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ADVERTISEMENT.

T he writing travels, or memoirs, has
ever been a pleafant employment- for va-
nity or fenfibility always renders it intereft-
ing. In writing thefe defultory letters, |
found 1 could not avoid being continually
the firft perfon—* the little hero of each tale,”
| tried to corred this fault, if it be one, for
they were defigned for publication; but in
proportion as | arranged my thoughts, my
letter, 1 found, became ftiif and affe&ed:
I, therefore, determined to let my remarks
and refle&ions flow unreftrained, as | per-
ceived that | could not give a juft deicrip-
tion of what I faw, but by relating the effed
different objeds had produced on my mind
and feelings, whilft the impreflion was ftill
frefh.

A perfon has a right, I have fometimes
thought, when amu-fecl by a witty or inte-
refting egotift, to talk of himfelf when he
can win on our attention by acquiring our af-
fection. Whether | deferve to rank amongft
this privileged number, my readers alone
can judge—and | give them leave to fhut
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the book, if they do not wifh to become
better acquainted with me.

My plan was fimply to endeavour to give
ajuft view of the prefent ftate of the coun-
tries | have pafled through, as far as | could
obtain information during fo fhort a refi-
dence ; avoiding thofe details which, without
being very ufeful to travellers who follow the
fame route, appear very infipid to thofe who
only accompany you in their chair;
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LETTERS
WRITTEN DURING A SHORT RESIDENCE

IN SWEDEN, NORWAY, AND DENMARK.

LETTER |I.

Eteven days of wearinefs on board a
veflel not intended for the accommodation of
paflengers have fo exhaufted my fpirits, to fay
nothing of the other caufes, with which you
are already fufficiently acquainted, that it is
with fome difficulty | adhere to my de-
termination of giving you my obfervations,
as | travel through new fcenes, whilft warmed
with the impreflion they have made on me.
The captain, as | mentioned to you, pro-
mifed to put me on fhore at Arendall *, or
Gothenburg, in his way to Elfineur ; but con-
trary winds obliged us to pafs both places
during the night. In the morning, however,
after we had loft fight of the entrance of the

* In Norway.
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latter bay, the veffel was becalmed; and the
captain, to oblige me, hanging out a fignal for
a pilot, bore down towards the fhore.

My attention was particularly direfted to
the light-houfe ; and you can icarcely imagine
with what anxiety | watched two long hours
for a boat to emancipate me---ftill no one ap-
peared. Every cloud that flitted on the ho-
rizon was hailed as a liberator, till approach-
ing nearer, like moft of the prolpects fketched
by hope, it diffolved under the eye into difap-
poiritmerrt.

Weary of expectation, | then began to con-
rerfe with the captain on the fubject; and,
from the tenour of the information my
queftions drew forth, 1 foon concluded, that,
if | waited for a boat, | had little chance of
getting on fhore at this place. Defpotifm, as
is ufually the cafe, | found had here cramped?
the induftry of man. The pilots being paid
by the kingTand fcantily, they will not run
into any danger, or even quit their hovels, if
they can poflibly avoid it, only to fulfil what
is termed their duty.. How different is it onu
the englifh coaft, where, in the moft ftormy
weather, boats immediately hail you, brought

out by the expectation of extraordinary profit..
Difliking.
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Dilliking to fail for Elfineur, and ftill more
to lie at anchor, or cruile about the coaft for
ieveral days, | exerted all my rhetoric to pre-.
vail on the captain to let me have the fhip’s
boat ; and though | added the moft forcible
of arguments, | for a long time addreffed him
in vain.

It is a kind of rule at fea, not to lend out a
boat. The captain was a good-natured man ;
but men with common minds feldom break
through general rules. Prudence is ever the
refort of weaknefs ; and they rarely go as far
as they may in any undertaking, who are de-
termined not to go beyond it on any account.
If, however, | had fome trouble with the cap-
tain, 1 did not lofe much time with the
failors ; for they, all alacrity, hoifted out the
boat, the moment | obtained permiffion, and
promifed to row me to the Irght-houfe.

I did not once allow myfelf to doubt of
obtaining a conveyance from thence round the
rocks—and then away for Gothenburg—con-
finement is fo Unpleafant.

The day was line ; and | enjoyed the water
till, approaching the little ifland, poor Mar-
guerite, whole timidity always ads as a feeler
before her adventuring fpirit, began to wonder
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at our not feeing any inhabitants. | did not
iiften to her. But when, on landing, the fame
filence prevailed, | caught the alarm, which
was not leflened by the fight of two old men,
whom we forced out of their wretched hut,
Scarcely human in their appearance, we with
difficulty obtained an intelligible reply to our
queflions—the refult of which was, that they
had no boat, and were not allowed to quit
their poll, on any pretence. But, they in-
formed us, that there was at the other fide*,
eight or ten miles over, a pilot’s dwelling ;
two guineas tempted the failors to rifle the
captain’s difpleafure, and once more embark
to row me over.

The weather was pleafant, and the ap-
pearance of the fhore fo grand, that I fhouJd
have enjoyed the two hours it took to reach
it, but,for the fatigue which was too vifible in
the countenances of the failors who, inftead
of uttering a complaint, were, with the
thoughtlefs hilarity peculiar to them, joking
about the poffibility of the captain’s taking
advantage of a flight wefterly breeze, which
was fpringing up, to fail without them. Yet,
in fpite of their good humour, | could not
help growing uneafy when the fhore, re-

ceding
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ceding, as it were, as we advanced, feemed to
promife no end to their toil. This anxiety"
increafed when, turning into the raoft pic-
turefgiie bay | ever faw, my eyes fought in
vain for the veftige of a human habitation.
Before | could determine what ftep to take in
fuch a dilemma, for I could not bear to think
of returning to the fhip, the fight of a barge
relieved me, and we haftened towards it for
information. We were immediately directed
to pafs fome jutting rocks when we fhould
fee a pilot’s hut.

There was a folemn filence in this fcene,
which made itfelf be felt. The fun“beams
that played on the ocean, fcarcely ruffled by
the lighteft breeze, contrafted with the huge,
dark rocks, that looked like the rude materials
of creation forming the barrier of unwrought
fpace, forcibly ftruck me; but | fhould not
have been forry if the cottage had not ap-
peared equally tranquil. Approaching a re-
treat where flrangers, efpecially women, fo
feldom appeared, | wondered that curiofity
did not bring the beings who inhabited it to
the windows or door. | did not immediately
recollect that men who remain fo near the
|[mite- creation, as only to exert themfelves to
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find the food neceflary to fuftain life, have
little or no imagination to call forth the curio-
iity neceflary to fruftify the faint glimmerings
of mind which entitles them to rank as lords
ofthe creation.—Had they either, they could
not contentedly remain rooted in the clods
they fo indolently cultivate.

Whilft the failors went to feek for the
fluggifh inhabitants, thefe conclufions occurred
to me'; and, recolle&ing the extreme fond-
nefs which the parilians ever teftify for no-
velty, their very curiofity appeared to me
a proof of the progrefs they had made in re-
finement. Yes; in the art of living—in the
art of efcaping from the cares which em-
barrafs the firft fteps towards the attainment
of the pleafures of focial life.

The pilots informed the failors that they
were under the dire&ion of a lieutenant re-
tired from the fervice, who fpoke englifh ;
adding, that they could do nothing without
his orders; and even the offer of money
could hardly conquer their lazinefs, and
prevail on them to accompany us to his
dwelling. They would not go with me alone
which | wanted them to have done, becaufe |
wiflied to difmifs the failors as foon as poflible.

Once
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Once more we rowed off, they following
tardily, till, turning round another bold pro-
tuberance of the rocks, we faw a boat making
towards us, and loon learnt that it was the
lieutenant himlelf, coming with fome earneft-
nefs to fee who we were.

To fave the failors any further toil, | had
my baggage inftantly removed into his boat;
for, as he could fpeak englilh, a previous
parley was not neceffary ; though Marguerite s
refpeft for me could hardly keep her from ex-

preffing the fear, ftronglv marked on her
-countenance, which my putting ourfelves
into the power oi a ftrange man excited. He
pointed out his cottage ; and, drawing near
to it, 1 was not forry to fee a female figure,
though | had not, like Marguerite, been
thinking of robberies, murders, or the other
evil which inftantly, as the failors would have
laid, runs foul of a woman’s imagination.
On entering, | was Hill better pleafed to find
a clean houfe, with fome degree of rural ele-
gance. The beds were of muflin, coarfe it is
true, but dazzlingly white ; and the floor was
ftrewed over with little fprigs of juniper (the
cuftom, as 1 afterwards found, of the country),
which formed a contrail with the curtains
B4 »N3
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and produced an agreeable fenfation of frefh-
nefs, to foften the ardour of noon. Still no-
thing was fo pleafmg as the alacrity of hofpi-
tality—all that the houfe afforded was quickly
fpread on the whiteft linen.—Remember I
had juft left the veffel, where, without being
faftidious, |1 had continually been difgufted.
Fifh, milk, butter, and cheefe, and | am forry
to add, brandy, the bane of this country, were
fpread on the board. After we had dined,
hofpitality made them, with fome degree of
myftery, bring us fome excellent coffee. | did
not then know that it was prohibited.

The good man of the houfe apologized for
coming in continually, but declared that he
was fo glad to fpeak englifh, he could not
ftay out. He need not have apologized; |
was equally glad of his company. With the
wife | could only exchange fmiles; and fne
was employed obferving the make of our
clothes. My hands, | found, had firft led her
to ciifcover that | was the lady. | had, of
courfe, my quantum of reverences ; for the
politenefs of the north feems to partake of the
coldnefs of the climate, and the rigidity of its
iron finewed rocks. Amongft the peafantry,
there is, however, fo much of the fxmplicity

of
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of the golden age in this land of funt—fo
much overflowing of heart, and fellow-
feeling, that only benevolence, and the honeft
fympathy of nature, diffufed fmiles over my
countenance when they kept me Handing, re-
gardlefs of my fatigue,, whilft they dropt

courtefy after courtefy.
The fituation of this houfe was beautiful,

though chofen for convenience. The matter be-
ing the officer who commanded all the pilots on
the coaft, and the perfon appointed to guard
wrecks, it was neceflary for him to fix on
a fpot that would overlook the whole bay.
As he had feen fome fervice, he wore, not
without a pride | thought becoming, a badge
to prove that he had merited well of has
country. It was happy, | thought, that he had
been paid in honour; for the ftipend he re-
ceived was little more than twelve pounds
a year.—| do not trouble myfclf or you with
the calculation of fwedifh ducats. Thus, my
friend, you perceive thp neceflity of per-
quijites. This fame narrow policy runs through
every tiling. | fliall have occafion further to
animadvert on it.

Though my hoft amufed me with an
account of himfelf, which gave me an idea
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of the manners of the people | was about to
vifit, | was eager to climb the rocks to view
the country, and fee whether the honeft tars
had regained their fhip. With the help of the
lieutenant’s telefcope | law the veffel under-
way with a fair though gentle gale. The lea
was calm, playful even as the moft Ihallow
ftream, and on the vaft bafon | did not fee a
dark fpeck to indicate the boat. My con-
ductors were confequently arrived.

Straying further, my eye was attrafted by
the fight of fome heart’s-eafe that peeped
through the rocks. | caught at it as a good
omen, and going to preserve it in a letter that
had not conveyed balm to my heart, a cruel
remembrance fuffufed my eyes; but it paffed
away like an April fhower. If you are deep
read in Shakfpeare, you will recollect that
this was the little weftern flower tinged by
love’s dart, which “ maidens call love in
idlenefs.” The gaiety of my babe was un-
mixed ; regardlel's of omens or fentiments,
flue found a few wild ftrawberries moie grate-
ful than flowers or fancies.

The lieutenant informed me that this was
a commodious bay. oi that 1 could not
judge, though | felt its piffcurefque beauty.

A Rocks
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Rocks were piled on rocks, forming a fuit-
able bulwark to the ocean. Come no fur-
ther, they emphatically laid, turning their
dark fides to the waves to augment the idle
roar. The viewwas fterile : ftill little patches
of earth, of the moft exquifite verdure, ena-
melled with the fweeteft wild flowers, feemed
to promile the goats and a few ftraggling
cows luxurious herbage. How filent and
peaceful was the fcene. | gazed around with
rapture, and felt more of that fpontaneous
pleafure which gives credibility to our expec-
tation of happinefs, than | had for along, long
time before. | forgot the horrors | had wit-
nefl'ed in France, which had caft a gloom
over all nature, and fuffering the enthufiafm
of my character, too often, gracious God !
damped by the tears of difappointed affection,
to be lighted up afreih, care took wing while
fimple fellow feeling expanded my heart.

To prolong this enjoyment, | readily af-
fented to the propofal of our hoft to pay a
vilit to a family, the mafier of which Ipoke
englifh, who was the drolleft dog in the
country, he added, repeating fome of his
ftories, with a hearty laugh.

| walked on, ftill delighted with the rude

beauties
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beauties of the fcene ; for the fublime often
gave place imperceptibly to the beautitul, di-
lating the emotions which were painfully
concentrated.

When we entered this abode, the largeft |
had vet feen, | was introduced to anumerous
family ; but the father, from whom i was led
to exped fo much entertainment, was aHent.
The lieutenant confequently was obliged to be
the interpreter of our reciprocal compliments.
The phrafes were awkwardly transmitted, it
is true ; but looks and geftures were fufli-
cient to make them intelligible and interefting.
The girls were all vivacity, and refpeft for
me could fcarcely keep them from romping
with my hoft, who, afking for a pinch of
fnufF, was prefented with a box, out of which
an artificial moufe, fattened to the bottom,
fprung. Though this trick had doubtlefs
been played time out of mind, yet the
laughter it excited was not lefs genuine.

They were overflowing with civility; but
to prevent their almoft killing my babe with
kindnefs, | was obliged to ihorten my vifit;
and two or three of the girls accompanied us,
bringing with them a part of whatever the
houfe afforded to contribute towards render-

ing
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mg my fupper more plentiful; and plentiful
in fafl it was, though | with difficulty did
honour to fome of the difhes, not relifhing
the quantity of fugar and fpices put into every
thing. At fupper my hoft told me bluntly
that | was a woman of obfervation, for | afked
him mens quejiions.

The arrangements for my journey were
quickiy made ; | could only have a car with
polt-horfes, as | did notchiife to wait till a
t.,arnage could be fent for to Gothenburg*
The expenie of my journey, about one
or two and twenty englifh miles, | found
would not amount to more than eleven or
twelve fhtilings, paying, he allured me, gc~
neroufly. | gave him a guinea and a half.
But it was with the greateft difficulty that T
could make him take fo much, indeed any
thing for my lodging and fare. He declared
that it was next to robbing me, explaining
how much 1 ought to pay on the road.
However, as | was polkive, he took the gui-
nea for himfelf; but, as a condition, infifted
on accompanying me, to prevent my meet-
ing with airy trouble or impofition on the
way.

| then retired to my apartment with re-
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gret. The night was fo fine, that Iwould gladly
have rambled about much longer ; yet recol-
lecting that | muft rife very early, | reluct-
antly went to bed : but my fenfes had been fo
awake, and my imagination ftill continued
fo buly, that | fought for reft in vain.
Riling before fix, | fcented the fweet morn-
ing air; | had long before heard the birds
twittering to hail the dawning day, though
it could fcarcely have been allowed to have
departed.

Nothing, in faft, can equal the beauty of
the northern fummer’s evening and night; if
night it may be called that only wants the
glare of day, the full light, which frequently
feems fo impertinent; for | could write at
midnight very well without a candle. I con-
templated all nature at reft ; the rocks, even
grown darker in their appearance, looked as
if they partook of the general repole, and re-
clined more heavily on their foundation.—
What, | exclaimed, is this adtive principle
which keeps me ftill awake 2—Why fly my
thoughts abroad when everything around me
appears at home ? My child was fleeping
with equal cahnnefs—innocent and fweet as
the clofing flowers.—Some recolle&ions, at-

tached
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tacheci to the idea of home, mingled with
reflections refpedxing the ftate of fociety I had
been contemplating that evening, made a tear"
drop on the rofy cheek I had juft killed ;
and emotions that trembled on the brink of
extacy and agony gave a poignancy to my
fenfations, which made me feel more alive
than ufual.

What are thefe imperious fympathies ?
How frequently has melancholy and event
myfanthropy taken poffeflion of me, when the
world has difgufted me, and friends have

proved unkind. | have then considered my-
felf as a particle broken off from the grand
mafs of mankind ;—1 was alone, till fome in-

voluntary fympathetic emotion, like the at-
traction of adhefion, made me feel that | was
ftill a part of a mighty whole, from which 1
eould not fever myfelf----not, perhaps, for the
reflection has been carried very far, by fnap-
ping the thread of an exiftence which lofes *t.
charms in proportion as the cruel experience
of life ftops or poifons the current of the heart.
Futurity, what haft thou not to give to thofe
who know that there is fuch a thing as
happinefs! | fpeak not of philofophical con-

tentment,
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tentment, though pain has afforded them the
ftrongeft conviction of it.

After our coffee and milk, for the miftrefs
of the houfe had been roufed long before us
by her hofpitality, my baggage was taken
forward in a boat by my hoft, becaufe the
car could not fafely have been brought to the
houfe.

The road at firft was very rocky and trou-
blefome ; but our driver was careful, and the
horfes accuftomed to the frequent and fudden
acclivities and defcents; fo that not apprehend-
ing any danger, | played with my girl, whom
I would not leave to Marguerite’s care, on ac-
count of her timidity.

Stopping at a little inn to bait the horfes, |
faw the firft countenance in Sweden that dif-
pleafed me, though the man was better
dreffed than any one who had asyet fallen
in my way. An altercation took place be-
tween him and my hoft, the purport of
which | could not guefs, excepting that | was
the occafion of it, be it what it would. The
fequel was his leaving the houfe angrily ; and
I was immediately informed that he was the
cuftom-houfe officer. The profeffional had

indeed effaced the national character, for
3 living
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lining -28 he did with thefe frank hofpitable
people, ftill only the excifeman appeared,-.—
the counterpart of fome | had met with in
England and France. | was unprovided with
a paflport, not having entered any great town.
At Gothenburg | knew | could immediately
obtain one, and only the trouble made me ob-
ject to the fearching my trunks. He Jbluftered
for money ; but the lieutenant was deter-
mined to guard me, according to promife, from
impofition.

To avoid being interrogated at the town-
gate, and obliged to go in the rain to give an
account of myfelf, merely a form, before we
could get the refrefhment we flood in need of,
he requefted us to defcend, I might have faid
ftep, from our car, and walk into town,

| expected to have found a tolerable inn,
but was ufhered into a moft comfortlefs one ;
and, becaufe it was about five o’clock, three
or four hours after their dining hour, I could
not prevail on them to give me any thing
warm to eat.

The appearance of the accommodations
obliged me to deliver one of my recommenda-
tory letters, and the gentleman, to whom it
wis addrefled, lent to look QUt for a lodging

G for
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for m& xvRilfl | partook of his fupper, As
nothing paffed at this fupper to charaderiza
the country, | fhall here clofe my letter.

Tour’s truly.

LETTER,
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XETTER If,

G othenburg is a clean airy town, and
having been built by the dutch, has canals
running through each ftreet, and in fome of
them there are rows of trees that would ren-
der it very pleafant were it not for the pave-
ment, which is intolerably bad.

There are feveral rich commercial houles,
fcotch, french, and fwedifh ; but the fcotch,
| believe, have been the moll fuccefsful. The
commerce and commiffion bufinefs with
France fmce the war, has been very lucra-
tive, and enriched the merchants, | am afraid,
at the expence of the other inhabitants, by
raifing the price of the neceflaries of life,

As all the men of confequence, I mean
men of the largefl fortune, are merchants,
their principal enjoyment is a relaxation from
bufinefs at the table, which is fpread at, |
think, too early an hour (between one and
two) for men who have letters to write and
accounts to fettle after paying due refpeft to
the bottle. However, when numerous cir-
cles are to be brought together, and when
©either literature nor public amufements fur-.

cC % nifh
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nith topics for converfation, a good dinner
appears to be the only centre to rally round,
efpecxally as fcandal, the zeft of more feleft
parties, can only be whiipered. As for poli-
tics, | have feldom found it a fubjeci of con-
tinual difcuffion in a country town in any
part of the world. The politics of the place
being on a fmaller fcale, fuits better with the
fixe of their faculties ; for, generally fpeak-
ing, the fphere of obfervation determines the
extent of the mind.

The more | iee of the world, the more |
am convinced that civilization is a blefling
not fufficiently eftimated by thofe who have
not traced its progrefs; for it not only refines
our enjoyments, but produces a variety which
enables us to retain the primitive delicacy of
our fenfations. Without the aid of the imagi-
nation all the pleasures of the lenfes muft
fink into groffiiefs, unlefs continual novelty
ierve as a fubftitute for the imagination,
which being impolfible, it was to this weari-
nefs, |1 fuppofe, that Solomon alluded when
he declared that there was nothing new un-
der the fun L—nothing for the common fenfa-
tions excited by the fenfes. Yet who will
deny that the imagination and underloading

' ' have
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have made many, very many difcoveries hnce
thofe days, which only feem harbingers of
others ftill more noble and beneficial. 1
never met with much imagination amongft
people who had not acquired a habit of re-
flexion ; and in that ftate of fociety in which
the judgment and taile ai'e not called forth,
and formed by the cultivation of the arts and
fciences, little of that delicacy of feeling and
thinking is to be found characterized by the
word fentiment. The want of fcientific pur-
fuits perhaps accounts for the hofpitality, as
well as for the cordial reception which ftrangers

receive from the inhabitants of fmall towns.
Hofpitality has, | think, been too much
praifed by travellers as a proof of goodnefs of
heart, when in my opinion indifcriminate
hofpitality is rather a criterion by which you
may form a tolerable eftimate of the indo-
lence or vacancy of a head; or, in other
words, a fondnefs for focial pleafures in
which the mind not having its proportion of

exercife, the bottle muft be pufhed about.
Thefe remarks are equally applicable
to Dublin, the moft hofpitable city |
ever pafled through. But | will try to
c ? confine
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confine my obfervations more particularly
to Sweden.

It is true | have only had a glance over a
fmall part of it ; yet of its prefent ftate of
manners and acquirements | think | have
formed a diftindt idea, without having vihted
the capital, where, in fa<S, lefs of a national
character is to be found than in the remote
parts of the country.

The fwedes pique themfelves on their po-
litenefs ; but far from being the polifh of a
cultivated mind, it confifts merely of tirefome
forms and ceremonies. So far indeed from
entering immediately into your character, and
making you feel Lnftantly atyour eafe, like the
well-bred french, their over-afted civility is a
continual rcflraint on all your actions. The
fort of fuperiority which a fortune gives-
when there is no fuperiority of education,, ex-
cepting what confifts in the obfervance of
fenfelefs forms, has a contrary effect than:
what is intended ; fo that Xcould not help
reckoning the peafantry the politeft people of
Sweden, who only aiming at pleafmg you*
never think of being admired for their beha-
viour.

Their tables, like their compliments, feenx

equally
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equally a caricature of the french. The
difhes are compofed, as well as theirs, of a
Variety of mixtures to deftroy the native
tafte of the food without being as relifhing.
Spices and fugar are put into every thing,
even into the bread ; and the only way I can
account for their partiality to high-feafotied
difhes, is the conftant ufe of faked provifions.
Neceffity obliges them to lay up a ftore of
dried fifh, and falted meat, for the winter ;
and in fummer, frefh meat and fifh tafte in-
fipid after them. To which may be added the
conftant ufe of fpirits. Every day, before
dinner and fupper, even whilft the difhes are
cooling on the table, men and women repair
to a fide-table, and to obtain an appetite, eat.
bread and butter, cheefe, raw falmon, or an-
chovies, drinking a glafs of brandy. Salt
fith or meat then immediately follows, to
give a further whet to the ftomach. As the
dinner advances, pardon me for taking up a
few minutes to defcribe what, alas! has de-
tained me two or three hours on the ftretch,
obferving, difh afterdifh is changed, in endlefs
rotation, and handed round with folemn pace
to each gueft: but fhouldyou happen not to like
the firft difhes, which was often my cafe, it is

G4 a grofs
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k grot's breach of politeriefs to afk for part of
any other till its turn comes. But have
patience, and there will he eating enough.
Allow me to run over the a<fts of a vifitin®
day, not overlooking the interludes.

Prelude a luncheon—then a fuccefiion of
fifh, flefh and fowl for two hours ; during
which time the defert, | was forry for the
ftrawberries and cream, refts on the table to
be impregnated by the fumes Of the viands.
Coffee immediately follows in the drawings
foom ; but doe's not preclude punch, ale, tea
and cakes, i'aw-falrrton, &c. A fupper brings
tip the rear, not forgetting the introductory lun-
cheon, aimoft equalling in removes the din-
ner. A day of this kind you would ima-
gine Sufficient--buta to-morrow and ato-mor-
row— A never ending, ftill beginning feaft
may be bearable, perhaps, when fiern winter
irownS, Shaking with chilling alpedt his hoary
locks ; but during a fummer, fweet as fleeting,
fet me, my kind ftrangers, efcape fometimes
into your fir groves, wander on the margin of
your beautiful lakes, or cKmb your rocks
to view |Ifil! others in endlefs perfpecHve ;
which, piled by more than giant’s hand, fcate
the' heavens to intercept its rays, or to receive
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the parting tinge of lingering day----day that,
fearcely foftened into twilight, allows the
freshening breeze to wake, and the moon to
Jt)ierft forth in all her glory to glide with fo-
lemn elegance through the azure expanfe.
The cow’s bell has ceafed to tinkle the

herd to reft ; they have all paced acrofs the
heath. Is not this the witching time of night ?

The waters murmur, and fall with more than
mortal mulic, and fpirits of peace walk abroad
to calm the agitated breaft. Eternity is in
thel'e moments : worldly cares melt into the
airy fluff that dreams are made of; and re-
veries, mild and enchanting as the firft hopes
of love, or the recolle&ion of loft enjoyment,
carry the haplefs wight into futurity, who, in
buftling life, has vainly ftrove to throw off the
grief which lies heavy at the heart. Good
night I A crefcent hangs out in the vault
before, which woos me to ftray abroad —it is
not a filvery reflection of the fun, but glows
with all its golden fplendour. W ho fears' the
falling dew ? It only makes the mown grafs
fmell more fragrant.

Adieu !

BETTER.
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letxer in*

T he population of Sweden has been efti-
mated from two millions and a half to three
millions ; a fmall number for fuch an im--
menfe trad of country: of which only fo
touch is cultivated, and that in the Illtnpleft
manner, as is abfolutely neceflary to fupply
the neceflaries of life; and near the fea-
fhore, from whence herrings are eafily pro-
cured, there fcarcely appears a veftige of cul-
tivation. The fcattered huts that ftand fhiver-
ing on the naked rocks, braving the pitilefs
elements, are formed of logs of wood, rudely
hewn ; and fo little pains are taken with the
craggy foundation, that nothing like a path-
way points out the door.

Gathered into himfelf by the cold, lower-
ing his vifage to avoid the cutting blaft, is it
furprifing that the churlifh pleafure of drink-
ing drams takes place of focial enjoyments
amongfl: the poor, efpecially if we take into
the account, that they moftly live on high-
feafoned provifions aiTd rye bread ? Hard
enough, you may imagine, as it is only baked
once a year. The fervants alfo, in moft fa-

milieSj
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mines, eat this kind of bread, and have a
different kind of food from their mafters,
'vvhich, in fpite of all the arguments | have
heard to vindicate the cuftom, appears to me
a remnant of barbarifm.
In faft, the fituation of the fervants

in every refpect, particularly that of the
women, fhews how far the fwedes are from

having a juft conception of rational equality.
They are not termed Haves ; yet a man may
ftrike a man with impunity becaufe he pays
him wages ; though thefe wages are fo low, that
neceffity muft teach them to pilfer, whilflr
fervility renders them falfe and boorifh. Still
the men (land up for the dignity of man, by
oppreffing the women. The moft menial,
and even laborious offices, are therefore left to
thefe poor drudges. Much of this | have
fe'en. In the winter, I am told, they take the
linen down to the river, to wafih it in the cold
water pand though their hands, cut by the ice,
are cracked and bleeding, the men, their fel-
low fervants, will not difgrace their manhood

by carrying a tub to lighten their mourden.
You will not be furprifed to hear that they
do not wear {hoes or ftockings, when 1 in-
form vou that their wages are feldom more
than.
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than twenty or thirty ihillings per annum.- It
Is the cuftom, I know, to give them a new
year s gift, and a prefent at fome other pe-
riod ; but can it all amount to a juft indem*
nity for their labour ? The treatment of
fervants in moft countries, | grant, is very
unjuft; and in England, that boafted land of
freedom, it is often extremely tyrannical. |
have frequently, with indignation, heard gen-
tlemen declare that they would never allow
a fervant to anfwer them ; and ladies of the
moft exquifite fenfibility, who were con-
tinually exclaiming againft the cruelty of the
vulgar to the brute creation, have in my
prefence forgot that their attendants had hu-
man feelings, as well as forms, | do not
know a more agreeable light than to fee
fervants' part of a family. By taking an in-
tereft, generally fpeaking, in their concerns,
you infpire them with one for yours. We
muft love our fervants* or we fhall never be
fufficiently attentive to their happinefs ; and
how can thofe mafters be attentive to their
happinefs, who living above their fortunes,
are more anxious to outfhine their neigh-
bours than to allow their houlhold the in-
nocent enjoyments they earn.
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It is, in fad, much more difficult for
fervants who are tantalized by feeing and
preparing the dainties of which they are not
to partake, to remain honeft, than the poor,
whofe thoughts are not led from their homely
fare; fo that, though the fervants here are
commonly thieves, you feldom hear of houfe-
Ifreaking, or robbery on the highway. The
country is, perhaps, too thinly inhabited to
produce many of that defeription ot thieves
termed footpads, or highwaymen. They are
ufually the fpawn of great cities; the effed
of the fpurious defires generated by wealth,
rather than the defperate ftruggles of poverty
to efcape from mifery.

The enjoyment of the peafantry was drink-
ing brandy and coffee, before the latter was
prohibited, and the former not allowed to be
privately diftilled. The wars carried on by the
late king rendering it neceffary to increafe
the revenue, and retain the fpecie in the coun-
try by every poll;hie means.

The taxes before the reign of Charles the
twelfth were inconflderable. Since then, the
burden has continually been growing heavier,
and the price of provifions has proportionably
jncreafed ; nay, the advantage accruing from
the exportation of corn to France, and rye to

Germany,
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Germany, will probably produce a fcarcity
in both Sweden and Norway, fhould not
a peace put a flop to it this autumn ; for fpe-
culations of various kinds have already almoft
doubled the price.

Such are the effects of war, that it faps
the vitals even of the neutral countries, who,
obtaining a fudden influx of wealth, appear to
be rendered flourishing by the deftru&ioil
which ravages the haplefs nations who are
facrificed to the ambition of their governors.
I fliall not, however, dwell on the vices,
though they be of the moft contemptible and
embruting call, to which a hidden acceffion
of fortune gives birth, becauie | believe it
may be delivered as an axiom that it isonly in
proportion to the induftry neceflary to acquire
wealth, that a nation is really benefited
by it.

The prohibition of drinking coffee, under
a penalty, and the encouragement given to
public diftilleries, tend to impoverifh the poor,
who are not afFe&ed by the fumptuary laws ;
for the regent has lately laid very fevere
reftraints on the article of drefs, which the
middling clafs of people found grievous
beCaufe it obliged them to throw afide
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finery that might have lafted them, for their
lives. *. *

Thefe may be termed vexations ; ftill the
death of the king, by faving them from the
confequences his ambition would naturally
have entailed on them, may be reckoned a
bleffing.

Befides, the french revolution has not only
rendered all the crowned heads more cautious,
but has fo decreafed every where (excepting
amongft themfelves) a refpeft for nobility,
that the peafantry have not only loft their
blind reverence for their feigniors, but com-
plain, in a manly ftyle, of oppreffions which
before they did not think of denominating
fuch, becaufe they were taught to confider
themfelves as a different order of beings. And,
perhaps, the efforts which the ariftocrats are
making here, as well as in every other part of
Europe, to fecure their fway, will be the
moft effectual mode of undermining it; taking
into the calculation, that the king of Sweden,
like moft of the potentates of Europe, has
continually been augmenting bis power by
encroaching on the privileges of the nobles.

*

The ladies are only allowed to wear black and white
filks, and plain mufiins, befides pther reftricUons of a like
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The well-bred fwedes of the capital arc
formed on the ancient french model; and
they in general fpeak that language ; for they
have a knack at acquiring languages, with
tolerable fluency. This may be leckoned an
advantage in fome refpedts ; but it pievents
the cultivation of their own, and any con-
jiderable advance in literary purl'uits.

