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SOME ACCOUNT OF MAJOR THOMAS PEARSON.

[with a portrait.]

RJajor Thomas Pearson, who will 
x be chiefly recollefted in this coun­

try as a valuable friend of old Eng’ith 
literature, was born of very rdfpeftable 
parents at Cote Green, near Burton-in- 
Kendal, Weitmoreland, about the year 
1740. I-Ie was educated at Burton, 
but was far lets indebted for his future 
acquirements to the inltruftion he re­
ceived from his mailer, than to his own 
private,ftudies, which he purfued after 
he came to London, about 1756. From 
this time he had a place in the Navy 
Office, which he quitted in the year 
1760. He left England the 20th of 
May 1761, on being appointed Cadet 
on the Bengal Eftablilhment.

His, conduit was Rich as entitled 
him to the confidence and efteem of 
all with whom he was connefted, and 
efpecially of the Eait India Company, 
in whole fervice he rofe to the rank of 
Major, having figiialized himfelf on va­
rious occafions. He was particularly 
noticed by Lord Clive, to whom tie ad­
hered during the mutiny fomented by 
Sir Robert Fletcher, upon whole trial 
Major Pearion held the important 
office of Judge Advocate.

In 1767 he married a tiller of Eyles 
Irwin, Efq. well known in the poeti­
cal world, and of James Irwin, Efq., 
late a Director of the Eait India Com­
pany. This Lady unhappily died the 
year following, viz. 8th September 
1768, arid an elegant epitaph inlcribed 
to her memory,may be found, together 
with other poems of merit by Major 
Pearfon, in “ Pearch’s CoHeftion of 
Poems,” Vol. IV,

He returned to England in Auguft 
1770, along with Governor Verelff, 
under whom he had afted as military 
Secretary.

On his return, he had the opportu­
nity of indulging .his tafte for the 
ancient literature of his country.; to 
which he applied with indefatigable 
affiduity, and foon accumulated an. 
extenfive library; confifting of the belt 
and many of the fcarceft books in the 
Englilh language. During this period, 
alfo, he built a fpacious and ornamental, 
habitation at Burton, near his natiye 
place.

Liftening to the call of friendship, he 
was unfortunately prevailed upon to go 
again to India.

In this voyage, which commenced 
the 8th of April 1776, he accompanied 
General Carriac. The efteft of this 
fecond expofure to a climate too com­
monly unfriendly to Europeans, fboti 
became difcernible in Major Pearfon j 
and he fell a facrifice to it the 5th 
of Augult 1781, at Calcutta, where the 
remains,of his wife had previoully been 
depofited.

Major Pearfon’s library was brought 
from Weitmoreland, and fold by auc­
tion in 1788; and a more curious or 
valuable colleftion has leldbm been ex- 
pofed on fimilar occafions.

His only child, a daughter of emi­
nent accompliflrments,has been forfome 
years the wife of Wogan Browne, E;q. 
of Browne Cattle, Ireland.

I i 2 COPY
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COPY OF A LETTER FROM DR. TOBIAS SMOLLETT TO ---- —
OF NEW JERSEY, NORTH AMERICA.

SIR,
T am favoured with yours of rhe 26th 
■*  of February, and cannot but be 
pleafed to find myfelf, as a writer, fb 
high in your edeem. The curiofity 
you exprefs, with regard to the par­
ticulars of my life, and the variety 
of fituations in which I may have been, 
cannot be gratified within the compais 
of a letter ; be/ides, there are force par­
ticulars of my life which it would ill 
become me to relate.

The orfiy fimil 1 tucle between the cir­
cumstances of my own fortune, and 
thofe I hare attributed to-Roderick 
Random, con flits in my being born of 
a refpedable family in Scotland ; in 
my being bred a Surgeon, and having 
feryed as a Surgeon’s Mate on board a 
man of war, during the expedition of 
Carthagena. The low fituations in 
which I have exhibited Roderick, I 
never experienced in my own peiTon.

I married very young a native of 
Jamaica, a young Lady well known 
and universally refpeHed under the 
name of Mils Nancy Lafcelles, and by 
her I enjoy a comfortable, though mo­
derate eftate, in that Ifland.

I pradifed furge/y in London, after 
having improved myfelf by travelling 
in France, and other foreign countries, 
till the year 1749, when I took my de­
gree of Dodor in Medicine, and have 
lived ever fince in Chellea, (I hope) 
with credit and reputation.

No man knows better than Mr. —— 
what time I employed in writing the 
four firft volumes of the. Hilioiy of 
England ; and, indeed, the Short period 
in which that work was finifhed, ap­
pears almoft incredible to,myfelf, when 
I recoiled, that I turned over, and 
confulted above three hundred vo­
lumes, in the courfe of my labour. 
Mr. ------ likewile knows, that I fpent
the belt part of, a year in reviling, 
correcting, and improving the quarto 
edition, which is now going to the 
prefs, and will be continued in the 
fame fize to the late peace. Whatever 
reputation I may have got by this work 
has been dearly bought, by the lofs of 
health, which I am of. opinion I fhall 
never retrieve. I am now going to the 
fbuth of France, in order to try the 
effeds of that climate ; and very pro­
bably I fhall never return.

I am much obliged to you for the 
hope you exprefs, that I have obtained' 
force provifion from his Majefty; but 
the truth is, I have neither penfion nor 
place, nor am I of that difpofition which 
can Hoop to either. I have always 
piqued myfelf upon my independency, 
and, I truft in God, I fhall preferve it 
to my dying day.

Exclusive of force fmall detached 
performances that have been published 
occafionally, in papers and magazines, 
the toilowing is a genuine lift of my 
productions :—Roderick Random ; the 
Regicide,'a Tragedy; a tranflation of 
Gil Efisf a ti'anllation of Don Quix- 
otte ; an Eiiiiy upon the external Ufe 
of 'J.Vater ; Peregrine Pickle ; Ferdi­
nand Count Fathom ; great part of the 
Critical Review ; a very fmall part of 
the Compendium of Voyages ; the 
Complete Hiftory of England, and 
Continuation ; a fmall part of the 
Modern Univerfal Hiftbry; fome pieces 
of the British Magazine, comprehend­
ing the whole of Sir Launcelot Greaves; 
a fmall part of the tranflation of Vol­
taire’s Works, including all the Notes, 
hiftorical and critical, to be found in 
that tranflation.

I am much mortified to find it is 
believed in America, that I have lent 
my name to bookfellers ; that is a fpe- 
cies of proftitution of which I am alto­
gether incapable. I had engaged with 
Mr.----- , and made fome progrefs in a
work exhibiting the prefent (rate of the 
world; which work I fhall finith, if I 
recover my health.

If you fnould fee Mr. ——, pleafe to 
give my kind ft compliments to him ; 
tell him I with him all manner of hap- 
pinefs, though I have little to expect 
for my own fliare, having loft my only 
child, a fine girl of fifteen, whofe death 
has overwhelmed myfelf and my wife 
with unutterable forrow.

I have now complied with your re- 
queft, and beg,, in my turn, you will 
commend me to all my friends in Ame­
rica. I have endeavoured, more than 
once, to do the Colonies fome f'ervice.

I am, Sir, &c.
- TS. SMOLLETT, 

London, May Sib, 1763.
2 0 --------------,

New Jerfey,
North America.
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LYCOPHRObf's CASSANDRA.

L. 328.

Takrsi rptFssTpy (pao-yauy KavS'aofOj*

Perdet tripatre enfe Candaonis.

rpHE fubjeft of this .prediction is 
A Polyx.na. Her tale of woe has 

been often told by epic and dramatic 
poets. Pyrrhus, fays Caffandra, (hall 
flay my filter Polyxena 'rp'raTfy

Kat'^awsw. .KasdaTos means 
Mars; if we will allow the poet to 
explain himfelf. The fword of Mars 
is an expreflion for a warlike weapon. 
‘The proper name is here tiled, after 
the oriental manner, inRead of the epi­
thet derived from it. But the fcholiaft is 
inclined to think that Orion is meant. 
This interpretation was fuggefted by 
T/warf.?, which word feeins to refer 
to the fabulous birth of Orion. Thus 

lignifies both Orion and Mars. 
But Lycophron, however he may 
differ from others, is confident with 
himfelf. Diffatisfied, asit fhould 
feem, with this interpretation, the fcho­
liaft has recourfe to another. TporAvy 
may mean, he tells us, rpi^^oru. For 
the. fword palled fucceflively tn three 
mailers. Vulcan gave it to Peleus, 
he to Achilles, of whom Pyrrhus 
received it. It is eur poet’s cuftom 
to reckon inclujizcly. If fo, the pof- 
feffors of this fword were not three in 
number, but four. Thus in another 
place ■, L. 431. What then mu ft be 
the decifion concerning this word 
Tp7-.-4T5y; Muft it ftili claim the pri­
vilege of ancient polfeflion, and occupy 
its place without moleftation,and with­
out a meaning? The ghoft of 
Achilles had appeared to the Grecian 
leaders, and demanded the facrifice of 
Polyxena. The cruel office was im- 
pofed on Pyrrhus, who had bound 
himfelf by an oath to fulfil it. The 

opportunity, thus afforded him, was 
eagerly embraced. It gratified his 
vindictive fpirit. Still the recol­
lection, that Polyxena had been the 
object of his father’s affections, that 
fire was beautiful and blamelefs, muft 
have contributed to mitigate his rage, 
and produce fometranfient emotions of 
pity and remorff. Amidft this con- 
flift of contending paflions, the fword, 
which Pyrrhus held, flood fufpended 
over the victim’s head, before he ft ruck 
the blow.

O o’ cv xa.} SA&>v o&Tft? Kop'fii—•
Eurip. Hec. L. 564.

Our poet feems to have kept this line 
of Euripides in view, when he wrote 
his own. Pyrrhus was willing to ex­
tirpate the family of Priam, but un­
willing to flay th$ beautiful and un­
blamable Polyxena. This a<ft, he 
might think, would tarnifh his rifing 
fame. Nullum memorabile nomen 
Feminea in poena eft, nec habet viftj- 
ria laudera. But what fays Caffandra ? 
Something, it feems, about Orion and 
three fathers. A flight alteration will 
fometimes materially change the face of 
things. The change of a Angle letter 
will, I fufpeft, throw light on the paf- 
fage. Perhaps the poet’s word was 
not rpTrarpy but TfizraXTy. This is- 
one of Alfchylus’s words, among the 
many that appear in our poet. His 
defign was, to exprefs the agitations of 
a troubled mind by the eflects they pro­
duced. The fword fr&m’oled in his 
hand. ’PaGu rpWXrw tpotcrydvy Kai- 
d'afovae. ■ Perdet ter-eifit>ruta enfe Mar­
tis.

R.

ACCOUNT
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ACCOUNT OF LATIN DICTIONARIES.
Tn 1734, four very learned and inge- 
* nious members of the Univerfity of 
Cambridge gave to the public a new 
edition of Stephens’s Dictionary of the 
Larin language, in 4 volumes in folio. 
Thefe gentlemen ’were Mr. Law * of 
Chrilt’s College; Mr. Taylor f of St. 
Joint’s; Mr. John (bn J of Magdalen, 
and Mr. Hutchinibn |] of Trinity. The 
w®rk was executed with care and ability, 
and was well, received. The preface 
contains a curious account of Latin 
dictionaries, an abftraCt of which I (hall 
give for the amufement of rhe reader.

A fliort time after the invention of 
printings dictionary, under the title of 
Catholicon, appeared.; it was the third 
printed book, and was finifhed at Metz, 
A. D. 1460. At the end of it are thefe 
remarkable words:—1' Altiffirni prefidio 
cujus. nuta infantium lingue funt di- 
ferte. Quique numero fepe parvulis 
revelat quod fapientibus celat. Hie 
liber egregius, catholicon, dominice in- 
carnacionis annis MCCCCLX. Alma 
in-urbe moguntina nacionis indite Ger­
manics. Quam dei dementia tarn alto 
ingenii lumine -donoque gratuito cete­
ris, terrarum nationibus preferre illuf- 
trareque dignatus eft. Non calami. 
Still aut penne f'uifragio, fed mira pa- 
tronarum formarumqiie concordia pro- 
porcione & modulo ^npreflits eft atque 
confecftus eft.”—I have preferred the 
original orthography. The printers, 
though their names do notappear, were 
John Full and Peter Schoeffer. The 
author of this Catholicon was Johan­
nes Balbus, or better known by the 
name of Johannes de Janna or Januen- 
fis, from being a native of Genoa: he 
was a Dominican monk. He compofed 
this, work in 1290: it was compiled 
from two others, that of Ugutio, a 
native of Pifa and biihop of Ferrara, 
who flouriftied in 1196, anti that of 
Papias, who lived in 1053. The dic­
tionary of Papias was printed five or 
fix times: the firft edition was at Milan 
in 1476, and the laft at Venice in 1496.

John Tortellius of Arezzo, chamber- 
lain to Pope Nicholas V. printed a dic­
tionary at Irevigo in 1477, and at Vi­
cenza in 1480. Junianus Mains,, a Ne­
apolitan, publifhed another at Naples 
in 1475, and John Reuchlin one at 
Bale in 1480. Nicholas Perrot, arch- 
bifhop of Siponto, had written large

• Afterwards Dr. Edward Law, 
t Editor of Demofihenes-, 

BifiiOP ... ....v.
J E.b.tor of Sop! o.les.

commentaries on Martial, which, aftfi’ 
his death, w'ere printed at Venice ill 
1492, under the title of Cornucopia.—< 
Thefe Ambrofe Calepin, an Auftin 
hermit, and native, of Calepio, copied 
into his dictionary printed at Rhegio 
in 1502. This firft edition is little 
known ; but the fecond, at Venice in 
1509, is, and has run through eighteen 
editions.

Robert Stephens obferving the va­
rious imperfections of Calepin, p.ropoL, 
ed to fupply them ; but after fome at­
tempts, he found it would be a patch­
work, and unworthy of the public eye, 
and therefore he fet about the Hercu­
lean labour of compoling an entirely 
new one, which appeared in 1531- 
Many faults being pointed out in this 
inipreftion, he fet about correcting it, 
and (•idled in the aid of William Bude, 
Lazarus .Bayf, and James Touflain. 
This was printed in 1536. In 1538, he 
publifhed an abridgment of it, Latin 
and French : this ferved as a model 
every where; in Germany, in Italy, 
and every country the Latin part was 
retained, and the vernacular language 
put in the place of the French : in 
England Cooper publifhed it with the 
.words in Englifh, and after him Holy- 
oake, Littleton, and Ainfworth. So 
that fo far as a dictionary contributes 
to the learning and extending a lan­
guage, the whole world is indebted to 
the excellent Robert Stephens.

I (hall conclude this little hiftory of 
dictionaries by remarking, that an 
error feems to pervade the belt of them, 
and that is, giving examples from 
writers of the different meanings of the 
fame Latin word. A learner ihould 
have the various imports of the Latin 
word in Englifh, without Latin exam­
ples ; and he ihould be forced to feleCt 
Inch as make the context of. a fentence 
the belt fenfe. A learner wants a 
copia 'vgrborum, or a complete vocabu­
lary in his memory firft; when he has 
acquired that, and can apply it, then 
Ainfworth will be neceffary. But I 
beg leave to fay, that to make a criti­
cal, elegant, and correct Latin.fcholar, 
Stephens’s dictionary, in 4 vois. folio, 
rutift be ftudied, and every thing ufe- 
ful will be found in it.

P. T. S.

of Carlifle.
jl Editor of Xenophon.

STATE



FOR APRIL 1804. 247

STATE OF LONDON IN THE REIGN OF HENRY VIII. DESCRIBED, 
IN A LETTER. OF ERASMUS TO DR. FRANCIS, PHYSICIAN TO CARDINAL WOLSEY.

T often wonder, and not without 
concern, whence it comes to .pals, 

that England for i'o many years hath 
been continually afflicted with pelti- 
lence ; and above all, with the fweating 
ficknefs, which feems in a manner pe­
culiar to that country. We read of a 
city which was delivered from a plague 
of long continuance, by altering the 
buildings, according to the advice of a 
certain philofopher. I am much miE 
taken, if England, by the Jame method, 
might not find a cure. Firft of all, they 
are totally regardlefs concerning the 
afpeft of their doors and windows to 
the eaft, north, &c. Then they build 
their chambers lb that they admit not a 
thorough air, which yet, in Galen’s 
opinion, is very neceflary. They glaze 
a great part of thefides with fmaii panes, 
fleligned to admit the light, and exclude 
the wind ; but thefe windows are full 
of chinks, through which enters a per­
colated air, which stagnating in the 
room, is more noxious than the wind. 
As to the floors, they are ulually made 
of clay, covered with rushes that grow 
in fens, which are fo /lightly removed 
now and then, that, the lower part re­
mains fometimes for twenty years to­
gether, and in it a colleition of fpittle, 
vomit, urine of dogs and men, beer, 
fcraps of fi/h, and other filthinefs not 
to be named. Hence, upon change of 
weather, a vapour is exhaled, very per­
nicious, in my opinion, to the human 
body. Add to this, that England is 
not only furrounded with the lea, but 
in many parts is fenny, and interfered 
with ftreams of a brack i/h water; and 
that iaitfifii is the common and favour­

ite food of the poor. I am perfuaded 
that the iflahd would be far more 
healthy, if the u(e of thefe ruffles were 
quite laid afide, and the chambers fo 
built as to let in the air on two or three 
fides, with Inch gla/s windows as might 
be either thrown quite open, or kept 
/hut, without finall crannies to let in 
the wind. For as it is ufeful fometimes 
to admit a free air, fo it is fometimes 
to exclude it. The common people 
laugh at a man who complains that he 
is affected by changeable and cloudy 
weatfler ; but, for my part, for thele 
thirty years pa ft, if I ever entered into 
a room which had been uninhabited for 
fome months, immediately I grew fe- 
verilh. It would alfo be of great bene­
fit, if the lower people could be per­
fuaded to eat left, and particularly of 
their fait fith. : and if public officers 
were appointed to fee that the ftreets 
were kept free from mud and urine, 
and that, not only in rhe city, but in. 
the fuburbs. You will fmile, perhaps, 
and think that my time lies upon my 
hands, fince I employ it in fuc-it 
/peculations ; but I have a great affec­
tion .for a country, which received me 
fo hofpitably for a conliderable time, 
and I /hall be glad to end the remain­
der of-my days in it, if it be poifible. 
Though I know you to be better /kill­
ed in thefe things.than I pretend to be, 
yet I could not forbear from giving my 
thoughts; that, if we ate both of a 
mind, you may propole aprojefit to med 
in'authority, lince even Princes have 
not thought Inch regulations to be be­
neath their care and iiifpeciion.

SUBSTITUTES FOR OAK BARK IN TANNING
'T’he great demand and expense of 

oak bark, and the con/equent de- 
flruction of trees, have long rendered 
an efficient fubftitute for bark in our 
tanneries an object in the highelt de­
gree delirable: a di/covery was made 
during the laft furamer, by M. Klein, 
a member of the Royal Academy of 
Berlin, for tanning leather without the 
afliftance of bark, and he has produced 
eight new forts of leather th us prepared, 
which are equal or iuperior to that 
nude under the old fyftem. If is fiir- 
prifing. that the experiments on which 
this difeoveryis founded, have not been 

6

made loaner, as they are exceedingly 
eafy, and the various methods practiied 
by other'nations, and even -by the molt 
fiivrge ones, pointed out tire way td 
them.

Some of the Calmuc Tartars, that 
rove about towards the great wall of 
China, tan the /kins of their Forks 
with four mare’s milk. In Perfia, 
Egypt, and /ome countries bordering 
on Africa, goat /kins are tanned with 
the aftringent and liguminous fruit of 
the true arcacia, which is gathered un­
ripe In /everal parts of the Turkifli 
empire the fame /kins are made into 

morocco
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morocco leaf her by means of galls. The 
green nut of the turpentine tree, and, 
according to fbrne, even the leaves, as 
likewife thofe of the leptifk tree, ferve 
for the fame purpofe in many parts of 
the Levant. The smak or buhdks of 
the leaves, and young branches of fu- 
mach, is very well known to be ufed in 
all countries for making of cordovan 
leather; it is alfo known, that in feve- 
ral provinces of Italy, Spain, and France, 
there are feveral plants, which may be 
called the Plant® Coriarias, inch as the 
arbutus;-' the celtis, the * tamarifk, the 
rhamnvs, the rhus myrtiplia, &c. ufed 
in tarining. In Sweden they ufe the 
bark of one of the fniall fpfeci’es of 
mountain fallow, as allo a wild plant 
known by the name of ,ura urfi. In 
Silefia, a tort of myrtle, called raufch, 
is ufed in tanning; and in Germany, 
the bark of the birch acorn .(hells are 
ufed with oak bark.

M Klein has tanned two forts of calf 
ficin with leaves of trees only—several 
others with aquatic plants—and he has 
made very fine cordovan without fu- 
mach. The following are amongft the 
fubltitutes for oak bark, which he has 
found to anfvrer, and which have flood 
the teft of numerous experiments:
The vine
Wild plumb ; its bark . 

and unripefruit
Common white wil­

low ; its leaves and. 
twigs

Common Willow; 
bark, leaves, and 
twigs

WiklRofe; its leaves

Beech & horfe-beech ; 
bark and leaves

Oakleaves
Birch; bark and leaves
Alder leaves
Wild medlar; leaves, 

twigs, unripefruit
Wild rofemary
Wild cornel; leaves, 

twigs, and Ifones

Sorrel; root and feed
Water and (b r ;• point­

ed docks; root, 
leaves, feed

Water Hag-root
Yellow and white ,’va-» 

ter lilies ’-root

The following plants, now for the 
greater p'trt confidered as weeds, may 
like wife -be fuccefsfuliy uled inllead of 
oak bark, viz.
Purple-flowered loo- 

feitripe .
Yellow wood ditto
Queen of .the meadows 
Red raarfla cinquefoil. 
Male, female, and wa­

ter fern
W ate r- kno t grais-
Snake weed
Wild former til
Large wild pempernell
Common avens, or 

herb vennct
Water avens ■ 
(»boie-grafs‘
Large, ipring, and fa­

tin cinquetoil
Clary

Horfe-tail
Marib boric-tail 
Common lady’s mantie 
Red bilberry 
Common bramble 
Bloody cranes-bill 
Meadow ditto 
All forts of plantain 
Oak moss
Black worts 
Dewberry 
Strawberry 
Red Saxifrage 
Periwincie 
Burn reed.
Common cudweed
Mountain ditto 
Common St. John’s

Agrimony
The herbs in 

flowers alone of 
ufed.

Wort 
flower, or even the 
the foregoing, to be

There are doubtlefs other coriaceous 
plants applicable to the lame purpofe; 
the preience of the tan in them is thus 
eafily afeertained: reduce the plants to 
drift, and thro".- it into a foiution of 
copperas; or pur fame copperas into an 
infufion or decoction of the plants, 
which has been previovlly filtrated; 
the colour produced by t: is mixture is 
fometimes reddilh, or of a dark red, 
and fometimes blue or black, and the 
colours may be wholly removed by 
pouring into it, drop by drop, a fuf- 
ficient quantity of oil of vitriol.

ARNO’S GROVE, THE SEAT OF ISAAC WALKER, ESQ^ 
[with a view.]

rT1Mls place is delightfully fituated at
Southgate, a village about eight 

miles north or London.
The msnfion was erefled by James 

Colebrocke, Efq., and at his death be­
came the property of Sir George Cole­
brooke, Eart., by whom it was greatly 
improved, and the grounds about it 
modernized, Sir George built a library 
and an .eating-room in one of the wings, 
under the dlre&ion of the laie Sir Ro­
bert TaVldr : the former ofthefe is 25 
feet by 20, and 20 in height; the lat­
ter, 35 feet by 24,’and 20 high. The 
opposite wing, was flniibed by Lord 
JNewhaven, who had the eftate a fhort 
time before the prefent poflefl’or: this 
contains likewife an eating-room, 25 

feet by 20, and 20 in height. A noble 
hall in the centre of the licufe leads to 
the drawing-room, which is 36 feet by 
27. The hair-cafe and hall were paint­
ed by Lanfcroon.

About the year 1777 Arno’s Grove 
was ptuchafed by Mr. Walker, who 
has likewife. made confiderable im­
provements, particularly in the plea- 
lure grounds, which are nearly three 
miles in circuit. The New River 
winds for upwards of a mile through 
the rallies; and having been, by per- 
nnffiun of the Company, widened in 
this part, is a very pleating objeft.

The houle commands a view of the 
hills toward Finchley, Mufwell Hiji, 
&c. and of feveral rich vallies.

VLoTIGES,
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VESTIGES, 
COLLECTED AND RECOLLECTED, 

BY JOSEPH MOSER, ESQ^

NUMBER XXII.

MARQUIS OF ROCKINGHAM.

A T the period when the Stamp ASI 
was repealed, and the Bill paffed 

for fecuring the dependance of the 
American Colonies upon Great Bri­
tain, termed the “ Declaratory Aft *, ” 
the following epigram was handed 
about, which feems to have point fuffi- 
cient to render it worthy of preferva- 
tion

* March 1766.
f It has been faid, George the Second was fond, when he could be concealed, of 

mingling with fociety.
making

Vox. XLV. April 1804., K k

’Tis enough to declare, if you can with­
out fhocking’um,

That the People’s afleep, and the Mini- 
fter’s Rocking’um.

QUEEN CAROLINE.

T!lis truly amiable and excellent 
Princefs is faid to have frequently 
amufed herfelf by going incognito 
through the ftreets, and to different 
(hops, in the carriage of one of her 
Ladies of the Bedchamber 5 and it is 
eafy to be conceived, that if fo auguft, 
and confequently fo well known a per- 
fonage, could be thoroughly concealed, 
which feems almoft impoflible, fhe muff 
have derived great entertainment, when 
divefted of the appendages attendant 
upon royalty, in obferving, as a com­
mon fpeftator, the infinite variety of 
charafters, incidents, and occupations, 
with which this valt city abounded.

We have, by many oriental tales, 
been led to believe, that Eaftern Mo­
narchs have defeended from their 
thrones, and, attended by their Viziers, 
traverfed the ftreets of their Imperial 
cities, mingled with fociety, and fre­
quently derived both pleafure and 
inftruftion from their refearches. Whe­
ther the greater part of the incidents 
of thefe tales are true or falfe, is imma­
terial : they are faid to have been tra­
ditionally delivered from age to age, 
and, generally fpeaking, to exhibit a 
faithful pifture of the people whofe 
charafter and manners they prbfefs to 

delineate; the contemplation of which 
affords to juvenile minds both informa­
tion and amufement.

Queen Caroline f, who, it has been. 
obferved,had the fame oropenfity, was, 
in confequence, one day induced to 
vifit a celebrated warehoufe (I think) 
on Ludgate-hill, which, from having 
its principal exhibition room on the 
firft floor, was, in thole times, termed a 
Lace Chamber.

Though the appellation “ Lace Cham­
ber” is almoft obliterated from our me­
mories; yet it will, perhaps, by fome 
readers, berecollefted, that thefe places 
were frequently fuites of rooms, fur- 
nilhed generally in an elegant, fome- 
times in a fuperb ftile, but having 
around counters like a (hop, upon 
which, in long Ihew-glafies, was dir- 
played an infinite variety of pattern- 
cards of this beautiful and ingenious 
fpecies of manufafture. It may be 
neceffary to ftate, that the higher 
clafles of thefe exquifitely formed fa­
brics were, at that time, wholly exo­
tic, the production of foreign artifts 
and artizans, whofe emporiums of 
traffic were Bruffels, Mechlin, &c. 
places the names of which identified 
the commodity.

It is true we had, even at that period, 
whole counties (Bedford and Bucking- 
hamfhire, for in fiance,) in which the 
making of lace was the -'rincipal manu­
fafture; but it is well known that, in 
thofe effential points of tafie, elegance 
of defign, fin- nefs of texture, and accu­
racy of execution, the Englifh were 
greatly inferior to the foreign produc­
tions.

It wasreferved for the tafte and libe­
rality of her prelent Majefty to ftirnu- 
late the ingenuity and inftpftry of our 
fair countrywomen, by taking this ele­
gant manufafture, and many of its 
artizans, into her immediate proteftion. 
Under her benign aufpices, the art of 
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making lace, an art peculiarly adapted 
to the genius and talents of the fofter 
fex, has flotirifhed to a degree before 
unknown.

Under the benign aufpices of our 
gracious Queen, the tafte arid talents of 
her fex have expanded, and fpecimens 
of this beautiful manufacture have been 
produced, neither tamely imitating, 
nor merely rivalling, but greatly ex­
ceeding, thofe exotic productions which 
formerly were, at fuch an immenfe ex- 
penfe, imported ; and while new eftab- 
lifhments, new villages, have arifen, 
and numbers of unprotected females, 
who mult have either languifhed in 
indigence or have been facrificed to 
vice, have found, in employment, the 
fureit guide to virtue; a new article has 
been added to our commerce, and a 

" new fource of revenue been derived 
from the belt and fureit of all fprings, 
the ingenuity and induftry of our ma­
nufacturers.

Such has been the general effect of 
the encouragement which this manu­
facture has derived from the influence 
of her Majefty : but in an eftablifhment 
under her more immediate and peculiar 
protection, to the habits of induftry 
inculcated in the minds of girls at early 
periods of life, fuch other advantages 
of education have been added as will 
render them equally valuable to their 
country as ingenious artizans and ac- 
complifhed members of fociety.

Her late Majefty, Queen Caroline, 
(as was obferved previous to the di- 
grelfion into which I have been led 
by a contemplation of this important 
fubjeCt,) being one day ata very cele­
brated lace-chamber, obferved, among 

' many other objeCts that attracted her 
attention, one that fixed it. This was, 
a very elegant young woman, who was 
moft feduloufly employed in looking 
over different 'laced heads, (as they were 
then termed,) which were alternately 
prefented to her for infpeCtion. After 
ihe had admired feveral, (he afked the 
price of one which feemed to have pe­
culiarly ftruck her fancy.

