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A T  C O l’ E A H A G E I V

GENERAL ANNIVERSARY MEETING, JANUARY 31st 1840.

r i i
l  he P r e s i d e n t ,  iH. Mösting, oim? of Ilis Majesty’s Ministers, opened tbe 

jiroreedings witli a sp e e c h /in  wliicli among otlier thiugs he remarked 
" I k m v  gratifying it was to observe (he constantly inereasii.g interest 
awakened by tlie great monuments of (he olden lime ol (he North, and 
tlie augmented nuinber of tliose who devole (lieir attention to tlie U>- 
sterland of our earlier history — to tliat remarkahle rocky isle, siUiate 
far reinote in tlie nordlern ocean, wliere tlie old Danish tongue has 
been rheiished and preserved unaltered for eenturies down to tlie pre
sent time.”

Having tlien noticed (he mimerous and vahjable proofs of favor 
and interest rereived by tlie Sociely froin our lately departed monarcb 
F r s d e r ik Y I ,  he announced tliat Ilis present Majesty, King C h r i s t i a n  
VIII, who at an earlier period by several antiquarian cominunicalions 
gave tlie So iety proofs of bis approhation of llieir view s, liad in die 
inost gracious terms promised the Society a continuation of his favor and 
patronage.

Hy (he publication in the year before last of Professor Rafn's
A N T I Q U I T A T E S  A M E R I C A N / E  s i v e  S c r i p t o r e s  S e p t e n t r i o n a - 

i t s  R e k u m  A n t e - C o l u m r i a n a k u m  i iv  A m e r i c a ,
tlie Society endeavoured to contribute to tlie e lu c id a t io H  of die history 
of the earliest discovery of the western hemisphere. Tliis work bas 
again been the means oi‘ eliciting several communi« ations.

Dr. W ebb of Boston communicated in a letter to tlie Secretarv 
a description of die ruins of an m u U-nt bnildinf/ at N e w p o r t  i n  R h o d e - 
I s l a n d ,  w hielt bas been for a long (inie an olijeot of wonder to tlie 
beholders, and avvakened in every visitor of the place a desire to know 
its origin, liut «oneeining w hirheven  the oldest inhahitants are unable 
to give anv satisfactory account. JNo similar huilding for w liatsoever

Iturpose, of an earlier otr later date, is to be found in the neighbour- 
lood or in any ollier part of the country. The descriplion is elucidated 

by drawings, vix. a vievv of the ruins seen froin without (Tab. III) 
and of tlie interior (Tab. IV ), besides a section and ground pLanofthe 
iuiilding (Tab, V ), botli froin antual measureineiit. Ä is liere a tire 
|»lace, l i , B reresses or cupboards in tlie w all, C die section o f  
a w indow , and D ,D  hollow piates above tlie .columns, wherein it 
is conjectured w ere inserted tlie ends of beams servin# to S u p 
port a floor. These are presumed witli reason to be alterations made 
at a subsequent period on the building, whicli was nt one time 
employed as a haymagazine, and at an earlier date may possibly have 
served for odier uses. The huilding is construcfed of rough stone (gray 
wacke wliicli is found tliere in abundance) laU m cour.ses and strong- 
ly ceinented by a mortar c o m p o s e d  of sand and gravel, wliicli must 
liave been of a most excellent qiiality» as it has become almost as 
liard as the stone itself. Notbing is l«<t but the bare walls, there being 
fiQ vcsti^c remainin0, of 3 roof or of tlie internal arranj^cmcnts»

