Mr. 
Serie palled the evening with us at our lodgings; 
and appeared to be intelligent, and even enter
taining ; but his difpofition was rather of a me
lancholy hue. My uncle fays he is a man of un
common parts, and unqueftioned probity: that 
his fortune, which was originally fmall, has 
been greatly hurt by a romantic fpirit of genero- 
iity, which he has often difplayed, even at the ex
pence of his difcretion, in favour of worthlefs in
dividuals—That he had refcued Paunceford from 
the loweft diftrefs, when he was bankrupt, both 
in means and reputation—That he had efpoufed 
his interefts with a degree of enthufiafm,» broke 
With feveral friends, and even drawn his fword 
againft my uncle, who had particular reafons for 
queftioning the moral character of the faid Paun
ceford: that, without Serie’s countenance and 
afiiftance, the other never could have embraced the 

op
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opportunity, which has raifed him to this pin
nacle of wealth: that Paunceford, in the firft 
tranfports of his fuccefs, had written, from 
abroad, letters to different correfpondents, 
owning his obligations to Mr. Serie, in the 
warmeft terms of acknowledgement, and declar- । 
ing he confidered himfelf only as a factor for the 
occafions of his beft friend : that, without doubt 
he had made declarations of the fame nature to 
his benefactor himfelf, though this laft was al
ways filent and referved on the fubjeft; but for 
fome years, thofe tropes and figures of rhetoric 
had been difufed: that, upon his return to Eng
land, he had been lavifh in his careffes to Mr. 
Serie, invited him to hishoufe, and preffed him 
to make it his own: that he had overwhelmed 
him with gederal profefiions, and affefted to ex- 
prefs the warmeft regard for him, in company 
of their common acquaintance; fo that every bo
dy believed his gratitude was as liberal as his 
fortune; and fome went fo far as to congratulate 
Mr. Serie on both.

All this time Paunceford carefully and artfully 
avoided particular difcuffions with his old patron, 
who had too much fpirit to drop the moft diftant 
hint of balancing the account of obligation: that, 
neverthelefs, a man of his feelings could not but 
refent this fhocking return for all his kindnefs; 
and, therefore, he withdrew himfelf from the 
connexion, without coming to the leaft explana
tion, or fpeaking a fyllable on the fubjeft to any 

living 
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living foul; fo that now their correfpondence is 
reduced to a flight falute with the hat, when 
they chance to meet in any public place; an ac
cident that rarely happens, for their walks lie 
different ways. Mr. Paunceford Jives in a pala
ce, feeds upon dainties, is arrayed in fumptuous 
apparel, appears in all the pomp of equipage, and 
paffes his time among the nobles of the land. 
Serie lodges in Stall-ftreet, up two pair of flairs 
backwards, walks a foot in a bath rug, eats for 
twelve ffiillings a-week„ and drinks water as a 
prefervative againft the gout and gravel—Mark 
the viciffitude. Paunceford once refided in a 
garret; where he fubfifted upon flieep’s-trotters 
and cow-heel, from which commons he was 
tranflated to the table of Serie, that ever abound
ed with good cheer; until want of ceconomy 
and retention, reduced him to a ilender annuity 
in his decline of years, that fcarce affords the 
bare neceffaries of life------Paunceford , how
ever, does him the honour to fpeak of him ftill, 
with uncommon regard; and to declare what 
pleafure it would give him to contribute in any 
fhape to his convenience: “But you know,” (he 
never fails to add) “he’s a fliy kind of a man— 
“And then fuch a perfect philofopher, that he 
“looks upon all fuperfluities with the moft 
“ fovereign contempt.”

Having given you this fketch of ’fquire Paun
ceford , I need not make any comment on his 
charafter, but leave it at the mercy of your own

Vol, I. I reflec- 
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reflection; from which, I dare fay, it will meet 
with as little quarter as it has found with

K Yours always,

Bath, May i°» J. Melford,'

To Mrs, Mary Jones, at Brambleton-hall.

Dear Molly,

WE are all upon the ving--- Hey for Lon
don, girl!—Fecks! we have been long enough 
here; for we’re all turned tipfy turvy-------Mis- 
trefs has excarded Sir Ulic for kicking of Chow
der; and I have fent O Frizzle away, with a 
flea in his ear-------I’ve fliewn him how little I 
minded his tinfy and his long tail-------A fellor, 
who would think for to go, for to offer, to take 
up with a dirty trollop under my nofe-------1 
ketched him in the very feft, coming out of the 
houfe-maid’s garret.-------But I have gi’en the dir
ty flut a fiferary. O Molly! the farvants at Bath 
are devils in garnet------ They lite the candle at 
both ends------ Here’s nothing but ginketting, and 
wafting, and thieving, and tricking, and trig
ging ; and then they are never content------ They 
won’t fuffer the ’fquire and miftrefs to ftay any 
longer; becaufe they have been already above 

three
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three weeks in the houfe; and they look for a 
couple of ginneys a-piece at our going away; 
and this is a perquifite they expeft every month 
in the feafon; being as how no family has a right 
to flay longer than four weeks in the fame lod
gings; and fo the cuck fwears, fhe will pin the 
dilh clout to miftrefs’s taff^ and the houfe-maid 
vows, fhe’ll put cowitch in matter’s bed, if fo 
be he don’t difcamp without furder ado- —I 
don’t blame them for making the moft of their 
market, in the way of vails and parquifites; and 
I defy the devil to fay I am a tail-carrier, or ever 
brought a poor farvant into trouble-------But then 

they oft to have fome conference, in vronging 
thofe that be farvants like themfelves------For 

you muft no, Molly, I miffed three quarters of 
blond lace, and a remnant of muilin, and my 
filver thimble; which was the gift of true love: 
they were all in my workbaiket, that I left 
upon the table in the farvants-hall, when miftref- 
fes bell rung; but if they bad been under lock 
and kay, ’twould have been all the fame; for 
there are double kays to all the locks in Bath; 
and they fay as how the very teeth an’t fafe 
in your head, if you fleep with your mouth 

open-----And fo fays I to myfelf, them things 
could not go without hands; and fo I'll \vatcb 
their Waters • And fo I did with a vitnefs; for 
then it was I found Bett” confarned with O 
Frizzle. And as the cuck had thrown her flufh 
at me, becaufe I had taken part with Chowder, 

I a---------------------- when 
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when he fit with the turnfpit, I refolved to 
make a clear kitchen, and throw fome of her 
fat into the fire. I ketched the chare-woman 
going cry: with her load in the morning, before 
fhe thought I was up, and brought her to mis- 
trefs with her whole cargo------ Marry, what 
do’ft think fhe had got in the name of God? 
Her buckets were foaming full of our beft beer, 
and her lap was fluffed with a cold tongue, 
part of a buttock of beef, half a turkey, and 
a fwinging lump of butter, and the matter of 
ten moulded kandles, that had fcarce ever been 
lit. The cuck brazened it out, and faid, it was 
her rite to rummage the pantry; and fhe was 
ready for to go before the mare : that he had 
been her potticary many years, and would ne
ver think of hurting a poor farvant, for giving 
away the fcraps of the kitchen-------1 went ano
ther way to work with madam Betty ,^becaufe 
fhe had been faucy, and called me fkandelus na
mes; and faid O Frizzle couldn’t abide me, and 
twenty other odorous falfhoods. I got a var- 
raut from the mare, and her box being fawch- 
ed by the conftable, my things came out fure 
enuff; befides a full pound of vax candles, 
and a nite-cap of miftrefs, that I could fware 
to on my cruperal oaf------------- 0 I then ma
dam Mopftick came upon her merry bones ; 
and as the ’fquire woudn’t hare of a purfecd- 
tion, fhe efcaped a fkewering : but, the

longeft
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longeft day file has to live , file’ll remem
ber your

humble farvant,-

Bath, May 15. Winifred Jenkins.

* If the hind fliould come again, before 
We be gone, pray fend me the fhift 
and apron , with the vi^e gallow 
manky fhoes; which you’ll find in 
my pillober—Sarvice to Saul—

To Sir Watkin Phillips, Bart, of Jefus 
College, Oxon.

YOU are in the right, dear Phillips; I don’t 
expe& regular anfwers to every letter-------1 
know a college-life is too circumfcribed to afford 
materials for fuch quick returns of communica
tion. For my part, I am continually fliifting 
the fcene, and furrounded with new objefts; 
fome of which are ftriking enough. I fhall the
refore conclude my journal for your amufement; 
and though, in alt appearance, it will not treat 
of very important or interefting particulars, it 
may prove, perhaps, not altogether uninftruftive 
and unentertaining.

The mufic and entertainments of Bath are 
over for this feafon; and all our gay birds of paf-

I 3 fage
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fage have taken their flight to Briftol-well, Tun
bridge, Brighrhelmftone, Scarborough, Harrow
gate, &c. Not a foul is feen in this place, but 
a few brokenwinded parfons, waddling like fo 
many crows along the North Parade. There is 
always a great fhew of the clergy at Bath; none 
of your thin, puny, yellow, heftic figures, ex- 
haufied with abftinence and hard ftudy, labour
ing under the morbi eruditorum $ but great over
grown dignitaries and re&ors, with rubicund 
nofes and gouty ankles, or broad bloated faces, 
dragging along great fwag bellies; the emblems 
of floth and indigeftion-------

Now we are upon the fubjeft of parfons, I 
muft tell you a ludicrous adventure, which was 
atchieved the other day by Tom Eaftgate, whom 
you may remember on the foundation of 
Queen’s. He had been very afliduous to pin 
himfelf upon George Prankley, who was a gen
tleman-commoner of Chrift church, knowing the 
faid Prankley was heir to a confiderable eftate, 
and would have the advowfon of a good living, 
the incumbent of which was very old and infirm. 
He ftudied his paflions, and flattered them fo ef- 
feftually, as to become his companion and coun- 
fellor; and at laft, obtained of him a promife of 
the prefentation, when the living fhould fall. 
Prankley, on his uncle’s death, quitted Oxford, 
and made his firft appearance in the fafhionable 
world at London; from whence he came lately 
to Bath, where he has been exhibiting himfelf

among
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among the bucks and gamefters of the place. 
Eaftgate followed him hither; byt he fhould not 
have quitted him for a moment, at his firft emerg
ing into life. He ought to have known he was 
a fantaftic, foolifh, fickle fellow, who would 
forget his college-attachments the moment they 
ceafed appealing to his fenfes. Tom met with 
a cold reception from his old friend; and was, 
moreover, informed, that he had promifed the 
living to another man, who had a vote in the 
county, where he propofed to offer himfelf a 
candidate at the next general eleftion. He now 
remembered nothing of Eaftgate, but the free
doms he had ufed to take with him, while Tom 
had quietly flood his butt, with an eye to the 
benefice; and thofe freedoms he began to repeat 
in common-place farcafms on his perfon and his 
cloth, with he uttered in the public coffeehoufe, 
for the entertainment of the 'company. But he 
was egregioufly miftaken in giving his own wit 
credit for that tamenefs of Eaftgate, which had 
been entirely owing to prudential confiderations. 
Thefe being now removed, he retorted his re
partee with intereft, and found no great diffi
culty in turning the laugh upon the aggreffor; 
who, lofing his temper," called him names, and 
alked, If he kne\x> \vhom he talked to ? After 
much altercation, Prankley, fhaking his cane, 
bid him hold his tongue, otherwife he would 
duft his caffock for him. “I have no preten- 
*fions to fuch a valet (laid Tom); but if you

I 4. “ fhould
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“fhould do me that office, and overheat yonr- 
“felf, I have here a good oaken towel at your 
** fervice.”

Prankley was equally incenfed and confounded 
at this reply. After a moment’s paufe, he took 
him afide towards the window; and, pointing 
to the clump of firs on Clerken-down, afked in- 
a whifper, if he had fpirit enough to meet him 
there with a cafe of piftols, at fix o’clock to
morrow morning. Eaftgate anfwered in the 
affirmative; and, with a fteady countenance, af- 
fured him, he would not fail to give him the 
rendezvous at the hour he mentioned. So fay
ing, he retired; and the challenger flayed fome 
time in manifeft agitation. In the morning, 
E.iflgate, who knew' his man, and had taken 
his refolution, went to Prankley’s lodgings, and 
roufed him by five o’clock-------

The ’fquire, in all probability, curfed his punc
tuality in his heart, but he affected to talk big; 
and having prepared his artillery over-night, they 
croffi'd the water at the end of the South Parade. 
In their progrefs up the hill, Prankley often eyed 
the parfon, in hopes of perceiving fome reluftan- 
ce in his countenance ; but as no fuch marks ap
peared , he attempted to intimidate him by word 
of mouth. “If thefe flints do their office (faid 
“he). I’ll do thy bufinefs in a few minutes.” “I 
“defire you will do your beft (replied the other); 
“ for my part, I come not here to trifle. Our 
“lives are in the hands of God; and one of us 

“ already
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“already totters on the brink of eternity-------’» 
This remark feemed to make fome impreffion 
upon the ’fquire, who changed countenance, and 
with a faultering accent obferved, “That it ill 
“became a clergyman to be concerned in quar- 
“rels and blood-lhed------ ” “Your infolence to 
“me (faid Eaftgate) I fhould have bore with 
“patience, had not you caft the moft infa- 
“mous reflections upon my order, the honour 
“ of which I think inyfelf in duty bound to main- 
“tain, even at the expenfe of my heart’s blood; 
“and Purely it can be no crime to put out of the 
“world a profligate wretch, without any fenfe 
“of principle, morality, or religion—” “Thou 
“may’ft take away my life, (cried Prankley, in 
“great perturbation) but don’t .go to murder my 
“charafter. What’ has’t got no conscience?” 
“My confcience is perfe&ly quiet” (replied the 
other); “and now, Sir, we are upon the fpot 
“----- Take your ground as near as you pleafe; 
“ prime your piftol; and the Lord, of his infinite 
“ mercy, have compaffion upon your miferable 
“ foul! ”

This ejaculation he pronounced in a loud So
lemn tone, with his bat off and his eyes lifted 
UP; then drawing a large horfe-piftol, he pre
sented, and put himfelf in a pofture of aftion. 
Prankley took his diftance, and endeavoured to 
prime, but his hand Shook with fuch violence, 
that he found this operation impracticable'------  
His antagonift, feeing how it was with him,

I 5 offered
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offered his affiftance, and advanced for that pur- 
pofe; when the poor ’fquire, exceedingly alarm
ed at what he had heard and feen, defired the 
aftion might be deferred till next day, as he had 
not fettled his affairs. “I han’t made my will 
“(faid he); my fitters are not provided for; and 
«I juft now recollect an old promife, which'my 
“ confcience tells me I ought to perform-------PH 
“ firft convince thee, that I’m not a wretch with- 
“out principle, and then thou fhalt have an op^ 
“portunity to take my life, which thou feem’ft 
“to tbirft after fo eagerly------- ”

Eaftgate underftood the hint; and told him, 
that one day fhould break no fquares; adding, 
“ God forbid that I fhould be the means of hin- 
“ dering you from afting the part of an honeft 
“man, and a dutiful brother-------” By virtue 
of this ceffation, they returned peaceably toge
ther. Prankley forthwith made out the prefen- 
tation of the living, and delivered it to Eaftgate, 
telling him at the fame time, he had now fettled 
his affairs, and was ready to attend him to the 
Fir-grove ; but Tom declared he could not think 
of lifting his hand againft the life of fo great a 
benefactor------ He did more: when they next 
met at the coffee-houfe, he afked pardon of Mr. 
Prankley, if in his paffion he had find any thing 
to give him offence; and the ’fquire was fo gra
cious as to forgive him with a cordial ihake of 
the hand, declaring that he did not like to be at 
variance with an old college-companion'------

Next
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Next day, however, he left Bath abruptly; and 
then Eaftgate told me all thefe particulars, not 
a little pleafed with the effects of his own faga- 
city, by which he has fecured a living worth 
160 Z. per annum.

Of my uncle, I have nothing at prefent to fay; 
but that we fet out to-morrow for London en 
famile. He and the ladies, with the maid and 
Chowder in a coach; I and the man-fervant a- 
horfeback. The particulars of our journey you 
fliaU have in my next, provided no accident 
happens to prevent,

Yours ever,

Bath, May 17. J. Melford.

To Dr. Lewis.

Dear Dick,

I SHALL to-morrow fet out for London, 
where I have befpoke lodgings, at Mrs.Norton’s 
in Goldenfquare. Although I am no admirer of 
Bath, I fliall leave it with regret; becaufe I muft 
part with fome old friends, whom, in all proba
bility , J fhall never fee again. I the courfe of 
coffee-houfe conversion, I had often heard very- 
extraordinary encomiums palled on the perfor
mances of Mr. T—----a gentleman refiding in 

this 
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this place, who paints landscapes for his amufe- 
ment. As I have no great confidence in the 
tafte and judgment of coffee-houfe connoifleurs, 
and never received much pleafure from this branch 
of the art, thofe general praifes made no impreft 
fion at all on my curiofity; but at the requeft 
of a particular friend, I went yefterday to fee 
the pieces, which had been fo warmly com
mended------ 1 muft own I am no judge of paint
ing, though very fond of pictures. I don’t ima
gine that my fenfes would play me fo falfe, as 
to betray me into admiration of any thing that 
was very bad; but, true it is, I have often over
looked capital beauties, in pieces of extraordina
ry merit-------If I am not totally devoid of tafte, 
however, this young gentleman of Bath is the 
beft landfcape-painter now living: I was ftruck 
with his performances in fuch a manner, as I had 
never been by painting before. His trees not 
only have a richnefs of foliage and warmth of 
colouring, which delights the view; but alfo a 
certain magnificence in the difpofition, and fpirit 
in the exprefiion, which I cannot defcribe. His 
management of the chiaro obfcuro, or light and 
Shadow, efpecially gleams of fun-fhine, is alto
gether wonderful, both in the contrivance and 
execution; and he is fo happy in his perfpeftive, 
and marking his diftances at fea, by a progreffive 
Series of Ships, veflels, capes, and promontories, 
that I could not help thinking, I had a diftant 
view of thirty leagues upon the back-ground of 

the
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the pifture. If there is any tafte for ingenuity 
left in a degenerate age, fart finking into barba- 
rifm, this artift, I apprehend, will make a ca
pital figure, as foon as his works are known— 

Two days ago, I was favoured with a vifit 
by Mr. Fitzowen; who, with great formality, 
folicited my vote and intereft at the general elec
tion. I ought pot have been fhocked at the con
fidence of this man; though it was remarkable, 
confidering what had paffed between him and me 
on a former occafion------Thefe vifits are mere 

matter of form, which a candidate makes to 
every elector; even to thofe who, he knows, 
are engaged in the intereft of his competitor, left 
he fliould expofe himfelf to the imputation of 
pride, at a time when it is expefted he fhould 
appear humble. Indeed, I know nothing fo ab
ject as the behaviour of a man canvafling for a 

feat in parliament-----This ‘mean proftration, 
(to borough-eleftors efpecially,) has, I imagine, 
contributed in a great meafure to raife that fpirit 
of infolence among the vulgar; which, like the 
devil, will be found very difficult to lay. Be 
that as it may, I was in fome confufion at the 
effrontery of Fitz-owen; but I foon recollefted 
myfelf, and told him, I had not yet determined 
for whom I fhould give my vote, nor whether I 

fliould give it for any*----The truth is, I look 
upon both candidates in the fame light; and 
fhould think tnyfelf a traitor to the conftitution 
of my country, if I voted for either. If every 

*-elec-
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eleftor would bring the fame confideration home 
to his confidence, we fhould not have fuch rea- 
fon to exclaim againft the venality of p-------ts. 
But we are all a pack of venal and corrupted 
rafcals; fo loft to all fenfe of honefty, and all 
tendernefs of character, that, in a little time, I 
am fully perfuaded, nothing will be infamous but 
virtue and public fpirit.

G. H--- , who is really an enthufiaft in pa- 
triotifm, and reprefented the capital in feveral 
fucceflive parliaments, declared to me t’other 
day, with the tears in his eyes, that he had lived 
above thirty years in the city of London, and 
dealt in the way of commerce with all the citi
zens of note in their turns; but that, as he 
fhould anfwer to God, he had never, in the 
whole courfe of his life, found above three or 
four whom he could call thoroughly honeft: a 
declaration, which was rather mortifying than 
furpriling to me, who have found fo few men of 
worth in the courfe of my acquaintance, that 
they ferve only as exceptions; which, in the 
grammarian’s phrafe, confirm and prove a general 
canon------ 1 know you will fay, G. H------- faw 
imperfe&ly through the mift of prejudice , and I 
am rankled by the fpleen------ Perhaps you are 
partly in the right; for I have perceived that my 
opinion of mankind, like mercury in the thermo
meter, rifes and falls according to the variations 
of the weather.

Pray
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Pray fettle accompts with Barnes; take what 
money of mine is in his hands, and give him ac- 

' quittance. Jf you think Davis has ftock or credit 
enough to do juftice to the farm, give him a dis
charge for the rent that is due: this will animate 
his induftry; for I know that nothing is fo 
difcouraging to a farmer, as the thoughts of being 
in arrears with his landlord. He becomes difpi- 
rited, and negledts his labour; and fo the farm 
goes to wreck. Tabby has been clamouring for 
fome days about the lamb’s ikin, which Williams, " 
the hind, begged of me, when he was laft at 
Bath. Prithee take it back , paying the fellow 
the full value of it, that I may have fome peace 
in my own houfe; and let him keep his own 
counfel, if he means to keep his place —■ 0! I 
fliall never prefume to defpife or cenfure any 
poor man, for fuffering himfelf to be henpecked; 
confcious how I myfelf am obliged to truckle to 
a domeftic daemon; even though (blefted be God) 
file is not yoked with me for life, in the matri
monial waggon-—She has quarrelled with the 
fervants of the houfe about vails; and fuch into
lerable fcolding enfued on both fides, that I have 
been fain to appeafe the cook and chamber-maid 
by ftealth. Can’t you find fome poor gentleman 
of Wales, to take this precious commodity off 
the hands of

Yours,
Bath, May 19, M. Bramble.

To"
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To Dr. Lewis.

D o c t e r Lews,

GIVE me leaf to tell you, methinks you 
mought employ your talons better, than to en
courage fervants to pillage their matters------ 1 
find by Gwyllim, that Villiams has got my fkin; 
for which he is an impotent rafcal. He has not 
only got my fldn, but, moreover, my butter
milk to fatten his pigs; and, I fuppofe, the next 
thing he gets, will be my pad to carry his 
daughter to church and fair: Roger gets this, 
and Roger gets that; but I’d have you to know, 
I won’t be rogered at this rate by any ragmaticai 
fellow in the kingdom-------And I am furprifed, 
Dofter Lews, you would offer to put my affairs 
in compofition with the refuge and fkim of the 
hearth. 1 have toiled and moyled to a good pur- 
pufs, for the advantage of Matt’s family, if I 
can’t fafe as much owl as wiil make me an under 
petticoat. As for the butter-milk, ne’er a pig in 
the parilli Ihall thruft his fnout in it, with my 
good will. There’s a famous phyfician at the 
Hot-Well, that prefcribes it to his patients, when 
the cafe is confumptive; and the Scots and Irilh 
have begun to drink it already, in fuch quanti
ties, that there is not a drop left for the hogs in 
the whole neighbourhood of Briftol. I’ll have 
our butter-milk barrelled up, and fent twice a- 

week
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week to Aberginny, where it may be fold for a 
half-penny the quart; and fo Roger may carry 
his pigs to another market-------1 hope, Do&er, 
you will not go to put any more fuch phims in 
my brother’s head, to the .prejudice of my 
pockat; but rather give me fome raifms (which 
hitherto you have not done) to fubfcribe myfelf

Your humble fervant,

Bath, May 19. Tabitha Bramble.

To Sir Watkin Phillips of Jefus 
College, Oxon.

Dear Phillips,

WITHOUT waiting for your anfwer to my 
laft, I proceed to give you an account of our 
journey to London, which has not been wholly 
barren of adventure. Tuefday laft, the’fqtlire 
took his place in a hired coach and four, accom
panied by his lifter and mine, and Mrs. Tabby’s 
maid, Winifred Jenkins, whofe province it was 
to fupport Chowder on a cufhion in her lap. I 
could fcarce refrain from laughing, when I look
ed into the vehicle, and faw that animal fitting 
oppofite to my uncle, like any other paff^nger. 
The ’fquire, afliamed of his fituation, blulhed to
Vol. I. K the
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the eyes: and, calling to the poftilions to drive 
on, pulled the glafs up in my face. I and his 
fervant John Thomas, attended them on horfe- 
back.

Nothing worth mentioning occurred , till we 
, arrived on the edge of Marlborough Downs. 

There one of the fore horfes fell, in going down 
bill at a round trot; and the poftilion behind, 
endeavouring to ftop the carriage, pulled it on 
one fide into a deep rut, where it was fairly, 
overturned. I had rode on about two hundred 
yards before; but, hearing a loud fcream, gal
loped back and difmounted, to give what afiis- 
tance was in my power. When I looked into 
the coach, I could fee nothing diftin&Iy, but 
the nether end of Jenkins, who was kicking her 
heels and Squalling with great vociferation. All 
of a Sudden, my uncle thruft up his bare pate, 
and bolted through the window, as nimble as a 
graihopper, having made ufe of poor Win’s pofte- 
riors as a ftep to rife in his afcent--- The man 
(who had like wife quitted his horfe) dragged 
this forlorn damfel, more dead than alive, 
through the fame opening. Then Mr. Bramble, 
pulling the door off its hinges with a jerk, laid 
hold on Liddy’s arm , and brought her to the 
light; very much frighted, but little hurt. It 
fell to ray Share to deliver our aunt Tabitha, who 
had loft her cap in the ftruggle; and being rather 
more than half frantic, with rage and terror, was 
no bad representation of one of the filter Furies 
x--------------------------------------------------. that
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that guard the gates of hell-------She exprefted no 
fort of concern for her brother, who ran about in 
the cold, without his periwig, and worked with 
the moft aftonilhing agility, in helping to 
difentangle the horfes from the carriage • but flie 
cried, in a tone of diftra&ion, “Chowder! 
“Chowder! my dear Chowder! my poor Chow- 
“der is certainly killed!”

This was not the cafe--- Chowder, after 
having tore my uncle’s leg in the confufion of the 
fall, had retreated under the feat, and from then
ce the footman drew him by the neck; for which 
good office he bit his fingers to the bone. The 
fellow, who is naturally furly, was fo provoked 
at this aflault, that lie fainted his ribs with a 
hearty kick, exclaiming, “Damn the nafty fon 
“of a bitch, and them he belongs to!” A be- 
nediCtion, which was by no means loft upon the 
implacable virago his miftrefs.------Her brother, 
however, prevailed upon her, to retire into a 
peafant’s houfe, near the fcene of aftion, where 
his head and hers were covered, and poor Jen
kins had a fit—--- Our next care was to apply 
fome fticking-plaifter to the wound in his leg, 
■which exhibited the impreflion of Chowder’s 
teeth; but he never opened his lips againft the 
delinquent-----Mts. Tabby, alarmed at this fce
ne, “ You fay nothing, Matt (cried fhe); but I 
“know your mind-----1 know the fpite you 
“have to that poor unfortunate animal! I know 
“you intend to take his life away!” “You are

K 2 “miftaken
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“ miftaken, upon my honour! (replied the *fqui- 
“re, with a farcaftic fmile) I fliould be inca- 
“ pable of harb°uring any fuch cruel defign 
“againft an obje& fo amiable and inoffenfive; 
“ even if he had not the happinefs to be your 
« favourite.”

, John Thomas was not fo delicate. The fel
low, whether really alarmed for his life, or in- 
ftigated by the delire of revenge, came in, and 
bluntly demanded, that the dog Ihould be put to 
death; on the fuppofition, that if ever he fhould 
run mad here-after, he, who had been bit by 
him, would be infefted------ My uncle calmly 
argued upon the abfurdity of his opinion, ob- 
ferving, that he himfelf was in the fame predi
cament, and would certainly take the precaution 
he propofed, if he was not fure he ran no rifque 
of infeftion. Neverthelefs, Thomas continued 
obftinate; and, at length, declared, that if the 
dog was not ihot immediately, he himfelf would 
be his executioner-------This declaration opened 
the flood-gates of Tabby’s eloquence, which 
would have fhamed the firft-rate oratrefs of Bil
lingsgate. The footman retorted in the fame 
ftile; and the ’fquire difmifled him from his fer- 
vice, after having prevented me from giving him 
a good horfe-whipping for his infolence.

The coach being adjufted, another difficulty 
occurred------ -Mrs. Tabitha abfolutely refufed to 
enter it again, unlefs another driver could be 
found to take the place oftthe poftilion; who, 

flie
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flie affirmed, had overturned the carriage from 
malice aforethought------- After much difpute, the 
man refigned his place to a ihabby country fel
low, who undertook to go as far as Marlborough, 
where they could be better'provided ; and at 
that place we arrived about one o’clock, with
out farther impediment. Mrs. Bramble, how
ever, found new matter of offence; which, in
deed, ffie had a particular genius for extracting at 
will from almoft every incident in life. We had 
fcarce entered the room at Marlborough, where 
we flayed to dine, when fhe exhibited a formal 
complaint againft the poor fellow who had fuper- 
ceded the poftilion. She faid, he was fuch a beg
garly rafcal, that he had ne’er a fhirt to his back; 
and had the impudence to ihock her light by 
fhewing his bare pofteriors, for which aft of in
delicacy he deferved to be fet in the flocks. 
Mrs. Winifred Jenkins confirmed the affertion, 
With refpeft to his nakednefs, obferving, at the 
fame time, that he had a fkin as fair as ala- 
bafter.

“This is a heinous offence, indeed; (cried 
“ my uncle) let us hear what the fellow has to 

fay in his own vindication.” He was accord- 
*ngly fummoned, and made his appearance, 
which was equally queer and pathetic. He 
feemed to be about twenty years of age, of a 
middling fiZe, with bandy legs, Hooping ihoul- - 
ders, high forehead, fandy locks, pinking eyes, 
flat nofe, and long chin------ but his complexion
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* was of a fickly yellow: his looks denoted fami
ne; and the rags that he wore, could hardly 
corn eal what decency requires to be covered— 
My uncle, having Purveyed him attentively, faid, 
with an ironical expreffion in his countenance, 
“An’t you alhamed, fellow, to ride poftilion 
“ without a fhirt to cover your backfide from the 
“view of the ladies in the coach?” “Yes, I 
“am, : v pleafe your noble honour (anfwered 
“the man); but necefiity has'Ao law, as the 
“faying is--- And more than that, it was an 
“accident--- My breeches cracked behind, after 
‘‘I had got into the fiddle--- ” “You’re an 
“ impudent varlet, (cried Mrs. Tabby) for pre- 
“ fuming to ride before perfons of fafhion witb- 
“out a fhirt--- ” “I am fo, an’ pleafe your 
“worthy ladylhip (faid he); but I’m a poor 
“ Wiltihire lad.---1 ha’n’t a fhirt in the world, 
“ that I can call my own, nor a rag of clothes, 
“an* pleafe your ladyfhip, but what you fee— 
“I have no friend, nor relation upon earth to 
“ help me out---1 have had the fever and ague 
“thefe fix months, and fpent all 1 had in the 
“world upon doffers, and to keep foul and bo- 
“ dy together ; and faving your ladyfhip’s good 
“ preftnce, I ha’n’t broke bread thefe four and 
“twenty hours-- ”

Airs. Bramble, turning from him, faid, fhe , 
had never feen fuch a filthy tatterdemalion, and 
bid him begone; obferving, that he would fill 
the room full of vermin------ Her brother darted

a figni-
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a fignificant glance at her, as fhe retired with 
Liddy into another apartment; and then afked 
the man if he was known to any perfon in Marl- 
,borough ?— --- When he anfwered, that the land
lord of the inn had known him from his infancy; 
mine hoft was immediately called, and being in
terrogated on the fubjedt , declared that the 
young fellow’s name was Humphry Clinker. 
That he had been a love-begotten babe, brought 
np in the work-houfe, and put out apprentice by 
the parifli to a country black-fmith, who died 
before the boy’s time was out: that he had for 
fome time worked under his oftler, as a helper 
and extra poftilion, till he was taken ill of the 
ague, which difabled him from getting his bread: 
that having fold or pawned every thing he had 
in the world for bis cure and fubfiftence, he be
came fo miferable and fhabby, that he difgraced 
the ftable, and was difmilTed; but that he never 
heard any thing to the prejudice of his character 
in other refpe&s. “So that the fellow being 
“lick and deftitute, (faid my uncle) you turned 
“him out to die in the ftreets.” “I pay the 
“poor's rate (replied the other), and I have no 
“right to maintain idle vagrants, either in fick- 
“nefs or health: befides, fuch a miferable object 
“would have brought a difcredit upon my 
“houfe------*

“You perceive” ( faid the'fquire, turning to 
me) “our landlord is a Chriftian of bowels-------  
“ Who fhall prefume to cenfare the morals of the

K 4 “age,
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“age, when the very publicans exhibit fuch 
“ examples of humanity ?----- -Hark ye, Clinker, 
“you are a moft notorious offender------ You 
“ ftand convi&ed of ficknefs, hunger, wretched- 
“nefs and want But, as it does not belong 

to me to puniffi criminals, I will only take 
“ upon me the talk of giving you a word of ad- 
“vice-------------- Get a lliirt with all convenient
“difpatch, that your nakednefs may not hence- 
“ forward give offence to travelling gentlewo- 
“men, efpecially maidens in years-------”

So faying, he put a guinea into the hand of 
the poor fellow, who flood flaring at him in 
iilence, with his mouth wide open, till the land
lord pufhed him out of the room. ,

In the afternoon, as our aunt flept into the 
coach, fhe obferved, with fome marks of fatis- 
faftion, that the poftilion, who rode next to her, 
was not a fliabby wretch like the ragamuffin 
who had drove them into Marlborough. In
deed , the difference was very confpicuous: this 
was a fmart fellow, with a narrow-brimmed hat, 
with gold cording, a cut bob, a decent blue 
jacket, leather breeches, and a clean linen fhirt, 
puffed above the waift-band. When we arrived 
at the caftle on Spinhill, where we lay, this new 
poftilion was remarkably affiduous, in bringing 
in the loofe parcels; and, at length, difplayed 
the individual countenance of Humphry Clinker, 
who had metamorphofed himfelf in this manner, 
by relieving from pawn part of his own clothes, 

with 
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with the money he had received from Mr. 
Bramble.