A fenfible writer * has lately obferved, (I have
not his vyork by me, therefore cannot quote
his exact words) ‘that the americans very
wifely let the puropeans make their books
and fafhions for them.” But | cannot co-
incide with him in this opinion. The re-
flection neceffary to produce a certain number
even of tolerable productions, augments, moie
than he is aware of, the mafs of knowledge in
the community. Defultory reading is com-
monly merely a paftime. But we mult have an
object to refer our reflections to, or they will
feldom go below the furface. As in tra-
velling, the keeping of a journal excites to
many ufeful enquiries that would not have
been thought of, had the traveller only de-
termined to fee all he could fee, without ever
afking himfelf for what purpofe. Befides, the
very dabbling in literature furnifhes harmlefs

topics

» See Mr. Cooper’s Account of America,
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topics of converfation ; for the not having
fuch lubjefts at hand, though they ai’e ofteii
infupportably fatiguing,renders the inhabitants
of little towns prying and cehforious. Idle-*
nefs, rather than ill-nature* gives birth to
fcandal, and to the obfervation of little in-

cidents which narrows the mind. It is fre-
quently only the fear of being talked of,

which produces that puerile fcrupulofity about
trifles incompatible with an enlarged plan of
ufefulnefs, and with the bafis of all moral
principles—refpe<St for the virtues which are
not merely the virtues of convention.

I am, my friend, more and more convinced
that a metropolis, or an abode abfolutely foli-
tary, is the belt calculated for the improvement
of the heart, as well as the underftanding;
whether we defire to become acquainted with
man, nature, or ourfelves. Mixing with man-
kind, we are obliged to examine our pre-
judices, and often imperceptibly lole, as
we analyze them. And in the country, grow-
ing intimate with nature, a thoufand little
circumftances, unfeen by vulgar eyes, give
birth to fentiments dear to the imagination,
and inquiries which expand the foul, particu-

D larly
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iarly when cultivation has not fmoothed into
infipidity all its originality of character.

I love the country ; yet whenever | fee a
pidtilrefque fituation chofen on which to erefl
a dwelling, 1 am always afraid of the im-
provements. It requires uncommon tafte to
form a whole, and to introduce accommoda-
tions and ornaments analogous with the fur-
rounding fcene *.

| vifited, near Gothenburg, a honfe with
improved land about it, with which | wag
particularly delighted. It was clofe to a lake
embofomed in pine clad rocks. In one part of
the meadows, your eye was directed to the
broad expanfe ; in another, you were led

into

* Wi ith refpeft to gardening in England, | think we often
jnake an egregious blunder by introducing too much fliade ;
not confideriflg that the fhade which our climate require.-*
need not be very thick. If it keep oft the intenfe heat ot the
fun, and afford a folitary retirement, it is fufficient. But in
ftiany great gardens, or pleafure-grounds, the fan’s rays can.
fcarcely ever penetrate. Thefe may amufe the eye ; yet they
are nothome walks to which the owner can retire to enjoy
air and folitude ; for, excepting during an extraordinary dry
fummer, they are damp and chill. For the lame reafon*
grottoes are abfurd in this temperate climate. An um-

brageous tree will afford fufficient ftielter from the moftardent
heat, that we ever feel. To fpeak explicitly, the ufefulnefs

5
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into a {hade, to fee a part of it, in the form of
a river, rufh amongft the fragments of rocks
and roots of trees ; nothing feemed forced.
One recefs, particularly grand and folemn,
amongft the towering cliffs, had a rude ftone
table, and feat, placed in it, that might have
ferved for a druid’s haunt; whilft a placid
ftream below enlivened the flowers on its
margin, where light-footed elves would gladly
have danced their airy rounds.

Here the hand of tafte w-as confpicuous,
though not obtrufive, and formed a contrail
with another abode in the fame neighbour-
hood, on which much money had been la-
vifhed: where italian colonades were placed
to excite the wonder of the rude craggs ; and

of a garden ought to be confpicuous, becaufe It ought not to
be planted for the feafon when nature wantons in her prime ;
for the whole country is then a garden—'far fweeter. Ifnot very
extenfive, | think a garden fhould contain more ihrubs and
flowers than lofty trees ; and in order to admit the fun-beams
to enliven our fpring, autumn and winter, ferpentine walks,
the rage for the line of beauty, fliould be made to fubmit to
convenience. Yet, in this country, a broad ftraight gravel
walk is a great convenience for thofe who wifli t0 take
exercife in all feafons, after rain particularly- When the
weather is fine, the meadows offer winding paths, far fuperior
to the formal turnings that interrupt refleftion, without
amufmg the fancy,

D 2 a ftong
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a {tone ftair-cafe, to threaten with deftrudioa
a wooden houle. Venufes and Apollos con-
demned to lie hid in fnow three parts of the
year, leemed equally dilplaced, and called the
attention off from the furrounding fublimity,
without infpiring any voluptuous fenfations.
Yet even thefe abortions of vanity have been
ufeful. Numberlefs workmen have been em-
ployed, and the fuperintending artift has im-
proved the labourers whole unfkilfulnefs tor-
mented him, by obliging them to fubm.it to the
difeipline of rules. Adieu !

Your's affedionately.

LETTER
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letter IV.

T he feverity of the long fwedifh winter
tends to render the people fluggith ; for,
though this feafon has its peculiar pleafures,

too much time is employed to guard againft
its inclemency. St’ll, as warm cloathing is

abfolutely neceflaiy, the women fpin, and the
men weave, and by thefe exertions get a fence
to keep out the cold. | have rarely patted
a knot of cottages without feeing cloth laid
out to bleach ; and when | entered, always
found the women fpinning or knitting.

A miftaken tendernefs, however, for their
children, makes them, even in fummer, load
them with flannels ; and, having a fort of na-
tural antipathy to cold water, the fqualid ap-
pearance of the poor babes, not to fpeak of
the noxious fmell which flannel and rugs retain,
feems a reply to a queftion | had often afked—
Why | did not fee more children in the vil-
lages | paffed through ? Indeed the children
appear to be nipt in the bud, having neither
the graces nor charms of their age. And this,
I am perl'uaded, is much more owing to the
ignorance of the mothers than to the rudenefs

D3 of
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of the climate. Rendered feeble by the con~»
tinual perfpiration they are kept in, -whilft
every pore is abforbing unwholefome moif-
ture, they give them, even at the breaft,
brandy, fait fiih, and every other crude fub-
fiance, which air and exercife enables the
parent to digelt.

The women of fortune here, as well as
every where elfe, have nurfes to fuckle their
children ; and the total want of chaftity in
the lower clafs of women frequently renders
them very unfit for the truft.

You have fometimes remarked to me the
difference of the manners of the country girls
in England and in America; attributing the
yeferve of the former to the climate-*—to the
abfence of genial funs. But it muft be their
ftars, not the zephyrs gently ftealing on their
fenfes, which here lead frail women aftray.—
Who can look at thefe rocks, and allow the
voluptuoufnefs of nature to be an excufe for
gratifying the defires it infpires ? We muft,
therefore, find fojue other caufe befide vo-.
luptucufnefs, | believe, to account for the
condud of the fwedifh and american country
girls ; for I am led to conclude, from all the
obfervations | have made, that there is always

a mixture
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a mixture of fentiment and imagination in
voluptuoufnefs, to which neither of them
have much pretenfion.

The country girls of Ireland and Wales
equally feel the firft impulfe of nature,
which, reftrained in England by fear 0L deli-
cacy, proves that fociety is there in a more ad-
vanced ftate. Befides, as the mind is culti-
vated, and tafte gains ground, the paffions be-
come ftronger, and reft on fomething more
(table than the cafual fympathies of the mo-
ment. Health and idlenefs will always ac-
count for promifcuous amours ; and in fome
degree | term every perfon idle, the exercife
of whole mind doe? not bear fome piopoi-
tion to that of the body.

The fwediih ladies exercife neither fufficient-
ly ; of courfe, grow very fat at an early age ;
and when they have not this downy appear-*
ance, a comfortable idea, you will fay, in a cold
climate, they are not remarkable for fine forms.
They have, however, moftly fine complexionsj
but indolence makes the lily foon difplace die
rofe. The quantity of coffee, fpices, and other
things of that kind, with want of care, almofl
univerfally fpoil their teeth, which contraft
but ill with their ruby lips.
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The manners of Stockholm are refined,
I hear, by the introduction of gallantry ; but
in the country, romping and coarfe freedoms,
with  coarfer allufions, keep the fpirits
awake. In the article of cleanlinefs, the wo-
men, of all descriptions, feem very deficient j
and their drefs fhews that vanity is more in-
herent in women than tafle.

The men appear to have paid ftill lefs court
to the graces. They are a robuft, healthy
race, diftinguifned for their common fenfe and
turn for humour, rather than for wit or fenti-
ment. | include not, as you may fuppofe, in
this general chara&er, fome of the nobility and
officers, who having travelled, are polite and
well informed.

Imuft own to you, that the lower clafs of
people here amufe and intereft me much
more than the middling, with their apilh good
breeding and prejudices, The fympathy and
franknefs of heart confpicuous in the peafantry
produces even a fimple gracefulnefs of deport-
ment, which has frequently ftruck me as very
picturefque 5 I have often alfo been touched
by their extreme defire to oblige me, when |
could not explain my wants, and by their-
farneft manner of exprcffing that defire. There
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is fuch a charm in tendernefs —It is fo de-
lightful to love our fellow-creatures, and meet
the honeft affections as they break forth. Still,
my good friend, | begin to think that | fhould
not like to live continually in the country,
with people whofe minds have inch a narrow
range. My heart would frequently be in-
terefted; but my mind would languifh for
more companionable fociety.

The beauties of nature appear to me now
even more alluring than in my youth, becaute
my intercourfe with the world has formed,
without vitiating my tafte, But, with refpedfc
to the inhabitants of the country, my fancy has
probably, when difgufted with artificial man-
ners, folaced itfelf by joining the advantages
of cultivation with the interefting fmcerjty
of innocence, forgetting the laffitude that ig-
norance wi}l naturally produce. | like to fee
animals fporting, and fympathize in their
pains and pleafures. Still I love fometirnes to
yiew the human face divine, and trace the
foul, as well as the heart, in its varying linea-
ments.

A journey to the country, which | mult
fhortly make, will enable me to extend my
jpniarks.— Adieu !

LETTER.
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I.ETTER V*

Had | determined to travel in Sweden
merely for pleafure, | fhould probably have
chofen the road to Stockholm, though con®
winced, by repeated obfervation, that the
manners of a people are beft difcriminated in
the country. The inhabitants of the capital
are all of the fame genus ; for the varieties in
the fpecies we muft, therefore, fearch where
the habitations of men are fo feparated as to
allow the difference of climate to have its na-
tural effect. And with this difference we are,
perhaps, mod forcibly ftruck at the firft view,
juft as we form an eftimate of the leading
traits of a character at the firft glance, of
which intimacy afterwards makes us almoft
lofe fight,

As my affairs called me to Stromftad (the
frontier town of Sweden) in my way to
Norway, | was to pafs over, | heard, the
moft uncultivated part of the country. Still
| believe that the grand features of Sweden
are the fame every where, and it is only the
grand features that admit of defcription.

There
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individuality in every profpeO,
which remains in the memory as forcibly
depifted asthe particular features that have ar-
retted our attention; yet we cannot find
words to difcriminate that individuality fo as
to enable a ftranger to fay, this is the face, tnat
the view. We may amufe by fetting the
imagination to work ; but we cannot ftore the
memory with a fadt.

As | wifh to give you a general idea of
this'country, | (hall continue in my deful-
tory manner to make fuch obferyations and
reflections as the circumftances draw forth,
without lofing time, by endeavouring to ar-
range them,

Travelling in Sweden is very cheap, and

gven commodious, if you make but the proper
arrangements.

There is an

Here, as in other parts of the
continent, it is neceflfary to have your own
carriage, and to have a fervant who can fpeak
the language, if you are unacquainted with it*
Sometimes a fervant who can drive would be
found very ufeful, which was our cafe, for |
travelled in company with two gentlemen,
one of whom had a german fervantwho drove
yery well.  This was afl the party; tor not
intending
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intending to make a long ftay, | left my little
girl behind me.

As the roads are not much frequented, to
avoid waiting three or four hours for horfes, we
lent, as is the conftant cuftom, an avant cou-
rier the night before, to order them at every
poft, and we conftantiy found them ready.
Our firft let Ijokingly termed requijition horfes;
but afterwards we had almoft always little
fpirited animals that went on at a round pace.

The roads, making allowance for the ups
and downs, are uncommonly good and plea-
fant. The expence, including the poftillions
and other incidental things, does not amount
to more than afhilling the fwedifh mile. *

I he inns are tolerable ; but not liking the
3Ae bread, | found it neceflary to furnifh
myfelf with fome wheaten before | fet out.
The beds too were particularly difagreable to
me. It feemed to nie that | was finking into
a grave when | entered them ; for, immerfed
in down placed in a fort of box, | expeded to
be fuffocated before morning. The fleeping
between two down beds, they do fo even in
fuminer, mud be very unvvholefome during

* A Sv.-edifh mile is nearly fix EngliHi miles.

any
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any feafon ; and | cannot conceive how the
people can bear it, efpecially as the fummers
are very warm. But warmth they feem not
to feel; and, | fhould think, were afraid of
the air, by always keeping their windows
(hut. In the winter, | am perfuaded, | could
not exift in rooms thus doled up, with fto\es
heated in their manner, for they only put
wood into them twice a day; and, when
the ftove is thoroughly heated, they fhut the
flue, not.admitting any air to renew its elafti-
city, even when the rooms are crowded with
company. Thefe ftoves are made of earthen-
ware, and often in a form that ornaments an
apartment, which is never the cafe with the
heavy iron ones | have feen elfewhere. Stoves
may be economical 5 but I like a lire, a wood
one, in preference; and | am convinced that
the current of air which it attracts renders this
the belt mode of warming rooms.

We arrived early the fecond evening at a
little village called Quiftram, where we had
determined to pafs the night; having been in-
formed that we fhould not afterwards find a
tolerable inn until we reached Stromftad,

Advancing towards Quiftram,as the fun was
beginning to decline, | was particularly im-

prelTed
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jpfefled by tbe beauty of the fituation. The
road was on the declivity of a rocky moun-
tain, flightly covered with a mofly herbage
and vagrant firs. At the bottom, a river,
ftraggling amongft the receffes of ftone, was
haftening forward to the ocean and its grey
rocks, of which we had a profped on the
left, whilft on the right it ftole peacefully
forward into the meadows, lofing itfelf in a
thickly wooded rifing ground. As we drew
near, the lovelieft banks of wild flowers va-
riegated the profpedt, and promifed to exhale
odours to add to the fweetnefs of the air,
the purity of which you could almoft iee,
alas! not fmell, for the putrifying her-
rings, which they ufe as manure, after the
oil has been extracted, fpread over the
patches of earth, claimed by cultivation, de~
ftroyed every other.

It was intolerable, and entered with us
into the inn, which was in other refpe&s a
charming retreat.

Whilft fupper was preparing | croffed the
bridge, and ftrolled by the river, liftening to
its murmurs.  Approaching the bank, the
beauty of which had attracted my attention
in the carriage, | recognized many of my

old
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old acquaintance growing with great luxu-*
nancy.

Seated on it, | could not avoid noting an
obvious remark. Sweden appeared to me the
country in the world moft proper to form
the botanift and natural hiftorian : every ob-
ject feemed to remind me of the creation of
things, of the firft efforts of fportive nature.
When a country arrives at a certain ftate of
perfection, it looks as if it were made fo j and
curiofity is not excited. Befides, in focial life
too many objects occur for any to be diftinCtly
obferved by the generality of mankind ; yet a
contemplative man, or poet, inthe country, X
tlo not mean the country adjacent to cities,
feels and fees what would efcape vulgar eyes,
and draws fuitable inferences. This train of
reflections might have led me further, in every
fenfe of the word ; but | could not efcape
from the deteftable evaporation ofthe herrings,
which poifoned all my pleafure.

After making a tolerable fupper, for it Is
not eafy to get frefh provifions on the road, |
retired, to be lulled to fleep by the murmur-
ing of a ftream, of which | with great diffi-
culty obtained fufficient to perform my daily
ablutions.

The
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The laft battle between the Danes and
Swedes, which gave new life to their ancient
enmity, was fought at this place 1788; only
feventeen or eighteen were killed ; for the
great fuperiority of the Danes and Norwe-
gians obliged the Swedes to fubmit; but
ficknefs, and a fcarcity of provifions, proved
very fatal to their opponents, on their re-

turn.
It would be very eafy to fearch for the

particulars of this engagement in the publi-
cations of the day; but as this manner of
filling my pages does not come within my
plan, | probably fhould not have remarked
that the battle was fought here, were it not
to relate an anecdote which | had from good
authority.

I noticed, when 1 firft mentioned this place
to you, that we defcended a fteep before we
came to the innj an immenfe ridge of rocks
ftretching out on one fide. The inn was
fheltered under them ; and about a hundred
vards from it was a bridge that crofled the
river, whofe murmurs | have celebrated ; it
was not fordable. The fwedifh general re-
ceived orders to ftop at the bridge, and dis-
pute the paffage; a moft advantageous poll
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for an army fo much inferior in force : blit
the influence of beauty is not confined to
courts. The miftrefs of the inn was hand-
fome : when | faw her there were ftill fome re-
mains of beauty; and, to preferve her houfe,
the general gave up the only tenable ftation,
He was afterwards broke for contempt of or~
ders.

Approaching the frontiers, confequently the
fea, nature refumed an afped: ruder and
ruder, or rather feemed the bones of the
world waiting to be clothed with everything
neceffary to give life and beauty. Still it was
fublime.

The clouds caught their hue of the rocks
that menaced therm The fun appeared
afraid to fhine, the birds ceafed to fing, and
the flowers to bloom ; but the eagle fixed his
neft high amongft the rocks, and the vulture
hovered over this abode of defolation. The
farm houfes, in which only poverty refided,
were formed of logs fcarcely keeping off the
cold and drifting fnow ; out of them the in-
habitants feldom peeped, and the fports or
prattling of children was neither feen nor
heard. The current of life feemed congealed
at the fource ; all were not frozen; for it

E was
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was fumincr, you remember; but everything
appeared fo dull, that I waited to fee ice, in.
order to reconcile me to the abfence of
gaiety.

The day before, my attention had fre-
quently been attra&ed by the wild beauties
of the country we palled through.

The rocks which toffed their fantaftic
heads fo high were often covered with pines
and firs, varied in the moft pidturefque man-
ner. Little woods filled up the recelTes, when
forefts did not darken the fcene; and vallies
and glens, cleared of the trees, difplayed a
dazzling verdure which contrafted with the
gloom of the (hading pines. The eye ftole
into many a covert where tranquillity feemed
to have taken up her abode, and the number
of little lakes that continually prefented them-
felves added to the peaceful compofure of the
fcenery.  The little cultivation which ap-
peared did not break the enchantment, nor
did caftles rear their turrets aloft to crufh the
cottages, and prove that man is more favage
than the natives of the woods. | heard of
the bears, but never faw them ftalk forth,
which | was forry for; | wifhed to have
feen one in its wild ftate. In the winter, |

am
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am told, they fometimes catch a ftray cow,
which is a heavy lofs to the owner.

The farms are fmall. Indeed moft of the
houfes we faw on the road indicated po-
verty, or rather that the people could juft
live. Towards the frontiers they grew
worfe and worfe in their appearance, as if
not willing to put fterility itfelf out of coun-
tenance. No gardens fmiled round the habi-
tations, not a potatoe or cabbage to eat with,
the fifh drying on a ftick near the door. A
little grain here and there appeared, the long
ftalks of which you might almoft reckon.
The day was gloomy when we patted over
this reje&ed fpot, the wind bleak, and winter
feemed to be contending with nature, faintly
ftruggling to change the feafon. Surely,
thought I, if the fun ever fhines here, it
cannot warm thele ftones ; mofs only cleaves
to them, partaking of their hardnefs ; and
nothing like vegetable life appears to chear
with hope the heart.

So far from thinking that the primitive
inhabitants of the world lived in a fouthera
climate, where Paradife fpontaneoufly arol'e,
I am led to infer, from various circumftances,
that the firft dwelling of man happened to be

E 2 a fpot
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a ipot like this which led him to adore a fun
fa feldom I'een; for this worihip, which pro-
bably preceded that of demons or demi-gods,
certainly never began in a fouthern climate,
where the continual prefence oi the mn pre-
vented its being confidered as a good ; or
rather the want of it never being felt, this
glorious luminary would carelefsly have dif-
fufed its blefiings without being hailed as a
benefactor. Man muft therefore have been
placed in the north, to tempt him to run
after the fun, in order that the different parts
of the earth might be peopled. Nor do |
wonder that hordes of barbarians always
poured out of thefe regions to feek for
milder climes, when nothing like cultivation
attached them to the foil; efpecially when we
take into the view that the adventuring fpirit,
common to man, is naturally ftronger and
more general during the infancy of fociety-
The conduCt of the followers of Mahomet,
and the crufaders, will fufficiently conobo-
borate my affertion.

Approaching nearer to Stromftad, the ap-
pearance of the town proved to be quite in
character with the country we had juft patted
through.. | heixtated to ufe the word coun-

try,
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try, yet could not find another ; ftill It
would found abfurd to talk of fields of
rocks.

The town was built on, and under them.
Three or four weather-beaten trees were
fhrinking from the wind; and the grafs
grew fo fparingly, that | could not avoid
thinking- Dr. Johnfon s hyperbolical aflertion

t-hat the man merited well of his coun-
try who made a few blades of grafs grow
where they never grew before,” might here
have been uttered with ftric> propriety. The
fteeple likewife towered aloft; for what is a
church, even amongft the Lutherans, with-
out a fteeple ? But to prevent mifchief in
fuch an expofed fituation, it is wifely placed
on arock at fome diftance, not to endanger
the roof of the church.

Rambling about, | faw the door open,
and entered, when to my great furprife |
found the clergyman reading prayers, with
only the clerk attending. | inftantly thought
of Swift’s “ Dearly beloved Roger;” but on
enquiry | learnt that fome one had died that
morning, and in Sweden it is cuftomary to
pray for the dead,

The iun, who | fufpected never dared to

E J fhine?
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fhine, began now to convince me that he
caine forth only to torment ; for though the
wind was ftill cutting, the rocks became in-
tolerably warm under my feet; whilft the her-
ring effluvia, which | before found fo very
offenfive, once more affailed me. | haftened
back to the houfe of a merchant, the little
fovereign of the place, becaufe he was by far
the richeft, though not the mayor.

Here we were moft hofpitably received,
and introduced to a very fine and numerous
family. | have before mentioned to you the
lillies of the north, | might have added, water
lillies, for the complexion of many, even
of the young women feem to be bleached on
the bofom of fnow. But in this youthful
circle the rofes bloomed with all their wonted
freflinefs, and | wondered from whence the
fire was ftolen which fparkled in their fine
blue eyes.

Here we flept; and | rofe early in the
morning to prepare for my little voyage to
Norway. | bad determined to go by water,
and was to leave my companions behind ;
but not getting a boat immediately, and the
wind being high and unfavourable, | was
told that it was not fafe to go to fea during
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fuch boifterous weather; 1 was therefore
obliged to wait for the morrow, and had the
prefent day on my hands ; which | feared
would be irkfome, becaufe the family, who
poffeffed about a dozen french words amongft
them, and not an englifth phrafe, were anxious
to amufe me, and would not let me remain
alone in my room. The town we had already
walked round and round ; and ifwe advanced
farther on the coaft, it was ftill to view the
fame unvaried immenfity of water, furrounded
by barrennefs.

The gentlemen wifhing to peep into Nor-
way, propofed going to Fredericfhall, the firft
town, the diftance was only three fwedifh
miles. There, and back again, was but a
day’s journey, and would not, | thought,

interfere  with my voyage. | agreed, and
invited the eldeft and prettieft of the girls
to accompany us. | invited her, becaufe |

liked to fee a beautiful face animated by plea-
fure, and to have an opportunity of regard-
ing the country, whilft the gentlemen were
amullng themfelves with her.

I did not know, for | had not thought of
it, that we were to fcale fome of the moft
mountainous cliffs of Sweden, in our way to

E 4 the
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the ferry which feparates the two coun-
tries.

Entering amongft the cliffs, we we”e fhel-
tered from the wind ; warm iun-beams began
to play, ftreams to flow,* and groves of
pines diversified the rocks. Sometimes they
became fuddenly bare and fublime. Once,
in particular, after mounting the moft terrific
precipice, we had to pafs through a tremen-
dous defile, where the doling chafm feemed
to threaten us with inftant deftru&ion, when
turning quickly, verdant meadows and a
beautiful lake relieved and charmed my
eyes.

I have never travelled through Switzerland ;
but one of my companions aflured toe, that |
lhould not there find any thing fuperior, if
equal to the wild grandeur of thefe views.

As we had not taken this excurfion into
our plan, the horfes had not been previoufly
ordered, which obliged us to wait two
hours at the firft poft. The day was wearing
away. The road was fo bad, that walking
up the precipices confumed the time infen-
fibly. But as we defired horfes at each
poft ready at a certain hour, we reckoned

on returning more fpeedily.
We
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W e ftopt to dine at a tolerable farm. They
brought us out ham, butter, cheefe, and
milk; and the charge was fo moderate, that
| fcattered a little money amongft the chil-
dren who were peeping at us, in order to pay
them for their trouble.

Arrived at the ferry, we were ftill detained;
for the people who attend at the ferries have
a ftupid kind of fluggifhnefs in their man-
ner, which is very provoking when you are
inhafte. At prefent | did not feel it; tor
fcrambling up the cliffs, my eye followed the
river as it rolled between the grand rocky
banks; and to complete the fcenery, they
were covered with firs and pines, through
which the wind milled, as if it were lulling
itfelf to fleep with the declining fun.

Behold us now in Norway; and | could
not avoid feeling furprife at obfei'ving the
difference in the manners of the inhabitants of
the two fides of the river; for everything thews
that the norwegians are more induftrious and
more opulent. The Swedes, for neighbours are
feldom the beft friends, accufe the norwegians
of knavery, and they retaliate by bringing
a charge of hypocrify againft the Swedes.
Local circumftances probably render both

3 unjuft,
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unjuft, fpeaking from their feelings, rather
than reafon : and is this aftonifhing when
we confider that moft writers of travels
have done the fame, whofe works have ferved
as materials for the compilers of univerfal
hiftories. All are eager to give a national
character ; which is rarely juft, becaufe they
do not difcriminate the natural from the ac-
quired difference. The natural, | believe, on
due consideration, will be found to confift
merely in the degree of vivacity or thought-
fulnefs, pleafure, or pain, infpired by the
climate, whilft the varieties which the forms
of government, including religion, produce,
are much more numerous and unftable.

A people have been characterized as ftupid
by nature ; what a paradox ! becaufe they
did not confider that Haves, having no ob-
ject to ftimulate induftry, have not their fa-
culties fharpened by the only thing that can
exercife them, felf-intereft.  Others have
been brought forward as brutes, having no
aptitude for the arts and fciences, only be-
caufe the progrefs of improvement had not
rcached that ftage which produces them.

Thofe writers who have confidered the

jhiftory of man, or of the human mind, on a
more
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more enlarged fcale, have fallen into fimilar
errors, not refleding that the paffions are
mreak where the neceflaries of life are too
hardly or too eafily obtained.

Travellers who require that every nation
fhould referable their native country, had bet-
ter ftay at home. It is, for example, abfurd
to blame a people for not having that degree
of perfonal cleanlinefs and elegance of man-
ners which only refinement of tafte pro-
duces, and will produce every where in pro-
portion as fociety attains a general polifh.
The moft effential fervice, |1 prefume, that
authors could render to fociety, would be to
promote inquiry and difcuffion, inftead of
making thofe dogmatical affertions which only
appear calculated to gird the human mind
round with imaginary circles, like the paper
globe which reprefents the one he inhabits.

This fpiiit of inquiry is the character)ftic.
of the prefent century, from which the fuc-
ceeding will, I am perfuaded, receive a gieat
accumulation of knowledge ; and doubtlefs
its diffufion will in a great meafure defti oy the
factitious national characters which have been
fuppofed permanent, though only rendered
fo by tfie permanency of ignorance.

Arriving
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Arriving at Fredericfhall, at the fiege of
which Charles XI11. loft his life, we had only-
time to take a tranfient view of it, whilft
they were pi'eparing us fome refrefhment.

Poor Charles ! | thought of him with re-
fpe£t. | have always felt the fame for
Alexander; with whom he has been clalfed
as a madman, by feveral writers, who have
reafoned fuperficially, confounding the mo-
rals of the day with the few grand principles
on which unchangeable morality refts. Making
no allowance for the ignorance and preju-
dices of the period, they do not perceive how
much they themfelves are indebted to general
improvement for the acquirements, and even
the virtues, which they would not have had
the force of mind to attain, by their in-
dividual exertions in a lefs advanced ftate of

The evening was fine, as is ufual at this
feafon ; and the refreftiing odour of the pine
woods became more perceptible; for it was
nine o’clock when we left Fredericfhall. At
the ferry we were detained by a difpute rela-
tive to our fwedifh paffport, which we did
not think of getting counterfigned in Nor-
way. Midnight was coming on; yet it

might
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might with fuch propriety have been termed
the noon of night, that had \ oung ever tra-
velled towards the north, | fhould not have
wondered at his becoming enamoured of the
moon. But it is not the queen of night
alone who reigns here in all her fpiendor,
though the fun, loitering juft below the hori-
zon, decks her with a golden tinge from his-
car, illuminating the cliffs that hide him ;
the heavens alfo, of a clear foftened blue,
throw her forward, and the evening ftar
appears a leffer moon to the naked eye. The
huge fhadows of the rocks, fringed with
firs, concentrating the views, without dar-
kening them, excited that tender melancholy
which, fublimating the imagination, exalts,
rather than deprefles the mind.

My companions fell afleep :-—--fortunately
they did not fnore; and | contemplated,
fearlefs of idle queftions, a night fuch as 1had
never before feen or felt to charm the fenfes,
and calm the heart. The very air was balmyr
as it frefhened into morn, producing the
moft voluptuous fenfations. A vague plea-
furable fentiment abforbed me,, as | opened
my bofom to the embraces of nature; and
my foul role to its author, with the chirping

of
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of the Solitary birds, which began to feel, ra-
ther than fee, advancing day. 1 had leilure
to mark its progrefs. The grey morn,
ftreaked with fxlvery rays, ufliered in the
orient beams,— how beautifully varying into
purple '—yet, | was forry to lofe the ~foft
watry clouds which preceded them, exciting
a kind of expectation that made me almoft
afraid to breathe, left 1 fliould break the
charm. | faw the fun—and fighed.

One of my companions, now awake, per-
ceiving that the poftillion had miftaken the
road, began to fwear at him, and roufed the
other two, who reluctantly {hook off fleep.

We had immediately to mealure back our
fteps, and did not reach Stromftad before
five in the morning.

The wind had changed in the night, and
my boat was ready.

A difh of coffee, and frefh linen, recruited
my fpirits ; and | dire.£tly fet out again
for Norway ; purpofing to land much higher
up the coaft.

Wrapping my great coat round me, | lay
down on fome fails at the bottom of the
boat, its motion rocking me to reft, till a

difcourteous wave interrupted my flumbers,
and
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and obliged me to rife and feel a folitarinefs
which was not fo foothing as that of the
paft night.

Adieu!

LETTER
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LETTER VI

The fea was boiftcrous ; but, as I had an
experienced pilot, | did not apprehend any
danger. Sometimes | was told, boats are
driven far out and loft. However, | feldorn
calculate chances fo nicely— Sufficient for the
day is the obvious evil !

We had to fteer amongft iflands and huge
rocks, rarely lofing fight of the fhore, though
it now and then appeared only a inift that
bordered the water’s edge. The pilot affured
me that the numerous harbours on the
Norway coaft were very fafe, and the pilot-
boats wrere always on the watch, xlie  edifh
fide is very dangerous, 1 am ailo informed j
and the help of experience is not often at
hand, to enable ftrange veffels to fteer clear
of the rocks, which lurk below the water,
clofe to the fhore.

There are no tides here, nor in the cattegate ;
and, what appeared to me a confequence, no
fandy beach. Perhaps this obfervation has
been made before ; but it did not occur to me

till 1 faw the waves continually beating againft
the
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the bare rocks, without ever receding to leave
a fediment to harden.

The wind was fair, till we had to tack
about in order to enter Laurvig, where we
arrived towards three o’clock in the after-
noon. It is a cleans pleafant town, with
a considerable iron-work, which gives life
to it.