The price was named to her.
It was more than fne thought it 

would have been.
“Could it not be afforded cheaper ?” 

■ “ Impoffible!”
The young Lady feemed difconcert- 

ed, examined the lace again, took up 
the head, laid it down, appeared to 

part from it with reltiClance. How­
ever, at length, fhe faid the price was 
too high, chofe a much cheaper, which 
fhe ordered to be lent home, and went 
away.

The Queen, who had filently ob­
ferved the different workings of the 
mind of this amiable young woman, 
as displayed in her countenance, en­
quired who (lie was, and, upon re­
ceiving fatisfaftory information, or­
dered the miftrefs of the drop to pack 
up the laced head which had fo attract­
ed her attention with the one fhe had 
purchafed, and fend it with a card, lig­
nifying, that the Queen was fo well 
pleafed with obferving that the young 
Lady, who had been fo charmed with 
the beauty of the Iace, (had yet fo much 
the command, of her paffions as not to 
fuffer them to overcome her prudence, 
that (he therefore, in token of her 
approbation, defired her to accept the 
lace which fhe fo much admired, in the 
hope that fhe would always perfevere in 
that laudable line of conduit, upon 
which female happinefs lb much de­
pended.

GEORGE GRAHAM, F.R.S.

An inftance of the tenacity with 
which this celebrated mathematician 
and mechanic adhered to the very letter 
of his promife, I had, in early life, from 
unqueftionab'e authority.

Before the time of Graham *,  natural 
philofophy had feldom been applied to 
facilitate the progrefs of mechanical 
improvement. The ancient watch and 
clock makers were content if, by in- 
tenfe application to the adjuftment of 
the parts of their complicated ma­
chines, they could confequently obtain 
that kind of chronometerical accuracy 
which fitted them for general purpofes. 
Exaft timekeepers, adapted to aftrono- 
mical menfuration, had not then been 
thought of; nor had any idea of pro­
viding a regulating power againft the 
irregularity which mutt occur in thofe 
machines, from the expansion and con­
traction of metals by heat and cold, 
ever pervaded the minds of the mecha- 
nifts.

This was firft difeovered by Graham, 
and, as appears by the Philofopbical 
Tranfaftions of the Royal Society, im­
proved by Elicot, and, I think, fully 
perfected by Harrifon. Be this as it 
may, the fame of Graham, as a watch­

It appears that he was of the Council of the Royal Society in the year r/ts- 
maker.'
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maker, was, in his time, eftablilhed 
upon fuch a broad and fcientific bails, 
that it damped a peculiar value upon 
every piece of work on which his name 
was engraved, which has continued to 
this hour. During his life, his watches 
were fo much in requeft, that, without 
adverting to the influence of fafliion, it 
may fairly be dated, that every perlon 
to whom minute mechanical accuracy 
was a matter of importance, was happy 
to obtain one of thefe regulators.

A Gentleman who had befpoken a 
watch of this nature of him, when it 
was delivered, told the conftrmStor, 
that as he was upon the point of going 
to India, where he fhouid be relident 
.near feven years, and meant to keep an 
exaft account of the variations of his 
time-keeper, he fhouid be glad to be 
informed whether he could guefs, in 
any degree, how far thofe variations 
would extend.

“ Sir,” returned Graham, “ the 
watch has been conffrufted under my 
own infpeftion ; I finished and regu­
lates it myfelf, and am fo well fatisfied 
with its performance, that, take it 
where you will, if, at the end of feven 
years, you come to me, and fay, that it 
has varied five minutes, I will return 
your money.”

The Gentleman took the watch, went 
his voyage, wasabfent more than feven 
years, and foon after he arrived in this 
kingdom called upon Graham. Af­
firming a very ferious countenance, 
“ Sir,” faid he, “ I have brought 
your watch again.”

“ I remember the condition,” faid 
Graham : “ let me fee. Well,” conti­
nued he,taking it in his hand, “ What 
is your complaint ?”

“ My complaint,” returned the Gen­
tleman, “ is, that in the feven years 
that I have had it-, it has varied rather 
more than five minutes.”

“ Has it?” find Graham, putting it 
in his glafs-cafe : “ Well, Sir, there is 
your money again.”

“ What do you mean,” faid the Gen­
tleman.

“ To perform my part of the agree­
ment,” replied the Watchmaker.

“ Are you ferious?”
“ I never am otherwife,” faid Gra­

ham.
“ I would not part with the watch,” 

faid the Gentleman, “ for ten times 
the price I paid you for it.”

“ Nor 'would I,” replied Graham, 
’< forfeit my word for ten times the 

fum you have Rated, or indeed for any 
confideration. A promife is, with me, 
a molt folemn undertaking. I pro- 
mifed, on certain conditions, to take 
the watch again. In confequence of 
that promife, you have put me in poll 
feffion of it, and no power on earth 
(hall induce me to relinquifh my bar­
gain.”

The Watchmaker kept his word; 
for neither intreaties, nor the molt 
liberal offers on the part of the Gen­
tleman, could prevail on him to reftore 
the watch, which he kept in his ffudy 
till his death, and ufed as a regulator. 
He very frequently, when he had occa- 
fion to confult this machine, told his 
vifitors the ftory attached to it, and, 
although he was one of the molt ferious 
of men himfelf, as frequently extracted 
fmiles from them as he earneltly de­
tailed the ill fuccefs of his quondam 
cuftomer’s attempt at a joke."

ROBERT COOKE, ESQ^ THE PYTHA­
GOREAN.

This Gentleman, who, the year be­
fore the Revolution, was High Sheriff 
of the County of Wexford (Ireland), 
feems to have been the father of that 
fyftem which has fince fo happily and 
advantageoufly become a general prac­
tice, and indeed been extended to other 
branches, namely, that of employing 
children in the woollen manufactory, 
in departments which had formerly 
been filled by grown perlons.

In order to do this with eft’etl, we 
find him, about the year 1684, intro­
ducing the fir It fpecimens we have met 
with of that kind of felf-operating ma­
chinery which has fince contributed fo 
much to fhorten the labour of the arti- 
zans, while it fo much improved the 
conftructive fabrics of cur piece goods 
of every defcription. He. had a ma­
nufactory upon this principle in his 
county, which compelled from forty 
to eighty looms, each loom, calculating 
every preparatory branch, affording 
employment for ten children; and 
when he faw the fuccefs with which 
thefe experiments were attended, he, 
from motives of the pureft philan­
thropy, wiihed to extend the advan­
tages of his. fchemes to England, where, 
he.conceived, they would give a new 
ftimulus to our ftaple manufacture, 
at that time rather languilhing, and, 
by calling into operation a large por­
tion of hitherto unapplied indultry, lay 
the foundation of future opulence,

K k 2 In
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In confequefice of thefe fuggeftions, 
he came over to this kingdom, and pro- 
pofed to ettablilb a manufactory of this 
nature at Ipfwich.

Small corporations have been fre­
quently laid to have been the greateft 
impediments to national indultry and 
the fpirit of adventure that ever a com­
mercial country experienced : they 
have alfo molt truly been hated to 
have been blind to their own interefts, 
■where thofe interefts did not depend 
upon choice, election, or, in the well- 
underftood language of the Pure, upon 
free 'will *.  But this of Ipfwich was 
the blindeft of all Corporations; for 
although their town was fcarcely more 
than half inhabited, though grafs grew 
in their principal ftreets, and commerce 
had almoft receded even from their 
markets, they could not fee the advan­
tage of courting her back through the 
medium of manufactures.

* Vide the Tranfadlions of the Chriftian Club, paflim.
At this period, the idea of obtaining children trom diftant parities had never 

entered the minds of any manufacturers, or probably this fcheme of Mr, Cook? 
would have been attended with more fuccefs. Some ohfervations on this important 
fubjtdl will be found, European Magazine, Vol. XXXIV, page 157.

ia

In faft, they would not fuffer this 
fcheme of Mr. Cooke to be carried 
into effeCt. Determined, however, to 
try the experiment in defiance of them, 
he fet up a few looms without their 
liberties; but, alas! he had not confi- 
dered that the influence of minute mu­
nicipalities in the promotion of pride 
and idlenels commonly extended far 
beyond their own boundaries. Of this 
he was foon lenfible; for he found fuch 
a prejudice raifed againft the employ­
ment of children in this way, as has, 
in our manufacturing counties, been 
fince experienced, and is perhaps now, 
in fome places, in aCtual operation. 
For although he endeavoured to allure 
the riling generation to him by the 
offer of a penny more in a ihilling than 
they could obtain by the fame works 
either at Colchefter or Norwich, their 
parents would not fuffer them to be 
employed f. He therefore, after fome 
fruitlefs unavailing efforts to ferve the 
country, dropped the fcheme, and re­
turned to Ireland.

The Angular benevolence and phi­
lanthropy which diftinguilhed the 
different plans of Mr.Cooke for “ bet­
tering the condition,” by exciting the 
induftry of the poor of his native 
county, Wexford; his mode of con 
duCting himfelf in the high office 

to which he was appointed, which, 
though in point of what may be termed. 
hofpitaliiy, i. e. promoting even excefs 
in eating and drinking, nearly the 
reverfe of every Sheriff that had pre­
ceded him; yet his application of the 
fums that were formerly devoted to, 
thefe abufes, being fuch as gave gene­
ral fatisfaftion, having excited curio- 
fity with refpeCl to the domeftic habits 
of the man who, in fuch rimesand in 
fuch a fituation, dared to aCl from him­
felf, we find the following account of 
them:—

Robert Cooke, Efq., the famous clo­
thier, was living near Wexford the lat­
ter end of the leventeenth century. He 
was a perfon of Angular, habits ; he be­
ing what was then termed a rigid' 
Pythagorean, and would perhaps, in. 
this voluptuous age, have been deemed, 
a lunatic, for he would not drink any 
liquor but water, nor would he eat of 
any food that had ever had fenfitive 
life. Nay, he carried his abhorrence, 
of the (laughter and deftruclion of ani­
mal exiftence, which mutt neceffarily 
be the precurfors of a good dinner, 
further than Zoroafter or any of the 
ancient Bramins, further than Pytha­
goras or the modern (daft of Gentoos; 
for he would not wear any thing that 
was produced by the death of any fen­
fitive creature ; and in order to be cer­
tain that he was not betrayed into a 
deviation from this rule, it is ftated, 
that he had his clothes, hat, (hoes, 
and flockings, his bed, &c., ail made of 
linen.

This feems to be float ing to the very 
acme offingularity ; for if we allow that 
the feelings of this Gentleman were fo 
exquilite that he could not fit down to 
dinner without refiefling upon the 
deftruclion of animal life, and bring­
ing to his mind the variety of tortures 
which various creatures had iuffered. 
before their carcaffes or joints were 
drawn forth to compofe that magni­
ficent fpeflacle termed a 'well-cowered 
table; ftill it is hard to conceive what 
objection he could have to the wearing 
many of their productions, efpecially 
as he had, before this idea entered 
his mind, (for I find he had then 
retired from bulineft,) dealt largely 



FOR APRIL 1804. *53

in one article (wool), which he well 
knew was, in molt inftances, obtained 
without deftroving the life of the ani­
mal that produced it.

But it wouid be a talk to which, 
perhaps, the moil pervading talents 
are unequal, to attempt to account for 
thefe anomalies of the human mind 
which have appeared, at times, in all 
ages and nations, from the period of 
the philofopher who denominated the 
feci to the prefent hour, and which, 
certainly, if we confider our cruelty 
to the brute creation, and cur fhameful 
prodigality of their innocent lives, if it 
were a fault, was fo much on the right 
fide, had fuch a leaning cowards vir­
tue, that Lucullus, Apicius, Helioga- 
bolus, or all the good livers of antiquity, 
nay all their modern difciples, from 
Duck or Hog lanes, Weft, to rhe Poultry, 
Fifh ftreet, &c., Eaft, will be inclined 
to pafs a flight certfure on his allies, 
which, I underhand, from a medical 
man, notwithftanding his abfurd regi­
men, were kept out of their terrene 
mattrafs almoft a century; and I am of 
opinion, that he had the audacity to 
live in order to confute and difliono,ur 
the prognoftication which was launched 
at him, that his abftinence would foon 
bring him to the grave, or, in, the ver­
nacular idiom, that he was killing hira- 
felf by inches.

THE USURER.

As long fince as the year 1782, the 
company, of which I had the pleafure 
to form a part, going, in the phrafe of 
the road, downward in the Manchefter 
coach, were, among other fubjeiis, difl 
courilng, or rather liftenin.g to the difl 
Courfe of a Gentleman who entertained 
us with a detail of the claufes and pro- 
vifions of the ftatute of Ufury, with 
which one of his clients (for we foon 
difcovered that the fpeaker was an 
attorney) had been dabbling. “ You 
will not wonder, Gentlemen,” flid this 
loquacious member of a profeilion not 
at all remarkable for its loquacity ; “ I 
fay, you will not wonder, after what I 
have briefly ftated, all which, and ten 
times as much, I Ihall ftate in brief, 
?ye and prove too, that A. B., my 
unfortunate client, became a bankrupt, 
and that he drew in C. D. and the reft 
of the firm. But if I do not trounce 
the old dog who advertifes, enquire 
for Mr. Z. in a ftreet that Ihall be 
namelefs, oi- he, the laid Z., may be 
fpoken with every evening, at eight, 

under the clock at a coffee-houfe that 
ihall be namelefs, and who begins his 
advertifements with, “Any fum not 
exceeding fifty thoufand pounds ready 
to advance;” I fay, if I do not trounce 
the hook-nofed, beetle-browed fcoun- 
drel, who has taken of my unfortunate 
client more than thirty per cent., who. 
has got him to lign half a ream of 
accommodation bills ; I fay, if I do not 
bring Mr. Z. to book, fay my name is 
not K *—■—.”

“ A. B., C. D,, and all their friends, 
as well as Mr. Z., are brought to book 
every day,” laid a fimple young man, 
one of the paflengers.

“ Aye!” faid a Gentleman, “ talk­
ing of ufurers puts me in mind of the 
ftory of one, which I will relate if it 
meet your approbation.”

The company nodded aflent, and the 
Gentleman proceeded :

“ Mine is not a modern cafe, like 
that of Mr. Z., who, I hope, will be 
the laft of all his race ; but it is never- 
thelefs true, and is among the reports 
of the reign of Charles the Second.”

“ Good !” laid the Attorney; “that 
was before the ftatute twelfth Anne, 
Chapter the Sixteenth ; however, ufury 
always was a crime at common law, 
Formerly a man might be tried for it 
after he was dead, and, if found guilty, 
his goods and chattels weie forfeited to 
the King.”

“ Very likely!” faid the Gentleman: 
“ Will you now give me leave to go on 
with my ftory.”

“ Certainly !” faid the Lawyer: “ I’ll 
fold up my brief, and be filent.”

The Gentleman proceeded: “ In the 
reign of Charier the Second, when the 
luxury of the times very frequently, 
among the higher orders, introduced 
temporary diftrefs, there lived, in the 
city of London, a friendly perfon, 
who, to thole that could produce un­
exceptionable fecurity, was very ready, 
on certain conditions, to advance ; to 
thofe that were not fofortunate, he was 
much fonder of bellowing his compli­
ments than his ca!h.

“ This perfon, who, Pom the con- 
cife an,d terle mode in which he con­
duced bufinefs and made bargains, 
obtained the appellation of Alderman 
Snug, and was, upon the change, 
termed a very good man, had a nephew, 
a young Clergyman of confiderable 
talents, though very flenderly provided 
for.

“ This youth had often applied to his 
rich 
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rich uncle for a fmall fum to enable 
himto profecute his ftudies, but with­
out fuccefs. At length, wearied out 
with his endeavours to obtain a trifling 
ftipend from the enormous mafs which 
he frequently faw fo oftentatioufty dif- 
played in the counting-houfe of his 
relation, he refolved to give him a 
hint of his avarice, and its religious 
confequences. He accordingly ob­
tained leave to preach at the church 
of the parilh wherein the old Gen­
tleman refided, and where he regularly 
attended.

“ He afcended the pulpit, and, 
warmed and animated by his fit nation 
and fubject, made a fermon, excellent 
in its competition, but containing one 
of the ftrongeft inveftives againft ufury 
that it is poflible for the imagination to 
Conceive.

“ The people, who foon underftood 
the fituation of the parties, frequently, 
in the progrefsof the difeourfe, turned 
their eyes upon the old Gentleman’s 
pew; but he, totally ablorbed in his 
attention to the preacher, did not feem 
to pay the fmalleft regard to the whif- 
pers that were circulated around him.

“ When the nephew met the uncle 
after the fermon was over, the latter, 

to the furprife of the former, extended 
his hand, and gave him five twenty- 
fhilling pieces. Amazement and re- 
mor fe took poffeflion of the mind of 
the young Clergyman, perhaps a little 
tindured with joy and feif-gratulation 
at having made a convert. However, 
he trembled as he took the money; 
begged his uncle to pardon him for 
what he had done; and added, that he 
was happy that he feemed to forgive 
him, for he was fearful that he had 
given him great offence.”

“ Offence!” laid the old Gentle­
man : “ No, nephew, fo far from it, 
that, on the contrary, I declare I ad­
mire your talents, and feel mylelf much 
obliged to you ; I think your fermon 
calculated to do much good. Go on, 
my boy, and profper ; you (hall not 
w'ant encouragement fiom me. Preach 
upon this fubjeit in all the city 
churches, and endeavour to put all 
tbofe that are foolilh enough to mind 
you out of conceit with ufury. The 
fewer there are, as you emphatically 
and properly laid in your fermon, the 
better. For you know, my boy, if 
many relinquish the trade, f thall have 
an opportunity of putting out all my 
money at double, nay treble intereji."

TO THE EDITOR OF THE EUROPEAN MAGAZINE
SIR,

T have been fo often entertained and 
•*  informed by your Correfpondent 
Mr. Mofer, that it was with much mor­
tification and furprife I read in your 
Magazine for January last his cenfure 
of the character of that able, honelf, 
and truly patriotic Judge, Croke, (not 
Crodke, as fpelt by Mr. M.) Seeing it 
in the light which I do, I am fare Mr. 
Mofer will not be offended at my at­
tempting a vindication of one who is, 
in my judgment, entitled to the admi­
ration of every Englifhman.

* In juftice to the King, it fijould be added, that he was not difplaced for thus 
giving his opinion.

I hardly think that Mr. M. will 
ferioufiy contend, that the manner in 
which that unfortunate Monarch King 
Charles the Firft extorted money from 
his fubje&s, even before he had tried 
whether a Parliament would not have 
given it to him in a legal way, is to be 
confidered as a light and trivial matter, 
or as any mark of an excellent and amia­
ble Monarch. That ten of the Judges 

(houldhave fact'feed their consciences 
to their fears or their hopes, is a dii- 
grace to the profelfron, which it is to 
be wifhed could be blotted out of the 
record; the conduct of the other two 
of them, however, redeems the charac­
ter of that profeffion. Virtuous and 
upright men have never been wanting 
among It them.

If Mr. Juftice Croke fubmitted, for a 
time, to the opinions of thole whom he 
had long learned to revere, and if he 
had prepared an argument tn fupport 
of that opinion, it appears that, in the 
courfe of his inveftigation of the fub- 
jedt, he found his error in giving up 
his original judgment, and he nobly 
dared to acknowledge that error *.

Equally noble and elevated was the 
conduit of his Lady, deferving, what it 
will ever have, the admiration of all 
who read of it; far above being hurt 
by an infinuation of her having a/mail 



FOR APRIL 1S04.

ffice of republicanlfm. Mr. M. is too 
wel! acquainted . with hiltory to ftip- 
pofe, in reality, that the men who 
refufed to fubrnit to the arbitrary ex­
tortions then praftifed were republi­
cans.

What is meant by fame other encou­
ragements of the like nature I do not 
know; nor have I ever before beard, 
that the opinions of ten Judges, if 
there were fo many, that the King 
could tak;3 the fuhjefl’s money of his 
own mere authority, has in any fub- 
fequent period been acknowledged to 
be law. Something like it, indeed, 
was the opinion of the Chief Juftice 
on the trial of the Seven Bithops, 
when he laid, be muft not fuller the 
Counfel to queftion the King’s power 
of difpenfing with the law; but he 
faid it in a whifper, and there were not 
then wanting two honeft and upright 
Judges to deny it.

But let us fee what Lord Clarendon 
fays about this opinion, about Judge 
Croke and his Lady.

Lord Clarendon, Vol. I , p. 68, in 
the oftavo edition, lays, “ The cafe of 
Ship-money was argued before all the 
Judges in the Exchequer Chamber, 
and, by much the major fart of them, 
the King’s right to inipofe afferted, 
and the tax adjudged lawful; which 
judgment proved of more advantage 
and credit to Mr. Hampden than to the 
King’s fervice.

“ When the people heard this de­
manded in 3. court of law as a right, 
and found it by fworn Judges of the 
Law adjudged fo, upon fuch grounds 
and reafons as every ftander-by was 
able to fwear was not law, they n.o 
more looked upon it as the cafe of 
one man, but the cafe of the kingdom, 
which they thought themfelves bound 
in confidence to the public juliice not 
to fubrnit to.”

P. 70. “ The damage cannot beex- 
preli'ed that the Crown and State fuf- 
tained by the deferved reproach and 
infamy that attended the Judges, by 
being made ufe of in this and like 
atfs of power; there being no poihbi- 
lity to preferve the reverence of the 
laws themfelves, but by the integrity 
of the Judges.

i( Judge Croke (of whom I fpeak 
knowingly) was relolved to deliver bis 
opinion.for the King, and to that end 
had prepared his argument ; yet a few 
days before he was to argue, upon 
difcoarfe with feme of his nqareli re*  
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lations, and mojl ferious thoughts of this 
bufinefs, and being heartened by his 
Lady, who was a very good and pious 
woman, and/told her husband,” &c.

In your Number for February, Mr. 
Mofer has given an inft.mce of an 
honeft Bifhop, who dared to refift the 
Queen’s mandate to alienate the pro­
perty of his See to her Lord Chan­
cellor, and of her acquiefcence in the 
juftice of his refufal. Hethen records, 
that when the temporalities came after­
wards into the Queen’s hands, (he gra­
tified Sir Chriitopher Hatton, and 
granted it to him. She had done many 
things of this fort; and it was then un- 
derftood that (he had the power. But 
Mr. Mofer goes on to give another 
trait of that excellent and amiable Mo­
narch King Charles, in relation to this 
bufinefs of part of Ely Honfe. Sir 
Chriftopher Hatton had made fo good a 
houfe there, that the King thought it 
fit for his fon Prince Charles; but it 
feemsLady Hatton bad too much fpirit 
to give it up. What means, then, did 
this excellent and amiable Monarch em­
ploy to obtain it ? Did he offer to buy 
it of her? No fuch thing---- >he fent
word to the Bifhop, tbathe'umildhave 
it for the Prince’s Court, and he would 
be at the coft of maintaining the 
Bifhop’s title. (This in a fubjeft 
would, perhaps, have been called by 
fome hard name—barratry, or cham­
perty, or fome fuch thing.) But was 
he to recover it for the Bilhop’s ufe? 
to reftore it to the fee ? No-----he was
to make ufe of the Bishop’s name to get 
poffeflion for himfelf. Where did this 
amiable Monarch commence his fuit 
for this honourable purpofe ? In a 
court of law ? No—his honeft advifers 
were aware that that would not do for 
him; he fued in the Court of Reqtiefts. 
Mr. Mofer does that juftice to the fpi­
rit of this Lady which he has not done 
to Lady Croke; (he relifted the Illegal 
procefs; and the Lord Privy Seal, 
with an avowed intention to decide 
ag drift her, did not dare to doit, when 
(he told him in his court, (with a cut­
ting perfonal farcafm to boot,) that (he 
cared not for his decree, for his court 
was not a court of judicature. Mr. 
Mofer admits, that in this (he (hewed 
herfelf a woman of fpirit and a good 
lawyer.

In faying thus much, I hope Mr. M. 
will not charge me with a fpice of repub - 
licanifm^ I allure him I have not the 
fmalleft grain of it in mv compohtion-

. 1 Bat
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But I am fo fenfible of the happinefs of 
living under a Monarch whofe conduft 
is fo directly oppofite to that of King 
Charles, that I cannot fee the epithets 
of excellent and amiable, which fo juftly 
belong to the one, fo mifapplied by 
being beftowed on the other, without 
being roufed to exprefs my feeling cn 
the occafion.

Mr. M. will, I am confident, excufe 
my taking up the pen, and will, I hope, 
long continue to ainufe and inftruft 
your readers, amongft whom I have 
for many years been one, and amongft 
whom there cannot be one who receives 
more real pleafure from that Gentle­
man’s very curious communications, 
than does

His and your very humble fervant, 
X. Y.

Sir George Croke was made one of 
the Juftices of the Common Bench in 
1624, and of the King’s Bench in 1629. 
The chara&er drawn of him by Sir 
Harebottle Grimfton, who married a 
daughter of his, and knew him well, 
will fliew that lie deferves the vindica­
tion of his memory which I have at­
tempted *.  It is as follows :

* I with I had the means of giving an account of his brother Hutton.
f This account is prefixed to the third volume of his Reports, and is Agned, 

41 Jiarebottle Grimfton, from my manor-hcufe of Gorhambury, May 7, 1657.”

“ He was of a moft prompt invention 
and apprehenfion, which was accompa­
nied with a rare memory 5 by means 
whereof, and through his indefatigable 
induftry, he obtained to a profound 
fcience and judgment in the laws, and 
to a Angular intelligence of the true 
reafons thereof, and principally in the 
forms of good pleading. He was of an 
univerfal and admirable experience in 
all other matters which concerned the 
commonwealth. He heard patiently, 
and never fpake but to the purpofe; 
and was always glad when matters 
were reprefented to him truly and 
clearly. He had this discerning gift, 
to feparate the truth of the matter from 
the' mixture and affection of the deli­
verer, without giving the leaft offence. 
He was refolute and ftedfaft for truth ; 
and as he defired no employment for 
vain glory, fo he refufed none for fear; 
and by his wildom and courage in con- 
fcionably performing his charge, and 
faithfully difcharging his confcience, 
and his modeily in fparingly fpeaking 
thereof, he was without envy, though

not without true glory. To (peak of 
his integrity and forbearing to take 
bribes, were a wrong to his virtue. He 
was of a Itridt life to himfelf, yet in 
converfation full of fweet deportment, 
and affable, tender, and compaffionate, 
feeing none in diftrefs whom he was not 
ready to relieve ; nor did I ever fee him 
do anything more willingly than when 
he gave alms. He was every way libe­
ral, and cared for money no farther 
than to illuftrafte his virtue. He was of, 
great modefty, and of a moft plain and 
tingle heart, of an ancient freedom and 
integrity of mind, efteeming it more 
honeft to offend than to flatter or hate. 
He was remarkable for hofpitality; a 
great lover, and much beloved, of his 
country, wherein he was a blefled 
peace-maker, and in tbofe times of 
conflagration, was more for the bucket 
than the bellows, often pouring out 
the water of his tears to quench thofe 
beginning flames which others did 
ventilate. In religion, he was devout 
towards God, reverent in the church, 
attentive at fermons, and conftant in 
family duties. Though now dead, he 
ftill continues to do good, being the 
founder of a chapel, which he caufed 
to be dedicated and fet apart for the 
fervice and worfhip of God, and for 
the eafe of the inhabitants of Stukeley 
(being an hamlet, and member of Beck­
ley, in Bucks, and at leaft two or three 
miles from the parifh-church) 5 as alfo 
of an hofpital for poor people; both 
of which he endowed with a liberal 
revenue f.”

He died at his boufe at Waterfloke, 
in Oxfordfhire, in 1641, in the eighty- 
fecond year of iris age. He was buried 
there, where a tomb was erefted to his 
memory, by his Lady, a daughter of 
Sir Thomas Bennett, with the follow­
ing infcription :

“ Georgius Croke, Eques Auratus, 
unus Jufticiariorum de Banco Regis, 
judicio linceato, & animo praefenti in- 
fignis, veritatis haeres, quem nec mina 
nee bonus allexit ; Regis autboritatem & 
Populi Hbertatem aqua lance libra<vi(: 
Religione cordatus, vita innocuus, 
manu expanfa, corde humili pauperes 
irrogavit; Mundum & vicit & deferuit 
anno setatis fuse Lxxxii annoq. Regis 
Caroli xvii.Annoq.DominiMDCXLl.”
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LETTERS TO DR. SMOLLETT, 

{Continued from Page 185.)

LETTER. Vilf.

From Dr. William Hunter.
DEAR. DOCTOR, -

T thank you for all yourkindnefs to 
me, and particularly for the hit 

inftance of your warm friendship ; and 
I’m forry that it muff occafion fonts 
further trouble. I underhand that 
you propofe taking notice of a letter to 
the Author of the Critical Review, 
and I dare.fay you will do it properly. 
That part of the letter that relates to 
yourfelf I hope will be flea’d and 
broil’d alive; for it is. damn’d impu­
dent. He pretends it was the writer, 
not the man, that fruck with him. 
Your friends and mine lay, they think 
you can, from y-ou'r own knowledge, 
contradict him in this. I fuppofe you 
know he was fometime (about 12 
months, as I have been told,) out of 
his fenfes, and confined at Edinburgh. 
Our friends think this would be the 
belt apology you can make to the pub­
lic for this behaviour.

As to what relates to me, you are no 
doubt become a party by. your friendly 
interpofition, and. therefore I mult 
leave you to judge for yourfelf what 
you are to do. I will only in friendihip 
tell you frankly what I think.