Howfoever pleafed the reft of the company 
were with fuch a favourable change in the ap
pearance of this poor creature, it foured on the 
ftomach of Mrs. Tabby, who had not yet di- 
gefted the affront of his naked ikin------ She tof- 
fed her nofe in difdain, faying, Ilie fuppofed her 
brother had taken him into favour, becaufe he 
had infulted her with his obfcenity ; that a fool 
and his money were foon parted; but that if 
Matt intended to take the fellow with him to 
London, Ihe would not go a foot further that 
way------ My uncle faid nothing with his tongue, 
though his looks were fufficiently expreffive; 
and next morning Clinker did not appear, fo 
that we proceeded without further altercation to 
Salt-hill, where we propofed to dine------ There, 
the firft perfon that came to the fide of the coach, 
and began to adjuft the footboard, was no other 
than Humphry Clinker------ When I handed out 
Mrs. Bramble, Ihe eyed him with a furious look, 
and paffed into the houfe------ My uncle was em- 
barraffed, and alked him peevifhly what had 
brought him hither? The fellow faid, his honour 
had been fo good to him, that he had not the 
heart to part with him; that he would follow 
him to the world’s end, and ferve him all the 
days of his life, without fee or reward-----

Mr. Bramble did not know whether to chide 
or laugh at this declaration-------He forefaw

K 5 much
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much contradiction on the fide of Tabby; and, 
on the other hand, he could not but be pleafed 
with the gratitude of Clinker, as well as with the 
limplicity of his charafter------ “Suppofe I was 
“inclined to take you into my fervice, (faid he) 
tc what are your qualifications? what are you 
“good for?” “An pleafe your honour, (anfwered 
<cthis original) I can read and write, and do the 
“bufinefs of the liable indifferently well—I can 
“drefs a horfe, and Ihoe him, and bleed and rowel 
“him; and, as for the practice of fow-gelding,

I won’t turn my back on e’er a he in the coun- 
“ty of Wilts-------Then I can make hogs pud- 
“ dings and hob-nails, mend kettles, and tin fau- 
*‘ce-pans------- ” Here uncle burft out a-laugh- 
ing; and enquired what other accomplifhments 
he was mafter of------ “I know fomethihg of 
“fingle flick, and pfalmody, (proceeded Clinker) 
“I can play upon the Jew’s harp, ling Black- 
“ey’d Sufan, Arthur o’Bradley, and divers other 
“fongs; I can dance a WeUh jig, and Nancy 
“Dawfon; wreftle a fall with any lad of my in- 
“ches, when I’m in heart; and, under correc- 
“tion, I can find a hare when your honour 
“wants a bit of game.” “Foregad! thou art a 
“complete fellow, (cried my uncle, ftill laugh- 
“ing) I have a good mind to take thee into my 
“family------ Prithee, go and try if thou can’fl: 
“ make peace with my lifter-------Thou haft given 
“her much offence by ihewing her thy naked 
“ taik”

Clinker
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Clinker accordingly followed us info the 
room, cap in hand, where, addreffmg himfelf to 
Mrs. Tabitha, “May it pleafe your ladyfhip’s 
“worfhip (cried he) to pardon aid forgive my 
“offences, and, with God’s affiftance, I fhall 
“take care that my tail fhall never rife up in 
“judgment againft me, to offend your ladyfhip 
“again------ Do, pray, good, fweet, beautiful 

“lady, take companion on a poor (inner----- - 
“ God blefs your noble countenance; I am fare 
“you ate too handsome and generous to beat 
“malice------1 will ferve you on my bended 
“knees, by night and by day, by land and by 
“ water; and all for the love and pleafure of 
“ferving fuch an excellent lady —” *

This compliment and humiliation had Come 
effect upon Tabby; but fhe made no reply; and 
Clinker, taking filence for confent, gave his at
tendance at dinner. The fellow’s natural 
awkwardnefs and the flutter of his f^irits were 
productive of repeated blunders in the courfe of 
his attendance------ At length, he fpilt part of a, 
cuftard upon her right fhoulder; and, ftarring 
back, trod upon Chowder, who fet up a difmal 
howl------Poor Humphry was fo difconcerted at 
this double miftake that he dropt the china 
difh, which broke into 'a thoufand pieces; 
then, falling down upon his knees, remained 
in that pofture gaping, with a moft ludicrous 
afpeft of diltrefs--- —Mrs. Bramble flew to the 

dog,
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dog, and, fnatching him in her arms, prefented 
him to her brother, faying, “This is all a con- 
*c certed fcheme againft this unfortunate animal, 
“whofe only crime is its regard for me-------  
“ Here it is: kill it at once; and then you’ll be 
“fatisfied.”

Clinker, hearing thefe words, and taking 
them in the literal acceptation, got up in fome 
hurry, and, feizing a knife from the fide-board, 
cried, “ Not here, an pleafe your ladyfhip------  
“It will daub the room------ Give him to me and 
“1’11 carry him into the ditch by the road- 
“ fide- ” To this propofal he received no 
other anfwer, than a hearty box on the ear, 
that made him flagger to the other fide of the 
room. “What! (faidlhe to her brother) am I 
“to be affronted by every mangy hound that 
“you pick up in the highway? I infift upon 
“your fending this, rafcallion about his bufinefs 
“immediately------ ” “For God’s fake, lifter, 
“compofe yourfelf, (faid my uncle) and confi- 
“ der, that the poor fellow is innocent of any in. 
“ tention to give you offence----- “ Innocent 
“as the babe unborn-------” (cried Humphry.) 
“I fee it plainly, (exclaimed the implacable 
maiden) “ he afts by your direftion; and you 
“are refolved to fupport him in his impudence 
“-------This is a bad return for all the fervices I 
“have done you; for nurfing you in your fick- 
“nefs, managing your family, and keeping you 
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“from ruining yourfelf by your own impruden- 
“ce-—But now you fhall part with that rafcal or 
“me, upon the fpot, without farther lofs of ti- 
“me; and the world fhall fee, whether you have 
“ more regard for your own flefh and blood, or 
“for a beggarly foundling, taken from the dung- 
“ hili'------ ”

Mr. Bramble’s eyes began to gliften, and his 
teeth to chatter. “If ftated fairly, (faidhe, 
railing his voice) “the queftion is, whether I 
“ have fpirit to fhake off an intolerable yoke, by 
“one effort of refolution, or meannefs enough 
“ to do an aft of cruelty and injuftice, to gratify 
“the rancour of a capricious woman-------Hark 
“ye, Mrs. Tabitha Bramble, I will now pro- 
“ pofe an alternative in my turn—Either difcard 

your fourfooted favourite, or give me leave to 
“bid you eternally adieu—For I am determined, 
“that he and I fhall live no longer under the 
“ fame roof; and now to dinner \vith Xohat ap- 
“petite you may— —” Thunder-ftruck at this 
declaration, fhe fat down in a corner; and, after 
a paufe of fome minutes, “Sure I don’t under- 
“ftand you, Matt!” (faid fhe.) “And yet I 
“fpoke in plain Englifh------ ” anfwered the 

’fquire, with a peremptory look. “Sir, (re
fumed this virago, effeftually,humbled) “it is 
“your prerogative to command, and my duty to 
“ obey. I can’t difpofe of the dog in this place; 
“but if you’ll allow him to go in the coach to 

“ Lon-
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“London, I give you my word, be fliall never 
“trouble you again-------”

Her brother, entirely difarmed by this mild 
reply, declared, fhe could alk him nothing in 
reafon that he would refufe; adding, “I hope, 
“filler, you have never found me deficient in na- 

tural afleftion.” Mrs. Tabitha immediately 
rofe, and throwing her arms about his neck, kif- 
fed him on the cheek: he returned her embrace 
with great emotion. Liddy fobbed, Win. Jep. 
kins cackled, Chow’der capered, and Clinker 
flapped about, rubbing his hands for joy of this 
reconciliation.

Concord being thus reftored, we finifhed our 
meal with comfort; and in the evening arrived 
at London, without having met with any other 
adventure. My aunt feems to be much mended 
by the hint fhe received from her brother. She 
has been gracioufly pleafed to remove her difplea- 
fure from Clinker, who is now retained as foot
man ; and in a day or two will make bis ap
pearance in a new fuit of livery; but as he is 
little acquainted with London, we have taken 
an occafional valet, whom I intend hereafter to 
hire as my own fervant. We lodge in Golden- 
fquare, at the houfe of one Mrs. Norton, a de
cent fort of a woman, who takes great pains to 
make us all eafy. My uncle propofes to make a 
circuit, of all the remarkable fcenes of this me
tropolis, for the entertainment of his pupils; but 
as both you and 1 are already acquainted with 
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mod of thofe he will vilit, and with fotne 
othe/s he little dreams of, I fliall only com
municate what will be in fome meafure new to 
your obfervatiqn. Remember me to our jefuiti- 
cal friends, and believe tne ever,

Dear knight,

Yours affectionately,'

London, May 24. J. Melford,1

To Dr. Lewi s.

DearDoctek,

LONDON is literally new to me; new in its 
ftreets, houfes, and even in its fituation; as the 
Irifhman faid, “London is now gone out of 
“town.” What I ieft open fields, producing 
hay and corn, I now find covered with ftreets, 
and fquares, and palaces, and churches. I am 
credibly informed, that in the fpace of feven 
years, eleven thoufand new houfes have been 
built in one quarter of Weftminfter, exclufive of 
what is daily added to other parts of this un
wieldy metropolis. Pimlicoa and Knightfbridge 
are now almoft joined to Chelfea and Kenfing- 
ton; and if this infatuation-continues for half a 
century, J fuppofe the whole county of Middle- 
fex will be covered with brick.

It



i6o The Expedition or

It muft be allowed, indeed, for the credit of 
the prefent age, that London and Weftminfter 
are much better paved and lighted than they we
re formerly. The new ftreets are fpacious, re
gular, and airy; and the houfes generally con
venient. The bridge at Blackfriars is a noble 
monument of tafte and public fpirit—---- 1 won

der how they Humbled upon a work of fuch ma
gnificence and utility. But, notwithftanding 
thefe improvements, the capital is become an 
overgrown monfter; which, like a dropfical 
head, will in time leave the body and extremi
ties without nourifhment and fupport. The ab- 
furdity will appear in its full force, when we 
confider, that one fixth part of the natives of this 
■whole extenfive kingdom, is crowded within the 
bills of mortality. What wonder that our vil
lages are depopulated, and our farms in want 
of day-labourers? The abolition of fmall farms, 
is but one caufe of the decreafe of population. In
deed, the incredible increafe of horfes and black 
cattle, to anfwer the purpofes of luxury, requi
res a prodigious quantity of hay and grafs, 
which are raifed and managed without much la
bour; but a number of hands will always be 
wanted for the different branches of agriculture, 
whether the farms be large or fmall. The tide 
of luxury has fwept all the inhabitants from the 
open country'------ The pooreft ’fquire, as well 
as the richeft peer, muft have his houfe in town, 
and make f figure with an extraordinary number 

of
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of dotneftics. The plough-boys, cow-herds, and 
lower hinds, are debauched and feduced by the 
appearance and difpourfe of thofe coxcombs in 
livery, when they make their fummer excurfions. 
They defert their dirt and drudgery, and fwarm 
up to London, in hopes of getting into fervice, 
where they can live luxurioufly and wear fine 
clothes, without being obliged to work5 for 
idlenefs is natural to man------ Great numbers of 
thefe, being difappointed in their expectation, 
become thieves and fharpers; and London being 
an immenfe wildernefs, in which there is neither 
watch nor ward of any lignification, nor any 
order or police, affords them lurking-places as 
Well as prey.

There are many caufes that contribute to the 
daily increafe of this enormous mafs; but they 
may be all refolved into the grand fource of 
luxury and corruption-------About five and twen
ty years ago, very fewy even of the molt opu
lent citizens of London, kept any equipage, or 
even any fervants in livery. Their tables pro
duced nothing but plain boiled and roafted, with 
a bottle of port and a-tankard of beer. At pre
fent, every trader in any degree of credit, every 
broker and attorney, maintains a couple of foot
men , a coachman, and poftilion. He has his 
town-houfe, and his country-boufe, his coach, 
and his poftchaife. His wife and daughters ap
pear in the .richeft fluffs, befpangled with dia
monds. They frequent the court, the opera,

Vol. I. L the 
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the theatre, and the mafquerade. They hold 
aflemblies at their own houfes: they make fumpt- 
uous entertainments, and treat with the richefl: 
wines of Bourdeaux, Burgundy, and Champagne. 
The fubftantial tradefman, who wont to pafs his 
evenings at the ale-houfe for four-pence halfpen
ny, now fpends three Chillings at the tavern 
while his wife keeps card-tables at home; fhe 
niuft likewife have fine clothes, her chaife, or 
pad, with country-lodgings, and go three times 
a-week to public diverfions. Every clerk, ap
prentice, and even waiter of tavern or coffee- 
houfe, maintains a gelding by himfelf, or in 
partnerfliip, am a4Tumes the air and apparel of a 
petit maitre-------The gayeft places of public en
tertainment are filled with falhionable figures; 
which, upon enquiry, will be journeymen tay- ' 
lors, ferving-men, and abigails, difguifed like 
their betters.

In fliort, there is no diftinftion or fubordina- 
tion left-------The different departments of life 
are jumbled together-------The hod-carrier, the 
low mechanic, the tapfler, the publican, the fliop- 
keeper, the pettifogger, the citizen, and cour
tier, all tread upon the kibes of °ns another: 
actuated by the daemons of profligacy and li- 
centioufnefs, they are feen every where, ramb
ling, riding, rolling, rufhing, juftling, mixing, 
bouncing, cracking, and crafliing in one vile fer
ment of ftupidity and corruption----- -All is tu
mult and hurry; one would imagine they were 

im-
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impelled by fome diforder of the brain, that will 
not fuffer them to be at reft. The foot-paffengers 
run along as if they were purfuet by bail -ffs. The 
porters and chairmen trot with their burdens. 
People, who keep their own equipages, drive 
through the ftreets at full fpeed. Even citizens, 
phyficians, and apothecaries, glide in their cha
riots like lightning. The hackney coachmen 
make their horfes fmoke, and the pavement flia- 
kes under them; and I have actually feen a wag
gon pafs through Piccadilly at the hand-gallop. 
In a word, the whole nation feems to be running 
out of their wits.

The diverfions of the times are not ill fuited 
to the genius of this incongruous monfter, called 
the public. Give it noife, confufion, glare, and 
glitter, it has no idea of elegance and propriety 
' What are the amufements at Ranelagh? 
One half of the company are following one ano
ther’s tails, in an eternal circle; like fo many 
blind affes in an olive-mill; where they caa 
neither difcourfe, diftinguilh, nor be diftinguifli- 
ed; while the other half are drinking hot wa
ter, under the denomination of tea, till nine or 
ten o’clock at night, to keep them awake for the 
reft of the evening. As for the orcheftra, the 
vocal mufic efpecially, it is well for the per
formers that they cannot be heard diftinftly, 
Vauxhall is a competition of baubles, over
charged with paltry ornaments, ill conceived, 
and poorly executed; without any unity of

L a defign, 
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defign, or propriety of difpofition. It is an un
natural affembly °f objects, fantaftically illumi
nated in broken mafles; feemingly contrived to 
dazzle the eyes and divert the imagination of the 
vulgar---- —Here a wooden lion, there a ftone 
ftatue; in one place, a range of things like cof- 
fee-houfe boxes, covered a-top ; in another a 
parcel of ale-houfe benches; in a third, a pup- 
petrihew reprefentation of a tin cafcade; in a 
fourth, a gloomy cave of a circular from, like a 
fepulchral vault half lighted; in a fifth, a fcanty 
Hip of grafs-plat, that would not afford pafture 
fufficient for an afs’s colt. The walks, which 
Nature feems to have intended for folitnde, fha- 
de and filence, are filled with crowds of noify 
people, fucking up the nofturnal rheums of an 
aguifh climate: and through thefe gay fcenes, 
a few lamps glimmer like fo many farthing 
candles.

When I fee a number of well-dreffed people, 
of both fexes, fitting on the covered benches, 
expofed to the eyes of the mob; and, which is 
worfe, to the cold, raw, night-air, devouring 
fliced beef, and fwilling port, and punch, and 
cyder, I can’t help compaflionating their teme
rity , while I defpife their want of tafte and de
corum ; but, when they courfe along thofe damp 
and gloomy walks, or crowd together upon the 
wet gravel, without any other cover than the 
cope of heaven, liftening to a fong, which one 
half of them cannot poffibly hear, how can I 

help
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help fuppofing they are a&ually poffeffed by a 
fpirir, more abfurd,and pernicious than any thing 
we meet with in the precinfts of Bedlam? In all 
probability, the proprietors of this, and other 
public gardens of inferior note, in the ikirts of 
the metropolis, are,' im fome,fhape, connefted 
with the faculty of phyfic, and the company of 
undertakers; for, confidering that eagernefs in 
the purfuit of what is called pleafure, which now 
predominates through every rank and denomina
tion of life, I am perfuaded, that more gouts, 
rheumatifms, catarrhs, and confumptions are 
caught in thefe nofturnal paftimes, fub dio, than 
from all the rifques and accidents to which a life 
of toil and danger is expofed.

Thefe, and other obfervations, which I have 
made in this excurfton , will fhorten my ftay in 
London, and fend me pack with a double relilh 
to my folitude and mountains; but I fhall return 
by a different route from that which brought me 
to town. I have feen fome old friends, who 
conftantly relided in this virtuous metropolis, but 
they are fo changed in manners, and difpofition, 
that we hardly know or care for one another— 
In our journey from Bath, my lifter Tabby pro
voked me into a tranfport of paffion; during 
which, like a man who has drank himfelf pot
valiant, I talked to her in'fuch a ftile of authori
ty and refolution, as produced a moft bleffed ef- 
feft. She and her dog have been remarkably 
quiet and orderly, ever lince this expoftulation.

L 3 How
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How long this agreeable calm will laft, Heaven 
above knows—■—I flatter myfelf the exercife of 
travelling has been of fervice to my health; a 
circumftance, which encourages me to proceed 
in my projefted expedition to the North. But 
I matt, in the mean time, for the benefit and 
amufement of my pupils, explore the depths of 
this chaos; this milhapen and monftrous capital, 
without head or tail, members or proportion.

Thomas was fo infolent to my lifter on the 
road, that I was obliged to turn him off abrupt
ly, betwixt Chippenham and Marlborough, whe
re our coach was overturned. The fellow was 
always fullen and felfilh; but, if he fhould re
turn to the country, you may give him a cha
racter for honefty and fobriety; and provided 
he behaves with proper refpeft to the family, 
let him have a couple of guineas in the name 
of

yours always,

London May 29.

Matt. Bramble.

To
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To Mifs L^t 1 ii a Wil l is, at Gloucefter.

My Dear Letty;

INEXPRESSIBLE was the pleafure I receiv
ed from yours of the 25th, which was laft night 
put into my hands by Mrs. Brentwood, the 
milliner, from Gloucefter-------1 rejoice to hear 
that my worthy governefs is in good health, and, 
ftill more, that fhe no longer retains any difplea- 
fure towards her poor Liddy, I am forry you 
have loft the fociety of the agreeable mifs 
iVaughan; but, I hope, you won’t have caufe 
much longer to regret the departure of your 
fchool companions, as I make no doubt but your 
parents will, in a little time, bring you into the 
world, where you are fo well qualified to make 
a diftinguifhed figure. When that is the cafe, I 
flatter tnyfelf you and I fhall meet again, and be 
happy together; and even improve the friend- 
fhip which we contrafted in our tender years-— 
This at leaft I can promife------ It fhall not be 
for the want ^f my utmoft endeavours, if our 
intimacy does not continue for life.

About five days ago we arrived in London, 
after an eafy journey from Bath; during which, 
however, we were overturned, and met with 
fome other little incidents, which had like to 
have occasioned a mifunderftanding betwixt my 
uncle and aunt; but now, thank God, they are

L 4 hap- 
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happily reconciled; we live inzharmony together, 
and every day make parties to fee the wonders 
of this vaft metropolis, which, however, I can
not pretend to defcribe; for I have not as yet 
feen one hundredth part of its curiolities, and I 
am quite in a maze of admiration.

The cities of London and Weftminfter are 
fpread out into an incredible extent. The ftreets, 
fquares, rows, lanes, and alleys, are innumerable. 
Palaces, public buildings, and churches, rife in 
every quarter; and among thefe laft, St. Paul’s 
appears with the moft aftonilhing pre-eminence. 
They fay it is not fo large as St. Peter’s at Ro
me; but, for my own part, I can have no idea 
of any earthly temple more grand and magni
ficent.

But even thefe fuperb obje&s are not fo ftrik- 
ing as the crouds of people that fwarm in the 
ftreets. I at firft imagined, that fome great af- 
fembly was juft difmiffed, and wanted to ftand 
afide till the multitude fhould pafs; but this hu
man tide continues to flow, without interruption 
or abatement, from morn till night. Then there 
is fuch an infinity of gay equipages, coaches, 
chariots, chaifes,' and other carriages, continual
ly rolling and ihifting before your eyes, that 
one’s head grows giddy looking at them; and the 
imagination is quite confounded with fplendor 
and variety. Nor is the profpeft by water lefs 
grand and aftonilhing than that by land: you fee 
three ftupendous bridges, joining the opposite 

banks
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banks of a broad, deep, and rapid river; fo vaft, fo 
ftately, fo elegant, that they feem-to be the work 
of the giants; betwixt them, the whole furface of 
the Thames is covered with fmall veflels, barges, 
boats, and wherries, paffing to and fro; and below 
the three bridges, fuch a prodigious foreft of 
mails, for miles together, that you would think 
all the fhips in the univerfe were here affembled^ 
All that you read of wealth and grandeur, in the 
Arabian Nights’ Entertainment, and the Perfian 
Tales, concerning Bagdad, Di^rbekir, Damafcus, 
lipahan, and Samarkand, is here realized.

Ranelagh looks like the inchanted palace of a 
genie, adorned with the moft exquifite perfor
mances of painting, carving, and gilding, enlight
ened with a thoufand goldqp lamps, that emulate 
the noon-day fun; crowded with the great, the 
rich, the gay, the happy, and the fair; glitter
ing with cloth of gold and fiver, lace, embroi
dery, and precious ftones. While thefe exulting 
fons and daughters of felicity tread this round of 
pleafure, or regale in different parties, and fepa- 
rate lodges, with fine imperial tea and other de
licious refreihments, their ears are entertained 
"with the moft ravifbing delights of mufic, both 
inftrumental and vocal. There I heard the fa
mous Tenducci, a thing from Italy------ It looks 
for all the world like a man, though they fay it 
is not. The voice, to be fure, is neither man’s 
nor woman’s; but it is more melodious than ei-

L 5 ther;
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ther; and it warbled fo divinely, that, while J 
liftened, I really thought myfelf in paradife.

At nine o’clock, in a charming moon-light 
evening, we embarked at Ranelagh for Vauxhall, 
in a wherry, fo light and Render, that we looked 
like fo many fairies failing in a nut-fhell. My 
uncle, being apprehenflve of catching cold upon 
the water, went round in the coach, and my 
aunt would have accompanied him, but he 
would not fuffer me to go by water if file went 
by land; and therefore fhe favoured us with her 
company, as ihe perceived I had a curioiity to 
make this agreeable voyage———After all, the 
veflel was fufficiently loaded; for, beiides the 
waterman, there was my brother Jery, and a 
friend of his, one Mr. Barton, a country gentle
man, of a good fortune, who had dined at our 
houfe- - 1 'The pleafure of this little excurfion 
Was, however, damped, by my being [fadly 
frighted at our landing; where there was a ter
rible confufion of wherries, and a crowd of peo
ple bawling, and fwearing, and quarrelling; nay, 
a parcel of ugly-looking fellows came running 
into the water, and laid hold on our boat with 
great violence, to pull it alhore; nor would they 
quit their hold till my brother ftruck one of them 
over the head with his cane. But this flutter 
was fully recompenfed by the pleafures of Vaux
hall; which I no fooner entered, than I was 
dazzled and confounded with the variety ot 
beauties that rufhed all at once upon my eye.

Image



Humphry Clinker. i-i

Image to yourfelf, my dear Letty, a fpacious 
garden, part laid out in delightful walks, bound
ed with high hedges and trees, and paved 
with gravel; part exhibiting a wonderful affem. 
blage of the moft pi&urefque and ftriking objefts, 
pavilions, lodges, groves, grottoes, lawns, tem
ples, and cafcades; porticoes, colonades, and 
rotundos; adorned with pillars, ftatues, and 
painting: the whole illuminated with an infinite 
number of lamps, difpofed in different figures of 
funs, ftars, and conftellations; the place crowded 
With the gayeft company, ranging through thofe 
blifsful fhades, or fupping in different lodges, on 
cold collations, enlivened with mirth, freedom, 
and good humour, and animated by an excellent 
band of mufic. Among the vocal performers I 
had the happinefs to hear the celebrated Mrs——, 
whofe voice was fo loud and fo fhrill, that it 
made my head ake through excefs of pleafare.

In about half an hour after we arrived we we
re joined by my uncle, who did not feem to re- 
iifh the place. People of experience and infirmi
ty, my dear Letty, fee with very different eyes 
from thofe that fuch as you and I make ufe of-—* 
Our evening’s entertainment was interrupted by 
®n unlucky accident. In one of the remoteft 
Walks we were furprifed with, a fudden ftiower, 
that fet the whole company a running, and drove 
us in heaps, one upon another, into the rotunda; 
where my uncle, finding himfelf wet, began to 
be very peevifh and urgent to be gone. My 

brother 
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brother went to look for the coach, and found 
it with much difficulty; but as it could not hold 
us all, Mr. Barton ftaid behind. It was fome 
time before the carriage could be brought up to 
the gate, in the confufion, notwithftanding the 
utmoft endeavours of our new footman, Hum
phry Clinker, who loft his fcratchperiwig, and 
got a broken head in the fcuffle. The moment 
we were, feated, my aunt pulled off my uncle’s 
fihoes, and carefully wrapped his poor feet in her 
capuchin; then fhe gave him a mouthful of cor
dial, which flie always keeps in her pocket, and 
his clothes were fliifted as foon as we arrived at 
lodgings; fo that, blefled be God, he efcaped a 
fevere cold, of which he was in great terror.

As for Mr. Barton, I muft tell you in confi
dence, he was a little particular; but, perhaps, 
I miftake his complaifance; and I wifli 1 may, 
for his fake"-"---- You know the condition of my 
poor heart; which, in fpite of hard ufage—— 
And yet I ought not to complain: nor will I, 
till farther information.

Befides Ranelagh and Vauxhall, I have been 
at Mrs. Cornelys’ affembly, which, for the 
rooms, the company, the drefies, and decora
tions, furpaffes all defcription; but as I have no 
great turn for card-playing, I have not yet en
tered thoroughly into the fpirit of the place: 
Indeed I am ftill fuch a country-hoyden, that I 
could hardly find patience to be put in a condi
tion to appear, yet I was not above fix hours 

under 



Humphry Clinker.

under the hands of the hair-drefl’er, who fluffed 
my head with as much black wool as would have 
made a quilted petticoat; and, after all, it was 
the fmalleft head in the affembly, except my 
aunt’s------ She, to be fare, was fo particular 
with her rumpt gown and petticoat, her fcanty 
curls, her lappet-head, deep triple ruffles, and 
high flays, that every body looked at her with 
furprife ; fome whifpered, and fome tittered; and 
lady Grifkin, by whom we were introduced, 
flatly told her, fhe was twenty good years be
hind the faffiion.

Lady Grifkin is a perfon of fafhion, to whom 
we have the honour to be related. She keeps a 
fmall rout at her own houfe, never exceeding ten 
or a dozen card-tables, blit thefe are frequented 
by the beft company in town-------She has been ' 
fo obliging as to introduce my aunt and me to 
fome of her particular friends of quality , who 
treat us with the moft familiar good-humour: we 
have once dined with her, and fhe takes the 
trouble to direft us in all our motions. I am fo 
happy as to have gained her good-will to fuch a 
degree, that fhe fometimes adjufts my cap with 
her own hands; and fhe has given me a kind in
vitation to ftay with her all the winter. This, 
however, has been cruelly declined by my uncle, 
who feems to be (I know not how) prejudiced 
againft the good lady; for, whenever my aunt 
happens to fpeak in her commendation, I obferve . 
that he makes wry faces, though he fays 

nothing
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nothing-------Perhaps, indeed, thefe grimaces may. 
be the effect °f pain arifing from the gout and 
rheumatifrn, with which he is fadly diftreffed— 
To me, however, he is always good-natured 
and generous, even beyond my with. Since 
we came hither, he has made me a prefent of a 
fuit of clothes, with trimmings and laces, which 
coft more money than I fhall mention; and Jery, 
at his defire, has given me my mother’s diamond 
drops, which are ordered to be fet a-new; fo 
that it won’t be his fault if I do not glitter among 
the ftars of the fourth or fifth magnitude. I 
wifh my weak head may not grow giddy in the 
midft of all this gallantry and diflipation; though, 
as yet, I can fafely declare, I could gladly give 
■up all thefe tumultuous pleafures, for country 
folitude, and a happy retreat with thofe we love; 
among whom, my dear Willis will always.pof- 
fefs the firft place in the breaft of her

ever affectionate,

London, May 31.

Lydia Melford.

To
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To Sir Wa i k in Phillip s, Bart, of Jefus 
College, Oxon.

Dear Phillips,

I SEND you this letter, franked by our old 
friend Barton; who is as much altered as it was 
poflible for a man of his kidney to be————In- 
ftead of the carelefs, indolent lloven we knew 
at Oxford, I found him a bufy talkative politi
cian ; a petit maitre in his drefs, and a ceremo
nies courtier in his manners. He has not gall 
enough in his conftitution to be inflamed with 
the rancour of party, fo as to deal in fcurrilous 
inveftives; but, fince he obtained a place, he is 
become a warm partizan of the miniftry, and fees 
every thing through fuch an exaggerating me
dium, as to me, who am happily of no party, is 
altogether incomprehenfible—'Without all doubt, 
the fumes of faction not only difturb the faculty 
of reafort , but alfo pervert the organs offenfe; 
and I would lay an hundred guineas to ten, that 
if Barton on one fide, and the moft confcientious 
patriot in the oppofition on the other, were to 
draw, upon honour , th*e picture of the k----- - 
or m—-- , you and I, who are ftill uninfe&ed,
and unbiafed, would find both painters equally 
diftant from the truth. One thing, however, 
muft be allowed for the honour of Barton, he 
never breaks out into illiberal abufe, far lefs en

deavours,
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deavours, by infamous calumnies, to blaft the 
moral character of any individual, on the 
other fide.

Ever fince we came hither, he has been re
markably afliduous in his attention to our fami
ly; an attention, which, in a man of his indo
lence and avocations, I fhould have thought alto
gether odd, and even unnatural, had not I per
ceived that my fifter Liddy has made fome itn- 
preffion upon his heart. I can’t fay that I have 
any objection to his trying his fortune in this 
purfuit; if an opulent eftate, and a great ftock 
of good-nature are fufficient qualifications in a 
hufband, to render the marrihge-ftate happy for 
life, flie may be happy with Barton: but; J 
imagine, there is fomething elfe required to en
gage and fecure the affeCtion of a woman of 
fenfe and delicacy: fomething which Nature has 
denied dur friend------ Liddy feems to be of the 
fame opinion. When he addreffes himfelf to her 
in difcourfe, fhe feems to liften with reluctance 
and induftrioufly avoids all particular communi
cation; but in proportion to her coynefs, our 
aunt is coming. Mrs. Tabitha goes more than 
half way to meet his advances; fhe miftakes, 
or affeCts to miftake, the meaning of his courtefy, 
which is rather formal and fulfome; fhe returns 
his compliments with hyperbolical intereft, fhe 
perfecutes him with her civilities at table, fhe 
appeals to him for ever in converfation, fhe fighs, 
and flirts, and ogles, and by her hideous affefta- 

tion 
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tion and impertinence, drives the poor courtier 
to the very extremity of his complaifancein 
ihort, {he feems to have undertaken the liege of 
Barton’s heart, and carries on her approaches in 
fuch a defperate manner, that I don’t know whe
ther he will not be obliged to capitulate. In 
the mean time, his averfion to this inamorata 
ftruggling with his acquired affability, and his 
natural fear of giving offence, throws him into 
a kind of diftrefs which is extremely ridi
culous.