As the norwegians do not frequently fee tra-
vellers, they are very curious to know their
bufinefs, and who they are—fo curious that |
was half tempted to adopt Dr. Franklin’s
plan, when travelling in America, where thev
are equally prying, which was to write on
a paper, for public infpedion, my name,
from whence | came, where | was going, and
what was my bufinefs. But if | were im-
portuned by their curiofity,- their friendly
geftures gratified me. A woman, coming
alone, interefted them. And | know not
whether my wearinefs gave me a look of pe-
culiar delicacy ; but they approached to affile
me, and enquire after my wants, as if they
were afraid to hurt, and wifhed to prated me.
The fympathy | infpired, thus dropping down
from the clouds in a ftrange land, affeded me
more than it would have done, had not my

| fpirits
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/pints been harafled by various caufes--—-by
much thinking—mufing aimoft to madnefs—*
and even by a fort of weak melancholy that
hung about my heart at parting with my
daughter for the firft time.

You know that as a female | am particu-
larly attached to her— | feel more than a
mother’s fondnefs and anxiety, when | refled
on the dependent and oppreffed ftate of her
fex. | dread left fhe fhould be forced to fa-
erifice her heart to her principles, or prin-
ciples to her heart. W.ith trembling hand |
fhall cultivate fenfibility, and eherifh delicacy
of fentiment, left, whilft | lend frefe blufhes
to the rofe, | fharpen the thorns that will
wound the breall | would fain guard—I
dread to unfold her mind, left it fhould ren-
der her unfit for the world fhe is to inhabit—
llaplefs woman ! what a fate is thine !

But whither am | wa*ndering ? | only meant
to tell you that the impreffion the kindnefs of
the Ample people made vifible on my counte-
nance increafed my fenfibility to a painful de-
gree. | wifhed to have had a room to myfelf;
for their attention, and rather diftreffmg ob-
fervation, embarrafled me extremely. Yet, as
they would bring me eggs, and make my

coffee,
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coffee, | found | could not leave them with-
out hurting their feelings of hofpitality.

It is cuftomary here for the hoft and
hoftefs to welcome their guefts as matter and
miftrefs of the houfe.

My clothes, in their turn, attra&ed the
attention of the females ; and | could not help
thinking of the foolifh vanity which makes
many women fo proud of the 'obfervation of
ftrangers as to take wonder very gratuitouily
for admiration. This error they are very
apt to fall into; when arrived in a foreign
country, the populace ftare at them as they
pafs : yet the make ofa cap, or the Angularity
ofa gown, is often the caufe of the flattering
attention, which afterwards fupports a fan-
taftic fuperftrudure of felf-conceit.

Not having brought a carriage over with
me, expecting to have met a perfon where
| landed, who was immediately to have pro-"
cured me one, | was detained whilft the
good people of the inn fent round to all
their acquaintance to fearch for a vehicle. A
rude fort of cabriok was at laft found, and a
driver half drunk, who was not lefs eager
to make a good bargain on that account. |
had a danilh captain of a fnip and his mate

F2 with
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with me : the former was to ride on horfe-
back, at which he was not very expert, and
the latter to partake of my feat. The
driver mounted behind to guide the horfes,
and flourifh the whip over our fhoulders j
he would not ftiffer the reins out of his
own hands. There was fomething fo gro-
tefque in our appearance, that | could not
avoid flirinkihg into myfelf when | faw a
gentleman-like man in the group which
crowded round the door to obferve us. |
could have broken the drivers whip for
cracking to call the women and children
together; but feeing a fignificant fmile on
the face, | had before remarked, | burft into
a laugh, to allow him to do fo too,—and
away we flew. This is not a flourifh of the
pen; for we actually went on full gallop a
long time, the horfes being very good ; in-
deed | have never met with better, if fo
good, poft-horfes, as in Norway ; they are
of a ftouter make than the englifh horfes,
appear to be well fed, and are not eafily
tired.

| had to pafs over, I was informed, the
moft fertile and beft cultivated traft of coun-

try in Norway, The diftance was three noi~
wegian



( 69 )

wegian miles, which are longer than the
fwedifh. The roads were very good; the
farmers are obliged to repair them ; and we
fcampered through a great extent of country
in amore improved ftate than anyl had viewed
fince | left England. Still there was fufficient
of hills, dales, and rocks, to prevent the idea
of a plain from entering the head, or even
of fuch fcenery as England and France af-
ford. The profpects were alfo embelliihed
by water, rivers, and lakes, before the fea
proudly claimed ray regard ; and the road
running frequently through lofty groves,
rendered the landfcapes beautiful, though
they were not fo romantic as thofe | had
lately feen with fuch delight.

It was late when | reached Tonfberg;
and | was glad to go to bed at a decent
inn.  The next morning, the 17th of July,
converfing with the gentleman with whom |
had bufmefs to tranfad, | found that |
fhould be detained at Tonfberg three weeks;
and | lamented that | had not brought my
child with me.

The inn was quiet, and my room fo
pleafant, commanding a view of the fea,
confined by an amphitheatre of hanging

F3 woods.
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woods, that | wifhed to remain there,
though no one in the houfe could fpeak
englifh or french. The mayor, my friend,
however, fent a young woman to me who
fpoke a little englifh, and fhe agreed to call
on me twice a day, to receive my orders,
and tranflate them to my hoftefs.

My not underftanding the language was
an excellent pretext for dining alone, which
| prevailed on them to let me do at a late
hour ; for the early dinners in Sweden had
entirely deranged my day. | could not al-
ter it there, without difturbing the economy
of a family where | was as a vifitor; ne~
cefiity having forced me to accept of an
invitation from a private family, the lodgings
were fo incommodious.

Amongit the norwegians | had the ar-
rangement of my own time ; and | deter-
mined to regulate- it in fuch a manner, that
I might enjoy as much of their fweet
fummer as | poiftbly could;—fhort, it is
true; but “ paffing fweet.”

I never endured a winter in this rude
clime; confequently it was not the contraft,
but the real beauty of the feafon which

made the prefent fummer appear to me
the
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the fineft | had ever feen, Sheltered
from the north and eafiem winds, notiling
can exceed the falubrity, the foft frefhnefs
of the weftern gales. In the evening they
alfo die away ; the afpen leaves tremble
into ftillneft* and repofing nature feems to
be warmed by the moon, which here affumes
a genial afpeft: and if a light fliower has
chanced to fall with the fun,'the juniper
the underwood of the foreft, exhales a
wild perfume, mixed with a thoufand name-
Ids fweets, that, Toothing the heart, leave
images in the memory which the imagina-
tion wild ever hold dear.

Nature is- the nurfe of featimeat,—the
true fource of tafte;— yet what mifery,
as well as rapture, is produced by aquick per-
ception of the beautiful and fublime, when
it is exercifed in obferving animated nature,
when every beauteous feeling and emotion ex-
cites refponfive fympathy, and the harmonized
foul links into melancholy, or rifes to ex-
tafy, juft as the chords are touched, like the
azolian harp agitated by the changing wind.
But how dangerous is it to foiter thefe
fentiments in fuck an imperfe& ftate of
existence-; and how difficult to eradicate

F 4 them
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them when an affeftion for mankind, a paf-
fion for an individual, is but the unfolding
of that love which embraces all that is
great and beautiful.

When awarm heart has received ftrong im-
preffions, they are not to be effaced. Emotions
become fentiments; and the imagination ren-
ders even tranfient fenfations permanent, by
fondly retracingthem. I cannot,without a thrill
of delight, recoiled views | have feen,
which are not to be forgotten,—nor looks
I have felt in every nerve which | fhall never
more meet. The grave has clofed over a
dear friend, the friend of my youth ; ftill
ihe is prefent with me, and | hear her foft
voice warbling as | ftray over the heath.
Fate has feparated me from another, the
fire of whofe eyes, tempered by infantine
tendernefs, ftill warms my breaft; even
when gazing on thefe tremendous cliffs, fub-
lime emotions abforb my foul. And, fmile
not, if | add, that the rofy tint of morning
reminds me of a fuffufion, which will ne-
ver more charm my fenfes, unlefs it re-
appears on the cheeks of my child. Her
fweet blulhes | may yet hide in my bofom,
and {heis ftill too young to afk why ftarts

the
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the tear, fo near akin to pleafure and
pain ?
| cannot write any more at prefent. To-
morrow we will talk of Tonfberg,

LETTER
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LETTER VI

T HOUGH the king of Denmark be an
abfolute monarch, yet the norwegians appear
to enjoy all the bleflings of freedom. Nor-
way may be termed a lifter kingdom ; but the
people have no viceroy to lord it over them,
and fatten his dependants with the fruit of
their labour.

There are only two counts in the whole
country, who have eftates, and exad fome
feudal obfervances from their tenantry. All
the reft of the country is divided into fmall
farms, which belong to the cultivator. It
is true, fome few, appertaining to the church,
are let; but always on a leafe for life,
generally renewed in favour of the eldeft
fon, who has this advantage, as well as a
right toa double portion of the property.
But the value of thefarm is eftimated; and
after  his portion is afligned to him, he
muft  beanfwerable for the refidue to the
remaining part of the family.

Every farmer, for ten years, is obliged
to attend annually about twelve days, to
learn the military exercijfe j but it is ahvays

at
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at a fmall diftance from his dwelling, and
does not lead him int0 any new habits of
life.

There are about fix thoufand regulars alfo,
garrifoned at Chriftiania and Fredericlhall,
which are equally referved, with the mili-
tia, for the defence of their own country.
So that when the prince royal paffed into
Sweden, in 1788, he was obliged to requeft,
not command, them to accompany him on.
this expedition.

Thefe corps are moftly compofed of the fons
of the cottagers, who being labourers on the
farms, are allowed a few acres to cultivate
for themfelves. Thefe men voluntarily enlift;
but it is only for a limited period, (fix
years) at the expiration of which they have
the liberty of retiring. The pay is only
two-pence a day, and bread ; ftili, confider-
ing the cheapnefs of the country, it is more
than fixpence in England.

The distribution of landed property into
fmall farms, produces a degree of equa-
lity which | have feldom feen elfewhere ;
and the rich being all merchants, who are
obliged to divide their perfonal fortune
amongft their children, the boys always re-
ceiving twice as much as the girls, pro-

perty
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perty has not a chance of accumulating till
overgrown wealth aeftroys the balance of
liberty.

You will be furprifed to hear me talk of
liberty; yet the norwegians appear to me
to be the moft free community | have ever
obferved.

The mayor of each town or diftrid, and
the judges in the country, exercife an au-
thority almoft patriarchal. They can do
much good, but little harm, as every indi-
vidual can appeal from their judgment;
and as they may always be forced to give
a reafon for their conduit, it is generally
regulated by prudence. * They have not
time to learn to be tyrants,” faid a gentle-
man to me, with whom | difculfed the fub-
jed.

The farmers not fearing to be turned
out of their farms, fhould they difpleafe a
man in power, and having no vote to be
commanded at an election for a mock re-
prefentative, are a manly race; for not be-
ing obliged to fubmit to any debafing te-
nure, in order to live, or advance them-
felves in the world, they ad with an inde-
pendent fpirit. | never yet have heard of any

thing
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thing like domineering, or oppreffion, except-
ing fuch as has arifen from natural caufes.
The freedom the people enjoy may, perhaps,
render them a little litigious, and fubje&
them to the impofitions of cunning practi-
tioners of the law ; but the authority of office
is bounded, and the emoluments of it do not
deftroy its utility.

Laft year a man, who had abufed
his power, was cafhiered, on the representa-
tion of the people to the bailiff of the dif-

triCt.
There are four in Norway, who might

with propriety be termed fheriffs ; and, from
their fenterice, an appeal, by either party,
may be made to Copenhagen.

Near moft of the towns are commons, on
which the cows of all the inhabitants, indif-
criminately, are allowed to graze. The poor,
to whom a cow is neceffary, are almoft fup-
ported by it. Befides, to render living more
eafy, they all go out to fifh in their own
boats ; and fifh is their principal food.

Th.e lower clafs of people in the towns are
in general failors; and the induftrious have
ufually little ventures of their own that ferve

to render the winter comfortable.
With
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W ith refpect to the country at large, the
importation is confiderably in favour of Nor-
way.

They are forbidden, at prefent, to export
corn or rye, on account of the advanced
price.

The reftri&ion which moft refembles the
painful fubordination of Ireland, is that vef-
fels, trading to the Weft Indies, are obliged
to pals by their own ports, and unload their
cargoes at Copenhagen, which they after-
wards re-ihip. The duty isindeed inconfider-
able ; but the navigation being dangerous,
they run a double rilk.

There is an excife on all articles of con-
fumption brought to the towns ; but the
officers are not ftrid; ; and it would be
reckoned invidious to enter a houfe to fearch,
as in England.

The norwegians appear to me a fenfible,
fhrewd people, with little fcientific know-
ledge, and ftill lefs tafte for literature : but
they are arriving at the epoch which precedes
the introduction of the arts and fciences.

Moft of the towns are fea-ports, and fea-
ports are not favourable to improvement.
The captains acquire a little fuperficial know-
ledge by travelling, which their indefatiga-
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Me attention to the making of money pre-
vents their digefting; and the fortune that
they thus laboriously acquire, is fpent, as it
ufually is in towns of this defcription, in
fhew and good living. They love their
country, but have not much public fpirit. *
Their exertions are, generally ipeaking, only
for their families ; which 1| conceive will al-
ways be the cafe, till politics, becoming a
fubject of difculTion, enlarges the heart by
opening the underftanding. The french re-
volution will have this effect. They fing
at prefent, with great glee, many republican
fongs, and leem earneftly to wifh that the
republic may ftand; yet they appear very
much attached to their prince royal; and, as
far as rumour can give an idea of a character,
he appears to merit their attachment. When
I am at Copenhagen, | fhall be able tojiafcer-
tain on what foundation their good opinion
is built; at prefent | am only the echo
«of it.

* The grand viituas of the heart particularly the en-

larged humanity which extends to the whole human race,
depend more on the underftanding, | believe, than, is ge-
nerally imagined.

la
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In the year 1788 he travelled through
Norway ; and ads of mercy gave dignity to
the parade, and intereft to the joy, his pre-
fence infpired. At this town he pardoned
a girl condemned to die for murdering an
illegitimate child, a crime feldom committed
in this country. She is fince married, and
become the careful mother of a family. This
might be given as an inftance, that a defpe-
rate aft is not always a proof of an incorri-
gible depravity of character; the only plaufi-
ble excufe that has been brought forward Lo
juftify the infliction of capital punifhments.

I will relate two or three other anecdotes
to you ; for the truth of which I will not
vouch, becaufe the fadts were not ot fufficient
confequence for me to take much pains to
afcertain them; and, true or falfe, they
evince that the people like to make a kind
of miftrefs of their prince.

An officer, mortally wounded at the
ill-advifed battle of Quiftram, defired to
fpeak with the prince; and, with his dying
breath, earneftly recommended to his care
a young woman of Chriftiania, to whom
he was engaged. When the prince retm'ned
there, a ball was given by the chief inha-

bitants.
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bilahts. He inquired whether this unfortu-
nate girl was invited, and requefted that fhe
might, though of the fecond clafs. The
girl came; fhe was pretty; and finding her-
felf amongft her fuperiors, bafhfully fat
down as near the door as poffible, nobody
taking notice of her. Shortly after, the prince
entering, immediately inquired for her, and
afked her to dance, to the mortification of
the rich dames. After it was over he handed
her to the top of the room, and placing him-
felf by her, fpoke of the lofs fhe had fuf-
tained, with tendernefs, promifing to provide
for any one fhe fhouid marry,—as the ftory
goes. She is fince married, and he has not
forgotten his promife.

A little girl, during the fame expedition,
in Sweden, who informed him that the logs
of a bridge were cut underneath, was taken
by his orders to Chriftiania, and put to
fchool at his expence.

Before | retail other beneficial effects of his
journey, it is necelfary to inform you that
the laws here are mild, and do not punifh
capitally for any crime but murder, which fel-
dom occurs. Every other offence merely
lubjefts the delinquent to imprifonment and
labour in the caftle, or rather arfenal, at Chrif-

G tiania,
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tiania, arid the fortrefs at Fredericfhall. The
hrft and fecond conviction produces a fen-
tence for a limited number of years,—two,
three, five, or feven, proportioned to the
atrocity of the crime. After the third he is
whipped, branded in the forehead, and con-
demned to perpetual flavery. This is the
ordinary march of juftice. For fome fla-
grant breaches of truft, or afts of wanton
cruelty, criminals have been condemned to
flavery for life, the firft time of convidion,
but not frequently. The number of thefe
Haves do not, | am informed, amount to
more than an hundred, which is not
considerable, compared with the popula-
tion, upwards of eight hundred thoufand.
Should | pafs through Chriftiania, on my
return to Gothenburg, | fhall probably have

an opportunity of learning other particulars.
There is alfo a houfe of correction at Chrifr
tiania for trifling mifdemeanors, where the wo-
men are confined to labour and imprifonment
even for life. The ftate of the prifoners was
reprefented to the prince ; in confequence of
which, he vifited the arfenal and houfe of cor-
rection. The flaves at the arfenal were loaded
* with
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with irons of a great weight; he ordered
them to be lightened as much as poffible.

The people in the houfe of correction
were commanded not to fpeak to him ; but
four women, condemned to remain there for
life, got into the paflage, and fell at his feet.
He granted them a pardon ; and inquiring
refpeCling the treatment of the prifoners, he
was informed that they were frequently
whipt going in, and coming out; and for any
fault, at the difcretion of the infpedors.
This cuftom he humanely abolifhed ; though
fome of the principal inhabitants, whofe fitu-
ation in life had raifed them above the temp-
tation of Healing, were of opinion that thefe
chaftifements were neceflary and whole-
fome.

In fhort, every thing feems to announce that
the prince really cherifhes the laudable ambi-
tion of fulfilling the duties of his ftation. This
ambition is cherifhed and direded by the
count Bernftorf, the prime minifter of Den-
mark, who is univerfally celebrated for his
abilities and virtue. The happinefs of the
people is a fubftantial eulogium ; and, from all
| can gather, the inhabitants of Denmark and
Norway are the leafl: opprelfed people of

G 2 Europe.
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Europe. |lie prefs is free. They tranflate
any of the french publications oi the day,
deliver their opinion on the fubjed, and dif-
cufs thole it leads to with great freedom,
and without fearing to difpleaie the govern-
ment.

On the fubjed of religion they are likewife

becoming tolerant, at leaft, and perhaps have
advanced a ftep farther in free-thinking. One
writer has ventured to deny the divinity of
Jefus Chrift, and to queflion the necelfity or
utility of the chriftian fyftem, without being
confidered univerlally as a monfter, which
would have been the cafe a few years ago.
They have tranflated many german works
on education ; and though they have not
adopted any of their plans, it is become a
fubjed of difcuffion. There are fome gram-
mar and free fchools ; but, from what | hear,
not very good ones. All the children learn to
read, write, and caft accounts, for the pur-
pofes of common life. They have no uni-
verlity ; and nothing that deferves the name
offcience is.taught; nor do individuals, by
purfuing any branch of knowledge, excite
a degree oi curiofity which is the forerunner
of improvement. Knowledge is not abfolutely
neceflary to enable a coniidcrable portion ot

the
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the community to live ; and, till it is, | fear,
it never becomes general.

In this country, where minerals abound,
there is not one colle&ion : and, in all
probability, | venture a conjecture, the
Want of mechanical and chemical know-
ledge renders the filver mines unproductive ;
for the quantity of filver obtained every year
is not fufficient to defray the expences. It
has been urged, that the employment of fuch
a number of hands is very beneficial. But a
pofitive lofs is never to be done away; and
the men, thus employed, would naturally find
fome other means of living, inftead of being
thus a dead weight on government, or rather
on the community from whom its revenue is
drawn.

About three englilh miles from Tonfberg
there is a fait work, belonging, like all their
eftablilhments, to government, in which they
employ above an hundred and fifty men, and
maintain nearly five hundred people, who
earn their living. The clear profit, an in-
creafing one, amounts to two thoufand pounds
fterling. And as the eldeft fon of the in?
fpeCtor, an ingenious young man, has been
lent by the government to travel, and ac-
quire fome mathematical and chemical know-
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ledge in Germany, it has a chance of being
improved. He is the only perfon | have met
with here, who appears to have a fcientific

turn of mind. | do not mean to aflert that |
have not met with others, who have a fpirit of
inquiry.

The falt-works at St. Ubes are bafons in
the fand, and the fun produces the evapora-
tion : but here there is no beach. Befides,
the heat of fummer is fo ftiort-lived, that it
would be idle to contrive machines for fuch
an inconfiderable portion of the year. They
therefore always ufe fires; and the whole
eftablilhment appears to be regulated with
judgment.

The fituation is well chofen and beautiful.
I do not find, from the obfervation of a per-
fon who has refided here for forty years, that
the fea advances or recedes on this coaft.

I have already remarked, that little at-
tention is paid to education, excepting reading,
writing, and the rudiments of arithmetic ; X
ought to have added, that a catechifm is care-
fully taught, and the children obliged to read
in the churches, before the congregation, to
prove that they are not neglected.

pegreeSj
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Degrees, to enable any one to pra&ife any
profeflion, muft be taken at Copenhagen ; and
the people of this country, having the good
fenfe to perceive that men who are to live in
a community fhould at leaft acquire the ele-
ments of their knowledge, and form their
youthful attachments there, are ferioully en-
deavouring to eftablifh an univerfity in Nor-
way. And Tonfberg, as a centrical place in
the beft part of the country, had the moft fuf-
frages; for, experiencing the bad effects of
a metropolis, they have determined not to
have it in or near Chriftiania. Should fuch
an eftablifhment take place, it will promote
inquiry throughout the country, and give
a new face to fociety. Premiums have been
offered, and prize queftions written, which |
am told have merit. The building college-
halls, and other appendages of the feat of
fcience, might enable Tonfberg to recover its
priftine confequence ; for it isone of the moft
ancient towns of Norway, and once contained
nine churches. At prefent there are only two.
One is a very old ftrufture, and has a gothic
refpe&ability about it, which fcarcely amounts
to grandeur, becaufe, to render a gothic pile
grand, it muft have a huge unwieldinefs of
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appearance. The chapel of Y/indfor may be
an exception to this rule; I mean before k
was in its prefent nice, clean ftate. When |
hrft faw it, the pillars within had acquired,
by time, a fombre hue, which accorded with
the architecture ; and the gloom increafed its
dimenfions to the eye by hiding its parts ; but
now it all burfts on the view at once ; and
the fublimity has vanifhed before the brufh
and broom ; for it has been white-wafhed and
fcraped till it is become as bright and neat as
the pots and pans in a notable houfe-wife’s
kitchen-—yes; the very fpurs on the recum-
bent knights were deprived of their venerable
ruft, to give a {triking proof that a love of
order in trifles, and tafte for proportion and
arrangement, are very diftinct. The glare of
light thus introduced, entirely deftroys the
fentiment thefe piles are calculated to infpire ;
fo that, when | heard fomething like a jig
from the organ-loft, | thought it an excellent
hall for dancing or feafting. The meafured
pace of thought with which | had entered the
cathedral, changed into a trip ; and | bounded
on the terrace, to iee the royal family, with
a number of ridiculous images in my head,
that | {hall not now recall.
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’fhe norwegians are fond of mufic; and
every little church has an organ. In the
church | have mentioned, there is an in-
fcription importing that a king, * James the
fixth, of Scotland, and firft of England, who
came with more than princely gallantry, to
efcort his bride home, flood there, and heal'd
divine fervice.

There is a little Tecefs full of coffins, which
contains bodies embalmed long fince—fo long,
that there is not even a tradition to lead to
a guefs at their names.

* “ Anno 1589, St. Martin’s Day, which was the
nth Day of November, on a Tuefday, came the high-
born Prince and Lord Jacob Stuart, King in Scotland, to
this Town, and the 25th Sunday after Trinity (Sunday:)
which was the 16th Day of November, itood his Grace in this
Pew, and heard Scotch Preaching from the 23dPfalm, ‘The
Lord is my Shepherd,” &c. which m. David Lentz, Preacher
in Lith, then preached between 10and 12.”

The above is an infcription which ftands in St. Mary’s
church, in Tonfberg,

It is known that king James the fixth went to Norway, to
marry princefs Anna, the daughter of Frederick the fecond,
and filler to Chriftian the fourth ; and that the wedding was
performed at Opflo (now Chriftiania), where the princefs, by
contrary winds, was detained ; but that the king, during this
voyage, was at Tonfberg, nobody would have known, if an
infcription, in remembrance of it, had not been placed in
this church.

A defire
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A dehre of preferring the body ieems to
have prevailed in moft countries of the world,
futile as it isto term it a prefervation, when
the noblefl parts are immediately facrificed
merely to fave the mufcles, {kin and bone
from rottennefs. When | was fhewn thefe
human petrifactions, | fhrunk back with
difguft and horror. “ Afhes to afhes!” thought
I__Duftto duft!”—If this be not diffolution,
it is fomething worfe than natural decay— It
is treafon againft humanity, thus to lift up the
awful veil which would fain hide its weaknefs.
The grandeur of the a&ive principle is never
more ftrongly felt than at luch a fight; for
nothing is lo ugly as the human form when de-
prived of life, and thus dried into ftone, merely
to preferve the moft difgufting image of death.
The contemplation of noble ruins produces a
melancholy that exalts the mind.—We take
a retrofpeCt of the exertions of man, the fate
of empires and their rulers ; and marking
the grand deftruCtion of ages, it feems the
neceffary change of time leading to improve-
ment.__Our very foul expands, and we forget
our littlenefs; how painfully brought to our
recollection by fuch vain attempts to fnatch
from decay what is deftined fo foon to perilh.
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Life, what art thou ? Where goes this breath ?
this /, fo much alive ? In what element will it
mix, giving or receiving frefh energy ?
What will break the enchantment of anima-
tion 2—For worlds, | would not fee a form
I loved—embalmed in my heart—thus facri-
legioufly handled '——Pugh ! my ftomach
turns.—Is this all the diftindtion of the rich
in the grave >—They had better quietly allow
the fcythe of equality to mow them down
with the common mafs, than ftruggle to be-

come a monument of the inftability of human
greatnefs.

The teeth, nails and fkin were whole,
without appearing black like the Egyptian
mummies ; and fome filk, in which they had
been wrapt, frill preferved its colour, pink,
with tolerable frefhnefs.

I could not learn how long the bodies had
been in this ftate, in which they bid fair to
remain till the day of judgment, if there is to
be fuch a day ; and before that time, it will re-
quire fome trouble to make them fit to appear
in company with angels, without difgracing
humanity.—God blefs you! | feel a con-
viction that we have fome perfe&ible prin-
ciple in our prefent veftment, which will not

be
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be deftroyed juft as we begin to be fenfible of
improvement; and | care not what habit it
next puts on, fure that it will be wifely
formed to fuit a higher ftate of exiftence.
Thinking of death makes us tenderly cling to
our afFe&ions—with more than ufual tender-
nefs, | therefore affure you that I am your’s,
wifhing that the temporary death of abfence
may not endure longer than is abfolutely
neceflary.

LETTER
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letter wviii.

T onsberg was formerly the refidence
of one of the little fcvereigns of Nor-
wayj and on an adjacent mountain the
veftiges of a fort remain, which was battered
down by the fwedes ; the entranae of the bay
lying clofe to it.

Here | have frequently ftrayed, fovereign
of the wafte, | feldom met any human
creature; and fometimes, reclining on the
molfy down, under the fhelter of a rock, the
prattling of the fea amongft the pebbles has
lulled me to fleep—no fear of any rude fatyr’s
approaching to interrupt my repofe. Balmy
were the {lumbers, and foft the gales, that
refrefhed me, when | awoke to follow, with
an eye vaguely curious, the white fails, as
they turned the cliifs, or feemed to take
{helter under the pines which covered the
little illands that fo gracefully rofe to render
the terrific ocean beautiful. The fifhermen
were calmly calling their nets ; whilft theTea-
gulls hovered over the unruffled deep. Every
thing feemed to harmonize into tranquillity-
even the mournful call of the bittern was in

cadence
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cadence with the tinkling bells on the necks
of the cows, that, pacing flowly one after the
other, along an inviting path in the vale
below, were repairing to the cottages to be
milked. With what ineffable pleafure have |
not gazed—and gazed again, lofmg my breath
through my eyes—my very foul diffufed itfelf
in the fcene—and, feeming to become all
fenfes, glided in the fcarcely-agitated waves,
melted in the frelhening breeze, or, taking its
flight with fairy wing, to the mifty moun-
tains which bounded the profped, fancy tript
over new lawns, more beautiful even than the
lovely Hopes on the winding fhore before
me.------- 1paufe, again breathlefs, to trace, with
renewed delight, fentiments which entranced
me, when, turning my humid eyes from the
expanfe below to the vault above, my fight
pierced the fleecy clouds that foftened the
azure brightnefs ; and, imperceptibly recalling
the reveries of childhood, | bowed before the
awful throne of my Creator, whilft | refted
on its footftool.

You have fometimes wondered, my dear
friend, at the extreme affe&ion of my nature—
But fuch is the temperature of my foul—It is
not the vivacity of youth, the hey-day of

exiftence.
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exiftence. For years have | endeavoured to
calm an impetuous tide—labouring to make
my feelings take an orderly courfe.—It was
ftriving againft the ftream.— 1 muft love and
admire with warmth, or | fink into fadnefs. To-
kens of love which | have received have rapt
me in elylium—purifying the heart they en-
chanted.—My bofom ftill glows.—Do not
faucily afk, repeating Sterne’s queftion, “ Ma-
“ ria, is it ftill fo warm ?* Sufficiently, 0 my
God! has it been chilled by forrow and un-
kindnefs—ftill nature will prevail—and if |
blufli at recollecting paft enjoyment, it is the
rofy hue of pleafure heightened by modefty;
for the blufh of modefty and fhame are as
diftinct as the emotions by which they are
produced.

1 need fcarcely inform you, after telling
you of my walks, that my conftitution
has been renovated here ; and that |
have recovered my activity, even whilft at-
taining a little embonpoint. My imprudence
laft winter, and fome untoward accidents
juft at the time | was weauing my child, had
reduced me to a ftate of weaknefs which |
never before experienced. A flow fever preyed
on me every night, during my refidence in
Sweden, and after | arrived at Tonlberg. By

chance
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chance | found a fine rivulet filtered throiigli
the rocks, and confined in a bafon for the cattle.
It tafted to me like a chalybeat; at any rate it
was pure ; and the good effect of the various
waters which invalids are fent to drink, de-
pends, | believe, more on the air, exercife and
change of Icene, than on their medicinal qua-
lities. | therefore determined to turn my
morning walks towards it, and feek for health
from the nymph of the fountain ; partaking
of the beverage offered to the tenants of the
fhade.

Chance likewife led me to difcover a new
pleafure, equally beneficial to my health. |
wifhed to avail myfelf of my vicinity to the
fea, and bathe ; but it was not poffible near
the town ; there was no convenience. The.
young woman whom | mentioned to yen,
propofed rowing me acrofs the water, amongft
the rocks ; but as fhe was pregnant, | infifted
on taking one of the oars, and learning to
row. It was not difficult ; and | do not know
a pleafanter exercife. | foon became expert,
and my train of thinking kept time, as it
were, with the oars, or | fufiered the boat to
be carried along by the current, indulging a
pleating forgetfulnefs, or fallacious hopes.—

Row
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How fallacious ! yet, without hope, what is to
fuftain life, but the fear of annihilation—the
only thing of which | have ever felt adread___
I cannot bear to think of being no more__
of lofing myfelf*—though exiftence is often
but a painful confcioufnels of mifery ; nay, it
appears to me impoffible that | fhould ceafe
to exift, or that this aftive, reftlefs fpirit,
equally alive to joy and forrow, fhould only
be organized duft—ready to fly abroad the
moment the ipring inaps, or the ipark goes
out, which kept it together. Surely fome*
thing refides in this heart that is not perifh-
able and life is more than a dream.

Sometimes, to take up my oar, once more,
when the lea was calm, | was amufed by
difturbing the innumerable young ftar fiih
Which floated juft below the furface : | had ne-
ver obferved them before ; for they have nota
hard fhell, like thofe which | have feen on the
fea-fliore. They look like thickened water,
with a white edge j and four purple circles, of
different forms, Were in the middle, over an
inciedible, number of fibres, or white lines.
Touching them, the cloudy fubftance would
turn or clofe, firft on one fide, then on the
other, very gracefully « but when | took one
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of them up In the ladle with which | heaved
the water out of the boat, it appeared only a
colourlefs jelly.

| did not fee any of the feals, numbers of
which followed otir boat when we landed in
Sweden; for though | like to fport in the
water, | fhould have had no defire to join in
their gambols.