Firlf, your work does not feem a fit 
■place.for handling a phyfical difpute; 
it is rather for giving accounts and 
opinions of things publirhed.—?.diy, 
If you anfwer this letter of difpiitatidn, 
you mult prepare yourfelf for anfwering 
more nonfenfe of the fame kind. He 
will difpute till he’s deprived of the 
tile of pen and ink. That’s the turn of 
his madnefs.--?,dly, Ail lie has laid 
is fo fenfelefs, captious, and be.u'tly, 
that it does not admit of an anfwer. 
Iris unanfwerable. There can‘be 110 
fuch thing as .convincing one another 
now. The difpute mutt be at an end 
already with every body that tmder- 
ftandA the fubjedt, and will give htm- 
felf the trouble to confider what both 
have faid: and,every obit inate fool may 
in lift upon having the Jail word. Was 

it my own caufe only, I give you my 
word I would defpife it. However, 
I have made feme fiiort obfervations to 
fliew you that his heft criticifms are 
without all foundation, and that your 
friendihip forme has not brought you 
into difgrace with fenltble people of the 
profefiion.

I am,
Dear Sir,

Your much obliged and fincere friend, 
WILLIAM HUNTER.

22d Aug. 1757- (
Dr. Smollett.

LETTER. IX * 
From Dr. Armstrong.

London, March aS, 1769. 
X X X X X X X X X %
X X X X X X -St- X- X- -X-
X- X- X X X X X- X- X X-

•£<- vfc , •>£ $$• Sir ■ •iir

I enjoy, with a pleafing fympathy, 
the agreeable fbciety you lin'd amongft 
the pfofefibrs at Pifa. All countries 
and all religions are the fame to men of 
libera! minds. And the mod con­
temptible, fornetimes even the molt 
dangerous of a!i animals, is an ill- 
natured blockhead, who aftedts to de­
fpife his neighbours, becaufe he fe- 
cretly envies their fuperior abilities,, 
and. regards themwith ajealous eye.

The daily, industrious, indefatigable 
operations of the molt pernicious lies; 
the malt impudent, audacious doctrines 
that were ever .-practifed upon a blind, 
itupid, ignorant, profane populace, 
dill continue to profper. The London 
mob have long, e very hour of the day, 
damn'd their ey/fght, and. they happen, 
to have-good realbn for it. I will not 
at once difguft and. Ihock you with the 
recital of fuch {editions and treafonable 
infoienciesj as never -duVft, before 
Wedn.efday lad, brow-beat a throne; 
at lead never with impunity. Your 
friends at Pifa envy our ccnftitution. 
I am afraid we may, in a fisort time, be 
reduced to figh alter theirs; for the 
view at prefent all around us'is at pre­

*. Relying on the fidelity of the Correfponder.t from whom we received'the firft 
Aries of thefe letrer.% we printed No. VI. as perfefci and complete ; «el;nce ba'-e 
found that it xvas mutilated, and therefore here uublilh what was cmittA.—’-EbiTOR.

lent
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fent an object of the moft extreme in­
dignation, contempt,.and horror.

Meantime the infernal fpirit of the 
moft abfurd difcord,—Erinnys, blind 
and blundering in her dotage, has not 
yet fb univerfally poifoned the noble 
mind of the public, as to engrofs it 
entirely to the clumfy, dirty, black­
guard amufements and exerci/es. For 
biftory ftill makes a fhift to waddle on, 
though it grows rather a lame duck; 
and there are ftill jack-daws enough to 
/wallow the green clteefe of tragedy, 
and the no lefs infipid curd of new 
comedy. So much the better—all 
trades would live, they lay.

But talking of fome recent publica­
tions puts me in mind of fomerhing 
I had almoft forgot to tell you, that 
feveral people' who have a particular 
regard and elreera for the reputed 
Author of “ The prefent State of ail 
Nations,” are forty to find, that he 
has too much expofed the pofteriors of 
bur brothers in the North, and made 
fome undeferved compliments to their 
neighbours in the South, who have 
already a comfortable enough (hare of 
felf conceit, and that amongft other 
perfefilions he allows them to be the 
handfomeft people in Europe; which 
they think a very difputable opinion.

All the friends you have mentioned 
are well, and de,fire to be kindly re­
membered to you. Your health is 
never forgot in our compotations. I 
am forry to tell you that our fociety 
has loft one worthy member in Dodlor 
RufTell, who died fome months ago of 
a malignant fever. I beg you’ll let me 
hear from you foon, &c.

LETTER. x.

From Dr. Armstrong.
MY DEAR. DOCTOR., (177O.)

I reproach myfelf - but it is as infig- 
nificantas embarrafiing to explain fome 
things. —So much for that. As to my 
confidence in your ftamina, I can fee no 
reafbn to flinch from it—but I with 
you would avoid all unwholefome acci­
dents as much as ppflible.

I am quite ferious about my vifit to 
•you next autumn. Myfcheme is now 
to pa/s my June and July at Paris; 
from thence to let our for Italy, either 
over the Alps or by fea from Mar/aelles. 
I don’t expeii the company of any 
widow hunter, or any other that may 
be too fat and indolent for fuch an 
excursion ; and hope to pick up fome 

agreeable fellow traveller without be­
ing at the expenfe of ad vertiling.

You feel exactly as I do on the fub- 
jeft of ftate politicks. But from late 
glimpfes it is ftill to be hoped that fome 
■patriots may be difappointed in their 
favourite view of involving their coun­
try in confufion and deftrublion. As 
to the K. Bench patriot, it is hard to 
fay from what motive he publifhed 
a letter of yours, afking fome trifling 
favour of him on behalf of fomebody 
for whom the Cham of Literature, Mr. 
Johnfon, had interefted himfelf.

I have within this month publifhed. 
what I call my Mifcellanies. Though 
I admitted my operator to an equal 
(hare of profit and lofs, the publication 
has been managed in fuCh a manner 
as if there had been a combination to 
fupprefsit. Notwithftanding which, I 
am told it makes its way tolerably at 
leaft. But I have heard to day that 
fomebody is to give me a good trim­
ming very foon.

All friends here remember you 
kindly; and our little club at the 
Two Arms never fail to devote a 
bumper to you, except when they are 
in the humour of drinking none but 
fcoundrels. I /end my beft compli­
ments to Mrs. Smollett and two other 
ladies, and beg you’ll write me as foon. 
as it fuits you, and with black ink.

I am always,
My dear Dodor,

Moft affectionately yours, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG.

A Monfieur
Monfieur Smollett, gentilhomme Anglais, 
Chez Monfeur Renner, Ncgotiante, Livorne,

LETTER XI.

From Dr. Armstrong.
Rome, zdfune, 1770. 

DEAR DOCTOR,
I arrived here laft Thurfday fe’n- 

night, and fince that time have already 
leen almoft all the moft celebrated won­
ders of Rome. But I am greatly dif­
appointed in thefe matters, partly, I 
fuppofe, from' my expectation being 
foo high. But what I have feen here 
has been in fuch a hurry as to make it 
a fatigue ; befides, I havebuftled about 
amongft them neither in very good 
humour nor good health.

.[ have delayed writing, till I could 
Jay before you the plan of my future 
operations for a few weeks. I propofe

to 
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to port it to Naples about the middle of 
next week, along- with a Colonel of our 
country, who feems to be a very good- 
natured man. After having pafi'ed a 
week or ten days there, I ffiall return 
hither, and, after having vifited Tivoli 
and Trefcali, let out for Leghorn, if 
poffible in fome Ship from Civita Vec- 
chia, for I hate the lodgings upon the 
roads in this country. I don’t expect 
to be happy till I fee Leghorn ; and if 
I find my friend in Such health as I 
with him, or can hope for him, I Shall 
not be dilappointed in the chief plea­
sure I propol’ed myfelf in my vifit to 
Italy. As you talked of a ramble 
Somewhere to the South of France, I 
Shall be extremely happy to attend you.

I wrote to my brother from Genoa, 
and defired him to direft his anfwer to 
your care at Pita. If it comes, pleafe 
direct it with your own letter, for 
which I Shall long violently, to the 
care of Mr. Francis Barrazzi, at Rome.

I am, with my belt compliments to 
Mrs. Smollett and the reft of the ladies, 

My dear Doctor,
Your very affectionately 

JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
dl Monfeur Monfieur

Smollett, Chez Motif, 
' Renner a Li-vorne.
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LETTER XII,

From Lord Shelburn to the Duchef of 
Hamilton.

Hill Street, Tuefday, 
MADAM,

I am honoured with your Grace’s let­
ter, inclofing one from Dr. Smollett. 
It is above a year fince I was applied 
to by Dr. Smollett, through a perfbn 
whom I wifhed extremely to oblige ; 
but there were, and Still fublift, fome 
applications for the lame office of a 
nature which it will be impoffible to 
get over in favour of Mr. Smollett, 
which makes it impoffible for me to 
give him the leaft hopes of it.—I could 
not immediately recolleft what had 
paired on this Subjeft, elfe I fhould 
have had the honour to anfwei- your 
Grace’s letter Sooner.

I am,
With great truth and refpeft,

Your Grace’s moft obedient and molt 
humble Servant,

SHELBURN. 
Ducbefs of Hamilton.

CHINA.
The following Letter, from an American publication, is curious, as it contains 

the natural obfervations ofan unlearned man, on the internal prefent ftateofa 
country feldom penetrated by Europeans, and therefore very little known 
to us.

LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN TN PORTUGAL TO HIS FRIEND IN 
PARIS;

CONTAINING THE ACCOUNT OF AN ENGLISH SAILOR, WHO DESERTED IN CHINA 
FROM CAPTAIN COOK-E’s SHIP.

TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH.

sir, Lifion, May 5, 1784.
A greeably to your defire, I have 

examined the failor more parti­
cularly, and (hall now give you the 
circumftances of his ftory, with all the 
obfervations he made in the country, 
concerning which you are lb curious. 
He appears a more intelligent fellow 
than teamen in general. He fays, that 
he belonged to the Resolution, an Eng- 
liffi Ship, one of thofe that made the 
ia.lt voyage with Captain Cooke: That 

on their return, being at Macao, he and 
a comrade of his were perfuaded by a 
Portuguefe Captain, who fpoke English 
and Chinefe, to delert, in-order to go 
with him, in a brigantine, to the north- 
weftern coaft of America, to purchafe 
lea-beaver ficins from the lavages, by 
which they hoped to have made for- 
tunes : That accordingly they took a 
boat belonging to the Ihip, got affiore 
in the night, turned the boat adrift, 
and were hid by the Portuguefe Cap-

L 1 2. taih 



i6o THE E UROPEAN - MAG.AZ INE,

tain till the Refolution was gone; 
That this was in January 1780; and 
that in April foilawing they failed 
from Macao,' intending io go firft to 
a place he calls Nobky Bay, in lai. 50°: 
That they had twenty-five men, with 
eight guns, and fmall arms, for. their 
defence, and a quantity of iron wate, 
cutlery, with European and Chinefe 
toys, for trade : That about the begin­
ning of May, in a dark night, the Cap­
tain being fick in the cabin, they were 
furprifed and fuddenly boarded by two 
boats full of armed men, to the number 
of forty, who took pofleflion of the 
brigantine, no refinance being made: 
That thefe fl-rangers altered her courfe, 
and flood, as he faw by the compafs, to 

. the north-weft : That the next day the
Captain und.erftood, from a Chinefe 
among them, that they were Curry * 
Ladrones, or pirates 5 that they had 
been cruifing on the coaft of China, 
and had loft their veflel on a reef the 
night before5./nd it was explained to 
the Captain, that if he and his people 
would work the flrip, and fight upon 
occafion, they fhoiild be well ufed, 
and have a fliare of plunder, otherwife 
be thrown overboard : That all con- 
dented; and three days after they faw 
land and coafled it northward : That 
they took two Chinefe jonks, which 
were fent away fleering north eaft, 
eight men being put into each, and 
dome of the Chinefe taken out: That 
the brigantine went on to the north­
ward for four days after, without tak­
ing any thing; but running too near 
the coaft in chafe of another Chinefe, 
they fluck f .fl on a i’hoal in a failing 
tide: That they hoped to get off by 
the night flood, but were miftaken ; 
and the next morning were furrounded 
by a great many armed boats and veflels, 
which the chafe, who got in, had pro­
bably occasioned to come againft them : 
That at firft they beat off- thefe veflels ; 
but reinforcements coming, they Jaw it 
impoflible to efcape, fo fubmitted, and 
were all brought on there and commit­
ted to prifon : That a few days after 
they were taken out, and examined ; 
and the Portugciefe Captain making it 
appear that he and bis people were pri­
soners to the Ladrones, they, were re­
committed, and the Ladrones all be­
headed : That the brigantine being got 
off, was, after fome time, as he under­
lined, by an order from Court, reftored

to the Portuguese Captain, who went 
away in her with al! his people, except 
this relator and a Portuguefe lad, who, 
being both ill of the flux and likely to 
die, were heft behind in prifon. What 
became of the brigantine afterwards 
he never heard.—That they were well 
attended in their ficknek, and foon 
recovered, but were not fet at liberty : 
That the priion was a very clean, airy 
place, confiding of feveral courts and 
ranges of buildings, the whole fecurely 
walled and guarded, and governed with 
great order : That every body was 
obliged to work, but his work was 
riot Hard; it was weaving rushes upon 
hoops lor the bottoms of chairs, and 
they had fome fniall pay for them, 
which, added to the priion allowance 
of lice and cliong; was more than a 
fnfflciency ; and he thinks there are no 
fuch comfortable prifens in England, 
at leaft among thofe he had been ac­
quainted with : Fhat lie had applied 
hfinfelf to learn the Chinefe language, 
and fucceeded fo far at leal! as to under- 
ftand and make himfelf ur.derftood in 
common matters : That fome of the 
moll orderly prif me.rs were allowed to 
ailift the neighbouring country people 
in time of harvefl, under the care of 
overfeers: That he and his companions 
were from time to time made to expert, 
that orders would come from court for 
their releafe; but he fuppofesthey were 
quite forgotten. They had written 
frequently to the Catholic Miffionaries 
at Pekin, requelling their felicitations, 
but received no anfwer; and perhaps 
the prifon-kteper, who had a.profit 
on their labour, never fent their let­
ters : That after more than a year’s 
confinement, being in the country at a 
harvefl, he accidentally cut his foot 
very badly, and was left behind at a 
farmer’s houfe to be cured, the tarmer 
undertaking to return him to priion 
when recovered: That he got into 
favour in the family : That he learnt 
the farmer’s wife to make foap, which 
be underftped, it being bio father s 
trade : That he had himfelf been an 
apprentice to a fboemaker before he 
took to the fea ; and finding fome 
leather in the boule, he made himfelf, 
with fuch tools as be could get or 
make, a large fnoe for his lame foot: 
That the farmer admired the ihoe 
much above the Chinefe ftioer, and 
requefted a pair for himfelf: A hat 

* Curry, probably Corea.
he
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lie accordingly made fhoes for the 
farmer, bis wife, two fons, and a 
daughter: That he was obliged firft 
to make the lads for all of them ; and 
that it is not true that the feet of Chi­
nese women are lefs than thofe of Eng­
lish women*;  That thefe fhoes being 
admired, many inhabitants of' the 
neighbouring village defired to have 
of them; lb he was kept continu­
ally at work, the farmer, finding lea­
ther, felling the fhoes, and allowing 
him fome (hare of the profit, by which 
he got about an ounce of filver per 
week, all money being weighed there: 
That the Chineie tan their leather with 
oak chips, fawduft, and (havings, which 
are laved by the carpenters for the tan­
ners, who boil them, and fteep their 
hides in the warm liquor, fo that it is 
fooner fit for ufe: That the farmer’s 
wife began to get money by felling 
foap ; and they propofed to obtain his 
liberty, and keep him in the family, 
by giving him their daughter, when 
a Little older, for a wife, with a piece 
of land; and he believes they did pre­
vail with the jailor, by prefents, to 
connive at his flay on pretence of his 
Jamenefs.—He liked, their way of living, 
except their fometimes eating dog’s 
flefh ; their pork was excellent; the 
rice drefied various ways, all very 
good ; and the chong he grew fond 
of, and learnt to make it: they put 
kidney beans in fcak for twenty-four 
hours, then grind them in a hand- 
mill, pouring in water from time to 
time, to wrdh the meal from between 
the ftones, which falls into a tub co­
vered with a coarfe cloth, that lets the 
meal and water pafs through, retaining 
only the fktnsdf the beans ; that a very 
f’mall quantity of alum, or fome fort of 
fait put into it, makes the meal fettle to 
the bottom, when they pour off the 
water: That it is eaten various ways, 
by all torts of people, with milk, with 
meat, as thickening in broth, &c.: 
That they ufed alfo to put a little alum 
in their river water, when foul, to 
clear it for ufe, and by that means 
made it as clear as rock water, the 
dirt all fettling : Their houfe was near 
a great river, but he does not remember 
its name : That he lived in this family' 
about a year, but did not get the daugh­
ter, her grandfather refuting his con­

fent to her marriage with a.ftranger: 
That they have a fort of religion, with 
priefts and churches, but do not keep 
Sunday nor go to church, being very 
heathenifhs That in every houfe there 
is a little idol, to which they give 
thanks, make prefents, and Iheyv refpebt 
in harvelt time, but very little at other 
times : And enquiring of his mailer, 
Why he. did not go to church to pray 
as we do in Europe? he was anfwered, 
they paid the priefts to pray for them, 
that they might ftay at home to mind 
their bufinefs, and that it would be 
a folly to pay others for praying, and 
then go and do the praying them- 
felves; and that, the more work they 
did while the priefts prayed, the better 
able they were to pay them well for 
praying : That they have horfes, but 
not many ; the breed fmall, but ftrong, 
kept chiefly for war, and not ufed in. 
labour, nor to draw carriages: That 
oxen are ufed, but the chief of the 
labour is done by men, not only in the 
fields, but on the roads ; travellers 
being carried from town to town in 
bamboo chairs by hired chairmen, 
throughout the country, and goods 
alfo, either hanging on poles between 
two and fometimes four men, or in 
wheelbarrows, they having no coaches, 
carts, or waggons, and the roads being 
paved with flat ftones. They fay, that 
their great Father (fo they call the 
Emperor) forbids the keeping of horfes, 
becaufe he bad rather have his country 
filled with hiscbildren than wit h brutes, 
and one hori'e requires as much ground 
to produce him food, as would feed fix 
men ; yet. fome great people obtain 
leave to keep one horfe for pleasure; 
That the mafter having a farm left 
to him by a deceafed relation in a 
diftant part of the country, fold the 
land he lived on, and went with the 
whole family to take pofleflion and 
live on the other : That they embarked 
in one of the boats that carry fea-fiili 
into the heart of the empire, which are 
kept frefn even in hot weather, by 
being packed in great hampers with 
layers of ice and itraw, agd repacked 
every two or three days, 'with freih ice 
taken at ice-houfeson the way; That 
they had been ten days on their voy­
age, when they arrived at the new 
farm, going up always againft the

Our former accounts, perhaps, refpefled only women of falhion ; thefe were 
country women, with whole feet the fame pains to pinch them into a fmall conipal» 
might not have been taken.

flream;
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Ft ream ♦ That the owner of the boat 
finding him handy and ftrong in row­
ing and working her, and one of the 
hands falling tick, perfuaded him to go 
fifteen days farther, promising him 
great pay, and to bring him back to 
the family j butthat having unloaded 
the fid), the Chinefe went off with his 
boat in the night, leaving him behind 
without paying him : That there is a 
great deal ofcheating in China, and no 
remedy : That ftealing, robbing, and 
houfe-breaking, are punifhed feverely, 
but cheating is free there, in every 
thing, as cheating in horfes is among 
the gentlemen in Englands That meet­
ing at that place with a boat bound 
towards Canton in a canal, he thought 
it might be a means of efcaping out of 
that country, if he went in her, fo he 
(hipped himfelf to work for his paf- 
fage, though it was with regret he left 
for ever the kind family he had fo long 
lived with : Thair.fter twenty-fix days’ 
voyage on the canal, the boat flopping 
at a little town, he went afhoie, and 
walked about to look at it, and buy 
fome tobacco; and in returning he 
was Hopped, taken up, examined, and 
fent away under a guard acrofs the 
country to a Mandarin, diftant two 
days’journey : That here he found the 
lingo fomewhat different, and could 
not make himfelf fo well underfiood : 
That he was kept a month in prifon 
before the Mandarin had leifure to exa­
mine him : That having given a true 
account of himfelf, as well as he could, 
the Mandarin let him at liberty, but 
advjl'ed him to wait the departure of 
fome perlons for Canton, with whom 
be propoied to fend him as a (hip- 
wrecked llranger, at the Emperor’s ex­
pense ; That in the mean time he 
worked in the Mandarin’s garden, and 
converted with the common people. 
He does not recollect the name of the 
province, but fays it was one of the 
tea countries ; and that befides the true 
tea, they made a vaft deal of counter­
feit tea, which they packed up in boxes, 
fome mixed with good tea, but moftly 
pnmixed, and lent it awy to different 
fca-ports for the fupply of foreign 
countries: That he obferved they 
made ordinary tea of almoft any kind 
of leaves ; a great deal of the leaves of 
fweet potatoes, which they cut into 
form by .Kamps, and have the art of 
giving fdch colour and taffe as they 
judge proper. When he (poke of this 
praxice as a fraud, they faid there was 

no harm in it, for Grangers liked the 
falfe tea as well or better than the true, 
and that it was impolfible to load with 
true tea all the (hips that came for it; 
China could not furnifh fuch a quan­
tity; and if the demand went on in- 
creaiing as it had done for fome years 
pad, all the leaves of all the trees in the 
country would not be fufficieht to 
anfwer it. This tea was fold cheap, 
as he underftood, twenty catty of it 
(a catty is near one pound) for about 
an ounce of filver. They did not drink 
it themfelves, but faid it was not un- 
wholefome if drank moderately : That 
after fome time he fet out in the train of 
feven merchants for Canton, with a 
paifport from the Mandarin, going 
partly by land, but chiefly by water in 
canals; That they flopped a week in a 
part of the country where a great deal 
of China ware is made ; that many 
farmers had little furnaces in fome
out-houfes, where they worked at lei- 
fure times, and made, fome nothing 
but tea-cups, others nothing but fau­
cets, &c., which they fold to country 
(hopkeepers, who collected quantities 
for the merchants. The wa.-e is very 
cheap. He could have bought a dozen 
pretty cups and faucers for as much 
filver as is in an Engliih half-crown. 
He fays it is not true that they have 
large wheel carriages in China driven 
by the wind; at leail he never faw nor 
heard of any fuch ; but that the wheel­
barrow porters indeed, when palling 
fome great open countries, do fome-. 
times, if the wind is fair, fpread a thin 
cotton fail, fupported by a light bam­
boo matt, which they flick up on their 
wheelbarrow’s, and it helps them along ; 
that he once faw a fleet of near three
hundred fail of thole wheelbarrows, 
each with a double wheel : That when 
he arrived at Canton, he did not make 
himfelf known to the Engliih there, 
but got down as foon as he could to 
Macao, hoping to meet with his Portu- 
guefe Captain, but he had never re­
turned : That he worked there in rig­
ging of veflels, till he had an opportu­
nity of coming home to Europe ; and 
hearing on his arrival here, from an 
old comrade in the packet, that his 
fweetheart is married, and that the 
Resolution and Endeavour got home, 
he will decline going to England yer 
awhile, fearing he may be punifned for 
carrying off the boat ; therefore he 
has (hipped himfelf,-as I wrote you
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He was between three and four years 
in China.—This is the fubftance of 
what I got from him, and nearly as 
he related it. He gave me the names 

of fome places ; but I found them 
hard to remember, and cannot recol­
lect them.

I am, Sir, &c. &c.

DEATH OF DR. PRIESTLEY.

Extrafl from a Letter from Thomas 
Cooper, Efij. of Northumberland, to 
fames IVoodhdsfe, Prof for of Chemitlry 
in the Unvuerjity of PeimfyFuarda, dated 
Feb. 6.

C£ Vour. old friend, Dr. Prieftley, died
-*■  this morning without pain, at 

eleven o’clock. He would have been 
feventy-one had he lived till the 24th 
of next month. He continued com- 
pofed, and cheerful, to the end. He 
had been apprifed of iiis difiblution for 
fome days.”

Dr. Priestlev— Extrafl from a Com­
munication in the Philadelphia Gazette.

il Since his illnefs at Philadelphia, in 
the year i8oj, he never regained his 
former good hate of health. His com­
plaint was conitant indigeflion, and a 
difficulty of fwallowing food of any 
kind. But during this period of ge­
neral debility, he was buffly employed 
in printing his church hillory, and the 
firlt volume of his notes on the fcrip- 
tures, and in making new and original 
experiments. During this period, like- 
wife, he wrote his pamphlet of Je’fus 
and Socrates compared, and reprinted 
his Eflay on Phlogifton.

“ From about the beginning of 
November 1803, to the middle of 
January 1804, his complaint grew 
more ferious; yet, by judicious medi­
cal treatment, and Ifrict attention to 
diet, he, after fome time, feemed, if 
not gaining ftrength, at lead not get­
ting worfe; and h's friends fondly 
hoped that his health would continue 
to improve as the leafon advanced. 
He, however, confldered his life as 
Very precarious. Even at this time, 
befides his nnfcellanedus reading, 
which was at all times very extenfive, 
he read through ail the works quoted 
in his “ Comparifon of the different 
Syftems of the Grecian Philofophers 
with Chriftianitv,” compofed that 
work, and transcribed the whole of it, 
in lets than three months; io that he 
has left it ready for the prefs. During 
this period, he compofed, in one day, 
his bqpond Reply to pr. Linn.

“ In the laft fortnight of January, 
bis fits of indigeltion became more 
alarming, his legs fwelled, and his 
weaknefs increafed. Within two days 
of his death, he became fo weak that he 
could walk but a little way, and that 
with great difficulty 5 for fome time he 
found himfelf unable to fpeak ; but, on 
recovering a little, he told his friends 
that he had never felt more pleasantly 
during his whole life-time, than during 
the time he was unable to fpeak. He 
was fully fenfible that he had not long 
to live;j yet talked with cheerfulnefs 
to all who called on him. In the 
courfe of the day, he exprefled his 
thankfulnefs at being permitted to die 
quietly, in his family, without pain, 
and with every convenience and com­
fort that he could with for. He dwelt 
upon the peculiarly happy fituation. 
in which it had pleafed the Divine 
Being to place him in life, and the 
great advantage he had enjoyed in the 
acquaintance and friendship of fome of 
the belt and wifefl: of men in the age in 
which he lived, and the fatisfa&ion he 
derived from having led an ufeful as 
well as happy life. He this day gave 
directions about printing the remain­
der of his notes on Scripture, (a work 
in the completion of which he was 
much interefted,) and looked over the 
firft fheet of the third volume, after 
it was corrected by thofe who were to 
attend to its completion, and exprefled 
his fatisfafluon: at the manner of its 
being executed.

“ On Sunday the 5th he was much 
weaker, but fat up in an arm-chair for 
a few minutes. He defired that John, 
chapter xi, might be read to him : he 
flopped the reader at the forty-fifth 
verfe $ dwelt for fome time on the ad­
vantage he had derived from reading 
the Icriptures daily, and recommended 
this practice, faying, that it would 
prove a fburce of the pureft pleafure. 
“ We Shall all (faid he) meet finally j 
we only require different degrees of 
difcipline fuited to our different tem­
pers, to prepare us for final happinefs.” 
Mr. —coming into his room, he 

faida 
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faid, “ You fee, Sir, I am ftill living.” 
Mr. -—■— obferved, “ that he would 
always live.”—“ Yes, I believe
we (hall meet again in another and a 
better world.” He faid this with great 
animation, laying hold of Mr.-------- ’s

■ hand in both his own. After evening 
prayers, when his grand-children were 
brought to bis bed-fide, he 1'poke to 
them feparately, and exhorted them to 
continue to love each other, &c. “ I 
am going (added he) to Heep as well as 
you; for death is only a good long 
found Deep in the grave ; and we fliafi 
meet again.”
“Oh Monday morning the 6th of 

February, on being alked how he did, 
he anfwered in a faint voice, that he 
had no pain, but appeared fainting 
away gradually. About eight o’clock, 
he defired to have three pamphlets 
which had been looked out by his direc­
tions the evening before. He then dic­

tated, as clearly and diflin&Jy as he had 
ever done in his life, the additions and 
alterations which he w’iftied to have 
made in each. M----- took down the
fubftanc'e of what be faid, which was 
read to him. He obferved, “ Sir, you 
have put in your own language; I 
with it to be mine." Me then repeated 
over again, nearly word for word, what 
he had before faid; and when it was 
tranferibed, and read over to him, he 
faid, “ That is right, I have now 
done,”

“ About, half an hour after he defired 
that he might be removed to a cot. 
About ten minutes, after he was re­
moved to it he died ; but breathed his 
lad fo eaiily, that thofe who were fitting 
clofe to him did not immediately per­
ceive it. He had put his hand to his 
face, which prevented them from ob- 
ferving it.

“ He was born March 24, 1733.”

LEISURE AMUSEMENTS.
NUMBER XIV.

The cleaned corn that e’er was dight 
May have feme piles o’ caff in;

So ne’er a fellow mortal flight, 
For random fits o’ daffin. Burns.

rpo draw general conclufions from 
particular inftances, appears to be 

one of the molt frequent caufes of 
erroneous opinions. A particulari ad 
Kni-verfaie, non valet argumentum, is a 
maxim which, though univerfally ad­
mitted, feems not to be fo much attend­
ed to as the acknowledged veracity of 
it would deferve. Such reafoning, 
always fallacious, muff evidently bg 
peculiarly fo, when applied to the con­
duct df fuch,a fickle capricious animal 
as man. The chemiit, if he unites two 
bodies whole properties are known, 
may, wi'h fome exactnefs, predict the 
efleet, and'reafcnably expert it to be the 
fame tint took place on a former and 
fimilar experiment. But it is not fo 
wish the moral philofopher. Man, 
thebbiebf of his researches,he difeovers 
is governed by contingent circum­
stances; but this discovery will not 
always lead him to form juft conclu­
fions on his actions; for he will find 
the fame circumstances have different, 
and often oppofite efrevts. Betides, it 
is almoft impoliible that the fame aflb- 

ciation of circumftances fhall exift, 
with equal force, at different periods ; 
much lets occalion the fame emotions 
or paffions in different breafts. The 
fymptoms of fome difeafes vary ac­
cording to the peculiarities of the con- 
ftitution they attack; and why may 
not we expert fimilar variations in the 
influence of circumftances,according to 
the peculiarities of mind ?
“ There’s feme peculiar in each leaf and 

grain;
Seme unmark’d fibre, or feme varying 

vein :
Shall only man be taken in the grofs ? 
Grant but as many forts of mind as mo-fs. 
That tach from other differs, firft confels ; 
Next, that he varies from himlelf no lefs : 
Add Nature’s, Cullom's, Realbn’s, Paf- 

fion’s ftrife,
And all Opinion’s colours caft on life.”