Two days ago, he perfuaded my uncle and 
me to accompany him to St. James’s, where he 
undertook to make us acquainted with the 
perfons of all the great men in the kingdom; 
and, indeed, there was a great affemblage of 
diftinguifhed charafters, for it was a high fefti- 
val at court. Our conduftor performed his pro- 
mife with great pun&uality. He pointed out 
almoft every individual of both fexes, and ge
nerally introduced them to our notice, with a 
flourifh of panegyric------Seeing the King ap
proach, “There comes (faid he) the moft ami- 
“able fovereign that ever fwayed the fceptre of 
“England ; the delici# humani generic Au- 
“guftus, in patronizing merit; Titus Vefpafian, 

in generofity; Trajan, in beneficence; and 
“Marcus Aurelius, in philofophy.” “A very 
“honeft, kind-hearted gentleman (added my un- 
“cle); he’s too good for the times. A king of 
“ England fliould have a fpice of the devil in his
Vol, J. M “com- 
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compofition.” Barton then turning to the 
Duke of C——proceeded-------“You know 
“the duke; that illuftrious hero, who trod re- 
“ bellion under his feet, and fecured us in pofief- 
“fion of every thing we ought to hold dear, as 
“EngliBimen and Chriftians. Mark what an 
“eye, how penetrating, yet pacific! what dig- 
“nity in his mien! what humanity in his afpeft 
“•------ Even malice muft own, that he is one of 
“the greateft officers in Chriftendom.” “I 
t( think he be ( faid Mr. Bramble ); but who are 
“thefe young gentlemen that ftand befide him?” 
“Thofe! (cried our friend) thofe are his royal 
“nephews; the princes of the blood. Sweet 
“young princes! the facred pledges of the Pro- 
“ teftant line; fo fpirited, fo fenfible, fo prince- 
“ly-------” “Yes; very fenfible! very fpirited! 
“(faid my uncle interrupting him) but fee the 
“queen! ha, there’s the queen-------There’s the 
“ queen ! let me fee-------Let me fee-------Where 
“are my glafles? ha! there’s meaning in that 
“eye-------There’s fentiment-------There’s expref- 
“fion. Well, Mr. Barton, what figure do you 
“call next?” The next perfon he pointed out 
was the favourite yearl; who flood folitary by 
one of the windows-------“Behold yon northern 
‘‘ftar, (fays he) /horn of bis beamr-------” 
“What! the Caledonian luminary, that lately 
“blazed fo bright in our hemifphere! methinks, 
“at prefent, it glimmers through a fog; like Sa- 
“turn without his ring, bleak and dim, and 

“ diftant
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«diftant-------Ha, there’s the other great pheno- 
“menon, the grand penfionary, that weather- 
“cock of patriotifm that veers about in every 
t( point of the political compafs, and ftiH feels the \ 
“ wind of popularity in his tail. He too , like a 
“portentous comet, has rifen again above the 
“court horizon; but how long he will continue 
“ to afcend, it is not eafy to foretel, confidering 
“his great eccentricity------ Who are thofe two 
“fatellites that attend his motions?” When A 
Barton told him their names, “To their charac

ters f faid Mr. Bramble) I am no ftranger. 
“One of them, without a drop of red blood in 
“ his veins, has a cold, intoxicating vapour in his 
“head; and rancour enough in his heart to in- 
“oculate and affeft a whole nation. T*e other 
“is (I hear) intended for a 111 are in the ad—n, 
“and the penfionary vouches for his being duly 
“ qualified------The only inftance I ever heard of 
“ his fagacity, was his deferting bis former pa- 
“tron, when he found him declining in power, 
“and in difgrace with the people. Without 
“principle, talent, or intelligence, he is ungra- 
“cious as a hog, greedy as a vulture , and thie- 
“ villi as a jackdaw; but , it muft be owned, he 
“is no hypocrite. He pretends to no virtue, 
“and takes no pains to difguife his character-— 
“ His miniftry will be attended with one advan- 
“tage, no man will be difappointed by his 
“breach of promife, as no mortal ever trufted 
“to his word. I wonder how lord-----firft

M 3 “difcovered
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“ difcovered this happy genius, and for what 
“purpofe lord------has now adopted him: but 
“one would think^ that as amber has a power 
“to attract dirt, and ftraws, and chofl', a mi- 
“ nifter is endued with the fame kind of faculty, 
“ to lick up every knave and blockhead in his 
“ ^ay------ ” His eulogium was interrupted by 
the arrival of the old duke of N------ ; who, 
fqueezing into the circle with a bufy face of im
portance , thurft his head into every countenan
ce, as if he , had been in fearch of fomebody, to 
whom he wanted to impart fomething of great 
confequence------ My uncle, who had been for
merly known to him, bowed as he puffed, and 
the duke, feeing himfelf fainted fo refpeftfully 
by a well-dreffed perfon, was not flow in re
turning the courtefy------ He even came up, and, 
taking him cordially by the hand, “My dear 
“friend; Mr. A------ , (fays he) I am rejoiced 
“to fee you-------How long have you been come 
“ from abroad ?------ How did you leave our good 
“friends, the Dutch? The king of Pruffia don’t 
“think of another war, ah?—---- He’s a great 
“king; a great conqueror! a very great con- 
“queror: Your Alexanders and Hannibals were 
“nothing at all to him, Sir------ Corporals! drum-
“mers ! drofs ! mere trafh-------Damned trafli, 
“heh?------ His grace being by this time out 
of breath, my uncle took the opportunity to tell 
him he had not been out of England, that his 
name was Bramble, and that he had the honour

to
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to fit in the laft parliament but one of the late 
king, as reprefentative for the borough of Dym- 
kymraig. “Odfo! (cried the duke) I remem- 
“ber you perfectly well , my dear Mr. Bramble 
“ You was always a good and loyal fub- 
“jeft a Ranch friend to adminiftration-------  
“ I made your brother an Irifh bifhop—----- ” 
“Pardon me, my lord, (faid the ’fquire) I once 
“ had a brother, but he was a captain in the ar- 
“my-------” “Ha! (faid his grace) he was 
“ fo------ He was, indeed ! But who was the
“bifhop then? Bifhop Blackberry'------ Sure it 
“was bifhop Blackberry-------Perhaps fome rela- 
“tion of yours-------” “Very likely, my lord 
“(replied my uncle); the Blackberry is the fruit 
“of the Bramble—-----But, I believe, the Bifhop 
“is not a berry of our bufh-------” “No more 
“he, is------ No more he is, ha, ha, ha! (ex- 
“ claimed the duke) there you gave me a fcratch, 
“good Mr. Bramble, ha, ha, ha!------ Well, I 
“fhall.be glad to fee you at Lincoln’s-inn-fields 
“------ You know the way------- Times are alter- 
“ed. Though I have loft the power, I retain 
“the inclination------ Your very humble fervant, 
“good Mr. Blackberry-----So faying, he 
ihoved to another corner of the room. “ What 
“ a fine old gentleman! ( cried Mr. Barton ) what 
“fpirits! what a memory!----- He never forgets 
“an old friend.” “He does me too much ho- 
“nour, (obferved our ’fquire) to rank me among 
“the number---- -Whilft I fat in parliament, I

M q “ neverw
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‘‘never voted with the miniftry but three times, 
“when my conscience told me they were in the 
“right: however, if he ftill keeps levee, I will 
“ carry my nephew thither, that he may fee, and 
“learn to avoid the fcene; for, I think, an Eng- 
“lifh gentleman never appears to fuch difadvan- 
“tage, as at the levee of a minifter------ Of his 
«grace I fhail fay nothing at prefent, but that 
“for thirty years he was the conftant and com- 
“mon butt of ridicule and execration. He was 
“generally laughed at as an ape in politics, who- 
“fe office and influence ferved only to render his 
“folly the more notorious; and the oppofition 
“curfed him, as the indefatigable drudge of a 
“firft-mover, who was juftly ftiled and ftigma- 
“ tized as the father of corruption: but this ridi- 
“culous ape, this venal drudge, no fooner loft 
“ the places he was fo ill qualified to fill, and un- 
“ furled the banners of faction, than he was me- 
“tamorphofed into a pattern of public virtue; 
“the very people whq reviled him before, now" 
“extolled him to the fkies, as a wife, experienc- 
“ed ftatefman , chief pillar of the Proteftant fuc- 
“ceffion, and cornerftone of Engliffi liberty. I 
“fhould be glad to know how Mr. Barton re- 
“ conciies thefe contradictions, without obliging 
“us to refign all title to the privilege of com- 
“mon fenfe..” “My dear Sir, (anfwered Barton) 
“I don’t pretend to juftify the extravagations of 
“the multitude; who I fuppofe were as wild in 
“ their former cenfure, as in their prefent praife :

“but
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“but I fliall be very glad to attend you on 
“Thurfday next to his grace’s levee; where, 
“I’m afraid, we fhall not be crowded with com- 
“pany; for, you know, there’s a wide dif- 
“ Terence between his prefent office of prefident 
“ of the council, and his former poft of firft lord 

commiffioner of the treafury.”
This communicative friend having announced 

all the remarkable charafters of both fexes, that 
appeared at court, we refolved to adjourn, and 
retired. At the foot of the flair-cafe, there was 
a crowd of lacqueys and chairmen, and in the 
midft of them flood Humphry Clinkers exalted 
upon a ftool, with his hat in one hand, and a 
paper in the other, in the aft of holding forth 
to the people------ Before we could enquire 
into the meaning of this exhibition, he perceived 
his mafter, thruft the paper into his pocket, 
defcended from his elevation, bolted through the 
crowd, and brought up the carriage to the 
gate.

My uncle faid nothing till we were feated, 
when, after having looked at me earneftly for 
fome time, he burft out a-laughing, and afked 
me if I knew upon what fubjeft Clinker was 
holding forth to the mob?------ “If (faid he) the 
“ fellow is turned mountebank , I muft turn him 
“ out of 1-ny fervice, othetwife he’ll make Merry

Andrews of us all-----” I obferved that, in 
all probability, he had ftudied medicine under his 
mafter, who was a farrier.------

M 4 . . At
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At dinner, the ’/quire afked him, if he bad 
ever pra&ifed phyfic? “Yes, an pleafe your ho- 
“nour, (laid he) among brute hearts; but I 
“never meddle with ratiohal creatures.” “ I 
“know not whether you rank in that clafs the 
“audience you was haranguing in the court at St. 
“James’s, but I fhould be glad to know what 
“kind of powders you was dirtributing; and 
“whether you had a good fale-------” “Sale, 
“Sir! (cried Clinker) I hope I fhall never be 
“bafe enough to fell for gold and filver, what 
“ freely comes of God’s grace. I diftributed 
“nothing, an like your honour, but a word of 
“advice to my fellows in fervitude and fin.” 
“Advice! concerning what?” “Concerning 
“profane fwearing, an pleafe your honour; fo 
“horrid and fhocking, that it made my hair ftand 
“on end.” ‘‘Nay, if thou canft cure them of 
“that difeafe, I fliall think thee a wonderful doc- 
“ tor indeed------ ” “ Why not cure them , my 
“good mafter? the hearts of thofe poor people 
“are not fo ftubborn as your honour feems to 
“think------ Make them firrt fenfible that you 
“have nothing in view but their good, then they 
“will lirten with patience, and eafily be convinc- 
“ed of the fin and folly of a practice that affords 
“neither profit nor pleafure------ ■” At this re
mark, our uncle changed colour, and looked 
round the company, confcious thas his o\vn Ivz- 
thers Ivert not altogether untorung. “ But, 
“Clinker, ( fays he) if you ihould have elo- 

“quence



Humphry Clinker. 185

“quence enough to perfuade the vulgar, to re- 
“fign thofe tropes and figures of rhetoric, the- 
“re will be little or nothing left to dillinguifh. 
“their converfation from that of their betters.” 
“But then your honour knows, their converfa- 
“tion will be void of offence; and, at the day 
“of judgment, there will be no diftinftion of 
“perfims. ”

Humphry going down flairs to fetch up a 
bottle of wire, my uncle congratulated his fifter 
upon having fuch a reformer in the family; w’hen 
Mrs. Tabitha declared, he was a fober civilized 
fellow; very refpeftful, and very induflrious; 
and, fhe believed, a good Chriftian into the bar
gain. One would think, Clinker mull really 
have fome very extraordinary talent, to ingratiate 
himfelf in this manner with a virago of her cha- 
rafter, fo fortified againft him with prejudice 
and refentment; but the truth is, fince the ad
venture of Salt-hill, Mrs. Tabby feetns to be en
tirely changed. She has left off fcolding the^ 
fervants, an exercife which was grown habitual, 
and even feemed neceffary to her "onftitution; 
and is become fo indifferent to Chowder, as to 
part with him in a prefent to lady Grifkin, who 
propofes to bring the breed of him into falhion. 
Her ladyfhip is the widow of Sir Timothy 
Grilkin, a difiant relation of our family. She 
enjoys a jointure of five hundred pounds a-year, 
and makes fhift to fpend three times that fum. 
Her charafter before marriage was a little equi

M 5 vocal;
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vocal; but at prefent Ilie lives in the bon ton* 
keeps card-tables, gives private (uppers to fele& 
friends, and is vifited by perfons of the firlt 
fafhion-------She h'as been remarkably civil to us 
all, and cultivates my uncle with the naoft parti
cular regard; but the mote fhe ftroaks him, the 
jnore bis brittles feem to rife-------To her com
pliments he makes very laconic and dry returns 
--------T’other day, fhe fent us a pottle of fine 
ftrawberries, which he did not receive without 
figns of difguft, muttering from the jEneid, 
timeo Danaos ct Dona ferentes. She has twice 
called for Liddy, of a forenoon, to take an airing 
in the coach; but Mrs. Tabby was always fo 
alert, (I fuppofe by his dire&ion) that file never 
could have the niece without her aunt’s com
pany.------ 1 have endeavoured to found Square- 
toes on this fubjedt; but he carefully avoids all 
explanation.

I have now, dear Phillips, filled a whole 
fheet; and if you have read it to an end, I dare 
fay, you are as tired as

Your humble fervant,

London, June 2.

J. Melford.

'To
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To Dr. Lewis.

YES, Doftor, I have feen the Britifli Ma- 
feum; which is a noble colle&ion, and even 
ftupendous, if we confider it was made by a pri
vate man, a phyfician, who was obliged to ma
ke his own fortune at the fame time: but great 
as the collection is, it would appear more ftrik- 
ing if it was arranged-in one fpacious faloon, in- 
ftead of being divided into different apartments, 
which it does not entirely fill------ 1 could with, 
the feries of medals was connected, and the 
whole of the animal, vegetable, and mineral 
kingdoms compleated, by adding to each , at the 
public expence, thofe articles that are wanting. 
It would likewife be a great improvement, with 
refpeCl to the library , if the deficiencies were 
made up, by purchafing all the books of charac
ter that are not to be found already in the collec
tion----- They might be claifed in centuries, ac
cording to the dates of their publication, and ca
talogues printed of them and the manuferipts, for 
the information of thofe that want to confult, or 
compile from fuch authorities. I could alfo 
'wifh, for the honour of the nation, that there 
was a complete apparatus fo.r a courfe of mathe
matics, mechanics, and experimental philofophy; 
and a good falary fettled upon an able profeffor, 
who fhould give regular lectures on thefe fub- 
jedts.

But
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But this is all idle fpeculation, which will 
never be reduced to practice-------Confidering 
the temper of the times, it is a wonder to fee 
any inftitution whatfoever eftablifhed, for the be
nefit °f the public. 7 he fpirit of party is rifen 
to a Kind of phrenzy, unknown to former ages, 
or rather degenerated to a total extinction of ho- 
nefty and candour------ You know I have ob- 
ferved, for fome time, that the public papers are 
become the infamous vehicles of the moft cruel 
and perfidious defamation: every rancorous kna
ve-------every defperate incendiary, that can af
ford to fpend half a crown or three (hillings, 
may fkulk behind the prefs of a news-monger, 
and have a ftab at the firft character in the 
kingdom, without running the leaft hazard of de
tection, or punifhment.

I have made acquaintance, with a Mr. Barton, 
whom Jery knew at Oxford; a good fort of a 
man, though molt ridiculoufly warped in his po
litical principles; but his partiality is the lefs of- 
fenfive, as it never appears in the ftile of fcurri- 
lity and abufe. He is a member of parliament, 
and a retainer to the court; and his whole con- 
verfation turns upon the virtues and perfections 
of the minifters, who are his patrons. T’other 
day, when he was bedaubing one of thofe wor
thies, with the moft fulfome praife, I told him I 
had feen the fame nobleman characterized very 
differently, in one of the daily-papers; indeed, fo 
ftigmatized, that if one half of what was4faid of

him
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him was true, he muft be not only unfit to rule, 
but even unfit to live; that, thofe impeachments 
had been repeated again and again, with the ad
dition of frefh matter; and that as he had taken 
no fteps towards his own vindication, I began 
to think there was fome foundation for the char
ge. “And.pray, Sir, (faid Mr. Barton) what 
“ fteps would you have him take!-------Suppofe 
“youfhould profecute the publilher? who fcreens 
“the anonymous accufer, and bring him io the 
“pillory for a libel; this is fo far from being 
“ counted a punifhment, in terrorcmy that it will 
“probably make his fortune. The multitude im- 
“ mediately take him into their protection, as a 
“martyr to the caufe of defamation, which they 
“have always efpoufed-------They pay his fine, 
“they contribute to the increafe of his ftock, his 
“fhop is crowded with cuftomers, and the fale 
“of his paper rifes in proportion to the fcandal 
“it contains. All this time the profecutor is in- 
“ veighed againft as a tyrant and oppreflbr, for 
“having chofen to proceed by the way of in- 
“formation, which is deemed a grievance; but 
“if he lays an aftion for damages, he muft prove 
“the damage, and I leave you to judge, whether 
“a gentleman’s character may not be brought 
“into contempt, and all his views in life blafted 
“with calumny, without his being able to fpe- 
*‘cify the particulars of the damage he has fuf- 
“tained.

“This
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“This fpirit of defamation is a kind of here- 
“fy, that thrives under perfecution. The liber- 
ifty of the prefs is a term of great efficacy; and, 
“ like that of the Protefl ant religion , has often 
“fervedthe purpofes of fedition------ A minifter, 
<ctherefore, muft arm himfelf with patience, and 
“bear thofe attacks without repining------ What
ever mifchief they may do in other refpefts 
“they certainly contribute in one particular, to 
“the advantage of government; for thofe defa- 
“matory articles have multiplied papers in fuch a 
“manner, and augmented their fale to fuch a 
“degree, that the duty upon ftamps and advertife- 
“ments has made a very confiderable addition to 
« the revenue.” Certain it is, a gentleman’s ho
nour is a very delicate fubjeft to be handled by 
a jury, compofed of men, who cannot be fuppof- 
ed remarkable either for fentiment or impartia-' 
lity------ In fuch a cafe, indeed, the defendant is 
tried, not only by his peers, but alfo by his par
ty, and I really think, that of all patriots, he ig 
the moft refolute, who expofes himfelf to fuch 
detraftion, for the fake of his country------ -If, 
from the ignorance or partiality of juries, a gen
tleman can have no redrefs from law, for being 
defamed in a pamphlet or news-paper, I know 
but one other method of proceeding againft the 
publifher, which is attended with fome rifque, 
but has been praftifed fuccefsfully, more than 
once, in my remembrance—---- A regiment of 
horfe was reprefepted, in one of the news-pa

pers, 
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pers, as having mifbehaved at Dettingen; a 
captain of that regiment broke the publifher’s 
bones, telling him, at the fame time, if he went 
to law, he fhould certainly have the like faluta- 
tion from every officer of the corps. Governor 
■------ took the fame fatisfaftion on the ribs of an 
author, who traduced him by name in a perio
dical paper.------ 1 know a low fellow of the fa
me clafs, who, being turned out of Venice for 
his impudence and fcurrility, retired to Lugano, 
a town of the Grifons, (a free people, God wot) 
where he found a printing prefs, from whence 
he fquirted his filth at fome refpeftable charac
ters in the republic, which he had been obliged 
to abandon. Some of thefe, finding him out of 
the reach of legal chaflifement, employed certain 
ufeful inftruments, fuch as may be found in all 
countries, to give him the baftinado; which, 
being repeated more than once, effectually ftopt 
the current of his abufe.

As for the liberty of the prefs, like every 
other privilege, it muft be reftrained within cer
tain bounds; for if it is carried to a breach of 
law, religion, and charity, it becomes one of the 
greateft evils that ever annoyed the community, 
if the loweft ruffian may ftab your good-name 
with impunity in England, will you be fo un- 
candid as to exclaim againft Italy for the practice 
of common aflaffination ? To .what purpofe is 
our property fecured, if our moral charafter is 
left defencelefs? People thus baited, grow de- 

z fperate ;
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fperate; and the defpair of being able to preferve 
one’s character, untainted by fuch vermin, pro
duces a total negleft of fame; fo that one of the 
chief incitements to the practice of virtue is ef- 
feftually deftroyed.

Mr. Barton’s laft confideration, refpefting the 
ftamp-duty, is equally wife and laudable with 
another maxim which has been long adopted by, 
our financiers, namely, to connive at drunken. 
Defs, riot, and difliparion, becaufe they enhance 
;the receipt of the excife; not reflefting, that in 
providing this temporary convenience, they 
are deftroying the morals, health, and induftry 
of the people-------Notwithftanding my con
tempt for thofe who flatter a minifter, I think 
there is fomething ftill more defpicable in flatter
ing a mob. When I fee a man of birth, educa
tion, and fortune, put himfelf on a level witK 
the dregs of the people, mingle with low me
chanics, feed with them at the fame board, and 
drink with them in the fame cup, flatter their 
prejudices, harangue in praife of their virtues, 
expofe themfelves to the belchings of their beer, 
the fumes of their tobacco, the groflnefs of their 
familiarity, and the impertinence of their conver- 
f^tion, I cannot help defpifing him, as a man 
guilty of the vileft proftitution, in order to ef- 
feft a purpofe equally felfifh and illiberal.

I fhould renounce politics the more willingly, 
if I could find other topics of converfation, dif- 
cufled with more modefty and candour; but the 

dse- 
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daemon of party feems to have ufurped every 
department of life. Even the world of literature 
and tafte is divided into the moft virulent fac
tions, which revile, decry, and traduce the works 
of one another. Yefterday, I went to return 
an afternoon’s vifit to a gentleman of my ac
quaintance, at whofe houfe I found one of the au
thors of the prefent age, who has written with 
fome fuccefs—As I had read one or two of his 
performances, which gave me pleafure, I was glad 
of this opportunity to know his perfon; but his 
difcourfe, and deportment deftroyed all the im- 
preffions which his writings had made in his fa
vour. He took upon him to decide dogmatical
ly upon every fubjeft, without deigning to fhew 
the leaft caufe for his differing from the general 
opinions of mankind, as if it had been our duty 
to acquiefce in the ipfe dixit of this new Py
thagoras. He rejudged the charafters' of all the 
principal authors, who had died within a cen
tury of the prefent time; and, in this revifion, 
paid no fort of regard to the reputation thy had 
acquired------Milton was harfh and profaic; Dry
den , languid and verbofe; Butler and Swift, 
without humour; Congreve, without wit; and 
Pope deftitute of any fort of poetical merit'------ 
As for his cotemporaries, he could not bear to 
hear one of them mentioned with any degree of 
applaufe----- -They were all dunces, pedants, 
plagiaries, quacks, and impoftors; and you 
could not name a Angle performance, but what

Vol. I. N was
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was tame, ftupid, and infipid. It muft be own
ed, that this writer had nothing to charge his 
confcience with , on the fide of flattery; for, I 
underftand, he was never known to praife one 
line that was written, even by thofe with whom 
he lived on terms of good fellowfhip. This ar
rogance and prefumption, in depreciating authors, 
for whofe reputation the company may be in- 
terefted, is fuch an infult upon the underftanding, 
as I could not bear without wincing.

I defired to know his reafons for decrying 
fome works, which had afforded me uncommon 
pleafure; and, as demonftration did not feem to 
be his talent, I difiented from his opinion with 
great freedom. Having been fpoiled by the de
ference and humility of his hearers, he did not 
hear contradiction with much temper; and the 
difpute might have grown warm, had it not 
been interrupted by the entrance of a rival 
bard, at whofe appearance he always quits the 
place------They are of different cabals, and have 
been at open war thefe twenty years------If the 
other was dogmatical, this genius was decla
matory: he did not difcourfe, but harangue; and 
his orations were equally tedious and turgid. 
He too pronounced ex cathedra upon the cha
rafters of his cotemporaries; and though he 
fcruples not to deal out praife, even lavifhly, to 
the loweft reptile in Grub-ftreet who will either 
flatter him in private, or mount the public rof- 
trum as his panegyrift, he damns all the other 

writers 
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writers of the age, with the utmoft infolence and 
rancour-------One is a blunderbufs, as being a 
native of Ireland ; another, a half-ftarved loufe 
of literature, from the banks of the Tweed; a 
third, an afs, becaufe he enjoys a penfion from 
the government; a fourth, the very angel of 
dulnefs; becaufe he fucceeded in a fpecies of 
Writing in which this Ariftarchus had failed; a 
fifth, who prefumed to make flriftures upon one 
of his performances, he holds as a bug in cri- 
ticifm, whofe flench is more offenfive than his 
fling------ Tn fliort, except himfelf and his myr
midons , there is not a man of genius or learn
ing in the three kingdoms. As for the fuccefs 
of thofe, who have written without the pale of 
this confederacy, he imputes it entirely to want 
of tafte in the public; not confidering, that to 
the approbation of that very taftelels public, he 
himfelf owes all the confequence he has in life.

Thofe originals are not fit for converfation. 
If they would maintain the advantage they have 
gained by their writing, they Ihould never ap
pear but upon paper------- For my part, I am 
ihocked to find a man have fublime ideas in his 
head, and nothing but illiberal fentiments in his 
heart-------The human foul will be generally 
found moft defective in the article of candour— 
I atn inclined to think, no mind was ever whol
ly exempt from envy; which, perhaps, may 
have been implanted, as an inftinft effential to 
our nature. I am afraid we fometimes palliate

Na ' * this, 
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this vice, under the fpecious name of emulation. 
I have known a perfon remarkably generous, hu
mane, moderate, and apparently felf-denying, 
who could not hear even a friend commended, 
without betraying marks of Uneafinefs; as if 
that commendation had implied an odious com- 
parifon to his prejudice, and every wreath of 
praife added to the other’s charafter, was a gar
land plucked from his own temples. This is a 
malignant fpecies of jealoufy, of which I ftand 
acquitted in my own confcience-------Whether it 
is a vice, or an infirmity, I leave you to in
quire.

There is another point, which I would much 
rather fee determined; whether the world was 
always as contemptible, as it appears to me at 
prefent?-----If the morals of mankind have not 
contracted an extraordinary degree of depravity, 
within thefe thirty years, then muft I be infefted 
with the common vice of old men, difficilis* 

, querulus, laudator temporis acli; or, which is 
more probable, the impetuous purfuits and avo
cations of youth have formerly hindered me 
from obferving thofe rotton parts of human na
ture, which now appear fo offenfively to my 
obfervation.

We have been at court, and ’change, and 
every where; and every where we find food for 
fpleen, and fubjeft for ridicule------ -My new 
fervant, Humphry Clinker, turns out a great 
original; and Tabby is a changed creature-------

She
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She has parted with Chowder; and does no
thing but fmile, like Malvolio in the play 
—-----I’ll be hanged if flie is not afting a part 
which is not natural to her difpofition, for fome 
purpoie which I have not yet difcovered.

With refpeft to the characters of mankind, my 
curiofity is quite fatisfied: I have done with the 
fcience of men, and muft now endeavour to 
amufe myfelf with the novelty of things. I am, 
at prefent, by a violent effort of the mind, 
forced from my natural bias; but this power 
ceafing to aft, I fhall return to my folitude with 
redoubled velocity. Every thing I fee, and 
hear, and feel, in this great refervoir of folly, 
knavery, and fophiftication, contributes to in- 
hance the value of a country life, in the 
fentiments of

Yours always,

London June 2.

Matt. Bramble.

N 3 To
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To Mrs. M a k y Jo n e s, at Brambleton-hall.

Dear Mary Jones,

LADY Grifkin’s botler, Mr. Crumb, having 
got ’fquire Barton to frank me a kiver, I would 
not neglect to let you know how it is with me, 
and the reft of the family.

I could not rite by John Thomas, for becaufe 
he went away in a buff, at a minute’s warning. 
He and Chowder could not agree, and fo they 
fitt upon the road, and Chowder bitt his thumb, 
and he fwore he would do him a mifchief, and 
he fpoke faucy to miftrefs, whereby the ’fquire 
turned him off in gudgeon; and by God’s provi
dence we picked up another footman, called 
Umphry Klinker; a good foie as ever broke 
bread; which (hews that a fcalded cat may prove 
a good moufer, and a hound be ftanch, thof he 
has got narro hare on his buttocks; but the 
proudeft nofe may be bro’t to the grine-ftone, by 
ficknefs and misfortunes.

O Molly I what fhali I fay of London? All 
the towns that ever I beheld in my born-days, 
are no more than Welfh barrows and crumlecks 
to this wonderful fitty I Even Bath itfelf is but 
a fillitch, in the naam of God-------One would 
think there’s no end of the ftreets, but the land’s 
end. Then there’s fuch a power of people, go
ing hurry ikurry I Such a racket of coxes' Such 

a noife, 
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a noife, and halt balloo! So many ftrange fites 
to be feen! O gracious! my poor Welfh brain 
has been fpinning like a top ever fince I came 
hither! And I have feen the Park, and the pa
leate of Saint Gimfes, and the king’s and the 
queen’s magifterial purfing, and the fweet young 
princes, and the billyfents, and pye-bald afs, 
and all the reft of the royal family.

Laft week I went with miftrefs to the Tower, 
to fee the crowns and wild beaftis; and there 
was a monftracious lion, with teeth half a quar
ter long; and a gentleman bid me not go near 
him, if I wasn’t a maid; being as how he would 
roar, and tear, and play the dickens-------Now I 
had no mind to go near him; for I cannot abide 
fuch dangerous honeymils, not I-------but miftrefs 
would go; and the beaft kept fuch a roaring and 
bouncing, that I tho’t he would have broke his 
cage and devoured us all; and the gentleman 
tittered forfooth; but Pll go to death upon it, I 
Will, that my lady is as good a firchin, as the 
child unborn; and, therefore , either the gentle
man told a fib, or the lion oft to be fet in the 
flocks for bearing falfe witnefs again his neigh
bour; for the commandment fayeth , Thoit Jhalt 
not bear falfe [vitnefer againfl thy neighbour.

I was afterwards of a party at Sadler’s wells, 
where I faw fUch’ tumbling and dancing upon 
ropes and wires, that I was frightened, and rea
dy to go into a fit------ 1 tho’t it was all inchant- 
ment; and, believing myfelf bewitched, began

N 4 f°r 
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for to cry—You knows as how the witches in 
Wales fly upon broom-fticks, but here was fly
ing without any broom-fticks, or thing in the 
varfal world, and firing of piftols in the air, and 
blowing of trumpets, and Twinging, and rolling 
of wheel-barrows upon a wire, (God blefs us!) 
no thicker than a fewing-thread; that, to be fare, 
they muft deal with the devil!------ A fine gen
tleman, with a pig’s-tail, and a golden ford, by 
his fide, came to comfit me, and offered for to 
treat me with a pint of wind; but I would not 
ftay; and fo, in going through the dark paffage, 
he began to fliew his cloven futt, and went for 
to be rude; my fellow-farvant, Umphry Klinker, 
bid him be fivil, and he gave the young man a 
dowfe in the chops; but, I fackins, Mr. Klinker 
wa’n’t long in his debt----- with a good oaken 
fapling he dufted his doublet, for all his golden 
cbeefe-toafter; and, tipping me under his arm, 
carried me huom, I nofe not how, being I was 
in fuch a fluftration----- But, thank God! I’m 
now vaned from all fuch vanities; for what are 
all thofe rarities and vagaries to the glory that 
fhall be revealed hereafter? O Molly! let not 
your poor heart be puffed up with vanity,

I had almoft forgot to tell you, that I have had 
my hair cut and pippered , and finged, and bol- 
ftered, and buckled, in the neweft fafhion, by a 
French freezer-------Parley vote Francey------- 
Vee madmanfell------ 1 now carries my head 

higher 
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higher than arrow private gentlewoman ofVales. 
Laft night, coming huom from the meeting, I 
was taken by lamp-light for an imminent poul
terer’s daughter, a great beauty------ But as I 
was faying, this is all vanity and vexation of 
fpirit------ The pleafures of London are no better 
than fower whey and ftale cyder, when compar
ed to the joys of the new Gerufalem.

Dear Mary Jones ! An’ pleafe God when 1 
return, I’ll bring you a new cap, with a tur- 
key-fhell coom, and a pyehoufe fermon, that 
Was preached in the Tabernacle; and I pray 
of all love, you will mind your vriting and 
your fpelling; for, craving your pardon, Mol
ly, it made me fuet to diffeyffer your laft 
fcrabble, which was delivered by the hind at 
Bath------ O, voman ’ voman! if thou had’ft but 
the leaft confumption of what pleafure we 
fcullers have, when we can cunfter the crab- 
bidft buck off hand, and fpell the ethnitch 
vords without lucking at the primmer. As 
for Mr. Klinger, he is qualified to be clerk 
to a parifh----—But I’ll fay no more-------Re
member me to Saul----- poor foie ’ it goes to 
my hart to think fhe don’t yet know her let
ters^-------- -—But all in God's good time'-------

fhall go hard, but I will bring her the 
A B C in gingerbread; and that, you nofe, 
will be learning to her tafte.

N 5 Miftrefs
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Miftrefs fays, we are going a long gurney 
to the North; but go where we will, I fhall 
ever be, . .

Dear Mary Jones,

Yours with true infe&ion,

London, June 3. Win. Jenkujs.

To Sir W a t k 1 n Phillips, Bart, of Jefus 
College, Oxon.

D E A R W A T,

I MENTIONED in my laft, my uncle’s de- 
fign of going to the duke of N------ ’s levee; * 
which defign has been executed accordingly. 
His grace has been fo long accuftomed to this 
kind of homage, that tho’ the place he now fills 
does not imply the tenth part of the influence, 
which he exerted in his former office, he has 
given his friends to underftand, that they cannot 
oblige him in any thing more, than in con
tributing to fupport the fhadow of that power 
which he no longer retains in fubftance; and 
therefore he has ftill public days, on which they 
appear at his levee.