This commiinication induced Professor Rafn to annex to the Socie- 
ty’s Memoirs for 1836—1839, in which it was inserted , a S u p p l e m e n t  
t o  t h e  A n t iq u i tä te n  A m e r i c a n .*:. For the purpose of instituting a 
comparison with this ändern  building he has given representations of 
parts of W estEn-w i c k  C h u r c h  on tlie western injet ofLiim  jo rd  (Tab.
VI) originally belonging to the Aagustine Monastery liiere sitnated, 
wliirh was foumled about the year 1110 in lionor of St. Thögcr (S lus
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Theodgarns of T hüringen), chaplain lo S t. O lave, who after flie fall 
o f that inonarcli came to Deninark; of the C rypt in W iijorg (T ab .
VII), built in the reign of King Nicolas about 112S; and of B ie rn e d b  
C hukcii near Soroe in Sealand (Tab. VIII), erected by Archbishop Absa- 
lon’s kinsman Siine Ebbason, tlie hero celebrated in die Knytlinga 
Saga, wlio in the expedition to Rügen in 1108 was despatched by W al
demar I to the castle of Arcona for the purpose of deinolisliing tlie 
idol of Svantevit. The Roman, or Ante-Gothic style of architectnre, 
which predoininated in the west and north of Europe down to the close 
o f the 12th Century, cannot be mi.staken both in the two (irstmentioned 
buildings especiaily, and also in that at N ewport, w hid i, it is to be 
presumed, must have been erected decidedly not later than inthe, 1'2th 
Century. In G re e iv la x d  are lound the ruins of tliree round buildings, 
two of tliem about 15() or 220 paces east of the cliurches oflgalikko 
and K akortok, liaving been in ail probahility Jinptixteries. which in 
ancient times were ol’ten situated outside the ciuirch wilhin whose walls 
no one' w as considered as entilled to enter unlil lirst initiated by the 
rite of baplism. Such also, it is presumed, was the destinalion of an 
octagona! building lielonging to M e i l i f o n t  A bhey Ikela ivd , founded 
in 1141, and supposed to be co-eval with the foundation of the abbey 
itself; and in all probahility Ihe ancient huilding in Newport, which in 
the peculiarity of its architectnre corresponils se strikingly with the 
last mentioned edifice, was also a B a p t i s t e r y ,  founded perhaps by Bishop 
Eric, who in 1121 repaired to Vinland, for the purpose doublless of 
niaking new  converts among bis countrym en, and of conlirming in 
their faith such of them as had already embraced Christianity.

A uditor Fugl, who had rnade a journey during the autmnn of last year 
in the United States o f America* communicated some observations 
on the w ild vine of Rhode Island, and the grapes which it bears. I)r. 
Paulsen, of S lesw ick, presented to the Society an account from Mr. 
Richter of some remains of ramparts and buildings in the district of Huron, 
wliicli he (Mr. Richter) conjectured might be of Scandinavian origin. 
M. Aubin, of Mexico, transmitted extracts from O ld M kyicax  MSS in 
conlirm ation, as far as concerns M exico, of the iinquestionahle facts 
of there liaving been in several parts of America a white pojmlation 
before Columlms rediscovered that. quarter of the w orhl, and that tra- 
«es are to  be found of Christianity long before the arrival of tlie 
Spaniards. Ile shews, with re.spect to Mexico, liow these two facts are 
as it w ere combined in the person of Q uetzalcohuatl, and he adds, 
in illustration thereof, some contributions to the history of tlie civiliza- 
tion of ancient Mexico and of the religious notions which prevailed there.

Joshua T. Smith Esq. of Roxhury in M assachusetts sent bis work 
The JSorlhmen in  New E ng land , or Am erica in  the lO th  Century, 

SjuLlished in Boston in 1839, for the ground-work of which he has taken 
u it at es American.-^, and he subsequently transmitted ito the So- 

ciet y ^ ^ 3tlier edition of the same w ork which apoeared in London, 
entitled ^ 4 «  Discovery o f  Am erica by the N orihm en in  the lO th  
Century . l^Siernardin Biondelli of Milan a treatise baseil on the same 
work entitled ^S^nerta  d d l' A m erica fa t ta  net secolo X  da a lcuni 
Scand inavi. M in k ^ tp g .

M. Sjögren sent * ^ jSSIAn translation (which appeared in St. P e te rs
burg in i83U) of Rafn ’s **%torical Memoir of the discovery of America 
in the 10t.li Century. Oöi*OTicpsK^A MepHKHBi>xBi5Ki5. Co*iHHcnieK.X.Pa<i>Ba. 
Count Gniberg of Hemsö sent IIV ita lia iv  translation of tlie same work, 
published by htm at P isa , M e m o r t^ su lla  scoperta deW Am erica net 
.\ecolo deciino. Dr. Joseph Vargas, torinerly P resident of tlie Re- 
public of Venezuela in South America, sent a spaivtsh translation of the 
same Memoir published at Caracas, M em oria sobre el descnbrim iento  
de la Am erica en el siglo deciino. D r. Buddln^ «f tlie H ague, Unt- 
dekking van Amerika en herhaalde Zeereizen derwaarts in de X . X I .



R O YA L  S OCI E TV OP N ORT I I E RN  / I X T I ( | i r A R I E 8 .

K.I1, X i l l ,  en X IV  heuw , (volgens het Koninklijk Oudheid kundig Gv- 
nootshap van Koppenhaqen te ’sGravenhage 1 8 3 S.