From what I have faid, I do not mean 
it to be underftood, that I condemn, 
as futile, all general conclufions on 
human nature ; but I think, that to be 
produflivc of any advantage, they mutt

1 " " aril© 
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strife from the experience of years, and 
even then prove Ihmetimes erroneous. 
Thus we know, from the experienceof 
ages, tome of the effefts of ambition 
and love 5 yet how often do we perceive 
effefts arife from thefe paffions, which 
not even the prefcience derived from 
our well eftablithed oblervations could 
lead us to fufpeft.

But I am faying more on this fubjeft 
than is neceflary to my purpofe, and in­
deed, perhaps,more than modefty would 
warrant, as it has already employed the 
pens of writers who poffeffed more pe­
netration, and better opportunities of 
ftudying human nature. To draw, 
then, my wandering oblervations to a 
focus, I ffiall repeat the (entiment they 
have been adduced to fupport, namely, 
that it is difficult to determine the true 
caufe of human error, and that general 
conciufions, drawn from particular in- 
ftances, mult often prove fallacious.

To this fource of error I attribute 
an opinion, which has obtained very 
general fupport, that irregularity of 
conduft, irrefolution, and a difregard 
for prudence and decorum, are, in 
fame degree, infeparable from a genius 
for poetical compofition. This fenti- 
rnent is thought by many incontro­
vertible ; and the examples of Savage, 
Otway, and Burns, are produced as 
inftances, in which it has had the 
powerful fupport of experience. But 
let us examine the arguments on which 
it is founded, and, I think, we (hall dip- 
cover them not to be the moft fatil- 
faftory or conclufive.

On viewing the charafters of the 
moft fublime matters of the poetic art, 
we perceive a relined fenfibility to be 
the molt diftinguifliing feature. That 
this excels of fenfibility may, in forne 
degree, tend to unfit the mind for the 
exertion neceflary to fucceed in ac­
quiring wealth, I (hall not attempt, 
altogether, to deny ; although its - 
power, even in that refpeft, I will 
not allow to be fb extenfive as forne. 
But I am very far from thinking the 
many errors in the lives of a Savage 
ora Burns can be attributed, with any 
truth, to that fource. The deviations 
from propriety in the lives of thofe 
great but unfortunate men, I am rather 
of opinion, were occafioned by the bad 
habits they contracted in the perilous 
and infectious path of life through 
which they were deftined to journey. 
The earlier part of their lives betrayed
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no marks of irrefolution; on the con­
trary, they both, but particularly 
Savage, difplayed considerable intrepi­
dity of charafter. How few are there, 
among thofe who are not poets, that 
could undergo fuch fevere trials with 
equal fortitude ? Place a mathematician 
in the fame (ituation ; let him be edu­
cated under firnilar disadvantages; let 
him enter the world unadmoniflied, 
unwarned of the dangers which fur­
round him; let him be expofed to 
15 nilar temptations; and, there are 
ftrong reafons to believe, he would 
not behave with much more pro­
priety. In fliort, we may attribute, 
with forne plaufibility, the indolence 
of Shenftofie and Gray to this refined 
fenfibility, which might incapacitate 
them for bufinels ; and even their cafes 
I am tempted to confider lingular ; but 
a total neglect of economy or common 
prudence, I think an error for which 
we mutt look to other caufes.

But fuppofe we fail in difcovering 
another fource for this imprudence,- 
ttill I fee many arguments againft be­
lieving it connefted with any of thofe 
Angularities of mind which are fuppofed 
the moft confonant to a genius for poe­
try, or which form what has been called 
the temperament of genius. If every 
perfon whofe life difplayed deviations 
from propriety were poets; cr if the 
reverfe were true, and every poet 
guilty of imprudence ; we then might 
reafonably fufpeft forne connexion be­
tween the two: but, on the contrary, 
we find both thefe fuppofitions un­
founded. As we fee from every day’s 
experience, that the majority of the im­
prudent are men of weak minds, it 
confequently requires but a little recol­
lection to contradict the firft hypothe- 
fis; and we have only to extend our 
recolleftion a little farther, to be as 
fully fatisfied as to the fallacy of the 
fecond. Can any one fay economy 
and ftrift regularity of conduct are 
inconfittent with poetical genius, when 
there are the examples of a Shakfpeare, 
a Milton, a Dryden, and a Pope, to 
contradift the affection ? Indeed, there 
are among all our firft-rate poets but 
two or three who can be laid, in the 
leaft, to fupport fuch an idea ; and it 
would not be difficult to prove, their 
errors proceeded from accidental cir- 
cumftances, or other defefts, which, it 
is too well known, are not confined to 
any particular elate of mankind.

There
M m
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There are not wanting inftances of 
poets who have even difplayed talents 
for an aftive life, and who have ac­
quired wealth and honours by their 
induftry and economy; thofe two qua­
lities which are confidered fo jtdverfe. 
to poetry. In the reign of Queen 
Anne, was not much of the public 
bufinefs tranfafted by poets ? Was 
Prior confidered an inactive negoci- 
ator ? And, to go to earlier periods, 
Was Spenfer incapable of bufinefs ? 
I know Addifon may be produced as 
an example to the contrary; but al­
though he was unlit for public employ­
ment, no one ever accufed him of not 
being an economift. To conclude thefe 
examples, Was not the modeft and in 
genious Dod Iley both a good poet and 
aftive bookfeiler ? In mentioning. him 
laft, fome may fuppofe me guilty of an 
anti-climax ; but, though loweft in the 
vulgar fcale of rank, be was equal to 
any in worth; and his example is the 
moft applicable to fupport my argu­
ment.

As to the poverty of the poets, which 
fome may think a prefumptive proof of 
their imprudence, in a great meafure, 
it is a fiftion of their own ; for proba­
bly as-many of them acquire wealth as 
of any other ciafs of literary men ; or 
if there is really fome difference, it 
may arife from the public tafte re- 
fpefting poetry being more capricious. 
Men of letters, whether they be verfe- 
meh or profe-men, are very feldom 
qualified fpr obtaining wealth. They 
have not fufficient impudence to force 
themfelves forward in the more public 
paths of ambition and riches ; and yet, 
confcious of fuperior talents and know­
ledge, they will not cringe to thofe 
who, though really inferiors, have it 
in their power to fupply that defi­
ciency of impudence by their patron­
age. Thus, if they are not fo fortu­
nate as to ppfiefg a knowledge of fome 
profeliion, by which, with induftry, 
they may procure a fubfilcence, they 
are compelled to have recourfe to 
the productions of their genius ; and 
an income thus derived, it is well 
known, is of a very precarious nature. 
Their companions arc chofen from 
among the well educated and more 
jefpeftable part of fociety; and thus 
they are often led into luperfluoi s 
expenfes, which they have no way 
to avoid, bu-t by relinquithing the 
pleafure of afibciating with their equals.

This laft circumftance muft operate 
more powerfully on the poet, whole 
company has the moft charms, is molt 
courted, and whofe valuable and en­
dearing talents procure him admittance 
into the moft fplendid circles of tafte.

It muft be allowed, imprudence is 
not incompatible with poetical genius ; 
but becaufe one or two poets have, by 
their behaviour, forced us to acknow­
ledge this, it is certainly wrong to ex­
tend the obfervation to the whole, or, 
which is much the fame, fuppofe im­
prudence connected with the poetical 
charafter. Medicine, hiftory, painting, 
mathematics, in fhort every art or 
fcignce, has imprudent charafters 
among its votaries; and arguing in 
this falfe way, imprudence muft be 
connefted with a genius for every art 
or fcience. Nothing can be more ab- 
fiird.

Were I to form any general obferva- 
tion from confidering the lives of the 
poets, it fliould be, that the majority 
were men of amiable difpofitions. This 
remark is not formed on a few in- 

.fiances, but from confidering the cha­
racters of the whole, of whatever age 
or whatever country. Failings they 
undoubtedly are not entirely exempt 
from, any more than their fellow-men ; 
but impartiality muft declare, that 
“ even their failings lean on virtue’s 
fide,” and that there are fewer devia­
tions from moral reftitude o'ofervable 
in their lives than in thofe of any other 
ciafs of men whatever.

Thus have I endeavoured to become 
the apologift of the poetical character, 
although my abilities are far from 
qualifying me to perform fuch a part. 
That deficiency of talent may, how­
ever, have fome advantages. None 
will fufpeft me of a fellow-feeling. 
What I write will be confidered impar­
tial ; and I flatter myfelf my argu­
ments, if they do not completely, will 
tend, in fbme degree, to invalidate the 
truth of the following fentiment, from 
Siienftone, with whiph I fball con­
clude;
“ Poet and rich I ’tis folepifm extreme ’. 
’Tis heighten’d contradiilion! in hi^ 

frame,
In ev’ry nerve and fibre of his foul, 
The latent feeds and principles of want 
Has Nature wove, and fate confirm’d the 

clue.
April 14, 1804, HERANIQ*
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NATURAL HISTORY OF THE LAND SALAMANDER.
BY THE COUNT DE LA CEPEDE.

TT would appear that the more remote 
“■ the objefts of human curiofity are, 
the more man delights in attributing to 
them wonderful qualities, or at lead in 
exaggerating thofe which beings, fel- 
dom thoroughly known, in reality pof- 
fefs. The imagination, as one may 
fay, from time to time, requires to be 
ftimulated with wonders ; man wifhes 
to give full fcope to his belief, and he 
thinks he does not enjoy it with fuf- 
ficient freedom when he fubjefts it to 
the laws of reafon ; he imaginesdhat to 
ufe it he muft carry it to the greateft 
excefs, and does not confider himlelf 
as really mailer of it, unlefs when he 
capriciously refufes it to truth, or grants 
it to accounts of the moft chimerical 
beings. Man cannot exercife this em­
pire of faritafy but when the light of 
truth fliines from a diftance upon the 
objects of this arbitrary belief; but 
when fpace, time, or their nature sepa­
rate them from us ; and for this reafon, 
among ail clafles of animals, there is per­
haps none which has given rife to more 
fables than that of lizards. We have 
feen properties as abfurd as imaginary 
afcribed to feveral fpecies of oviparous 
quadrupedes; but human imagination 
deems to have furpafled itfelf in the 
Salamander, which has been thought to 
be endowed with the moft marvellous 
qualities. Whilft the hardeft bodies 
cannot refift the violence of fire, the 
world have endeavoured to make us 
believe that a fmall lizard can not only 
withftand the flames, but even extin- 
guifli them. As agreeable fables rea­
dily gain belief, every one has been 
eager to adopt that of a fmall animal, 
fo highly privileged, fo fuperibr to the 
moft powerful agent in nature, and 
which could furnifh. fo many objects of 
comparifon to poetry, fo many pretty 
emblems to love, apd fo many-brilliant 
devices to valour. The ancients be­
lieved this property of the Salamander, 
wifhing that its origin might be as fur- 
prifing as its power ; and being defir- 
uus of realifing the ingenious fiftions 
of the poets, they have pretended that 
it owes its exifterice to the pureft of 
elements, which cannot con.fu.me it, 
and they have called it the daughter of 
fire*,  giving it however a body of ice. 
The moderns have followed the ridicu­

* Conrad Gefner de quadrupedibus oviparis, de falamandra, p. 79. 
f Memoirs refpevling the-Hiflory of Animals, article Salamander.

M m a Vppn.

lous tales of the ancients, and as it is 
difficult to ftqp when one has palled the 
bounds of probability, fome have gone 
fo far as to think that the moft violent 
fire could be extinguilhed by the Land 
Salamander. Quacks fold this finall 
lizard, affirming, that when, thrown into 
the greateft conflagration, it would 
check its progfe. s. It was very necef- 
fary that philofophers and naturaKfts 
fhouid take the trouble to prove, by 
faffs, what reafon alone might have 
demonitrated; and it wrs not till after 
the light of fcience was diffufed abroad, 
that the world gave over believingia 
this wonderful oroperty of the falam,an- 
der.

This lizard, which is found in fo 
many countries of the ancient world> 
and even in very high ’latitudes, has 
been, however, very little noticed, be- 
caufe it is feldom feen out of its hole, 
and becaufe for a, long time it has in- 
fpired much terror. Even Ariftotle 
fpeaks of it as of an animal with which 
he was fcarcely acquainted.

It is eafy to diltinguiih this lizard 
from all others, by the particular con­
formation of its fore feet, which have 
only four toes, while thofe behind have 
five. One of the largfeftof this i secies, 
preferved in the king’s cabinet, is seven 
inches five lines in length, from the 
end of the muzzle to the root of the 
tail, which is three inches eight lines. 
The fkin does not appear to be covered 
with fcales, but it. is furniftied with a 
number ofexcrefcences, like,teats, con­

taining a great many holes, feveral of 
which may be very plainly diftinguifli- 
ed by the naked eye, and through which, 
a kind of milk oozes, that generally 
fpreads itfelf in fuch a manner as to 
form a tranfparentcoat of varnifli above 
the fkin of this oviparous quadruped, 
naturally dry.

The eyes of the falamander are placed 
in the upper part of the head, which is 
a little flatted ; their orbit projects into 
the interior part of the palate, and is 
there almoft furrounded by a row of 
very fmall teeth, like thofe in the jaw 
bones j-: thefe teeth eftablifh a near 
relation between lizards and fifties5 
many fpecies of which have alfo feveral 
teeth placed in the bottom of the mouth. 
The colour of this lizard is very dark j 
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upon the belly it has a bluifh call, in­
termixed with pretty large irregular 
yellow fpots, which extend over the 
whole body, and even to the feet and 
eye-lids; feme of thefe fpots are be- 
fprinkled with fmall black fpecks ; and 
thole which are upon the back often 
touch, without interruption, and form 
two long yellow bands. From the 
figure of thefe fpots, the falamander has 
got the name of Jlellio, as well as the 
green lizard, or real ftellio ; and the 
geckotte, or lacerta mauritanica. The 
colour of the land falamander muff, 
however, be fubjedt to vary; and it ap­
pears that fome are found in the inarfhy 
forefls of Germany, which are quite 
black above and yellow below*.  To 
this variety we mult refer the black 
falamander, found by Mr. Laurenti, in 
the Alps, which he confidered as a dif- 
tinft fpecies, and which appeared topae 
to have too near a refemblance to the 
common falamander to be feparated 
from it f.

The tail, which is almoft cylindrical, 
■appears to be feparated into different 
divifions, by circular rings compofed of 
a very foft fubltance.

The land Salamander has no ribs— 
neither have frogs, to which it has a 
great refemblance in the general form 
of the anterior part of its body. When 
touched, it fuddenly covers itfelf with 
that kind of coat of which we have 
fpoken, and it can al fb very rapidly 
change its fkin from a Rate of humidity 
to a hate of drynefs. The milk which 
iffues from the fmall holes in its furface 
is very acrid ; when put upon the 
tongue, one feels as it were a kind of 
fear at the part which it touches. This 
milk, which is confidered as an excel­
lent fubftance for taking off hair, has 
fome refemblance to that which diftils 
from thofe plants called efula and eu- 
phorbium. When the falamander is 
crufhed, or when it is only prefled, it ex­
hales a bad fmell, which is peculiar to it.

Land1 falamanders are fond of cold 
damp places, thick fhades, tufted woods, 
or high mountains, and the banks of 
ftreams that run through meadows; 
they fometimes,retire in great numbers 
to hollow trees, hedges, and below old 
rotten frumps; and they pafs the winter 
in places of high latitude, in a kind of 
borrows, where they are found colledied, 
feveral of them being joined and twilt­
ed together. The falamander being 

deftitute of claws, having only four 
toes on each of the fore feet, and no 
advantage of conformation making tip 
its deficiencies, its manner of living 
muff, as is indeed the cafe, be very 
different from that of other lizards, it 
walks very flowly; far from being able 
to climb trees with rapidity, it often 
appears to drag itfelf with great diffi­
culty along the furface of the earth. It 
feldom goes far from the place of (bel­
ter which it has fixed on ; it pafles its 
life under the earth, often at the bot­
tom of old walls during fummer; it 
dreads the heat of the fun, which would 
dry it, and it is commonly only when 
rain is about to fall, that it comes forth 
from its fecret afylum, as if by a kind, 
ofneceflity, to bathe itfelf, and to im- 
bibean element to which, it is analogous. 
Perhaps it finds then with greatelf fa­
cility thofe infefts on which it feeds. It 
lives upon flies, beetles, fnails, and 
earth worms; when it repofes, it rolls 
up its body in feveral folds like fer- 
pents. It can remain feme time in the 
water without danger, and it calls a. 
very thin pellicle of a greenith grey 
colour. Salamanders have even been, 
kept more than fix months in the water 
of a well, without giving them any 
food; care only was taken to change 
the water often.

It has been remarked, that every time 
a land falamander is plunged into the 
water, it attempts to raife its noftrils 
above the furface, as if to feek for air, 
which is a new proof of the need that 
all oviparous quadrupeds have to 
breathe, during the time they are not 
in a Rate of torpor. The land falaman­
der has apparently no ears, and in this 
it refembles ferpents. It has even been 
pretended, that it does not hear, and 
on this account it has got the name of 
fourd, in fome provinces of France. 
This is very probable, as it has never 
been heard to utter any cry, and filence 
in general is coupled with deafnefs.

Having then perhaps one fenfe.lefs 
than other animals, and being deprived 
of the faculty of communicating its 
fenfations to thofe of the fame species, 
even by irnperfeft founds, it mult be 
reduced to a much inferior of inihifet; 
it is therefore very ftupid, and not bold, 
as has been reported ; it does not brave 
danger, as is pretended, but it does not 
perceive it. Whatever geftures one 
makes to frighten it, it always advances 

-*  Matthiolus.
f Salamandraatra Laurenti Specimen Medicum. Viennae, 1768, p. 179.

without
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wifhont turning afide.; however, as no 
animal is deprived of that fentiment 
neceffary for its preservation, it Sud­
denly comprefles its fkin, as is laid, 
when tormented, and Spurts forth upon 
thole who attack it that corrofive milk 
which is under it. If beat, it begins to 
raile its tail ; afterwards it becomes 
niotionlefs, as if Sunned by a kind of- 
paralytic ftioke, for we mult not, with 
ibme naturalists, afcribe to an animal 
fo devoid of inftinft, fo much art and 
cunning as to counterfeit death. In 
Short, it is difficult to kill it; but when 
dipped in vinegar, or Surrounded with 
fait reduced to powder, it expires in 
convulfions, as is the cafe with feveral 
other lizards and worms.

It feems one cannot allow a being a 
chimerical quality, without refuting it 
at the fame time a real property., The 
cold falamander has been considered as 
an animal endued with the miraculous 
power of refilling and even of extin­
guishing fire, but at the fame time it has 
been debated as much as elevated by 
this fingular property. It has been 
made the moll fatal of animals ; the an­
cients, and even Pliny, have devoted it 
to a kind of anathema, by affi rming that 
its poifon is the molt dangerous of all. 
They have written, that infecting with 
its. poifon alrnoft all the vegetables of 
a large country, it might caule the de- 
ftruftion of whole nations. The moderns 
alfo for a long time believed the fala­
mander to be very poifonous ; they 
have faid, that its bite is mortal, like 
that of the viper; they have fought out 
and prel’cribed remedies for it; but 
they have at length had recourfe to ob- 
fervations, by which they ought to have 
begun. The famous Bacon wished 
naturalifls would endeavour to ascer­
tain the truth refpefting the poifon of 
the falamander. Gefner proved by ex­
periments, that it did not bite, what­
ever means were ufed to irritate it, and 
Wurfbainus fhewed that it might fafely 
be touched, and that one might without 
danger drink the water of thofe wells 
■which it inhabited. Mr. de Mauper­
tuis ftudied alfo the nature of this 
lizard. In making researches to dif- 
cover what might be its pretended poi­
fon, he demonstrated experimentally, 
that fire afted upon the Salamander in 
the fame manner as upon all other ani­
mals. He remarked, that it was Scarcely 
upon the fire, when it appeared to be 
covered with the drops of its milk, 
which, ratified by the heat, Mixed 

through all the 'pores of its skin, but ia 
greater quantity from the head and 
dugs, and that it immediately became 
hard.. It is needlefs to fay, that this 
milk is not fufficiently abundant to ex­
tinguish even the fmalleft fire.

Mr. de Maupertuis, in the conrfe of 
his experiments, in vain irritated feve­
ral falamanders, none of them ever 
opened its mouth ; he was obliged to 
open it by force.

As the teeth of this lizard are very 
fmail, it was very difficult to find an 
animal with a Skm fufficiently fine to be 
penetrated by them: he tried without 
fuccels to force them into the fiefli of a 
chicken ftripped of its feathers; he in 
vain prefled them againlt the Skin, they 
were difplaced, but they could not en­
ter. He, however, made a falamander 
bite the thigh of a chicken, after he had 
taken off a fmail part of the ficin. He 
made Salamanders newly caught,. bite 
alfo the tongue and lips of a dog, as 
well as the tongue of a turkey, but 
none of thefe animals received thelealt 
injury. Mr. de Maupertuis afterwards 
made a dog and a turkey fwallow fala­
manders whole, or cut into pieces, and 
yet neither of them appeared to be fen- 
fible of the leaft uneafinels.

Mr.Laurenti Since made experiments 
with the fame view ; he forced grey 
lizards to fwallow the milk proceeding; 
from the falamander, and they died very 
fuddenly. The milk, therefore, of the 
falamander taken internally may hurt, 
and even be fatal to certain animals, 
efpecially thofe which are fmail, but it 
does nor appear to be hurtful to large 
animals.

It was long believed that thefalaman- 
der was of no fex, and that each indi­
vidual had the power of engendering its 
like, as Several fpecies of worms. This 
is hot the molt abfurd fable, which has 
been imagined with refpeft to the fala­
mander; but if the manner in which 
they come into the world is not fo mar­
vellous as has been written, it is re­
markable in this, that it differs from that 
in which all other lizards are brought 
forth, as it is analogous, to that in 
which the chalcide and the feps, as well 
as vipers, and feveral kinds of ferpents, 
are produced. On this account the 
falamander merit s the atten tion of natu- 
ralilts, much more tjjan on the falfearid 
brilliant reputation which it has fo long 
enjoyed. Mr. de Maupertuis, having 
opened feme falamanders, found eggs 
in them, and at the fame time, force 

young
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young perfectly formed} the eggs were 
divided into two long bunches like 
grapes, and the young w$re enclofed 
in two tranfparent bags; they were 
equally well formed as the old ones, and 
much more adtive. The falamander, 
therefore, brings forth young from an 
egg hatched in its belly, as the viper. 
Tut fome have written, that, like the 
aquatic falamander, it lays elliptic eggs, 
from which are hatched young falaman- 
ders, under the form of tadpoles. We 
liave often verified the firft faft, which 
lias been well known for fome time, 
but we have not had an opportunity of 
proving the fecond. It would be mat­
ter of fome importance to afcertain that 
the lame quadruped producesits young 
in fome meafure two different ways; 
that there are eggs which the female 
lays, and other's, the foetus of which 
comes forth in the belly of the falaman­
der, to remain afterwards enclofed with 
other fcetufes in a kind of tranfparent 
membrane, until the moment in which 
it is brought into the world. Were 
this the cafe, it would be neceffary to 
diffeft falamanders at different periods 
very near one another, from the time 
of their coupling, until that when they 
bring forth their young; one might 
carefully trace the fucceflive increafe of 
the young till they were perfectly form­
ed, and compare them with the growth 
of thofe which are hatched from the 
egg, out of the mother’s belly, &c. 
However this may be, the female fala­
mander brings forth young perfectly 
formed, and her fecundity is very great; 
naturalills have long written, that fhe 
has forty or fifty at one time, and Mr. 
de Maupertuis found 42 young ones in 
the body of a female falamander, and 
54. in another.

The young falamanders are generally

of a black colour, almoft without fpotsf 
and this colour they preferve fometimes 
during their whole lives in certain 
countries, where they have been taken, 
for a diftinft fpecies, as we have faid. 
Mr. Tumberg has given, in the me­
moirs of the Academy of Sweden, 
the defcription of a lizard, which he 

• calls the Japanefe lizard, and which ap­
pears not to differ from our falamander, 
but in the arrangement of its colours. 
This animal is airaoft black, with feve- 
ral whitifh and irregular fpots, both on 
the upper part of the body, and below 
the paws; on the back there is a ftripe 
of dirty white, which becomes nar­
rower to the point of the tail. This 
whitilh ftripe is interfperfed with very 
fraall fpecks which form the diltin- 
guifhing charafteriftic of our land fa­
lamander. We are of opinion there­
fore, that we may confider this Japanefe 
lizard, defcribed by Mr. Tumberg, as 
a variety of the fpecies of our land fa­
lamander, modified a little, perhaps, by 
the climate of Japan. It is in the lar­
ger!: ifland of that empire, named Niphon, 
that this variety is found. It inhabits 
the mountains there and rocky places, 
which indicates that its nature is like 
that of our land falamander, and con­
firms our conjectures refpedting the 
identity of the fpecies of theie two ani­
mals. The Japanefe attribute to it the 
fame properties with which the feinque 
has been long thought to be endowed, 
and which in Europe have been at­
tributed alfo to the flat-tailed falaman­
der; they confider it as a powerful 
ftimulant and a very active remedy, 
and on this account, in the neighbour­
hood of Jedo, a number of theie Jap?.- 
nefe falamanders may be feen dried, 
hanging from the ceiling of the (hops.
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thing unobferved or imperfectly re­
lated, or feme new objeft or fubjeft 
worthy of notice, which has prefented 
itfelf to the iateft vifitor, and may com­
municate both information and delight 
to the well-difpofed reader, who, in 
tranquil, domeltic eafe, by his fire-lide, 
takes a pleasure in traverfing remote 
regions, borne on the wings of ima­
gination, without the fatigue, expenfe, 
and corporeal agitation of being trans­
ported by land or water to the refpeCt- 
ive refidences of the people with whom 
he is made converfant by the magic 
wand : the pen of the Author.

Such exaCHy is the cafe of the work 
before us 5 we have heard, we have 
read, again and again, of Hamburg, 
Bremen, Amfterdam, the Hague, Ant­
werp, Lille, and other cities of France, 
but above all of that once-boafted won­
der of the modern world, Paris, the 
capital of France5 and yet, to ufe the 
words of Mr. 'Pratt, after the molt 
plentiful harveft, we find “ Literary 
Gleanings” in the laft refearches, am­
ply rewarding the labour of collecting 
them.

The Author is no Stranger at home, 
having often entertained his country­
men with dramatic productions, origi­
nals and tranflations, and other literary 
labours, which have met with general 
approbation ; his reputation in the re­
public of letters thus eftablifhed, en­
titled him to confiderable credit for 
any future publication, and we have 
not been difappointed in the perufal 
of the volumes now before us: the 
principal fubjeCt of them, as the Au­
thor declares, is the City of Paris, the 
manners of its inhabitants, and the 
marks by which they aie diftinguiftied 
from thofe of other cities and. other 
nations. But why, it will be alked, 
all this attention, this repeated inquiry 
and inveftigation concerning the de­
graded inhabitants of a city under the 
dominion of a foreign Ufurper, who 
has changed their former habits and 
cuftoms, ‘f and turned their belt ener­
gies into the deftruCtive channel of 
ambition, generating war, and fpread- 
jng deftruCtion, when they ought to 
have been io potent in the promulga­
tion of the arts of beneficent indultry, 
the humanizing efforts of benevolence, 
and the eternal principles of juftice, cm 
the bafis of which every thing that is 
good mult be eftablifhed ?” And whence 
proceeds that eagernefs with which, all 

information that can lead to a more 
perfect knowledge of them has been, 
received ? The reafon is obvious, efpe- 
cially at this momentous crifis—“ A 
people,” (peaking of the whole nation, 
fc whofe temper is fo reitlefs, whofe 
territory is fo vaft, whofe power is fo 
prodigious, whofe politics are fo per­
vading, and whofe claims to dominion, 
moral and phyfical, are fo imperious, 
cannot but excite a general and per­
turbed ftate of emotion: there is an 
intereft in whatever appertains to 
them ; and however trifling their in­
dividual aftions may be, thofe actions, 
as they relate to this mighty whole, 
connected with all they have done and 
all they threaten, are full of portentous 
augury.”

In time of war, to think lightly of 
fuch an enemy may lead to the molt 
fatal confequences; it is an error that 
has too long prevailed in Great Bri­
tain ; and feme pages of this work 
being devoted to correct this national 
error, cannot fail of being efientially 
ufeful to the great body of our fellow- 
fubjects, not bred to military fervice 
or enured to its hardship, who have 
nobly, becaufe voluntarily, come for­
ward, at the hazard of their lives, with 
all the difadvantages of inexperience, 
to encounter the defperate and veteran 
bands of a determined leader, fluflied 
with conqueft, who aims, vainly we 
hope, and that hope is founded on a 
pious confidence in Divine Providence, 
to fubvert our religion, laws, and li­
berty, to feize on our property, and 
reduce this great and flourifliing inde­
pendent empire to the fame abjeft fub- 
miflion to his arbitrary will and plea- 
fure as he has already fubjefted fome of 
the fuperior, and many of the inferior 
States of Europe.

In our analyfis of this work, we Ihall 
endeavour to avoid, as much as polfible, 
treading in the footfteps of former tra­
vellers, and ihall confine ourfelves 
chiefly to the new and judicious ob- 
fervations, to the political and moral 
reflections of the Author, qnthe habits, 
manners and cuftoms, and exifting go­
vernment—thefe we muft “ catch as 
they rife;” for the palling moment, 
even' while we are expofing them to 
our readers, may produce changes in 
each, as fudden and as ftrange, though 
we truft neither fo fanguinary nor fo 
detrimental to the interefts and pro- 
fperity of furrounding nations, as thofe 

$ we 
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we have already witneffed in the courfe 
of a few years.