My uncle and I went thither with Mr. Barton, 
Who, being one of the duke’s adherents, under

took
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took to be our introducer-------The room was 
pretty well filled with people, in a great variety 
of drefs; but there was no more than one gown 
and caflbck, tho* I was told his grace had, while 
he was minifter, preferred almoft every indivi
dual that now filled the bench ofbifhopsin the 
houfe of lords; but, in all probability, the gra
titude of the clergy is like their charity, which 
fhuns the light------ Mr. Barton was immediate
ly accofted by a perfon, well ftricken in years, 
tall, and raw-boned, with a hook nofe, and an 
arch leer, that indicated, at leaft, as much cun
ning as fagacity. Our conductor faluted him, 
by the name of captain C-------, and afterwards 
informed us he was a man of fhrewd parts, 
Whom the government occafionally employed in 
fecret fervices—But I have had the hiftory of 
him more at large, from another quarter—He 
had been, many years ago, concerned in fraudu
lent practices, as a merchant, in France; and 
being convifted of fome of them, was fent to 
the gallies, from whence he was delivered by 
the intereft of the late duke of Ormond, to 
■whom he had recommended himfelf in letter, as 
his name fake and relation—He was, in the fe- 
Quel, employed by our miniftry as a fpy; and in 
the war of 1740, traverfed all Spain, as well as 
France, jn difguife of a capuchin, at the ex
treme hazard of his life, in as much as the court 
oOMadrid had a&ually got fcent of him, and 
given orders to apprehend him at St. Sebaftian’s, 

from 
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from whence he had fortunately retired but a 
few hours before the order arrived. This and 
other hair-breadth ’fcapes he pleaded fo effectual
ly as a merit with the Englilh miniftry, that 
they allowed him a comforrable penfion, which 
he now enjoys in his old age------ He has ftill 
accefs to all the minifters, and is faid to be con- 
fulted by them on many fubjefts, as a man of un
common underftanding and great experience— 
Heis, infaft, a fellow of fome parts, and in
vincible affurance; and, in his difcourfe, he af- 
fumes fuch an air of felf-fufficiency, as may very 
Well impofe upon fome of the fhallow politi
cians, who now labour at the helm of adminiftra- 
tion. But, if he is not belied, this is not the 
only impofture of which he is guilty—They fay, 
he is at bottom not only a Roman-Catholic, but 
really a prieft: and while he pretends to difclofe' 
to our Rate-pilots all the fprings that move the 
cabinet of Verfailles, he is actually picking up in
telligence for the fervice of the French minifter 
———Be that as it may , captain C-------entered 
into converfation with us in the moft familiar 
manner, and treated the duke’s character without 
any ceremony------ “This wife-acre (faid he) is 
“ftill a-bed; and, I think, the beft thing he can 
“do, is to ileep on till Chriftmas; for, when, he 
“gets up, he does nothing but expofe his own 
“ folly.-------Since Granville was turned out, tbe- 
“re has been no minifter in this nation worth 
“ the meal that whitened his periwig-------- ------

They
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‘‘They are fo ignorant, they fcarce know a crab 
“from a cauliflower: and then they are fuch 
“ dunces, that there’s no making them com- 
“prehend the plaineft propofition-------In the be- 
“ ginning of the war, this poor half-witted crea- 
“ ture told me, in a great fright, that thirty thou- 
“fand French had marched from Acadie to Cape 
“Briton”-------“Where did they find tranfports?” 
(faid 1). “Tranfports! (cried he) I tell you, 
“they marched by land-------” “By land to the 
“ifland of Cape Breton!” “What! is Cape Bre- 
“ton a ifland?” Certainly. “Ha! are you fare 
“ of that? ” When I pointed it out in the map, 
he examined it earneftly with his fpe&acles; 
then taking me in his arms, “My dear C —! 
“(cried he) you alwaysjjring us good news— 
“Egad! I’ll go direftly, and tell the king that 
“ Cape Breton is an ifland------ ”

He feemed difpofed to entertain us with more 
anecdotes of this nature, at the expence of his 
grace, when he was interrupted by the arrival 
of the Algerine ambaflador; a venerable Turk, 
with a long white beard, attended by his dra
goman, or interpreter, and another officer of his 
houfhold, who had got no flockings to his legs 
‘ Captain C—---- - immediately fpoke with an 
air of authority to a fervant in Waiting, bidding 
him go and tell the duke to rife, as there was 
a great deal of company come, and, among 
others, the ambaflador from Algiers------ Then 
turning to us, “This poor Turk, (faid he) not- 

“with- 
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“withftanding his gray beard, is a green horn 
“------ He has been feveral years refident at Lon- 
“ don, and is ftill ignorant of our political revolu- 
“tions. This vifit is intended for the prime mi- 
“nifter of England; but you’ll fee how this wife 
“duke will receive it as a mark of attachment 
“ to bis own perfon------ ” Certain it is, the 
duke feemed eager to acknowledge tbe compli
ment------ A door opening, be fuddenly bolted 
out, with a {having-cloth under his chin, his face 
frothed up to the eyes with foap lather; and, 
running up to the ambaflador, grinned hideous 
in his face------ “My dear Mahomet! (faid he) 
“ God love your long beard, I hope the dey will 
“make you a horfe-tail at the next promotion, 
“ ha, ha, ha !------Have but a moment’s patien- 
“ce, and I’ll fend to you in a twinkling------ ” 
So faying, he retreated into his den, leaving the 
Turk in fome confufion. After a fhort paufe, 
however, he faid fomething to his interpreter, 
the meaning of which I had great curiofity to 
know, as he turned up his eyes while be fpoke, 
expreffing aftonifhment, mixed with devotion— 
We were gratified by means of the communica- 
tive captain C-------, who converfed with the 
dragoman as an old acquaintance. Ibrahim, the 
ambaflador, who had miftaken his grace for the 
minifter’s fool, was no fooner undeceived by the 
interpreter, than he exclaimed to this effeft 
“Holy prophet! I don’t wonder that this nation 
“profpers, feeing it is governed by the counfel

“of
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a of ideots; a feries of men, whom all good muf- 
4<felmen revere as the organs of immediate infpi- 
“ration I” Ibrahim was favoured with a parti
cular audience of fhort duration; after which the 
duke conduced him to the door, and then re
turned to diffufe his gracious looks among the 
crowd of his worfhippers.

As Mr. Barton advanced to prefent me to his 
grace, it was my fortune to attract his notice, 
before I was announced-------He forthwith met 
me more than half way, and feizing me by the 
hand, “My dear Sir Francis! (cried he) this is 
“fo kind------ 1 vow to God! I am fo obliged— 

“Such attention to a poor broken minifter------ - 
“Well-------Pray when does your excellency 
“fet fail?------ For God’s fake have a care of 
“your health, and eat ftewed prunes in the paf- 
“fage------ Next to your own precious health, 
“pray, my dear excellency, take care of the 
“Five Nations------ Our good friends the Five 
“Nations------ The Toryrories, the Maccolmacks, 
“ the Out-o’the-ways, the Crickets, and the Kick- 
“ihaws------ Let ’em have plenty of blankets, 
“and ftinkubus, and wampum; and your excel- 
“lency won’t fail to fcour the kettle, and boil 
“the chain, and bury the tree, and plant the hat- 
“chet------Ha, ha, ha!” When he had utter

ed this rhapfody, with his ufual precipitation, 
Mr. Barton gave him to underftand, that I was 
neither Sir Francis, nor St. Francis; but Ample 
Mr. Melford, nephew to Mr. Bramble; who, 

ftep-
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ftepping forward, made his bow at the fame 
time. “Odfo! no more it is Sir Francis-------  
« ( faid this wife ftatefman ) Mr. Melford, I’m 
“glad to fee you-------1 fent you an engineer to 
‘‘fortify your dock-------Mr. Bramble-------your 
« fervant Mr. Bramble-------How d’ye, good 
“Mr. Bramble? Your nephew is a pretty young 
“fellow------ Faith and troth, a very pretty fel- 
“low!-------His father is my old friend------- How 
“ does he hold it ? Still troubled with that 
“damned diforder, ha?” “No, my lord, (re- 
“ plied my uncle) all his troubles are over------- 
“ He has been dead thefe fifteen years.” “Dead! 
“how-------Yes, faith! now I remember: he is 
“dead, fure enough------ Well, and how-------  
“ does the young gentleman ftand for Haverford 
“Weft? or------ a-------what d’ye——My dear 
“Mr. Milfordhaven, I’ll do you all the fervice'in 
“my power------ 1 hope I have fome credit 
“left------ ” My uncle then gave him to under
hand, that I was ftill a minor; and that we had 
no intention to trouble him at prefent for any 
favour whatfoever------ “ I came hither with my 
“nephew (added he) to pay our refpe€ts to 
“your grace; and I may venture to fay that his 
“views and mine are at leaft as difinterefted as 
“ thofe of any individual in this affembly.” “My 
“dear Mr. Brambleberry! you do me infinite 
“honour------1 fhall always rejoice to fee you 
“and your hopeful nephew, Mr. Milfordhaven— 
“ My credit, fuch as it is, you may command—
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“I wifh we had more friends of your kid- 
“ ney—------------”

Then, turning to captain C--- , “Ha, 
---’• (faid he) what news, C—------? How 

“does the world wag? ha!” “The world 
“wags much after the old fafhion, my lord:

(anfwered the captain) the politicians of Lon
don and Weftminfter, have begun again to wag 

“their tongues againft your grace; and your 
“fhort-lived popularity wags like a feather, 
“which the next puff of antiminifterial calumny 
“will blow away!-------” “A pack of rafcals
“(cried the duke)-------Tories, Jacobites, rebels- 
“ one half of them would wag their heels at Ty- 
“ burn if they had their deferts------ ” So fay*, 
ing, he wheeled about; and, going round the 
levee, fpoke to every individual, with the moft 
courteous familiarity; but he fcarce ever opened 
his mouth without making fome blunder, in re
lation to the perfon or bufinefs of the party with 
whom he converfed; fo that he really looked li
ke a comedian hired to burlefque the eharafter of 
a minilter------ At length, a perfon of a very pre- 
•pofleffing appearance coming in, his grace ran 
up, and, hugging him in his arms, with the ap
pellation of. “My dearCh—---- s!” led him forth
with into the inner apartment, or SanEtum 
Santorum of this political temple;' “ That 
“( faid captain C------ ) is my friend C-------- 
“T------almoft the only man of parts who has 
“ any concern in the prefent adminiftration------
Vol. I. O “In- 
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“Indeed, he would have no concern at all in the 
“matter, if the miniftry did not find it abfolutely 
“ neceffary to make ufp of his talents upon fome 
“particular occafions------ As for the common 
“ bufinefs of the nation, it is carried on in a con- 
“ ftant routine by the clerks of the different of- * 
“fices, otherwife the wheels of government 
“would be wholly ftopt amidft the abrupt fuc- 
“ceflion of minifters, every one more ignorant 
“than his predeceffor------ 1 am thinking what 
“ a fine hovel we fhould be in, if all the clerks of 
“the treafury, of the fecretaries, the war-office, 
“and the admiralty, fhould take it in their heads 
“to throw up their places in imitation of the 
“ great penfioner.------ But, to return to C-------- 
“T------ he certainly knows more than all the 
“miniftry and all the oppofition, if their heads 
“were laid together, and talks like an angel on, 
“a vaft variety of fubjefts.-------------- He would
“really be a great man, if he had any confiften- 
“cy or liability of charafter-*—Then it muft 
“be owned, he wants courage, otherwife he 
“would never allow himfelf to be cowed by 
“the great political bully, for whofe under- 
“ftanding he has juftly a very great contempt. 
“I have feen him as much afraid of that over- 
“ bearing Heftor, as ever a fchool-boy was of 
“his pedagogue; and yet this Heftor, I ffirewd- 
“ly fufpeft, is no more than a craven at bot- 
“tom-------Befides this defeft, C—• has another, 
“which- he is at too little pains to hide-------

“ There’s
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“There’s no faith to be given to his affections, 
“and no truft to be put in his promifes-------  
“However, to give the devil bis due, he’s very 
“goodmatured; and even friendly, when clofe 
“urged in the way of folicitation------As for 
“principle, that’s out of the queftion--- -—1° a
“word, he is a wit and an orator, extremely en- 
“ tertaining, and he fhines very often at the ex- 
“ pence even of thofe minifters to whom he is a 
“retainer-------This is a mark of great impruden- 
“ce, by which he has made them all his ene- 
“mies, whatever face they may have put upon 
“the matter: and fooner or later he’ll have cau- 
“ fe to wifb. he had been able to keep his own 
“ counfel------ 1 have feveral times cautioned him 
“on this fubjeft; but ’tis all preaching to the 
“defart—His vanity runs away with his difcre- 
“ tion------” I could not help thinking the 
captain himfelf might have been the better for 
fome hints of the fame nature.------His panegy
ric, excluding principle and veracity, puts me in 
mind of a conteft I once over-heard, in the way 
of altercation, betwixt two apple-women in 
Spring-Garden----- One of thofe viragos having 
hinted fomething to the prejudice of the other’s 
moral chara&er, her antagonift, fetting her hands 
in her fides, replied------“ Speak out, huffy-"
“I fcorn your malice------- 1 own I’m both a 
“whore and a thief; and what more have you 
“to fay?_----- Damn you, what more have you 
“to fay? bating that, which all the world knows,

■ 02 ri
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“I challenge you to fay black is the white of 
“my eye*—” We did not wait for Mr. T—’s 
coming forth; hut after captain C------ had cha
racterized all the originals in waiting, we ad
journed to a coffee-houfe, where we had but
tered muffins and tea to breakfaft, the faid cap
tain ffill favouring us with his company—Nay, 
my uncle was fo diverted with his anecdotes 
that he allied him to dinner, and treated him 
with a fine turbot, to which he did ample jufti
ce-------- That fame evening I fpent at the tavern 
with fome friends, one of whom let me into 
C------ ’s charafter, which*Mr. Bramble no fooner 
underftood, then he expreffed fome concern for 
the connection he had made, and refolved to 
difengage himfelf from it without ceremony.

We are become members of the Society for 
the Encouragement of the Arts, and have affifted * 
at fome of their deliberations, which were con
ducted with equal fpirit and fagacity------ My 
uncle is extremely fond of the inftitution, which 
will certainly be productive of great advantages 
to the public, if, from its democratical form, it 
does not degenerate into cabal and corruption—. 
You are already acquainted with his averfion to 
the influence of the multitude, which, he affirms, 
is incompatible with excellence, and fubverfive 
of order-------Indeed his deteftation of the ‘mob 
has been heightened by fear, ever fince he faint
ed in the room at Bath; and this apprehenfion has 
prevented him from going to the Little Theatre 

in 
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in the Hay market, and other places of entertain* 
ment, to which, however, I have had the ho
nour to attend the ladies.

It grates old Square-Toes to reflect, that it is 
not in his power to enjoy even the moft elegant 
diverlions of the capital, without the participa
tion of the vulgar; for they now thruft them- 
felves into all affemblies, from a ridotto at St. 
James’s, to a hop at Rotherhithe.

I have lately feen our old acquaintance Dick 
Ivy, who we imagined had died of dram-drink
ing ; but he is lately emerged from the Fleet, 
by means of a pamphlet which he wrote and pub- 
Jifhed againft the government with fome fuccefs. 
The fale of this performance enabled him to ap
pear in clean linen, and he is now going about 
foliciting fubfcriptions for his Poems; but his 
breeches are no,t yet in the tnoft decent order.

Dick certainly deferves fome countenance for 
his intrepidity and perfeverance-------It is not in 
the power of difappointment, nor even of damna
tion, to drive him to defpair------ After fome un- 
fuccefsful effays in the way of poetry, he com
menced brandy-merchant, and I believe his whole 
Rock ran out through his oyvn bowels; then he 
conforted with a milk-woman, who kept a cellar 
in Petty France: but he could not make his 
quarters good; he was dillodged and driven up 
ftairs into the kennel by a corporal in the fecond 
regiment of foot-guards—---- He was afterwards 
the laureat of Blackfridrs, from whence there 

0 3-----------------------was 
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was a natural transition to the Fleet-------As‘he 
had formerly mifcarried in panegyric, he now 
turned his thoughts to fatire, and really feems to 
have fome talent for abufe. If he can hold out 
till the meeting of the parliament, and be pre
pared for another charge, in all probability Dick 
will mount the pillory, or obtain a pendon, in 
either of which events his fortune will be made. 
—-----Mean while he has acquired fome degree 
of confideration with the refpe&able writers of 
the age j and as I have fubfcribed for his works, 
he did me the favour t’other night to introduce 
me to a fociety of thofe geniufes; but I found 
them exceedingly formal and referved.——They 
feemed afraid and jealous of one another, and fat 
in a ftate of mutual repulfion, like fo many par
ticles of vapour, each furrounded by its own 
eleftrified atmofphere. Dick, who has more 
vivacity than judgment, tried more than once 
to enliven the converfation; fometimes making 
an effort at wit, fometimes letting off a pun, 
and fometimes difcharging a conundrum; nay, 
at length he ftarted a difpute upon the hackney
ed comparifon betwixt blank verfe and rhyme, 
and the profeffors opened with great clamour; 
but, inftead of keeping to the fubjeft, they 
launched out into tedious differtations on the 
poetry of the ancients; and one of them x who 
had been a fchool-mafter, difplayed his whole 
knowledge of profody, gleaned from Difputer 
and Ruddiman. At laft, I ventured to fay, I

did
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did not fee how the fubjeft in queftion could be 
at ah elucidated by the pra&ice of the ancients, 
who certainly had neither blank verfe nor rhyme 
in their poems, which were meafured by feet, 
whereas ours are reckoned by the number of fyl- 
lables-------This remark feemed to give umbrage 
to the pedant, who forthwith involved himfelf in 
a cloud of Greek and Latin quotations, which 
nobody attempted to difpel-------A confufed hum 
of infipid obfervations and comments enfued; and, 
upon the whole, I never pafled a duller evening 
in my life-------Yet, without all doubt, fome of 
them were men of learning, wit, and ingenuity.

As they are afraid of making free with one 
another, they fhould bring each his butt, or 
whet-ftone, along with him, for the entertain
ment of the company------ My uncle fays he 
never defires to meet with more than one wit at 
a time-------One wit, like a knuckle of ham in 
foup, gives a zeft and flavour to the difh; but 
more than one ferves only to fpoil the pottage— 
And now I’m afraid I have given you an uncon- 
fcionable mefs, without any * flavour at all; for 
which, I fuppofe, you will beftow your bene- 
di&ions upon

Your friend and fervant,

London, June 5.

J. Melford.

O 4 To
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To Dr. Lewi s.

Dear Lewis,

YOUR f*abIe °f the monkey and the pig, is 
what the Italians call ben tvovata: but I iliall not 
repeat it to my apothecary, who is a proud 
Scotfman, very thin fkinned, and, for aught I 
know, may have his degree in his pocket- ■ ■ - 
A right Scotfman has always two firings to his 
bow, and is in utrumque paratus------ Certain 
it is, I have not ’fcaped a fcouring; but, I be
lieve, by means of that fcouring, I have ’fcaped 
fomething worfe, perhaps a tedious fit of the 
gout or rheumatifm; for my appetite began to 
flagg, and I had certain croakings in the bowels 
which boded me no good------ Nay, I am not 
yet quite free of thefe remembrances, which 
warn me to be gone from this Centre of infec
tion—

What temptation can a man of my turn and 
temperament have, to live in a place where 
every corner teems with frefh objects of detefta- 
tion and difguft ? What kind of tafte and organs 
muft thofe people have, who really prefer the 
adulterate enjoyments of the town to the genui
ne pleafures of a country retreat? Moft people, 
I know, are originally feduced by vanity, am
bition, and childifli curiofiry; which cannot be 
gratified, but in the bufy haunts of men: but,

in 
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in the courfe of this gratification, their very or
gans of fenfe are perverted, and they become ha
bitually loft to every relifh of what is genuine 
and excellent in its own nature.

Shall I ftate the difference between my town 
grievances, and my country comforts? At 
Brambleton-hall, I have elbow-room within doors 
and breathe a clear, elaftic, falutary air-------I 
enjoy refrefhing fleep, which is never difturbed 
by horrid noife, nor interrupted, but in a morn
ing, by the fweet twitter of the martlet at my 
window------ 1 drink the virgin lymph, pure and 
cryftalline as it guihes from the rock, or the 
fparkling beverage, home-brewed from malt of 
my own making; or I indulge with cyder, 
which my own orchard affords; or with claret 
of the beft growth, imported for my own ufe, 
by a correfpondent on whofe integrity I can de
pend; my bread is fweet and nourifhing, made 
from my own wheat, ground in my own mill, 
and baked in my own oven; my table is, in a 
great meafure, furniihed from my own ground; 
my five-year old mutton, fed on the fragrant her
bage of the mountains, that might vie with ve- 
nifon in juice and flavour; my delicious veal, 
fattened with nothing but the mother’s milk, that 
fills the difli with gravy; my poultry from the 
barn-door, that never knew confinement, but 
when they were at rooft; my rabbits panting 
from the. warren; mj? game frefli from the 
moors; my trout and falmon ftruggling from the

O 5 ftream;
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ftream; oyfters from their native banks; and her
rings, with other fea.fifhs I can eat in four hours 
after they are tahen------My fallads, roots, and 
potherbs, my own garden yields in plenty and 
perfection ; th® produce of the natural foil, pre
pared by moderate cultivation. The fame foil 
affords all the different fruits which England may 
call her own, fo that my defert is every day 
frelh-gathered from the tree; my dairy flows 
with ne&arious tides of milk and cream., from 
whence we derive abundance of excellent butter, 
curds, and cheefe; and the refufe fattens my 
pigs, that are deftined for hams and bacon-------1 
go to bed betimes, and rife with the fun-------1 
make fhift to pafs the hours without wearinefs 
or regret, and am not deftitute of amufements 
within doors, when the weather will not permit 
me to go abroad-------1 read, and chat, and play 
at billiards, cards, or back-gammon-------Without 
doors, I fuperinted jny farm, and execute plans' 
of improvement, the effefts of which I enjoy 
with unfpeakable delight--- —Nor do I take lefs 
pleafure in feeing my tenants thrive under my 
aufpices, and the poor live comfortably by the 
employment which I provide------ You know I 
have one or two fenfible friends, to whom I can 
open all my heart; a bleffing which, perhaps, I 
might have fought in vain among the crowded 
fcenes of life; there are a few others of more 
humble parts, whom I efteem for their integrity; 
and their converfation I find inoffenfive, though

not 
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not very entertaining. Finally, I live in the 
midft of boneft men, and trufty dependants, who, 
I flatter myfelf, have a difinterefted attachment 
to my perfon------ -You, yourfelf, my dear Doc- 
ter, can vouch for the truth of thefe affertions.

Now, mark the contraft at London---1 
am pent up in frowzy lodgings, where the
re is not room enough to fwing a cat; and 
I breathe the Reams of endlefs putrefaction; 
and thefe would, undoubtedly, produce a pefti- 
lence, if they were not qualified by the grofs 
acid of fea coal, which is itfelf a pernicious 
nuifance to lungs of any delicacy of texture: 
but even this boafted corrector cannot prevent 
thofe languid, fallow looks, that diftinguifli the 
inhabitants of London from thofe ruddy fwain^ 
that lead a country-life------ 1 go to bed after 1 
midnight, jaded and reftlefs from the diffipations 
of the day------ 1 ftart every hour from my fleep, 
at the horrid noife of the watchmen bawling the 
hour through every ftreet, and thundering at 
every door; a fet of ufelefs fellows, who ferve 
no other purpofe but that of difturbing the repo- 
fe of the inhabitants; and by five o’clock I ftart 
out of bed, in confequence of the ftill more 
dreadful alarm made by the country carts, and 
noify ruftics bellowing green peafe under my 
window. If I would drink water, I muft quaff 
the maukifli contents of an open aqueduft, ex- 
pofed to all manner of defilement; or fwallow 
that which comes from the river Thames, im- 

?re. 
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pregnated with all the filth of London and Weft- 
minfter-------Human excrement is the leaft offen- 
five part of the concrete, which is compofed of 
all the drugs, minerals, and poifons, ufed in me
chanics, and manufactures, enriched with the 
putrefying carcafes of beafts and men; and mix
ed with the fcourings of all the wafh-tubs, ken
nels , and common fewers, within the bills of 
mortality.

This is the agreeable potation, extolled by the 
Londoners, as the fineft water in the univerfe 
-------As to the intoxicating potion, fold for wine, 
it is a vile, unpalatable, and pernicious fophifti- 
cation, balderdalhed with cyder, corn-fpirit, and 
the juice of floes. In an a&ion at law, laid 
againft a carman for having ftaved a calk of port, 
it appeared from the evidence of the cooper, 
that there were not above five gallons of reat 
wine in the whole pipe, which held above a 
hundred, and even that had been brewed and 
adulterated by the merchant at Oporto. The 
bread I eat in London, is a deleterious pafte, 
mixed up with chalk, alum and bone-afhes; infi- 
pid to the tafte, and deftruftive to the conftitu- 
tion. The good people are not ignorant of this 
adulteration; but they prefer it to wholefome 
bread, becaufe it is whiter than the meal of 
corn: thus they facrifice their tafte and their 
health, and the lives of their tender infants, to a 
moft abfurd gratification of a mif-judging eye; 
and the miller, or the baker, is obliged to poi- 

fon
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fon them and their families, in order to live by 
his profeflion. The fame monflrous depravity 
appears in their veal, which is bleached by re
peated bleedings, and other villainous arts, till 
there is not a drop of juice left in the body, and 
the poor animal is paralytic before it dies; fo 
void of all tafte, nourifhment, and favour, that 
a man might dine as comfortably on a white fri- 
caflee of kid-fkin gloves, or chip hats from 
Leghorn.

As they have difcharged the natural colour 
from their bread, their butchers meat, and poul
try, their cutlets, ragouts, fricaflees, and fauces 
of all kinds; fo they infift upon having the com
plexion of their pot-herbs mended, even at the 
hazard of their lives. Perhaps, you will hardly 
believe they can be fo mad as to boil their greens 
with brafs halfpence, in order to improve their 
colour; and yet nothing is more true—Indeed, 

.without this improvement in the colour, they 
have no perfonal merit. They are produced in 
an artificial foil, and tafte of nothing but the 
dunghils, from whence they fpring. My cab
bage, cauliflower, and Tparagus in the country, 
are as much fuperior in flavour to thofe that are 
fold in Covent-Garden, as my heath-mutton is to 
that of St. James’s market; which, in faft, is 
neither lamb nor mutton, but fomething betwixt 
the two, gorged in the rank fens of Lincoln and 
Eflex, pale, coarfe, and frowzy---- -As for the 
pork, it is an abominable carnivorous animal, fed 

with
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with horfe fleih and diftillers grains; and the 
poultry is all rotten, in confequence of a fever, 
occafioned by the infamous pradlice of fewing up 
the gut, that they may be the fooner fattened 
in coopSj in confequence of this cruel retention.

Of the fifh, I need fay nothing in this hot 
weather, but that it comes fixty, fourfcore and 
a hundred miles by land-carriage; a circumftance 
fufficient, without any comment, to turn a 
Dutchman’s ftomach, even if his nofe was not 
faluted in every alley with the fweet flavour of 
frefh mackarel, felling by retail----- —This is not 
the feafon for oyfters; neverthelefs it may not 
be amifs to mention , that the right Colchefter 
are kept in flime-pits, occasionally overflowed 
by the fea; and that the green colour, fo much 
admired by the voluptuaries of this metropolis, 
is occafioned by the vitriolic fcum, which rifes, 
on the furface of the ftagnant and {linking water 
— Our rabbits are bred and fed in the poul. 
terer’s cellar, where they have neither air nor 
exercife, confequently they muft be firm in flefh, 
and delicious in flavour; and there is no game 
to be had for love or money.

It muft be owned, that Covent-Garden affords 
fome good fruit; which, however, is always 
engrolfed by a few individuals of over-grown 
fortune, at an exorbitant price; fo that little elfe 
than the refufe of the market falls to the fhare of 
the community; and that is diftributed by fuch 
filthy hands, as I cannot look at without lothing.

It
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It was but yefterday that I faw a dirty barrow- 
bunter in the ftreet, cleaning her dufty fruit with 
her own fpittle; and, who knows but fome fine 
lady of St. James’s parifli might admit into her 
delicate mouth thofe very cherries, which had 
been rolled and moiftened between the filthy, 
and, perhaps, ulcerated chops of a St. Giles’s 
huckfter------ 1 need not dwell upon the palid, 
contaminated mafh, which they call ftrawberries; 
foiled and totted by greafy paws through twen
ty baikets crufted with dirt; and then prefented 
with the worft milk, thickened with the worft 
flour, into a bad likenefs of cream: but the milk 
itfelf fhould not pafs unanalyfed, the produce of 
faded cabbage leaves and four draff, lowered with 
hot water, frothed with bruifed fnails, carried 
through the ftreets in open pails, expofed to foul 
rinfings, difcharged from doors and windows, 
fpittle, fnot, and tobacco-quids from foot-patten- 
gers, over-flowings from mud-carts, fpatteringg 
from coach-wheels, dirt and tralh chucked into 
it by roguifh boys for the joke’s fake, the fpew- 
ings of infants, who have flabbered in the tin- 
meafure, which is thrown back in that condition 
among the milk, for the benefit of the next cuf- 
tomer; and, finally, the vermin that drops from 
the rags of the nafty drab that vends this pre
cious mixture, under the refpe&able denomina
tion of milk-maid.

I Ihall conclude this catalogue of London dain
ties , with that table-beer, guildefs of hops and 

malt 
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malt, vapid and naufeous; much fitter to facili
tate the operation of a vomit, than to quench 
thirft and promote digeftion; the tallowy, rancid 
mafs, called butter, manufaftured with candle- 
greafe and kitchen-ftuff; and their frefh eggs, 
imported from France and Scotland.------ Now, 
all thefe enormities might be remedied with a 
very little attention to the article of police, or 
civil regulation; but the wife patriots of London 
have taken it into their heads, that all regulation 
is inconfiftent with liberty; and that every man 
ought to live in his own way, without reftraint 
-------Nay, as there is not fenfe enough left 
among them, to be difcompofed by the nuifances 
I have mentioned, they may , for aught I care, 
wallow in the mire of their own pollution.

A companionable man will, undoubtedly, put 
up with many inconveniencies for the fake of en
joying agreeable fociety. A facetious friend of 
mine ufed to fay, the wine could not be bad, 

. ' where the* company was agreeable; a maxim 
which, however, ought to be taken cum grano 
falis: but what is the fociety of London, that 
I fhould be tempted, for its fake, to mortify my 
fenfes, and compound with fuch uncleannefs as 
my foul abhors? All the people I fee, are too 
much engrofled by fchemes of intereft or ambi
tion, to have any room left for fentiment or 

friendfhip- -Even in fome of my old acquain
tance, thofe fchemes and purfuits have obliterated 

all traces of our former connexion------- -
Con-
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Convef fation is reduced to party-difputts, and il
liberal altercation------ .------ Social commerce, to 
formal vifits and card-playing------ -If you pick up 
a diverting original by accident, it may be dan
gerous to amufe yourfelf with his oddities------- 
He is generally a tartar at bottom: a fharper, a 
fpy, or a lunatic. Every perfon you deal with 
endeavours to over-reach you in the way of bu- 
finefs ; you are preyed upon by idle mendicants, 
who beg in the phrafe of borrowing, and live 
upon the fpoils of the ftranger------ Your tra- 
defmen are without confcience, your friends 
without affeftion, and your dependants without 
fidelity.------ -

My letter would fwell into a treatife, were I 
to particularize every caufe of offence that fills 
up the meafure of my averfion to this, and every 
other crowded city-^---- Thank Heaven! I a»n 
not fo far fucked into the vortex, but that I can 
difengage myfelf without any great effort of phi- 
lofophy------From this wild uproar of .^avery, 
folly, and impertinence, I Ihall fly with double 
relifh to the ferenity of retirement, the ’ cdrdial 
effufions of unreferved friendfhip, the hofpitality 
and protection of the rural gods; in a word, the 
jucunda oblivia vita, which Horace himfelf had 
not tafte enough to enjoy.------

I have agreed for a good travelling coach and 
four, at a guinea a-day, for three months certain; 
and next week we intend to begin our journey 
to the North, hoping ftill to be with you by the
Vol. I. P latter 
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latter end of Oftober----- J fhall continue t» 
write from every ftage where we make any con- 
fiderablej halt, as often as any thing occurs, 
which I think can afford you the leaft amufement. 
In the mean time, I muft beg you will fuper- 
intend the oeconomy of Barnes, with refpect to 
my hay and corn harvefts; jaffured that my 
ground produces nothing but what you tnay free_ 
Jy call your own-------On any other terms I 
fliould.be afliamed to fubfcribe myfelf

' " Your unvariable friend,
Jin ' ... '07

London, June 8. Matt. Bramble.

To Sir’ Watkin Phillips, Bart, of Jefus 
College, Oxon.