Enough, you will lay, of inanimate nature,
and of brutes, to ufe the lordly phrafe of
man; let me hear fomething of the in-
habitants.

The gentleman with whom | had bufinefs,
is the mayor of Tonfberg; he fpeaks englifh
intelligibly ; and, having a found underftand-
ing, | was forry that his numerous occupa-
tions prevented my gaining as much in-
formation from him as | could have drawn
forth, had we frequently converfed. The
people of the town, as far as | had an oppor-
tunity of knowing their fentiments, are ex-
tremely well fatisfied with his manner of dif-
charging his office. He has a degree of in-
formation and good fenfe which excites re-
fpeft, whilft a chearfulnefs, almoft amounting
to gaiety, enables him to reconcile differences*

and keep his neighbours in good humour—
tt 1 loll
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I loft myhdrfe, faid a Woman to me|
u but ever finee, when | want to fend to the

mill, or go out* the mayor lends me one.—
<£He fcolds if | do riot come for it.”

A criminal was branded, diiring my ftay
heie, for the third offence 5 but the relief he
received made him declare that the judge was
one of the beft men in the world.

| fentthis wretch a trifle, at different times*
to take with him into fiavery. Asitwas
more than he expedited, he wifhed very much
to fee me ; and this wifh brought to my re-
meriibrartce an anecdote | heard when | was
in Lifbon.

A wretch who had been imprifoned fe-
deral years, during which period lamps had
been put up, was at laft condemned to
a cruel death; yet, in his way to execution,
he only wifhed for one night’s refpite, to fee
the city lighted.

Having dined in company at the mayor’s®
I was invited with his family to fpend the
day at one of the richeft merchant’s houfes.—
Though | could not fpeak danifh, | knew that
lcould fee a great deal : yes ; | am perfuaded
that i have formed a very juft opinion of the

/I~ 2 character
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character of the norwegians, without being
able to hold converfe with them.

| had expeded to meet fome company ; yet
was a little difconcerted at being ufhered into
an apartment full of well-dreffed people ; and,
glancing my eyes round, they refted on feveral
very pretty faces. Roiy cheeks, fparkling
eyes, and light brown or golden locks ;
lor Inever faw fo much hair with a yellow
caft ; artd, with their fine complexions, it
looked very becoming.

Thefe Women leem a mixture of Indolence
and vivacity; they fcarcely ever walk out,
and were aftonifhed that I lhould, for pieafure;
yet they are immoderately fond of dancing.
Unaffected in their manners, if they have no
pretenfions to elegance, fimplicity often pro-
duces a gracefulnefs of deportment, when they
are animated by a particular defire to pleafe—
which was the cafe at prefent. The folitari-
nefs of my fituation, which they thought
terrible, interefted them very much in my
favour. They gathered round me—Ilung to
me—and one of the prettieft, to whom | gave
my hand, with fome degree of cordiality, to
meet the glance of her eyes, kilfed me very
affectionately.

At
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At dinner, which was concluded with great
hofpitality, though we remained at table too
long, they fung feveral fongs, and, amongft
the reft, tranllations of fome patriotic french
ones. As the evening advanced, they became
playful, and we kept up a fort of converfa-
tion of geftures. As their minds were totally
uncultivated, | did not loie much, perhaps
gained, by not being able to underftand them;
for fancy probably filled up, more to their
advantage, the void in the pidure. Be that
as it may, they excited my fympathy ; and |
was very much flattered when | was told, the
next day, that they faid it was a pleafure to
look at me, | appeared fo good-natured.

The men were generally captains of fhips.
Several fpoke englifh very tolerably ; but they
were merely matter of fad men, confined to
a very narrow circle cf obfervation. 1 found
it difficult to obtain from them any in-
formation refpeding their own country, when
the fumes of tobacco did not keep me at
a diftance.

I was invited to partake of fome other
feafts, and always had to complain of the
quantity of provifion, and the length of
time taken to confume it; for it would not

H 3 have
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have been proper to have faid devour, all went
on fo fair and foftly. The fervants wait as
flowly as their miftreffes carve.

The young women here, as well as in
Sweden, have commonly bad teeth, which | at-
tribute to the iame caufes. They are fond of
finery, but do not pay the necelfary attention
to their perfons, to render beauty lefs tranfient
than a flower ; and that interefting expreflion
which fentiment and accompliihments give,
feldom fupplies its place.

The fervants have likewife an inferior fort
of food here ; but their mailers are not al-
lowed to ftrike them with impunity. | might
have added miftrefles ; for it was a complaint
of this kind, brought before the mayor, which
led me to a knowledge of the fadt.

The wages are low, which is particularly
unjuft, becaufe the price of clothes is much
higher than provifions. A young woman,
who is wet nurfe to the miftrefs of the inn
where | lodge, receives only twelve dollars
a year, and pays ten for the nurfing of her
own child; the father had run away to get
clear of the expence. There was fomething
in this moft painful ftate of widowhood which
cxeited my compafiion, and led me to re-

reflections



( 103 )

flections on the inftability of the moft flatter-
ing plans of happinefs, that were painful in
the extreme, till | was ready to aft whether
this world was not created to exhibit every
polfible combination of wretchednefs. | afked
thefe queftions of a heart writhing with an-
guilh, whilft I liftened to a melancholy ditty
fung by this poor girl. It was too early for thee
to be abandoned, thought I, and | haftened
out of the houfe, to take my folitary evening’s
walk—And here | am again, to talk of any
thing, but the pangs arifing from the dif-
covery of eftranged affection, and the lonely
fadnefs of a deferted heart.

The father and mother, if the father can be
afcertained, are obliged to maintain an illegiti-
mate child at their joint expence ; but, fhould
the father difappear, go up the country or to
lea, the mother muft maintain it herfelfl
However, accidents of this kind do not pre-
vent their marrying; and then it is not un-
ufual to take the child or children home ; and
they are brought up very amicably with the
marriage progeny.

| took fome pains to learn what books
were written originally in their language ;
but for any certain information refpecling the

H 4. ftate
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ftate of danifh literature, | mud wait till |
arrive at Copenhagen.

The found of the language is foft, a great
proportion of the words ending in vowels ;
and there is a fimplicity in the turn of fome
of the phrafes which have been tranflated to
me* that pleafed and interefted me. In the
country, the farmers ufe the thou and thee;
and they do not acquire the polite plurals of
the towns by meeting at market. The not
having markets eftabliihed in the large towns
appears to me a great inconvenience. When
the farmers have any thing to fell, they bring
it to the neighbouring town, and take it
from houfe to houfe. | am furprifed that
the inhabitants do not feel how very incom-
modious this ufage is to both parties, and
redrefs it. They indeed perceive it; for when
I have introduced the fubjed:, they acknow-
ledged that they were often in want of
necelfaries, there being no butchers, and
they were often obliged to buy what they did
not wantj yet it was the ciijlom; and the
changing ot cuftoms of a long ftanding re-
quires more energy than they yet poffefs. |
received a fimilar reply, when | attempted to
pcrfuade the women that they injured their

children
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children by keeping them too warm. The
only way of parrying oft my reafoning was,
that they muft do as other people did. In
fhort, reafon on any fubjedt of change, and
they ftop you by faying that “ the town
“ would talk.” A perfon of fenfe, with a
large fortune, to infure refpedt, might be very
lifefiil here, by inducing them to treat their
children, and manage their fick properly, and
eat food dreffed in a fimpler manner: the
example, for inftance, of a count’s lady.

Reflecting on thefe prejudices made me
revert to the wifdom of thofe legiflators who
eftablifhed inftitutions for the good of the
body, under the pretext of ferving heaven
for the falvation of the foul. Thefe might
with ftridt propriety be termed pious frauds;
and | admire the peruvian pair for aflerting
that they came from the fun, when their con-
duct proved that they meant to enlighten
a benighted country, whole obedience, or
even attention, could only be fecured by
awe.

Thus much for conquering the inertia of
reafon ; but, when itis once in motion, fables,
once held facred, may be ridiculed; and
facred they were, when ufeful to mankind.—

Pro-



( > }

Prometheus alone ftole fire to animate the
firft man ; his pofterity need not fupernatural
aid to preferve the fpecies, though love is
generally termed a flame; and it may not be
neceffary much longer to fuppofe men infpired
by heaven to inculcate the duties which de-
mand fpecial grace, when reafon convinces
them that they are the happieft who are the
moft nobly employed.

In a few days | am to ret out for the
weftern part of Norway, and then fhall return
by land to Gothenburg. | cannot think of
leaving this place without regret. | fpeak of
the place before the inhabitants, though there
is a tendernefs in their artlefs kindnefs which

attaches me to them ; but it is an attachment
that infpires a regret very different from that

| felt at leaving Hull, in my way to Sweden.
The domeftic happinefs, and good-humoured
gaiety, of the amiable family where | and my
Frances were fo hofpitably received, would
have been fufficient to infure the tendereft re-
membrance, without the recollection of the
focial evenings to ftimulate it, when good-
breeding gave dignity to fympathy, and wit,
7-eft to reafon.

Adieu —
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Adieu —I am juft informed that my horfe
has been waiting this quarter of an hour. |
now venture to ride out alone. The fteeple

ferves as a land-mark. | once or twice loft
my way, walking alone, without being able
to inquire after a path. | was therefore

obliged to make to the fteeple, or wind-mill*
over hedge and ditch.

Tour’s truly,

LETTER



LETTER IX.

I HAVE already informed you that there are
only two noblemen who have eftates of any
magnitude in Norway. One of thefe has
a houfe near Tonfberg, at which he has not
refided for fome years, having been at court,
or on embaffies. He is now the danifh am-
baffador in London. The houfe is pleafantly
fituated, and the grounds about it fine ; but
their neglected appearance plainly tells that
there is nobody at home,

A ftupid kind of fadnefs, to my eye, always
reigns in a huge habitation where only
fervants live to put cafes on the furniture and
open the windows, | enter as | would into
the tomb of the Caplilets, to look at the
family pictures that here frown in armour, or
fmile in ermine. The mildew refpedts not
the lordly robe; and the worm riots un-
checked on the cheek of beauty.

There was nothing in the architecture of
the building, or the form of the furniture, to
detain me from the avenue where the aged
pines ftretched along majeftically.  Time
had given a greyifh caft to their ever-green
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foliage; and they flood, like fires of the
foreft, fheltered on all fides by a rifing pro-
geny. | had not evef feen lo many oaks
together in Norway, as in thefe woods, nor
fuch large afpens as here were agitated by the
breeze, rendering the wind audible—uay,
mufical; for melody feemed on the wing
around me. How different was the freth
odour that re-animated me in the avenue, from
the damp chillnefs of the apartments; and as
little did the gloomy thoughtfulnefs excited
by the dufty hangings, and worm-eaten
pictures, referable the reveries infpired by the
foothing melancholy of their fhade. In the
winter, thefe auguft pines, towering above the
fnow, muft relieve the eye beyond meafure,
and give life to the white wafte.

The continual recurrence of pine and fir
groves, in the day, fometimes wearies the
fight ; but, in the evening, nothing can be
more picturefque, or, more properly fpeaking,
better calculated to produce poetical images.
Pafling through them, | have been ftruck with
a myftic kind of reverence, and | did, as it
were, homage to their venerable fhadows.
Not nympbhs, but philofophers, feemed to in-
habit them—ever mufmg; | could fcarcety

conceive
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conceive that they were without fome con-s
fcioufnefs of exiftence—without a calm en-
joyment of the pleafure they diffiifed.

How often do my feelings produce ideas
that remind me of the origin of many poetical
fictions. In folitude, the imagination bodies
forth its conceptions unreftrained* and ftops
enraptured to adore the beings of its own
creation. Thefe are moments of blifsj and
the memory recals them with deiight.

Biut 1 have almoft forgotten the matters of
fad | meant to relate, reipecting the counts®
They have the prefentation of the livings on
their eflates, appoint the judges, and different
civil officers, the crown referving to itfelf the
privilege of fandtiening them. But, though
they appoint, they cannot difmifs. Their
tenants alib occupy their farms for life, and are
obliged to obey any fummons to work on the
part he referves for himfelf; but they are
paid for their labour. In fhort, | have feldom
heard of any noblemen fo innoxious.

Obferving that the gardens round the
count’s eftate were better cultivated than any
I had before feen, | was led to reflect on the
advantages which naturally accrue from the
feudal tenures. The tenants of the count are

obliged
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obliged to work at a ftated price, ill his
grounds and garden; and the inftrufiion
which they imperceptibly receive from the
head gardener, tends to render them ufeful,
and makes them, in the common courfe of
things, better hufbandmen and gardeners on
their own little farms. Thus the great, who
alone travel, in this period of fociety, for the
obfervation of manners and cuftoms made by
failors is very confined, bring home improve-
ment to promote their own comfort, which
is gradually fpread abroad am'ongft the people,
till they are ftimulated to think for them-
felves.

The bilhops have not large revenues; and
the priefts are appointed by the king before
they come to them to be ordained. T here is
commonly fome little farm annexed to the
parfonage ; and the inhabitants fuhfcribe vo-
luntarily, three times a year, in addition to
the church fees, for the fapport of the clergy-
man. The church lands were feized when
lutheranifm was introduced ; the defire of
obtaining th”m being probably the real fti-
mulus of reformation. The tithes, which
are never required in kind, are divided into
three parts ; one to the king, another to the

7 incumbent,
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Incumbent, and the third to repair the de-
lapidations of the parl'onage. They do not
amount to much. And the ftipend allowed
to the different civil officers is alio too fmall,
icarcely deferving to be termed an in-
dependence ; that of the cuflom-houfe
officers is not fufficient to procure the ne-
ceffaries of life—no wonder, then, if neeeffity
leads them to knavery. Much public virtue
cannot be expe&ed till every employment,
putting perquifites out of the quellion, has
a falary fufficient to reward indullry, whilft"
none are fo great asto permit the poffeffor to
remain idle. Itis this want of proportion
between profit and labour which debafes men,
producing the lycophantic appellations of pa-
tron and client ; and that pernicious efprit du
corps, proverbially vicious.

The farmers are hofpitable, as well as in-
dependent. Offering once to pay for fome
coffee | drank when taking fhelter from the
rain, | was afked, rather angrily, if a little
coffee was worth paying for. They fmoke,
and drink drams ; but not fo much as for-
merly. Drunkennefs, often the attendant dif-
grace of holpitality, will here, as well as every
where elfe, give place to gallantry and refine-

ment
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inent of manners; but the change will not
be fuddenly produced.

The people of every clafs are conftant in
their attendance at church; they are very
fond of dancing : and the funday evenings in
Norway, as in catholic countries, are fpent in
exercifes which exhilerate the fpirits, without
vitiating the heart. The reft of labour ought
to be gay ; and the gladnefs | have felt in
France on a funday, or decadi, which | caught
from thg faces around me,was a fentimentmore
truly religious than all the ftupid ftillnefswhich
the ftreets of London ever infpired where the
fabbath is fo decoroufly obferved. | recoi-
led, in the country parts of England the
churchwardens ufed to go out, during the
fervice, to fee if they could catch any luck-
lefs wight playing at bowls or fkittles ; yet
what could be more harmlefs? It would
even, | think, be a great advantage to the
Englilh, if feats of adivity, | do not include
boxing matches, were encouraged on a fun-
day, as it might ftop the progrefs of metho-
difm, and of that fanatical fpirit which ap-
pears to be gaining ground. 1 was furprifed
when | vihted Yorkfhire, in my way to
Sweden, to find that fullen narrownefs of

| thinking
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thinking had made fuch a progrefs fmce | was
an inhabitant of the country- 1 could hardly
have fuppofed that iixteen or Seventeen years
could have produced fuch an alteration for
the worfe in the morals of a place ; yes, |
fay morals ; for obfervance of forms, and
avoiding of practices, indifferent in them-
felves, often fupplies the place of that regular
attention to duties which are fo natural, that
they feldom are vauntingly exercifed, though
they are worth all the precepts of the law
an<l the prophets. Beiides, many of thefe
deluded people, with the beft meaning, ac-
tually lofe their reafon, and become mifera-
ble, the dread of damnation throwing them
into a ftate which merits the term : and ftill
more, in running after their preachers, ex-
pecting to promote their falvation, they dif-
regard their welfare in this world, and neg-
le£t the intereft and comfort of their families ;
fo that in proportion as they attain a reputa-
tion for piety, they become idle.

Ariftocracy and fanaticifm feem equally to
be gaining ground in England, particularly
in the place | have mentioned : | faw very
little of either in Norway. The people are

regular in their attendance on public worfhip ;
but
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blit religion does not interfere with their em-
ployments.

As the farmers cut away the wood, they
elear the ground. Every year, therefore,
the country is becoming fitter to fupport the
inhabitants* Half a century ago the Dutch, |
am told, only paid for the cutting down of the
wood, and the farmers were glad to get rid
of it without giving themfelves any trouble.
At prefent they form a jufl eftimate of its
value; nay, | was furprifed to find even
fire wood fo dear, when it appears to be in
fuch plenty. The deftrudlion, or gradual
reduction, of their forefts, will probably me-
liorate the climate ; and their manners will
naturally improve in the fame ratio as in-
duftry requires ingenuity. It is very fortu-
nate that men are, a long time, but juft
above the brute creation, or the greater part
of the earth would never have been rendered
habitable ; becaufe it is the patient labour of
men, who are only feeking for a fubliftence,
which produces whatever embellilhes exift-
ence, affording leifure for the cultivation of
the arts and fciences, that lift man fo far
above his firft ftate. | never, my friend,
thought fo deeply of the advantages obtained

12 by
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by human induftry as fnice | have been in
Norway. The world requires, | fee, the hand
of man to perfect it; and as this tafk natu-
rally unfolds the faculties he exercifes, it is
phyfically impofiible that he ihould have re-
mained in Roufteau’s golden age of ftupidity.
And, confidering the queftion of human hap-
pinefs, where, ohi where does it refide I
Has it taken up its abode with unconfcious
ignorance, or with the high-wrought mind ?
Is it the offspring of thoughtlefs animal fpi-
rifs*- or, the elve of fancy continually Hitting
Sound the expected pleafure ?

The increafmg population of the earth
fthift neceffarily tend to its improvement, as
the meapts of exiftence are multiplied by in-
vention.

You have probably made fmiilar refledions
in America, where the face of the country, |
fuppofe, refembles the. wilds of Norway. |
am delighted with the romantic views | daily
contemplate, animated by the pureft air; and
I am interefted by the fynplicity of manner?
‘which reigna around me. Still nothing fo
Toon'wearies out the feelings as unmarked
-Etaplicity.; 1 am, therefore, half convinced,
'that 1 could not live very comfortably exiled
vij ¢ < ~ f r o m |,
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from the countries where mankind are fo
much further advanced in knowledge, im-
perfect as it is, and unfatisfaCtory to the
thinking mind. Even now | begin to long
to hear what you are doing in England and
France, My thoughts fly from this wilder-
nefs to the polifhed circles of the world, till
recollecting its-vices and follies* | bury my-
felf in the woods, but find it neceflary to
emerge again, that I may not lofe fight of the
.wifdom and virtue which exalts my nature.

What a long time it requires to know our-
felves ; and yet almoft every one has more
of this knowledge than he is willing to own,
even to himfelf, | cannot immediately de-
termine whether I ought to rejoice at having
turned over in this folitude a new page in
the hiftory of my own heart, though | may
venture to allure you that a further acquaint-
ance with mankind only tends to increafe my
refpeCt for your judgment, and efteem for

your character.

Farewell!

letter.



( 18 )

LETTER X

I have once more, my friend, taken flight;
for | left Tonfberg yefterday ; but with an
intention of returning, in my way back to
Sweden,

The road to Laurvig is very fine, and the
country the beft cultivated in Norway. |
never before admired the beech tree ; and
when | met ftragglers here, they pleafed me
ftill lefs. Long and lank, they would have
forced me to allow that the line of beauty
requires fome curves, if the ftately pine,
Handing near, ereft, throwing her vaft arms
around, had not looked beautiful, in oppofi-*
tion to fuch narrow rules.

In thefe refpe&s my very reafon obliges
me to permit my feelings to be my criterion.
Whatever excites emotion has charms for
tne; though 1 infift that the cultivation of
the mind, by warming, nay almoft creating
the imagination, produces tafte, and an im-
menfe variety of fenfations and emotions,
partaking of the exquifite pleafure infpired by
beauty and fublimity. As | know of no
end to them, the word infinite, fo often mif,,

2 applied,
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applied, might, on this occafion,be introduced
with fomething like propriety.

But | have rambled away again. 1 in-
tended to have remarked to you the effect
produced by a grove oftowering beech. The
airy lightnefs ot their foliage admitting a de-
gree of funlhine, which, giving a tranfparency
to the leaves, exhibited an appearance of
frefhuefs and elegance that | had never be-
fore remarked, | thought of defcriptions of
Italian fcenery. But thefe evanefcent graces
feemed the effect of enchantment; and |
imperceptibly breathed foftly, left | fliould
deftroy what was real, yet looked fo like
the creation of fancy. Dryden’s fable of
the flower and the leaf was not a more poeti-
cal reverie.

Adieu, however, to fancy, and to all the
fentiments which ennoble our nature. | ar-
rived at Laurvig, and found myfelf in the
midft of a group of lawyers, of different de-
fcriptions, My head turned round, my heart
grew fick, as | regarded vifages deformed by
vice ; and liftened to accounts of chica-
nery that were continually embroiling the
ignorant. Thefe locufts will probably dimi-
nifh, as the people become more enlightened*
In this period of focial life the commonalty

1 4 are
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are always cunningly attentive to their owit
intereft; but their faculties, confined to a
few objects, are fo narrowed, that they can-
not difcover it in the general good. The
profeffion of the law renders a fet of men
ftill fhrewder and more felfith than the reft;
and it is thefe men, whofe wits have been
fharpened by knavery, who here undermine
morality, confounding right and wrong.
The count of BemnPi:orfF, who really ap-
pears to me, from all | can gather, to have
the good of the people at heart, aware of
this, has lately fent to the mayor of each dif-
trift to name, according to the fize of the
place, four or fix of the beft-informed inha-
bitants, not men of the law, out of which
the citizens were to eledt two, who are to
be termed mediators. Their office is to en-
deavour to prevent litigious fuits, and conci-
liate differences. And no fuit is to be com-
menced before the parties have difcuffed the
difpute at their weekly meeting. If arecon-
ciliation fhould, in confequence, take place,
it is to be regiftered, and the parties are not
allowed to retrad.
By thefe means ignorant people will be
prevented from applying for advice to men
who
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who may juftly be termed ftirrcrs-up of
ftriSe. They have, for a long time, to life
a Significant vulgariSm, fet the people by the
ears, and lived by the fpoil they caught up in
the Scramble. There is fome reafon to hope
that this regulation will diminifh their num-
ber, and reftrain their miSchievous activity.
But till trials by jury are eftablilhed, little
juftice can be expected in Norway. Judges
who cannot be bribed are often timid, and
afraid of offending bold knaves, left they
Should raife a Set oS hornets about them-
Selves. The Sear of cenSure undermines all
energy of chara&er; and, labouring to be
prudent, they lofe fight of re&itude. Befides,
nothing is left to their confcience, or Saga-
city ; they muft be governed by evidence,
though internally convinced that it is falfe.

There is a conliderable iron manufa&orv
at Laurvig, for coarSe work, and a lake near
the town Supplies the water necefl'ary for
working Several mills belonging to it.

This eftablifhment belongs to the count of
Laurvig. Without a fortune, and influence
equal to his, fuch awork could not have been
fet afloat; perSonal fortunes are not yet fjf-
ficient to fupport Such undertakingsj never-
ihelefa the inhabitants of the town Speak oSthe

5 fize
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fize of his eftate as an evil, becaufe it ob-
ftrudts commerce. The occupiers of fmall
farms are obliged to bring their wood to the
neighbouring fea-ports, to be lhipped ; but
he, wifhing to increale the value of his, will
not atlow it to be thus gradually cut down ;
which turns the trade into another channel.
Added to this, nature is againft them, the
bay being open and infecure. | could not
help fmiling when | was informed that in a
hard gale a veflel had been wrecked in the
main ftreet. When there are fuch a number
of excellent harbours on the coaft, it is a pity
that accident has made one of the largeft
towns grow u.p in a bad one.

The father of the prefent count was a dif-r
tant relation of the family; he refided con-
ftantly in Denmark; and his fon follows
his example, They have not been in pof-
feffion of the eftate many years ; and their
predeceffor lived near the town, introducing
a degree of profligacy of manners which
has been ruinous to the inhabitants in every
refped, their fortunes not being equal to the
prevailing extravagance.

What little | have feen of the manners of

the people does not pleafe me fo well as
thofe
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thofe of Tonfberg. | am forewarned that
I (hall find them ftill more cunning and
fraudulent as | advance towards the weft-
ward, in proportion as traffic takes place of
agriculture; for their towns are built on
naked rocks ; the ftreets are narrow bridges ;
and the inhabitants are all feafaring men, or
owners of ftjips, who keep fhops.

The inn | was at in Laurvig, this journey,
Was not the fame that | was at before. It is
a good one ; the people civil, and the ac-
commodations decent. They feem to be better
provided in Sweden; but in juftice | ought
to add, that they charge more extravagantly.
My bill at Tonfberg was alfo much higher
than | had paid in Sweden, and much higher
than it ought to have been where provifions
are fo cheap. Indeed they feem to confider
foreigners as ftrangers whom they fhould
never fee again, and might fairly pluck.
And the inhabitants of the weftern coaft, in-
fulated, as it were, regard thofe of the eaft
almoft as ftrangers. Eachtown in that quar-
ter feems to be a great family, fufpicious of
every other, allowing none to cheat them, but:
themfelves; and, right or wrong, they fup-
port one another in the face of juftice.

la



( 124 )

On this journey | was fortunate enough to
have one companion with more ,enlarged
views than the generality of his countrymen,
who fpoke englilh tolerably.

I was informed that we might ftill ad-
vance a mile and a quarter in our cabrioles y
afrerwards there was no choice, but of a
fingle horfe and wretched path, or a boat, the
ufual mode Of travelling.

W e therefore fertt our baggage forward in
the boat, and followed rather fldwly, for the
road was rocky and fandy. ' We patted,
however, through feveral beech groves,
which ftill delighted me by the frefhnefs of
their light green foliage, and the elegance of
their affemblage, forming retreats to veil,
without obfcuringthe fun.

| was furprifed, at approaching the water,
to find a little clufter of'houfes pleafantly
fituated, and an excellent' inn, | could have
wifhed to have'remained there all night; but
as the wind was fair, and the evening fine, |
was afraid to truft to the, wind, the uncertain
wind of to-morrow. * We therefore left Hel-
geraac immediately, with the declining fun.

Though we wefe in the open fea,. we
failed more amongft the rocks and iflands

thaa
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than in my paiTage from Stromfta'd ; and-they
often formed very pi&urefque combinations.
Few of the high ridges were entirely bare ;
the feeds of fome pines or firs had been
wafted by the winds or waves, and they flood
to brave the elements.

Sitting then in a little boat on the ocean,
amidft ftrangers, with forrow and care preffing
hard on me,—buffeting me about from clime
to clime,—1 felt

“ Like the lone flirub at random caft,
“ That fighs and trembles at each blaft i~

On fome of the largeft rocks there were
actually groves, the retreat of foxes and
hares, which, | fuppofe, had tript over the ice
during the winter, without thinking to re-
gain the main land before the thaw.

Several of the iflands were inhabited by
pilots ; and the norwegian pilots are allowed
to be the bell in the world; perfectly ac-
quainted with their coaft, and ever at hand to
obferve the firft fignal or fail. They pay a
fmall tax to the king, and to the regulating
officer, and enjoy the fruit of their indefati-
gable induftry.

One of the iflands, called Virgin Land, is a
fiat, with fome depth of earth, extending for

half
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half a norwegian mile, with three farms on
it, tolerably well cultivated.

On fome of the bare rocks | faw draggling
houfes ; they rofe above the denomination of
huts inhabited by lifhermen. My compa-
nions affured me that they were very com-
fortable dwellings, and that they have not
only the neceffaries, but even what might be
reckoned the fuperfluities of life. It was too
late for me to go on fhore, if you will al-
low me to give that name to fhivering
rocks, to afcertain the faft.

But rain coming on, and the night grow-
ing dark, the pilot declared that it would be
dangerous for us to attempt to go to the place
of our deftination, Eali Riijoer, a norwegian
mile and a half further ; and we determined
to flop for the night at a little haven; fome
half dozen houfes fcattered under the curve
of a rock. Though it became darker and
darker, our pilot avoided the blind rocks
with great dexterity.

It was about ten o’clock when we arrived j
and the old hoftels quickly prepared me a
comfortable bed— a little too foft, or fo ; but
I was weary; and opening the window to
admit the fweeteft of breezes to fan me to

fleep,
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fleep, I funk into the moft luxurious reft:
it was more than refrefiling. The hofpita-
ble Iprites of the grots furely hovered round
my pillow; and if | woke, it was to lifteu to
the melodious whifpering of the wind amongft
them, or to feel the mild breath of morn.
Light [llumbers produced dreams, where
Paradife was before me. My little cherub
was again hiding her face in my bofom.
| heard her fweet cooing beat on my heart
from the cliffs, and faw her tiny footfteps
on the fands. New-born hopes feemed, like
the rainbow, to appear in the clouds of Sor-
row, faint, yet fufficient to amufe away de-
fpair.

Some refrefhing but heavy fhowers
have detained us; and here I am writing
quite alone----fomething more than gay, for
which | want a name.

I could almoft fancy myfelf in Nootka
Sound, or on fome of the iflands on the
north weft coaft of America. We en-
tered by a narrow pafs through the rocks,
which from this abode appear more ro-
mantic than you can well imagine ; and
feal-fkins, hanging at the door to dry, add to
the illufion.

It is indeed a corner of the world j but

you
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you would be furprifed to fee the cleanlinefs
and comfort of the dwelling. The fhelves
are not only Chining with pewter and queen’s
ware, but fome articles in filver, more pon-
derous, it is true, than elegant. The linen
is good, as well as white. All the females
fpin ; and there is a loom in the kitchen. A
fort of individual tafle appeared in the ar-
rangement of the furniture, (this is not the
place for imitation) and a kindnefs in their
defire to oblige--—-how fuperior to the apifh
politcnefs of the towns! where the people,
affedling to be well bred, fatigue with their
endlefs ceremony.

The miftrefs is a widow ; her daughter is
married to a pilot, and has three cows. They
have a little patch of land at about the diftance
of two englifh miles, where they make hay
for the winter, which they bring home in a
boat. They live here very cheap, getting
money from the veffels which ftrefs of wea-
ther, or other caufes, bring into their har-
bour. | fufpeQ, by their furniture, that they
fmtiggle a little. | can now credit the account
ofthe other houfes, which | laft night thought
exaggerated.

I have been converging with one of my

com-
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companions refpeding the laws and regula-
tions of Norway. is a man with a great
portion of common fenfe, and heart,-i-yes, a
warm heart. This is not the firft time | have
remarked heart without fentiment: they are
diftind. The former depends on the redi-
tude of the feelings, on truth of fympathy :
thefe characters have more tendernefs than
paffion; the latter has a higher fource; call
it imagination, genius, or what you will, it
is fomething very different. | have been
laughing with thefe funple, worthy folk, to
give you one of my half fcore danifh words,
and letting as much of my heart flow out in
fympathy as they can take. Adieu! I muft
trip up the rocks. The rain isover. Letme
catch pleafure on the wing—I may be melan-
choly to-morrow. Now all my nerves keep
time with the melody of nature. Ah ! let
jne be happy whilft 1 can. The tear ftarts
as | think of it. | muft fly from thought,
and find refuge from forrow in a ftrong ima-
gination—the only folace for a feeling heart.
Phantoms of blifs ! ideal forms of excellence !
again inclofe me in your magic circle, and
wipe dear from my remembrance the difap-

K, point*
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pointments which render the fympathy pam3
ful, which experience rather increafes than
dampsj by giving the indulgence of feeling
the fan&ion of reafon.

'Once more farewell!

tETTE*
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"N 1ert Portoer, the little haven | mentioned,
loon after | finifhed my laft letter. The fea
was rough; and 1 perceived that our pilot
was right not to venture farther during a
hazy night. We had agreed to pay four

dollars for a boat from Helgeraac. | men-
tion the fum, becaufe they would demand
twice as much from a ftranger. | was

obliged to pay fifteen for the one | hired at
Stromftad. When we were ready to fet out,
our boatman offered to return a dollar, and
let us go in one of the boats of the place, the
pilot who lived there being better acquainted
with the coaft. He only demanded a dollar
and half, which was reafonable, 1| found
him a civil and rather intelligent man; he
was in the american fervice feveral years,
during the revolution,

I foon perceived that an experienced ma-
riner was necelfary to guide us; for we
were continually obliged to tack about, to
avoid the rocks, which, fcarcely reaching to
the furface of the water, could only be difco-

K 5 vered
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vfered by the breaking of the waves over
them.