But before we arrive with cur Author 
at Paris, where he takes his Band, and 
makes his general furvey, we intend to 
travel with him through a confiderable 
part of his firlt Volume, and to feletif 
Inch information and observations on 
the way, as appear to us to be import­
ant and diftinguifhin*  features in the 
work, in which it differs from former 
defcriptions of the fame places, perfons, 
manners, and cuftoms.

The increafed intecourfe of our 
commercial fellow-citizens with the 
city of Hamburg iince the French have 
fc-ut the ports of Holland againft them, 
renders every friendly hint that can be 
given to economical travellers highly 

' acceptable: the following incident is 
of that nature, and thus related by cur 
Author :

It is the cuftom of Hamburg to hire 
lodgings by the month ; and unlefs a 
fortnight’s notice of quitting be given, 
the tenant, when going, may legally be 
obliged to pay a month more than is 
due. “ We lodged at the houfe of 
young men, who had lately begun 
l/ufinefs, and who did not . appear to 
have yet acquired thofe features of 
felfifh cunning which too often dif- 
figure the face of the man who, by 
being deceived, has learned to deceive. 
Verbal notice had been given by us 
that we were, to go; and the lodgings 
were, in confequenee, let to other te­
nants, who were to take polfeffion in a 
few days; yet the morning of our 
departure, juft before we were going, 
the demand of an additional month’s 
rent was made.—I had given warning 
before no witnefs; for how could I lul- 
pect any fraud ? The guard-houfe was 
facing our window; and this threat 
admitted of no reply—44 Pay the money, 
Sir, or the faldiers jhall be called, and your 
effects feixed.'"

“ The Senators of the free Imperial 
city of Hamburg are exceedingly anxi­
ous that no ftranger at leaving their re­
public fhall defraud the lealt citizen. 
It becomes them to be equally watch­
ful that no citizen fhall defraud the 
flranger. When a landlord, by a word, 
can call in military force to fupport his 
affections, true or falfe, the confe­
quences mav be eafily forefeen. By 
the intervention of a third perfon, this 
young promifing trader was induced to 
lower his demand; but he infilled on

forty marks more than his due ; which 
I was obliged to pay.”

Nothing occurs on the road from 
Hamburg to Bremen worthy of parti­
cular notice; but the latter town fur*  
niihes the Author with many obferva- 
tions, which exhibit a faithful picture 
of tlie deflrudtive influence of the 
French republican government, and 
of the changes which their revolution 
has produced in Germany. “ Bremen,” 
fays our Author, “ with fome few ex­
ceptions, is cleaner, the ftreet- wider 
and more airy, the heufes better built, 
and the whole better planned, than 
Hamburg or Lubeck. The Pruffian 
foldiers were here, and we had left 
the Danes at Hamburg. Both places 
were greatly annoyed ; trade was im­
peded ; and, from the pooreft Citizen 
to the proudeit Burgpmaller, every man 
felt himfelf humbled.”—Admiffion to 
the Mufeum at Bremen gives rife to 
the following reflexions : 44 The Ger­
mans deferve high praife, as well for 
their public as their private efforts to 
obtain and promote knowledge. In 
rude houfes, where no man would have 
expefted the leaft relick of fcience, and 
which not only tafte but common con­
venience feemed to have forefworn, I 
have met w’ith men, as I travelled, who 
abounded in knowledge, and who fpoke 
even of the line arts to as to prove, 
though they had not feen, that they 
had read. To this love of literature 
the Mufeum at Bremen is indebted 
for its origin. When Lavater’s ex- 
penlive work on phyfiognomy firlc ap­
peared, three of the inhabitants, ex­
ceedingly delirous to read it, propofed 
to each other to purchafe it in com­
mon, and perufe it in turn. This fug- 
gelled the convenience of buying other 
books; and at laft of clubbing their 
fmall libraries, hiring a common room, 
and having each a key. From this 
fmall beginning the Society grew, and 
extended its plan to objects of curio- 
lity, natural hlftory, &c.; and the fpirit 
with which it has been fupported ; the 
generality of its members, each of whom, 
is delirous of contributing the rarity 
that he is fortunate enough to procure; 
the ardour of their zeal; and their 
thirff after inquiry ; have been re­
warded by the pleafures which know­
ledge affords, and the applaule of the 
furrounding cities.”

The univerfality of bafe coins in 
Germany delervedly meets with levere 

cenfure 5
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C'enftire; and it Were to be wiflied that 
its Princes and other Magistrates would 
attend to our Author’s forcible re­
marks on this fubjeft. If “ bonou; is 
the lacted tie of Kings,” how much 
more ought common honefty to be an 
eternal obligation on the rulers of na­
tions ? “ It is a trifle to a rich man, 
when he changes his gold, to find that 
the filver coin at Hamburg is not 
current at Bremen; and that he mult 
fuffer fdme lofs; but fhould h igno­
rantly provide himlelf, for the next 
itage of his journey, with the bale 
coinage of Oldenburg, the lofs is 
greatly and Ihamefully increased. 
Through all the petty hates of Ger­
many this inconvenience is repeated ; 
till it becomes almoft tormenting even 
to the affluent. Their vexation is of 
little moment; but not fo is the diftrefs 
of the poor man, and therefore his rage 
becomes ungovernable; when he finds 
himfelf repeatedly robbed, and the 
penny that was to have bought him. 
bread refufed. What muft be the feel­
ings of the hearts of Princes whole 
revenues are formed, in part, from 
fuch exactions, when they order men 
to be hanged, whole wants, or even 
whole vices, have made them guilty of 
petty thefts, while they theinfelves 
thus rob not only their own fubjeffs, 
but travellers, the inhabitants of other 
countries, who ought to be exempted 
from their internal finance regulations.

On entering Holland by the province 
of Groningen, our Author’s animad- 
Verfions rife above the common level; 
and thofe who’ have feen the country, 
or know any thingof the perfona! cha­
racter of the Dutchman, his mafterly 
delineation of both-are incomparable. 
This ftriking piftpre; at full length, 
will be found in Chapter IX. of the 
firft Volume. The firfl outline will 
convey to the fenlibte reader a clear 
idea of the whole.—“ The Dutchman, 
living in continual danger of inunda­
tion, and of loling not only the fruits 
of his indtiftry, but his life, becomes 
habitually provident. His .forefight is 
admirable, his perfeverance not to be 
Conquered, and bis labours, unltis feen, 
hardly to be believed.”

Arrived at the city of Amfterdam, 

we find little more than common-place 
observations on that formerly great 
mart of commerce, its famous Siadt~ 
Hoiife, and oh the manners of the peo 
pie, except the following anecdote :—< 
“ A friend in Hamburg had requelted 
me to deliver a letter to a merchant in 
Amfterdam. We entered into fome 
convei iation ; and I made fuch in­
quiries, as what I faw fuggefted. The 
city was populous; yet it had not that 
air of lerious activity which is common, 
to all great mercantile places. I aiked 
the reafon ; and this led to a mournful 
narrative of the prefent ftate of trade, 
the innumerable depredations commit­
ted by the conquerors of Holland, and 
the individual ruin and general bad 
effects with which they were attended. 
I know not how far political prejudice 
or private Joffes might influence the 
narrator; yet he fpoke like a true 
friend of freedom, appeared to poffefs 
excellent principles, and, as far as I 
could judge, was only the enemy of 
thofe who, under the malk of freedom, 
had been guilty of the molt odious 
rapine and defpotifm.”

The traufitory ramble through Rot­
terdam affords nothing new ; but a vi- 
fit to the Hague gives occasion to poli­
tical remarks of no fmall importance. 
“ The French Minifter was at the 
Hague: a friend bad written to him 
in my behalf; and I fuppofedhe,would 
readily empower me to proceed to 
Paris. There never was a period in 
civilized hiftory, in which the affairs 
of men. and the focial relations be­
tween people and people, were fo 
impeded, injured, and oppreil'ed, as 
during the revolutionary war. Sufi- 
picion never before bore fb odious, 
I fliould fay hideous,.an afpeft. Had 
the Old Man of the Mountain difperfed. 
his af'afllns through every region, and 
into the bofbrn of every family, miftruft 
could not have been more trembling 
nor alarm more defpotic. I applied to 
the French Minifter for a paffport, as 
am Englishman. Subterfuge, in my 
opinion, is as dangerous as i^ is mean. 
He anfwered, that his orders were ab- 
folute : as an Englilhman, my entrance 
on the French territory was prohi­
bited*.  I pleaded the peaceful nature

* It is a ftriking deleft in a work of this magnitude, and in many refpefls of the 
firft importance, that there is a total want of dates, neither is there any guide to the 
regular fucceflion of time : we ate left to guels at what period this application was 
made.

of
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of my occupations, and my principles ; 
that my wife was the niece of a French­
man of letters, a Member of the Na­
tional Convention, of the Council of 
Five Hundred, and afterward of the 
National Inftitute ; that thefe were 
well known fails ; and that furely 
they ought to have weight. I pleaded 
in vain : his anfwer was the fame.” 
But a fecond vifit to the Minifter was 
fuccefsful; he had received more letters 
of recommendation, and one from Pa­
ris, convincing him that our Author 
was the perfon he defcribed himfelf to 
be; and the paffport was granted.

From Rotterdam to Antwerp the 
ufual route was taken, and as they 
proceeded, the change of fcenery was 
gradual ; and began, as they approach­
ed Flanders, to remind our travellers of 
England ; and on entering that delight­
ful region, they foon perceived that 
they were in a country highly and de­
servedly famed for its agriculture. 
Antwerp was a decayed citv long be­
fore the French feized on the whole 
of the Auftrian Netherlands; but its 
mournful and deferred ftate lince, our 
Author feelingly describes. Bigotry 
and poverty remain, with magnificent 
buildings, whofe fplendouris loft from 
the want of wealthy inhabitants to keep 
them in repair. The inns are now the 
Left: habitations: they are well fur- 
nifhed; and provisions being plentiful, 
the landlords are as reafonable in their 
charges as the Dutch are exorbitant. 
The face of the country, however, 
made ample amends for the melancholy 
afpedt of the city. “ Every fpecies of 
agriculture,” as they advanced on their 
journey towards Bruffels, “ was in 
higher perfection than I had ever be­
held, except in England; and the beft 
parts of England itfelf, I fufpebl, are 
there furpaffed. Gardens to each 
houfe, hedges, grain of various kinds, 
the peafants ploughing, hoeing, ma­
nuring, harrowing, and rolling the 
land : few fields without men, women, 
and children at work in them : fre­
quent llreams of water, and the general 
face of the country well wooded : fuch 
■were the chearful and delightful ob­
jects that animated every Jandfcape. 
The approach to Bruffels from Ant­
werp is uncommonly fine: it conlilts 
of fpacious walks,” on each tide of the 
public road, “ perhaps a league in 
length, planted with” double rows of 

trees, and kept in excellent order ; 

the manfions, or rather palaces, nea? 
Bruffels, and the ricbnefs of fome of 
the country feats at a greater diftance, 
which they occafionally faw, greatly 
furprifed our travellers—and well they 
might; for in the humble opinion of 
the writer of this review, who refided. 
fome years in Bruffels, and occafionally 
made excurfions from its environs to 
the diftance of twenty Englifti miles, 
the whole country furpaffes, in beauty 
of profpeft, fertility of foil, and abund­
ance of the neceffaries and luxuries of 
life, together with a moft temperate 
climate, any part of England, France, 
or Germany, within the lame given 
fpace of territory.

We regret that our Author entered 
the fine city of Bruffels late in the even­
ing, and left it early. Its numerous 
and variegated beauties would have 
furnifhed ample fcope for the grati­
fication of “ the enjoyment be takes 
in writing and imagining, and adding 
to our ftock of information.”

From Bruffels they went to Lille 
in the Paris diligence; and the account 
given of the deplorable changes in the 
appearance of that once delightf ul capi­
tal of French Flanders, clearly demon- 
fti ares, that even the ancient provinces 
of France have fufferedas much injury 
from the favage violence and rapine of 
the republican armies, as any of the 
foreign countries they have lubjugated. 
What is become of the fine pielures by 
Vandyck and Rubens, capital decora­
tions of the beautiful city of Lille?— 
all gone; “ perhaps they were fold by 
fome General, or, poffibly, by fome 
Corporal. Such is the defeating na­
ture of war. Such is the contequence 
of power fuddenly acquired by igno­
rance.” Nothing can be more con­
temptible than the defcription of the 
apartments in which/’Ecole Centrale, the 
Central School, is ellablifhed, which 
the guide boafted to our travellers was 
one of the many curiollties to be feen. 
The difgufling detail will be found ia 
Chapter XXX.

We are more agreeably entertained 
the nearer we come to Paris; and to do 
juftice, we ought not to omit fome of 
the obfervations of our Author' in 
favour of the new order of things in 
France. It appears that he had been 
twice in that country before the Revo­
lution ; and he mentions “two things 
to the advantage of the piefent mo­
ment, which he can fpeak of without 

any
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any doubt or fear of mifleading. The 
peasants ate now better clothed, in 
general, than they were; and their 
looks I will not lay are more merry, 
but rather more fedate, yet more truly 
cheerful. There are (till many beggars 
among them ; but their numbers are not 
now io great. If the large and fpread- 
ing picture of poverty, I may fay of 
wretchednefs, be not exceedingly di- 
miniihed, I am exceedingly deceived,. 
The laft day of our journey was Sun­
day ; and we faw too many of the peo­
ple, both old and young, cleanly in 
their drefs, and with fatisfa&ion in 
their faces, for thefe figns of eafe and 
better days to be miftaken. The rags, 
the poverty, the harafled looks, the 
livid tints, the pi&ures of mifery, I 
had formerly feen, cannot be forgot­
ten.

Thedelightful landfcapes that caught 
the eye in the vicinity of Clermont— 
The fenfations he felt on approaching 
Chantilly ; a ilatement oi’the deplorable 
change in this ancient domain of the 
defceudants of the great Conde; are 
the affe&ing fubje&s of Chapter 
XXXIII.: and here our Author dis­
plays bis talents for pathetic descrip­
tion and fublimity of Ifile. The re­
flections on his preemption in pre­
tending to give the world a picture 
of Paris, fill him with awe as he ap­
proaches the city. The retrofpeft on 

his arrival at St. Denis merits a place 
in our review. “ Here I had once 
feen the treal’ures of gold and jewels, 
donations of bigots, princes, and 
kings, and the relics which fraud had 
affirmed were holy, while fuperliiiion, 
ignorance, and Itupidity adored. The 
relics, who will regret ? The gold and 
jewels, who will account for? OHenta- 
tion brought them there, in the pomp 
of open day ; cupidity took them back, 
in darknefs and ftealth. Will the hif- 
tory of the Revolution reveal thofe 
crimes? What ffiall we learn from the 
record ? To fufpecf, to detract, to imi­
tate ? From fuch pernicious errors 
good fen le preferve us 1

They are at the barrier of St. Denis ; 
the paflports are read ; examined by the 
pale light of the moon ; the gates are 
open ; the weary travellers pafs on ; 
“ the order has been given ; every 
thing is dorie methodically and peace­
ably. The bayonet governs with great 
eafe I”

At their inn we will leave them to 
neceflary repofe.

We have a wide field in Paris for 
delcription, invelligation. political and 
moral refle&ion, the gratification of our 
curiofity, and unbounded amui'ernent. 
Let us paufe, in order to open the firlt 
fcene with ireffi vigour. M.

(To be continued.)

Paris, as it was, and as it is; or, a Sketch of the French Capital, illuftrative of 
the Effe&s of the Revolution, with refpeft to Sciences, Literature, Arts, 
Religion, Education, Manners, and Amusements: Compriling alfo a correct 
Account of themoft remarkable National Eftabliffiments and Public Buildings. 
In a Series of Letters, written by an Engliffi Traveller, during the Years 
1801-2, to a Friend in London. 2 Vois. 8vo.

TJerhaps to trace the progrefs or ope- 
— ration of the human mind in thofe 
ftrong traits which, elicited by fingular 
and extraordinary events, it occafionally 
exhibits, is, (if from the refearch moral 
and philofophical reflections are de­
duced from character and circumstances 
accurately delineated,) one of the great- 
elf advantages that can be derived from 
publications of the nature of this which 
we are about to confider. Many other 
advantages will, we hope, be gathered 
from the broad difplay which the co­
pious title-page, in a molt zWr.v-like 
manner, details. In the firlt inlfance, 
we ffiall obtain a general view of France 
as it is ao-w tiated to be, an integral 

part of a ftupendous whole, and French­
men as human creatures; and, in the 
fecond, minutely and locally examine 
Paris, which we confider the nucleus, or 
kernel, of the molt extenfive domination 
(if its population and fcientific riches, 
together with its fenfual attractions, be 
properly appreciated) in the world, and 
the generic chara&er of its inhabitants, 
as qualifying them not only for repre- 
fentatives of their ancient demefnes, 
but of every country to which the 
influence of their arms or their arts 
has extended. As a preliminary Itep, 
therefore, to our entrance on the talk 
we have undertaken, we would with to 
flate fome remarks that naturally arile 

N n 2 from
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from, the work before us, and which 
we do not, in the fubfequent pages, 
obferve to have attracted the attention 
of our Author. Thefe are character- 
iftic, and relate to the paflions of the 
natives of France and England,though 
atdiftant periods, under circumftances 
nearly fimilar.

It is ftill within the memory of every 
one, than when, on a late occafion, the 
Englifti Channel was no longer conii- 
dered as an infuperable barrier betwixt 
two holtile countries, shipping could 
fcarcely be found fufficient to convey 
the curious inhabitants of this Ifland to 
the Gallic fhores. Our countrymen 
and women wiftied to fee how the land 
looked ; whether the ground of Paris 
was not ftill tinged with blood. They 
wilhed to behold the place where cruelty 
and terror had long reigned triumph­
ant, where crimes had been perpetrat­
ed, and expiated in rapid fucceffion, as 
one race of barbarians fucceeded an­
other ; from the fame motives that a 
friend will point to his companion, or 
a father to his Ion, the fpot whereon a 
murder or robbery had been commit­
ted, or a criminal executed; in faft, 
they wilhed to perform a pilgrimage to 
the fcene, or rather theatre, of enormi­
ties, the recital of winch had frequently 
excited their indignant and tender 
pallions; and probably, although their 
curiofity was, in fome latter instances, 
too inlatiate, its motives might, in 
others, be laudable. But, glancing at 
the middle of the feventeenth century, 
we do not recollect that, either during 
or fubfequent to our diigraceiul inter­
regnum, the French exhibited, in any 
great degree, fymptoms of the fame 
propenfity.

The very few Gallic trayellers that 
did, at thofe periods, arrive, were cer­
tainly impelled to leave their native 
land, and attracted hither by motives 
very different. They appear to have 
had little defire to fee how the churches 
looked after their profanation ; and 
whether an earthquake had not fwal- 
lowed the palace of the usurper, in 
confequence of the facrilegious fcene 
that had paffed before it. Nor do they 
feem to have been eager to detail the 
ftate of the capital, even when florid 
defcription was encouraged in their 
own country, and, in this, the reign of 
luxury and refinement had fucceeded 
to that of vulgarity and hypocrily. 
Indeed, the laft thing they thought of, 

wilhed, or would have fuffered, would 
have been the publication of their 
obfervations or tranfaktions.

This kind of fcrutinizing infpeftion, 
with a view to the improvement of their 
compatriots, feems not, in thofe times, 
to have been an object with the French 5 
they appear to have left us to the en­
joyment of that reformation which the 
fwords and prayers of the communion 
of faints was fuppofed to have pro­
duced, and, as has been observed, 
fcarcely paid us a vifit of congratu­
lation when we returned to royalty and 
our fenfes.

Of a different character, in this age, 
have been the Englilh. A trip to 
Paris, and a volume or two recording 
their obfervations and exploits, has 
been io much the fafhion, that it is 
rather difficult to remember the titles, 
even where they are [barter than the 
prefent, of thefe various .publications. 
One of thefe we have obferved to have 
been got up in a Hile of elegance, and 
confe.quently expenfe, which we hope 
will be amply repaid to the Author.

We remember, a few years fince, 
that a fpecies of literature was in fafhiop 
which obtained the cognomen of home 
travels, and which, with relpecf to 
fo.rne of its emanations, the critics fiid 
(what will not critics lay ?) was a molt 
appropriate appellation, as they had 
been made at home. Nay, they even 
inlinuated, that one of our greareft tra­
vellers had, without ftirring out of his 
elbow-chair, by his own ft e-fide, admi- 
niftered cathartics to halt the Princes of 
Africa, which operating upon their 
peccant humours, put them into fo 
placid a frame, that they alfifted him in 
refearcbes, which, ended in a dilcovery 
of the fource of the Nile. Another, 
they infilled, had made the tour of 
Wales in the fame fituation. A third, 
they laid, had vifited Johnny Groat’s, 
the Hebrides, and moft of the ancient 
caftles in Scotland, during the intervals 
of the paioxyfms of the gout ; and, in 
our filter kingdom, the greater part of 
tfle literati were ready to aver, and the 
people, adopted the idea, that a moft 
ingenious author had written the local 
and cbaraiheriftical hiltory of Ireland 
from contemplations which arofe in his 
own chamber, in thofe ferious moments 
while feated upon a th'one fuch as that 
where Jove uled to receive and apply the 
petitions of mortals; fuch as thofe 
which feem to have taken ftrong hold
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of the imaginations of Swift and Smol­
lett: nay, fo convinced were the Hi­
bernians of this divine origin of the 
work, that they had the portrait of the 
(aid author painted on the veflels which 
(contained the various offerings peculiar 
to the place where they affirmed it was, 
produced, and to which it would re­
turn.

Far be it from us to aflert, that any 
of the numerous trips to Paris that 
force themfelves upon our obfervation 
are home travels-, for although we can 
difcern a little Engli/h buckram and 
ftaytape, a little defire to increafe the 
bulk and extend the fkirts of feveral 
works, and particularly this, it is no 
indication that they were made XI home. 
On the contrary, we confider the gene­
ra! fabric of thefe volumes to be fo per- 
feiftly French, that we do believe the 
Author has lately vifited all thole 
places whofe outline he has (ketched, 
and feen all thofe perfons whofe por­
traits he has delineated ; and having 
read them with attention, we are ready 
to declare, that we have, in the cour'e 
of our ftudies, been occasionally both 
informed and amufed. From what 
fources our information and amufe- 
rnent has arifen, we (hall proceed to 
detail, when we have fettled one point 
with the laid Author, which Itrongly 
prefl’es upon our imaginations.

Our Tqurilt, in his introduction, 
(fates, that the fall of the French 
Monarchy, which had been established 
cn the broad bails of a pofleffion of 
fourteen centuries, ft is a phenomenon 
of which hiffory affords no parallel.” 
Without contending whether, (tricftly 
(peaking, this be exactly corred, we 
agree, “ that it has produced a feries of 
events fo extraordinary,” (and withal 
fo tragical,) “ as aimbit to exceed be­
lief.”

Not wifhing to rake up the allies of 
tdie different dynafties of Kings which, 
from Clovis to Capet, have governed the 
French people, and reclaimed them from 
their originally favage date, till they 
had attained, nay till they had paffed, 
the acme refinement ; we would only 
obferve, that it is impoffible, and the 
profound philosophical and hiitorical 
knowledge of our Author will confirm 
the affertion, for any fyltem of morals 
to exift, for any compages of govern­
ment to hold together, for fourteen 
centuries, without they are founded 
Upon better principles than he is in­
clined to.allow to the ancient regime^ 

in
and executed by better organs than he 
believes the former Monarchs to be. 
In (hort, though weare the lai? perfons 
on earth that would permit the acts of 
(bine of them, if to detail thofe enormi­
ties were necellary, to pafs without the 
(frongelt tokens of reprobation ; (till 
we mull obferve, that, warmed perhaps 
with his fubjeft, our Author has dif­
fered his credulity to be ftretchtd to the 
utmoft extent, and has adopted charges 
againft thefe unfortunate Kings, per­
haps only becaufe they were Kings, 
and delated disgraceful circumftances 
in their lives from the moft (lender, 
(hallow, and futile of all authorities. 
Whether he introduced thefe fubjefts 
to counterbalance the vices and cruelty 
concomitant to the characters of dema­
gogues in all ages and nations, from 
Draco, the republican at Athens, to 
•Robefpierre, the republican at Paris, it 
is out of our power to determine.

Waving any further obfervations on. 
the rulers of the French; palling over, 
with the fame fangfroid that our Au­
thor has paffed over, the virtues of the 
excellent and beneficent Louis the 
XVIth, we muff remark, that although 
he has not ventured a word in favour 
of this amiable Monarch, he has buf­
fered his credulity, which we havejuit 
celebrated, to be. again operated upon 
with relpeft to his unfortunate Queen.

In order to reflect upon the memory 
of the lovely Marie Antoinette, he 
feems to have enti eiy abandoned the 
common adage, De mortals nil nifthonum^ 
and to have adopted many of thofe 
charges, the emanations of fomething 
worfe than common-place fcandal, 
which have been fo often urged, and fo 
often refuted.

Thefe things we (hopld fay betray a 
paucity of intellect, a poverty of genius, 
incompatible with an attempt to amufe 
and inftrudl the public, did not a defire 
to level the (hafts of malice at royalty 
feem too much the fafhion of the age. 
Some men of talents have, for the tpoft 
profligate and treafijnable purpofes, 
given a loofe to their pens and block­
heads, who could not follow their ele­
vated, though erratic flights, have been 
delighted, like the crow apeihg the 
eagle, to imitate them when they have 
delcended to prey upon the mangled 
carcaffes of the illuftrious.

Referring to the introduction of this 
(ketch of Paris, we (hall pafs over the 
reflections upon the political agitation 
of the public mind, and the events that 

arofe-
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Capital, in the following infeription, 
difplayed upon the principal houfes, 
but more efpecially upon the public 
buildings of every defetiption :
“ Republique Francaife, Une et Indi- 

vilible,
“ Liberte, Egalite, Fraternite, cu la 

Mort."
“ Since the exit of the French Nero, 
the three words, ‘ ou la Mort,' have been 
obliterated, but in few places are fo 
completely effaced as not to be legi­
ble.”

We cannot, in this Letter, pafs over 
an observation which occurs page 15, 
becaufe, early as it is in the work, we 
think it a little developes the temper 
of its Author, and fhews the fpirit 
with which it was written :

“ The tumult which ten or twelve 
years ago rendered the ftreets of Paris 
fo noify, fo dirty, and, at the flame time, 
fo dangerous, is now moft fenfibly di­
minished.”

From the fall of monarchy and the 
receffion of commerce “ the contraft is 
ftriking;” but we find it attended with 
advantages which we fhould not have 
forefeen. “ Formerly a Seigneur de la 
Cour conceived himfelf juftified in fuf- 
fering his coachman to drive at a mif- 
chievous rate, and that in narrow 
crouded ftreets, where there is no foot 
pavement.” So much (though this is 
not all) for the Courtier. “ But he 
who guided the chariot of a Mtnijire 
dlEtat conlidered it as a neceflary mark 
of his matter’s pre-eminence to bruler le 

fa'ue
“ I myfelf narrowly efcaped unhurt 

when a decent, elderly woman was 
thrown down dole to my feet, and 
had both her thighs broken, through 
the unfeeling wantonnefs of the coach­
man of the Baron de Breteuil, at that 
time fJVl'inifler for the Department of 
Paris.”

We would upon this curious paflage 
appeal to the reader, Whether it does 
not feem that the Minitter of the De­
partment of Paris, (if fuch an accident 
ever happened,) was quite as unfeel­
ingly wanton as his coachman r To us 
it appears as if the Baron, whom we 
have till now confidered as a man of 
great humanity, had combined with 
his faid coachman, and exclaimed, 
“ You Cocker! hold the reins of my 
carriage, and drive me 1 I hold the 
reins of the Rate-coach, and drive my 
royal matter. Our occupations are

27S

arofe from it, to avoid a repetition of 
tragical circumftances, and their fatal 
confequences, already too often re­
peated. The affliction of the human 
race at periods when all the furies of 
hell feemed to have obtained a holiday, 
and to have affurned the characters of 
French Rulers, in order to beat down 
ancient eftablifhments, and by that 
means to fcourge a licentious people, 
has alfo been already fufficiently de­
tailed and defcanted on. We therefore 
enter upon the work, in which inftruc- 
tion is conveyed to us in the form of 
letters; a mode to which, in this fpe- 
cies of literature, we have no very par­
ticular objection.

They are written by the Tourift to 
an eftimable, though perhaps an imagi­
nary friend ; and, in the firft inftance, 
profefs to ihew the contrail of manners, 
morals, opinions, &c. exhibited at Paris 
at two different periods, namely, in 
the years 1789-90 and 1801-2, which, 
as it would have rendered the work 
peculiarly ufeful, we are forry to fay 
is feebly executed, and frequently loft 
fight of. In the fecond inftance, the 
delineation of objects as they occurred 
to his view and ftruck his imagination, 
he has been more fuccefsful; and mak­
ing feme allowances for prolixity, is, 
as we have obferved, very frequently 
amufing.

In the firft Letter, which we fhall 
rapidly pals over, the Author
** Travels thro’ Boulogne, Amiens, 

and Chantilly,
All in a line, as ftrait as Piccadilly.”

The fecond brings him to Paris. In 
the courfe of his journey we muft re­
mark, if he had not collected better in­
formation than that he gathered from 
the Lieutenant de Vaiffeau belonging to 
Latouche Trfanll's flotilla, “ who af- 
ierts,” (what will not a French Officer 
aflert when his national honour is con­
cerned ?) “ that the gun-boats were 
not moored with chains, during “ the 
attack of them by Lord Nelfon in the 
late war,” it would not be worth the 
publication.

It would be ufelefs to dwell upon 
the violation of the rite of fepulture at 
St. Denis, with refpeft to a nation that 
has violated every other rite.