'DearPhillips,

IN my laft, I mentioned my having (pent an 
evening wi h a fociety of authors, who feemed 
to b.e jealous and afraid of one another. My 
uncle was not atall furprifed to hear me fay I was 
difappointed in their conversation. “ A, man 
“may be very entertaining and inftru&ive upon 
“paper, (faid he) and exceedingly dull in com- 
“mon difcourfe. I have obferved, that thofe 

.“who fliine moft in private company, arte but
;; . “fe-

fliould.be
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“fecondary ftars in the conftellation of genius— 
“A fmall flock of ideas is more eafily managed, 
“and fooner difplayed, than a great quantity 
“ crowded together. There is very feldom any 
“thing extraordinary in the appearance and ad- 
“ drefs of a good writer, whereas a dull author 
‘generally diftinguilhes himfelf by fome oddity 
“or extravagance. , For this reafon, I fancy, 
“that an aflembly of Grubs muft be very di- 

verting.”
My curiofity being excited by this hint, I 

confulted my friend Dick Ivy, who undertook 
to gratify it the very next day, which was Sun
day laft.-------He carried me to dine with S------- , 
whom you and I have long known by his wri
tings.-------He lives in the Ikirts of the town, and . 
every Sunday his houfe is open to all unfortu
nate brothers of the quill, whom he treats with 
beef, pudding, and potatoes, port, punch, and 
Calvert’s entire butt-beer.'------ He has fixed upon 
the firft day of the week for the exercife of his 
hofpitality , becaufe fome of his guefts could not 
enjoy it on any other, for reafons that I need 
not explain. I was civilly received in a plain, 
yet decent habitation, which opened backwards 
into a very pleafant garden, kept in excellent - 
order; and, indeed, I faw none of the outward 
figns of authorfhip, either in the houfe or the 
landlord, who is one of thofe few writers of the . 
age that ftand.upon their own foundation, vith- 
out patronage, and above dependence. If there

P a was
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•was nothing charaCteriftic in the entertainer, the 
company made ample amends for his want of 
Angularity.

At two in the afternoon, I found myfelf one 
of ten mefs-mates feated at table; and, I queftion, 
if the whole kingdom could produce fuch ano
ther affemblage of originals. Among their pecu
liarities, I do not mention thofe of drefs, which 
may be purely accidental. What ftruck me we
re oddities originally produced by affectation, 
and afterwards confirmed by habit. One of 
them wore fpeftacles at dinner, and another, his 
hat flapped; though (as Ivy told me) the firft 
Was noted for having a Teaman’s eye, when a 
bailiff was in the wind ; and the other was never 
known to labour under any weaknefs or defeCt 
of vifion, except about five years ago, when he 
was complimented with a couple of black eyes > 
by a player, with whom he had quarrelled in 
his drink. A third wore a laced flocking, and 
made ufe of crutches, becaufe, once in his life, 
he had been laid up with a broken leg, though 
no man could leap over a flick with more agili
ty. A fourth had contracted fuch an antipathy 
to the country, that he infilled upon fitting with 
his back towards the window that looked into 
the garden, and when a difli of cauliflower was 
fet upon the table, he fnuffed up volatile faits to 
keep him from fainting; yet this delicate perfon 
was the fon of a cottager, born under a hedge, 
and had many years run wild among affes on a 

com-
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common. A fifth affefted diftraftion-------When 
fpoke to, he always anfwered from the purpofe 
----- -fometimes he fuddenly ftarted up, and rap. , 
ped out a dreadful oath-------fometimes he burft 
out a-laughing-------then he folded his arms , and 
fighed —and then he hifled like fifty ferpents.

At firft, I really thought he was mad, and, 
as he fat near me, began to be under fome ap- 
prehenfions for my own fafety, when our land
lord , perceiving me alarmed, allured me aloud 
that I had nothing to fear. “The gentleman 
“(faid he) is trying to aft a part, for which he 
“ is by no means qualified------ if he had all the 
“inclination in the world, it is not in his power 
“ to be mad. His fpirits are too flat to be kind- 
“ led into frenzy.” “ ’Tis no bad p-p-pn^> hoW- 
*‘ow-ever (obferved a perfon in a tarnilhed laced 
“coat): aff-ffefted m-madnefs w-will p-pafs for 
“w-wit w-with nine-ninet-teen out of t-twen- 
“ty.”~— “ And affefted fluttering for hu- 
“ mour : replied our landlord ; though , God 
“knows, there is no affinity betwixt them.” It 
feems, this wag, after having made fome abortive 
attempts in plain fpeaking, had recourfe to this 
defeft, by means of which he frequently extorted 
the laugh of the company, without the leaft ex
pence of genius; and that imperfeftion, which 
he had at firft counterfeited, was now become fo 
habitual, that he could not lay it afide.

A certain winking genius, who wore yellow 
gloves at dinner, had, on his firft introduftion,

P 3 taken 
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taken fuch offence at S----- becaufe he looked 
and talked, and ate and drank like any other man, 
that he fpoke contemptuoufly of his underftand- 
ing ever after, and never would repeat his vifit, 
until he had exhibited the following proof of his 
caprice. Wat Wyvil, the poet, having made 
fome unfuccefsful advances towards an intimacy 
■with S-------, at laft gave him to underftand , by 
a third perfon, that he had written a poem in his 
praife, and a fatire againft his perfon^ that if he 
would admit him to bis houfe, the firft iliould be 
immediately fent to prefs; butthat if he perfift- 
ed in declining his friendfliip, he would publifli 
the fatire without delay. S------  replied , that 
he looked upon Wyvil’s panegyric, as in effeft, 
a fpecies of infamy , and would refent it accord
ingly with a good cudgel; but if he publilhed 
the fatire, he might deferve his companion, and * 
had nothing to fear from his revenge. Wyvil 
having confidered the alternative, refolved to 
mortify S------  by printing the panegyric, for 
which be received a found drubbing. Then he 
fwore the peace againft the aggreffor, who, in 
order to avoid a profecution at law, admitted 
him to his good graces. It was the Angularity 
in S------ ’s conduft on this occafion, that recon- 
ciled him to the yellow-gloved philofopher, who 
owned he had fome genius, and from that pe
riod cultivated his acquaintance.

Curious to know upon what fubjefts the 
feveral talents of my fellow-guefts were em

ployed, 
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ployed, I applied to my communicative friend 
Dick Ivy, who gave me to underftand, that moft 
of them were, or had been, underftrappers, or 
journeymen, to more creditable authors, for 
whom they tranflated, collated, and compiled, 
in the bulinefs of book-making; and that all of 
them had, at different times, laboured in the fer- 
vice of our landlord, though they had now fet 
up for themfelves in various departments of lite
rature. Not only their talents, but alfo their 
nations and dialeCts were fo various, that our 
converfaiion refembled the confufion of tongues 
at Babel.

We had the Irifti brogue, the Scotch accent, 
and foreign idiom, twanged off by the moft 
difcordant vociferation; for, as they all fpoke 
together, no man bad any chance to be heard, 
unlefs he could bawl louder than his fellows. It 
muft be owned, however, there was nothing pe
dantic in their difcourfe; they carefully avoided 
all learned difquifitions, and endeavoured to be 
facetious; nor did their endeavours always mif- 
carr}----- fome droll repartee paffed, and much 
laughter was excited; and if any individual loft 
his temper fo far as to transgrefs the bounds of 
decorum, he was effectually checked by the 
matter of the feaft, who exerted a fort of pater
nal authority over this irritable tribe.

The moft learned pbilofopher of the whole 
collection, who had been expelled the univerfi- 
ty for atheifm, has made great progrefs in a 

p ’ refuta-
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refutation of lord Bolingbroke’s tnetaphyfical 
works, which is Faid to be equally ingenious and 
orthodox; but, in the mean time, he has been 
prefented to the grand jury as a public nuifance, 
for having blafphemed in an alehoufe on the 
Lord’s day. The Scotchman gives leftures on 
the pronunciation of the Englilh language, which 
he is now publifhing by fubfcription.

The Irifhman is a political writer, and goes 
by the name of my Lord Potatoe. He wrote a 
pamphlet in vindication of a minifter, hoping his 
zeal would be rewarded with fome place or pen- 
lion ; but finding himfelf neglefted in that quar
ter, he whifpered about that the pamphlet was 
Written by the minifter himfelf, and he publifhed 
an anfwer to his own production. In this he 
addreffed the author, under title of jour lord- 
/hip, with fuch folemnity, that the public fwal- * 
lowed the deceit, and bought up the whole im- 
preifion. The wife politicians of the metropolis 
declared they were both maflerly performances, 
and chuckled over the flimfy reveries of an igno
rant garretteer, as the profound fpeculations of a 
veteran ftatefman, acquainted with all the fecrets 
of the cabinet. The impoflure was detected in 
the fequel, and our Hibernian pamphleteer re
tains no part of his affumed importance, but the 
bare title of niy lord, and the upper part of the 
table at the potatoe-ordinary in Shoe-lane.

Oppofite to me fat a Piedmontefe, who had 
obliged the public with a humorous fatire, in- 

titul-
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tituled, The Balance of the Englifh Poets, a per
formance which evinced the great modefty and 
tafte of the author, and, in particular, his inti
macy with the elegancies of the Englifh 
language. The fage, who laboured under the 

j or horror of green fields y had juft 
finillied a treatife on pra&ical agriculture, 
though, in faft, he had never feen corn growing 
in his life, and was fo ignorant of grain, that 
our entertainer, in the face of the whole compa
ny , made him own, that a plate of hominy was 
the beft ricepudding he had ever eat.

The ftutterer had almoft finiflied his travels 
through Europe and part of Afia, without ever 
budging beyond the liberties of the King’s Bench, 
except in term-time, with a tipftaff for his com
panion; and as for little Tim Cropdale, the moft 
facetious member of the whole fociety, he had 
happily wound up the cataftrophe of a virgin tra
gedy , from the exhibition of which he promifed 
himfelf a large fund of profit and reputation. 
Tim had made fhift to live many years by writ
ing novels, at the rate of five pounds a volume; 
but that branch of bufinefs is now engroffed by 
female authors, who publifh merely for the pro
pagation of virtue, with fo much eafe, and fpi- 
rit, and delicacy, and knowledge of the human 
heart, and all in the ferene tranquillity of high 
life, that the reader is not only inchanted by 
their genius, but reformed by their morality.

P 5 After
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After dinner, we adjourned into the garden, 
where, I obferved, Mr. S------- gave a fhort fe- 
parate audience to every individual in a final! re
mote filbert walk, from whence moft of them 
dropped off one after another, without further 
ceremony; bur they were replaced by frefh re
cruits of the fame clan, who came to make an 
afternoon’s vifit; and, among others, a fprnce 
bookfeller, called Birkin, who rode his own 
gelding, and made his appearance in a pair of 
new jemmy boots, with maffy fpurs of plate. It 
was not without reafon that this midwife of the 
mufes ufed to exercife a-horfeback , for he was 
too fat to walk a-foot, and he underwent fome 
farcafms from Tim Cropdale, on his unweildy 
fize and inaptitude for motion. Birkin, who 
took umbrage at this poor author’s petulance, in 
prefuming to joke upon a man fo much richer 
than himfelf, .told him, he was not fo unweildy 
but that he could move the marfhalfea court for 
a writ, and even overtake him with it, if he did 
not very fpeedily come and fettle accounts with 
him, refpe&ing the expence of publilhing his 
laft Ode to the king of Pruffia, of which he had 
fold but three, and one of them was to White- 
field the Methodift. Tim affe&ed to receive this 
intimation with good humour, faying, he ex- 
pe&ed in a poft or two, from Potsdam, a poem 
of thanks from ’his Pruffian majefty, who knew 
very, well how to pay poets in their-own coin; 
but, in the mean time, he propofed, that Mr.

Birkin
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Birkin and he fhould run three times round the 
garden for a bowl of punch, to be drank at Al
ley’s in the evening, and he would run boots 
againfl flockings. The bookfeller, who valued 
himfelf upon his mettle, was perfuaded to accept 
the challenge, and he forthwith refigned his 
l>oots to Cropdale, who, when he had put them 
on , Was no bad reprefentation of Captain Piflol 
in the play.

Every thing being adjufted, they ftarted toge
ther with great impetuofity, and in the fecond 
round, Birkin had clearly the advantage, larding 
the lean earth ar he puff'd along. Cropdale 
had no mind to contefl the viftcry further, but, 
in a twinkling, difappeared through the back
door of the garden, which opened into a private 
lane, that had communication with the high road 
- 1 he fpeftators immediately began to hallo,
“ Stole away ! ” and Birkin fee off in purfujt of 
him with great eagernefs; but he bad not ad
vanced twenty yards in the lane, when a thorn 
running into his foot, fent him hopping back 
into the garden, roaring with pain, and fwearing 
with vexation. When he was delivered from 
this annoyance by the Scotchman, who had 
been bred to furgery, he looked about him wild
ly, exclaiming, “Sure, the fellow won’t be fuch 
*‘a rogue as to run'dear away with my boots!” 
Our landlord, having reconnoitred the iboes he 
had left, which, indeed, hardly deferved that 
name, “Pray, (faid he) Mr, Birkin, wa’n’t your 

“boots
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“boots made of calf-fkin ? ” “Calf-fkin or cow- 
“fkin, (replied the other) I’ll find a flip of 
“fheep-fkin tbat will do his bufinefs.'------ 1 loft 
“twenty pounds by his farce, which you per- 
“fuaded me to buy.-------1 am out of pocket five 
“pounds by his damn’d Ode; and now this pair 
“of boots, bran new, coft me thirty flrillings, 
“ as per receipt.------ But this affair of the boots 
“is felony-------tranfportation.------I’ll have the
“ dog indifted at the old Bailey-------1 will, Mr. 
“S------- . I will be revenged, even though I 
“ihould lofe my debt in confequence (of his con- 
“vi&ion.”

Mr. S--- faid nothing at prefent, but ac
commodated him with a pair of flioes: then 
ordered his fervant to rub him down, and com
fort him with a glafs of rum-punch, which feem
ed, in a great meafure, to cool the rage of his 
indignation. “After all, (faid our landlord) 
“this is no more than a humbug in the way of 
“wit, though it deferves a more refpe&able 
“ epithet, when confidered as an effort of inven- 
“tion. Tim being, I fuppofe, out of credit 
“ with the cordwainer, fell upon, this ingenious 
“expedient to fupply the want of fhoes, know- 
“ ing that Mr. Birkin, who loves humour, would 
“himfelf relifh the joke upon a little recolleftion. 
“Cropdale literally lives by his wit, which he 
“has exercifed upon all his friends in their turns. 
“He once borrowed my poney for five or fix 
“days to go to Salifbury, and fold him in 

“ Smith- 
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“Smithfield at his return. This was a joke of 
“fuch a ferious nature, that in the firft transports 
“of tny paffion,„I had fome thoughts of profe- 
“ cuting him for horfe-ftealing; and even when my 
“refentment bad in fome meafure fubfided, as he 
“induftrioufly avoided me, I vowed, I would take 

fatisfaftion on his ribs with the firft opportunity.
“One day, feeing him at fome diftance in the 
“ftreet, coming towards me, I began to prepare 
“ my cane for aftion, and walked in the fliadow of 
“a porter, that he might not perceive me foon 
“enough to make his efcape; but., in the very 
“inftant I had lifted up the inftrument of correc- 
“tion, I found Tim Cropdale metamorphofed 
“into a miferable blind wretch, feeling his way 
“ with a long ftick from poft to poft, and rolling 
“about two bald unlighted orbs inftead of eyes. 
“I was exceedingly fhocked at having fo nar- 
“ rowly' efcaped the concern and difgrace that 
“would have attended fuch a mifapplication of 
“vengeance; but, next day, Tim prevailed upon 
“a friend of mine to come and folicit my forgi- 
“ venefs, and offer his note, payable in fix weeks, 
“for the price of the poney.------This gentleman 
“ gave me to underftand, that the blind man was 
“no other than Cropdale, who having feen me 
“advancing, and gueffmg my intent, had imme- 
“diately converted himfelf into the objeft afore- 
“ faid.----- 1 was fo diverted at the ingenuity of 
“ the invafion, that I agreed to pardon his offen- 
“ce, refilling his note, however, that I might

“ keep
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“keep a profecution for felony hanging over his 
“head, as a fecuriry for his future good be- 

haviour---- But Timothy would by no means 
“truft himfelf in my hands till the note was ac- 
“cepted------ then he made his appearance at my 
“door as a blind beggar, and impofed in fuch a 
“manner upon my man, who had been his old 
“acquaintance and pot-companion, that the fel- 
“low threw the door in his face, and even threat- 
“ened to give him the baflinado. Hearing a 
“noife in the hall, I went thither, and immedia- 
‘‘tely recollefting the figure I had patted in the 
“ ftreet accofted him by his own name, to the 
“ unfpeakable aftonifhment of the footman.”

Birkin declared he loved a joke as well as ano
ther; but afked if any of the company could tell 
where Mr. Cfhpdale lodged, that he might fepd 
him a propofid about reftitution, before the boots 
fhould be made away with. “1 would willingly 
“give him a pair of new fhoes, (faid he) and 
“half a guinea into the bargain, for the boots, 
“which fitted me like a glove, and I fha’n’t be 
“able to get the fellows of them till the good 
“weather for riding is over.” The fluttering 
wit declared, that the only fecret which Crop
dale ever kept was the place of his lodgings; 
but, he believed, that, during the heats of fum- 
mer, he commonly took his repofe upon a 
bulk, or indulged himfelf, in frefco, with one 
of the kennel.nymphs, under the portico of St. 
Martin’s church. “Pox on him! (cried the 

book-
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bookfeller)/ “he might as well have taken my 
“whip and Spurs----—fn that cafe, he might have

been tempted to fteal another horfe, and then 
he would have rid to the devil of courfe. ”
After coffee, I took my leave of Mr. S---, 

with proper acknowledgements of his civility, 
and was extremely well pleafed with the enter
tainment of the day, though not yet Satisfied 
With refpeft to the nature of this connexion be
twixt a man of charafter in the literary world 
and a parcel of authorlings, who, in all probabi
lity, would never be able to acquire any degree 
of reputation by their labours. On this head I 
interrogated my conduftor, Dick Ivy, who 
anfwered me to this effeft: “One would imagi- 
“ne S------- had fome view to his own intereft, 
“in giving countenance and affiffance to thofe 
“people, whom he knows to be bad men, as 
“bad writers; but, if he has any Such view,* he 
“will find himfelf difappointed; for if he is fo 
“vain as to imagine he can make them fubfer- 
“vient to his fchemes of profit or ambition, they 
“are cunning enough to make him their proper- 
“ ty in the mean time. There is not one of the 
“company you have feen to-day (myfelf ex- 

cepted) who does not owe him particular ob- 
“ligations.------ One of them he bailed out of a 
“fpunging.houfe, and afterwards paid the debt 

another he translated into his family, and 
“clothed, when he was turned out half-naked 
“from goal in confequence of an aft for the relief

“of
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“of infolvent debtors—----a third, who was re- 
“duced to a woolen night-cap, and lived upon 
“ fheep’s-trotters, up three pair of flairs back- 
“ward in Butcher-row, he took into prefvnt pay 
“and free quarters, and enabled him to appear 
“as a gentleman, without having the fear of 
“fheriff’s officers before his eyes. Thofe who 
“are in diftrefs he fupplies with money -when he 
“has it, and with his credit when he is out of 
“cafh. When they want bufinefs, he ebher 
“finds employment for them in his own fervice, 
“or recommends*them to bobkfellers to execute 
“fome project he has formed for their fubfiftence. 
“They are always welcome to his table, (which, 
“though plain, is plentiful) apd to his good of- 
“fices as far as they will go; and when they fee 
“ occafion, they make ufe of his name with the 
,“moft petulant familiarity; nay, they do not 
“even fcruple to arrogate to themfelves the merit 
“of fome of his performances, and have been 
“known to fell their own lucubrations as the 
“ produce of his brain. The Scotfman you faw 
“at dinner once perfonated him at an ale-houfe in 
“Weft-Smithfield, and, in the chara&er of S—, 
“ had his head broke by a cow-keeper, for hav- 
“ing fpoke difrefpe&fully of the Chriftian reli- 
“gion; but he took the law of him in his own 
“perfon, and the affailant was fain to give him 
“ten pounds to withdraw his a&ion.”

1 obferved, that all this appearance of liberali
ty on the fide of Mr. S-------------- was eafily ac

counted
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counted for, on the fuppofition that they flat
tered him in private, and engaged his adverfaries 
in public; and yet I was aftonilhed, when I re- 
colle&ed that I often had feen this writer viru
lently abufed in papers, poems, and pamphlets, 
and not a pen was drawn in bis defence.-------  

But you will be more aftonilhed (faid be) when 
CI allure you, thofe very guefts whom you 
“faw at his table today, were the authors 
«of great part of that abufe; and he himfelf is 
“well aware of their particular favours, for 
“they are all eager to deteft and betray one 
“another.”— “But this is doing the devil’s work 
“for nothing (cried I). What fliould induce 
“ them to revile their benefaftor without provo- 
“cation?” “Envy (anfwered Dick)is the ge- 
“ neral incitement; but they are galled by an ad- 
“ditional fcourge of provocation. S  di- 
“refts a literary journal, in which their produc- 
“ tions are neceflarily brought to trial; and 
“though many of them have been treated with 
“fuch lenity and favour as they little deferved, 
“yet the flighteft cenfure, fuch as, perhaps, 
“could not be avoided with any pretenfions to 
“candour and impartiality, has rankled in the 
“ hearts of thofe authors to fuch a degree, that 
“they have taken immediate vengeance on the 
“critic in anonymous libels, letters, and am- 
“poons. Indeed, all the writers of the age, 
“ good, bad, and indifferent, from the moment 
“he aflumed this office, became his enemies, 

Vol. I. Q “either
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“ either profeffed or in petto, except thofe of his 
“friends who knew they had nothing to fear 
“from his ftri&ures; and he muft be a wifer man 
“than me, who can tell what advantage or fatis- 
“faftion he derives from having brought fuch a 
« neft of hornets about his ears.”

I owned Jiat was a point which might deferye 
confideration; but ftill I expreffed a defire to 
know his real motives for continuing his friend- 
fhip to a fet of rafcals equally ungrateful and 
infignificant.-------He faid, he did not pretend to 
affign any reafonable motive; that, if the truth 
muft be told, the man was, in point of conduct, 
a moft incorrigible fool; that, though he pre
tended to have a knack'at hitting off charafters, 
he blundered ftrangely in the diftribution of his, 
favours, which were generally beftowed on the 
moft undeferving of thofe who had recourfe to 
his affiftance; that, indeed, this preference was 
not fo much owing to want of difcernment as to 
want of refolution,, for he had not fortitude 
enough to refift the importunity even of the moft 
worthlefs; and, as he did not know the value 
of money, there was very little merit in parting 
with it fo eafily; that his pride was gratified in 
feeing himfelf courted by fuch a number of lite
rary dependants; that, probably, he delighted 
in hearing them expofe and traduce one another; 
and, finally, from their information, he became 
acquainted with all the tranfaftions of Grub- 

ftreet,
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ftreet, which he had fome thoughts of compil
ing, for the entertainment of the public.

I could not help fufpe&ing, from Dick’s dif- 
courfe, that he had fome particular grudge againft 
S-------------- , upon whofe conduct he had put
the worft conftruftion it would bear; and, by 
dint of crofs-examination, I found he was not at 
all fatisfied with the character which * had been 
given in the Review of his laft performance, 
though it had been treated civilly, in confequen- 
ce of the author’s application to the critic. By 
all accounts, S------- is not without weaknefs 
and caprice; but he is certainly good humoured 
and civilized; nor do I find, that there is any 
thing over-bearing, cruel, or implacable in his 
difpofition.

I have dwelt fo long upon authors, that you 
will perhaps fufpeft I intend to enroll myfelf 
among the fraternity; but, if I were a&ualJy 
qualified for the profeffion, it is at beft but a 
defperate refource againft ftarving, as it affords 
no provifion for old age and infirmity. Salmon, 
at the age of fourfcore, is now in a garret, 
compiling matter, at a guinea a Iheet, for a mo
dern hiftorian, who , in point of age, might be 
his grand-child;' and Pfalmonazar, after having 
drudged half a century in the literary-mill, in all 
the fimplicity and’ abftinence of an Afiatic, fub- 
fifts upon the charity of a few bookfellers, juft 
fufficient to keep him from the pariffi—I think 
Guy, who was hitafelf a bookfeller, ought to

Q a have
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have appropriated one wing or ward of his hofpf- 
tal to the ufe of decayed authors; though, in
deed, there is neither hofpital, college, nor 
work-ho ufe, within the bills of mortality, large 
enough to contain the poor of this fociety , com- 
pofed, as it is, from the refufe of every otjicr 
profeflion.

1 know not whether you will find any amufe- 
ment in this account of an odd race of mortals, 
whofe conftitution had, I own, greatly interefled 
the curiofity of

Yours, »

London June io. J. Melford.

To Mifs Letitia Willis, at Gloucefter.

My Dear Letty,

THERE is fomething on my fpirits, which I 
ihould not venture to communicate by the poft, 
but having the opportunity of Mrs Brentwood’s 
return, I feize it eagerly, to difburden my poor 
heart, which is opprefled with fear and vexation.

O Letty I what a miferable fltuation it is, to 
be without a friend to whom one can apply for 
counfel and confolation in diftrefs I I hinted in 
my laft, that one Mr Barton had been very par

ti-
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ticular in his civilities: I can no longer miftake 
his meaning------ ——he has formally profelled
himfelf my admirer; and, after a thoufand afli- 
duities, perceiving4 made but a cold return to 
his addreiTes, he had recourfe to the mediation 
of lady Grilkin, who has afted the part of a 
very warm advocate in his behalf:------ but, my
dear Willis, her ladyfhip overafts her paTt—fhe 
not only expatiates on the ample fortune, the 
great connections, and the unblemiflied charac. 
ter of Mr Barton, but ihe takes the trouble to 
catechife me; and, two days ago, peremptorily 
told me, that a girl of my age could not poflibly 
refift fo many confiderations, if her heart was 
nut pre-engaged.

This infinuation threw me into fuch a flutter, 
that, flie could not but obferve my diforder; and, 
prefuming upon the difcovery, infifted upon my 
making her the confidante of my paffions. But, 
although I had not fuch command of myfelf as to 
conceal the emotion of my heart, I am not fuch 
a child as to difclofe its fecrets to a perf-jn who 
Would certainly ufe them to its prejudice. I told 
her, it was no wonder if I was out of counte
nance , at her introducing a fubjeft of converfa- 
tion fo unfuitable to my years and inexperience: 
that I believed Mr Barton was a very worthy 
gentleman, and I was much obliged to him for 
hi^ good opinion; but the affeClions were invo
luntary, and mine, in particular, had as yet 
made no conceflions in his favour. She fhook

Q 3 her
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her head with an aif of diftruft that made me 
tremble; and obferved , that if my afleftions we
re free, they would fubmit to’the decifion of 
prudence, elpecially when enforced by the au
thority of thofe who had a right to direft my 
conduft- 1 his remark, implied a defign to inter- 
eft my uncle or my aunt, perhaps my brother, 
in behalf of Mr Barton’s pafiion; and I am fadly 
afraid that my aunt is already gained over. Yes
terday in the forenoon, he had'been walking with 
us in the Park, and ftopping in our return at a 
toy fhop, he prefented her with a very fine 
fnuff-box, and me with a gold etuis, which I 
refolutely refufed , till fhe commanded me to ac
cept it on pain of her difpleafure : r.everthelefs, 
being ftill unfatisfied with refpeft to the proprie
ty of receiving this toy, I lignified my doubts 
to my brother, who faid he would confult my 
uncle on the fubjeft, and feemed to think Mr. 
Barton had been rather premature in his prefents.

What will be the refult of this confultation, 
Heaven knows; but I am afraid it will produce 
an explanation with Mr Barton,' who will, no 
doubt, avow his pafiion, and follicit their con
fent to a conneftion which my foul abhors; for, 
my deareft Letty, it is not in my power to love 
Mr Barton, even if my heart was untouched by 
any other tendernefs. Not that there is any 
thing difagreeable about his perfon, but there 
is a total want of that namelefs charm which 
captivates and controuls the inchanted fpirit—at 

leaft,
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leaft, he appears to me to have this defeft; but 
if he had all the engaging qualifications which a 
man can poffefs, they would be excited in vain 
againft that conftancy, which, I flatter myfelf, 
is the chara&eriftic of my nature. No, my dear 
Willis, I may be involved in frefh troubles, and 
I believe I fhall, from the importunities of this 
gentleman and the violence of my relations;, but 
my heart is incapable of change.

You know, I put no faith in dreams; and yet 
I have been much difturbed by one that vifited 
ine laft night.'-------1 thought I was in a church, 
where a certain perfon, whom you know, was 
on the point of being married to my aunt; that 
the clergyman was Mr Barton, and that poor 
forlorn I ftood weeping in a corner, half naked, 
and without fhoes or ftockings.—Now, I know 
there is nothing fo childilh as to be moved by 
thofe vain illufions; but, nevertbelefs, in fpite 
of all my reafon, this hath made a ftrong im- 
preflion upon my mind, which begins to be very 
gloomy. Indeed, I have another more fubftan* 
tial caufe of affliction-------I have fome religious 
fcruples, my dear friend, which lie heavy on 
my confcieiice.— I was perfuated to go to the 
Tabernacle, where I heard a difcourfe that af
fected me deeply.—I have prayed fervently to 
be enlightened, but as yet I am not fenfible of 
thefe inward motions, thofe operations of grace, 
which are the figns of a regenerated fpirit; and 
therefore I begin to be in terrible apprehenfions

Q 4 about
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about the ftate of my poor foul. Some of our 
family have had very uncommon acceflions, par
ticularly my aunt and Mrs Jenkins, who fome- 
times fpeak as if they were really infpired; fo 
that I am not like to want for either exhortation 
or example, to purify my thoughts, and recall 
them from the vanities of this world, which, 
indeed, I would willingly refign, if it was in 
my power; but to make this facrifice, I muft be 
enabled by fuch affiftance from above as hath not 
yet been indulged to

Your unfortunate friend,

June io. Lydia Melfokd.

To Sir Watkin Phillips, Bart, of Jefus 
' College, 0x6n.

Dear Philljps,

THE moment I received your letter, I began 
to execute your commiffion-------With the afilf- 
tance of mine hoft a the Bull and Gate, I difcov- 
ered the place to which your fugitive valet had 
retreated, and taxed him with his dilhoneftv—*" 
—---- The fellow was in manifeft cohfufion at 
fight of me, but he denied, the charge with great 
confidence, till I told him / that if he would gi

ve
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ve up the watch which was a family piece, he 
might keep the money and the clothes, and go 
to the devil his own way, at his leifure; but if 
he rejected this propofal, I would deliver him 
forthwith to the conftable, whom I had provid
ed for that purpofe, and he would carry him 
before the juftice without further delay. After 
fome heiitation, he defired to fpeak with me ia 
the next room, where he produced the watch 
with all its appendages, and I have delivered it 
to our landlord, to be fent you by the firft fafe 
conveyance------ So much for bufinefs.

I fhall grow vain , upon your faying you find 
entertainment in my letters; barren, as they 

* certainly are, of incident and importance, be- 
caufe your amufement muft arife, not from the 
matter, but from the manner, which you know 
is all my own- ■ — -Animated, therefore, by the 
approbation of a perfon, whofe nice tafte and 
confummate judgment I can no longer doubt, I 
“will chearfully proceed with our memoirs-. —- 
As it is determined we ihall fet out next week 
for York fllire, I went to-day in the forenoon 
with my uncle to fee a carriage, belonging to a 
coachmaker in our neighbourhood---- Turning 
down a narrow lane, behind Long-acre, we 
perceived a crowd of people ftanding at a door; 
which, it feems, opened into a kind of metho- 
dift meeting, and were informed, that a footman 
was then holding forth to the congregation with
in. Curious to fee this phenomenon, we fqueez-

Q 5 ed
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ed into the place with much difficulty; and who 
fhould this preacher be, but the identical Hum- 
phry Clinker. He had finifhed his fermon, and 
given out a pfalm, the firft ftave of which bo 
fung with peculiar graces--------------But if we
were aftonifhed to fee Clinker in the pulpit, we 
were altogether confound at finding all the fema
les of our family among the audience------There 
was lady Grifkin, Mrs Tabitha Bramble, Mrs 
Winifred Jenkins, my fifter Liddy, and Mr Bar
ton, and all of them joined in the pfalmody, with 
ftrong marks of devotion.

I could hardly keep my gravity on this ludi
crous occafion; but old Square-toes was diffe
rently affe&ed------The firft thing that ftruck 
him, was the prefumption of his lacquey, whom 
he commanded to come down, with fuch an air 
of authority as Humphry did not think proper to * 
difregard. He defcended immediately, and all 
the people were in commotion. Barton looked 
exceedingly fheepilh, lady Grifkin flirted her fan, 
Mrs Tabby groaned in fpirit, Liddy' changed 
countenance, and Mrs Jenkins fobbed as if her 
heart was breaking------ My uncle, with a fneer, 
allied pardon of the ladies for having interrupted 
their devotion, faying, he bad particular bufinefs 
with the preacher, whom he ordered to call a 
hackney-coach. This being immediately brought 
up to the end of the lane, he handed Liddy into 
it, and my aunt and I following him, we drove 
home, without taking any further notice of the 

reft
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feft of the company, who ftill remained in filent 
aftonifhment.

Mr Bramble, perceiving Liddy in great trepi
dation, aflumed a milder afpeft, bidding her be 
under no concern, for he was not at all difpleas- 
ed at any thing fhe had done----------“I have no 
“obje&ion (faid he) to your being religioufly 
“inclined; but I don’t think my fervant is a pro- 
“ per ghoftly direftor, for a devotee of your fex 
“and charafter------ If, in faft, (as I rather be- 
“lieve) your aunt is not the foie conduftrefs of 
“this machine--------------” Mrs Tabitha made no
anfwer, but threw up the whites of her eyes, 
as if in the a£t of ejaculation-------Poor Liddy 
faid fhe had no right to the title of a devotee; 
that fhe thought there was no harm in hearing a 
pious difcourfe, even if it came from a footman, 
efpecially as her aunt was prefent; but that if 
file had erred from ignorance, fhe hoped he 
Would excufe it, as fhe could not bear the 
thoughts of living under his difpleafure. The 
old gentleman, preliing her hand with a tender 
fmile, faid fhe was a good girl, and that he did 
not believe her capable of doing any thing that 
could give him the leaft umbrage or difgutt.