The view of this wild coaft, as we failed
along it, afforded me a continual fubject for
meditation. | anticipated the future improve-
ment of the world, and obferved how much
man had ftill to do, to obtain of the earth all
it could yield. | even carried my fpecula-.
tions fo far as to advance a million or two of
years to the moment when the earth would
perhaps be fo perfectly cultivated, and fo
completely peopled, as to render it neceffary
to inhabit every fpot; yes; thefe bleak
fhores. Imagination went ftill farther, and
pictured the ftate of man when the earth
could no longer iupport him. Where was
he to fly to from univerfal famine ? Do not
fmile : 1 really became diftreffed for thefe
fellow creatures, yet unborn. The images
fattened on me, and the world appeared a
vaft prilon. 1 was foon to be in a I'maller
one—for no other name can | give to Rufoer,
It would be difficult to form an idea of the
place, if you have never ieen pne of thefe
rocky coafts.

We were a confiderable time entering
amongft the iflands, before we faw about twq

hundred
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hUndretl houfes crowded together, unclef a
very high rock—ftill higher appearing above.
Talk not of baftilles ! To be born here, was
to be baftilled by nature—fhiit out from ai
that opens the underftanding, or enlarges the
heart. Huddled one behind another, not
more than a quarter 0fthe dwellings even had
a proipea of the fea. A few planks formed
paffages from houfe to houfe, which you
muft often fcale, mounting fteps like a lad-
der, to enter.

The only road acrofs the rocks leads to a
habitation, fterile enough, you may fup-
pofe, when I tell you that the little earth on
the adjacent ones was carried there by the late
inhabitant. A path, almoft impracticable for
a horfe, goes on to Arendall, ftill further
to the weftward.

I enquired for a walk, and mounting
near two hundred fteps made round a rock,
walked up and down for about a hundred
yards, viewing the fea, to which | quickly
defcended by fteps that cheated the declivity.
The ocean, and thefe tremendous bulwarks,
encloied me on every fide. | felt the con-
finement, and wifhed for wings to reach ftill
loftier cliffs, whofe flippery iides no foot

K 3 was
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tvas fo hardy as to tread ; yet what was
it to fee ?%-----only a boundlefs wafte of
waters—not a glimpfe of finding nature—
not a patch of lively green to relieve the
aching light, or vary the objects of medi-
tation.

| felt my breath opprefled, though nothing
could be clearer than the atmofphere. Wan-
dering there alone, | found the folitude de-
firable ; my mind was ftored with ideas,
which this new fcene aflbciated with afto-
nifliing rapidity. But | fhuddered at the
thought of receiving exiftence, and remain-
ing here, in the folitude of ignorance, till
forced to leave a world of which | had feen
fo little ; for the character of the inhabitants
is as uncultivated, if not as picturefquely wild,
as their abode.

Having no employment but traffic, of
which a contraband trade makes the bafts of
their profit, the coarleft feelings of honefty
are quickly blunted. You may fuppofethat |
fpeak in general terms ; and that, with all the
diladvantages of nature and circumftances,
there are ftill fome relpe&able exceptions,
the more praife-worthy, as tricking is a very
sontagious mental difcafe that dries up-all the

generous
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generous juices of the heart. Nothing genial,
in fad, appears around this place, or within
the circle of its rocks. And, now | recoiled,
it feems to me that the moft genial and hu-
mane charaders | have met with in life*
were moft alive to the fentiments infpired by
tranquil country fcenes. What, indeed, is
to humanife thefe beings, who reft ihut up,
for they feldom even open their windows,
fmoaking, drinking brandy* and driving bar-
gains? | have been almoft ftifled by thefe
fmoakers. They begin in the morning, and
are rarely without their pipe till they go to
bed. Nothing can be more difgufting than
the rooms and men towards the evening:
breath, teeth, clothes, and furniture, all are
fpoilt. It is well that the women are not
Very delicate, or they would only love their
hufbands becaufe they were their hufbande,;
Perhaps, you may add, that the remark need
not be confined to fo fmall a part of the
world; and, entre nous, | am of the fame
opinion. You muft not term this inuendo
faucy, for it does not come home.

If | had not determined to write, | fhould

have found my confinement here, even for
K 4 three



(36 )

tlifee tit four days, tedious* | have no
books; and to pace up and down a fmall
room, looking at tiles, overhung by rocks,
foon becomes wearifome. | cannot mount
two hundred fteps, to walk a hundred yards,
many times in the day. Belides, the rocks,
retaining the heat of the fun, are intolerably
warm. | am rieverthelefs very well; for
«though there is a Jhrewdnefs in the character
of thefe people, depraved by a fordid love
of money which'repel* me, ftill the compa-
rifons they force’me to make keep my hSart
cairn, by exerciimg my underfianding.

Every where wealth commands too much
rcfpedt ¢ but here, aimoft excluiively ; and it
is the only object purlLied—not through brake
and briar, but over rocks and waves—yet of
what ufe fwvould riches be to me? | have
"Tometim'es afked myfelf, were | confined to
live in fuch a fpot. | could only relieve a
few diftrelfed objects, perhaps render them
idle, and all the reft of life would be a blank.

My prelent journey has given xrelh force
ro my opinion, that no place is fo difagree-
abie and unimproving as a country town.

I Jhould like to divide my time between the
town
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town raid country ; in a lone houfe, with the
bufinefs of farming and planting, where my
mind would gain ftrength by iolitary mufing;
and in a metropolis to rub oft the ruft of
thought, and polifti the tafte which the
contemplation of nature had rendered juft.
Thus do we wilh as we float down tiie
ftream of life, whilft chance does more to
gratify a defire of knowledge than our heft-
laid plans. A degree of exertion, produced
by fome want, more or lefs painful, is pro-
bably the price we muft all pay for know-
ledge. How few authors or artifts have
arrived at eminence who have not lived by
their employment ?

I was interrupted yefterday by bufinefs,
and was prevailed upon to dine with the englilli
vice-conful. His houie being open to the lea,
| was more at large ; and the hofpitality of the
table pleafed me, though the bottle was rather
too freely pulhed about. Their manner of en-
tertaining was fuch as | have frequently re-
marked when | have been thrown in the way
of people without education, who have more
money than wit, that is, than they know what
to do with. The women were unaffected, but

had
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had not the natural grace which was often
confpicuous at Tonfberg. There was even a
ftriking difference in their drefs ; thefe having
loaded themfelves with finery, in the ftyle
of the failors’ girls of Hull or Portfmouth.
Tafte has not yet taught them to make any
hut an oftentatious difplay of wealth : yet |
could perceive even here the firft fteps of the
improvement which | am perfuaded will make
a very obvious progrefs in the courfe of half
a century; and it ought not to be fooner, to
keep pace with the cultivation of the earth.
Improving manners will introduce finer moral
feelings. They begin to read tranflations of
fome of the raoft ufeful german productions
lately publifhed ; and one of our party fling
a fong, ridiculing the powers coalefced againft
France, and the company drank confufion to
thofe who had difmembered Poland.

The evening was extremely caim and
beautiful.  Not being able to walk, | re-
quefted a boat, a&the only means of enjoying
free air.

The view of the town was now extremely
fine. A huge rocky mountain flood up be-
hind it j and avaft cliff ftretched on each fide,
forming a femicircle. In a recefs of the rocks

was-
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was a clump of pines, amongft which a
fteeple rofe pi&urefquely beautiful.

The church-yard is almoft the only ver-
dant fpot in the place. Here, indeed, friend-
ship extends beyond the grave ; and, to grant
a fod of earth, is to accord a favour. |
lhould rather chufe, did it admit of a choice,
to deep in fome of the caves of the rocks ;
for 1 am become better reconciled to them
fince | climbed their craggy fides, laft night,
Siftening. to the fineft echoes | ever heard.
We had a french-horn with us; and there
was an enchanting wildnefs in the dying
away of the reverberation, that quickly
tranfported me to Shakfpeare’s magic ifland.
Spirits unfeen feemed to walk abroad, and
flit from cliff to cliff, to footh my foul to
peace.

I reluctantly returned to fupper, to be
fhut up in a warm room, only to view
the vaft fhadows of the rocks extending on
the Numbering waves. | ftood at the win-
dow fome time before a buzz fdled the
drawing-room ; and now and then the dafh-
ing of a folitary oar rendered the fcene
ftill more folemn.

Before
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Before | came here,I could fcarcely
have imagined that a fimple objed, rocks,
could have admitted offo many intereft-
ing combinations—always grand, and often
fublime.

Good night I God blefs you F

LETTER
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letter XII.

| LEFT Eaft Rufoer the day before yefterday.
The weather was very line ; but lo calm that
we loitered on the water near fourteen hours}
only to make about lix and twenty miles.

It feemed to me a lort of emancipation
when we landed at Helgeraac. The confine-
ment which every where ftruck me whilft
fojourning among!! the rocks, made me hail
the earth as a land of promife ; and the Situ-
ation fhone with frelh luftre from the con-
trafh—from appearing to be a free abode.
Here it was poffible to travel by land—I
never thought this a comfort before, and my
eyes, fatigued by the fparkling of the lun
on the water, now contentedly repofed on
the green expanle, half perfuaded that fuch
verdant meads had never till then regaled
them*

I rofe early to purfue my journey to
Tonfberg. The country ftill wore a face of
joy:—and my ioul was alive to its charms.
Leaving the moft lofty, and romantic of the
cliffs behind us® we were almoft continually

defgendi«§
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defcending to Tonfberg, through elyfian
fcenes; for not only the fea, but mountains,
rivers, lakes, and groves, gave an almoft
endlefs variety to the profpeft, The cotta-
gers were ftill leading home the hay; and
the cottages, on this road, looked very com-
fortable. Peace and plenty—I mean not
abundance, feemed to reign around'—ftill |
grew fad as | drew near my old abode. 1
was forry to fee the fun fo high; it was
broad noon, Tonfberg was fomething like a
home—yet | was to enter without lighting-
up pleafure in any eye-—I dreaded the foli-
tarinefs of my apartment, and wiihed for
night to hide the ftarting tears, or to fhed
them on my pillow, and clofe my eyes on a
world where | was deftined to wander alone.
Why has nature fo many charms for me—
calling forth and cherifhing refined fenti-
ments, only to wound the breaft that fofters
them ? How illufive, perhaps the moft fo,
are the plans of happinefs founded on virtue
and principle ; what inlets of mifery do they not
open in a half civilized fociety ? The fatisfac*
tion arifing from confcious rectitude, will
not calm an injured heart, when tendernefs
is ever finding excufes ; and felf-applaufe is a

$ cold



( *43 )

Cold foiitary feeling, that cannot fupply the
place of difappointed afFedtion, without
throwing a gloom over every profpeft,
which, banilhing pleafure, does not exclude
pain. | reafoned and reafoned; but my
heart was two full to allow me to remain iq.
the houfe, and | walked, till 1 was wearied
out, to purchafe reft—or rather forgetful-
pefs.

Employment has beguiled this day, and to-
morrow | fet out for Mofs, in my way to
Stromftad. At Gothenburg | Shall embrace
jny Fannikin; probably fhe will not know
me again—and | Shall be hurt if fhe do not.
How childifh is this ! ftill it is a natural feek
ing. | would not permit myfelf to indulge
the “ thick coming fears” of fondnefs, whilft
I was detained by bufinefs,—Yet | never faw
a calf bounding in a meadow, that did not
remind me of my little frolicker. A calf, you
fay. Yes; but a capital one, | own.

I cannpt write compofedly-—I am every
inftant finking into reveries—my heart flut-
ters, I know not why. FqoJ! It istime thou
yvert at reft.

Friendship and domeftic happinefs are con-
tinually praifed j yet how little is there of

either
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cither in the world, becaufe it requires more
cultivation of mind to keep awake affedfion,
even in our own hearts* than the common run
of people fuppofe. Befides, few like to be
feen as they really are ; and a degree of lim-
plicity, and of undifguifed confidence, which,
to uninterefted obfervers, would almoft border

weaknefs, is the charm, nay the effence of
love or friendfhip : all the bewitching graces
of childhood again appearing. As objedts
merely to exercife my tafte, | therefore like
to fee people together who have an affection
for each other; every turn of their features
touches me, and remains pictured on my
imagination in indelible characters. The
zeft of novelty is, however, neceffarv to
roufe the languid fympathies which have been
hacknied ip the world ; as is the fa&itious
behaviour, fjdfely; termed good-breeding, to
amufe thofe, who, defective in tafte, continu-
ally rely for pleafure on their,animal fpirits,
which not being maintained by the imagina-
tion, are unavoidably fooner exhaufted than
the fentiments of the heart, friendfhip is in
general fincere at the commencement, and
la(ls whilft there is any thing to fupport it;
but as a mixture of novelty and vanity is the

ttfuaj prep, no wonder if it fall with the
flendvv
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(lender ftay. The fop in the play, payed a
greater compliment than he was aware of,
when he faid to a perfon, whom he meant to
flatter, “ I like you almoft as well as a new
“acquaintanceWhy am | talking of friend-
fhip, after which I have had fuch a wild-goofe
chace.—1 thought only of telling you that
the crows, as well as wild-geefe, are here
birds of paflage.

LETTER
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LETTER XIII*

1 LEFT Tonfberg yefterday, the 224 of Att-
guft. It is only twelve or thirteen englifh
miles to Mofs, through a country, lefswild
than any trad; | had hitherto palled over in
Norway. It was often beautiful ; but feldom
afforded thofe grand views, which fill, rather
than footh the mind.

We glided along the meadows, and through
the woods, with fun-beams playing around
us; and though no caftles adorned the prof-
peds, a greater number of comfortable farms
met my eyes, during this ride, than | have
ever feen, in the fame fpace, even in the
moft cultivated part of England. And the
very appearance of the cottages of the la-
bourers, fprinkled amidft them, excluded all
thofe gloomy ideas infpired by the contem-
plation of poverty.

The hay was ftill bringing in; for
one harveft in Norway, treads on the
heels of the other. The woods wrere
more variegated; interfperfed with fhrubs.
We no longer pafled through forefts of vaft
pines, ftretching along with favage magnifi-

cence.
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Cence. Forefts that only exhibited the flow
decay of time, or the devaluation produced
by warring elements. NoO; oaks, allies,
beech ; and all the light and graceful tenants
of our woods here fported luxuriantly. |
had not obferved many oaks before ; for the
greater part of the oak planks, | am in-
formed, come from the weftward.

In France the farmers generally live in villa-
ges, which is a great difadvantage to the
country; but the norwegian farmers, always
owning their farms, or being tenants for life,
refide in the midft of them ; allowing fome
labourers a dwelling, rent free, who have a
little land appertaining to the cottage, not
only for a garden, but for crops of different
kinds, fuch as rye, oats, buck-wheat, hemp,
flax, beans, potatoes, and hay, which are
fown in ftrips about it ; reminding a ftranger
of the firft attempts at culture, when every
family was obliged to be an independent
community.

Thefe cottagers work at a certain price,
ten-pence per day, for the farmers on whofe
ground they live; and they have fpare time
enough to cultivate their own land; and lay
in a ftore of fifh for the winter. The wives

L 2 andi
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and daughters fpin; and the hufbands and
fons weave : fo that they may fairly be reck-
oned independent ; having alio a little money
in hand to buy coffee, brandy, and fome
other iuperfitudes.

The only thing | difliked was the military
fcrvice, which trammels them more than | at
lirft imagined, ft is true that the militia is
only called out once a year—yet, in cafe of
war, they have no alternative, but muft aban-
don their families. Even the manufacturers are
not exempted, though the miners are, in order
to encourage undertakings which require a ca-
pital at the commencement. And what ap-
pears more tyrannical, the inhabitants of cer-
tain diftridts are appointed for the land, others
for the fea fervice. Confequently, a peafant-
born a foldier, is not permitted to follow his
inclination, fhould it lead him to go to fea:
a natural defire near fo many fea ports.

In thefe regulations the arbitrary govern-
ment, the king of Denmark being the moft
abfoldte monarch in Europe, appears, which
in other refpefts, feeks to hide itfelf in a
lenity that almoft renders the laws nullities.
If any alteration of old cuftoms is thought
of,-the opinion ofthe whole countryisrequired,
and maturely conhdered, | have feveral times

3 had
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had occafion to obferve, that fearing to appear
tyrannical, laws are allowed to become ob-
folete, which ought to be put in force, or
better fubftituted in their ftead ; for this mis-
taken moderation, which borders on timi-
dity, favours the lead refpectahle part of the
people.

| faw on my way not only good parfonage
houfes, but comfortable dwellings,, with glebe
land for the clerk : always a confequential
man in every country : a being proud of
a little fmattering of learning, to ufe the
appropriate epithet, and vain of the ftiS*
good-breeding reflected from the vicar,;
though the fervility pratifed in his company
gives it a peculiar caft.

The widow of the clergyman is allowed
to receive the benefit of the living for a
twelve-month, after the death of the incum-
bent.

Arriving at the ferry, the paffage over to
Mofs is about fix or eight englilh miles; |
faw the moft level fhore | had yet feen in
Norway. The appearance of the circum-
jacent country had been preparing me for
the change of fcene, which was to greet
rue, when | reached the coaft. For the

L 3 grand
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grand features of nature had been dwindling
into prettinefs as | advanced ; yet the rocks,
on a fmaller fcale, were finely wooded to the
water’s edge. Little art appeared, yet fubli-
mity every where gave place to elegance.
The road had often affumed the appearance
of a graveled one, made in pleafure grounds,
whilft the trees excited only an idea of em-
bellifhment.  Meadows, like lawns, in an
endlefs variety, difplayed the carelefs graces
of nature ; and the ripening corn gave a rich-
nefs to the landfcape, analogous with the other
objects.

Never was a fouthern fky more beautiful,
nor more foft its gales. Indeed, | am led to
conclude, that the fweeteft fummer in the
world, is the northern one. The vegetation
being quick and luxuriant, the moment the
earth is loofened from its icy fetters, and the
bound ftreams regain their wonted activity.
The balance of happinefs, with refpeCt to cli-
mate, may be more equal than | at firft ima-
gined ; for the inhabitants defcribe with
warmth the pleafures of a winter, at the
thoughts of which | Ihudder. Not only their
parties of pleafure but of bufmefs are referved

2 for
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for this feafon, when they travel with afto-
nifhing rapidity, the moft direct way, Ikim-
ming over hedge and ditch.

On entering Mofs | was ftruck by the
animation which feemed to refult from in-
duftry. The richeft of the inhabitants keep
fhops, refembling in their manners, and even
the arrangement of their houfes, the trades-
people of Yorkfhire ; with an air of more
independence, or rather confegnence, from
feeling themfeves the firft people in the place.
I had not time to fee the iron works, belong-
ing to Mr. Anker, of Chriftiania, a man of
fortune and enterprife ; and | was not very
anxious to fee them, after having viewed
thofe at Laurvig.

Here | met with an intelligent literary
man, who was anxious to gather information
from me, relative to the paft and prefent
Situation of France. The newfpapers printed
at Copenhagen, as well as thofe in England, give
the moft exaggerated accounts of their atroci-
ties and diftrefles; but the former without any
apparent comments or inferences. Still the
norwegians, though more connected with the
engliih, fpeaking their language, and copy-
ing their manners, wifti well to the republi-
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can caufe; and follow, with the moft lively
intereft, the fuccelfes of the french arms. So
determined were they, in fad, to excufe every
thing, dilgracing the ftruggle freedom, by
admitting the tyrant’s plea neceffity, that |
could hardly perfuade them that Robefpierre
was a monfter.

The dilcuffion of this fubjed is not fo ge-
neral as in England, being confined to the
few, the clergy and phyfician, with a fmall
portion of people who have a literary turn
and leifure : the greater part of the inhabi-
tants, having a variety of occupations, being
owners of fhips, fhopkeepers and farmers,
have employment enough at home. And
their ambition to become rich may tend to
cultivate the common fenfe, which charade-
rizes and narrows both their hearts and views;
confining the former to their families, taking
the handmaids of it into the circle of pleafure,
if not of intereft; and the latter to the in-
fpeftion of their workmen, including the
noble fcience of bargain-making—that is get-
ting every thing at the cheapeft, and felling,
it at the deareft rate. | am now more than
ever convinced, that it is an intercourfe with
men of fcience and artifts, which not only

diffufes
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diffufes tafte, but gives that freedom to the
underftanding, without which | have feldcm
met with much benevolence of charader, on
a large fcale.

Befides, though you do not hear ox much,
pilfering and ftealing in Norway, yet they
will, with a quiet confcience, buy things at
a price which muft convince them they were
ftolen. | had an opportunity of knowing
that two or three reputable people had pur-
chafed fome articles of vagrants, who were
dete<fled. How much of the virtue, which
appears in the world, is put on for the world !
And how little didated by felf refped-fo little,
that | am ready to repeat the old queftion—and
aik, where is truth or rather principle to be
found 2 Thefe are, perhaps, the vapourings of
a heart ill at eafe—the effufions of a fenfibility
wounded almoft to madnefs. But enough
of this—we will difcufs the fubjed in another
(late of exiftence— where truth and juftice
will reign. How cruel are the injuries
which make us quarrel with human nature !
—At prefent black melanchqgly hovers round
my footfteps; and forrow fheds a mildew
over all the future profpeds, which hope no
longer gilds.

A rainy
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A rainy morning prevented my enjoying
the pleasure the view of a pitturefque coun-
try would have afforded me; for though this
road paffed through a country, a greater ex-
tent of which was under cultivation, than |
had ufually feen here, it neverthelefs retained
all the wild charms of Norway. Rocks ftill
encloied the valleys, whofe grey fides enli-
vened their verdure. Lakes appeared like
branches of the fea, and branches of the fea
aiTumed the appearance of tranquil lakes;
whilft ftreamlets prattled amongft the pebbles,
and the broken mafs of ftone which had rol-
led into them; giving fantaftic turns to the
trees whofe roots they bared.

It is not, in fad:, furprifmg that the pine
fhould be often undermined, it {hoots its
fibres in fuch an horizontal direction, merely
on the furface of the earth, requiring only
enough to cover thofe that cling to the craggs.
Nothing proves to me, fo clearly* that it is
the air which principally nourifhes trees and
plants, as the fiourifhing appearance of thele
pines.— The firs demanding a deeper foil, are
feldom feen in equal health, or fo numerous
on the barren cliffs. They take fhelter in
the crevices, or where, after fome revolving

ag.cs,



( 15S )
ages, the pines have prepared them a foot-
ing.

Approaching, or rather defcending, to
Chriftiania, though the weather continued a
little cloudy* my eyes were charmed with
the view of an extenfive undulated valley,
ftretching out under the {helter of a noble
amphitheatre of pine - covered mountains.
Farm houfes fcattered about animated, nay,
graced a fcene which ftill retained lo much
of its native wildnefs, that the art which
appeared, feemed fo neceflary it was fcarcely
perceived. Cattle were grazing in the fliaven
meadows; and the lively green, on their
fwelling fides, contrafted with the ripening
corn and rye. The corn that grew on the
flopes, had not, indeed, the laughing luxu-
riance of plenty, which | have feen in more
genial climes. A frefh breeze fwept acrofs
the grain, parting its llender ftalks ; but the
wheat did not wave its head with its wonted,
carelefs dignity, as if nature had crowned it
the king of plants.

The view, immediately on the left, as we
drove down the mountain, was almoft fpoilt
by the depredations committed on the rocks to
snake alum. | do not know the procefs.—I

only
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only faw that the rocks looked red after they
had been burnt; and regretted that the operation
fhould leave, a quantity of rubbifh, to intro-
duce an image of human induftry in the
fhape of deftruftion. The fituation of Chrif-
tiania is certainly uncommonly fine; and 1
never faw a bay that fo forcibly gave me an
idea of a place of fafety from the ftorms of
the ocean—all the furrounding objects were
beautiful, and even grand. But neither the
rocky mountains, nor the woods that graced
them, could be compared with the fublime
profpe£ts | had feen towards the weftward;
and as for the hills, “ capped with eternal
fnow,” Mr. Coxe’s defcription led me to look
for them ; but they had flown ; for | looked

vainly around for this noble back-ground.
A few months ago the people of Chrifti-
ania rofe, exafperated by the fcarcity, and
confequent high price of grain. The imme-
diate caufe was the fhipping of fome, laid to
be for Mofs ; but which they fufpeited was
only a pretext to fend it out of the country:
and | am not fure that they were wrong in
their conjedfture.—-Such are the tricks of
trade! They threw ftones at Mr. Anker, the
owner of it, as he rode out of town
to efcape from their fury; they' ailem-
ble4
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bled about bis houfe, And the people de-
manded afterwards, with io much impetuo-
fity, the liberty of thefe who were taken up
in confequence of the tumult, that the Grand
Bailiff thought it prudent to releafe them
without further altercation.

You may think me too fevere on com-
merce ; but from the manner it is at prefent
carried on, little can be advanced in favour
of a purfuit that wears out the moft facred
principles of humanity and redtitude. What is
fpeculation, but a fpecies of gambling, | might
have faid fraud, in which addrefs generally
gains the prize ? | was led into thefe reflec-
tions when | heard of fome tricks pracdfed
by merchants, mif-called reputable, and cer-
tainly men of property, during the prefent
war, in which common honefty was violated :
damaged goods, and provifions, having
been {hipped for the exprefs purpofe
of falling into the hands of the englifti,
who had pledged themfe'lves to reimburfe
neutral nations, for the cargoes they feized;
cannon alfo, fent back as unfit for fervice,
have been (hipped as a good fpeculation ; the
captain receiving orders to cruize about till
he fell in with an englifti frigate. Many in-
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dividuals, | believe, have fuffered by the
feizures of their veflels; ftill 1 am perfuaded
that the englifh government has been very
much impofed upon in the charges made
by merchants, who contrived to get their
fhips taken. This cenfure is not confined to
the danes. Adieu! For the prefent, | muft
take advantage of a moment of fine weather
to walk out and fee the town.

At Chriftiania | met with that polite recep-
tion, which rather chara&erifes the progrefs
of manners in the world, than of any parti-
cular portion of it. The firft evening of my
arrival | fupped with fome of the moft fa-
fhionable people of the place; and almoft
imagined myfelf in a circle of englifh. ladies,
fo much did they refemble them in manners,
drefs, and'even in beauty; for the faireft
of my countrywomen would not have been
forrv to rank with the Grand Bailiff’s lady.
There were feveral pretty girls prefent, but
£he outfhone them all ; and what interefted
me ftill more, | could not avoid obferving
that in acquiring the eafy politenefs
which diftinguifhes people of quality, fhe
had preferved her norwegian Simplicity. There
was, in faft, a graceful timidity in her ad-

drefs, inexpreffibly charming. This furprifed
me
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me a little, becaufe her hufband was quite a

frenchman of the ancicn regime, or rather
a courtier, the fame kind of animal in every

country.

Here | faw the cloven foot of defpotifm.
| boafted, to you, that they had no viceroy
in Norway; but thefe grand bailiffs, parti-
cularly the fuperior one, who refides at Chrif.
tiania, are political monfters of the fame
fpecies. Needy fycophants are provided for
by their relations and connexions at Copen-
hagen, as at other courts. And though the
norwegians are not in the abject ftate of the
irifh, yet this fecond-hand government is ftill
felt by their being deprived of feveral natu-
ral advantages to benefit the domineering
ftate.

The grand bailiffs are moJlly noblemen
from Copenhagen, who aft as men of com-

mon minds will always ad in fuch fituations
___aping a degree of courtly parade which
clafhes with the independent charader of a
magiftrate. Befides, they have a degree of
power over the country judges, which fome
of them who exercife a jurifdidion truly
patriarchal, moft painfully feel. | can fcarcely
fay why, my friend, but in this city,

thought-
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rhoughtfulnefs Teemed to be Aiding into me-
lancholy, or rather dullnefs—The fire of
fancy, which had been kept alive in the coun-
try, was almoft extinguifhed by reflections
cn the ilia that harafs fuch a large portion
of mankind*—I1 felt like a bird fluttering on
the ground unable to mount; yet unwilling to
crawl tranquilly like a reptile, whilft ftill con-
fcious it had wings.
| walked out, for the open air is always
my remedy when an aching-head proceeds
from an oppreffed heart. Chance directed
my fteps towards the fortrefs, and the fight
of the flaves, working with chains on their
legs, only ferved to embitter me ftill more
againft the regulations of fociety, which
treated knaves in fuch a different manner,
efpecially as there was a degree of energy in
fome of their countenances which unavoidably
excited my attention, and almoft created re-
ipeft
I wifhed to have feen, through an iron
grate, the face of a man who has been con-
fined fix years, for having induced the far-
mers to revolt againft fome impofitions of
the government. | could not obtain a clear
account of the affair j yet, as the complaint
was
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Was agamft fome farmers of taxes, | arri ia-»
clined to believe, that it was not totally with-
out foundation. He muft have pofFeffed
fome eloquence, or have had truth on his
fide; for the farmers rofe by hundreds to
fupport him, and were very much exafpe-
rated at his imprifonment; which will pro-
bably laft for life, though he has fent feveral
very fpirited remonftrances to the Upper court*
which makes the judges fo averfe to giving a
ftntence which may be cavilled at, that they
take advantage of the glorious uncertainty of
the law, to protrad a decifion wfeich is only
to be regulated by reafons of ftate.
e The greater number of the Haves, | faw
here, were not confined for life. Their la-
bour is not hard ; and they work in the open
air, which prevents their conftitutions from
fuffering by imprifonment. Still as they are
allowed to affociate together, and boaft of
their dexterity, not only to each other but
«to0 the foldiers around them, in the garrifon,
they commonly, it is natural to conclude, go
out more confirmed, and more expert knaves
than when they entered.

It is not necelfary to trace the origin of
othe allocution of ideas, which led me to
ol M think
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think that the ftars and gold keys, which
iixrroutided me the evening before, difgraced
the wearers, as much as the fetters | was
viewing—perhaps more. | even began to
inveftigate the reafon which led me to fuf-
pe<fi that the former produced the latter.

The norwegians are extravagantly fond of
courtly diftin&ion, and of titles, though
they have no immunities annexed to them,
and are eafily purchaled. The proprietors of
mines have many privileges: they are almoft
exempt from taxes, and the peafantry born on
their cftates, as well as thofe on the count’s,
are not born foldiers or failors.

One diftin&ion, or rather trophy of no-
bility, which might have occurred to the
Hottentots, amufed me ; it was a bunch
of hog’s briftles placed on the horfes’ heads j
furmounting that part of the harnefs to
which a round piece of brafs often dangles,
fatiguing the eye with its idle motion.

From the fortrefs | returned to my lodgings
and quickly was taken out of town to be
fhewn a pretty villa, and englifh garden.
To a norwegian both might have been objects
of curiofity, and of ufe, by exciting to the
companion which leads to improvement.

But
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But whilft | gazed, | was employed in reftor-
ing the place to nature, or tafte, by giving
it the chara&er of the furrounding fcene.
Serpentine walks, and flowering fhrubs, look-
ed trifling in a grand recefs of the rocks,
ihaded by towering pines. Groves of leffer
trees might nave been fheltered under them,
which would have melted into the landfcape,

difplaying only the art which ought to point
out the vicinity of a human abode, furnifhed
with fome elegance. But few people have
fufficient tafte to difcern, that the art of em-
bellifhingj confifts in interefting, not in afto-
niihing.

Chriftiania is certainly very pleafantly fitu-
ated ; and the environs | pafled through, during
this ride, afforded many fine, and cultivated
profpedts ; but, excepting the firft view ap-
proaching to it, rarely prefent any combina-
tion of objects fo ftrikingly new, or pidtu-
refque, as to command remembrance.

Adieu !

LETTER
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? o0 «a&tro<mJ? - sth
«Christiania is a clean, neat city ; but a
has none of the graces of architecture, which
ought to keep pace with the refining man-
ners of-a people—or the outfide of the houfe
will difgrace the infide ; giving the beholder
an idea of overgrown wealth devoid of tafte.
Large lIgiiare wooden hcrnfts offend the eye,
difpkying more than gothic barbarifm. Huge
gothic piles, indeed, exhibit a chaVaCteriftic
iublimity, and a wildnefs of fancy peculiar to
the period when they were ereCted ; but fize,
without grandeur or elegance, has an emphati-
eal ftamp of meannefs, of poverty of concep-
tion, which only a commercial fpirit could

give.