A Ietter from his Exoellency Edward E v ere tt, G overnor of Mas 
sachusetts, aunonnced his accession as a Member of the Society’» 
Committee for the Ante-Columbian history of America.

The antiquarian researches underlaken by direction of the Society 
ln G re e n la n d ,  the results of wliich will l»e detailed at large in the work 
now under course of publfaation entitled G rö n la n d s  h i to r i s k k  Min- 
d k s m  k r k k r , were successfiilly prosecuted in 1839. The Rev. Mr. Jö r
gensen, Missionarv at Julianehaab, coinmunicated a preliminary account 
ot a (resli excavation made Ly him in tiie cliurchyai'd 011 the northern 
arm of the I g a l i k k o  F i r t h . By digging to a greater depth than liad 
Leen done in the previons researches, thev cam e, at the depth of 3 
or 4 ells beneatli the surface of the ground, to wliole rows of coffin.s 
and stone-cased graves containing skeletons. The account of this re- 
markable Hiscovery was accompanied willi specimens ofgarm ents found 
on the bodies, and wirli other articles, all of wliich bear incontestible 
evidence of a previons European population in this part of Greenland.

The critira! edition o f the H istorical Sagas o f  the North  respec- 
ting events tliat liave liappened in N orway, Sweden and Denmark was 
in 1830 so far advanced tliat the complete series of 12 volumes was 
published botli in the Icelandic, or Old Northern original text, F o r nm a nn a  
S öGim, and also in the Danisli translation, O ld n o r d is k e  S a g a e r . 
Tliere w ere besides published 7 volumes of the Latin trans'ation o f  
lliesam e, execnted by Sveinbiörn Egilsson, to wliich tliere liave been 
furiher added in 1831) the two following, viz. SCRIPTA F1ISTORICA 
ISLANDORUM , Vol. VIII & IX, containing the history of the kingdoni 
of Norway from 1184 to 1240. •

A critical edition of the original O ld-D anish or ancient Icelandic 
text of (he large collection of Sagas relating to I c e l a n d  itself, and to
the K X P L O I T S  I I P  T H E  I c E L A N D E R S  A T  H O M E  A N D  A B R O A D ,  IS One of
the inost considerable and im portant of the W o r k s  wliich theS orie ty  
liave in contemplation to publish. The preparations for this edition 
w ere commenced some time back and were continned in the year 1S39. 
From the Societv’s Old-Geograpliical Committee for Ioejand have been 
received several correciions and additions to the Map of ancient Ice- 
land. ln order to «liiruse tbe knowledge of these rem arkable works 
among a wider circle of readers, tbe Soeiety is preparing to publish 
separately, in Danisli, an extra<-t by N. M. Petersen of the most im
portant and interesting of their contents. The publication of this sepa
rate work was commenced in 1839 with IIISTORISK E FORT/ELLIN- 
GER OM ISLÄNDERIN ES F/ERD Vol. I, i. e. Historical S a g a s  of 
the exploits of the Icelanders Vol. I-, wliich in addftion to an in- 
trod in tory  essay, a brief view  of the ehief districl s o flceland a n d  of tlle 
i hief events of its earlier history, contains the Saga of Egil Skallagi iinson.

Tbe Society bas p u b l i s h e d  Jlistorical and Antiquarian Disquisitions 
l n  tbe 2d v o l .  ( f o r  1838 «y-» 39) o f  t b e  p e r i o d i c a l  e n t i t l e d  ^iMNALER 
FO R  NOR DISK OLDKYNDIGI1ED, a n d  a l s o  i n  the 2d No ( f o r  1838 

39) o f  i t s  ME.MOIRES, a  w o r k  d e s t i n e d  f o r  s i m i l a r  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  
i n  French, English  a n d  German.

M. P . A. Brandt o f  Lagoa Santa in the Brazils sent Views in Norway 
o f planes remarkable in history ; The Rev. Mr. Helgason o f  Reykholt 
ln Iceland: Elucidations respectirtg some Ifunic stones lately diseovered 
in  Iceland; D r. Clement or Ainrum: D raw ings o f  some antiquities in  
the Orkney Jsfes, P r o f e s s o r  Zipser of Neusohl Account o f  bronze an
tiquities found in the North of Ilungary.