When we arrived at our lodgings, he com
manded Mr Clinker to attend him up ftairs, and 
fpoke to him in thefe words-------“ Since you are 
“ called upon by the fpirit to preach and to teach, 
“it is high time to lay afide the livery of an 
“earthly matter; and, for my part, 1 am un- 

“ worthy
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‘‘worthy to have an apoftle in my fervice - —*» 
“I hope (faid Humphry) I have not failed in my 
“duty to your honour----- -I Ihould be a vile 
“ wretch if I > confidering the mifery from 
<s which your charity and companion relieved 
“me------ but having an inward admonition of 
“the fpirit------ ” “An admonition of the de- 
“vil------ (cried the’(quire, in a paflion) What 
“admonition, you blockhead?------ What right 
“has-fiich a fellow as you to fet up for a refor- 
“ mer ? ” “ Begging your honour’s pardon , (re- 
“ plied Clinker,) rnay not the new light of 
“ God’s grace fhine upon the poor and the igne- 
“rant in their humility, as well as upon the 
“wealthy, and the philofopher in all his pride 
“of human learning?” “What you imagine to 
“be the new light of grace, (laid his matter,) I 
“take to be a deceitful vapour, glimmering * 
“through a crack in your upper ftory------ In a 
“ word, Mr Clinker, I will have no light in my 
“family, but what pays the king’s taxes, unlefs 
“it be the light of reafon, which you don’t pre- 
“tend to follow.“

“Ah, Sir! (cried Humphry,) the light of 
“reafon is no more, in comparifon to the light 
“I mean, than a farthing candle te the fun at 
“noon—2—’’ “Very true, (faid my uncle,) 
“the one will ferve to fbew you your way / and 
“the other to dazzle and confound your weak 
“brain-------Hark-ye, Clinker, you are either aft 
“hypocritical knave,, or a wrong-headed enthu- 

“ fiaft;
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“fiaft; and, in either cafe, unfit for my fervi- 
« ce------ -------If you are a quack in fanftity and 
“devotion, you will find it an eafy matter to 
“impofe upon filly women, and others of craz- 
“ed underftanding, who will contribute lavilhly 
46 for your fupport-------------- if you are really fe-
“ duced by the reveries of a difturbed imagina- 
“ tion, the fooner you lofe your fenfes entirely, 
«the better for yourfelf and the community. In 
“that cafe, fome charitable perfon might provide 
“you with a dark room and clean ftraw in Bed- 
“lam, where it would not be in your power to 
“infeft others with your fanaticifm; whereas, if 
“you have juft reflexion enough left to maintain 
“ the character of a chofen veffel in the meetings 

of the godly, you and your hearers .will be 
“rallied by a Will-i’the-wifp, from one error in- 
“to another, till you are plunged into religious 
“frenzy, and then, perhaps, you will hang 
“yourfelf in defpair------ ” “Which the Lord, 
“of his infinite mercy, forbid! (exclaimed the 
“ affrighted Clinker) It is very pofiible I maybe 
“under the temptation of the devil, who wants 
“ to wreck me on the rocks of fpiritual pride— 
“Your honour fays, I am either a knave or a 
“madman; now, as I’ll allure your honour I am 
“no knave, it follows that I muft be mad; the- 
“refore, I befeech your honour, upon my knees, 
“to take my cafe into confideration , that means 
‘‘may be ufed for my recovery------ ”

The
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The ’fquire could not help fmiling at the poor 
fellow’s fimplicity, and promifed to take care of 
him, provided he would mind the bufinefs of his 
place, without running after the new-light of 
Methodifm: but Mrs Tabitha took offence at his 
humility, which fhe interpreted into poornefs 
of fpirit and worldly' mindednefs— She upbraided 
him with the want of courage to fuffer for con- 
fcience-fake: fhe obferved, that if he fhould lofe 
his place for bearing teftimony to the truth, Pro
vidence would not fail to find him another, per
haps more advantageous; and, declaring that it 
could not be very agreeable to live in a family 
where an iriquifitian was eftablifhed, retired to 
another room in great agitation.

My uncle followed her with a fignificant look; 
then, turning to the preacher, “You hear what 
“my lifter fays-------If you cannot live with me 
“ upon fuch terms as I have prefcribed, the vi- 
“neyard of Methodifm lies before you, and fhe 
“feems very well difpofed to reward your la- 
“bour ”•------ -“I would not willingly give offence
“to any foul upon earth, (anfwered Humphry); 
“herladyfhip has been very7 good to me, ever 
“ fince we came to London; and furely Ihe has 
“ a heart turned for religious exercifes, and both 
“fhe and lady Grifkin fing pfalms and hymns like 
“two cherubims: but, at the fame time, I am 
“bound to love and obey your honour.-------It 
“ becometh not fuch a poor ignorant fellow as 
“me to hold difpute with gentlemen of rank and 

“ learn-
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^learning.------ -As for the matter of knowledge,’ 
“I am no more than a beaft in comparifon of 
“your honour; therefore I fubmit; and, with 
(i God’s grace, I will follow you to the world’s 
“end, if you don’t think me too far gone to be 
“out of confinement.”

His matter promifedto keep him for fome time 
longer on trial; then defired to know in what 
manner lady Gritkin and Mr Barton came to join 
their religious fociety. He told him, that her 
ladyfliip was the perfon who firft carried my 
aunt and After to the Tabernacle, whither he at
tended them, and had his devotion kindled by 
Mr W-------------- s preaching: that he was con
firmed in this new way by the .preacher’s fer- 
mons, which he had bought and ftudied with 
great attention: that his difcourfe and prayers 
had brought over Mrs Jenkins and the houfe- 
maid to the fame way of thinking; but as for Mr 
Barton, he had never feen him at fervice before 
this day, when he came in company with lady 
Grifkin----------------- Humphry moreover owned,
that he had been encouraged to mount the ros
trum by the example and fuccefs of a weaver, 
who was much followed as a powerful minifter: 
that, on his firft trial, he found himfelf under 
fuch ftrong impulfions, as made him believe he 
was certainly moved by the fpirit; and that he 
had affifted in lady Grifkin’s, and feveral private 
houfes, at exercifes of devotion.

Mr
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Mr Bramble was no fooner informed that her 
lady (Hip had a&ed as the primum mobile of this 
confederacy, than he concluded (he had only 
made ufe of Clinker as a tool, fubfervient to the 
execution of fome defign, to the true fecret of 
which he was an utter ftranger———He obferved, 
that her ladyflrip’s brain was a perfect mill for 
projects; and that (he and Tabby had certainly 
engaged in fome fecret treaty, the nature of 
which he could not comprehend. I told him, I 
thought it was no difficult matter to perceive the 
drift of Mrs Tabitha, which was to enfnare tbe 
heart of Barton, and that in all likelihood my 
lady Grifkin afted as her auxiliary: that this fup- 
pofition would account for their endeavours to 
convert him to Methodifm; an event which would 
occafion a conneftion of fouls that might be eafi- 
ly improved into a matrimonial union.

My uncle feemed to be much diverted by the 
thoughts of this fcheme’s fucceeding; but 1 gave 
him to underftand that Barton was pre-engaged: 
that he had the day before made a prefent of an 
etuis to Liddy, which her aunt had obliged het; 
to receive, with a view, no doubt, to counte
nance her own accepting of a fnuffbox at tbe 
fame time: that my After having made me ac
quainted with this incident, I had defired an ex
planation of Mr Barton, who declared his inten
tions were honourable, and exprefled his hope 
that I would have no objections to his alliances 
that I had thanked him for the honour he intend

ed
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ed our family; but told him, it would be necef- 
fary to confult her uncle and aunt, who were 
her guardians, and their approbation being ob
tained, I could have no objection to his propofal; 
though I was perfuaded that no violence would 
be offered to my filter's inclinations, in a tranf- 
a&iori that fo nearly interefted the happinefs of 
her future life: that he had bflured me, he fhould 
never think of availing himfelf of a guardians au
thority, unlefs he could render his addreffes 
agreeable to the young lady herfelf; and that he 
would immediately demand permiffion of Mr. and 
Mrs. Bramble to make Liddy a tender of his hand 
and fortune.

The ’fquire was not infenfible to the advanta
ges of fuch a match, and declared he would pro
mote it with all his influence; but when I took 
notice that there feemed to be an averfion on the 
fide of Liddy, he faid he would found her on 
the fubjeft; and if her relun&ance was fuch as 
would not be eafily overcome, he would civilly 
decline the propofal of Mr. Barton: for he thought 
that in the choice of a hulband, a young woman 
ought not to facrifice the feelings of her heart 
for any confideration upon earth------ “Liddy is 
“ not fo defperate (faid he) as to worfhip fortune 
“at fuch an expence.” I take it for granted this 
whole affair will end in fmoke; though there 
feems to be a ftorm brewing in the quarter of 
Mrs. Tabby, who fat with ail the fullen dignity 
of filence at dinner, feemingly pregnant with

Vol. I. R com-



258 The Expedition of

complaint and expoftulation. As ihe hath cer
tainly marked Barton for her own prey, ihe 
cannot pofiibly favour his fuit to Liddy, and the
refore I exp^ fomething extraordinary will at
tend his declaring himfelf my filter’s admirer. 
This declaration will certainly be made in form* 
as foon as the lover can pick up refolation enou
gh to Hand the brunt of Mrs. Tabby’s difappoint. 
ment; for he is, without doubt, aware of her 
defigns upon his perfon.-------The particulars of 
the denouement you fhall know in due feafon: 
mean while I am

always^yours,

London, lune io. J. Melford.

To Dr. Lewis.

Dear Lewis,

i THE deceitful calm was of ihort duration. 
I am plunged again in a fea of vexation , and the 
complaints in my ftomach and bowels are return
ed; fo that I fuppofe I iliall be difabled from 
profecuting the excurfion I had planned—What 
the devil had I to do, to come a plague hunting 
with a leafli of females in my train? Yefterday 
my precious filler (who, by the bye, has been

for
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for fome time a profeffed Methodift) came into 
my apartment, attended by Mr. Barton, and 
defired an audience with a very ftately air------ . 
“Brother, (faid fhe) this gentleman has fome- 
“ thing to propofe, which I flatter myfelf, will 
0be the more acceptable, as it will rid you of a 
“trouhlefome companion.” Then Mr. Barton 
proceeded to this effect------ “ I am, indeed, ex-
“tremely ambitious of being allied to your fa- 
“ mily, Mr. Bramble, and I hope you will fee 
“no caufe to interpofe your authority-------” “As 
“for authority, (faid Tabby, interrupting him 
“with fome warmth) I know of none that he 
“has a right to ufe on this occafion------ If I pay 
“him the compliment of making him acquainted 
“with the ftep I intend to take, it is all he can 
“ expect in reafon-—This is as much as I believe 
“ he would do by me, if he intended to change 
“his own fituation in life—In a word, brother, 
“I am fo fenfible of Mr. Barton’s extraordinary 
“merit, that I have been prevailed upon to alter 
“ my refolution of living a fingle life, and to put 
“my happinefs in his hands, by veiling him 
‘‘with a legal title to my perfon and fortune, 
“fuch as they are. The bufinefe at prefent, is 
“to have the writings drawn, and I fhall' be 
“obliged -to you, if you will recommend a 
“lawyer to me for that purpofe.----- ”

You may guefs what an efieft this ouverture 
had upon me, who, from the information of 
my nephew, expected that Barton was to make

Ra a 
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a formal declaration of his paffion for Liddy; I 
could not help g2$ing in filent aftonilhment, al
ternately at Tabby and her fuppofed admirer, 
which laft h«ng his head in the moft' auk ward 
confufion for a few minutes, and then retired, 
on pretence of being fuddenly feized with a ver
tigo.------ Mrs. Tabitha affefted much concern, 
and would have had him make ufe of a bed in 
the houfe; but he inlifted upon going home, that 
he might have recourfe to fome drops, which he 
kept for fuch emergencies, and his inamorata ac- 
quiefced.—In the mean time I was exceedingly 
puzzled at this adventure, (tho’ I fufpe&ed the 
truth) and did not know in what manner to de
mean myfelf towards Mrs. Tabitha, when Jery 
came in and told me, he had juft feen Mr. Barton 
alight from his chariot at lady Grilkin's door.__ 
This incident feemed to threaten a vifit from her * 
ladylhip, with which we were honoured accord
ingly, in lefs than half an hour-------“I find (faid 
“fhe) there has been a match of crofs purpofes 
“among you, good folks; and I’m come to fet 
“you to rights-----So faying, the prefented 
me with the following billet:

“Dear Sir,
“I no fooner recolle&ed myfelf from the ex- 

“treme confufion I was thrown into, by that 
“unlucky miftake of your After, than I thought 
“it my duty to allure you, that my devoirs to 
“Mrs. Bramble never exceeded the bounds of or- 

“ dinary
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“ dinary civility, and that my heart is unalterab- 
“ ly fixed upon Mifs Liddy Melford, as I had the 
“honour to declare to her brother, when he 
“queftioned me upon that fubjeft.—Lady Grilkin 
“ has been fo good as to charge herfelf, not on- 
“ ly with the delivery of this note, but alfo 
“with the talk of undeceiving Mrs. Bramble, for 
“ whom I have the moft profound refpeft and 
“ veneration, though my affeftion being other* 
“ wife engaged, is no longer in the power of, 
“ Sir,

“Your very humble fervant, 
“Ralph Barton.”

Having caft my eyes over this billet, I told 
her ladyfliip that I would no longer retard the 
friendly office fhe had undertaken; and I and 
Jery forthwith retired into another room. There 
we foon perceived the converfation grow very 
warm betwixt the two ladies; and, at length, 
could diftin&ly hear certain terms of altercation, 
which we could no longer delay interrupting, 
with any regard to decorum. When we enter
ed the fcene of contention, we found Liddy had 
joined the difputants, and flood trembling betwixt 
them, as if ihe bad been afraid they would ha
ve proceeded to fomething more practical than 
words------ Lady Griikin’s face was like the full 
moon in a ftorm of wind, glaring, fiery, and 
portentous; while Tabby looked grim and 
ghaftly, with an afpeft breathing difcord and

R 3 fiif-
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difmay.------ Our appearance put a flop to their 
mutual revilings; but her ladyfhip turning to me, 
“Coufin, (faid Am,) I can’t help faying I have 
“met with a very ungrateful return from this la- 
“dy, for the pains 1 have taken to ferve her fa- 
“miiy.----- “My family is much obliged to 
“your ladyfliip, (cried Tabby, with a kind of 
“hyfterical giggle) but we have no right to the 
“good offices of fuch an honourable go-between.’’

But, for all that, good Mrs. Tabitha Bramble, 
‘(refumed the other) I fhall be content with the 
reflection, that virtue is its own reward; 

“and it fliall not be my fault, if you continue to 
“make yourfelf ridiculous------ Mr. Bramble, who 
“has no little intereft of his own to ferve, will, 
“no doubt, contribute all in his power to pro- 
“ mote a match betwixt Mr. Barton and his niece, 

which will be equally honourable and advanta-> 
“geous; and, I dare fay, Mifs Liddy herfelf 
“will have no objection to a meafure fo well cal- 
“culated to make her happy in life.’’------ “I beg 
“your ladyfliip’s pardon, (exclaimed Liddy, with 
“great vivacity) I have nothing but mifery to 
“expeCt from fuch a meafure; and I hope my 
“guardians will have too much companion, to 
“barter my peace of mind for any confideration 
“of intereft or fortune.”-------“Upon my word, 
“Mifs Liddy I (faid flie) you have profited by 
“the example of your good aunt------ 1 com- 
“prehend your meaning, and will explain it 
“ when I have a proper opportunity-— In the

mean
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“mean time, I fhall take my leave------ Madam, 
“your moft obedient, and devoted humble fer- 
“ vantfaid fhe, advancing clofe up to my fig. 
ter, and courtefying fo low , that I thought flie 
intended to fquat herfelf down on the floor 
This falutation Tabby returned with equal fo- 
lemnity; and the expreffion of the two faces, 
while they continued in this attitude, would be 
no bad fubjeft for a pencil like that of the incom
parable Hogarth, if any fuch fhould ever appear 
again, in thefe times of dulnefs and degeneracy. 

Jery accompanied her ladyfliip to her houfe, 
that he might have an opportunity to reftore the 
etuis to Barton, and advife him to give up his 
fuit, which was fo difagreeable to his filter, 
againft whom, however, he returned much iri- 
tated.------Lady Grilkin had allured him, that 
Liddy’s heart was pre-occupied; and immedia
tely the idea of Wilfon recurring to his imagina
tion, his family-pride took the alarm—He denoun
ced vengeance againft that adventurer, and was 
difpofed to be very peremptory with his After; 
but I defired he would fupprefs his refentment, 
until I ihould have talked with her in private.

The poor girl, when I earneftly prefled her 
on this head, owned, with a flood of tears, that 
Wilfon had a&ually come to the Hot-Well at Bri- 
ftol, and even introduced himfelf into our lod
gings as a Jew pedlar ; but that nothing had paf- 
fed betwixt them further, than her begging him 
to withdraw immediately, if he had any regard

R 4 for
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for her peace of mind : that he had difappeared 
accordingly, after having attempted to prevail 
upon my lifter’s maid to deliver a letter; which 
however, toe refufed to receive, though toe had 
confented to carry a meflage, importing that he 
was a gentleman of a good family, and that in a 
very little time, he would avow his paffion in 
that character------ She confelTed, that although 
be had not kept his word in that particular, he 
was not yet altogether indiffeient to her affec
tion; but folemnly promifed, fhe would never 
carry on any correfpondence with him, or any 
other admirer, for the future, without the privity 
and approbation of her brother and me.

By this declaration, fhe made her own peace 
with Jery; but the hot-headed boy is more than 
ever incenfed againft Wilton, whom he now’ 
confiders as an impoftor, that harbours fome in- , 
famous defign upon the honour of his family------ . 
As for Barton, he was not a little mortified to 
find his prefent returned, and his addreffes fo 
unfavourably received; but he is not a man to 
be deeply affefted by fuch disappointments; and 
I know not whether he is not as well pleafed at 
being difcarded by Liddy, as he would have 
been with a permiffion to profecute his preten- 
fions, at the rifque of being every day expofed 
to the revenge or machinations of Tabby, who 
is not to be flighted with impunity.—■—I had 
not much time to moralize on thefe occurrences; 
for the houfe was vifited by a conftable and his

gang,
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gang, with a warrant from juftice Buzzard, to 
fearch the box of Humphry Clinker, my foot
man, who was juft apprehended as a highway
man This incident threw the whole family 
into confufion. My After fcolded the conftable 
for prefuming to enter the lodgings of a gentle
man on fuch an errand, without having firft as
ked and obtained permifiion; her maid wasz 
frightened into fits, and Liddy fhed tears of 
compaffion for the unfortunate Clinker, in whofe 
box, however, nothing was found to confirm 
the fufpicion of robbery.

For my own part, I made no doubt of the 
fellow’s being miftaken for fome other perfon, 
and I went direftly to the juftice, in order to 
procure his difcharge; but there I found the mat
ter much more ferious than I expefted Poor 
Clinker ftood trembling at the bar, furrounded 
by thief-takers; and, at a little diftance, a thick, 
fquat fellow, a poftillion, his accufer, who had 
feized him in the ftreet, and fwore pofitively to 
his perfon, that the faid Clinker had, on the 15th 
day of March laft, on Blackheath, robbed a gent
leman in a poft-chaife, which he (the poftillion) 
drove------ This depofition was fufficient to jus
tify his commitment, and he was fent accord- 
ingly to Clerkenwell prifon, whither Jery ac
companied him in the coach, in order to recom
mend him properly to the keeper, that he may 
want for no convenience which the place affords.

R 5 The
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The fpeftators, who aflembled to fee this 
high-wayman, were fagacious enough to difcern 
fometbing very villainous in bis afpedt; which 
(begging their pardon) is the very pifture of 
fnnplicity; and the juftice himfelf put a very 
unfavourable conftruftion upon fome of his an- 
fwers, which, he faid, favoured of the ambigui
ty and equivocation of an old offender; but, in 
my opinion, it would have been more juft and 
humane to impute them to the confufion into 
which we may fuppofe a poor country lad to be 
thrown on fuch an occafion. I am ftill perfuaded 
he is innocent; and, in this perfuafion, I can 
do no lefs than ufe my utmoft endeavours that 
he may not be oppreffed------ 1 fhall, to-morrow, 
fend my nephew to wait on the gentleman who 
was robbed, and beg he will have the humanity 
to' go and fee the prifoner; that, in cafe he 
ihould find him quite different from the perfon of 
the highwayman, he may bear teftimony in his 
behalf----- -Howfoever it may fare with Clinker, 
this curfed affair will be to me produftive of in
tolerable chagrin------ 1 have already caught a 
dreadful cold, by ruffling into the open air from 
the juftice’s parlour, where I had been ftewing 
in the crowd; and though I fhould not be laid 
up with the gout, as I believe I fliall, I muft 
flay at London for fome weeks, till this poor 
devil comes to his trial at Rochefter; fo that, in 
all probability, my Northern expedition is blown 
np.

If
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If you can find any thing in your philofopbical 
budget, to confole me in the midft of thefe dis- 
trefles and apprehenfions, pray let it be commu
nicated to

Your unfortunate friend,

London, June 12. Matt. Bramble.

•To Sir Watkin Phillips of Jefus
College, Oxon.

Dear Wat,

THE farce is finifhed, and another piece of 
a graver caft brought upon the ftage.____ Our 
aunt made a defperate attack upon Barton, who 
had no other way of faving himfelf, but by leav
ing her in poflefiion of the field, and avowing 
his pretenfions to Liddy, by whom he has been 
rejected in his turn. Lady-Grilkin afted as his 
advocate and agent on this occhfion, with fuch 
zeal as embroiled her with Mrs. Tabitha, and a 
high fcene of altercation pafled betwixt thefe two 
religionifts, which might have come to aftion, 
had not my uncle interpofed. They are, how
ever, reconciled, in confequence of an event 
which hath involved us all in trouble and dis
quiet. You muft know, the poor preacher,

Hum-
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Humphry Clinker, is now exercifing his miniftry 
among the felons in Clerkenwell prifon.-------A 
poftillion having fworn a robbery againft him, no 
bail could be taken, and he was committed to 
gaol, notwithftanding all the remonftrances and 
intereft my uncle could make in his behalf.

All things confidered, the poor fellow cannot 
poflibly be guilty, and yet, I believe, he runs 
fome rifque of being hanged.------ Upon his exa
mination, he anfwer'ed with fuch hefitation and 
referve, as perfuaded inoft of the people, who 
crowded the place, that he was really a knave, 
and the juftice’s remarks confirmed their opinion. 
Exclufive of my uncle and myfelf, there was 
only one perfon who feemed inelined to favour 
the culprit------ He was a young man, well dref- 
fed, and from the manner in which he crofs- 
examined the evidence, we took it for granted-/ 
that he was a ftudent in one of the inns of court 
... He freely checked the juftice for fome un
charitable inferences he made to the prejudice of 
the prifoner, and even ventured to difpute with 
his worfhip on certain points of law.

My uncle, provoked at the unconnected and 
dubious anfwers of Clinker, w’ho feemed in dan
ger of falling a facrifice to his own ftmplicity, 
exclaimed, “In the name of God, if you are in- 
“ nocent, fay fo.” “No, (cried he) God for- 
“ bid that I Ihould call myfelf innocent, while 
“my confcience is burdened with fin.” “What 
“ then, you did commit this robbery ? ’S refum

ed 
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ed his mafter. “No, fore, (faid he) bleffed be 
“the Lord, I’m free of that guilt.”

Here the juftice interpofed, obferving, 'that 
the man feemed inclined to make a difcovery by 
turning kings evidence, and defired the clerk to 
take his confeffion; upon which Humphry declar
ed, that he looked upon confefiion to be a po- 
pifh fraud, invented by the whore of Babylon. 
The Templar affirmed, that the poor fellow was 
non compos; and exhorted the juftice to difchar- 
ge him as lunatic. “ You know very well (ad- 
“ ded he) that the robbery in queftion was not 
“committed by the prifoner.”

The thief-takers grinned at one another; and 
Mr. Juftice Buzzard replied with great emotion, 
“ Mr. Martin, I defire you will mind your own 
<c bufinefs ; I fhall convince you one of thefe days 
“that I underftand mine.” In fhort, there was 
no remedy; the mittimus was made out, and 
poor Clinker fent to prifon in a hackney-coach, 
guarded by the conftable, and accompanied by 
your humble fervant. By the way, I was not 
a little furprifed to hear this retainer to juftice bid 
the prifoner to keep up his fpirits, for that he 
did not at all doubt, but that he would get off 
for a few weeks confinement------ He faid, his 
worlhip knew very well that Clinker was inno
cent of the fact, and that the real highwayman, 
who robbed the chaife, was no other than that 
very individual Mr. Martin, who had pleaded fo 
ftrenuoufly for honeft Humphry.

Con-
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Confounded at this information, I afked, “Why 
“then is he faffered to go about at his liberty, 
“ and this poor innocent fellow treated as a male- 
“fa&or?” “We have exaft intelligence of all 
“ Mr. Martin’s tranfa&ions; (faid he) but as yet 
<c there is not evidence fufficient for his convic- 
“tionj and as for this young man, the juftice 

, “could do no lefs than commit him, as the pos- 
“ tillion fwore point-blank to his identity.” “So 
“if this rafcally poftillion fliould perfift in the 
“ falfity to which he has fworn , (faid I) this in- 
‘‘nocent lad may be brought to the gallows.”

The conftable obferved, that he would have 
time enough to prepare for his trial and might 
prove an alibis or, perhaps, Martin might be 
apprehended and convifted for another faft; in 
■which cafe, he might be prevailed upon to take 
this affair upon himfelf; or, finally, if thefe 
chances fliould fail, and the evidence ftand good 
againft Clinker, the jury might recommend him 
to mercy, in confideration of his youth, efpe- 
cially if this fliould appear to be the firft faft of 
■which he had been guilty.

Humphry owned he could not pretend to re- 
colleft where he had been on the day when the 
'robbery was committed, much lefs prove a cir- 
cumftance of that kind fo far back as fix months, 
though he knew he had been fick of the fever 
and ague, which, however, did not prevent 
him from going about------ then, turning up bis 
eyes, he ejaculated, “The Lord’s will be done! 

“if
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“if it be my fate to ffifter, I hope I fhall not 
“ difgrace the faith , of which, though unworthy, 
“I make profeffion.”

When I expreffed my furprife, that the accu- 
fer fhould perfift in charging Clinker, without 
taking the leaft notice of the real robber, who 
flood before him, and to whom, indeed, Hum
phry bore not the fmalleft reffemblance; the con
ftable (who was himfelf a thief-taker) gave me 
to underftand, that Mr. Martin was the beft qua
lified for bufinefs of all the gentlemen on the 
road he had ever known; that he had always a&- 
ed on his own bottom, whithout partner or cor- 
refpondent, and never went to work, but when 
he was cool and fober; that his courage and pre
fence of mind never failed him; that his addrefs 
was genteel, and his behaviour void of all cruel
ty and infolence; that he never encumbered him
felf with watches or trinkets, nor even with 
bank-notes, but always dealt for ready money, 
and that in the current coin of the kingdom; and 
that he could difguife himfelf and his horfe in 
fuch a manner, that, after the a&ion, it was 
impoffible to recognize either the one or the 
other-—-“This great man (faid he) has reigned 
“ paramount in all the roads within fifty miles of 
“London above fifteen months, and has done more 
“bufinefs in that time, than all the reft of the 
“profeffion put together; for thofe who pafs 
“through his hands are fo delicately dealt with, 
“ that they have no defire to give him the leaft

“ dis-
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“difturbance; but for all that, his race is almoft 
“run------ he is now fluttering about juftice, like 
“a moth about a candle------ there are fo many 
“lime-twigs laid in his way, that I’ll bet a cool 
“hundred, he fwings before Chriftmas.”

Shall I own to you, that this portrait, drawn 
by a ruffian, heightened by what I myfelf had 
obferved in his deportment, has interefted me 
warmly in the fate of poor Martin, whom Na
ture feems to have intended for a ufeful and ho
nourable member of that community upon which 
he now preys for fubfiftence ? It feems he lived 
fome time as a clerk to a timber merchant, whofe 
daughter Martin having privately married, was 
difcarded, and his wife turned out of doors. 
She did not long furvive her marriage; and Mar
tin, turning fortune-hunter, could not fupply his 
occafions any other way, than by taking the 
road, in which he has travelled hitherto with 
uncommon fuccefs.------ He pays his refpefts re
gularly to Mr. Juftice Buzzard, the thief-catcber- 
general of this metropolis, and fometimes they 
fmoke a pipe together very lovingly, when the 
converfation generally turns upon the nature of 
evidence;------------- The juftice has given him fair
warning to take care of himfelf, and he has re
ceived his caution in good part.------ Hitherto he 
has baffled all the vigilance, art, and aftivity of 
Buzzard and his emiffliries, with fuch conduft 
as would have done honour to the genius of a 
Csefar or a Turenne; but he has one weaknefs, 

which 
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which has proved fatal to all the heroes of his 
tribe, namely, an indifcreet devotion to the 
fairfex, and, in all probability, he will be at
tacked on this defencelefs quarter.

Be that as it may, I faw the body of poor 
Clinker configned to the gaoler of Clerkenwell, 
to whofe indulgence I recommended him fo ef- 
feftually, that he received him in the moft hof- 
pitable wanner, though there was a neceflity for 
equipping him with a fait of irons, in which he 
made a very rueful appearance. The poor crea
ture feemedi as much affefted by my uncle’s kind- 
nefs, as by his own misfortune. When I allur
ed him, that nothing fliould be left undone for 
procuring his enlargement, and making his con
finement eafy in the mean time, he fell down 
on his knees, and killing my hand, which he 
bathed with his tears, “O’fquire! (cried he, 
“ fobbing) what fhall I fay ? — I can’t—no , I 
“can’t fpeak—my poor heart is burfting with 
“gratitude to you and my dear------dear—ge-
“nerous—noble benefa&or.,,

I proteft, the fcene became fo pathetic, that 
I was fain to force myfelf away, and returned to 
my uncle, who fent me in the afternoon with a 
compliment to one Mr Mead, the perfon who 
had been robbed on Blackheath. As I did not 
find him at home, I left a meflage, in confe- 
quence of which he called at our lodgings this 
morning, and very humanely agreed to vifit the 
prifoner. By this time, lady Grilkin had come

Vol. I. S to
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to make her formal compliments of condolence 
to Mrs Tabitha, on this domeftic calamity: and 
that prudent maiden, whofe paffion was now 
cooled, thought proper to receive ner ladyfhip 
fo civilly, that a reconciliation immediately en- 
fued. Thefe two ladies refolved to comfort the 
poor prifoner in their own perfons, .and Mr 
Mead and I ’fquired them to Clerkenwell,'my 
uncle being detained at home by fome flight com
plaints in his ftomach and bowels.

The turnkey, who received us at Clerken
well, looked remarkably fallen; and when we 
enquired for Clinker, “I don’t care if the devil 
“had him; (faid he) here has been nothing but 
“canting and praying fince the fellow entered 
« the place-------Rabbit him I the tap will be ruin- 
“ ed—we han’t fold a calk of beer, nor a do- 
“zen of wine, fince he paid his garnifli—the * 
“gentlemen get drunk with nothing but your 
“damned religion.-------For my part, I believe 
“as how your man deals with the devil.— Two 
“ or three as bold hearts as ever took the air 
^upon Hounflow, have been blubbering all 
“night; and if the fellow an’t fpeedily removed 
“by Habeas Corpus, or otherwife, I’ll be dam- 
“n’d if there’s a grain of true fpirit left within 
“thefe walls—we {han't have a foul to do credit 
“to the place, or make his exit like a trueborn 
“Englilhman—damn my eyes! there will be no- 
“ thing but fnivelling in the cart—we fhall all 
“die like fo many pfalm-finging weavers.”

In
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In fliort, we found that Humphry was, at 
that very inftant, haranguing the felons in the 
chapel; and that the gaoler’s wife and daughter, 
together with my aunt’s woman, Win* Jenkins, 
and our houfe-maid, were among their audience, 
which we immediately joined. I never faw any 
thing fo ftrongly pi&urefque as this congrega
tion of felons clanking their chains, in the midft 
of whom Rood orator Clinker, expatiating, in 
a tranfport of fervour, on the torments of hell, 
denounced in fcripture againft evil-doers, com
prehending murderers, robbers, thieves, and 
whoremongers. The variety of attention exhi- 
bided in the faces of thofe ragamuffins, formed 
a groupe that would not have difgraced the pen
cil of a Raphael. In one it denoted admiration; 
in another, doubt; in a third, difdain; in a 
fourth contempt; in a fifth, terror; in a fixth, 
derifion; and in a feventh , indignation.—As for 
Mrs Winifred Jenkins, fhe was in tears, over
whelmed With forrow; but whether for her own 
iins, or the misfortune of Clinker, I cannot pre
tend to fay. The other females feemed to liften 
with a mixture of wonder and devotion. The 
gaoler’s wife declared he was a faint in trouble, 
faying, flie wilhed from her heart, there was 
fuch another good foul, like him, in every gaol 
in England.

Mr Mead, having earneftly furveyed the1 
preacher, declared his appearance was fo diffe
rent from that of the perfon who robbed him on

S 2 Black-
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Blackheath, that he could freely make oath he 
was not the man: But Humphry himfelf was 
by this time pretty well rid of all apprehenfions 
of being hanged; for he had been the night be
fore folemnly tried and acquitted by his fellow 
prifoners, fome of whom he had already con
verted to Methodifm. He now made proper 
acknowledgements for the honour of our vifit, 
and was permitted to kifs the hands of the la
dies , who affured him, he might depend upon 
their friendfhip and proteftion. Lady Grilkin, 
in her great zeal, exhorted his fellow-prifoners 
to profit by the precious opportunity of having 
fuch a faint in bonds among them, and turn 
over a new leaf for the benefit of their poor 
fouls; and, that her admonition might have the 
greater effect, ihe reinforced it with her bounty.