Our Traveller, it appears by the 
third Letter, came to Paris about the 
zrft of OCfober 1801, and as he entered 
the Faubourg, obferved a very confpi- 
cuous fymptom of the lituation of the
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juft alike : you do not mind whom 
you overturn, or what mifchief you 
do, fo that you can (hew your livery 
fplendour and Phsetonic dexterity ; 
my ideas are juft the lame. Oft’ we go, 
flap, dafli 1 neck or nothing! let the 
Parilians take care of their limbs, I 
will take care of their purfes !”

Such, we conceive, mult have been 
the language of the Baron, if he had 
fuffered his coachman to proceed in the 
way our Author ftates ; but the thing 
is too ridiculous and improbable to 
deferve another word of obfervation, 
except that we think he would have 
treated the charioteer of Buonaparte, 
or of any one of the prelent Confuls or 
Minifters, or their fatellites, with more 
tendernefs.

Thermohmpes feem to be the firft 
objects of ingenuity that attract the 
Author’s attention : thefe aj'e Hoves 
which afford light and heat upon an 
economical plan. We find, by the 
poftfcript to this the fourth Letter, 
that the Government prefented to the 
Chief Conful a fword adorned, among 
others, with the celebrated Pitt dia­
mond. It does not appear that, like 
his great predeceffbr Macbeth, he ever 
enquired, “ Why they decked him 
with thele borrowed ornaments ?”

Palling the fifth as uninterefting, the 
fixth Letter opens with the Author’s 
vifit to the Central Mufeum of Arts 
eftab.lifhed in the Louvre; which, he 
goes out of his way to flate.had, under 
Charles the IXth, been the fcene “ of * * * §

* This was afterwards called the King’s Garde-meuble; the old houfe has been 
long fince pulled down.

f This anecdote is related by Voltaire, (in his notes to the Henriade.) on the 
authority of the Marefchal de Tafle, who, he tells us, was acquainted in his youth 
with an old man ot ninety, who had been Page to Charles the IXth; and that he had 
himfelf loaded the carabine with which he fired on the Proteftants. Waving any 
obfervations upon this verv (lender authority, the fallible memory of a man of ninety, 
who tells a ftory to another old man, who tells it, as he ftates, to the Author ot the 
Henriade, there ieetns a radical inconliftency in the thing itfelf. Whether the King 
placed himlelf at the window of the Louvre or the Garde-Meuble ; whether he 
levelled a carabine or a blunderbufs; is of little importance. But it appears that 
the Huguenots fled from the horrid fcene crols the river, clofely purfued by the 
Catholics; that they frequently, in the attack and defence, mingled together. Nei­
ther Mezera, Sully, St. Foix, nor any other writer, haw ftated, that the Huguenots 
had any diftinguifhing marks, or their religious cognomen, written on their backs ; 
yet, in the dawn of the morning, in the confufion of a battle upon the water, the 
Monarch fits at the window, and with the utmoft compolure fires upon thefe unfor­
tunate people. Now how the King (at a dirtance, by-the-bye, which no mufket 
would reach,) could feleft and leparate the two religions, we mult confefs taxes our 
fagacity as much as the whole legend daggers our credulity.

J The Pont Neuf w&s not then erefted.
|| Hiftorical F.lfays upon Paris, page 261..
§ Ibid, page 260.
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treacheries and maflacres” unexampled 
till the reign of Robefpierre. In- 
ftamces of the barbarity of that Mo­
narch which, monfter as he was, are 
from local circumstances that, if he has 
lately feen the place whereon formerly 
flood the Hotel de Bourbon *,  from 
the window of which, and not the 
Louvre, the King is faid, by St. Foix 
and other writers, to have fired at the 
Huguenots f, as they were crofting the 
water to make their efcape at the Fau­
bourg St. Germain X, he mult know 
was impolfible to be effeded, and 
which he molt inaccurately quotes; 
as he allo does, from St. Foix ||, the 
anecdote of the Queen of England and 
the Princefs Henriette.

To the fame Author he is obliged 
for the defcription of the Lou vre in its 
old and new (fate: this introduces an­
other anecdote with which we are well 
acquainted § ; fifty (uggefting, that beg­
ging friars are more expeditious archi­
tects than Kings. Be it lb 1 We are now 
to view this building as dedicated to 
form a receptacle for the productions 
of French induftry, the National Palace 
and Central Mufeum of the Arts, and 
one, from the fuperlative excellence 
and number of the fubjedts, of the 
greateft, the molt eminent fchools of 
defign, that the molt enthuliaftic ad­
mirer of Virtu could, even in his vi- 
fionary moments, have formed an idea 
of.

It is well known, that in theEnglifh, 
and all the European Academies, ex-

cept4
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cept the Florentine and fome other 
galleries in Italy, whence the exquifite 
models and pictures which now adorn 
the Louvre were flolen, the ftudents are 
obliged to copy the Venus, Apollo, 
Torfo, and all the ftatues which our 
Author has detailed from the French 
catalogue, from calls in plafter of Paris, 
which, although taken (we fpeak now 
of thofe in our Royal Academy) with 
the utmolf care, mult, from the Teams 
in the moulds, and a variety of other 
defeats, wanting repair, be very infe­
rior, as objects of Itudy, to the origi­
nals : we have, therefore, every thing 
to fear from the facility with which, 
in France, genius will become ac­
quainted with the molt correft and 
accurate principles of the arts of de­
sign ; we have every thing to fear from 
the attractions (he exhibits to other 
nations, fuch as are likely not only to 
render Paris the firit object in the world 
to their curiofity, but the centre and 
feat of fcience, and ultimately of ma- 
nufafturesff and commerce. May our 
fears in thefe refpedls never be real­
ized

In the ninth Letter, a breakfaft upon 
Bifticks a l'Anglaife (though he is no 
advocate for all the accelfories of a 
French dejeuner alafourcbetie,) .together 
with Madeira and creme de rofe, induces 
the Author to walk to Montmartre; 
from which he gives us a panoramic 
view of the City of Paris ; and con­
cludes with a portrait of Mademoifelle 
Contat, a comic Adrets, fo enormoufly 
embonpoint, that her fize feems calcu­
lated for the meridian of Amlterdam, 
though her humour is, it appears, pe­
culiarly relifhed by the Parifian.

“ The morning,” fays our Author, 
Letter X., “ is inviting, fuppofe we 
take a turn in the ‘Tuileries, not with 
a view of furveying this garden, but 
merely to breathe the frefh air and exa­
mine the

Palais du Gowvernement.
This exordium, naturally enough, 

introduces the hiltory and defcription 
of this manfion, both which are well 
known ; it alfo ferves as a precurfor to 
circumftances and tranfa&ions fo re­
cent, that they are Hill frefber in our 
memories ; we mean, thofe of the 10th 
of Augtift 1792. Thefe tragical events, 
our Author fays, has furnifhed many 
an able writer with the fubjeCt of an 
epifode. However, neither the view of 
the place, nor the converfition of his 
Swifs, though we rather think it was 

bisgboft, (for we may venture to aflerf^ 
that, even at the period our Traveller 
alludes to, no living Helvetian who had 
been in the Swifs guards at the grand 
maflacre dared to appear there,) feerh 
to have furnifhed him with reflections 5 
though we find the maflacre of St. 
Bartholomew^ Charles the IXth, and 
Catharine de Medicis, who feafted her 
eyes on the mangled corpfesof thoufands 
of bleeding victims, again moft awk­
wardly introduced, for no purpofe*  
that we can dilcover, but to create an 
antipathy to the French Monarchs^ 
which may ferve to palliate the crimes 
of their fubjeCtSi

In a city where almoft every ftreet, 
avenue, and public place, has, (from 
having been the fcene of the excefles 
of the revolution, of the enormities 
of the regicides,) become important, 
it is impoffible, in the narrow limits of 
a review, to follow the Author, who 
feems to have adopted the mode of a 
writer to whom he is much obliged, 
we mean St. Foix.: the fame defultory 
method, if that term may be applied, 
feems to pervade one work as the 
other. But without makingany ob- 
fervations upon the fuperior genius or 
loyalty of the Frenchman, our country­
man fhould have confidered, that his 
archetype did not profefs to give a 
regular hiftory of Paris, but merely a 
feries of hints and notices, fuch as had 
occurred to him in a courfe of reading 
and obfervation, or fuch as he had 
gathered from tradition. In the cafe 
before us, we fear our readers will find 
the porch too large for the building; 
the title, for the fortune of its pofleflor, 
even in the original work. In this ab- 
ftraCt it will appear the head of aCo- 
lolfus upon the body of a pigmy.

Our Author, in the latter part ofthis 
Letter, defcribes the Place du Carroiifelj 
the triumph of the Convention over 
Robefpierre and his fatellites ; and, in 
conclufion, throws Henriot out of the 
window of the Maifon Commune.

In the eleventh, we find him vifiting 
an old French Lady, “ who had ften 
better days,” but who, late as it was in. 
this, was ftill in bed. To this houfe 
he returns at twelve o’clock at night, 
where he enters into all the fpirit of a 
private ball ; which he properly de- 
fciibes, and, with refpeCt to fome of 
the dances, (the Waltzes,) as properly 
reprobates.

(To be continued.)
Life
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Life of Geoffrey Chaucer, the early Englifh Poet; including, Memoirs of his 
near Friend and Kinfman, John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancafter. With 
Sketches of the Manners, Opinions, Arts, and Literature of England, in the 
Fourteenth Century. By William Godwin. Two Volumes. 4x0.

{Concludedfrom Page zu.)

■OTe concluded our laft obfervations 
with feme reflections on adul­

tery. With refpeft to this vice, it 
appears, that John of Gaunt imitated 
the example of his father, who, two 
years before the death of his Queen, 
indulged an amorous intercourfe with 
one of her attendants that had been 
of exquilite beauty, named Alice Fer­
rers, who. Jt well known, in his 
decline of IntJ’xgbtained the molt abfo- 
lute afcendancy over him. It appears, 
that he not only endowed her with 
lands belonging to his family, but gave 
her all the jewels and moveables of the 
late Queen Philippa. Old hiftorians 
have mentioned, as a further proof of 
this Monarch’s regard, or rather imbe­
cility of mind, that “ in the year 1374, 
at a tournament which was held in 
Cheapfide, (he appeared mounted on a 
white palfrey, as miftrefs of the folem- 
nity, being diftinguifhed by the appel­
lation of ‘ The Lady of the Sun.’ ”

“ This Lady was one of the victims 
of party rage feledted by the Good Par­
liament;” by which it feems as if they 
fought to deferve the name they bore.

The further proceedings of this Par­
liament; fecond death of the Black 
Prince; his military character; and 
reflections political and moral; are 
included in this Chapter: at the con- 
clufion of which Mr. G., to whole 
liberality of feritiment in certain matters 
we, in our laft, alluded, does not feem 
inclined to fpare the Good Parliament, 
whom, by a fide-wind, he gives us to 
underltand was compofed of heretics 
and traitors. Be it fo! We have not 
taken upon ourfelves the defence of 
their characters; we would only, as he 
is in a reflecting humour, advife him 
to refleCt upon the caufes and confe- 
quences of the meafures by them enabl­
ed; and then fay, Whether it was wife, 
or otherwife, for other Parliaments to 
adopt their fy Items, and other Mo­
narchs to make their proceedings the 
balls of Reformation ?

John of Gaunt, we find, had at this 
period attained the very acme of his 
profperity ; but whether owing to his
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fault, or his misfortune, we now ob- 
ferve the tide of fuccefs turned againft 
him; fo that the reft of the days of 
“ time- honoured Lancafter” were calt 
among troubles, endlefs ambition, and 
obllinateanimofity. Of thefe the Chap­
ter before us prefents fome inftances. 
Richard, the fon of the Black Prince, 
was created Prince of Wales, and “ a 
few days after John of Gaunt took his 
departure from Bourdeaux, Chaucer 
obtained a grant of contraband wool 
forfeited to the Crown, to the amount 
of 7tl. 4s. 6d.; in prefent valuation, 
n6zl. is. This grant fliews how high 
Chaucer flood in the favour of the King 
of Caftille, as it mult have received the 
royal fanCtion almoft at the inftant of 
that Prince’s arrival in London, and 
while all his anxieties arifing from his 
contefts with his ungenerous enemies 
were frelh and unabated in his mind.”

The next time that we bear of Chau­
cer is in the very honourable employ­
ment of one of the Commiflioners to 
negociate the marriage of Richard, 
Prince of Wales, now ten years old, 
with the daughter of Charles the Vth, 
probably about the fame age; The 
names of his colleagues were, Sir 
Guichard Dangle, and Sir Richard Stan, 
or Sturry. The flation filled by the 
Bard in this negociation is next con­
jectured : he was unqueftionably like 
his brethren entrufted; but as the bufi- 
nefs was a profoundfecret, Mr. G. wifely 
and juftiy concludes we cannot know 
any thing about it.

The death and character of Edward 
the Hid, whom rhe Author reprefents 
as a lover of learning and learned men, 
concludes the Chapter.

“ Immediately after the death of his 
illuftrious father, the King of Caftille 
rejblved upon the fyttem of conduct 
which he uniformly . purfnetj during 
the reft of his life. His firft object was, 
to place his nephew fecurely upon the 
throne; his fecond, to reconcile him- 
felf to the City of London : both thefe 
were effected.”

The coronation, which was a celebra^ 
tion. of extraordinary magnificence, 

almoft 
Q Q
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ajmoft immediately followed; after 
which, he retired to his cattle of Kenel- 
worth. We however, foon after this, 
find him Commander in Chief upon 
the expiration of the truce, 1377.

Chaucer, under the patronage of this 
Prince, (who, perhaps, for family rea- 
fons, feems never to have loft fight of 
his intereft,) was reappointed to the 
office of Comptroller of the Cuftoms. 
<{ His penfion, alfo, was renewed under 
the new King, and he, at the fame 
time, received a grant to a fimilar 
amount,” (twenty marks per annum,) 
ft in compenfation of the patent of 
Edward the IIId, entitling him to a 
pitcher of wine daily.”

The reafoning upon the patent of 
protection granted to the Bard feems, 
to our anprehenfion, to leave the mat­
ter as it found it.

The ufe of quoting at length the 
affair of Hawley and Shake!, which 
has already been Hated in this Maga­
zine on another and more appropriate 
occafion, we do not clearly perceive. 
Neither John of Gaunt nor Chaucer 
had any thing to do with it; and the 
exception of the former from the len­
ience of excommunication read at the 
Abbey Door and at Paul’s Crofs, feems 
much too flight a thread, to drag it into 
the fpace which it now occupies.

Chaucer’s poem of the Black Knight 
comes now under confederation. From 
the literal fubjeft of this poem, for we 
jnuft wave the conjectural, we find a 
true lover is unjultly afperfed to his 
miftrefs, who giving ear to his accufers, 
is confequently driven to defpair. We 
are led hence to a confideration of the 
tafte for allegory in general 5 this in­
troduces a companion of the paffion of 
love and the fentiment of loyalty, 
which is followed by a defcription of 
the latter, that fomehow Hides into the 
youth and /acred character of Richard 
the Hd; and Upon this fubjeCt we 
really have fome very fine writing, 
without much information or amule- 
ment.

The conclufion of this poem, we 
think with Mr. G., is adorned with 
thofe lively, fpirited, and cheerful 
views of nature, in which the genius 
of the Bard delighted to luxuriate.

This is -fucceeded by the death of 
the French Monarch, Charles the Vth ; 
events concomitant theretoj and h’s 
literary character:— _ .

He was fond of reading; and it 
was difficult to prefent him with any 

thing which he valued more than 
books. John, his father, left a col­
lection not exceeding twenty 5 but he 
increafed his library to nine hundred.”

The poll-tax of a fhilling a head, 
W'hich is derived from a latent prin­
ciple inftilled by the Good Parliament, 
is mentioned as the precurfor of one of 
the molt terrible infurreftions record­
ed in hiftory.

Mr. G. opens the account of the year 
1381 with the Hate of Ibciety in Eu­
rope, which feems to have differed but 
little from the times immediately pre­
ceding. In this difquintion, after enu­
merating the evils arifing from the lax 
ftate of government, he proceeds to 
fbew, in its effeCts, the^v'eral infecu- 
rity of the people. “ Rapes, murders, 
pillages, and extortion, were the com­
mon complaints which grew out of 
^this fpecies of fociety.

“ The walled towns, the abodes of 
opulence and traffic, were the only 
places in which any thing like a regu­
lar police prevailed. The open coun­
try was, too often, a fcene of robbery 
to the traveller, and of unrefifting op- 
preffion to the fettled inhabitant.”

Any one in the leaft acquainted with 
the manner of our Author, may eafily 
conjecture that this is a prelude to the 
whole hiftory of Wat Tyler’s infur- 
reCtion; the gallant behaviour of Rich­
ard the IId,at the conference in Smith- 
field; Walworth’s intrepidity; and the 
death of the arch-rebel. Perhaps, how­
ever irrelevant all this (fully detailed as 
it is,) may be in the life of Chaucer, we 
ftiould not have made any violent ob­
jection, had the Author flopped here ; 
but we do not efcape fo eafily: our 
funifihmentand that of the rebels feem to 
go hand in hand. With reipeCt to the 
latter, Mr. G., after he has Hated that 
fifteen hundred perlons are laid to 
have periffied, fets about ferioufly to 
inquire into their crimes and atro­
cities; though at the clofe ofthis dif- 
quifition, we muft do him the juftice 
to fay, he places in a true light the 
modern ftate of fociety; very accu­
rately, from caufes fpecified, deduces 
its effects; and pays a proper and well- 
deferved compliment to the prefent 
iituation of his native land.

We have obferved, that we could not 
very eafily difcern how Wat Tyler’s 
infurreCtion could be brought to bear 
upon the life of Chaucer ; but as there 
is no fetting bounds to ingenuity, we 
find they coalize in this manner: It 

appears^ 
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appears, as has before been hinted, to 
have been the defign of Mr. G. to 
bring every thing that happened in 
the age of the Bard before the eye of 
the reader, and, whether he faw them 
or did not fee them, as there are many 
things in every period which even the 
mofi inquifitive neither fee nor hear of, 
to tie them together in this manner. 
“ This was the (late of f'ociety which 
Chaucer yaw, and which could not but 
occafion him many profound reflec­
tions;” which he, of courfe, transfufed 
into his works; which works being 
drawn into the vehicle in which they 
are now fufpendgd, diftil new reflec­
tions; the fumes of thefe produce new 
obfervations; thefe carefully papered 
up become new volumes 5 and fo we 
may proceed ad infinitum.

It is as impoflible as unneceflary to 
follow the Author through the eight or 
nine Succeeding pages, which are only 
enlivened by the pofition, that “the 
caufes which produced the excefles of 
Wat Tyler and his aflbciates were the 
caufes to which Chaucer owed his 
being as a Poet.”

That is, a Poet and a Rebel may both 
be produced by a poll-tax!

Though this is aflerted, and many 
words walled upon the fubjedt, it is by 
no means proved. The fcene is (bon 
after occupied by the King of Caftille, 
who, it appears, was at. Berwick during 
the rebellion, whence he retired to 
Edinburgh ; while Edmund of Langley 
was tent to Spain, on what may be 
termed a fleevelefs errand.

We are much better pleafeil with this 
Chapter than we were with the laft, as 
it does not feem to be entirely a tranf- 
cript from the hiftory of England, 
though it begins with the marriage of 
Richard the'lld, “now fifteen years 
of age, with Ann of Bohemia, filler 
to Wenceflaus, Emperor of Germany. 
This Princefs appears to have been 
about his own age; and the King, 
whole fufceptible temper led him to 
conceive the moll violent attachments, 
appears to have loved her, during the 
whole period in which (he was his con- 
fort, with a fervour and paflion that has 
feldom been equalled. Her temper was 
cheerful, her manners were prepoflefl- 
ing, and the whole of her conduct was 
fo blamelefs and humane, as to have 
gained from cotemporaries and poste­
rity the appellation ot ‘ the Good 
Queen Ann.’ ”

“ hi this mbft aufpicious period of 

the reign of Richard the lid, Chaucer 
was one of the Courtiers who came to 
pay their duty to their new Sovereign. 
Ann of Bohemia, prompted, as we may 

fuppofe, as to his merits and character, 
complimented his talents, but cotide- 
fcendingly cenfured the topics upon 
which he had exercifed them. The Ro- 
maunt of the Rofe was evidently a fatire 
upon the fofter (ex ; Troilus and Cre- 
fide was the tale of a loyal lover and in-*  
conftant miftrefs: both fevere againft 
the ladies.”

In confequence, it appears to have 
been at the Queen’s fuggeftion that he 
produced his “ Legend of Gode Wo­
men of which the plan is dated, and 
the Poet artfully introduced, for the 
purpofe of having an apology made 
for the licence of his pen by Aiceftes, 
who ODferv.es, that the works in which 
he had done amifs were tranflations, 
but he had many other things, un­
exceptionable in their nature ; fuch 
as,
“ Many a hymn for youre Holydaies, 
That highten balades, rondels, vere- 

laies.”
She then mentions the reft of his works, 
and in the courfe of her argument in- 
terfperfes leffbns on government.

This mediation of Aiceftes is fucceflb 
ful; the God of Love furrenders the 
Poet into her hands ; and his fine is, 
that he (hall write a Legend
“ Of Gode Women, Maidens, and eke 

Wives,
That weren trewe in loving all their 

lives;”
and in conclufion, when he lias com­
pleted the praife of the other females, 
that he (hall praife Aiceftes herfelf.

We have quoted thus much to (hew, 
that the addreffing a poem of this na­
ture, apologetic in the firft inftance, 
and highly claflical as the (lory pro­
ceeds, to fo young a lady as the Queen, 
is a proof of the chaite and elegant 
turn of her mind, which awed the 
Poet into a belief that an apology was 
neceflary for works which had even 
met the eye of Queen Philippa.

Whatioever defire we may have to 
proceed, we feel a reluctance to pafs 
over any of thole touches of genius 
that adorn the literature of the times, 
which, upon reflection, appear to have 
been far more polilhed than is gene­
rally imagined. Among thefe, there 
(eems to be fomething fo inexpreliibly

O 0 z ' poetical 

ODferv.es
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poetica’ and pretty in “ The Homage 
to the Daify,” that we cannot help 
wifhing it had been indigenous to this 
country.

The poem of “ The Flower and the 
Leaf/’ is another effort of an elegant 
mind, excurfive fancy, and elevated 
genius, which are obvious, in making 
Nature the parent of Allegory. By this 
we obferve, that the Bard has endued 
the latter with a fublimity founded 
upon the bafis of truth, fuch as is not 
■very frequently difcovered in profane 
writings, and which, while it affifts the 
pervading powers of his imagination, 
gives to his fantaftic and aerial forms 
and vifionary creation a momentary 
fubftantiality,

This, it will be remarked, is not 
exactly the opinion of Mr. G. refpeft- 
ing this poem, Ue thinks the original 
fomewbat defective in perfpicuity, and 
that Dryden, in his verfion, has (till 
more obfcured the purpofe of it. Dry­
den looked upon the poem with the eye 
of a poet: he caught the divine ener­
gy, the elegant ehtbufiafm of the Au­
thor ; he knew' that the glowing pro­
geny of fancy, the fervid emanations 
of talents and fenfibility, whether ex­
hibited in a poem or a picture, whether 
viewed mentally or corporeally, would 
have the greater effect if feen through 
either an imaginary or real medium. 
It was, therefore, his care to difplay 
the former, in which he could blandilh 
and harmonize the luxuriance of his 
own genius, and even occafionally re­
prefs the vivid colouring, the glaring 
brilliancy of his fancy, by blending 
their tints with the dulcet pencil of 
Simplicity,

We have, with very inferior powers, 
confidered the poem in this point of 
view; and we are convinced, that if 
Mr. G. lays down his critical, and 
takes up his poetical pen 3 if he throw' 
the reins upon the necks of the Heeds 
that have heretofore almoll run away 
with his imagination 5. he will, in the 
contemplation of new objects, in the 
difcovery of new beauties, deem our 
Opinion of it, though comparatively 
cold, at leaft correct.

To return to the .Daify. We cannot 
fubfcribe to the opinion of Mr. G-» 
that “ it is an objeit inadequate to 
excite the tranfports of enthufiafm in a 
poetic mind.” The humbler the object, 
if ajiy of this clafs of the productions of 
.nature may be laid to be humbler than 
the other, the mere likely is it to Qall 

forth the original powers of the human 
intellect. It is, in our judgment, An­
gularly unpbilofophical to obferve, that 
a Hower, whole greateft beauty is fim- 
plicity, “ affuraes no Rate.” What 
ftste does a role, for inflance, affume ? 
What awe does it infpire ? In fait, the 
mere vehicle, be it a lily or rofe, be it 
a crown imperial, (as Mr. G. is fond of 
magnificent objefts,)or a humble daify, 
is immaterial to a man of true talte. 
The poet’s eye glancing from heaven 
to earth, as it can, as has been ob- 
ferved, pervade, fo can his hand draw 
dowm and tranfmit to after ages, the 
brilliancy of the molt elevated objeirs, 
fo to the Iky can it exalt the hum- 
blell 1

Referring the curious reader to the 
remainder of this Chapter for a defini­
tion of the various fpecies of poetry, a 
difquifition into and diffeftion of which 
feem to have colt the Author fome 
pains, we (hall only note, that, in the 
conclufion, we find Chaucer appointed 
Comptroller of the Smail Cuftoms. 
This boon, we may fuppofe, was con­
ferred upon him at the requeft of Ann 
of Bohemia, and to have been the pledge 
by which fhe conlfituted him her poet.

From poetry we proceed to politics. 
((Richard the lid being now a hulband, 
and inflated in the faculties and immu­
nities of a man, it was natural that he 
Ihoukl be eager to put a clofe to the pe­
riod of his pupillage.”

This paffage forms the firft Rep into 
the reign of this unfortunate Monarch.. 
One of the earlieft ails of his perfonal 
authority was, we find, the difmiffal of 
Sir .Richard Scrope from his office of 
Chancellor. His portrait and character 
fucceed. “ He” (the King) “ was 
beautiful in his perfon, magnificent 
in his temper, and courageous in the 
bent of his difpofitions. But he was 
wayward, fickle, and headftrong.” 
Thefe traits are exemplified in fome 
inftances ; in others, his conjugal affec­
tion and friendthip difplay him in the 
light of the molt amiable of mankind j 
the final! macula, which the Author 
thinks are fymptoms of the imbecility 
of his difpoiition, recede before, and 
are obliterated by, thefplendour of his 
virtues j and. we can only lament, in 
his fall, the depravity of the times, 
or, probably, the depravity of the hu­
man heart, when its poffeffors are placed 
in certain Situations.

The vices of ambition and interelt 
have, alas 1 quads many whom, perhaps, 

Nature
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Nature defigned for fools, confummate 
villains.

Mr. G. now enters largely into the 
charafters of the Minifters of this pe­
riod, and moft truly obferves, that the 
hiftory of bad Minifters who have 
gained the confidence of a young and 
thoughtlefs Monarch has been athou- 
fand times related, and is always the 
fame. This is certain ; and we have 
often lamented, that the inflaming and 
gratifying the paffions and debauching 
the mind of a youthful Prince fhould 
not have fubjefted the criminal to the 
fame punilhrnent as violating the per- 
fon of a Princefs.

Richard fell, as many Monarchs both 
before and fince his time have fallen, 
a facrifice to the nefarious arts of men 
who, while they fuffered the great inte- 
refts of the public, the general good of 
the country, to be abandoned, were 
only anxious, by any fteps, however 
irregular, to afcend the heights of 
power and dignity ; to ftimulate the 
Monarch to fquander, that they might 
accumulate; and to oppofe, impede, 
and circumvent each other, in every 
meafure from which national benefit, 
and confequently popularity, are likely 
to be derived.

Thefe obfervations were ftrongly ex­
emplified in the anitnofity of the mif- 
leaders of the youthful King againft 
his uncle, John of Gaunt, who pro­
bably, by his experience, developed 
their machinations, and endeavoured 
to reclaim his nephew from the paths 
of boundlefs and wanton profulioq. 
and prodigality, to thofe of order, de­
corum, and fbber magnificence.

The next Chapter, the forty-fixth, 
contains, as the anatomifts fay, a com­
pages of the moft diffimilar and hetero­
geneous articles, metaphorically tied, 
or rather really bound together in the 
‘c Life of Chaucer,” that one could have 
imagined ingenuity could have fug- 
gelled, or induftry have collefted; 
perhaps the mere contents will fatisf'y 
the reader; we allure him the perufal 
.of them has more than fati.sfied us ; 
thefe we (hall proceed to lay before him 
as per bead-piece. Imprimis, “ Progrefs 
of Wickliffe.” Item, “ Tranflation of 
the Bible—Controverfy of the real Pre­
fence—Policy of the King of Caftil.le — 
Of Courtney, Archbifhop of Canter­
bury— Wickliffe expelled the Univer­
sity—Temper of the King of Caftille 
illu fl rated.”

Thefe great heads are fqbdivided 

into many inferior; and of thefe the 
members, branches, and ramifications, 
embrace a variety of articles. We are 
no enemies to thefe epifod’cal excur- 
fions, where they are appofitely and 
judicioufiy infected; but here, the 
main fubjeft of the piece, or what 
fhould have been the main fubjeft of 
the piece, remains dormant, while our 
attention is direfted to matters that 
neither have arifen from, nor feena to 
bear the ieaft upon it. All at once
“ The play (lands ftill, da rn action and 

difcourfe ;
Back fly the icenes, and enter foot and 

horle;
Pageants on pageants in long order 

drawn,
Peers, Heralds, Bifhops, Ermine, Gold, 

and Lawn :
The Champion too I”

What the controverfy concerning 
<c the Real Prefence” could have to du 
with the life of Chaucer, we are yet to 
learn! However, we are much obliged 
to the Author, that in this he Jias let 
us off fo eafy : he might, according to 
his fyltem, have quoted all the folios 
that have been written upon the fub­
jeft.