- The fame thought has ftrucjc me, when |
have entered the meeting-houfe of my re-
fpected friend, Dr. Price. | am furprifed
that the diflenters, who have not laid afide
all the pomps and vanities of life, fhould ima-
gine a noble pillar, or arch, unhallowed.
Whilft men have fenfes, whatever fooths
them lends wings to devotion ; elfe why do

the beauties of nature, where all that charm
them
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them are fpread around 'with a lavifh hand,
force even the forrowing heart to acknow-r
l-edge that exiftence is a bleffinge and this
acknowledgement is the moft fublime homage,
we can pay to the Deity. i

The argument of convenience is.ahi'urd,
Who would-labour for wealth,, if it were ta
procure nothing but eonveniencies ? If w§
wifh to render mankind moral from princi-
ple, we mull, I am perfuaded., give a greate?
fcope to the enjoyments-of the fgjifes, by
blending tafte with them.. This has fret
quently occurred to me finee | have :been in
the north, and obferved that .there fanguine
characters always take refuge in drunkennefs
after the fire of youth is fpent. ;

But | have flown from Norway, tQ.go
back to the wooden houfes. Vanns con-
ftru&ed with logs, and even little, villages,

here erected in the fame fixnple manner,
have appeared to me very pidurefque. In
the more remote parts | had been particu-
larly pleafed with many cottages fituated
clofe to a brook, or bordering on a lake,
with the whole farm contiguous. As the
family increafes, a little more land is culti-
vated: thusthe country is obvioufly enriched by

M 3 popu-
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population. Formerly the farmers might more
juftly have been termed wood-cutters. But
now they find it neceffary to fpare the woods
a little ; and this change will be univerfally
beneficial; for whilft they lived entirely by
felling the trees they felled, they did not
pay fufficient attention to hufbandry 5 confe-
quently, advanced very flowly in agricultural
knowledge. Neceffity will in future more
and more fpur them on; for the ground,
cleared of wood, muft be cultivated, or the
farm lofes its value: there is no waiting for
food till another generation of pines be
grown to maturity.

The people of property are very care-
ful of their timber; and, rambling through
a foreft near Tonfberg, belonging to the
count, | have ftopt to admire the appearance
of fome of the cottages inhabited by a wood-
man’s family----- a man employed to cut
down the wood neceffary for the houfhold
and the eftate. A little lawn was cleared,
on which feveral lofty trees were left
which nature had grouped, whilft the en?
circling firs fported with wild grace. The
dwelling was flickered by the foreft, noble
pines fpreading their branches over the roof;

»n4
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and before the door a cow, goat, nag, and
children, feemed equally content with their
lot; and if contentment be all we can at-
tain, it is, perhaps, belt fecured by igno-
rance. C

As | have been moft delighted with the
country parts of Norway, | was fony to
leave Chriftiania, without going further to the
north, though the advancing feafon admo-
niflied me to depart, as well as the calls of
bufinefs and affection,

June and July are the months to make a
tour through Norway ; for then the evenings
and nights are the fineft | have ever feen ;
but towards the middle, or latter end of
Auguft, the clouds begin to gather, and fum-
mer difappears almoft before it has lipened
the fruit of autumn—even, as it were, flips
from your embraces, whilft the fatisfied
fenfes feem to reft in enjoyment,

You will alk, perhaps, why 1 wiihed to
go further northward. Why ? not only be-
caufe the country, from all | can gather, is
moft romantic, abounding in forefts and
lakes, and the air pure, but | have heaid
much of the intelligence of the inhabitants,
fubftantial farmers, who have none of that

M 4 cunning
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cunning to contaminate their fnnplicity,
mwhich difpleafed me fo much in the condu<3t
of the people on the fea coaft. A man, who
has been detected in any difhoneft aft, can,
no longer live among them. He is univer-
fally fhunned, and fhame becomes the fe-
vereft punilhment. Such a contempt have
they, in fad, for every fpecies of fraud, that
they will not allow the people on the weftern
coaft to be their countrymen ; fo much do
they defpife the arts for which thofe traders
who live on the rocks are notorious.

The defcription | received of them carried
me back to the fables of the golden age: in-
dependence and virtue; affluence without
vice; cultivation of mind, without depra-
vity of heart; with “ ever fmiling liberty
the nymph of the mountain.—1 want faith !
My imagination hurries me forward to feek
an afylum in fuch a retreat from all the dif-
appointments | am threatened with; but
reafon drags me back, whifpering that the
world is ftill the world, and man the fame,
compound of weaknefs and folly, who muft
occaiionally excite love and difguft, admira-
tion and contempt. But this defcription,
though it feems to have been lketched .by a

4 . fairy
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fairy pencil, was given me by a man of found
underftanding, whofe fancy feldom appears
to run away with him.

A law in Norway, termed the odels right,
has lately been modified, and probably will
be abolifhed as an impediment to commerce.
The heir of an eftate had the power of re-
purchasing it at the original purchafe money,
making allowance for fuch improvements as
were abfolutely neceffary, during the fpace
of twenty years. At prefent ten is the term
allowed for after thought; and when the
regulation was made, all the men of abilities
were invited to give their opinion whether
it were better to abrogate or modify it. It
is certainly a convenient and fafe way of
mortgaging land ; yet the moft rational men,
whom | converfea with on the fubjedt, feemed
convinced that the x-ight was more injurious
than beneficial to fociety ; ftill if it contri-
bute to keep the farms in the farmers own
hands, | fhould be forry to hear that it were
abolifhed.

The ariftocracy in Norway, if we keep
clear of Chriftiania, is far from being formi-
dable; and it will require a long time to
enable the merchants to attain a fufficient

monied
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monied intereil to induce them to reinforce
the upper clafs, at the expence of the yeo-
manry, with whom they are ufually con-
nected.

England and America owe their liberty
to commerce, which created a new fpecies
of power to undermine the feudal fyftem.
But let them beware of the confequence;
the tyranny of wealth is ftill more galling and
debafmg than that of rank.

Farewel! | muft prepare for my depart
ture.

LETTHR
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LETTER XV.

| 1eft Chriftiania yefterday. The weather
was not very fine; and having been a little
delayed on the road, | found that it was too

late to go round, a couple oi miles, to fee tivs
cafcade near Fredericftadt, which | had de-

termined to vifit. Befides, as Fredericftadt is
a fortrefs, it was neceffary to arrive there ben
fore they lhut the gate.

The road along the river is very romantic,
though the views are not grand ; and the
riches of Norway, its timber, floats iilently
down the ftream, ofteu impeded in its
courfe by iflands and little catarads, the
offspring, as it were, of the great one | had
frequently heard defcribed.

| found an excellent inn at Fredericftadt,
and was gratified by the kind attention of the
hoftefs, who, perceiving that my clothes were
wet, took great pains to procure me, as a
ftranger, every comfort for the night,

It had rained very hard; and we paffed
the ferry in the dark, without, getting out of
our carriage, which | think wrong, as the
hqrfes are fometimes unruly. Fatigue and

r melana
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melancholy, however, had made me regard-
lefs whether | went down or acrofs the
ftream; and | did not know that | was wet
Before the hoftefs remarked it. My ima-
gination has never yet fevered me from my'
griefs—and my mind has feldom been fo free
as to allow my body to be delicate. *

How | am altered by difappointment!—
When going to Lifbon, the elafticity of my
mind was fufficient to ward off wearinefs,
and my imagination ftill could dip her brufh
in the rainbow of fancy, and fketch futu-
rity in glowing colours. Now—but let me
talk of fomething elfe—will you go with me
to the cafcade ?

The crofs road to it was rugged and dreary j
and though a considerable extent of land
was cultivated on all fides, yet the rocks
were entirely bare, which furprifed me, as
they were more on a level with the furface
than any | had yet feen. On inquiry, how-
ever, | learnt that fome years fince a foreft
had been burnt. This appearance of defola®
tion was beyond meafure gloomy, infpiring

* « When the mind’s free,
Th” body’s delicate.”
Vidx King Liar,

emo-
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memotions that fterility had never produced,
fires of this kind are occafioned by the
wind fuddenly riling when the farmers are
burning roots of trees, ftalks of beans, See,
with which they manure the ground. The
devaftation mull, indeed, be terrible, when
this, literally fpeaking, wild fire, runs along
the foreft, flying from top to top, and
crackling amongll the branches. The foil,
as well as the trees, is fwept away by the
deftruftive torrent; and the country, de-
fpoiled of beauty and riches, is left to
mourn for ages.

Admiring, as | do, thefe noble forefts,
which feem to bid defiance to time, | looked
with pain on the ridge of rocks that ftretched
far beyond my eye, formerly crowned with
the moft beautiful verdure,

| have often mentioned the grandeur,
but | feel myfelf unequal to the talk of
conveying an idea of the beauty and ele-
gance of the fcene when the fpiral tops of
the pines are loaded with ripening feed, and
the fun gives a glow to.their light green tinge,
which is changing into purple, one tree more
or lefs advanced, contrafting with another.
Yho profulion with which nature has decked

them;
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them, with pendant honours, prevents all
furprife at feeing, in every crevice, fome
fapling ftruggling for exiftence. Vaft mafles
of ftone are thus encircled ; and roots, torn
tip by the ftorms, become a fhelter for a
young generation. The pine and fir woods,
left entirely to nature, difplay an endlefs va-
riety ; and the paths in the wood are not
entangled with fallen leaves, which are only
interefting whilll they are fluttering between
life and death. The grey cobweb-like ap-
pearance of the aged pines is a much finer
image of decay ; the fibres whitening as they
lofe their moifture, imprifoned life feems to
be ftealing away. | cannot tell why—but
death, under every form, appears to me like
fomething getting free—to expand in | know
not what element; nay | feel that this con-
fcious being mull be as unfettered, have the

wings of thought, before it can be happy.
Reaching the cafcade, or rather cataradt,
the roaring of which had a long time an-
nounced its vicinity, my foul was hurried by
the falls into a new train of refleftions. Tha
impetuous dafhing of the rebounding torrent
from the dark cavities which mocked the
exploring eye, produced an equal a&xvity in
my
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tny mind : my thoughts darted from earth
to heaven, and | alked myfelf why | was
chained to life and its mifery ? Still the tu-
multuous emotions this fublime object ex-
cited, were pleafurable; and, viewing it, my
foul role, with renewed dignity, above its
cares—grafping at immortality—it feemed as
impoffible to flop the current of my thoughts*
as of the always varying, ftill the fame, tor*
rent before me—1 ftretched out my hand to
eternity, bounding over the dark fpeck of
life to come.

We turned with regret from the cafcade.
On a little hill, which commands the Dbeft
view of it, feveral obelifks are ereded to
commemorate the vifits of different Kkings.
The appearance of the river above and below
the falls is very pidurefque, the ruggednefs
of the fcenery difappearing as the torrent fub-
fides into a peaceful ftream. But | did not
like to fee a number of faw-mills crowded
together clofe to the catarads ; they deftroyed
the harmony of the profped.

The fight of a bridge ereded acrofs a deep
valley, at a little diftance, infpired very dif-
fimilar fenfations. It was. moft ingenioufly
fupported by njaft-like trunks, juft ftript of

their
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their branches ; and logs, placed one acrofs the
other, produced an appearance equally light
and firm, feeming almoft to be built in the
air when we were below it; the height taking
from the magnitude of the fupporting trees
give them a flender, graceful look.

There are two noble eftates in this neigh-
bourhood, the proprietors of which feem to
have caught more than their portion of the
enterprifmg fpirit that is gone abroad. Many
agricultural experiments have been made;
and the country appears better enclofed and
cultivated ; yet the cottages had not the com-
fortable afpect of thofe | had obferved
near Mofs, and to the weftward. Man is
always debafed by fervitude, of any defcrip-
tion ; and here the peafantry are not entirely
free.

Adieu !

I almoft forgot to tell you, that I did not
leave Norway without making fome inquiries
after the monfters faid to have been feen in
the northern fea; but though | converfed
With feveral captains, | could not meet with
one who had ever heard any traditional

defcrip-
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(lefcriptlon of them, much lefs had any ocu-

lar demonftration of their exiftence. Till the
fatt be better afcertained, | fliould think the
account of them ought to be torn out of our
Geographical Grammars,

N LETTER
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LETTER xvi.

I set cut from Fredericftadt about three
o’clock in the afternoon, and expe&ed to
reach Stromftad before the night clofed in ;
but the wind dying away, the weather be-
came fo calm, that we fcarcely made any
perceptible advances towards the oppofite
coaft, though the men were fatigued with
lowing.

Getting amongft the rocks and iflands as
the moon rofe, and the ftars darted forward
out of the clear expanfe, | forgot that the
night ftole on, whilft indulging affectionate
reveries, the poetical ftdtions of fenfibility ;
I was not, therefore, aware of the length of
time we had been toiling to reach Stromftad.
And when | began to look around, | did not
perceive any thing to indicate that we were
in its neighbourhood. So far from it, that
when | inquired of the pilot, who fpoke a
little englifth, 1 found that he was only ac-
_cuftomed to coaft along the norwegian fhore;
and had been, only once, acrofs to Strom-
ftad. But he had brought with him a fellow

better
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better acquainted, he allured me, with the
rocks by which they were to fteer our courfe ;
for we had not a cornpafs on board ; yet, as
he was half a fool, | had little confidence in
his fkill.  There was then great reafon to fear
that we had loft our way, and were ftray-
ing amidft a labyrinth of rocks, without a
clue.

This was fomething like an adventure;
but not of the moft agreeable caft; befides, |
was impatient to arrive at Stromftad, to be
able to fend forward, that night, a boy to
order horfes on the road to be ready; for
I was unwilling to remain there a day, with-
out having any thing to detain me from my
little girl; and from the letters which | was
impatient to get from you.

| began to expoftulate, and even to fcold
the pilot, for not having informed me of his
ignorance, previous to my departure. This
made him row with more force; and we
turned round one rock only to fee another,
equally deftitute of the tokens we were in
fearch of to tell us where we were. Enter-
ing alfo into creek after creek, which promis-
ed to be the entrance of the bay we were

N 2 feeking;
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feeking, we advanced merely to find our-
felves running aground.

The folitarinefs of the Icene, as we glided
under the dark fhadows of the rocks, pleafed
me for a while; but the fear of paffing the
whole night thus wandering to and fro, and
loling the next day, roufed me. | begged
the pilot to return to one of the largeft
iflands, at the fide of which we had feen a
boat moored. As we drew nearer, a light,
through a window on the fummit, became
our beacon; but we were farther off than |
fuppofed.

W ith fome difficulty the pilot got on fhore,
not diftinguifhing the landing place ; and I
remained in the boat, knowing that all the
relief we could expedt, was a man to direft
us. After waiting fome time, for there is
an infenfibility in the very movements of
thefe people *, that would weary more than
ordinary patience, he brought with him a
man, who, aflifting them to row, we landed
at Stromftad a little after one in the morn-
ing.

It was too late to fend off a boy ; but I did

It is very poflible that he ftaid to fmoke a pipe, though.
| was waiting in the cold.

not
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not go to bed before | had made the arrange-
ments neceflary to enable me to fet out as
early as poflible.

The fun rofe with fplendor. My mind
was too active to allow me to loiter long in
bed, though the horfes did not arrive till
between feven and eight. However, as |
wifhed to let the boy, who went forward to
order the horfes, get confiderably the ftart
of me, | bridled-in my impatience.

This precaution was unavailing, for after
the three firft pofts, | had to wait two hours,
whilft the people at the poft-houfe went, fair
and foftly, to the farm, to bid them bring up
the horfes, which were carrying in the firft-
fruits of the harveft. | difcovered here that
thefe fiuggiih peafants had their fhare of cun-
ning. Though they had made me pay for a
horfe, the boy had gone on foot, and only
arrived half an hour before me. This dif-
concerted the whole arrangement of the day;
and being detained again three hours, I reluc-
tantly determined to fleep at Quiftram, two
pofts fhort of Uddervalla, where | had
hoped to have arrived that night.

But, when | reached Quiftram, | found I
could not approach the door of the inn, for

N 3 men,
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men, horfes, and carts, cows, and pigs hud-
dled together. From the concourfe of people,
I had met on the road, | conjectured that
there was a fair in the neighbourhood, this
crowd convinced me that it was but too true.
The boifterous merriment that almoft every
inftant produced a quarrel or made me dread
one, with the clouds of tobacco, and fumes
of brandy, gave an infernal appearance to the
fcene. There was every thing to drive me
back, nothing to excite fympathy in a rude
tumult of the fenfes, which I forefaw would
end in a grofs debauch. What was to be
done ? No bed was to be had, or even a quiet
corner to retire to for a moment-—all was
loft in noife, riot, and confufion.

After fome debating they promifed me
horfes, which were to go on to Uddervalia,
two ftages. | requefted Something to eat
firft, not having dined ; and the hoftefs, whom
| have mentioned to you before, as knowing
how to take care of herfelf, brought me a plate
of fifh, for which {he charged a rix dollar
and a half. This was making hay whilft the
fun {hone. | was glad to get out of the up-
roar, though not difpofed to travel in an in-
commodious open carriage all night, had |

thought
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thought that there was any chance of get-
ting horfes.

Quitting Quiftram, | met a number of
joyous groups, and though the evening was
frefh, many were ftretched on the grafs like
weary cattle ; and drunken men had fallen

by the road fide. On a rock, under the
fhade of lofty trees, a large party of men

and women had lighted a fire, cutting down
fuel around to keep It aiive all night. They
were drinking, fmoking, and laughing, with
all their might and main. | felt for the trees
whofe torn branches ftrewed the ground.-*-—
Haplefs nymphs ! thy haunts | fear were pol-
luted by many an unhallowed flame; the
cafual burft of the moment!

The horfes went on very well; but when
we drew near the poft-houfe, the poftilion
ftopt fliort, and neither threats, nor promifes,
could prevail on him to go forward. He
even began to howl and weep, when I infill-
ed on his keeping his word. Nothing, indeed,
can equal the ftupid obfiinacy of fome of thefe
half alive beings, who feem to have been made
by Prometheus, when the fire he ftole from
Heaven was fo exhaufted, that he could only

N 4 fparq
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fpare a fpark to give life, not animation, ta
the inert clay.

It was fome time before we could roufe
any body; and, as | expected, horfes we
were told could not be had in lefs than four
or five hours. | again attempted to bribe the
churlifh brute, who brought us there; but |
difcovered, that in fpite of the courteous
hoftefs’s promife, he had received orders not
to go any farther.

As there was no remedyl entered, and
was almoft driven back by the ftench—a
fofter phrafe would not have conveyed an
idea of the hot vapour that ifllied from an
apartment, in which fome eight or ten people
were fleeping, not to reckon the cats and
dogs ftretched on the floor. Two or three
of the men or women were lying on the
benches, others on old chefts ; and one figure
ftarted half out of a trunk to look at me,
whom | might have taken for a ghoft, had
the che?nife been white, to contrail with the
fallow vifage. But the coftume of apparitions
not being preferved | paifed, nothing dread-
ing, excepting the effluvia, Warily amongft
the pots, pans, milk-pails, and waihing-tubs,

After
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After foaling a ruinous ftaircafe, |1 was {hewn
a bed-chamber. The bed did not invite me
to enter; opening, therefore, the window,
and taking fome clean towels out of my
night-fack, | fpread them over the coverlid,
on which tired nature found repole, in fpite

of the previous difguft.
With the grey of the morn the birds

awoke me ; and defcending to enquire for the
horfes, | haftened through the apartment, |
have already defcribed, not wifiling to affo-
ciate the idea of a pigftye with that of a
human dwelling.

I do not now wonder that the girls lofe
their fine complexions at fueh an early age,
or that love here is merely an appetite, to
fulfil the main defign of nature, never enli-
vened by either affection or fentiment.

For a few pofts we found the horfes wait-
ing ; but afterwards | was retarded, as before,
by the peafants, who, taking advantage of
my ignorance of the language, made me pay
for the fourth horfe, that ought to have gone
forward to have the others in readinefs, though
it had never been lent. | was particularly im-
patient at the laft poll, as | longed to afllire
jnyfelf that my child was well.

My
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My impatience, however, did not prevent
my enjoying the journey. | had fix weeks
before pafTed over the fame ground, ftill it
had fufticient novelty to attract my attention,
and beguile, if not banifh, the forrow that
had taken up its abode in my heart. How
interefting are the varied beauties of nature ;
,and what peculiar charms characterize each
feafon ! The purple hue which the heath now
afiumed, gave it a degree of richnefs, that al-
moft exceeded the luftre of the young green of
fpring—and harmonized exquifitely with the
rays of the ripening corn. The weather was
uninterruptedly fine, and the people bufy
in the fields cutting down the corn, or bind-
ing up the fheaves, continually varied the
profpe£t. The rocks, it is true, were un-
ufually rugged and dreary, yet as the road
runs for a considerable way by the fide of a
fine river, with extended paftures on the
other fide, the image of fterility was not the
predominant object, though the cottages
looked ftill more miferable, after having feen
the norwegian farms. The trees, likewife,
appeared of the growth of yefterday, com-
pared with thofe Neftors of the foreft | have
frequently mentioned. ~ The women and

children
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children were cutting off branches from the
beech, birch, oak, &C, and leaving them to
dry----This way of helping out their fodder,
injures the trees. But the winters are fo
long, that the poor cannot afford to lay in a
fufficient frock of hay. By fuch means they
juft keep life in the poor cows, for little milk
can be expedted when they are fo mil'erably
fed.

It was faturday, and the evening was un-
commonly ferene. In the villages | everywhere
faw preparations for funday ; and | palled by a
little car loaded with rye, that prefented, for
the pencil and heart, the fweeteft pidture of
a harveft home | had ever beheld. A little
girl was mounted a ftraddle on a fhaggy
horfe, brandilhing a ftick over its head ; the
father was walking at the fide of the car
with a child in his arms, who muft have
come to meet him with tottering fteps, the
little creature was ftretching out its arms to
cling round his neck ; and a boy, juft above
petticoats, was labouring hard, with a fork,
behind, to keep'the fheaves from falling.

My eyes followed them to the cottage,
and an involuntary figh whifpered to my
heart, that | envied the mother, m\ich as |

difiike
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difilke cooking, who was preparing their
pottage. | was returning to my babe, who
may never experience a father’s care or teu-
dernefs. The bofom that nurtured her,
heaved with a pang at the thought which
only an unhappy mother could feel.

Adieu !

LETTER
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LETTER XVII.

I WAs unwilling to leave Gothenburg,
without vifiting Trolhaettse. | wiihed not
only to fee the cafcade, but to obferve the
progrefs of the ftupendous attempt to form a
canal through the rocks, to the extent of an
englifh mile and a half.

This work is carried on by a company
who employ daily nine hundred men ;
five years was the time mentioned in the
propofals, addrefled to the public, as neceffary
for the completion. A much more confi-
derable fum than the plan requires has been
fubferibed, for which there is every reafon to

fuppofe the promoters will receive ample in-
tereft.

The Danes furvey the progrefs of this
work with ajealous eye, as it is principally
undertaken to get clear ofthe Sound duty.

Arrived at Trolhaettae, | muft own that the
firft view of the cafcade difappointed me :
and the fight of the works, as they advanced,
though a grand proof of human induftry,
was not calculated to warm the fancy. I,
however, wandered about; and at laft coming

to
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to the conflux of the wvarious cataracts,
rufhing from different falls, ftruggling with
the huge maffes of rock, and rebounding from
the profound cavities, | immediately retracted,
acknowledging that it was indeed a grand ob-
ject A little illand flood in the midft, covered
with firs, which, by dividing the torrent,
rendered it more pi&urefque ; one half ap-
pearing to iflue from a dark cavern, that
fancy might eafily imagine a vaft fountain,
throwing up its waters from the very centre
of the earth.

I gazed | know not how long" ftunned
with the noife; and growing giddy with
only looking at the never-ceafing tumultuous
motion, | liftened, fcarcelv confcious where
I was, when | obferved a boy, half obfcured
by the fparkling foam, fithmg under the im-
pending rock on the other fide. How he bad
defcended | could not perceive ; nothing like
human footfteps appeared ; and the horrific
craggs feemed to bid defiance even to the
goat’s activity. It looked like an abode
only fit for the eagle, though in its crevices
fome pines darted up their fpiral. heads ; but
they only grew near the cafcade; every

where elfe fterility itfelf reigned with dreary
2 grandeur;
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grandeur; for the huge grey mafly rocks
mwhich probably had been torn afunder by
fome dreadful convulfion of nature, had not
even their firft covering of a little cleaving
mofs. There were fo many appearances to
excite the idea of chaos, that, inftead of ad-
miring the canal and the works, great as they
are termed, and little as they appear, | could
not help regretting that fuch a noble fcene
had not been left in all its folitary fublimity.
Amidft the awful roaring of the impetuous
torrents, the noife of human inftruments, and
the buftle of workmen, even the blowing up
of the rocks, when grand maiTes trembled in
the darkened air—only refembled the infigni-
ficant fport of children.

One fall of water, partly made by art,
when they were attempting to conftruit
fluices, had an uncommonly grand effefi;
the water precipitated itfelf with iiiimenfe
velocity down a perpendicular, at leaft fifty or
fixty yards, into a gulph, fo concealed by the
foam as to give full play to the fancy : there
was a continual uproar: | flood 0:1 a rock
to obferve it, a kind of bridge formed by
nature, nearly on a level with the com-
mencement of the fall. Alter mufing by it a

long
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long time, | turned towards the other fide,
and faw a gentle ftream ftray calmly out.
I Should have concluded that it had no com-
munication with the torrent, had | not feen a
huge log, that fell headlong down the caf-
cade, fteal peacefully into the purling ftream.

| retired from thefe wild fcenes with regret
to amiferable inn, and next morning returned
to Gothenburg, to prepare for my journey to
Copenhagen.

I was forry to leave Gothenburg, without
travelling further into Sweden ; yet | ima-
gine | Should only have feen a romantic
country thinly inhabited, and thefe inha-
bitants Struggling with poverty. The nor-
wegian peafantry, moftly independent, have
a rough kind of franknefs in their' manner;
but the fwediSh, rendered more abjedt by
mifery, have a degree of poiitenefs in their
addrefs, which, though it may fometimes
border on infmcerity, is oftener the effedt of
a broken fpirit, rather foftened than de-
graded by wretchednefs.

In Norway there are no notes in circula-
tion of lefs value than a fwediSh rixdollar.
A fmall filver coin, commonly not worth
more than a penny, and never more than

2 twopence,
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twopence, ferves for change : but in Sweden
they have notes as low as fixpence. | never
faw any filver pieces there; and could not
without difficulty, and giving a premium,
obtain the value of a rixdollar, in a large
copper coin, to give away on the road to the
poor who open the gates.

As another proof of the poverty of Swe-
den, | ought to mention that foreign mer-
chants, who have acquired a fortune there,
are obliged to depofit the fixth part when
they leave the kingdom. This law, you
may fuppofe, is frequently evaded.

In faft, the laws here, as well as in Nor-
way, are fo relaxed, that they rather favour
than reftrain knavery.

Whilft | was at Gothenburgh, a man who
had been confined for breaking open his
mailer’s delk, and running away with five
or fix thoufand rixdollars, was only fentenced
to forty days confinement on bread and wa-
ter ; and this flight punifhment his rela-
tions rendered nugatory by fupplying him
with more favoury food.

The fwedes are in general attached to their
families; yet a divorce may be obtained by
either party, on proving the infidelity of the

0 otheK,
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other, or acknowledging it themfelves. The
women do not often recur to this equal
privilege j for they either retaliate on their
hufbands, by following their own devices, or
fink into the mereft domeftic drudges, worn
down by tyranny to fervile fubmiiTion. Do
not term me fevere, if | add, that after youth
is flown, the hufband becomes a fot; and the
wife araufes herfelf by fcolding her fervants.
In fait, what is to be expected in any coun-
try where tafte and cultivation of mind do not
fupply the place of youthful beauty and animal
fpirits ? Affection requires a firmer founda-
tion than fympathy ; and few people have a
principle of action fufficiently ftable to pro-
duce rectitude of feeling ; for, in fpite of all
the arguments | have heard to juftify devia-
tions from duty, | am perfuaded that even
the molt fpontaneous fenfations are more un-
der the dire&ion of principle than weak peo-
ple are willing to allow.

But adieu to moralizing. | have been
writing thefe laft fheets at an inn in Elfineur,
where | am waiting for horfesand as they
are not yet ready, | will give you a fhort ac-
count of my journey from Gothenburg; for

| fet
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| fet out the morning after | returned from
/jprolhaetta.

The country, during the firft day’s jour-
ney, prefented a moft barren appearance ; as
rocky, yet not fo pidurefque as Norway,
becaufe on a diminutive fcale. We ftopt to
ileep at atolerable inn in Falckerfberg, a de-
cent little town.

The next day beeches and oaks began to
grace the profpeds, the fea every now and
then appearing to give them dignity. 1 could
not avoid obferving alfo, that even in this
part of Sweden, one of the moft fterile, as |
was informed, there was more ground under
cultivation than in Norway. Plains of varied
crops ftretched out to a confiderable extent,
and floped down to the fhore, no longer ter-
rific. And, as far as | could judge, from
glancing my eye over the country, as we
drove along, agriculture was in a more ad-
vanced ftate; though, in the habitations, a
greater appearance of poverty ftill remained.
The cottages indeed often looked moft un-
comfortable, but never fo miferable as thofe
I had remarked on the road to Stromftadj
and the towns were equal, if not fuperior to
many of the little towns in Wales, or fome |

0 2 have
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have pafied through in my way from Calais
to Paris.

The inns, as we advanced, were not to be
complained of, unlefs | had always thought of
England. The people were civil, and much
more moderate in their demands than the
norwegians, particularly to the weftward,
where they boldly charge for what you never-
had, and feem to confider you, as they do a
wreck, if not as lawful prey, yet as a lucky
chance, which they ought not to negledl to
feize.

The profpect of Elfineur, as we palled the
Sound, was pleafant. | gave three rixdollars
for my boat, including fomething to drink.

I mention the fum, becaule they impole on
ftrangers.

Adieu !till I arrive at Copenhagen,

letter
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LETTER XVIIIL.

COPENHAGEN.

T he diftance from Elfmeur to Copenhagen
is twenty-two miles ; the road is very good,
over a flat country diverfified with wood,
moftly beech, and decent manfions. There
appeared to be a great quantity of corn land.;
and the foil looked much more fertile than it
is in general fo near the fea. The rifing
grounds indeed were very few ; and around
Copenhagen it is a perfect plain, of courfe
has nothing to recommend it, but culti-

vation, not decorations. If | fay that
the houfes did not difguft me, | tell you
ali | remember of them ; for | cannot recol-

lect any pleafurable fenfations they excited j
or that any object, produced by nature or
art, took me out of myfelf. The view of the
city, as we drew near, was rather grand, but
without any ftriking feature to intereft the
imagination, excepting the trees which lhade
the foot-paths,
Juft before | reached Copenhagen, | faw
a mimber of tents on a wide plain, and fup-
O 3 pofed
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pofed that the rage for encampments had
reached this city ; but | foon dilcovered that
they were the afylum of many of the poor
families who had been driven out of their

habitations by the late fire.
Entering foon after, | palled amongft

the duft and rubbifti it had left, affright-
ed by viewing the extent of the deva-
luation ; for at leaft a quarter of the city
had been deftroyed. There was little in the
appearance of fallen bricks and ftacks of
chimneys to allure the imagination into
toothing melancholy reveries; nothing to
attrad the eye of tafte, but much to an'id
the benevolent heart. The depredations of
time have always fomething in them to em-
ploy the fancy, or lead to mufmg on fub-
jeds which, withdrawing the mind from oh-
jeds of fenfe, feem to give it new dignity:
but here | was treading on live afhes. The
fufFerers were ftill under the preffure of the
mlfery occafioned by this dreadful confla-
gration. | could not take refuge in the
thought; theyJu f'ered—but they are no more I
a refiedion | frequently fummon to calm my
mind, when fympathy rifes to anguiih : |
therefore defired the driver to haften to the
hotel recommended to me, that | might

3 avert
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avert my eyes, and fnap the train of think-
ing which had fent me into all the corners of
the city, in fearch of houfelefs heads.

This morning | have been walking round
the town, till | am weary of obferving the
ravages, | had often heard the danes, even
thofe who had feen Paris and London, fpeak
of Copenhagen with rapture. Certainly |
have feen it in a very difadvantageous light,
fome of the beft ftreets having been burnt
and the whole place thrown into confufion.
Still the utmoft that can, or could ever, |
believe, have been faid in its praife, might be
comprifed in a few words. The ftreets are
open, and many of the houfes large ; but I
faw nothing to roufe the idea of elegance or
grandeur, if | except the circus where the
king and prince royal refide.