While file and Mrs Tabby returned in the 
coach with the two maid fervants, I waited on 
Mr Mead to the hotife of juftice Buzzard, who, 
having heard his declaration, faid his oath could 
be of no ufe at prefent, but that it would be a 
material evidence for the prifoner at his trial; fo 
that there feems to be no remedy but patience 
for poor Clinker; and, indeed, the fame virtue, 
or medicine, will be necefiary for us all, the 
’fquire in particular, who had fet his heart upon 
his excurfion to the northward.

While we were vifiting honeft: Humphry in 
Clerkenwell prifon, my uncle received a much 
more extraordinary Vifit at his own lodgings. 

Mr
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Mr Martin, of whom I have made fuch honour
able mention, defired permiffion to pay him 
his refpefts, and was admitted accordingly. 
He told him, that having obferved him, at Mr 
Buzzard’s, a good deal difturbed by what had 
happened to his fervant, he hpd come to affure 
him he had nothing to apprehend for Clinker’s 
life; for, if it was poflible that ahy jury could 
find him guilty upon fuch evidence, he, Martin 
himfelf, would produce in court a perfon, who- 
fe depofition would bring him off clear as the 
fun at noon.——Sure, the fellow would not be fo 
romantic as to take the robbery upon himfelf!— 
He faid the poftillion was an infamous fellow, 
who had been a dabbler in the fame profeflion, 
and faved his life at the Oid Bailey by impeaching 
his companions; that being now’, reduced to 
great poverty, he had made this defperate pufli, 
to fwear away the life of an innocent man, in 
hopes of having the reward upon hi.s conviftion; 
but that he would find himfelf miferably difap- 
pointed, for the juftice and his myrmidons were 
determined to admit of no interloper in this 
branch of bufinefs; and that he did not at all 
doubt but that they would find matter enough 
to ftop the evidence himfelf before the next gaol- 

. delivery. He affirmed, that all thefe circum- 
ftances were well known to the juftice; and 
that his feverity to Clinker was no other than a 
hint to his matter to make him a prefent in pri-

S 3 vate,
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vate, as an acknowledgement of his candour and 
humanity.

This hint, however, was fo unpalatable to 
Mr Bramble, that he declared, with great 
warmth, he would rather confine himfelf for life 
to London, which he detefted, than be at liber
ty to leave it to-morrow, in confequence of 
encouraging corruption in a magiftrate. Hear
ing, however, how favourable Mr Mead’s re
port had been for the prifoner, he is refolved to 
taKe the advice of counfel in what manner to 
proceed for his immediate enlargement. I make 
no doubt, but that in a day or two this trouble- 
fome bufinefs may be difcuffed; and in this hope 
we are preparing for our journey. If our en
deavours do not mifcarry, we fhall have taken 
the field before you hear again from

Yours,

London, June n. J. Melford.

To Dr. Lewis.

THANK Heaven! dear Lewis, the clouds 
are difperfed, and I have now the cleared pro- 
fpeft of my fummer campaign, which, I hope, 
I fhall be able to begin to-morrow. |I took the 
advice of courffel, with refpeft to the cafe of 
Clinker, in whofe favour a lucky incident has

« x inter
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intervened. The fellow who accufed him, has 
had his own battery turned upon himfelf.-—Two 
days ago, he was apprehended fora robbery 
on the high way, and committed on the eviden
ce of an accomplice.— Clinker, having moved for 
a writ of habeas corpus, was brought before the 
lord chief juftice, who, in confequence of an 
affidavit of the gentleman who had been robbed, 
importing that the faid Clinker was not the per
fon who flopped him on the high-way, as well 
as in confideration of the poftillion’s character 
and- prefent circumftances, was pleafed to order, 
that my fervant ffiould be admitted to bail; and 
he has been difcharged accordingly, to the un- 
fpeakable fatisfa&ion of our whole family, to 
which he has recommended himfelf in an extra
ordinary manner, not only by his obliging de- 
'portment, but by his talents of preaching, pray
ing, and fmging pfalms, which be has exercifed 
with fuch efleft, that even Tihby refpe&s him 
as a chofen veflel. If there was any thing like 
affectation pr hypocrify in this excefs of reli
gion, I would not keep him in my fervice; but, 
fo far as I can obferve, the fellow’’s character is 
downright fimplicity, warmed with a kind of 
enthufiafm, which renders him very fufceptible 
of gratitude and attachment to his benefactors.

As he is an excellent horfeman, and under- 
ftands farriery, I have bought a flout gelding for 
his ufe, that he may attend us on the road, and 
have an eye to our cattle, in cafe the coachman

S 4 fhould
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fliould not mind his bufinefs. My nephew, 
who is to ride his own faddle-horfe, has taken, 
upon trial, a fervant juft come from abroad with 
his former matter, Sir William Strollop, who 
vouches for his honefty. The fellow, whofe 
name is Dutton, feems to be a petitmaitre—He 
has got a fmattering of French, bows, and 
grins, and fhrugs, and takes fnuff a la mode 
de France, but values himfelf chiefly upon his 
&ill and dexterity in hair-dreffing«—If I am not 
much deceived by appearance, he is, in all re- 
fpe&s, the very contraft of Humphry Clinker.

My lifter has made up matters with lady 
Grilkin; though, I mutt own, I Ihould not 
have been forry to fee that connection entirely 
deftroyed; but Tabby is not of a difpofition to 
forgive Barton, who, I underftand, is gone to 
his feat in Berklhire for the fummer feafon. I 
cannot help fufpeCting, that in the treaty of pea
ce , which has been lately ratified betwixt thofe 
two females, it is ftipulated, that her ladyfhip 
ihall ufe her beft endeavours to provide an agree
able helpmate for our fifter Tabitha, who 
feems to be quite defperate in her matrimonial 
defigns. Perhaps, the match maker is to have 
a valuable confideration in the way of brokerage, 
which file will moft certainly deferve, if fhe 
can find any man in his fenfes, who will yoke 
with Mrs Bramble from motives of affeftiou or 
intereft.

I find



Humphry Clinker. sgi

I find my fpirits and tny health affeft each 
other reciprocally  —that is to fay, every thing 
that difcompofes my mind, produces a corre- 
fpondent diforder in my body; and tny bodily 
complaints are remarkably mitigated by thofe 
confiderations that diffipate the clouds of men
tal chagrin-------The imprifonment of Clinker 
brought on thofe fymptoms which I mentioned in 
my laft, and now they are vanilhed at his dif- 
charge.—It mart be owned , indeed , I took fo- 
me of the tinfture of ginfeng, prepared accord
ing to your prefcription, and found it exceed
ingly grateful to the ftomach; but the pain and 
ficknefs continued to return, after fhort intervals, 
till the anxiety of my mind was entirely remov
ed , and then I found myfelf perfectly at eafe. 
We have had fair weather thefe ten days, to the 
aftonilhment of the Londoners, who think it 
portentous. If you enjoy the fame indulgence 
in Wales, I hope Barns has got my hay made, 
and fafe cocked, by this time. As we Ihall be 
in motion for fome weeks, I cannot expert to 
hear from you as ufual; but I Ihall continue to 
write from every place at which we make any 
halt, that you may know our traft, in cafe it 
Ihould be neceftary to communicate any thing 
to

Your allured friend,

London, June 14. Matt. Bramble.

S 5 To
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To Mrs. Mary Jo n e s, at Brambleton-hall. 

dear nary,
HAVING the occafion of my coufin Jenkins 

of Aberga’ny, I fend you, as a token, a tur- 
key-fhell comb, a kiple of yards of green ribbon, 
and a farment upon the nothingnefs of good 
works, which was preached in the Tabernacle; 
and you will alfo receive a horn-buck for Saul, 
whereby Hie may learn her letters; for I’m 
much confarned about the ftate of her poor fo
ie-.......and what are all the purfuits of this life 
to the confarns of that immortal part?----- What 
is life-but a veil of affliction ?------ 0 Mary! the
whole family have been in firch a conftipation! 
—Mr Clinker has been in trouble, but the gates 
of hell have not been able to prevail againft 
him.-------His virtue is like poor gould feven 
times tried in the fire. He was tuck up for a 
robbery , and had before guftafs Bufshard , who 
made his mittamoufe; and the pore youth was 
fent to prifon upon the falfe oaf of a willian, 
that wanted to fware his life away for the looker 
of cain.

The ’fquire did all in his power, but could 
not prevent his being put in chains, and confined 
among common manufaftors , where he ftud like 
an innocent fheep in the midft of wolves and ty- 
gers.-------Lord knows what mought have happe

ned
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red to this pyehoufe young man, if matter bad 
not applied to Apias Korkus, who lives with 
the ouid .bailiff, and is, they fay, five hundred 
years ould, (God blefs us !) and a congeror: 
but, if he be, fare I am he don’t deal with the 
devil, otherwife he wouldn’t have fought out 
Mr Clinker as he did, in fpite of ftone walls, 
iron bolts, and double locks, that flew open at 
his command : for Ould Scratch has not a greater 
enemy upon hearth than Mr Clinker, who is, 
indeed, a very powerful labourer in the Lord’s vi
neyard. I do no more than yufe the words of 
my good lady, who has got the infe&ual cal
ling; and, I truft, that even myfelf, though un
worthy , fliall find greafe to be excepted—Mifs * 
Liddy has been touch’d to the quick, but is a 
little timorfome : howfomever, I make no doubt, 
but file and all of us, will be brought, by the 
endeavours of Mr Clinker, to produce blefled - 
fruit of generation and repentance------ As for 
matter and the young ’fquire, they have as yet 
had narro glimpfe of the new light.------ 1 doubt 
as how their harts are hardened by worldly wif- 
dom, which, as the pyebill faith, is fooliflmefs 
in the fight of God.

O Mary Jones, pray without feizing for grea- . 
fe to prepare you for the operations of this won
derful inftrument, which, I hope, will be ex- 
orcifed this winter upon you and others at Bram- 
bleton-hall.-------To-morrow, we are to fet out 
in a cox and four for Yorkshire; and I believe,

we
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we fhall travel that way far, and far, and farther 
than I can tell; but I fhan’t go fo far as to forget 
my friends; and Mary Jones will always be re
membered as one of them by her

Humble farvant,
I

London, June 15. Win-. Jen kin s.

To Mrs. Gwi 111 m, Houfe-keeper, at 
Brambleton-hall.

MRS GWI1LIM,
I CAN’T help thinking it very ftrange, that 

I never had an’ anfwer to the letter I wrote you 
fome weeks ago from Bath, concerning the four 
bear, the gander, and the maids eating butter, 
which I won’t allow to be wafted—We are now 
going upon a long gurney to the North , where
by I defire you will redouble your care and cir
cumflexion, that the family may be well man- 
ged in our abfence; for, you know , you muft 
render accunt, not only to your earthly mafter, 
but alfo to him that is above: and if you are 
found a good and faithful farvant, great will 
be your reward in haven. I hope there will be 
twenty ftun of cheefe ready for market by the 
time I get huom, and as much owl fpun, as 
will make half a dozen pair of blankets; and that 
the favings of the butter-milk will fetch me a 

good
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good penny before Martinmafs, as the two pigs 
are to be fed for baking with bitchmafif and 
acrons.

I wrote to doctor Lewis for the fame porpufs, 
but he never had the good manners to take the 
leaft notice of my letter; for which reafon, I 
fhall never favour him with another, though he 
befbits me on his bended knees. You will do 
well to keep a watchfull eye over the hind 
Vihiams, who is one of his amiflbries, and, I 
believe, no better than he fhould beat bottom. 
God forbid that I fhould lack Chriftian charity; 
but charity begins at huom, and fure nothing 
can be a more charitable work than to rid the fa
mily of fuch vermin. I do fuppofe, that the 
brindled cow has been had to the parfon’s bull, 
that old Moll has had another litter of pigs, and 
that Dick is become a mighty moufer. Pray 
order every thing for the beft, and be frugal, 
and keep the maids to their labour.—If I had a 
private opportunity, I would fend them fome 
hymns to ling inftead of profane ballads; but, as 
I can’t, they and you muft be contented with 
the prayers of

Your allured friend,

London, June 14. T. Bramble.

To
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To Sir W a t k i n Phillips, Bart, of Jefus 
College, Oxon.

Dear Phillips,
THE very day after I wrote my laft, Clinker 

was fet at liberty—As Martin had foretold , the 
accufer was himfelf committed for a robbery, 
upon urrqueftionable evidence. He had been for 
fome time in the fnares of the thief-taking focie- 
ty; who, refenting his prefumption in attempt
ing to incroach upon their monopoly of im
peachment, had him taken up and committed to 
Newgate, on the depofition of an accomplice, 

i who has been admitted as evidence for the king.
The poftillion being upon record as an old often- , 
der, the chief juftice made no fcruple of admit
ting -Clinker to bail, when he perufed the affida
vit of Mr Mead, importing that the faid Clinker 
was not the perfon that robbed him on Black
heath; and honeft Humphry was difcharged— 
When he came home, he exprefted great eager- 
nefs to pay his refpe&s to his mafter, and here 
his elocution failed him, but his filence was pa
thetic; he fell down at his feet, and embraced 
his knees, fhedding a flood of tears, which my 
uncle did not fee without emotion—He took 
fnuff in fome confufion; and, putting his hand 
in his pocket, gave him his bleffing in fome- 
thiug more fubftantial than words------ “ Clinker, 

z---------------------“ (faid
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“(faid he) I am fo well convinced, both of your 
“ honefty and courage, that si am refolved to 
“make you my life-guard-man on the highway.”

He was accordingly provided with a cafe 
of piftols, and a carbine to be flung acrofs' his 
flioulders; and every other preparation being 
made, we fet out laft Thurfday, at feven in the 
morning; my uncle, with the three women in 
the coach; Humphry well mounted on a black 
gelding bought for his ufe; myfelf a-horfeback, 
attended by my new valet, Mr Dutton, an ex
ceeding coxcomb, frefh from his travels, whom 
I have taken upon trial-------The fellow wears 
a folitaire, ufes paint, and takes rappee with 
all the grimace of a French marquis. At pre
fent, however, he is in a riding-drefs, jack
boots , leather’ breeches, a fcarlet waiftcoat, 
with gold binding, a laced hat, a hanger, a 
French pofting-whip in his hand, and his hair 
en queue, •

Before we had gone nine miles, my borfe 
loft one of his ihoes; fo that I was obliged to 
ftop at Barnet to have another, while the coach 
proceeded at an eafy pace over the c6mmon. 
About a mile fhort of Hatfield, the poftillions, 
flopping the carriage, gave notice to Clinker 
that there were two fufpicious fellows a borfe- 
back, at the end of a lane, who feemed waiting 
to attack the coach. ;Humphry forthwith appri
sed my uncle, declaring he would ftand by him 
to the laft drop of his blood; and, unflingirg 

his
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his carbine, prepared for action. The ’fquire 
bad piftols in the pockets of the coach, and re- 

' folved to make ufe of them directly; but he was 
effectually prevented by his,female companions, 
who flung themfelves about his neck, and fcream- 
ed in concert—At that inftant, who (hould 
come up at a hand-gallop, but Martin , the high- 

. way man, who, advancing to the coach, beg
ged the ladies would compofe themfelves for a 
moment; then, defiring Clinker to follow him 
to the charge, he pulled a piftol out of his bo- 
fom, and they rode up together to give battle 
to the rogues, who, having fired at a great di- 
ftance , fled acrofs the common. They were in 
purfuit of the fugitives when I came up, not a 
little alarmed at the ihrieks in the coach, where 
1 found my uncle in a violent rage, without his 
periwig, flruggling to difentangle himfelf from 
Tabby and the other two, and fwearing with 
great vociferation. Before I had time to inter- 
pofe, Martin and Clinker returned from the pur
fuit, and the former paid his compliments with 
great politenefs, giving us to underftand, that 
the fellows had fcampered off, and that he be
lieved they were a couple of raw ’prentices from 
London. He commended Clinker for his coura
ge, and faid, if we would give him leave, he 
would have the honour to accompany us as far 
as Stevenage, where he had fome bufinefs.

The ’fquire having recollected and adjufted 
himfelf, was the firft to laugh at his own fitua- 

tion;
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tion ; but it was not without difficulty that Tab
by’s arms could be untwifted from his neck, 
Liddy’s teeth chattered, and Jenkins was threat
ened with a fit as ufual. I had communicated 
to my uncle the character of Martin, as it was 
defcribed by the conftable, and he was much 
ftruck with its Angularity—He could not fuppo- 
fe the fellow had any defign on our company, 
which was fo numerous and well armed; he de- 
refore thanked him, for the fervice he had juft 
done them, faid be would be glad of his compa
ny , and alked him to dine with us at Hatfield. 
This invitation might not have been agreeable to 
the ladies, had they known the real profeffion 
of our gueft, but this was a fecret to all, ex
cept my uncle and myfelf---- —Mrs Tabitha, 
however, would by no means confent to pro
ceed with a cafe of loaded piftols in the coach, 
and they were fortwith difcharged in complaifan- 
ce to her and the reft of the women.

Being gratified in this particular, ffie became 
remarkably good-humoured , and at dinner be
haved in the moft affable manner to Mr Martin, 
with whofe polite addrefs, and agreeable con- 
verfation (he feemed to be much taken. After 
dinner, the landlord accofting me in the yard, 
allied, with a fignificant look , if the gentleman 
that rode the forrel belonged to our company? 
-------1 underftood his meaning, but anfwered, 
no ; that he had come up with us on the com
mon , and helped us to drive away two fellows, 

Vol. I. T that 
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that looked like highwaymen—He nodded three 
times diftin&ly, aS much as to fay, he knows 
his cue. Then he enquired, if one of thofe men 
was mounted on a bay mare, and the other on 
a chefnut gelding, with a white ftreak down 
his forehead ? and being anfwered in the affir
mative, he allured me, they had robbed three 
poftchaifes this very morning—I enquired, in 
my turn, if Mr Martin was of his acquaintance ? 
and, nodding thrice again, he anfwered, that 
he had feen the gentleman.

Before we left Hatfield, my uncle, fixing his 
eyes on Martin with fuch expreflion as is more 
eafily conceived than defcribed, alked, if he 
often travelled that road ? and he replied with a 
look which denoted his underftanding the que
ftion , that he very feldom did bufinefs in that 
part of the country. In a word, this adventu
rer favoured us with his company to the neigh
bourhood of Stevenage, where he took his leave 
of the coach and me in very polite terms, and 
turned off upon a crofsroad, that led to a villa
ge on the left.—At fupper, Mrs Tabby was ve
ry full in the praife of Mr Martin’s good-fenfe 
and good-breeding, and feemed to regret that the 
had not a further opportunity to make fome 
experiment upon his affection. In the morning, 
my uncle was not a little furprifed to receive, 
from, the waiter, a billet couched in thefe words:

SIR,



Humphry Clinker. 291

“SIR,
“1 could eafily perceive from your looks, 

“when I had the honour to converfe with you 
“at Hatfield, that my cbara&er is not unknown 
“to you; and, I dare fay, you won’t think it 
“ftrange, that I ffrould be glad to change my 
“prefent way of life, for any other honeft oc- 
“cupation, let it be ever fo humble, that will 
“afford me bread in moderation, and fleep in 
“fafety.-------Perhaps you may think I flatter, 
“when I fay, that from the moment I was wit- 
“ nefs to your generous concern in the caufe of 
“your fdrvant, I conceived a particular efteeui 
“ and veneration for your perfon; and yet what 
“I fay is true. I fliould think myfelf happy, if 
“I could be admitted into your prote&ion and 
“fervice, as houfe-fteward , clerk, butler, or 
“bailiff, for either of which places I think my- 
“felf tolerably well qualified; and, fure I am, 
“ I Ihould not be found deficient in gratitude 
“and fidelity: at the fame time, I am very fen- 
“fible how much you muft deviate from the com- 
“ mon maxims of difcretion, even in putting my 
“profeffions to the trial; but I don’t-look upon 
“ you as a perfon that thinks in the ordinary fti- 
“le; and the delicacy of my fituation will, I 
“know, juftify this addrefs to a heart warmed 
“with beneficence and compaflion.—Underftand- 
“ing you are going pretty far north, I fhall 
“take an opportunity to throw myfelf in your 
“way again, before you reach the borders of

T 2 , “Scot-
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“Scotland; and, I hope, by that time, you 
“ will have taken into consideration the truly di- 
“Rrefsful cafe of,

“ Honoured Sir, 
“ Your very humble, 
“And devoted fervant, 

“Edward Martin.”

The ’fquire, having perufed this letter, put it 
into my hand, without faying a fyllable; and, 
when I had read it, we looked at each other in 
filence. From a certain fparkling in his eyes, 
I difcovered there was more in his heart, than 
he cared to exprefs with his tongue, in favour 
of poor Martin; and this was precifely my own 
feeling, which he did not fail to difcern, by the 
fame means of communication-------“What fhajl 
“ we do (faid he) to fave this poor iinner from 

the gallows, and make him a ufeful member of 
“ the commonwealth ? and yet the proverb fays, 
“Save a thief from the gallow’S, and he’ll cut 
“your throat.” I told him, I really believed 
Martin was capable of giving the proverb the lie; 
and that I fliould heartily concur in any ftep he 
might take in favour of his felicitation. We 
mutually refolved to deliberate upon the fubjeft, 
and, in the mean time, proceeded on our jour
ney. The roads, having been broke up by the 
heavy rains in the fpring, were fo rough, that 
although we travelled very flowly, the jolting 
occafioned fuch pain to my uncle, that he was 

beco-
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become exceedingly peeviffi when we arrived 
at this place, which lies about eight miles from 
the pofi-road, between Weatherby and Borough
bridge.

Harrigate-water, fo celebrated for its efficacy 
in the fcurvy and other diftempers, is Supplied 
from a copious fpring, in the hollow of a wild 
common, round which, a good many houfes 
have been built for the convenience of the drin
kers, though few of them are inhabited. Moft 
of the company lodge at fome diftance, in five 
feparate inns, fituated in different parts of the 
common, from whence they go every morning 
to the well, in their own carriages. The lodg
ers of each inn form a diftinft fociety, that eat 
together; and there is a commodious public 
room, where they breakfaft in difhabille, at fe
parate tables, from eight o’clock till eleven, as 
they chance or chufe to came in—Here alfo 
they drink tea in the afternoon, and play at cards 
or dance in the evening. One cuftom, how
ever, prevails, which 1 look upon as a folecifm 
in politenefs—The ladies treat with tea in their 
turns; and even girls of fixteen are not exempt
ed from this fliameful impofition—There is a 
public ball by fubfcription every night at one of 
the houfes, to which all the company from the 
others are admitted by tickets; and, indeed, 
Harrigate treads upon the heels of Bath, in the 
articles of gaiety and diffipation-------with this 
difference, however, that here we are more
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fociable and familiar* One of the inns is already 
full up to the very garrets, having no lefs than 
fifty lodgers, &nd as many fervants. Our family 
does not exceed thirty-fix; and I ihould be forry 
to fee the number augmented, as our accommo
dations won’t admit of much increafe.

At prefent, the company is more agreeable 
than one could expert from an accidental affem- 
blage of perfons, who are utter ftrangers to one 
another.—There feems to be a general difpofi- 
tion among us to maintain good fellowfhip, and 
promote the purpofes of humanity, in favour of 
thofe who come hither on the fcore of health. 
I fee feveral faces which we left at Bath, al
though the majority are of the northern counties, 
and many come from Scotland for the benefit of 
thefe waters------ In fuch a variety , there muft 
be fome originals, among whom Mrs Tabitha 
Bramble is not the moft inconfiderable------ No 
place where there is fuch an intercourfe between 
thefexes, can be difagreeable to a lady of her 
views and temperament—She has had fome 
warm difputes at table, with a lame parfon 
from Northumberland, on the new birth, and 
the infignificance of moral virtue ; and her argu
ments have been reinforced by an old Scots 
lawyer, in a tye-periwig, who, though he has 
loft his teeth , and the ufe of his limbs, can ftill 
wag his tongue with greath volubility. He has 
paid her fuch fulfome compliments, upon her 
piety and learning, as feem to have won her 

heart; 
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heart; and ihe, in her turn, treats him with 
fuch attention as indicates a defign upon his per- 
fon; but, by all accounts, he is too much a 
fox to be inveigled into any fnare that ihe can 
lay for bis affection. '

We do not propofe to ftay long at Harrigate, 
though, at prefent, it is our head-quarters, 
from whence we ihall make fome excurfions, to 
vifit two or three of our rich relations, who 
are fettled in this county. Pray remember me 
to all our friends of Jefus , and allow me to be 
ftill

Yours affectionately,

Harrigate, June 23. J. Melford.

To Dr Le wi s.

Dear Doctor,
CONSIDERING the tax we pay for turn

pikes, the roads of this country conftitute a 
moft intolerable grievance. Between Newark 
and Weatherby, I have fullered more from jolt
ing and fwinging, than ever I felt in the whole 
courfe of my life, although the carriage is re
markably commodious and well hung, and the 
poftillions were very careful in driving. I am 
now fafely houfed at the New Inn at Harrigate, 
whither I came to fatisfy my curiofity, rather 
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than with any view of advantage to my health; 
and, truly, after having confidered all the parts 
and particulars of the place, I cannot account 
for the concourfe of people one finds here, upon 
any other principle but that of caprice, which 
feems to be the character of our nation.

Harrigate is a wild common, bare and bleak, 
without tree or fhrub, or the leaf! figns of cuhi- 
vation; and the people who come to drink the 
water, are crowded together in paltry inns, 
where the few tolerable rooms are monopolized 
by the friends and favourites of the houfe, and 
all the reft of the lodgers are obliged to put up 
with dirty holes, where there is neither fpace, 
air, nor convenience. My apartment is about 
ten feet fquare; and when the folding-bed is 
down, there is juft room fufficient to pafs be
tween it and the fire. One might expert, indeed,' 
that there would be no occafion for a fire at mid- 
futnmer; but here the climate is fo backward, 
that an alh-tre6, which our landlord has planted 
before my window, is juft beginning to put 
forth its leaves; and 1 am fain to have my bed 
warmed every night.

As for the water, which is faid to have ef. 
fefted fo many furprifing cures, I have drank it 
once, and the firft draught has cured me of all 
defire to repeat the medicine.------Some people 
fay it fmells of rotten eggs, and others compare 
it to the fcourings of a foul gun.------ It is gene
rally fuppofcd to be ftrongly impregnated with 
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fulphur ; and Dr'Shaw, in his book upon mine
ral-waters, fays, he has feen flakes of fulphur 
floating in the well-—Pace tanti viri; I for my 
part, have never obferved any thing like fulphur, 
either in or about the well, neither do I find 
that any brimftone has ever been extra&ed from 
the water. As for the fmell, if I may be allow
ed to judge from my own organs, it is exact
ly that of bilge-water; and the faline tafte of 
it feems to declare, that it is nothing elfe than 
falt-water putrified in the bowels of the earth. 
I was obliged to hold my nofe with one hand, 
while I advanced the glafs to my mouth with 
the other; and after I had made ihift to fwallow 
it, my ftomack could hardly retain what it had 
received.------ The only effefts it produced were 
ficknefs, griping, and infurmountable difguft—I 
can hardly mention it without puking.-- The 
world is ftrangely milled by the affeftation of 
Angularity. I cannot help fufpe&ing, that this 
water owes its reputation in a great meafure to 
its being fo ftrikingly offenfive.—On the fame 
kind of analogy, a German do&or has introduo 
ed hemlock and other poifons, as fpecifics, into 
the materia medica,------In am perfuaded, that 
all the cures afcribed to the Harrigate water, 
would have been as efficacioufly, and infinitely 
more agreeably performed, by the internal and 
external ufe of fea-water. Sure I am , this laft 
is much lefs naufeous to the tafte and fmell, and 
much more gentle in its operation as a purge, 
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as Well as more extenfive in its medical qua
lities.

Two days ago, we went acrofs the country 
to vifit ’fquire Burdock, who married a firft cou- 
fin of my father, anheirefs, who brought him 
an eftate of a thoufand a-year. This gentleman 
is a declared opponent of the miniftry in parlia
ment ; and, having an opulent fortune, piques 
himfelf upon living in the country, and main
taining old Englijh hofpitality.------ By the bye, 
this is a phrafe very much ufed by the Englifii 
themfelves, both in words and writing; but I 
never heard of it out of the ifland, except by 
Way of irony and farcafm. What the hofpitali- 
ty of our forefathers has been I fhould be glad 
to fee recorded, rather in the memoirs of ft ran
gers who have vifited our country, and were « 
the proper objects and judges of fuch hofpitality, 
than in the difcourfe and lucubrations of the mo
dern Englifii, who feem to defcribe it from 
theory and conjecture. Certain it is} we are 
generally looked upon by foreigners, as a peo
ple totally deftitute of this virtue ; and I never ■ 
was in any country abroad, where I did not 
meet with perfons of diftinftion who complained 
of having been inhofpitably ufed in Great-Britain. 
A gentleman of France, Italy, or Germany, 
who has entertained and lodged an Englifliman 
at bis houfe, when he afterwards meets with 
his gueft at London, is afked to dinner,at the 
Saracen’shead , , the Turk’s-head , the Boar’s- 

head,
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head, or the Bear, eats raw beef and butter, 
drinks execrable port, and is allowed to pay his 
fliare of the reckoning.

But to return from this digreffion, which my 
feeling for the honour of my country obliged 
me to make------ —our Yorkfliire couftn has been 
a mighty fox-hunter before the Lord; but now 
he is too fat and unwieldy to leapt ditches and 
five-bar gates; neverthelefs, he ftill keeps a pack 
of hounds, which are well exercifed; and his 
huntfman every night entertains him with the 
adventures of the day’s chafe, which he recites 
in a tone and terms that are extremely curious 
and fignificant. In the mean time, his broad 
brawn is fcratch’d by one of his grooms.—This 
fellow, it feems, having no inclination to curry 
any beaft out of the ftable, was at great pains 
to fcollop his nails in fuch a manner that the 
blood followed at every ftroke.------ He was in 
hopes that he would be difinifled from this difa- 
•greeable office, but the event turned out con
trary to his expeftation.—His mafter declared 
he was the beft fcratcher in the family; and 
now he will not fuffer any other fervant to draw 
a nail upon his carcafe.

The ’fquire’s lady is very proud, without 
being ftiff or inacceffible.------- She receives even 
her inferiors in point of fortune with a kind of 
arrogant civility; but then ffie thinks fhe has a 
right to treat them with the moft ungracious free
doms of fpeech, and never fails to let them 

know 
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know fhe is fenfible of her own fuperior affluen
ce.—In a word, fhe fpeaks well of no living 
foul, and has not one fingle friend in the world. 
Her hufband hates her mortally; but, although 
the brute is fometimes fo very powerful in him 
that he will have his own way, he generally 
truckles to her dominion, and dreads, like a 
fchool-boy, the lafh of her tongue. On the 
other hand, fhe is afraid of provoking him too 
far, left he fhould make fome defperate effort 
to fhake off her yoke.—She, therefore, acquies
ces in the proofs he daily gives of his attachment 
to the liberty of an Engliih freeholder, by fay
ing and doing, at his own table, whatever gra
tifies the brutality of his difpofition, or contri
butes to the eafe of his perfon. The houfe, 
though large, is neither elegant nor comforta
ble.------ It looks like a great inn, crowded with 
travellers, who dine at the landlord’s ordinary, 
where there is a great profufion of vi&uals and 
drink, but mine hoft feems to be mifplaced; 
and I would rather dine upon filberts with a her
mit, than feed upon venifon with a hog. The 
footmen might be aptly compared to the waiters 
of a tavern , if they were more ferviceable and 
lefs rapacious; but they are generally infolent 
and inattentive, and fo greedy, that, I think, 
I can dine better, and for lefs expence, at the 
Star and Garter in Pall-mall, than at our coufin’s 
caftle in Yorkfhire. The ’fquire is not only ac
commodated with a wife, but he is alfo bleffed 

with



Humphry Clinker. 301 

with an only fon, about two and twenty, juft 
returned from Italy, a complete fiddler and dil- 
lettantc; and he flips no opportunity of mani- 
fefling the tnoft perfect contempt for his own 
father.

When we arrived, there was a family of fo
reigners at the houfe, cn an vifit to this virtuo
so , with whom they had been acquainted at the 
Spa; it was the count de Melville, with his la
dy , on their way to Scotland. Mr Burdock 
had met with an accident, in confequence of 
which both the count and I would have retired 
but the young gentleman and his mother infifted 
upon our flaying dinner; and their Serenity Seem
ed to be fo little ruffled by what had happened, 
that we complied with their invitation. The 
’iquire had been brought, home over night in his 
poft chaife, fo terribly belaboured about the pate, 
that he Seemed to be in a ftate of ftupefa&ion, 
and had ever fince remained fpeechlefs. A coun
try apothecary, called Grieve, who lived in a 
neighbouring village, having been called to his 
afiiftance, had let him blood, and applied a 
poultice to his head, declaring, that he had no 
fever, nor any other bad Symptom but the loSs of 
Speech, if he really had loft that faculty. But 
the young ’Squire Said this pra&itioner was an 
ignorantaccio, that there was a frafture in the 
cranium, and that there was a neceflity for hav
ing him trepanned without lofs of time. His 
mother, efpoufing this opinion, had Sent an ex
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prefs to York for a furgeon to perform the ope
ration , and he was already come with his ’pren
tice and inftruments. Having examined the pa
tient’s head, he began to prepare his dreffings; 
though Grieve Rill retained his firft opinion that 
there was no fra&ure, and was the more confirm
ed in it aS the ’fquire had palled the night in 
profound fleep, uninterrupted by any catching 
or convulfion. The York furgeon faid he could 
not tell whether there was a frafture, until he 
fhould take off the fcalp; but, at any rate, the 
operation might be of fervice, in giving vent to 
any blood that might be extravafated, either 
above or below the dura mater. The lady and 
her fon were clear for trying the experiment; 
and Grieve was difmiffed with feme marks of 
contempt, which, perhaps, he owed to the 
plainnefs of his appearance. He feemed to be' 
about the middle age, wore his own black hair 
without any fort of dreffing; by his garb, one 
would have taken him for a quaker, but he had 
none of the ftiffnefs of that feft, on the contra
ry, he was very fubmiffive, refpe&ful, and 
remarkably, taciturn.