From politics we return to poetry, 
tinftured indeed with religious contro. 
verly, and therefore juftly deemed by 
our Author (who we think was of our 
opinion, that the Bard had too much 
genius to engage in a purluit whofe 
only fupport was dulnefs, afting upon 
ignorance) as fuppolitions.

“ The advocates of the doftrines of 
Wickliffe, it appeared, were anxious to 
prefs the venerable name of Chaucer 
into their caufe 1 It (allo) appeared no 
very (trained hypothefis to ftate the 
Poet as a Lollard. They” (our an- 
ceftors) t( therefore thought proper to 
give to the public, as Chaucer’s, certain 
competitions, in profe and verfe, writ­
ten to promote the direft purpofes of 
ecclefiaftical reformation, on the model 
of Wickliffe. It was in this way that 
a profe declamation againft the.abu(es 
of the Church, entitled d Jack Up­
land,’ has been, attributed to him. In 
the fame manner an additional article 
became foifted into the Canterbury 
Tales, called ‘ The Plowman’s Tale.’ 
Even a further compofition in a fimilar 
manner was aligned to Chaucer, called 
‘ The Pilgrim’s Tale,’ which bears 
internal marks of having been written 
later than the year 1536.

“ The
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<c The mentioning the Plowman’s 
Tale, naturally leads to the confidera- 
tion of a work of no fmall merit, cer­
tainly the production of the age of 
Chaucer, entitled ‘ The Vifions of 
Pierce Plowman.’ ”

Thefe are thus applauded by Spenfer, 
5n his apologue to the Shepherd’s 
Calender

Dare not to match thy pipe with Tety- 
rus, his ftyle,

Nor with the Pilgrim that the Plowman 
plaid a wile.”

<£ The Author of the Vifions of 
Pierce Plowman is faid to have been 
Robert Langland, a Pried, (Wood 
fays, a Monk,) born at Mortimer 
Cleobury, in the county of Salop, and 
Fellow of Oriel College, Oxford.” 
To this information is added an ac-
count of the poem, and fome extrafts ; 
which are followed by a critique, in 
which its popularity with the Lollards 
is recorded. “ The genius of the Au­
thor was their boafi, his fatire their 
confolation ; with them his work was a 
favourite companion and relaxation.”

Mr. G., who is fond of lifting every 
matter to the bran, enters into a com­
panion of Langland and Chaucer, who, 
though living at the fame period, he 
laments that they were unknown to 
each other, becaufe the ardour of his 
benevolence leads him to fuggeft, ‘that 
Chaucer would have taken his rival 
Poet by the hand, “ introduced him 
to the palaces of the Great, and plenti­
fully fupplied him with the means of 
improvement.” How Mr. G. knows 
this, for the faff is he pofitively aflerts 
it, we are at a lofs to conjeflure.

The commencement of the forty­
eighth Chapter is alfo the commence­
ment of the reign of the unfortunate 
Charles the Vltb, of France, and dif- 
plays a pifture of the Hate of that 
country, in which infurreftions finnlar 
to thofe which had in this clouded the 
minority of Richard the Hd had ari- 
fen, from, perhaps, fimilar measures, 
Thefe afford a field for expatiation, 
which the Author has taken care to 
cultivate. He observes, that “ the 
flatefmen of England” (rather con­
trary to the charafter of Englifh ftatel- 
men) “ were inspired with the defire 
of taking advantage of the anarchy in 
France ; and that the King was not 
difplealed at the,1’uggeftion. He ac­
cordingly, in May, announced to his 
Parliament the pl.nl of a voyage royal 
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toFrance.” This introduces the well, 
known fchifm in the Church, when, 
like Janus, the papal power difplayed 
two faces, one of which was exhibited 
at Rome, the other at Avignon. John 
of Gaunt at this time propofed an 
expedition to Spain, and the Bilhop of 
Norwich a crufadc to Flanders. The 
former was declined; while the latter 
received the fanftion of Parliament. 
Having mentioned thefe things, the 
date of Spain and Flanders follow of 
courfe. The motives for invaiion are 
canvaifed ; the characters of James and 
Philip de Artevelle difplayed ; and the 
various fluctuations of the war detailed, 
to the end of the Chapter. Here we 
are glad to find ourfelves relieved from 
the trouble and hazard of marching 
with our Author from one part of 
France and Flanders to another, by 
a truce which brings us once more 
to England, where, as “ after joy 
comes grief,” we are forry to find 
fcenes of contention appear, which, 
as Mr. G. fuggeft?, arofe from a deep- 
laid confpiracy againft the life and 
honour of the King of Caftille, who, 
with his fon Henry of Bolingbroke, 
who now' makes his debuft had excited 
the envy of the Courtiers.

The confpiracy, we learn, had fpread 
into the City, and its effefts fiilt ap­
peared in the contention for the office 
of Chief Magiftrate; with which, by- 
the-bye, we cannot fee any reafon he 
had to meddle. The ftate of the City 
of London at the time of this conten­
tion, the leaders of which were Sir 
Nicholas Bember and John of North­
ampton, is defcribed ; and we find 
Chaucer involved in the bufinefs as a 
fupporter of the latter, who was the 
popular, though the unfuccefsful, can­
didate.

This unfortunate contention is the 
parent of another, betwixt our Author 
and Mr. Tyrwhit. We fliould, per­
haps, get into a fcrape with him our­
felves, if we were to fay what we think 
of this matter ; but at the lame time we 
freely declare, that his knowledge is far 
beyond any thing we ever heard or 
read of, for he knows exaclly in what 
light the riot that enfued appeared to 
Chaucer, which, he fays, we may be 
certain was not the lame in which 
it appeared to Mr. Tyrwhit; and fur­
ther hints, that he who would conlider 
the tranfaftions of diffant ages, mult 
be upon his guard againft the fupercili- 
Otilnels and apathy which the lapfe of 

centuries
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Centuries is apt to produce. We find 
that the Bard, whatfoever he might 
have thought, or howfoever he might 
have communicated his ideas to Mr. 
G., had been fo active in the con­
tention, which we fear prepared the 
way for fome of much greater import­
ance, that he deemed it neceflary to 
con fill t his fafety by flying to Flan­
ders.

“ After the affair of John of North­
ampton,” who was tried, and punifhed 
•with confifcation and perpetual impri- 
fonment, “ Chaucer fpent feveral years 
in ad.verfity and diftrefs; though, it 
appears, he was in England nine months 
after the arreft of John ofNoithamptori, 
and three months fubfequently to the 
trial of that ringleader.”

Chaucer, it is faid, pafled firft to 
Hairiault, of which his father-in-law 
was a native, and afterward repaired 
to Zealand, where he aflifted fome of 
his fellows in exile. It feems that he 
was not deprived of his office of Comp­
troller of the Cuftoms : on the con­
trary, he was, by patent, in the year 
J 385, (when he was, it is reafonable to 
fuppofe, in exile,) permitted to execute 
its functions by deputy.

He had, it is Hated, like moft other, 
men who truft their affairs to agents, 
from the diftrefs in which their careleff- 
hefs or treachery involved him, re'afon 
to repent his confidence in them. From 
this it appears that his wife accompa­
nied him. He had at this time two 
fons ; Thomas, of the age of thirteen, 
and Lewis, in his fourth year. Whe­
ther both, or either, were with them, 
is uncertain: Mr. G . is inclined to 
think that they took their youngeft.

To follow the Author through his 
hypothetical reafoning upon theie im­
portant fubje&s $ to thridall the various 
mazes and labyrinths whict^ his per- 
liapfes and fuppofes have created, 
(though certainly not impoffible, if we 
had as much paper and time to fpare as 
he feems to have had,) would have been 
ufelefs ; for even had we been poffefled 
of thefe advantages to as great a degree, 
had we not employed them upon ob- 
jedls of greater certainty, we ftiould 
have afforded little fatisfadtion to our- 
felves, and, we fear, ftill lefs to our 
readers.

The reflexions of the Bard upon the 
fituatidn of his children, which molt 
likely never occurred, as it is uncer­
tain whether his children were ever 
in a fituacion to produce there*  His

embarrafltnents, 11 which probably he 
might have avoided if he had applied to 
A lbert Duke of Bavaria, who had mar­
ried Matilda ofLancafter, the lifter of 
Blanche.” Probably he might not ! 
However, the fpirit of the Poet would 
not buffer him to make the experiment. 
“ In fine, he refolded, rather than lan­
guid! in exile and beggary, to return 
home, and fubmit his life, if neceflary, 
to the laws and lawyers of his own 
country.” Obfervations upon the 
condition of Chaucer; on the effects 
of his poetry in thofe unrefined ages j 
on the unreftrained, coftly, and elegant 
ftile of life that he had adopted, con- 
trafted with his prefent retired and 
deftitute lituatibn ; give rife to more 
olfervations, which are continued till 
he leaves the Flemings, “ a people not 
lefs barbarous than thofe which Ovid 
had found on the borders of the Euxine 
Sea,” and returns to England ; where, 
after Mr. G. has fuggefted, fuppofed, 
and hoped, through a page, he was 
taken intocuftody, and, as isfuppofed^ 
committed to the Tower.

Upon this fubjedt our Author, who 
wavers from point to point like a nee­
dle in a compafs-box, now feems afrefli 
to doubt, whether Chaucer was in Eng­
land before the year 1386, when he.gave 
teftimony in the church of St. Marga­
ret, Weftminfter, in the remarkable 
caufe of Scroop and Grofvenor : this 
produces an hypothefis with refpeft to 
his leave of abfence and the date of his 
flight; and the conclufion of thefe con­
jectures is, “ that it feems to follow 
that he was brought from the Tower 
to give teftimony in this caufe by' order 
of the court military, who it mult be 
fuppofed to hive been furniflied with 
fufficient powers for this purpofe.”

Partridge himfelf, though the belt 
gueffer of the period which he illumi­
nated, would rot, were he living, have 
patience to fellow the Author in his 
conjeflures repeating Chaucer’s exile 
and imprifonnent. We muft leave 
this inveftigatbn to men of cooler heads, 
who are confecuently more able decy- 
pherers; and, glancing a little towards 
politics, obferte, that all file evils and 
inconvenience buffered by the Bard 
litem to have a-ifen out of the ebulli­
tions of the tiiT.es. Perhaps the party, 
who knew that their arms were not 
long enough toreach bis patron, John 
of Gaunt, were glad to glut their im­
potent malice by urging bis flight, pro- 
fcription, and inprifonment: perhaps, 
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which we believe to be the fact, he had, 
like his brethren in all ages and na­
tions, more wit than either judgment 
or dilcretion, and had, from that per­
vading mind which enabled him to 
look into future times, fliewn the effects 
of public meafures then only in embryo, 
in a manner that was then thought to 
gird at the authors of them : perhaps 
his penetration and genius were his 
greateft enemies; and the leaders of 
oppofition, wiflring to remove a man 
who was able to fathom every depth 
and ihoal of their defigns, were glad of 
the opportunity which his attachment 
to party afforded them, to obfctire and 
reprefs the brilliancy of talents, that, 
like an intellectual mirror, difplayed to 
them hourly the deformity of their own 
aCtions.

Thefe are all conjectures; and, if 
they wander wide of the mark, the only 
excufe we can make is, that we have lb 
attentively read and deeply confidered 
the work of Mr. G., that we have 
caught both his manner and fenti- 
ments; and hereby warn him, that we 
fhall certainly Ikulk behind his quarto 
ftields to guard us from any attack, or 
to repel any cenfure that our enemies, 
or his, may prepare in confequence of 
our efforts.

*« During the feenes of tumult and 
confufion which the convulfive Rate of 
England in the tenth and eleventh 
years of Richard the lid engendered, 
Chaucer remained a prifoner in the 
very vortex of all the outrages that 
were committing. It is in the period 
of adverfity, more than any other, that 
a well ordered mind reaps, to the full, 
the pre-acquired advantages of litera­
ture, cultivation, and reflection.”

Of the conjectural jefleCtions and 
fenfations of the Bard during his im- 
prifonment, it is unnexlfary to pro­
duce a fpecimen. W< find, that as 
Boethius, in the fame circumltances, 
had penned the Confutation ofphilo- 
fophy, Chaucer, in a file more myfti- 
cal and obfeure, reaib <uirote “ The 
Teftament of Love.” So fair an oppor­
tunity to compare, and indeed at fome 
length criticife, thefe :wo works, was 
not to be neglefted. This our Author 
has performed with bis ufual ftjccefs; 
and though it mult beobferved that he 
gives the laurel to themoil ancient, yet 
he analyfes the Teftanent of Love in a 
manner which fhews that, if the many 
j>rivy things folded up in it are not
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underRood, it is not the fault of thQ 
Editor.

Allegory, at once the glory and the 
vice of the writers of thole remote pe­
riods, feems to us, in this work, to be 
drained to an extent that, in fome 
places, touches the very verge of 
abfurdity. The dialogue betwixt the 
prifoner and Love is, we think, an 
inRance of this connexion t though 
we would feparate that part where 
he firlt adopted the myflical fyftem 
of notions intended to be lignified 
under “the worlhip of the Daily;” 
for however eccentric thefe notions 
may be, the idea of a combination of 
metaphyfics with natural philofophy 
was, as has before been obferved, as 
elegant as novel. It has fince been 
adopted by other writers, and many 
fpecimens of the purelt ethics have 
been deduced from it.

About this period we hail the reRo­
ration of Richard the lid, who foon 
after difmiffed Thomas of Woodffock 
and the Chancellor. He took no other 
vengeance of his enemies, nay, he even 
remitted fome of their fines, alfo of 
the taxes, and publiflied a general par­
don.

We do not find that Chaucer, though 
patronifed by the good Queen Anne, 
came quite fo honourably out of con­
finement as might have been expected. 
The price of his liberation is Rated to 
be, the impeachment of his former 
aflbeiates. To this he ultimately yield­
ed. This, Mr. G. very properly fays, 
was the circumRance in the life of the 
Bard which conveys the moR unfavour­
able idea of him to modern times, and 
for which, though he philofophically 
examines the motives, he offers no­
thing in extenuation, but what, we 
think, makes the matter worfe, namely, 
that, timid by nature, he had neither 
Rrength of mind nor philofophy fuffi- 
cient to refill the threats and importu­
nities of adminillration : that is, as we 
tranflate them, his motives for this 
perfidy were, either fear to lofe or hope 
to gain; motives that exhibit the pic­
ture of a mind weak or venal, fuch a 
one as, we think, never Simulated 
the actions of Chaucer: of this, his 
being his own accufer is an in- 
Rance ; for that man mult be the pof- 
feffor of confcious reftitude that, could 
Rate an accufation againft bimfelf when 
he was no longer cenfured, and venture 
upon a meafure which he knew muff 
have revived malignity, if he had ever 

entertained
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entertained theleaftapprehenfion of its 
effects.

The fifty-firft Chapter commences 
with the prefentation of crowns of gold 
to John of Gaunt and his confort, on 
their taking leave of the King and 
Queen previous to their departure for 
Spain. The ultimate fnccefs of this 
expedition was his marrying his deleft 
daughter, Philippa of Lancaster, to the 
King of Portugal, and the treaty of 
peace which was effected fbon after his 
return to Aquitaine; by which,'betides 
marrying his other daughter to the 
Prince ofthe Aufturias,he gained much 
more than could have been expefted 
from the events of the war. He re­
turned to London after an abfence of 
two years, with fofty-feven mules * 
loaded with chefts of gold, was hailed 
with the warmed' congratulations, and 
foon after created Dake of Aquitaine.

Chaucer, in the fummer of 1389, 
was appointed to the office of Clerk 
ofthe Works at Windfor, and in 1390 
employed in the repairs of St. George’s 
Chapel. This employment, though we 
might have imagined it congenial to 
the temper and difpofition of the Bard, 
it does not appear he held above twenty 
months. Whether the office was taken 
from him and given to fome more ufe- 
ful and confummate courtier (or archi- 
teA) ; or whether, “ fatiated with the 
hurry and turmoils of a public life, be­
ing now fixty-three, he determined to 
fyertd the fliort remainder of it in the 
raid ft of that fimplicity and folitiide 
which he fo ardently loved,” is uncer­
tain. Tradition reprefents him as 
palling fome of his lait years at his 
houfe at Woodftock; and Mr. G. 
has ventured to give us his fentiments 
upon this fubject at two different 
periods of his exiftence, which,as we 
have before hinted, is extending the 
beauties of biography nearly as far as 
they can be extended. “ He,” Chau­
cer, “ had more than thirty years be­
fore left the place, with powers of the 
higheft promife ; he returned qualified' 
to produce—The Canterbury Tales.” 
Thefe “ tales v>as the work of years, 
and was never completed ; the number 
intended feems to have been fixty ; 
but in Mr. Tyrwhit’s edition, whofe 
reafonings upon the genuinenefs of 
the tales are entitled to our commenda­
tion, there are only twenty-four : 
there might have occurred allufions 

to the depofition of Richard the lid 
and the' acceffion of Henry the IVth ; 
and this would have furnifhed no argu­
ment of the period at which they were 
undertaken.”

The Canterbury Tales, like thofe of 
Bocaccio, are cormeAed by being put 
into the mouths of a number of ima­
ginary relators, who rehearfe them fox; 
their common amufement.”

We are exceedingly -doubtful if the 
relators of thofe tales are fo imaginary as 
Mr. G. feems inclined to believe. It 
is true, that the affembling them in the 
way that they are affembled at a place 
which ftill remains, was, perhaps, an 
effort of the imagination ; though in 
Chaucer’s time, pilgrimages of the 
fame nature were as common in this 
country as they have, to a much later 
date, been upon the continent. There 
is not the fmalleft doubt, but from the 
ftrong outline of each character, and! 
the vivid tints with which it was filled 
up, every pilgrim was a portrait 
molt’ accurately delineated from the 
life. Dryden recognizes this talent in 
two poets, when he fays, “ I fee 
Bancis and Philemon as perfeAly before 
me, as if fome ancient painter had 
drawn them.” That ancient painter 
Was Ovid, who unqueftionably took 
nature for his model, and peopled an 
Imaginary cottage with raz/peafants 1 
he then continues, “and all the pil­
grims in the Canterbury Tales, their 
humours, their features, and even 
their drefs, as' if I’ had fapped with 
them at the Tabard, in Southwark 
whither, it is moil probable, the in- 
quifitive genius of Chaucer often led 
him ; nay, we think we fhd'uld venture 
little, in obferving upon a work fo 
hypothetical as this which we are re­
viewing, if we were to fuppofe that 
he had aAually made a pilgrimag*  to 
the fhrine of the holy Martyr. Pil­
grimages were, we believe, in thofe 
ages, (when excurfiveamufements,fucli 
as abound in modern times, were un­
known,) undertaken as frequently from 
motives of pleafure as devotion.- The 
Tabard in Southwark, which .probably 
rofe upon the martyrdom of St. Thomas 
a Becket, was not the only inn in" this 
country for the reception of votaries. 
Wherefoeyer there was a (brine, there 
was an inn, dr rather a chain of inns, 
from the metropolis, appendant to it. 
Nor do we believe, as Mr. G, affects, 

*
Vol. XLV. April 1804.

Kniphtan. 
Pp that



THE LONDON REVIEW,

that “ thefe pilgrims travelled in large 
Companies, like caravans of merchants, 
acrofs the African and Afian defarts for 
protection.” There was too much fanc- 
tity annexed to the idea of their jour­
ney, even in thofe rude, turbulent, but 
fuperftitious times, to render protec­
tion neceffary to them. There was 
Something fuppofed to be fo holy in 
their errand, that the moll favage 
robber or band of robbers would not 
have dared to have lifted up their 
hands againft them. The reafbn why 
pilgrims travelled in large bodies is 
to be gathered from the Canterbury 
Tales. It was to enjoy unreftrained 
the pleafures of fociety; a cuftom 
which operated in vifits to the (brine 
of St. Winifrid, St. Gall, the Lady of 
Loretto, and many others.

Our Author, in the courfe of his 
obfervations on thefe extraordinary 
efforts of the human mind, introduces 
a companion betwixt them and the 
Decameron of Bocaccio', in which he 
very julily gives the preference to the 
effiifions of the Englilh Poet.

“ There is,” fays Mr. G., “ an­
other fpot of Englifli ground, befide 
Woodftock, which has been confecrated 
by readers of tafte and imagination, by 
a traditionary connexion with the name 
of Chaucer. This is Donnington Caf­
tle, near Newbury, in the county of 
Berks.”

In fupport of this affertion, a num­
ber of authorities, ancient and modern, 
are quoted, which, we think, puts the 
matter out of doubt ; and had we, like 
him, fit in judgment upon it, like him 
we Ihould have overruled the objections, 
though fome of them are urged by an 
antiquary (Grofe), whofe general opi­
nions we hold in high eftimation.

“ The coincidence is worthy of our 
attention between Chaucer’s acquifition 
of Donnington and the third marriage 
of his patron the Duke of Aquitaine. 
In July 1394. died the Spanilh con fort 
of John of Gaunt. We have already 
feen, that this Prince had been, for 
nearly twenty years, on terms of the 
moft: intimate connexion with Catha­
rine Lady Swinford, the lifter of Chau­
cer’s wife. This Lady had born him 
three fons, afterwards known by the 
titles of Earl of Somerfet, Cardinal Beau­
fort, and the Duke of Exeter; from 
the eldeft of whom there weie lineally 
defcended the Princes of the boule 
of Tudor, and all the Sovereigns 
who, from the clofe of the fifteenth 

century, have fwayed the fceptre of 
England.”

In confequence of this marriage, we 
find that John of Gaunt, with that 
magnificent liberality which diftin- 
guiftied his character, beftowed upon 
Chaucer the eftate of Donnington 
Caftle. The manlion had been lately 
rebuilt, was elegant, cheerful, and 
agreeably lituated. “ It was after­
wards among the more confiderable 
poflefllons of the de la Poles, Dukes 
of Suffolk ; and, in the fequel, thought 
worthy to be beftowed by Henry the 
VIHth as a future refidence for his 
brother-in-law.” Mr. Grofe fays, that 
the Bard retired hither about 1397. 
Had Mr. G. told us this before, he 
might have fayed himfelf and us all 
the reafoning upon the authorities 
which he has quoted and we have 
examined : though he can hardly let 
the matter reft as it is: indeed we 
were fearful that he was going to raife. 
a new hypothecs. However, theburft- 
ing of this impending meteor only 
ferved to difcover fome traits in the 
fortune of Chaucer’s fon Thomas; up­
on whom we find that Henry the IVth 
conferred the offices of “ Conftable-of 
Wallingford Caftle, She'iff of Oxford­
shire for life I and Chief Butler to the 
Houlhold.

“ One of the moft curious particulars 
in the concluding part of the life of 
Chaucer, is the patent of protection 
granted to him by Richard the lid, 
of the date of the 12th of May 1398. 
It has been fuppofed, that this grant 
was made in reference to fome embar- 
rafl’ment in the life of the Poet. There 
is, however, nothing in the terms of 
the patent that leads to this conftruc- 
tion.”

We think not; and moreover are of 
opinion, that Mr. G. might, had he 
reflected a little, and confidered the 
time at which the patent was granted, 
which was when (we may believe, by 
the nev) ligature that more ftrongly 
united him to his old patron,) his pecu­
niary affairs were in the moft flourilhing 
ftate, and that conlequently he could 
not want protection in the way he feems 
to underftand it. Examining this mat­
ter with perhaps more attention than 
it deferves, we conceive that the patent 
emanated from that caution incident to 
exquifite fenfibility, and Kill more in­
cident to advanced age. Chaucer had 
been employed in a variety of affairs; 
he l^d, in the courfe of his public life, 

impelled
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irrtpelled lefs perhaps by verfatility of 
difpofition than a grateful adoption of 
the opinion of his great patron, ailed 
both for and againlt the Court. The 
times were turbulent; the principles 
of the higher order of men unsteady ; 
the health of John of Gaunt declining ; 
the throne tottering under the Mo­
narch; and he, himfelf, who had for­
tunately fleered through and cleared 
the fhoals and quickfands of adverfe 
fortune, placed, at this critical period, 
in a fituation of eafe and opulence, 
from which it did not require much 
penetration to conjecture, that, unlefs 
be could procure an anchor, another 
Ilorm might fet him adrift, when he 
had neither ftrength nor talents to 
enable him to regain the harbour. 
The patent of protection, therefore, 
we believe, was a meafure of caution, 
as a man engaged in public affairs 
of peculiar danger and delicacy would, 
in modern times, avail himfelf of an 
a<Si of grace, or, contracting to a very 
limited fenle a modern phrafe, which 
has had a pretty general application, 
would individually endeavour to obtain 
“ indemnity for the pad and fecurity 
for the future.” If any doubt re­
mained upon the mind of Mr. G., 
(for his dear delight is to doubt, 
fuppole, and guefs,) the conftruflion 
of the words of the deed ought to 
fatisfy him. We find Chaucer, after 
feven years’ retirement, and at feventy 
years of age, once more engaged in 
public life. We agree that it muft be 
no trivial concern that, at a period 
when literary redundance bad not yet 
formed a part of legal fcience, could 
authorife a defcription of “a great 
variety of arduous and urgent political 
tranfailions to be performed and ex­
pedited by Chaucer, as well in the pre­
fence as the abfence of the King, in 
various parts of the realm.” The 
patent, therefore, as we obferved, was 
an effort of caution left he fhould (as lias 
fometimes been the cafe in times when 
men have, from motives of <£ envy, 
hatred, and malice,” either to govern­
ment or individuals, oppofed to action 
counteraHion,'} be difquieted, moleft- 
ed, or impleaded, by certain perlons, 
his competitors, and vexed with fuits, 
complaints, and hoftility.

“ It was, perhaps, to reward Chaucer 
for the aftiduity with which he dif- 
charged the bulinefs here referred to, 
that he received, in the fame year, a 
grant of a tun of wine, yearly, to

291

be delivered to him by the King’s But­
ler, in the Port of London.”

About the time of the third marriage 
of John of Gaunt, Richard the lid, the 
character of whole government is well 
known, formed a lecond matrimonial 
contract with Ifabella, the daughter of 
the King of France, then feven years of 
age ; which produced a truce for thirty 
years, and, it has been conjeilured, 
gave birth to the confpiracy of which 
Thomas of Woodftock was the princi­
pal, which ended in the punifhment of 
fome of the confpirators, and the affafli- 
nation of their leader.

The quarrel betwixt Henry of Bo- 
lingbroke and Thomas Mowbray, Duke 
of Norfolk, and the fatal confeq uences 
of their banifhment to Richard the lid, 
are next defcanted on. Soon after which 
the laft fupport of his tottering throne 
was taken away, by the death of John of 
Gaunt, in the beginning of the year ' 
1399. Particulars of this event; of 
his life and chara&er; with the cha- 
rafter and difpofition of his fon Henry 
of Bolingbroke; Ipis landing in Eng­
land ; his apparent moderation and 
fticcefs; the capture of Richard the 
lid; and his depolition ; occupy a 
large fpace in this Chapter. “ It is 
neceflary,” fays Mr. G., “ that we 
fhould recolleft thefe particulars, that 
we may eftimate properly the conduit 
of the father of Engliih poetry in the 
laft period of his life.” Gower, who was 
an older man than Chaucer, was one of 
the firft to congratulate the new King 
upon his unexpected and ill-acquired 
dignity ; but Chaucer preferved the 
moll inviolable filence. “ Not one 
line has he dedicated to this revolu­
tion, not in one paffage of his works 
is there any mention of Henry of 
Bolingbrokea forbearance which, 
if not dictated by prudence, was cer­
tainly very honourable to the Bard.

Deiirous as we are to finifti this dif- 
quilition, we mull quote a curious do­
cument cited by Mr. G., for two rea- 
fons;. one to Ihew the refidence of 
Chaucer when he came to town, and 
the other the induftry of out Author.

“ There is preferved among the re­
cords in the office of the Dean and 
Chapter of Welfminfter, a leale made 
to Chaucer, by Robert Hermodfworth, 
Keeper of the Chapel of St. Margaret, 
Weftrninfier, in the name of the Ab­
bot, Prior, and Convent of Weit- 
minfter, of a tenement fituated in the 
garden of this Chapel, for the tsrni
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of fifty-three years, at the yearly rent of 
fifty-three (hillings and fourpence.”

Why Chaucer, except we allow this 
to be another trait of his care to -pro*  
wide age in ft all contingencies, flrould, 
at feventy years of age, hire ahoufe for 
fifty-threeyears, it feems rather difficult 
to difcoyer. The reafon of his removal 
to London lies nearer the furface; and 
was, probably, that in the then perilous 
fiate of the revolution he deemed a 
country refidence fcarcely fafe, and 
judged, that a proper retreat for one 
refolved to take no part in political 
affairs, was the metropolis.

On the plot for the affafilnation of 
Henry the IVth, the executions that 
followed, and the melancholy cataf- 
trophe of Richard the lid, it would 
be as ufelefs as unpleafant to dwell. 
Thefe events are the precurfors of the 
termination of the exiftence of the 
Bard. “ Chaucer died on the 25th 
of October 1400, in London, and, no 
doubt, in the houfe he had hired of the 
Abbot of Weftminfter; the fituation 
of which is faid to have been on nearly 
the fapie fpot” (where afterwards.flood 
the White-rofe Tavern, and) “ where 
Henry the VHth's Chapel now ftands.” 
He appears to have been a widower 
at the time of his death. “ His re­
mains were interred in Weftminfter 
Abbey. This venerable edifice had 
already, for centuries, been the burial- 
place for our Kings; and it is pro­
bable, that, at lead, the m.oft ufual 
motive for admitting the bones of any 
yerfon deceafed into this repofitory of 
Monarchs, was the honour with which 
he was contemplated by furvivors.” 
That {< the tomb of Chaucer reflects 
the higheft honour upon the roof under 
■which it is placed,” may, under cor­
rection, be a proper obfervation ; but 
how our Author could tell, omnilcious 
as we allow him to be, who were likely 
to have flood by at the time his remains 
•were depofited, we are at a lofs to dif- 
cover.