The palace, which was eonfumed about
two years ago, muft have been a handfome
fpaeious building: the ftone-work is ftill
Handing; and a great number of the poor,
during the late fire, took refuge in its ruins,
till they could find fome other abode. Beds
were thrown on the landing places of thq
grand ftair-cafe, where whole families crept

04 from
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from, the cold, and every little nook is boarded
up as a retreat for fome poor creatures de-
prived of theirhome. At prefent a roof may
be fufficient to fhelter them from the night
air; but as the feafon advances, the extent of
the calamity will be more feverely felt, | fear,
though the exertions on the part of govern-
ment are very conliderable. Private charity has
alfo, no doubt, done much to alleviate the
mifery which obtrudes itfelf at every turn ; ftill
public fpirit appears to me to be hardly alive
here. Had it exifted, the conflagration might
have been fmothered in the beginning, as it
was at laft, by tearing down feveral houfes
before the flames had reached them. To
this the inhabitants would not confent; and
the prince royal not having fufficient energy
of character to know when he ought to be ab-
folute, calmly let them purfue their own courfe,
till the whole city feemed to be threatened
with deftrudtion.  Adhering, with puerile
fcrupulofity, to the law, which he has im-
pofed on himfelf, of aEting exactly right, he
did wrong by idly lamenting, whilfl he
marked the progrefs of a mifchief that one

decided ftep would have flopt. He was af-
terward”
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terwards obliged to refort to violent meafures ;
but then—who could blame him ? And, to
avoid cenfure, what facrifices are not made by
weak minds!

A gentleman, who was a witnefs of the
fcene, affined me, likewife, that if the peo.-
ple of property had taken hah as mucn pains
to extinguifh the fire, as to preferve their va-
luables and furniture, it would foon have
been got under. But they who were not
immediately in danger did not exert thenx-
felves fufficiently, till fear, like an electrical
fliock, roufed all the inhabitants to a fenfe qf
the general evil. Even the fire engines were
put of order, though the burning of the pa-
lace ought to have admonifhed them of the
neceffity of keeping them in conftant re-
pair. But this kind of indolence, refpedling
what does not immediately concern them,
feems to characterize the danes, A fluggifji
concentration in themfelves makes them fp
careful to preferve their property, that they
will not venture on any enterprife to increafe
it, in which there is a fhadow of hazard.

Confidering Copenhagen *tis the “ap“tal of
Denmark and Norway, | was furprifed not
|o fee fo much induftry or taftc as in Chrifti-

anias
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ania. Indeed from every thing | have had an
opportunity of obferving, the danes are the
people who have made the feweft facrifices to
the graces.

The men of bufinefs are domeftic tyrants,
coldly immerfed in their own affairs, and fo ig-
norant of the ftate of other countries, that they
dogmatically affert that Denmark is the hap-
pieft country in the world ; the prince royal
the beft of all poflible princes ; and count
Bernftorff the wifeft of minifters.

As for the women, they are limply
notable houfewives ; without accomplifh-
ments, or any of the charms that adorn
more advanced focial life. This total ignor
ranee may enable them to fave fomething in
their kitchens ; but it is far from rendering
them better parents. Oh the contrary, the
children are fpoilt; as they ufually are,
when left to the care of weak, indulgent
mothers, who having no principle of adtion
to regulate their feelings, become the flaves
of infants, enfeebling both body and mind by
falfe tendernefs.

| am perhaps a little prejudiced, as | write
from the impreffion of the moment; for |
have been tormented to-day by the prefence

of
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of unruly children, and made angry by fome
invedlives thrown out againft the maternal
character of the unfortunate Matilda. She
was cenfured, with the moft cruel infinuation,
for her management of her fon; though,
from what | could gather, fhe gave proofs

of good fenfe, as well as tendernefs. in her
attention to him. She ufed to bathe him

herfelf every morning; infifted on his being
loofely clad; and would not permit his at-
tendants to injure his digeftion, by humour-
ing his appetite. She was equally careful to
prevent his acquiring haughty airs, and play-
ing the tyrant in leading-ftrings. The queen
dowager would not permit her to fuckle him ;
but the next child being a daughter, and not
the heir apparent of the crown, lefs oppo-

{Ition was made to her difcharging the duty of
a mother.

Poor Matilda! thou haft haunted me ever
fmce my arrival; and the view | have had
of the manners of the country, exciting my
fympathy, has increafed my refpeft for thy
memory !

I am now fully convinced that fhe was the
viElim of the party fhe difplaced, who would
have overlooked, or encouraged, her attach-

ment,
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meat, had her lover not, aiming at being
ufeful, attempted to overturn fome efta-
blifhed abufes before, the people, ripe for the
change, had fufficient fpirit to fupport him
when ftruggling in their behalf. Such in-
deed was the afperity fharpened againft her,
that | have heard her, even after fo many
years have elapfcd, charged with licen-
tioufnefs, not only for endeavouring to
render the public amufements more elegant,
but for her very charities, becaufe fhe ereded
amongft other inftitutions, an hofpital to re-
ceive foundlings. Difgufted with many cul-
toms which pafs for virtues, though they are
nothing more than obfervanoes of forms, often
at the expence of truth, fhe probably ran
into an error common to innovators, in wifh-
jng to do immediately what can only be done
by time.

Many very cogent reafons have been
urged by her friends to prove, that her af-
fection for Struenl'ee was never carried to the
iength alledged againft her, by thole who
feared her influence. Be that as it may, fhe
certainly was not a woman of gallantry; and
if fhg had an attachment for him, it did not
difgrace her heart or underftand:ng? the king

£ ~einS
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Wing a notorious debauchee, and an idiot Into
the bargain. As the king’s conduct had al-
ways been direded by fome favourite, they
alfo endeavoured to govern him, from a prin-
ciple of felf-prefervation, as well as a laudable
ambition ; but, not aware of the prejudices
they had to encounter, the fyftem they
adopted dilplayed more benevolence of heart
than foundnefs of judgement. As to the
charge, ftill believed, of their giving the
king drugs to injure his faculties, it is too
abfurd to be refuted. Their oppreflors had
better have accufed them of dabbling in the
black art; for the potent fpell ftill keeps his
wits in bondage.

I cannot defcribe to you the effed it had
on me to fee this puppet of a monarch
moved by the fixings which count Bernftorft*
holds faft; fit, with vacant eye, erect, re-

ceiving the homage of courtiers, who mock
him with a fliew of refped. He is, in fid,
merely a machine of ftate, to fubferibe the
name of aking to the ads of the government,
which, to avoid danger, have no value, un-
lefs counterfigned by the prince royal j for
he is allowed to be abfolutely an idiot, ex-
cepting that now and then an obfervation,

or
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or trick, efcapes him, which looks more like
madnefs than imbecility.

What a farce is life ! This effigy of ma-
jefty is allowed to burn down to the focket,
whilit the haplefs Matilda was hurried into
an untimely grave.

“ As flies to wanton boys, are we to the gods 5
“ They Kill us for tbeir /port.”

Adieu |

letter
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letter XIX.

B usiness having obliged me to go a few
miles out of town this morning, | was fur-*
prifed at meeting a crowd of people of every'
defcription ; and inquiring the caufe, ofa fer-
vant who fpoke french, I was informed that
a man had been executed two hours before,
and the body afterwards burnt. | could not
help looking with horror around----the fields
loft their verdure—and | turned with difguft
from the well-dreffed women, who were re-
turning with their children from this fight.
What a fpe&acle for humanity! The feeing
fuch a flock of idle gazers, plunged me into

a train of reflections, on the pernicious effects
produced by falfe notions of juftice. And

I am perfuaded that till capital punifhments
be entirely aboliftied, executions ought to
have every appearance of licrrour given to
them; inftead of being, as they are now, a
fcene of amufement for the gaping crowd,
where fympathy is quickly effaced by curi-

Ofity.
I have always, been of opinion that the
allowing



( 20S )

allowing adors to die, in the prefence of thd
audience, has an immoral tendency; but
trifling when compared with the ferocity ac-
quired by viewing the reality as a fhow ; for
it feems to me, that in all countries the com-
mon people go to executions to fee how the
poor wretch plays his part, rather than to
commiferate his fate, much lefs to think of
the breach of morality which has brought
him to fuch a deplorable end. Confequently
executions, far from being ufeful examples to
the furvivors, have, | am perfuaded, a quite
contrary effed, by hardening the heart they
ought to terrify. Befides, the fear of an
ignominious death, | believe, never deterred
any one from the commiffion of a crime ;
becaufe, in committing it, the mind is roufed
to adivity about prefent circumftances. It
is a game at hazard, at which all exped
the turn of the die in their own favour;
never refieding on the chance of ruin, till it
comes. In fad, from what | law, in the
fortrefies of Norway, | am more and more
convinced that the fame energy of charader,
which renders a man a daring villain, would
have rendered him ufeful to lociety, had that
fociety been well organized. When a ftrong

mind
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mind is not difciplined by cultivation, it is a
fenfe of injuftice that renders it unjuft.

Executions, however, occur very rarely at
Copenhagen; for timidity, rather than cle-
mency, palfies all the operations of the pre-
fent government. The malefa&or, who
died this morning, would not, probably, have
been punilhed with death at any other pe-
riod ; but an incendiary excites univerfal
execration ; and as the greater part of the in-
habitants are ftill diftrefled by the late con-
flagration, an example was thought abfo-
lutely neceflary ; though, from what | can
gather, the fire was accidental.

Not, but that | have very ferioufiy been
informed, that combuftible materials were
placed at proper diftances, by the emiffaries
of Mr. Pitt; and, to corroborate the faft,
many people infift, that the flames burft out
at once in different parts of the city; not
allowing the wind to have any hand in it
So much for the plot. But the fabricators of
plots in all countries build their conjectures
on the “ bafelefs fabric of a vifionand, it
feems even a fort of poetical juftice, that whilft
this miniftey is crufhing at home, plots of
his own conjuring up, that on the continent,

P and
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and in the north, he fhould, with as little
foundation, be accufed of wilhing to fet the
world on fire.

| forgot to mention, to you, that | was
informed, by a man of veracity, that two
perfons came to the flake to drink a glafs of
the criminal’s blood, as an infallible remedy
for the apoplexy. And when | animadverted
in the company, where it was mentioned, on
fuch a horrible violation of nature, a danifh
lady reproved me very feverely, afking how
I knew that it was not a cure for the diieafe ?
adding, that every attempt was juftifiable in
fearch of health. | did not, you may ima-
gine, enter into an argument with a perfon
the flave of fuch a grots prejudice. And |
allude to it not only as a trait of the igno-
rance of the people, but to cenl'ure the go-
vernment, for not preventing fcenes that
throw an odium on the human race.

Empiricifm is not peculiar to Denmark;
and | know no way of rooting it out, though
it be a remnant of exploded witchcraft, till
the acquiring a general knowledge of the
component parts of the human frame, be-
come a part of public education.

Since the fire, the inhabitants have been

2- very
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very ailiduoufly employed in fcarching for
property fecreted during the confuhon; and
it is aftonifhing how many people, formerly
termed reputable, had availed themfelves of
the common calamity to purloin what the
flames fpared. Others, expert at making a
diftinftion without a difference, concealed
what they found, not troubling themfelves to
enquire for the owners, though they fcrupled
to fearch for plunder any where, but amongll
the ruins.

To be honefter than the laws require, is
by moft people thought a work of fuperero”
gation; and to flip through the grate of the
law, has ever exercifed the abilities of adven-
turers, who with to get rich the fhorteft way.
Knavery, without perfonal danger, is an art,
brought to great perfection by the ftatefinan
and fwindler; and meaner knaves are not
tardy in following their footfteps.

It moves my gall to difcover fome of the
commercial frauds practifed during the pre-
fent war. In ihort, under whatever point of
view | confider fociety, it appears, to me,
that an adoration of property is the root of
all evil. Here it does not render the people
enterprifing, as in America, but thrifty and

P2 cautious,
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cautious. | never, therefore, was in a capi-
tal where there was fo little appearance of
active induftry ; and as for gaiety, | looked
in vain for the fprightlv gait of the norwe-
gians, who in every refpcdt appear to me to
have got the ftart of them. This difference
| attribute to their having more liberty: a
liberty which they think their right by inhe-
ritance, whilft the danes, when they boaft of
their negative happinefs, always mention it
as the boon of the prince royal, under the
fuperintending wifdom of count Bernftorff.
Vaffallage is neverthelefs ceafing throughout
the kingdom, and with it will pafs away that
fordid avarice which every modification of
flavery is calculated to produce.

If the chief ufe of property be power, in
the lhape of the refped it procures, is it not
among the inconfiftencies of human nature
moft incomprehenfible, that men fhould find
a pleafure in hoarding up property which
they fteal from their neceffities, even when
they are convinced that it would be dange-
rous to difplay fuch an enviable fuperiority |
Is not this the fituation of ferfs in every

country ; yet a rapacity to accumulate money
feeras-
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feems to become ftronger in proportion as it
is allowed to be ufelefs.

Wealth does not appear to be fought for,
amongft the danes, to obtain the elegant
luxuries of life; for a want of' tafte is very
confpicuous at Copenhagen; fo much fo,
that I am not furprifed to hear that poor
Matilda offended the rigid lutherans, by
aiming to refine their pleafures. The ele-
gance which fhe wilhed to introduce, was
termed lafcivioufnefs : yet | do not find that
the abfence of gallantry renders the wives
more chafte, or the hufbands more conftant.
Love here feems to corrupt the morals, with-
out polilhing the manners, by banifhing con-
fidence and truth, the charm as well as ce-
ment of domeftic life. A gentleman, who has
reiided in this city fome time, afiures me
that he could not find language to give me
an idea of the grofs debaucheries into which,
the lower order of people fall; and the pro-
mifcuous amours of the men of the mid-
dling clafs with their female fervants, debaits
both beyond meafure, weakening every fpe-
cies of family affe&ion.

| have every where been ftruck by one

P 3 cha-
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chara&eriftic difference in the conduct of the
two fexes ; women, in general, are feduced
by their fuperiors, and men jilted by their
inferiors; rank and manners awe the one,
and cunning and wantonnefs fubjugate the
other; ambition creeping into the woman’s
p iffion, and tyranny giving force to the
man’s ; for moft men treat their miftrefTes as
kings do their favourites: ergo is not man
then the tyrant of the creation ?

Still harping on, the fame fubjedt, you
will exclaim—How can | avoid it, when moft
of the ftruggles of an eventful life have been
occafioned by the opprefled ftate of my feK:
we reafon deeply, when we forcibly feel.

But to return to the ftraight road of ob-
fervation. The fenfuality fo prevalent appears
to me to arife rather from indolence of mind,
and dull fenfes, than from an exuberance of
life, which often frudtifies the whole cha-
racter when the vivacity of youthful fpirits
begins to fubfide into ftrength of mind.

| have before mentioned that the men are
domeftic tyrants, confidering them as fathers,
brothers, or hufbands; but there is a kind of
interregnum between the reign of the father

and
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and hufband, which is the only period of
freedom and pleafure that the women enjoy.
Young people, who are attached to each
other, with the confent of their friends, ex-
change rings, and are permitted to enjoy a
degree of liberty together, which | have ne-
ver noticed in any other country. The days
of courtfhip are therefore prolonged, till it be
perfectly convenient to marry: the intimacy
often’ becomes very tender: and if the lover
obtain the privilege of a hufband, it can
only be termed half by Health, becaufe the
family is wilfully blind. It happens very
rarely that thefe honorary engagements are
diffolved or difregarded, a ftigma being at-
tached to a breach of faith, which is thought
more difgraceful, if not fo criminal, as the
violation of the marriage vow.

Do not forget that, in my general obferva-
tions, I do not pretend to fketch a national
character; but merely to note the prefent
ftate of morals and manners, as | trace the
progrefs of the world’s improvement. Be-
caufe, during my refidence in different coun-
tries, my principal objedt has been to take
fuch a difpaflionate view of men as will lead

P 4 me
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me to form ajuft idea of the nature 6f man.
And, to deal ingenuoully with you, I believe
I fhould have been lefs fevere in the re-
marks | have made on the vanity and de-
pravity of the french, * had | travelled to-
wards the north before I vifited France.

The interefting pi&ure frequently drawn
of the virtues of a rifing people has, | fear,
been fallacious, excepting the accounts of
the enthufiafm which various public ftrug-
gles have produced. We talk of the depra-
vity of the french, and lay a ftrefs on the old
age of the nation; yet where has more
virtuous enthufiafm been difplayed than
during the two laft years, by the common
people of France and in their armies? |
am obliged fometimes to recolledt the num-
berlefs inftances'which | have either wit-
neiTed, or heard well authenticated, to ba-
lance the account of horrours, alas! but
too true. | am, therefore, inclined to be-
lieve that the grofs vices which | have al-
ways feen allied with fimplicity of manners®
are the concomitants of ignorance..

*  See Historical and Moral View of the French Revo-

lution.
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What, for example, has piety, under the
heathen or chriftian fyftem, been, but a
blind faith in things contrary to the princi-
ples of reafon ? And could poor reafon make
confiderable advances, when it was reckoned
the higheft degree of virtue to do violence to
it’s dictates ? Lutherans preaching reforma-
tion, have built a reputation for fan&ity on
the fame foundation as the catholics; yet |
do not perceive that a regular attendance on
public worfhip, and their other obfervances,
make them a whit more true in their affec-
tions, or honeft in their private tranfa&ions.
It feems, indeed, quite as eafy to preva-
ricate with religious injunctions as human
laws, when the exercife of their reafon does
not lead people to acquire principles for

themfelves to be the criterion of all thofe
they receive from others.

If travelling, as the completion of a liberal
education, were to be adopted on rational
grounds, the northern ftates ought to be
\rifited before the more polifhed parts of
Europe, to ferve as the elements even of the
knowledge of manners, only to be acquired
by tracing the various fhades in different
countries. But, when viftfing diftant climes,

a momen-
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a momentary focial fympathy fhould not be
allowed to influence the conclufions of the
underftanding ; for hofpitality too frequently
leads travellers, efpecially thofe who travel
in fearch of pleafure, to make a falfe efti-
mate of the virtues of a nation; which, I
am now convinced, bear an exaft propor-
tion to their fcientific improvements.

Adieu.

LETTER
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letter XX

I HAVE formerly cenfured the french for
their extreme attachment to theatrical exhi-
bitions, becaufe | thought that they tended
to render them vain and unnatural charac-
ters. Byt | muft acknowledge, efpecially as
women of the town never appear in the
parifian, as at our theatres, that the little
faving of the week is more uiefuily expended
there, every funday, than in porter or
brandy, to intoxicate or ftupify the mind.
The common people of France have a great
fuperiority over that clafs in every other coun-
try on this very fcore. It is merely the fobriety
of the parifians which renders their fetes more
interesting, their gaiety never becoming dif-
gufting or dangerous ; as is always the cafe
when liquor circulates. Intoxication is the
pleafure of favages, and of all thofe whofe
employments rather exhauft their animal fpi-
rits, than exercife iheir faculties. Is not this,
in faft, the vice, both in England and the
northern ftates of Europe, which appears to
be the greateft impediment to general im-
provement ? Drinking is here the principal

jrelaxa-
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relaxation of the men, including fmoking;
but the women are very abftemious, though
they have no public amufements as a fubfti-
tute. | ought to except one theatre, which
appears more than is neceffary ; for when |
was there, it was not half full ; and neither
the ladies nor a'&reffes difplayed much fancy
in their drefs.

The play was founded on the ftory of the
Mock Dodtor ; and, from the geftures of the
fervants, who were the beft adtors, | fhould
imagine contained fome humour. The farce,
termed ballat, was a kind of pantomime, the
childifh incidents of which were fufficient to
fhew the ftate of the dramatic art in Den-
mark, and the grofs tafte of the audience. A
magician, in the difguife of a tinker, enters a
cottage where the women are all bufy iron-
ing, and rubs a dirty frying-pan againft the
linen. The women raife an hue-and-cry,
and dance after him, roufing their hufbands,
who join in the dance, but get the ftart of
of them in the purfuit. The tinker, with
the frying-pan for a fhield, renders them im-
moveable, and blacks their cheeks. Each
laughs at the other, unconfcious of his own
appearance ; mean while the women enter to

enjoy
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enjoy the fport, * the rare funj with other
incidents of the fame fpecies.

The fmging was much on a par with the
dancing; the one as deftitute of grace, as
the other of expreffion ; but the orcheftra
was well filled, the inftrumental being far
fuperior to the vocal mufic.

I have likewife vifited the public library
and mufeum, as well as the palace of Ro-
fembourg. This palace, now deferted, dis-
plays a gloomy kind of grandeur throughout;
for the filence of fpacious apartments always
makes itfelf to be felt; | at leaft feel it; and |
liften for the found of my footfteps, as | have
done at midnight to the ticking of the death-
watch, encouraging akind of fanciful fuper-
ftition. Every object carried me back to
paft times, and imprefled the manners of the
age forcibly on my mind. In this point of
view the prefervation of old palaces, and their
tarniflied furniture, is ufeful; for they may
be confidered as hiftorical documents.

The vacuum left by departed grcatnefs was
every where obfervable, whilft the battles and
proceffions, pourtrayed on the walls, told
you who had here excited revelry after re-
tiring from flaughter; or diiinified pageantry

in



in fearch of pleafure. It feemed a vaft tomb,
full of the fhadowy phantoms of thofe who had
played or toiled their hour out, and funk, be-
hind the tapeftry, which celebrated the con-
quefts of love or war. Could they be no
more—to whom ray imagination thus gave
life I Could the thoughts, of which there
remained fo many veftiges, have vanilhed
quite away ? And thefe beings, compofed of
fuch noble materials of thinking and feeling,
have they only melted into the elements to
keep in motion the grand mafs of life ? It
cannot be —As eafily could | believe that
the large fdver lions, at the top of the ban-
queting room, thought and realoned. But
avaunt ! ye waking dreams '—yet | cannot
defcribe the curiofities to you.

There were cabinets full of baubles, and
gems, and fwords, which muft have been
wielded by giant’s hand. The coronation
ornaments wait quietly here till wanted;
and the wardrobe exhibits the veftments
which formerly graced thefe fhews. Itis a
pity they do not lend them to the aftors,
inftead of allowing them to perifh inglo-
rioufly.

1 have not vifited any other palace, except-
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ing Hirdiohn ; the gardens of which are laid
out with tafte, and command the fineft views
the country affords. As they are in the
modem and englifh ftyle, 1 thought | was
following the footfteps of Matilda, who
w'ifhed to multiply around her the images of
her beloved country. | was alfo gratified by
the fight of a norwegian landfcape in minia-
ture, which with great propriety makes a
part of the danifh king’s garden. The cot-
tage-is well imitated, and the whole has a
pleafing effect, particularly fo to me who
love Norway—it’s peaceful farms and fpacious
wilds.

The public library confifts of a collection
much larger than | expedled to fee; and it is
well arranged. Of the value of the Icelandic
manufcripts | could not form a judgment,
though the alphabet of fome of them amufed
me, by fhewing what immenfe labour men
will fubmit to, in order to tranfmit their
ideas to pofterity. | have fometimes thought
it a great misfortune for individuals to ac-
quire a certain delicacy of fentiment, which
often makes them weary of the common
occurrences of life ; yet it is this very deli-
cacy of feeling and thinking which probably

has
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Tias produced moft of the performances that
have benefited mankind. It might with pro-
priety, perhaps, be termed the malady of
genius; the caufe of that chafa<fteriftic me-
lancholy which * grows with its growth, and
flrengthens with its ftrength.’

There are fome good pictures in the royal
mufeum—Do not ftart—1 am not going to
trouble you with a dull catalogue, or ftupid
criticifms on mafters, to whom time has af-
figned theirjuft niche in the temple of fame ;
had there been any by living artifts of this
country, | ihould have noticed them, as
making apart of the fketches | am drawing of
the prefent ftate of the place. The good
pidlures were mixed indifcriminately with
the bad ones, in order to affort the frames.
The fame fault is confpicuous in the new
Iplendid gallery forming at Paris ; though it
feems an obvious thought that a fchool for
artifts ought to be arranged in fuch a man-
ner, as to fliew the progreffive difcoveries
and improvements in the ait.

A colle&ion of the dreffes, arms, and im-
plements of the laplanders attracted my at-
tention, difplaying that firft fpecies of inge-
nuity which is rather a proof of patient per-

q feverance.
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feverance, than comprehenfion of mind. The
fpecimens of natural hiftory, and curiofities
of art, were likewife huddled together with-
out that fcientific order which alone renders
them ufeful; but this may partly have been
occafioned by the hafty manner in which

they were removed from the palace, when
in flames.

There are fome refpeftabie men of fcience
here, but few literary chara&ers, and fewer
artifts. They want encouragement, and will
continue, | fear, from the prefent appearance
of things, to languifh unnoticed a long time j
for neither the vanity of wealth, nor the en-
terprifing fpirit of commerce, has yet thrown
a glance that way.

Befides, the prince royal, determined to
be oeconomical, almoft defcends to parfi-
mony ; and perhaps deprelfes his fubjedis, by
labouring not to opprefs them ; for his in-
tentions always feem to be good—yet nothing
can give a more forcible idea of the dullnefs
which eats away all activity of mind, than the
infipid routine of a court, without magnifi-
cence or elegance.

The prince, from what | can now colied,
has very moderate abilities ; yet is fo well

difpofed,
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difpofed, tliat count RernJlorff finds him as
tradable as he could wifh; for | confider
the count as the real fovereign, fcarcely be-
hind the curtain ; the prince having none
of that obftinate felf-fufficiency of youth, fo
often the fore-runner of decilion of character.
He, and the princefs his wife, dine every day
with the king, to fave the expence of two
tables. What a mummery it muft be to
treat as a king a being who has left the
majefty of man ! But even count Bernftorff’s
morality fubmits to this ftanding impofition;
and he avails himfelf of it fometimes, to foften
a refufal of his own, by faying it is the will
of the king, my mafter, when every body
knows that he has neither will nor me-
mory. Much the fame ufe is made of
him as, | have obferved, fome termagant
wives make of their hufbands; they would
dwell on the neceflity of obeying their huf-
bands, poor paffive fouls, who never were
allowed to will, when they wanted to conceal
their own tyranny.

A ftory is told here of the king’s for-
merly making a dog counlellor of ftate, be-
caufe when the dog, accuftomed to eat at the

royal table, (hatched a piece of meat off an
old
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old officer’s plate, he reproved him jocofely,
faying that he, monjieur le chieny had not the
privilege of dining with hismajefty; a privi-
lege annexed to this diftindion.

The burning of the palace was, in fad, a
fortunate circumftance, as it afforded a pre-

text for reducing the eftablifhment of the
houlhold, which was far too great for the

revenue of the crown. The Prince Royal, at
prefent, runs into the oppofite extreme; and the
formality, if not the parfimony, of the court*
feems to extend to all the other branches of
fociety, which | had an opportunity of ob-
ferving; though hofpitality ftill charaderixes
their intercourfe with ftrangers.

But let me now ftop; | may be a little
partial, and view every thing with the jaun-
diced eye of melancholy—for | am fad—and
have caufe.

God blefs you!

Q™2 LETTER
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letter XXi.

f have feen count Bernftorff; and his corr”
verfation confirms me in the opinion | had
prevfoufly formed of himZ--1 mean, finee my
arrival at Copenhagen. He is a worthy man,,
a little vain of his virtue a la Necker and
more anxious not to do wrong, tliat is to*
avoid blame, than defirous of doing good j;
efpecially if any particular good demands a
change. Prudence, in fhort, feems to be the
br.fis of Ms charader; and, from the tenour'
ef the government, | ihould think inclining
to that cautious circumfpection which treads
on the heels of timidity. He has confidera-
ble information, and fome finefle; or he could
not be a minifter. Determined not to riffc
his popularity, for he is tenderly careful of
his reputation, he will never gloriouily fait
like Struenfee, or difturb, with the energy of
genius, the ftagnant fiats of the public mind.-
| fuppofe that Lavater, whom he invited
to vifit him two years ago, fome fay to fix
the principles of the chriftian religion firmly
in the prince royal’s mind, found lines in his
face:-
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face to prove him a ftatefman of the firft
order; becaufe he has a knack at feeing a
great charafter in the countenances of men in
exalted ftations, who have noticed him, or
his works, Befides, the count’s fentiments
relative to the french revolution, agreeing
with Lavater’s, mult have enhired his ap-
plaufe.

' The danes, in general, feem extremely
averfe to innovation, and, if happinefs only
confift in opinion, they are the happisft
people in the world ; for | never law any fo
well fatisfied with their own htuation, Yet
the climate appears to be very difagreeable ;
the weather being dry and fultry, or moilt
and cold ; the atmofphere never having that
(harp, bracing purity, which in Norway pre-
pares you to brave its rigours. | do not then
hear the inhabitants of this place talk with
delight of the winter, which is the conftant
theme of the norwegians, on the contrary
they feem to dread its comfortlefs incle-
mency.

The ramparts are pleafjmt, and muft have
been much more fo before the fire, the
walkers not being annoyed by the clouds of
diift, which, at prefent, the flighteft wind

3 wafts
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wafts from the ruins. The wind-mills, and
the comfortable houfes contiguous, belonging
to the millers, as well as the appearance of
the fpacious barracks for the foldiers and
failors, tend to render this walk more agreeable.
The view of the country has not much to
recommend it to notice, but its extent and
cultivation: yet as the eye always delights to
dwell on verdant plains, efpecially when we
are refident in a great city, thefe fhady walks
fhould be reckoned amongft the advantages
procured by the government for the inha-
bitants. | like them better than the royal
gardens, alfo open to the public, becaufe the
latter feem funk in the heart of the city, to
concentrate its fogs.

The canals, which interfeft the ftreets, are
equally convenient and wholefome ; but the
view of the fea, commanded by the town, had
little to intereft me whilft the remembrance
of the various bold and pidturefque fhores, |
had feen, was frefh in my memory. Still
the opulent inhabitants, who feldom go
abroad, muft find the fpots where they fix
their country feats much pleafanter on ac-
count of the vicinity of the ocean.

One of the belt ftreets in Copenhagen is

almoft
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almoft filled with hofpitals, erected by the
government ; and, | am allured, as well re-
gulated as inftitutions of this kind are in any
country ; but whether hofpitals, or work-
houfes, are any where fuperintended with
fufEcient humanity, | have frequently had
reafon to doubt.

The autumn is fo uncommonly fine, that
I am unwilling to put off my journey to
Hamburg much longer, left the weather
fhould alter fuddenly, and the chilly har-
bingers of winter catch me here, where |
have nothing now to detain me but the hofpi-
tality of the families to whom | had recom-
mendatory letters. | lodged at an hotel
fituated in a large open fquare, where the
troops exercife, and the market is kept. My
apartments were very good; and, on ac-
count of the fire, 1 was told that | fhould
be charged very high ; yet, paying my bill
juft now, | find the demands much lower in
proportion than in Norway, though my din-
ners were in every refpeCl better.

I have remained more at home, fince I
arrived at Copenhagen, than | ought to have
done in a ftrange place ; but the mind is
not always equally active in fearch of infor-

Qjj. mation j
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mation 5 and my opprefTed heart too often
fighs out,

‘ How dull, flat, and unprofitable
‘ Are to me all the ufages of this world—m
« That it fhould come to this I'—

Farewell! Fare thee well, | fay—if thcu
can’ft, repeat the adieu in a different tone.

LETTER
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letter XXII.

I ArRrRIVED atGorfoer the night;after | quitte4
Copenhagen, purpofing to take my paffage
acrofs the Great Belt the next morning, though
the weather was rather boifterous. It is
about four and twenty miles ; but as nei-
ther I nor my little girl are ever attacked by
fea ficknefs, though who can avoid ennui?
| enter a boat with the fame indifference as |
change horfes; and as for danger, come
when it may, | dread it not fufficiently to
have any anticipating fears.

The road from Copenhagen \Yas very
good, through an open, flat country, that had
little to recommend it to notice excepting
the cultivation, which gratified my heart
more than my eye.

| took a barge with a german baron,,
who was haftening back from a tour into
Denmark, alarmed by the intelligence of the
french having palled the Rhine, His con-
verfation beguiled the time, and gave a fort
of ftimulus to my fpirits, which had been
growing more and more languid ever fince
my return to Gothenburg—you know why*

I had
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| had often endeavoured to roufe myftif to
obfervation by reflecting that | was pafling
through fcenes which 1 fhould probably ne-
ver fee again, and confequently ought not
to omit obferving; ftill | fell into reveries',
thinking, by way of excufe, that enlarge-
ment of mind and refined feelings are of little
ufe, but to barb the arrows of forrow which
waylay us every where, eluding the fagacity
of wifdom, and rendering principles un-
availing, if confidered as a breaft-work to
feeure our own hearts.