Leaving the ladies in an apartment by them- 
felves, we adjourned to the patient’s chamber, 
where the dreffings and inftruments were difplay- 
ed in order upon a pewter difh. The operator, 
laying afide his coat and periwig, equipped him
felf with a night-cap , apron, and fleeves, whi
le his ’prentice and footman, feizing the Tquir’s 
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head, began to place it in a proper pofture.—»— 
But mark what followed.----- The patient, bolt
ing upright in the bed, collared each of theft 
afliftants with the grafp of Hercules, exclaiming, 
in a bellowing tone, “I ha’n’t lived fo long in 
“Yorklhire to be trepanned by fuch vermin as 
<cyon;” and leaping on the floor, put on his 
breeches quietly, to the aftonifliment of US all. 
The furgeon ftill infifted upon the operation, al
ledging it was now plain that the brain was in
jured, and defiring the fervants to put him into 
bed again; but no body would venture to exe
cute bis orders, or even to interpofe: when the 
’fquire turned him and his afliftants out of doors, 
and threw his apparatus out at the window. • 
Having thus aflerted his prerogative, and put on 
his clothes with the help of a valet, the count, 
with my nephew and me, were introduced by 
his fon, and received with his ufual ftile of 
ruftic civility; then turning to fignor Macaroni, 
with a farcaftic grin, “I tell thee what, Dick, 
*c (faid he) a man’s fcull is not to be bored every 
“ time his head is broken; and I’ll convince thee 
“and thy mother, that I know as many tricks 
“as e’er an old fox in the Weft Riding.”

We afterwards underftood he had quarrelled 
at a public houfe with an excifeman, whom he 
challenged to a bout at flngle-ftick, in which he 
had been worfted; and that the Ihame of this 
defeat had tied up his tongue. As for madam, 
flie had fliewn no concern for his difafter, and

now
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now heard of his recovery without emotion.— 
She had taken fome little notice of my fifter and 
niece , though rather with a view to indulge her 
own petulance, than out of any fi-ntiment of re
gard to our’family.--- She faid Liddy was a 
fright, and ordered her woman to adjuft her 
head before dinner; but fhe would not meddle 
with Tabby, whofe fpirit, (he foon perceived, 
was not to be irrigated with impunity. At ta
ble, fhe acknowledged me fo far as to fay fhe 
had heard of my father; though fhe hinted, that 
he had Jifobliged her family by making a poor 
match in Wales. She was difagreeably familiar 
in her inquiries about our circumftances; and 

• afked, if I intended to bring up my nephew to 
the law. I told her, that, as he had an inde
pendent fortune, he fhould follow no profeflion 
but that of a country gentleman; and that I was 
not without hopes of procuring for him a feat in 
parliament.----“Pray, coufin, (faid fhe) what 
“may his fortune be?’’ When I anfwered, that, 
with what I fhould be able to give him, he 
would have better than two thoufand a-year, 
flie replied, with a difdainful tofs of her head, 
that it would be impoffible for him to preferve 
his independence on fuch a paltry provifion.

Not a little nettled at this arrogant remark, 
I told her, I had the honour to fit in parliament 
with her father, when he had little more than 
half that income; and I believed there was not 
a more independent and incorruptible member in 

the
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the houfe. “Ay; but times are changed, (cried 
“ the ’fquire)------ Country gentlemen now-a-days 
“ live after another falhion.---- —My table alone 
“Hands me in a cool thoufand a-quarter, though 
“I raife my own ftock, import my own liquors, 
“and have every thing at the firft hand.-------  
“True it is, I keep open houfe, and receive all 
“comers, for the honour of Old England.” “If 
“that be the cafe, (faid 1) ’tis a wonder you 
“can maintain it at fo fmall an expence- but 
“ every private gentleman is not expefted to 

keep a CdVd'DdnJ'cvd for the accommodation of 
“travellers: indeed, if every individual lived in 
“the fame ftile, you would not have fuch a 
“ number of guefts at your table; of confequence 
“your hofpitality would not Ihine fo bright for 
“ the glory of the Weft Riding.” The young 
’fquire, tickled by this ironical obfervation, ex
claimed, “0 che burial—His mother eyed me 
in fileme with a fupercilious air; and the father 
of the feaft, taking a bumper of O&ober, “My 
“fervice to you, coulin Bramble, (faid he) I 
“ have always heard there was fomething keen 
“and biting in the air of the Welch mountains.”

I was much pleafed \Xzith the count de Melvil
le, whois fenfihle, eafy, and polite; and the 
countefs is the moft amiable woman I ever 
beheld. In the afternoon they' took leave of 
their entertainers, and the young gentleman, 
mounting his horfe, undertook to conduft their 
coach through the park, while one of their fer-
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vants rode round to give notice to the reft, 
whom they had left at a public hcufe on the 
road. The moment their backs were turned, 
the cenforious daemon took pofleffion of our 
Yorkfliire landlady and our lifter Tabitha.- 
The former obferved, that the countefs was a 

* good fort of a body, but totally ignorant of 
good breeding, confequently. awkward in her 
addrefs. The ’fquire faid he did not pretend to 
the breeding of any thing but colts; but that 
the jade would be very handfome, if fhe was 
a little more inflelh. “Handfome! (cried Tab- 
“ by) Hie has indeed a pair of black eyes with- 
“out any meaning; but then there is not a good 
“ feature in her face.” “ I know not what you 
« call good features in Wales, (replied our land- 
“lord); but they’ll pafs in Yorkfhire.” Then 
turning to Liddy, he added, “What fay y6u, 
“ my pretty Redftreak ?----what is your opini- 
“on of the countefs?’’ “I think, (cried Liddy, 
“ with great emotion) ihe’s an angel.” Tabby 
chid her for talking with fuch freedom in compa
ny; and the lady of the houfe faid, in a con
temptuous tone, Die fuppofed Mifs had been 
brought up at fome country boardingfchool.

Our converfation was fuddenly interrupted by 
the young gentleman, who galloped into the 
yard all aghaft, exclaiming, that the coach was 
attacked by a great number of highwaymen. My 
nephew and I rufhing out, found his own and 
his fervant’s horfe ready faddled in the liable, 
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with piftols in the caps.------ We mounted in- , 
ftantly, ordering Clinker and Dutton to follow 
with all polfible expedition; but notwithftanding 
all the fpeed we could make, the a&ion was 
over before we arrived, and the count with his 
lady, fafe lodged at the houfe of Grieve, who 
had fignalized himfelf in a very remarkable man
ner on this occafion. At the turning of a lane, 
that led to the village where the count’s fervants 
remained, a couple of robbers a-horfeback fud- 
denly appeared, with their piftols advanced: 
one kept the coachman in awe, and the other 
demanded the count’s money, while the young 
Tquire went off at full fpeed, without ever 
cafting a look behind. The count defiring the 
thief to withdraw his piftol, as the lady was in 
great terror, delivered his purfe without making 
the leaft refiftance: but not fatisfied with this 
booty, which was pretty confiderable, the 
rafcal infifted upon rifling her of her ear rings 
and necklace, and the countefs fqreamed with 
affright. Her bufband , exafperated at the vio
lence with which fhe was threatened, wrefted 
the piftol out of the fellow’s hand , and turning 
it upon him, fnapped it in his face; but the rob
ber knowing there was no charge in it, drew 
another from his bofom, and in all probability 
would have killed him on the fpot, hadjiot his 
life been faved by a • wonderful interpofition. 
Grieve, the apothecary, chancing to pafs that 
very inftant, ran up to the coach, and with a

V a crab
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crab-ftick, which was all the weapon he had, 
brought the fellow to the ground with the firft 
blow; then feizing his piftol, prefented it to his 
colleague, who fired his piece at random, and 
fled without further oppofition. The other was 
fecured by the affiftance of the count and the 
coachman; and his legs .being tied unter the 
belly of his own horfe, Grieve conducted him 
to the village, whither alfo the carriage proceed
ed. It was with great difficulty the countefs 
could be kept from fwooning; but at laft fhe 
was happily conveyed to the houfe of the apo
thecary, who went into the (hop to prepare 
fome drops for her, while his wife and daugh
ter adminiftered to her in another apartment.

I found the count (landing in the kitchen 
with the parfon of the pariih, and expreffing 
much impatience to fee his protestor, whom as 
yet he had fcarce found time to thank for the 
eflential fervice he had done him and the coun
tefs.—The daughter paffing at the fame time with 
a glafs of water, Monfieur de Melville could 
not help taking notice of her figure, which was 
ftrikingly engaging-------“Ay, (faid the parfon) 
“ (he is the prettied: girl, and the beft girl in all 
<(my pariffi; and if I could give my fon an 
“ eftate of then thoufand a-year, he (hould have 
ft my confent to lay it at her feet. If Mr Grieve 
“had been as felicitous about getting money, 
“ as he has been in performing all the duties of 
“a primitive Chriftian, Fy would not have hung 

“fo



Humphry Clinker. 309

11fo long upon his hand.” “ What is her name ?” 
faid I. “ Sixteen years ago (anfwered the Vi- 
“car) I chriftened her by the names*-of Seraphina 
“Melvilia.*’ “Ha! what! how! (cried the 
“ count eagerly) fure, you faid Seraphina Melvi- 
“iia.** “I did; (faid he) Mr Grieve told me 
“thofe were the names of two noble perfong 
“ abroad, to whom he had been obliged for mo- 
“ re than life.”

The count, without fpeaking another fyllable, 
rufhed into the parlour, crying, “This is your 
“ god-daughter, my dear.” Mrs Grieve, then 
feizing the countefs by the hand, exclaimed 
with great agitation, “0 Madam!—O Sir!—I 
“am—I am your poor Eleanor.—This is my 
“Seraphina Melvilia.—O child! thefe are the 
“count and countefs of Melville, the generous 
“ —the glorious benefaftors of thy once unhap- 
“py parents.”

The countefs riling from her feat, threw her 
arms about the neck of the amiable Seraphina, 
and clafped her to her breaft with great tender- 
nefs, while Ihe herfelf was embraced by the 
Weeping mother. This moving fcene was com- 
pleated by the entrance of Grieve himfelf, who 
falling on his knees before the count, ‘‘Behold 
“(faid he) a penitent, who at length can look, 
“upon his patron without fbrinking.” “Ah, 
“ I erdinand! (cried he, raifmg and folding him 
“in his arms) the playfellow of my infancy------  
“the companion of my youth?—Is it to you 
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“then I am indebted for my life?” “Heaven 
“has heard, my prayer, (faid the other) and 
“ given me a»i opportunity to prove myfelf not 
“altogether unworthy of your clemency and 
“ protection.” He then kiffed the hand of the 
countefs, while monfieur de Melville faluted his 
wife and lovely daughter, and all of us were 
greatly affefted by this pathetic recognition.

In a word, Grieve was no other than Ferdi
nand count Fathom, whofe adventures were 
printed many years ago. Being a fincere con
vert to virtue, he had changed his name, that 
he might elude the inquiries of the count, who
fe generous allowance he determined to forego, 
that he might have no dependence but upon his 
own induftry and moderation. He had accord
ingly fettled in this village as a practitioner in 
furgery and pbyfic, and for feme years wreftled , 
with all the miferies of indigence; which how
ever, he and his wife had borne with the moft 
exemplary reftgnation. At length , by dint of 
unwearied attention to the duties of his profef- 
fion, which he exercifed with equal humanity 
and fuccefs, he had acquired a tolerable fliare 
of bufinefs among the farmers and common peo
ple , which enabled him to live in a decent man
ner. He had been fcarce ever feen to fmile; 
was unaffectedly pious; and all the time he 
could fpare from the avocations of his employ
ment he fpent in educating his daughter, and 
in ftudying for his own improvement.------ In

fhort,
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fliort, the adventurer Fathom was, under the 
name of Grieve, universally refpefted among the 
commonalty of. this diftrift, as a prodigy of 
learning and virtue. Thefe particulars I learned 
from the vicar, when we quitted the room, 
that they might be under no reftraint in their 
mutual effufions. I make no doubt that Grieve 
will be prefled to leave off bufinefs, and reunite 
himfelf to the count’s family; and as the coun- 
tefs feemed extremely fond of his daughter, flie 
will, in all probability, infift upon Seraphina’s 
accompanying her to Scotland.

Having paid our compliments to thefe noble 
perfons, we returned to the ’fquire’s, where we 
expefted an invitation to pafs the night, which 
was wet and raw; but, it feems, ’fquire'Bur
dock’s hofpitality reached not fo far for jthe ho
nour of Yorklhire: we therefore departed in the 
evening, and lay at an inn, where I caught cold.

In hope of riding it down before it could take 
faft hold on my conftitution, I refolved to vifit 
another relation, one Mr. Pimpernel, who lived 
about a dozen miles from the place where we 
lodged.. Pimpernel, being the youngeft of four 
fons, was bred an attorney at Furnival’s-inn; but 
all his elder brothers dying, he got himfelf cal
led to the bar for the honour of his family, and 
foon after this preferment, fucceeded to his fa
ther’s eftate, which was very confiderable. He 
carried home»with him all the knavilli chicanery 
of the loweft pettifogger, together with a wife 
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whom he had purchafed of a drayman for twenty 
pounds; and he foon found means to obtain a 
dedimur as an afting juftice of peace. He is not 
only a fordid mifer in his difpofition, but his 
avarice is mingled with a fpirit of defpotifm, 
which is truly diabolical.—He is a brutal hufbaud, 
an unnatural parent, a harfn mafter, an oppref- 
five landlord, a litigious neigbour, and a partial 
magistrate.-------Friends he has none; and in 
point of hofpitality and good breeding, our cou- 
fin Burdock is a prince in comparifon of this un
gracious mifcreant, whofe houfe is the lively re- 
prefentation of a goal. Our reception was fuit- 
able to the character I have iketched. Had it 
depended upon the wife, we fhould have been 
kindly treated.------ She is really a good fort of a 
■woman, in fpite of her low original, and well 
refpe&ed in the county; but Ilie has not intereft , 
enough in her own houfe to command a draught 
of table beer, far lefs to beftow any kind of edu
cation on her children who run about, like 
ragged colts, in a ft ate of nature.------ Pox on 
him! he is fuch a dirty fellow, that I have not 
patience to profecute the fubjeft.

By that time we reached Harrigate, I began 
to be vifited by certain rheumatic fymptoms. The 
Scotch lawyer, Mr. Micklewhimmen, recom
mended a hot bath of thefe waters fo earneftly, 
that I was over perfuaded to try the experiment. 
- —He had ufed it often W’ith fuccefs, and al
ways ftaid an hour in the bath, which was a tub 

filled 
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filled with Harrigate water, heated for the pur- 
j»ofe. If I could hardly bear the fmell of a Angle 
tumbler when cold, you may guefs how my no
fe was regaled by the fleams arifing from a hot 
bath of the fame fluid. At night, I was con- 
dufted into a dark hole on the ground floor, whe
re the tub fmoked and flunk like the pot of Ache
ron, in one corner, and in another flood a dirty 
bed provided with thick blankets, in which I 
was to fweat after coming out of the bath. My 
heart feemed to die within me when I entered 
this difmal bagnio, and found my brain aflaulted 
by fuch infuflerable effluvia------ 1 curfed Mick
lewhimmen for not confidering that my organs 
were formed on this fide of the Tweed; but 
being afliamed to recoil upon the threfhold, I 
fubmitted to the procefs.

• After having endured all but real fuffocation 
for above a quarter of an hour in the tub, I was 
moved to the bed and wrapped in blankets-------  
There 1 lay a full hour panting with intolerable 
heat; but not the leaft moifture appearing on my 
fkin, I was carried to my own chamber, and 
palled the night without clofing an eye, in fuch 
a flutter of fpirits as rendered me the moft mife- 
rable wretch in being. I fhould certainly have 
run diftrafted, if the rarefa&ion of my blood, 
occafioned by that Stygian bath, had not burft 
the veffels, and produced a violent haemorrhage, 
which, though dreadful and alarming, removed 
the horrible difquiet.------ 1 loft two pounds of 
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blood, and more, on this occafion; and find 
myfelf fli 11 weak and languid; but, I believe, a 
little exercife will forward my recovery; and 
therefore I am refolved to fet out to-morrow for 
York, in my way to Scarborough, where I pro- 
pofe to brace up my fibres by fea-bathing, which, 
I know, is o’he of your favourite fpecifics. The
re is, however, one difeafe, for which you have 
found as yet no fpecific, and that is old age, of 
which this tedious unconnected epiftle is an infal
lible fymptom:-------Xvhat therefore, connot be
cured, niuft be endured by you, as well as

Yours,

Harrigate,'June 16. Matt. Bramble.

To Sir Watkin Phillips, Bart, of 
Jefus College, Oxon.

Dear Knight,

THE manner of living at Harrigate was fo 
agreeable to my difpofition, that I left the place 
with fome regret------ Our aunt Tabby would 
have probably made fome objeftion to our depart
ing fo foon, had not an accident embroiled her 
with Mr. Micklewhimmen, the Scots advocate, 
on whofe heart file had been praftifing*, from the 
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fecond day after our arrival------ That original, 
though feemingly precluded from the ufe of his 
limbs, bad turned his genius to good account— 
Infhort, by dint of groaning, and whining, he 
had excited the compafiion of the company fo 
effectually, that an old lady, who occupied the 
very belt apartment in the houfe, gave it up for 
his eafe and convenience. When his man led him 
into the Long Room, all the females were im
mediately in commotion—One fet an elbowchair; 
another ihook up the cufhion; a third brought 
a ftool; and a fourth a pillow, for the accom
modation of his feet------ Two ladies (of whom 
Tabby was always one) fupported him 'into 
the dining-room, and placed him properly on the 
table; and his tafte was indulged with a fuccef- 
fion of delicacies, culled by their fair hands. All 
this attention he repaid with a profufion of com
pliments and benediftions, which were not the 
Jefs agreeable for being delivered in the Scottifh 
dialeCt. As for Mrs. Tabitha, his refpeCts were 
particularly addreffed to her, and be did not fail 
to mingle them with religious reflections, touch
ing free grace, knowing her bias to Methodifm, 
which he alfo profeffed upon a calviniftical mo
del.

For my part I could not help thinking this 
lawyer was not fuch an invalid as he pretended 
to be. I obferved he eat very heartily three ti
mes a-day; and though his bottle was marked 
ftomacbic tincture, he had recourfe to it fo of-

ten.
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ten, and feemed to fwallow it with fuch pecu
liar relifh., that I fufpe&ed it was not compound
ed in the apothecary’s fhop, gr the chemift’s la
boratory. One day, while he was earneft in 
difcourfe with Mrs. Tabitha, and his fervant had 
gone cut on fome occafion or other, I dexterous
ly exchanged the labels, and iituation of his 
bottle and mine; and having tafted his tinftu. 
re; found it was excellent claret. I forthwith 
handed it about to fome of my neighbours, and 
it was quite emptied before Mr Micklewhimmen 
bad occafion to repeat his draught. At length, 
turning about, he took hold of my bottle inftead 
of his own, and, filling fi large glafs; drank to 
the health of Mrs. Tabitha—It had fcarce touch
ed his lips, when he perceived the change which 
had been put upon him, and was at firft a little 
out of countenance—He feemed to retire with
in himfelf, in order to deliberate, and in half 
a minute his refolution was taken; addreffing 
himfelf to our quarter, “I give the gentleman 
“cradit for his wit (faid be); it was a gude 
“ practical joke; but fometimes bi jociinfcria 
“ ducunt maid------ 1 hope, for his own fake, 
“he has na drank all the liccor; for it was a 
“ vara poorful infufion of jallap in Bourdeaux wi- 
“ ne: as it’s poffible he may ha ta’en lie a dofe 
“as will produce a terrible cataftrophe in his ain 
“booels.”—

By far the greater part of the contents had 
fallen to the ihare of a young clothier from 
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Leeds, who had come to make a figure at Har- 
rigate, and was, in effect, a great coxcomb in 
his way. It was with a view to laugh at his 
fellow-guefls, as well as to mortify the lawyer 
that he had emptied the bottle, when it came 
to his turn, and he had laughed accordingly: 
but now his mirth gave way to his apprehenfion 
—He began to fpit, to make wry faces, and 
Writhe himfelf into various contortions'------ ■— 
“ Damn the fluff! (cried he) I thought it had a 
“ villainous twang-------pah! He that would co- 
“zen a Scot, mun get oop betimes, and take 
“Old Scratch for his counfellor—” “In troth, 
“mefter what d’ye ca’um, (replied the lawyer) 
“ your wit has run you into a filthy puddle— 
‘‘I’m truly confarned for your waeful cafe—The 
“beft advice I can give you in fic a delemma, is 
“ to fend an exprefs to Rippon for doctor Waugh, 
“without delay; and , in the mean time, fwal- 
“low all the oil and butter you can find in the 
“ hoofe, to defend your poor ftomach and intafli- 
“nes from the villication of the particles of the 
“jallap, which is vara violent, even when taken 
“in moderation.”

The poor clothier’s torments had already be
gun: he retired, roaring with pain, to his own 
chamber; the oil was fwallowed, and the doc
tor fent for; but before he arrived, the mifera- 

' ble patient had made fuch difcharges upwards 
and downwards, that nothing remained to give 
him further offence ; and this double evacuation

was



3*8 The Expedition of 

was produced by imagination alone; for what 
he had drank, was genuine wine of Bourdeaux, 
which the lawyer had brought from Scotland 
for his own private ufe» The clothier finding 
the joke turn out fo expenfive and difagreeable, 
quitted the houfe next morning, leaving the tri
umph to Micklewimmen, who enjoyed it inter
nally, without any outward figns of exultation; 
on the contrary, he aflefted to pity the young 
man for what he had fuffered, and acquired 
frefh credit from this ihew of moderation.

It was about the middle of the night, which 
fucceeded this adventure, that the vent of the 
kitchen chimney being foul, the foot took fire, 
and the alarm was given in a dreadful manner— 
Everybody leaped naked out of bed, and in a 
minute the whole houfe was filled with cries 
and confufion-------There were two flairs in the 
houfe, and to thefe we naturally ran ; but they 
were both ‘fo blocked up by the people preffing 
one upon another, that it feemed impofiible to 
pafs, without throwing down and drampling 
upon the women. In the midft of this anarchy, 
Mr Micklewhimmen , with a leathern portman
teau on his h^ck, came running as nimbly as a 
buck along the paflage; and Tabby, in her un- 
der-petticoat, endeavouring to hook him under 
the arm, that file might efcape through his pro* 
tection, he very fairly pufhed her down, crying, 
“Na, na, gude faith , charity begins at hame ’ ’ 
Without paying the leafl refpeft to the flirieks 
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and intreaties of his zfemale friends, he charged 
through the mid ft of the crowd, overturning 
every thing that oppofed him, and actually 
fought his way to the bottom of the ftair-cafe— 
By this time Clinker had found a ladder, by 
which he entered the window of my uncle’s 
chamber, where our family was affembled, and 
proposed that we fliould make our exit fuccefii- 
vely by that conveyance. The ’fquire exhorted 
his After to begin the defcent; but, before Hie 
could refolve , her woman, Mrs Winifred Jen
kins, in a tranfport of terror, threw herfelf out 
at the window upon the ladder, while Humphry 
dropped upon the ground, that he might receive 
her in her defcent------ This maiden was juft as 
fhe had ftarted out of bed, the moon ihone very 
bright, and a frefh breeze of wind blowing, no
ne of Mrs Winifred’s beauties could poflibly ef- 
cape the view of the fortunate Clinker, whofe 
heart was not able to withftand the united force 
of fo many charms ; at leaft, I am much mifta- 
ken, if he has not been her humble Have from 
that moment— He received her in his arms, and, 
giving her his coat to proted: her from the wea
ther, afcended again with admirable dexterity.

At that inftant, the landlord of the houfe cal
led out with an audible voice, that the fire was 
extinguifhed, and the ladies had nothing further 
to fear: this was a welcome note to the audience, 
and produced an immediate effeft; tbe fhriek- 
ing ceafed, and, a confufed found of expoftula- 

tion 
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tion enfued. I condufted Mrs. Tabitha and my 
lifter to their own chamber, where Liddy faint
ed away; but was foon brought to herfelf. Then 
I went to offer my fervice to the . other ladies, 
who might want afliftance-------They were all 
fcudding through the paffage to their feveral 
apartments; and as the thorough-fair was lighted 
by two lamps, I had a pretty good obfervation 
of them in their tranfit; but, as moft: of them 
were naked to the fmock, and all their heads 
ihrowded in huge night-caps, I could not dis- 
tinguilh. one face from another, though I recog
nized fome of their voices-------Thefe were gene
rally plaintiff; fome wept, fome fcolded, and 
fome prayed-------1 lifted up one poor old gentle
woman, who had been overturned and fore brui- 
fed by a multitude of feet; and this was alfo the 
cafe with the lame parfon from Northhumberland, 
whom Micklewhimmen had in bis paffage over
thrown, though not with impunity; for the 
cripple, in falling, gave him fuch a good pelt 
on the head with his crutch, that the blood fol
lowed.

As for this lawyer, he waited below till the 
hurly-burly was over, and then ftole foftly to 
his owm chamber, from whence he did not ven
ture to make a fecond Tally till eleven in the fore
noon, when he was led into the public room by 
his own fervant and another afliftant, groaning 
moft woefully, with a bloody napkin round his 
head. But things were greatly altered------ The

felfifli
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felfifh brutality of his behaviour on the flairs had 
fteeled their hearts againft all bis arts and addrefs 
------ Not a foul offered to accommodate him 
With chair, cufhion, or footftool; fo that he 
was obliged to fit down on a hard wooden 
bench------ In that pofition, he looked around 
with a rueful afpeft, and, bowing very low, 
faid, in a whining tone, “Your moft humble 
“fervant, ladies—Fire is a dreadful calamity—” 
“ Fire purifies gold, and it tries friendfliip, (cried 
“Mrs. Tabitha, bridling.)” “Yea, Madam, (re- 
“ plied -Micklewbimmen,) and it tries difcretion 
“alfo------ ’’ If difcretion confifts in forfaking a 
“friend in adverfity, you are eminently poflef. 
“fed of that virtue, (refumed our aunt).’’ “Na, 
“Madam, (rejoined the advocate) well I wot, I 
“ cannot claim any merit from the mode of my 
“retreat------ Ye’ll pleafe to obferve, ladies, the- 
“re are twa independent principles that actuate 
“our nature------ One is inftinft, which we have 
“in common with the brute creation, and the 
“other is reafon------ Noo, in certain great 
“ emergencies, when the faculty of reafon is 
“fufpended, inftinft takes the lead, and, when 
“ this predominates, having no affinity with rea- 
“fon, it pays no fort of regard to its connec- 
“tions; it only operates for the prefervation of 
“the individual, and that by the moft expedi- 
tc tious and effectual means; therefore, begging 
“your pardon, ladies, I’m no accountable in
Vol. J. X foro
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“foro confcientiae, for what I did, while under 
“ the influence of this irrefiftible pooer.’’

Here my uncle interpofed, “I ihould be glad 
“to know, (faid he) whether it was inftinft 
“that prompted you to retreat with bag and 
“baggage; for, I think, you had a portmanteau 
“on your fhoulder—” The lawyer anfwered, 
without hefitation, “Gif I might tell my mind 
“freely, withoot incurring the fufpicion of pre- 
“fumption, I ihould think it was fomething 
“fuperior to either reafon or inftinft which fug- 
“gefted that meafure, and this on a twafald ac- 
“ coont: in the firft place, the portmanteau con- 
“ tained the writings of a worthy nobleman’s 
“ eftate; and their being burned, would haVd 
“occafioned a lofs that could not be repaired: 
“ fecondly, my good angel feems to have laid 
“ the portmantle on my ihoulders, by way of 
“defence, to fuftain the violence of a moft in- 
“ human blow, from the crutch of a reverend 
“clergyman; which, even in fpite of that 
“ medium, hath wounded me forely, even 

, “unto the ^pericranium.” “By your own doc- 
“ trine (cried the parfon, who chanced to be 
“prefent) I am not accountable for the blow, 
“which was the effeft of inftinft.” “I crave 
“your pardon, reverend Sir, (faid the other) 
“inftinft never a&s but for the prefervation of 
“the individual; but your prefervation was out 
“of the cafe------You had already received the 
“ damage, and therefore the blow muft be im-

“puted
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“puted to revenge, which is a finful paffion, 
“that ill becomes any Chriftian, efpecially a 
“ Proteftant divine; and let me tell you, moft 
“reverend doftor, gin I had a mind to plea, 
“the law would hauld my libel relevant.’* “Why, 
“the damage is pretty equal on both fides (cried 
“the parfon); your head is broke, and my 
“crutch is fnapped in the middle------ Now, if 
“you will repair the one, I will be at the ex- 
“pence of curing the other.”

This Tally raifed the laugh againft Mickle- 
whimmen, who began to look grave; when my 
uncle, in order to change the difcourfe, obferv- 
ed, that inftinft had been very kind to Mm in 
another refpeft, for it had reftored to him the 
uffe of his limbs, which, in his exit, he had 
moved with furprifing agility.------ He replied, 
that it was the nature of fear to brace up the 
nerves; and mentioned fome furprifing feats of 
ftrength and aftivity performed by perfons under 
the impulfe of terror; but he complained, that 
in his own particular, the effects had ceafed, 
■when the caufe was taken away.---------- The 
Tquire faid he would lay a tea-drinking on his 
head, that he fhould dance a Scots meafure, 
without making a falfe ftep; and the advocate 
grinning, called for the piper.----- -A fiddler 
being at hand,- this original ftarted up, with his 
bloody napkin over his black tye-periwig, and 
acquitted himfelf in fuch a manner, as excited 
the mirth of the whole company; but he could

X 2 not
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not regain the good graces of Mrs Tabby’, who 
did not underftand the principle of inftinft; and 
the lawyer did not think it worth his while to 
proceed to further demonftration.

From Harrigate we came hither, by the way 
of York, and here we fhall tarry fome days, as 
my uncle and Tabitha are both refolved to make 
ufe of the waters. Scarborough, though a pal- 
try town, is romantic, from its fituation along 
a cliff that overhangs the fea. The harbour is 
formed by a fmall elbow of land that runs out 
as a natural mole, directly oppofite to the town; 
and on that fide is the caftle, which ftands very 
high, of confiderable extent, and, before the 
invention of gunpowder, was counted impreg
nable. At the other end of Scarborough are 
two public rooms for the ufe of the company 
who refort to this place in the fummer, to drink 
the waters and bathe in the fea, and the diver- 
fions are pretty much on the fame footing here 
as at Bath. The Spa is a little way beyond the 
town, on this fide, under a cliff, within a few 
paces of the fea, and thither the drinkers go 
every morning in difhabille; but the defcent is 
by a great number of fteps, which invalids find 
very inconvenient. Betwixt the well and the 
harbour, the bathing machines are ranged along 
the beach, with all their proper utenfik. and 
attendants------ You have never feen one of thefe 
machines------Image to yourfelf a fmall, fnug,
wooden chamber, fixed upon a wheel-carriage, 

having
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having a door at each end, and on each fide a 
little window above, a bench below------The

bather, afcending into this apartment by woo
den fteps, fhuts himfelf in, and begins to un- 
drefs, while the attendant yokes a horfe to the 
end next the fea, and draws the carriage for
wards , till the furface of the water is on a level 
with the floor of the drefilng-room, then he mo
ves and fixes the horfe to the other end------The 
perfon within, being ftripped. opens the door 
to the fea-ward, where he finds the guide ready, 
and plunges headlong into the water------ After 
having bathed, he reafcends into the apartment, 
by the fteps which had been fhifted for that pur- 
pofe, and puts on his clothes at his leifure, 
while the carriage is drawn back again upon the 
dry land; fo that he has nothing further to do, 
but to open the door, and come down as he 
went up*------Should he be fo weak or ill as to 
require a fervant to put off and on his clothes, 
there is room enough in the apartment for half 
a dozen people>v The guides who attend the 
ladies in the waterY^ar^.oF their own fex, and 
they and the femaU^^kgrs have a drefs of flan
nel for the fea; nay, they^are provided with 
other conveniencies for the fupport of decorum. 
A certain number of the machines are fitted with 
tilts, that projeft from the fea-ward ends of 
them, fo as to fcreen the bathers from the view 
of all perfons whatfoever------ The beach is ad
mirably adapted for this pra&ice, the defcent 

X 3 being
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being gently gradual, and the fand foft as vel
vet; but then the machines can be ufed only at 
a certain time of the tide, which varies every 
day; fo that fometimes the bathers are obliged * o
to rife very early in the morning—For my part, 
I love fwimming as an ex'ercife, and can enjoy 
it at all times of the tide, without the formality 
of an apparatus.—You and I have often plunged 
together into the Ills; but the fea is a much 
more noble bath, for health as well as pleafure. 
You cannot conceive what a flow of fpirits it 
gives, and how it braces every finew of the 
human frame. Were I to enumerate half the 
difeafes which are every day cured by fea- 
bathing, you might juftly fay you had received 
a treatife, inftead of a letter, from

Your affe&ionate friend 

and fervant.

Scarborough, July I. J. Melford.

End of the First Volume.
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