The Committee of Antiquities announced that during the year 1839 
the M u s e u m  o f  N o r t h e r n  A n t i q u i t i e s  had reteived an increase of 
415 Numbers. W einust liere restrict ourselves to specifying some of the 
stone articles, andjnakinjT mention of two discoveries of a more recent 
date. The point of a javelin found in a turf bog at Farum in Sealand.
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and wliich is made of Itonc wilh small lamina of flint cemented at die 
sides, ranks among tlie rarest specimens froni the stone age. For com- 
parison witli the more common w eaponsand implements of (hat period 
vve mav inention 14 different artk les of stone from Ohio presented bv 
«J. F. W oodside Esq., Charge d’ affaires of ijie United States of North 
America, and likewise two stone wedges and tliree flat slone knives, 
denominated I*irt Knives, froin the Slieiland-Isles, presented bv Consul 
C. Ogilvy o f Lerxviik, and transmitted I»v IM Plöyen, High liailiff «f 
the Faroe-Isles. In a bed of gravel in tlie parisli of Nürrebroby in 
Funen was found a considerable collection of Antiqnities, tliere- 
among several nrtirlcs indicatinff a Roman origin , such a s , a 
small (’irm lar metal mirror made of some metal blended wilh zinc (3 
inelies ind iam eter); tlie front, wliich was nsed as a looking glass, heing 
p o ’islied, round tlie edge a twisted border witli a row of perforalions, 
llie back elegantl. turned in circles. A sacrifi« ial vessel witli handles 
termityiting in two aniinals’ lieads, a metal U t e n s i l  in tlie form of a 
sauiepan, in appeararu e eritirely Roman, inrernally coated wilh a roin- 
poiiml of z in r; tlie handle of a metal strainer, on wliich is impressed 
the stamp of tlie Roman manufacturer witli llie following insrriplion 
D lSN CV S E. At Mjoedal in Iceland, in a small eartlien barrow tliere 
w ere found, in connexion witli two oval buckles o f bronze, a nmnher 
of glass beads, soine glass inosaie and burnt c lav , and fragments of an 
iron sword, tw o Cuffish coins struck by the Samanide Hasan JSasr 
ben Achmed in Schn sch , the one A. D. 917, tlie otlieT 926.

At the April Meeting M. Thorw aldsen, the sculptor, exliihited a 
number of a n d  an t a r tk le s  o f  hronze fo und  in J ta lg , consisling of 
ch ise ls , lance lieads, arin lets, fibula* and otlier bnckles, and several 
other articles bearing a striking resemblance to our northern ones. 
Major Fastipg, G overnor of North Greenland, read some P o p u lä r lie 
gen ds o f  (ireenland.

At tlie July meeling 1>I. Thomsen exliihited sundry Stone. Im ple
m ents and W eapons o f  savage natioiis  wilh llie handles ihereunlo ap- 
periaining, for the purpose of explaining tlie manner in whirh several 
of llie stone arti. les of northern antiquily were faslened to or insert- 
ed in handles, in order to fit thein for more convenient use.

A t  tlie meeling in October the Directors announced tliat llisM aje- 
sly tlie Kiivg o f  1)e \m a h k  liad presented to the Societv an additional 
cdlleclion (being tlie 7th) of transcripi« made at His Majesty V expense  
by Professor V oigt of Königsberg; being transcripis of Docit.merits re- 
la ting  to the H istory  o f  the JSorth contaiued in tlie arcliives of K ö
nigsberg.

Several valuable donations w ere received for tlie public. L ibrary 
o f  th e  S o c iety . In tlie Report ptiblished in Danisli will be found a 
list of tlie Book« witli wliich the Library has beeil augmeiited, and also 
of ihe naines of the Donors. O f peruliar importance w ere tlie works 
presented to tlie Society by their Majesties the G mpgroh of RirseiA, 
tlie K iivg op th e  N etherlands , the K ing of th e  F r e n c h , and by 
General Rosa» in Buenos AyreSj and the Royal Geographical Society 
o f  London.

N ew  Members w ere elected.

"** The Society has made arrangements (hat the Boolcs presented to its Library 
■Bhall be rendered as extensively useful as possible. The Society will gratefully 
ar.cept B o o r s  in  a l l  h r a n c h e s  o k  S c i e n c e  a m )  l i t e r a t u r e ,  w hether of eärlie r or 
more reoent publicatioij. In  Ihe case of dapljcates, one copy of such works as the 
TVtanafrinp Committee may find suited lor t h a i  purpose, will he seilt t o  the P u b l i c  
L i b h a i i y  in I c e l a n d ,  fouudcd in 1818.

%* All C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a r c  t o  lie addressed t o  t u k  S e c k e t a r y ,  Professor C h a r 
l e s  C .  H a f k ,  40 C r o w n - P r i \ c e - S t r e e t ,  C o p k > h a c e n .