Though we had not a direft wind, we
were not detained more than three hours and
a half on the water, juft long enough to
give us an appetite for our dinner.

We travelled the remainder of the day, and
the following night, in company with the fame
party, the german gentleman whom | have
mentioned, his friend, and fervant: the meet-
ings, at the poft-houfes, were pleafant to
me, who ufually heard nothing but ftrange
tongues around me. Marguerite and the
child often fell afleep; and when they were
awake, | might ftill reckon myfeif alone, as
our train of thoughts had nothing in com-
mon. Marguerite, it is true, was much

amufed
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amufed by the cojiume of tbe women ; particu-
larly by the panier * which adorned both their
heads and tails ; and, with great glee, recounted
to me the ftories ihe had treafured up for
her family, when once more within the bar-
riers of dear Paris; not forgetting, with that
arch, agreeable vanity peculiar to the french,
which they exhibit whilft half ridiculing it,
to remind me of the importance fhe fhould
affume when (he informed her friends of all
her journeys by fea and land—fhewing, the
pieces of money fhe had collected, and Ham-
mering out a few foreign phrafes, which fhe
repeated in a true parifian accent. Happy
thoughtleffnefs ; aye, and enviable harmlefs
vanity, which thus produced a gaite du cceur
worth all my philofophy.

The man | had hired at Copenhagen ad-
vifed me to go round, about twenty miles,
to avoid palling the Little Belt, excepting by
a ferry, as the wind was contrary. But the
gentlemen over-ruled his arguments, which
we were all very forry for afterwards, when
we found ourfelves becalmed on the Little
Belt ten hours, tacking about, without
ceafmg, to gain on the Ihore.

* This word in french means both baiket and hoop.

2 An
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An over-fight likewife made the paflage
appear much more tedious, nay almoft in*
fupportable. When | went on board at the
Great Belt, | had provided refrefhments in cafe
of detention, which remaining untouched, |
thought not then any fuch precaution necef-
fary for the feeond pafiage, milled by the
epithet of little, though | have fince been
informed that it is frequently the longeft.
This miftake occafioned much vexation ; for
the child, at laft, began to cry fo bitterly for
bread, that fancy conjured up before me the
wretched Ugolino, with his famifhed chi!*
dren; and |, literally fpeaking, enveloped
myfelf in fympathetic horrours, augmented
by every tear my babe fhed ; from which |
could not efcape, till we landed, and a lun-
cheon of bread, and bafon of milk, routed
the fpeftres of fancy.

| then fupped with my companions, with
whom | was foon after to part for ever—al,,
ways a moft melancholy, death-like idea—a
fort of feparation of foul; for all the regret
which follows thofe from whom fate feparates
us, feems to be fomething torn from ourfelves.
Thefe were ftrangers | remember ; yet when
there is any originality in a countenance, it
r takes
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takes its place in our memory; and wE
are forry to lofe an acquaintance the mo-
ment he begins to intereft us, though picked
tip on the highway. There was, in fad, a
degree of intelligence, and ftill more fenfi-
bility in the features and converfation of one
of the gentlemen, that made me regret the
lofs of his fociety during the reft of the jour-*
ney; for he was compelled to travel poft,- by
his defire to reach his eftate before the arrival
of the french.

This was a comfortable inn, as were feve-
ral others | ftopt at5 but the heavy fandy
roads were very fatiguing, after the fine ones
we had lately fkimmed over both in Sweden
and Denmark. The country refembled the
moft open part of England; laid out fof
corn, rather than grazing : it was pleafant;
yet there was little in the profpe&s to awaken
euriofity, by difplaying the peculiar eharac-
teriftics of a new country, which had fo fre-
quently ftole me from myfelf in Norway.
We often palfed over large uninclofed trails,
not graced with trees, or at leaft very
Sparingly enlivened by them ; and the half-
formed roads feemed to demand the land-
marks, fet up in the wafte, to prevent the

3 traveller
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traveller from ftraying far out of his way,
and plodding through the wearifome fand.
The heaths were dreary, and had none of
the wild charms of thofe of Sweden and
Norway to cheat time; neither the terrific
rocks, nor fmiling herbage, grateful to the
fight, and fcented from afar, made us forget
their length; ftill the country appeared much
more populous ; and the towns, if not the
farm-houfes, were fuperiour to thofe of Nor-
way. | even thought that the inhabitants of
the former had more intelligence, at leaft |
am fure they had more vivacity in their
countenances than | had feen during my
northern tour: their fenfes feemed awake

to bufinefs and pleafure. | was, therefore,
-gratified by hearing once more the bufy hum

of induftrious men in the day, and the exhi-
larating founds of joy in the evening ; for as
the weather was ftill fine, the women and
children were amufing themfelves at their
doors, or walking under the trees, which in
many places were planted in the ftreets ; and
as moft of the towns of any note were fitu-
ated on little bays, or branches, of the Baltic,
their appearance, as we approached, was of-
ten very pifturefque, and, when we entered,

difplayed
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difplayed the comfort and cleanlinefs of
eafy, if not the elegance of opulent, circum-
ffcances. But the chearfulnefs of the people in
the ftreets was particularly grateful to me,
after having been depreffed by the death-
like filence of thofe of Denmark, where
every houfe made me think of a tomb. The
drefs of the peafantry is fuited to the cli-
mate ; in fhort, none of that poverty and
dirt appeared, at the fight of which the heart
lickens.

As | only ftopt to change horfes, take
refreshment, and fleep, | had not an oppor-
tunity of knowing more of the country than
conclufions, which the information gathered
by my eyes enabled me to draw ; and that
was fufficient to convince me that | fhould
much rather have lived in fome of the
towns | now pafs through, than in any |
had feen in Sweden or Denmark. The
people ftruck me, as having arrived at that
period when the faculties will unfold them-
felves ; in fhort, they look alive to improve-
ment, neither congealed by indolence, nor
bent down by wretchednefs to fervility.

From the previous imprelfion, | fcarcely
can trace from whence | received it, | was

agreeably
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Agreeably furprifed to perceive fuch an apt
pearance of comfort in this part of Ger-
many. | had formed a conception of the
tyranny of the petty potentates that had
thrown a gloomy veil over the face of the
whole country* in my imagination, that
cleared away like the darknefs of night before
the fum As | faw the reality, | fhould pro-
bably have difcovered much lurking mifery,
the confequence of ignorant oppreffion, no
doubt, had | had time to inquire into parti-
culars ; but it did not ftalk abroad, and in-
fed the furface over which my eye glanced.
YeSj | am perfuaded that a confiderable
degree of general knowledge pervades this
country; for it is only from the exercife of
the mind that the body acquires the activity
from which | drew thefe inferences. Indeed
the king of Denmark’s german dominions,
Holftein, appeared to me far fuperiour to
any other part of his kingdom which had
fallen under my view; and the robuft ruftics
to have their mufcles braced, inftead of the

41s it were lounge of the danifh peafantry.
Arriving at Slefwick, the refidence of
prince Charles of HefTe-Caflel, the fight of
the foldiers recalled all the unpleafing ideas
of
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of german defpotifm, which imperceptibly
vanifhed as | advanced into the country. |
viewed, with a mixture of pity and horrour,
thefe beings training to be fold to {laughter,
or be flaughtered, and fell into reflections, on
an old opinion of mine, that it is the pre-
fervation of the fpecies, not of individuals,
which appears to be the defign of the Deity
throughout the whole of nature. Blofloms
come forth only to be blighted; fifh lay
their fpawn where it will be devoured : and
what a large portion of the human race are
born merely to be fwept prematurely away.
Does not this wafte of budding life emphati-
cally affert, that it is not men, but man, whofe
prefervation is fo neceffary to the comple-
tion of the grand plan of the univerfe ? Chil-
dren peep into exiftence, fuffer, and die ;
men play like moths about a candle, and
fmk into the flame : war, and “ the thoufand
ills which fiefh is heir to,” mow them down
in ftioals, whilft the more cruel prejudices of
fociety palfies exiftence, introducing not lefs
fure, though flower decay.

The caftle was heavy and gloomy ; vet
the grounds about it were laid out with fome
tafte; a walk, winding under the (hade of

R lofty



lofty trees, led to a regularly built, aild ani-
mated town.

| croifed the draw-bridge, and entered to
fee this fhell of a court in miniature, mount-
ing ponderous ftairs, it would be a folecifm
to fay a flight, up vVhicll a regiment of men
might have marched, fhouldering their fire-
locks, to exercife in vaft galleries, where all
the generations of the princes of Heffe-Caffel
might have been muftered rank and file,
though not the phantoms of all the wretched
they had bartered to fupport their ftate, ira-
lefs thefe airy fubftances could (brink and ex-
pand, like Milton’s devils, to fuit the occa-
fion.
' The fight of the prefence-chamber, and
of the canopy to fhade the fauteuil, which
aped a throne, made me fmile. All the'
world is a ftage, thought | ; and few are there
in it who do not play the part they have
learnt by rote; and thole who do not, feem
marks fet up to be pelted at by fortune ; or
rather as fign-pofts, which point out the
road to others, whilft forced to ftand ftill
themfelves amidft the mud and duft.

Waiting for our horfes, we were amufed
by obferving the drefs of the women, which

was
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was very grotefque and unwieldy* The
falfe notion of beauty which prevails here, as
well as in Denmark, | fhould think very in-
convenient in fummer, as it confifts in giving
arotundity to a certain part of the body, not
the moft Aim, when nature has done her
part. This dutch prejudice often leads them
to toil under the weight of fome ten or a
dozen petticoats, which, with an enormous
bafcet, literally fpeaking, as a bonnet, or a
ftraw hat ofdimenfions equally gigantic, almoft
completely concealing the human form, as well
as face divine, often worth fhewing—ftill they
looked clean, and tript along, as it were, be-
fore the wind, with a weight of tackle that
I could fcarcely have lifted. Many of the
country girls, | met, appeared to me pretty,
that is, to have fine coiripiexions, fparkling
eyes, and a kind of arch, hoyden playfulnefs
which diftinguifhes the village coquette. The
fwains, in their funday trim, attended fome
of thefe fair ones, in a more llouching pace,
though their drefs was not fo cumberfome.
The women feem to take the lead in polifh-
ing the manners every where, that being the

only way to better their condition.
From what | have feen throughout my
R 2 journey,
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journey, | do not think the fituation of the
poor in England is much, if at all l'uperiour
to that.of the fame elafs in different parts of
the world; and in Ireland, | am lure, it is
much inferiour. 1 allude to the former ftate
ofEngland ; for at prefent the accumulation ©f
national wealth only increafes.the eared of the
poor, and hardens the hearts ofthe rich, in fpite
of the highly extolled rage for alms-giving.

You know that | have always been an
enemy to what is termed charity, becaufe'
timid bigots endeavouring thus to cover their
fins, do violence to j-uftice, till, acKng the
demi-god, they forget that they are men.
And there are others who do not even- think
of laying up a treafure in heaven, whofe
benevolence is merely tyranny in difguife :
they affift the moft worthlefs, becaufe the
moft fervile, and term them helplefs only in
proportion to their fawning.

After leaving Slefwick, we paffed through
feveral- pretty towns; ltzchol particularly
pleafed me » and the country ftill wearing
the fame afped,, was improved by the ap-
pearance of more trees and- enclofures. But
what gratified me moft,' was the population.
I was weary of travelling four or five hours,

3 never
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never meeting a carriage, and fcarcely a pea-
fant—and then to ftop at fuch wretched
huts, as | had feen in Sweden, was furely
fufficient to chill any heart, awake to fym-
pathy, and throw a gloom over my favourite
fubjeft of contemplation, the future im-
provement of the world.

The farm-houfes, likewife, with the huge
ftables, into which we drove, whilft the
horfes were putting to, or baiting, were
very clean and commodious. The rooms,
with a door into this hall-like ftable and
ftorehoufe in one, were decent; and there
was a cornpa&nefs in the appearance of the
whole family lying thus fnugly together un-
der the fame roof, that carried my fancy
back to the primitive times, which probably
never exifted with fuch a golden luftre as the
animated imagination lends, when only able
to feize the prominent features,

At one of them, a pretty young woman,
with languiihing eyes, of celeftial blue, con-
ducted us into a very neat parlour; and ob-
ferving how loofely, and lightly, my little
girl was clad, began to pity her in the
iweeteft accents, regardlefs of the rofy down
of health on her cheeks. This fame clamfqt

R 3 was
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was dreffed, it was funday, with tafle, and
even coquetry, in a cotton jacket, orna-
mented with knots of blue ribbon, fancifully
difpofed to give life to her fine complexion.
| loitered a little to admire her, for every
gefture was graceful ; and, amidft the other
villagers, fhe looked like a garden lily fud-
denly rearing its head amongft grain, and
corn-flowers. As the houfe was fmall, |
gave her a piece of money, rather larger
than it was my cuftom to give to the female
waiters; for | could not prevail on her to
fit down ; which fhe received with a fmile ;
yet took care to give it, in my prefence, to
a girl, who had brought the child a flice of
bread ; by which 1 perceived that fhe was
the miftrefs, or daughter, of the houfe—and
without doubt the belle of the village. There
was, in fhort, an appearance of chearful in-
duftry, and of that degree of comfort which
fhut out mifery, in all the little hamlets as
| approached Hamburg, which agreeably fur-*
prifed me.

The fhort jackets which the women wear
here, as well as in France, are not only more
becoming to the perfon, but much better
calculated for women who have ruftic or

houihold



( H7 )
-koulhold employments, than the long gowns
worn in England, dangling in the dirt.

All the inns on the road were better than
I expeCted, though the foftnefs of the beds
ftill haraffed me, and prevented my finding
the reft |1 was frequently in want of, to enable
me to bear the fatigue of the next day.
The charges were moderate, and the people
very civil, with a certain honeft hilarity and
independent [I'pirit in their manner, which
almoft made me forget that they were inn-
keepers, a fet of men, waiters, hofteffes,
chamber-maids, &c. down to the oftler, whofe
cunning fertility, in England, I think particu-
larly difgufting.

The profpeCt of Hamburg, at a diftance,
as well as the fine road {haded with trees,
led me to expeCt to fee a much pleafanter
city than | found.

I was aware of the difficulty of obtaining
lodgings, even at the inns, on account of the
.concourfe of ftrangers at prefent reforting to
fuch a centrical fituation, and determined to
go to Altona the next day to feek for an
abode, wanting now only reft. But even
for a fingle night we were fent from houfe
to houfe, and found at laft a vacant room to

R 4 fleep
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fleep in, which | fhould have turned from
with difguft, had there been a choice.

| fcarcely know any thing that produces
more difagreeable fenfations, I mean to fpeak
of the palling cares, the recolle&ion of which
afterwards enlivens our enjoyments, than
thofe excited by little ciifafters of this kind.
After a long journey, with our eyes dire&ed
to fome particular fpot, to arrive and find
nothing as it fhould be, is vexatious, and
finks the agitated Ipirits. But I, who re-
ceived the crueleft of difappointments, laft
fpring, in returning to my home, term
fuch as thefe emphatically palling cares.
Know you of what materials fome hearts are
made ? | play the child, and weep at the re”®
collection----for the grief is ftill frefh that
{tunned as well as wounded me—yet never
did drops of anguilh like thefe bedew the
cheeks of infantine innocence-----and why
fhould they mine, that never were ftained
by a blufh of guilt? Innocent and credu-
lous as a child, why have I not the fame
happy thoughtleflnefs ?

Adieu !

LETTER
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LETTER XXII.

I might have {pared myfelf the difagreeable
feelings | experienced the firft night of my
arrival at Hamburg, leaving the open air to
be {hut up in noife and dirt, had | gone im-
mediately to Altona, where a lodging had
been prepared for me by a gentleman from
whom | received many civilities during my
journey. | wifhed to have travelled in com-
pany with him from Copenhagen, becaufe |
found him intelligent and friendly ; but bufi-
nefs obliged him to hurry forward; and |
wrote to him on the fubje£t of accommoda-
tions, as foon as | was informed of the diffi-
culties | might have to encounter to houfe
myfelf and brat.

It is but a fhort and pleafant walk from
Hamburg to Altona, under the {hade of feve-
ral rows of trees; and this walk is the more
agreeable, after quitting the rough pavement
of either place.

Hamburg is an ill, clofe-built town)
fwarming with inhabitants ; and, from what
| could learn, like all the other free towns,
governed in a manner which bears hard on

the
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the poor, whilft narrowing the minds of the
rich, the character of the man is loft in the
hamburger. Always afraid of the encroach-
ments of their danifh neighbours, that is, an-
xioufly apprehenfive of their fharing the
,golden harveft of commerce with them, or
taking a little of the trade off their hands,
though they have more than they know
what to do with, they are ever on the watch,
till their very eyes lofe all expreffion, ex-
cepting the prying glance of fufpicion.

The gates of Hamburg are fhut at feven,
In the winter, and nine in the fummer, left
fome ftrangers, who come to traffic in Ham-
burg, ilionld prefer living, and conl'equently,
fo exactly do they calculate, fpend their mo-
ney ,out of the walls of the hamburger’s
world.  Imraenfe fortunes have been ac-
quired by the percents arifing from comrnif-
fions, nominally only two and a half; but
mounted to eight or ten at leaft, by the
.fecret manoeuvres of trade, not to include the
advantage of purchafing goods wholefale, in
common with contractors, and that oi hav-
ing fo much money left in their hands—not
to play with, I can allure you. Mufhroom

fortunes have ftarted up during the war ; the
men,
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men, indeed, feem of the fpeoies of the fun-
gus ; and the infolent vulgarity which a
fudden influx of wealth ufually produces in
common minds, is here very confpicuous,
which contrafts with the diftreifes of many
of the emigrants, “ fallen—fallen from their
high efrate”—fuch are the ups and downs of
fortune’s wheel ! Many emigrants have met,
with fortitude, fuch a total change of circum-
ftances as fcarcely can be paralleled, retiring
from a palace, to an obfcure lodging, with
dignity ; but the greater number glide about
the ghofts of greatnefs, with the croix de St.
Louis oftentatioufly difplayed, determined to
hope, “ though heaven and earth their
wifhes crolfed.” Still good-breeding points
out the gentleman ; and fentirtients of honour
and delicacy appear the offspring of great-
nefs of foul, when compared with the gro-
velling views of the fordid accumulators of
cent, per cent.

Situation feems to be the mould in which
men’s characters are formed; fo much fo,
inferring from what | have lately feen,
that I mean not to be fevere when | add,
previoufly afking why priefts are in general
cunning, and ftatefmen falfe ? that men en-

2 tirely
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tirely devoted to commerce never acquire, or
4ofe, all' tafte and greatnefs of mind. An
oftentatious difplay of wealth without ele-
gance, and a greedy enjoyment of pleafure
without lentiment, embrutes them till they
term all virtue, of an heroic caft, romantic
attempts at fomething above our nature ; and
anxiety about the welfare of others, a fearch
«after xnifery, in which we have no concern.
But you will fay that | am growing bitter,
perhaps, perfonal. Ah! fhall | whifper to
you—that you—yourfelf, are ‘ftrangely al-
tered, fmee you have entered deeply into
commerce—more than you are aware of—
never allowing yourfelf to refleCt, and keep-
ing your mind, or rather paffions, in a con-
tinual ftate of agitation—Nature has given
you talents, which lie dormant, or are wafted
in ignoble purfuits-r-You will roufe yourfelf,
and Ihake off the vile duft that obfcures you,
or my underftanding, as well as my heart,
deceives me, egregioully—only tell me when ?
But to go farther a-field.

Madame La Fayette left Altona the
day | arrived, to endeavour, at Vienna, to
obtain the enlargement of her hufband, of
permiffion to fhare his prifon, She lived in a

lodging
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lodging up two pair of Hairs, without a fer-
vant, her two daughters chearfully affixing;
chufing, as well as herfelf, to defcend to
any thing before unneceflary obligations.
During her profperity, and confequent idle-
nefs, fhe did not, I am told, enjoy a good
ftate of health, having a train of nervous
complaints which, though they have not a

name, unlefs the fignificant word ennui be
borrowed, had an exiftence in the higher
french circles ; but adverfity and virtuous
exertions put thefe ills to flight, and dilpoi-
fefTed her of a devil, who deferves the appel-
lation of legion.

Madame Genlis, alfo, refided at Altona
fome time, under an aflumed name, with
many other fufferers of lels note, though
higher rank. It is, in fa<ff, fcarcely pofiible
to ftir out without meeting interefting coun-
tenances, every lineament of which tells- you
that they have feen better days.

At-Hamburg, | was informed, a dvike had'
entered into partnerihip with his cook, who
becoming a traitsin', they were both com-
fortably l'upported by the profit arifing from
his induftry. Many noble inftances of the
attachment of fervants to their unfortunate

mafters.
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mafters, have come to my knowledge: both
here and in France, and touched my heart,
the greateft delight of which is to difcover
human virtue.

At Altona, a prendent of one of the
Ci-devant parliaments keeps an ordinary, in the
french ftyle ; and his wife, with chearful
dignity, fubmits to her fate, though fhe is
arrived at an age when people feldom relin-
quifh their prejudices. A girl who waits there
brought a dozen double louts d'or concealed
in her clothes, at the rifk of her life, from
France ; which fhe preferves, left fickneft,- or
any other diftrefs, fhould overtake her mif-
trefs, “ who,” fhe obferved, “ was not ac-
“ cuftomed to hardfhips.” This houfe was
particularly recommended to me by an ac-
quaintance of your’s, the author of the Ame-
rican Farmer’s Letters. | generally dine
in company with him : and the gentleman
whom | have already mentioned, is often
diverted by our declamations againft com-
merce, when we compare notes refpefting
the charafteriftics ofthe hamburgers. “ Why,
madam,” faid he to me one day, “ you will
“ not meet with a man who has any calf to
“ his leg ; body and foul, mufcles and heart,

“are
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are equally Ihrivelled up-by a tliirft of gain,
“ There is nothing generous even in their
youthful pallions ; profit b their only
ftimulus, and calculations the foie employ-
ment of their faculties ; unlefs we except
iome <grofs animal gratifications which,
“ fraatched at Jfitire- moffienSs, tend ftiU
more to debafe the character, becaufe,
“ though touched by his tricking wand,
they have all the arts, without the wit, of
* the wing-footed god.”

Perhaps you may alfo think us too fevere;
but | muft add, that the more I law of the
manners of Hamburg, the more was | con-
firmed in my opinion relative to the baleful
effedt of extenlive fpeculations on the moral
character. Men are ftrange machines ; and
their whole lyftem of morality is in general
held together by one grand principle, which
lofes its force the moment they allow them-
felves to break with impunity over the bounds
which fecured their felf-refpeEt. A man
ceafes to love humanity, and then individuals,
as he advances in the chafe after wealth ;
as one clafhes with his intereft, the other
with his pleafures : to bufinefs, as it is termed,
every thing muft give way ; nay, is facri-

ficed j



( 256 )

ficed ; and all the endearing charities of citi-
zen, hufband, father, brother, become empty
names. But—but what ? Why, to fnap the
chain of thought, I muft fay farewell. Caf-
fandra was not the only prophetefs whofe
warning voice has been disregarded. How'
much eafier it is to meet with love in the
world, than affection !

Your's, fincerely.

LETTER



LETTER XXIV.

M y lodgings at Altona are tolerably com*
fortable, though not in any proportion to
the price | pay; but, owing to the prefent
drcumftances, all the necefiaries of life are
here extravagantly dear. Conildering it as a
temporary refidence, the chief inconvenience
of which, I am inclined to complain, is the
I'ough ftreets that muft be paiTed before
Marguerite and the child can reach a level
foad.

The views of the Elbe, in the vicinity of
the town, are pleafant, particularly as the
profpeds here afford fo little variety. | at-
tempted to defcend, and walk dole to the
water edge ; but there was no path 5 and the
fmell of glue, hanging to dry, an extenfive
manufadory of which is carried on clofe to
the beach, | found extremely difagreeable.
But to commerce every thing muft give
way ; profit and profit are the only (pecula-
tions—* double—double, toil and trouble.”
I have feldom entered a fhady walk without
being foon obliged to turn afide to make room
for the rope-makers ; and the only tree, |
have feen, that appeared to be planted by the

S hand
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hand of tafte, is in the church-yard, to fhade
the tomb of the poet Klopftock’s wife.

Moft of the merchants have country
hotifes to retire to, during the fummer;
and many of them are fituated on the banks
of the Elbe, where they have the pleafure
of feeing the packet-boats arrive, the periods
of moft confequence to divide their week.

The moving picture, confiding of large
veffels and fmall-craft, which are continually
changing their pofition with the tide, renders
this noble river, the vital ftrearn of Ham-
burg, very interefting; and the windings
have fometimes a very fine effed, two or
three turns being vifible, at once, interfering
the fiat meadows: a fudden bend often
increasing the magnitude of the river; and
the filvery expanfe, fcarcely gliding, though
bearing on its boforn fo much treafure, looks,
for a moment, like a tranquil lake.

Nothing can be ftronger than the contraft
which this flat country and ftrand afford,
compared with the mountains, and rocky
coaft, | have lately dwelt fo much among.
In fancy | return to a favourite fpot, where
| feemed to have retired from man and
wretchednefs; but the din of trade drags me

2 back
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back to all the care | left behind, when loft in
fublime emotions. Rocks afpiring towards
the heavens, and, as it were, fhutting out for-
row, furrounded me, whilft peace appeared
to fteal along the lake to calm my bofom,
modulating the wind that agitated the neigh-
bouring poplars. Now | hear only an ac-
count of the tricks of trade, or liften to the dif-
trefsful tale of fome viftim of ambition.

The hofpitality of Hamburg is confined
to funday invitations to the country houfes |
have mentioned, when difh after difh fmoaks
upon the board; and the converfation ever
flowing in the muddy channel of bufinefs,
it is not eafy to obtain any appropriate in-
formation. Had | intended to remain here
fome time, or had my mind been more alive
to general inquiries, | fhould have endea-
voured to have been introduced to fome cha-
racters, not fo entirely immerfed in com-
mercial affairs ; though, in this whirlpool of
gain, it is not very eafy to find any but the
wretched or fupercilious emigrants, who are
not engaged in purfuits which, in my eyes,
appear as difhonourable as gambling. The
jnterefts of nations are bartered by fpeculating
merchants. My God ! with whatfangfroid
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artful trains of corruption bring lucrative
commiffions into particular hands, difregard-
ing the relative fituation of different coun-
tries—and can much common honefty be
expected in the difcharge of trufts obtained
by fraud ? But this, entre nous.

During my prefent journey, and whilft
refiding in France, | have had an opportu-
nity of peeping behind the fcenes of what
are vulgarly termed great affairs, only to
difcover the mean machinery which has
directed many tranfaCtions of moment. The
fword has been merciful, compared with the
depredations made on human life by con-
tractors, and by the fwarm of locufts who
have battened on the peftilence they fpread
abroad. Thefe men, like the owners of
negro fhips, never fmell on their money the
blood by which it has b”en gained, but fleep
quietly in their beds, terming fuch occupa-
tions lawful callings\ yet the lightning marks
not their roofs, to thunder conviction on them,
“ and to juftify the ways of God to man.”

Why fhould | weep for myfelf >—# Take,
O world ! thy much indebted tear !”

Adieu!

LETTER
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LETTER XXV,

T here Is a pretty little french theatre at
Altona; and the adors are much fuperiour
to thofe | faw at Copenhagen. The theatres
at Hamburg are not Open yet, but will very
ihortly, when the fhutting of the gates at
feven o’clock forces the citizens to quit their
country houfes. But, refpeding Hamburg,
I {hall not be able to obtain much more
information, as | have determined to fail
with the firft fair wind for England,

The prefence of the french army would
have rendered my intended tour through
Germany, in my way to Switzerland, almoft
impracticable, had not the advancing feafon
obliged me to alter my plan. Befides, though
Switzerland is the country which for feveral
years | have been particularly defirous to
vifit, 1 do not feel inclined to ramble any
farther this year; nay, | am weary of
changing the fcene, and quitting people and
places the moment they begin to intereft
me.---This alfo is vanity !

D over,
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Dover.

| left this letter unfinished, as | was
hurried on board; and now | have only to
tell you, that, at the fight of Dover cliffs, |
wondered how any body could term them
grand ; they appear fo inflgnificant to me,
after thofe | had feen in Sweden and Nor-
way.

Adieu ! My fpirit of obfervation feems to
be fled—and | have been wandering round
this dirty place, literally fpeaking, to Kill
time ; though the thoughts, | would fain fly
from, lie too clofe to my heart to be eafily
fhook off, or even beguiled, by any employ--
ment, except that of preparing for my jour-
ney to London.----God blefs you !

APPEN-



APPENDIX .

Private bufmefs and cares have frequently
*0 abforbed me, as to prevent my obtaining
all the information, during this journey,
which the novelty of the fcenes would have
afforded, had my attention been continually
awake to inquiry. This infenfibility to pre-
fent objects 1 have often had occafion to
lament, fmce | have been preparing thefe
letters for the prefs; but, as a perfon of
any thought naturally confiders the hiftory
of a ftrange country to contrail the former
with the prefent ftate of its manners, a con-
viction of the increafing knowledge and hap-
pinefs of the kingdoms | pafled through, was

perpetually the refult of my comparative
reflections.

The poverty of the poor, in Sweden, ren-
ders the civilization very partial; and flavery
has retarded the improvement of every clafs
in Denmark ; yet both are advancing; and
the gigantic evils of defpotifm and anarchy
have in a great meafure vanilhed before the
meliorating manners of Europe. Innumerable
evils ftill remain, it is true, to afflict the hu-
mane inveftigator, and hurry the benevolent

reformer
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reformer into a labyrinth of errour, who aiirts
at deftroying prejudices quickly which only
time can root out, as the public opinion be-
comes fubjcct to reafon.

An ardent affection for the human race
makes enthufxaftic characters eager to pro-
duce alteration in laws and governments
prematurely. To render them uieful and
permanent, they mult be the growth of each
particular foil, and the gradual fruit of the
ripening underftanding of the nation, ma-
tured by time, not forced by an unnatural
fermentation. And, to convince me that
fuch a change is gaining ground, with acce-
lerating pace, the view | have. had of fociety,
during my northern journey, would have
been fufficient, had | not previoufly conii*-
dered the grand caufes which combine to
carry mankind forward, and diminifh the futn
of human mifery.

NOTES.
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Note i.

Norway, according to geometrical meafure, is 202 miles
in length. In breadth it is very unequal. The common
Norway mile contains about 24,000 yards, Englifti mel-
furement.

Norway is, reckoned to contain 7558 quadrate miles : it
is divided into four parts. There are four grand bailiffs,
and four bifhops. The four chief towns are Chriftiania,
Thordhiem, Bergen, and Chriftianfand. Its natural pro>-
dufls are wood, filver, copper, and iron, a little gold has
been found, fith, marble, and the fkins of feveral animals.
The exportation exceeds the importation. The balance in
favour of Norway, in the year 1767, was about 476,085
nxdollars, 95,2171. fterling. It has been increafing ever
fince. The filver mines of Konglberg yield fiiver to the
amount of 350,000 rixdollars, 70,000!. fterling ; but it is
afferted, that this fum is not fufficient to defray the expences
of working them. Kongiberg is the only inland town, and
contains 10,000 fouls.

The copper mines at Rorraas yield about 4000 Ihip-pound
ayear; a fhip-pound is 320 pounds: the yearly profit
amounts to 150,000 rixdollars, 30,000!. fterling. There
are fifteen or fixteen iron works in Norway, which produce
iron to the value of 400,000 rixdollars, 80,000l. per anT
num.

The exportation of falted and dried fifli is very confider-
able. In the year 1786 the returns for its exportation
amounted to 749,200 rixdollars, 169,8401.

There are four regiments of dragoons, each ponfifting of
jo8 msn, officers included; two regiments of marching
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infantry, 1157 men each, with five companies In garrifon,
amounting to 3377 men ; thirteen regiments of militia, 1916
men each, making 24,908 men; 960 men, light troops,
who, in winter, whilft the fnow is on the ground, run along
on a kind of fkates—a couple of long inftruments made of

wood.

Note 2.

The taxes in Norway confiil of

1. A land tax. Farms, worth from two to three thoufand
dollars, pay from fifteen to twenty dollars annually.

2. A duty on all articles of proyifion, and on all goods,
carried in or out.

3. A tax on rank and office.

4. A tax on penfions and falaries; two per cent, on one
hundred dollars, and in proportion to ten per cent.

5. A tax on money put out to intereft, with fecuri,ty on
land or houfes, of a quarter per cent. And as the allowed,
intereft is four per cent, the duty is one fourth of tfe® in-
tereft.

Fl Ar s,
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