“ Having,” fays Mr, G., <£ accompa­
nied Chaucer through his public and 
poetical life, as far as our documents 
will enable us, from the cradle to the 
grave, it may be gratifying to take 
one connected and concluding view 
of his manners and habits, to furvey 
the features of his mind and the prin­
cipal traits of his chara&er.”

However Mr. G. may think, it necef­
fary to fum up evidence fo widely dif- 
fufed, we certainly do not, for this 

reafon, becaufe we have, in the courfe,- 
of this work, moft painfully and anx- 
ioufly endeavoured, with our belt abili­
ties, to comprefs the fame matter, difr 
perfed through more than a thoufand 
pages. Taking a retyofpecllve view, 
we are aftonithed at their number, con- 
fidering their fubjects; and criticifin 
feems to (brink at the fize of thefe two 
pondrpus volumes; which very natu­
rally introduces a queftion, Was fo 
much writing abfolutely requifite, 
allowing the Author, to the fulleft ex­
tent, the broad difplay which the title 
exhibits ? We think not s for thofe 
reafons that we have more than once, 
in the courfe of this examination, dated.

The Life of Geoffrey Chaucer, pror 
perly fo termed, (of which, limited as 
we were, we have touched upon and 
brought forward every material inci­
dent,) the reader tvill obferve, might 
have been comprifed in a pocket vo­
lume ; nay, without adverting to the 
many others that have detailed it, 
which actually has, in a great degree, 
been woven by Dryden into a part 
of the preface to his fables, which alfo 
contains fome obfervations upon the 
works of this his poetic father, the 
emanations of talfe and genius, confe- 
quently fo proper and fatisfaClory, that 
we ftjould have thought little could 
have been added, had we not feen the 
quartos that are the fubjeft of our pre­
fent confideration ; but ftill we wifli 
Mr. G. had paid moreattention to them.

Caught by the whittling of a name, 
or rather of two names, for we will not 
deny that our Author has obtained 
fome rank in literature, we (at down to 
the review of this work, with pleafure 
and avidity; but we mult confefs, as 
we proceeded our pleafure abated, and 
our avidity ended in difappointment. 
The reafon for this difappointment, 
which rauft operate upon a number of 
readers, in ourapprehenfion, is, that 
Mr. G. does not ieem to have very well 
underftood the difference betwixt Bio­
graphy and General Hiftory, and has 
crowded his canvafs with infinitely too 
great a number of objects, many of 
which do not feem to have the lead 
connexion with his original defign. 
Had Le Brun, when be depicted tt.e 
paffage of the Granicus, the tent of 
Darius, or the entry into Babylon, 
introduced the Macedonian and Perfian 
armies, and ad their auxiliaries, and 
developed different fcenes in the coun­
tries of the conquered, the conquerors, 

and 
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and their dependants, we flwuld, in the 
cpnfufion this effort would have cre­
ated, look in vain for Alexander. 
We fhall not cite the authorities, an­
cient and modern, which might be 
adduced to (hew, that in a biographical 
work, the principal figure ought to be 
drawn at full length, placed in the 
broadeft glare of light, and brought 
as forward as poffible, becaufe the pro- 
pofition is fo felf-evident ; collateral 
events and characters, as the life of 
man is dependant, in fome meafure, on 
the events of the age, and is brightened 
or (haded by' the reflections from his 
contemporaries, may, if they naturally 
arife, occasionally admit of fhort epi- 
fodical introduction 5 but the great aim 
of the Author fliould be, to make the 
perfon whole life he profeffes to detail, 
the mark in which all his arrows (how­
ever they may be “ loofened different 
ways,”) (hould concentrate. This has 
not been done in the prefent inftance. 
On the contrary, we here and there 
catch an erratic glance at Geoffrey 
Chaucer; he then vanifhes, and is, 
fometimes for chapters, loft in the great 
mats of events that are recorded. The 
fame obfervation may apply to the other 
hero, John of Gaunt, who now and 
then gilds the fcene, and then with­
draws his rays. Mr. G. ought to have 
confidered, that he was not writing a 
hiftory of the reigns of Edward the 
Jlld and Richard the lid: indeed he 
muft have known that this had already 
been done by many Authors quite as 

celebrated; therefore, if he had kept 
clo’fer to his fubjeft, if he had not 
grafped at too much, and had endea­
voured to furnifh more perfonal traits, 
he would, we are certain, from, his in­
genuity and habits of induftry,. have 
produced, though a more concife, a 
much more pleating, and, we may add, 
a more valuable performance.

Thefe obfervations apply to the work 
in general ; thofe of a more particular 
tendency will be found as the objefts of 
the preceding pages came under our 
confideration. The ftile of Mr. G., 
without aiming at elevation, without 
attempting to dazzle with eccentric 
metaphorical flights, is generally cor- 
reft, and fometimes elegant. The Au­
thor, in our opinion, notwithftanding 
the afllftance of which he has availed 
himfelf, had, from the extenilon of his 
plan fo far beyond the biographical 
limits, a difficult talk to perform. It 
was a talk which he impofed upon him­
felf, and therefore he can have no rea- 
fon to'complajn. We have reviewed 
his work with patience, candour, and 
impartialityj but cannot difmifs it 
without one concluding obfervation, 
namely, that when he qpnfiders how 
little the irnmenfe labour he has be- 
flowed has added to our flock of know­
ledge, bow little thofe efforts, from 
which he unqueftionably expefted fo 
much, have produced, he will be forry. 
that he has not employed his time and 
talents to purpofes of more general 
utility.

Improvements in Education, as it refpefts the induftrious Clafles of the Com­
munity: Containing a thort account of its prelent State ; Hints, towards1 its. 
Improvement; and a Detail of fome practical Experiments conducive to that 
End. By Jofeph Lancafter, 1803. Second Edition.

Tr muft have ftruck every one whofe 
A mind is in the leaft turned toward 
moral obfervations, and who is in the 
fmalleft degree acquainted with the 
populous manufafturing and military 
neighbourhoods, which fo much abound 
in this great metropolis, that there is 
110 fubjeft or circumftance in our whole 
domeftic arrangement that is fo capable 
of, or fo much demands improvement, 
as the education of the children of the 
lower and induftrious clafles of the 
community; as while their future wel­
fare, the fafety of the ftate, and the 
very exiftence of civil fociety, depend 
upon the eftablifitment of this kind of 

juvenile police, every meafure that tends 

to open their minds, and to enlarge the 
fphere of their underftandings, tends 
alfo to the promotion of their terrel- 
trial and eternal happinefs.

Strongly imprefled with this idea,, 
we have, with pleafure, read this trea- 
tife, the work of a young man, who 
has aftually carried into effeft a plan of 
education herein detailed, and which is. 
entirely his own invention. It feems, 
from the fuccefs with which it has hi­
therto been attended, to be a molt 
extraordinary improvement in the in- 
ftruftion of the poorer clafles of the ril­
ing generation, and confequently pro- 
miles to embrace and include all thofe 
advantages to which we have alluded.

In
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In a well-written introduftion, Mr. 
Lancafter has cohfidered education as a 
general fyftern; in which he has faid, 
and we agtee with him, “ that it ought 
not to be made fubfervient to the pro­
pagation of the tenets of any left, be­
yond its own number, for it then be­
comes undue influence, like the ftrong 
taking advantage of the weak and 
v/e muft obferve, that through the 
whole of this plan, which is not per­
haps the leaft valuable part of it, the 
fame liberality of principle prevails.

Mr. L. has divided bis work into 
three parts.; the firft of which contains 
a melancholy, but unexaggerated, ac­
count of thofe fchoois in which the 
children of mechanics, &c. are gene­
rally educated ; the fecond refpefts the 
formation of a fociety for improving 
the ftate and facilitating the means of 
education among the induftrious clafies 
of the community ; and the third treats 
of the rile and progress of an inftitution 
under the fuperintendance of Mr. L., 
which is now eftablithed in the Borough 
Toad, Southwark, wherein, we are 
informed, three hundred and feventy 
children are now in a courfe of edu­
cation, according to this improved fyf- 
tem, which, as we have obferved, has 
been attended with fuch fuccefs, that it 
is intended to double the number,

Mr. L. is, perhaps, the firft modern 
that has ever attempted to inftruft and 
improve the infantile race by a mode 
which has for its balls that knowledge 
of the human mind, from the firft dawn 
of reafon to its more adolefcent expan, 
lion, which has fo frequently been the 
object of phyfical refearches, or making 
the paflions operate in. the acquifition 

of knowledge. The grand principle, 
that the Jove of fame, the hope of 
reward, and the defire to be diftin<> 
guilhed, are ftronger ftimulants, even 
to the ideas of the younger clafies of 
fociety, than the dread of punilhment, 
is the bafis upon which his fcientific 
fuperftrufhire is erected ; and we think 
it fo philofophically juft, fo congenial 
to the general feelings of fociety, that, 
while we with, we augur, that it mult 
be attended with fuccefs, and confe- 
quent advantage.

That the plan of Mr. L. has fpread 
beyond the limits of his own fchool, 
we have an inftance now before us, 
in an addrefs to the inhabitants of 
Weftminfter; by which it appears, that, 
under the aufpices of P. Colquhoun, 
Efq., an eftablifhment of the fame kind 
has arifen in a houfe that was formerly 
the foup-houfe in Orchard- ftreet, which 
has already flourilhed beyond, perhaps, 
the moft fanguine expectation : and 
when,we conlider the ftate of the City 
of Weftminfter; the number of chil­
dren whole fathers are fighting the bat­
tles of their country, that will receive 
that education, fuperintendance, &c., 
which, by any other means, it would 
have been impollible they fliould have 
obtained, we conceive nothing more 
need be laid to recommend this behe- 
volent inftitutidn.

A fimilar eftablifhment is, we are 
informed, in contemplation in that 
populous manufafturing diftrict of 
w'hich Spital-fields compiiles a part, 
under the fuperintendance of, and up­
on the plan fo ably detailed in this 
pamphlet by Mr, Lancafter.

*Tbe Life of Tobias Smollett, M.D--, with 
critical Obferasations on bis Wqrks. B_y 
Robert Anderftn, M.D. Svo.
This is a very juft and accurate ac­

count of one who, as an Author, has 
/applied the Public with a fund of 
amu'ement, and who, as a man, was 
e ititled to the refpeft of the World at 
large for many eftimable qualities. It 
is drawn up with attention,and penned 
with impartiality, and does juftice to 
the memory of Dr. Smollett, without 
fiipprefiing the foibles attached to his 
charafter. The fate of this Author 
cannot but be lamented. With the 
liberality of a Gentleman, he feems to 
have palled his life barely free from 

embarraffments, and died juft as inde­
pendance was approaching him, leaving 
his wile totally unprovided for. (See 
European Magazine,Vol.XLIV•p.335-) 
It is neceflary here to notice a miltake 
Dr. Anderfon has fallen into, owing to 
a fimilarity of name and other circum­
ftances. He fuppofes, p. 43, the Lady 
Vane of Dr. Smollett’s novel to be the 
perlon alluded to by Dr. Johnfcn, in 
1749, in his Vanity of Human Withes ; 
“ Yet Vane could tell what ills from 

beauty fpring,
And Sedley curs’d tlx: form that pleas’d 

a King
whereas the Lady there referred to was 

one 
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one who belonged to the Court, of a 
noble family, and whofe milcondudt 
and catalfrophe were much the fubjeft 
of converfation and fcandal in the year 
1736. An account of her may be found 
in. Walpole’s Reminefcences. (Lord 
Walpole’s Works, Vol. IV. p. 3ri.) 
A Tranfiation 0/Anstey’s Ode to Jen­

ner.. To which are added, Two Ta­
bles ; one fliewing the Advantages of 
Vaccine Inoculation, the other containing 
InfiruClions for the Practice. By John 
Ring, Surgeon. qto.
In this Ode, the veteran Author of 

the New Bath Guide deplores the lofs 
of the objects of his love ravifhed by 
that baneful pelt the fmall-pox. He 
then pronounces an eulogium on Dr. 
Jenner; and concludesby ifigmatizing 
the enormities of the Corfican UTurper, 
the fupinenefs of neighbouringpowers, 
and expreffes his confidence in Britilh 
valour for ultimate fuccefs in the con- 
tell we are engaged in. The claffical 
purity of Mr. Anftey’s Mufe is well 
known ; and it receives no difcredit 
from the tranfiation under our con- 
fideration.
Poems on Moral and Religious Subjects. 

By A. Flowerdew. Svo.
Mrs. Flowerdew fays (he has long 

been engaged in the education of 
youth, during which (he has.ever found 
jnftruftion molt pleafingly conveyed in 
eafy verfe, and fentiments frequently 
fixed in the heart by the pleasure the 
ear receives from poetry. She there­
fore trufts that both the moral and 
religious tendency of the poems before 
us will be thought calculated to give 
the young mind a proper bias, and that 
they may prove inltrumental, along 
with many others of a much fuperior 
kind, in promoting the great purpofes 
of early reflection and genuine piety. 
To claims on fo fmall a fcale, and fo 
diffidently enforced, we cannot refufe 
our aflent. The Lady’s poems are en­
titled to praife on the ground (he ap­
pears to expert it.
A World of Wit; containing charaCteriftic 

Anecdotes and Bon Mots of eminent 
living Perfons. By the Hon. Mr. S—r. 
irmo.
From the time of Joe Miller to the 

prefent day, feveral collections like the 
prefent have (elicited the public notice, 
with various degrees of fuccefs. The 
generality of them have been cen- 
fajable on account of protanene-fs and 

indecency, and therefore improper for 
the perufal of the youthful part of 
fociety. Though more free from thefe 
objeftions than former works of the 
kind, the prelent is not wholly exempt 
from blame on thefe accounts, as may­
be feen in the vulgar and profane affe- 
veration put into the mouth of the 
Prince of Wales in the very firlt page. 
Many old jells of perfons long fince in 
their graves are here revived, and ap­
plied to living characters, who muft be 
furprife'd to find themfelves charged 
with witticifmsand adventures of which 
they are totally ignorant.
A Treatife on Cheltenham Waters and 

Bilious Difeafes. To which. are pre­
fixed, Qbfervations on Fluidity, Mineral 
Waters, and Watering Places. By 
Thomas Jamefon, M.D. 8vo.
This work treats of the chemical 

and medical properties of the fprings 
at Cheltenham ; their virtues in various 
cafes ; and where there may be danger 
of their doing mifchief rather than 
good, and coniequently to be avoided. 
It appears that bilious diforders are 
thofe in which their efficacy is molt to 
be relied on. Dr. Jamefon, therefore, 
has been particularly attentive to caffis 
of that kind, which his experience in 
tropical climates has enabled him to 
direft his attention to with effeft. 
This volume will be of great ufe to 
the invalid who vifits Cheltenham on 
account of health.
An Efiay on the ConflruClion, Hanging, and 

----- - of Gates; exemplified in Six 
Quarto Plates. By Thomas Parker, 
Efq. Ivo.
“ I’he perfeverance and fuccefs with 

which horned cattle and horfes affitil 
the hinges and latches of gates mult be 
readily admitted ; and the confequent 
mifchief, by their devouring and tramp­
ling under foot crops which had been 
deltined for the fickle or the fcythe, is 
not eafily to be calculated : for the 
occupiers of land grow callous to Ioffes 
that are familiar to them, as the magni­
tude of an evil becomes lefs obvious 
from the frequency of its recurrence.” 
To remedy thefe evils, it is the Au­
thor’s defign to imprefs a conviction, 
that the means he has pointed out are 
founded upon principles which are 
either clearly proved, or at the lealt 
capable of unqtieftionable demon ftra- 
tion ; and we conceive that his plan is 
well worth the attention of thole It 
may concern,.
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A broad Comedy, in three afts< was 
produced at Covent Garden Thea­

tre, for the benefit of Mr. Lewis, bear­
ing the title of “ The Will for. the 
Deed.” The following were the prin­
cipal Dramatis Perfana •
Mr. Hairbrain Mr. Munden.
Harry Hairbrain Mr. Lewis.

Mr. Chapman.
Mr. Fawcett.

Manly 
Motto 
Antimony 
Reference
Capias 
Farmer Acorn
Mrs. Reference 
Mils Manly

Mr. Blanchard.
Mr. Farley.
Mr. Simmons.
Mr. Emery.
Mrs. Davenport 
Mifs Marriot.

This piece takes its name from a vil­
lainous attempt made by Capias, an 
Attorney, to defraud Manly of his in­
heritance, by the artful concealment of 
a Deed, and the fubftitution of a Will 
which that Deed was meant to Cancel. 
The fraud fo far fucceeded, that Man­
ly, vvhofe real name is Stamford, was 
obliged to feek for fubfiftence, under a 
feigned name, on the boards of a pro­
vincial theatre at an inn ; where the 

- fcene of aftion lies, and where Harry 
Hairbrain, a volatile young Oxonian, 
who had fallen in love with Manly’s 
daughter, forms one of the company, 
into which he had entered with a view 
of gaining.the objeft of his affections. 
Here he is accidentally, difcovered by 
his father, who is anxious that he 
fhould marry Mifs Stamford, a Lady 
of his choofing. After feveral humo­
rous incidents, Old Hairbrain difcovers 
Manly to be his friend Stamford; the 
latter recovers his inheritance ; Harry 
and Mifs Stamford are united ; and all 
parties made happy.—The circum- 
ftanee of concealing the Will in a cane, 
which is handed over to the fuitor, 
while the Attorney fwears to its deli­
very, is obvioufly taken from Sancho’s 
judgment in Don Quixotte.

The Author of this piece is Mr. T. 
Dibdin; and, under the phrafe of a 
broad Comedy, he has thrown together 
anumberof whimfical incidents, which, 
indeed, partake more of the character 
of Farce than of Comedy properly lb 
called. It is, however, extremely en- 
tei taming, and, with the exertions of 
the performers, kept the houfe in 

almoft continued laughter, Hairbraiti 
is a man whofe philofophy is, to fee 
good in whatever befals him j and to 
this charaftcr Antimony is happily con', 
trafted, who is out of humour with 
every thing that happens. Motto, the 
innkeeper, who has formerly been a 
herald-painter, and has. gotten by rote 
a number of Latin phrafes and pro­
verbs, is conftantl'y mingling them with 
perfeft rttal-a droitnefs in his converla- 
tion j always applying them in direft 
contradiftion to what has preceded, 
their introduction. Preference, the Ma­
nager of a country company, ekes out 
his converfatiort with the names of 
plays, which are blended with Angular 
adroitnefs and eifeft.—TZy Will for the 
Deed is likely long to continue in rhe' 
lift of ftock-plays.

April 2. A Grand Serio-Comic 
Melo-drama was produced at Covent 
Garden Theatre, called “ Valentins 
and Orson.” The charafters as follow;

FRENCH.

Pepin, King of)., ,,
FraJc.- 6 $ Ml- CoKY-

Henry J his rela-Mr. Klanert. 
Hau fray J tions Mr. Claremont, 
Valentine, al . , „

FoundW jMr- Farley- 
Orfon, a Wild') r, ’ - Mr. Dubois.Man J
Hugo Mr. Blanchard.
Biandiman!PageTMr<CHApMAN.> 

totheEmprels J
Princefs Eglan-1^. g £

tine J

EZ? Beli’ JMrs-
Fiorimonda, oflAquitaine J-Mrs. Fmdbricx.
Agatha Mrs. Martyr.

SARACENS.

Agramant, the)., -p, - „r it • 1. f Mr. Bologna, jun.Green Knight j
The Giant Fer-1.. rT , kMonf. Le Grand.rag us J 1
The Genius Pa- 1 ., a ., colet jMafter Menage.

The ftory is familiar to us from our 
i nf.mcyj of the Emprefs of Greece be’1 ng 
delivered of twins in a forett ; and of 
one of the boys being found by his 
uncle, King Pepin, while the other

4 was
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was fuckled by a bear. This, through 
the medium of pantomime, dialogue, 
and finging, is told in a very pleating 
manner. Before the action commences, 
Valentine had acquired great reputa­
tion at the Court of France, by his 
exploits as a Knight-errant. Wefirft 
fee him upon his return from an expe­
dition againft the Saracens, in which he 
had glorioufly fought for the honour 
of the Crofs. Poring the rejoicings 
upon this event, the people lay before 
the King a difinal account of their fuf- 
ferings and terrors from the depreda­
tions of a lavage man who inhabited 
the woods. At the inftigation of the 
envious Courtiers, Valentine is fent to 
deliver the country from this marau­
der. We need not fay that it was 
Orfon, who ftill lived in the lame cave 
with his (baggy fofter-mother, and with 
her milk had imbibed a portion of her 
manners. The brothers fight, and, after 
a defperate ftrnggle, Orfon is difaimed. 
At firft he is-fiercer than ever; but by 
degrees he is foftened, and, from the 
force of blood, unConfciotifly forms an 
ardent affection for Valentine. A new 
ad venture is fpeedily prepared for them. 
The Green Knight, by magic and for- 
cery, held in captivity the daughter of 
the Duke of Aquitaine, and many 
valiant heroes had fallen in the attempt 
to refcue her, as the Green Knight was 
invulnerable to all nvho bad been nurfed 
by <worncm. The intereft is heightened 
by the Princefs Eglantine, who had 
been betrothed to Valentine, letting 
cut before him, and entering the lijts 
in the armour of her lover. After 
a noble reliftance, Ilie is compelled to 
yield juft as the brothers arrive on the 
enchanted ground. Valentine to no 
purpofe displays a great £11are of bold- 
nefs and dexterity ; but before Orfon, 
•tuba bad fucked 'the dups ef a bear, the 
ftrength of the Green Knight is wi­
thered, and he is compelled to fur- 
render the captive damfel. A benefi­
cent Genius now defcends from heaven 
upon a winged horle, and refers the 
brothers to a certain Gracie for the 
ferret of their birth. They have frill 
powerful fo-cerers to overcome; but 
they at laff learn from the month cf 
a brazen fhtue that they are the fons of 
rhe Emperor of Greece and Belifanta, 
the lifter of-Ki ng Pepin, Their lathei , 
having found out the gr.u,undlrffhi8is 
of the fufpicions on which be had 
baniftied his wife from CoMraritin -yle,
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has been fome time travelling in queft 
of her; and at this moment finds her 
in a convent near the fpot where thefe 
wonderful difcoveries are made. Va­
lentine is united to Eglantine, and 
Orfon to Florimonda of Aquitaine; 
and the whole concludes with a fplen- 
did pageant celebrating the joint tri­
umphs of love and of war.

The dialogue of the piece is by Mr. 
T. Dibdin, the pantomime by Mr. Far*  
ley, the inufic by Mr. Jouve. It is 
fkilfully adapted to the modern tafte 
in this fpecies of entertainment; and 
the whole conftitutes one of the moft 
fplendid and interefting fpedacles that 
have been exhibited for many years.

7. At Drury-lane Theatre was pre- 
fented a new Comedy, called “ The 
Sailor’s Daughter,” of which the 
following were the

DRAMATIS person.® 
CaptainSencamour Mr. Pope.
Sir Mathew Mo­

ribund
Mandeville
Varnifli 
Hartfhoin
Raven
Lind lay
Louifa
Julia Clairville 
Mrs. Hartfhoin

'"J Mr. WrouGhton.
Mr. Dwyer.
Mr. Russell-
Mr. Bannister,jun 
Mr. Towton.
Mr. Bartley.
Mrs. Jordan.
Mrs. H. Johnston. 
Mrs. Sparks.

Julia is the daughter of Captain 
Clairville, who died of wounds which 
he received at the battle of Copen­
hagen. Clairville, on his death-bed, 
tonligns her as a lacred trait to the 
care and protection of his friend Cap­
tain Sentamour, infinuatirig at the fam® 
time a with, that after a time.they may 
be both united in wedlock, Julia, on 
learning her father’s death, takes (belter 
in the horde of Hartfhorn, who had 
been Surgeon on board Captain Clair*  
ville’s ship, and for whole memory he 
retains the warmeft atfe&ion, and the 
higheft rernect. Captain Sentamour, 
wiiofe profelfiorial duties keep him foe 
a time abroad ortrives, neverthelef', 
fecrctly to fupply Julia1 with Adequate 
means' ro anf'wer ail her wants. The 
merit, however, of his delicate genera­
lity is affunied by Varnifh, a young 
naan of fafhioh, who, through the influ­
ence of this apparent fvmnaihy, endea­
vours tocaptjvatethe affections oi Julia, 
but with dilho'nourab'le' deilgns. benta- 
mour, however, (bon returns home, and 

ar:ive«
Qjl
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arrives at Bath, where the fceneofthe 
play lies ; and, anxious to find an 
opportunity of obferving the character 
and Undying the fentiments of Julia, 
he prevails upon Lindfay, a young 
furgeon, who intends becoming the 
alfiitant or partner of Hartlhorn, to 
permit him for a while to take his name 
and fituation. Under this difguife, he 
has frequent occafions of conversing 
with Julia, whole mind and difpofition 
he is enraptured with, as he is alfo. with 
her perfbn, kifidnefs, and generality. 
Varnilh, obferving that Julia’s preju­
dice in his favour is abated, attributes 
the change to the advice of Sentarnour, 
and infills upon fatisfafticn for this in­
tuit and injury. A meeting is appoint­
ed ; but the duel is prevented, and 
a reconciliation brought about, through 
the manly and forcible oblervations 
with which Sentarnour reproves and 
ridicules that falfe delicacy and mif- 
taken fenfe of honour which fo fre­
quently and fatally provokes the mo­
dern praflice of duelling. An expla­
nation afterwards enfues between Var­
nilh and Julia; Sentarnour drops his 
difguife, and is immediately biefled 
with the hand and heart of the woman 
he admires: a fimilar union, which 
forms the under-plot, takes place be­
tween Mandeville and Louifa.

This Comedy is the produflion of 
Mr. Cumberland’s Mufe ; and, 
though certainly interior in point of 
character and intereft to fome others 
of his Plavs, is yet very creditable both 
to his head and heart. It is principally 

deficient in interell, becaufe from the 
fecond Aft the audience cannot fail of 
anticipating the conclufion. There is, 
however, much wit, judicioufly blend- 

’ed with moral fentiment; and the 
diflion has that polifh and propriety 
which are always confpicuous in the 
writings of this literary veteran. The 
play was well afled, and received with 
confiderable applaufe. An attempt was 
made, at the concltifion, to oppofe its 

‘ repetition ; but this was overpowered 
by the candid part of the audience ; 
and it has been feveral times afled with 
approbation.

April s6. After the revived Co­
medy of 'ike Hypocrite, for the benefit 
of Mrs. Jordan, a new Farce was pre­
formed, called “ The Middle Dish ; 
or, TA? Irifhmaji in Turkey-.'" but, 
though humouroufly-fudained by Mrs. 
Jordan and Mr. John-done, in two Irilh 
char-aflers, it was not fuccefsful.

The dory arifes out of a freak of the 
Grand Signior, who treats with great 
difi.inflion an Irilh Footman and his 
wife, and makes them be waited upon 
by their former mailer and mihrefs. 
The name of the Middle Dijh originates 
in an order of the Emperor, that his 
Hibernian guefts Ihould not uncover a 
tureen let in the middle of the table 
at one of the entertainments that he 
gave them; but which they violated 
from their curiofity to eat Turkish 
potatoes. The piece was . received 
w’ith a mixture of applaufe and dil­
approbation, and has not fince been 
prelented.

POETR.Y.
SONNET, 

WRITTEN BY WILLIAM HAYLEY, ES<^. 
MARCH 1804.

TO PRINCE HOARE, ESQ^. 

In Return for his intereding Correfpond- 
ence with Foreign Academies. 

qpHANKS to the friend of univerfal art, 
Who fhews me how a jult and 

gen’rous mind,
.. By boundlefs lympathy and zeal refin’d, 
May thro’ the veins < f emulation dart 
Supplies of vital fire, freih hopes impart, 

And in (iich ties the focialnations bind, 
That Commerce, with a Imile divinely 

kind,
May bid new wonders into being dart.

Thou Jih’ral Patriot, lading praife be 
thine,

Who for the glory of thy native Land, 
Had led her to achieve thy bright delign, 

To teach the heart of Genius toexpand, 
And chtrilh talents, wherefoe’er they 

fhine. [hand !
Science and Honour guide and blefs thy

ODE TO FANCY.
Gome, Nymph ! who may'It with Pro- 

tens vie,
Io changeful form and varying eye, 
Whole fickle will and fov’icign (way 
The Prince and Peafar.t both obey. 
O hither freed ! and on my head 
Thy choicctt bkifmgs freely (bed.

For
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For here oh Nature’s carpet laid, 
Beneath the fpreading woodbine’s /hade, 
To thee I raife the tuneful lay, 
Secure from Sol’s meridian ray : 
While round me fpread the blufhing rofe, 
And ev’ry blooming flower that blows, 
Their hue, and fragrance fweet, fupply 
To deck the (pot where bleft I lie.
And Zephyr too, o’er hill and dale, 
Serenely wafts his temp’rate gale. 
Then come, O Nymph I but with the 

mien
That fpeafcs of peace and joy within ; 
For oft I’ve heard, thy wand’ring eye 
From Reafon’s placid rule will fly, 
In fearful freedom ;—’till the foul 
Is tempeft toft, without controul.
But lo yon’ mortal! mark that figh, 
That tear, which wets his glift’ning eye ! 
See 1 how he wrings his folded hands, 
In filent grief abforb’d he (lands.
But why is motion thus reftrain’d ?
Why thus with bonds is he enchain'd ? 
Shall man, free man ! who boafts a foul 
That roves thro’ fpace without controul, 
Shall be to fhameful bonds be Have ?
And l ife the blellings Heaven gave ?
But lift! he fpeaks—“ Ye Men!” he 

cries,
Attend the King of Earth and Skies! 

Take, I command, the bright north Star, 
And place it in the Smith ward far !
Do thou too, Sun ! withdraw thy light, 
And hither batten glimm’ring Night ! 
That thefe poor mortals quick may view 
The labour which I bid them do!-------- ■
•----------- What I dare ye, Slaves, to dis­

obey
My will, who hold eternal fway !
Who .rule the globe from pole to pole, 
And with one word can crufh the whole I 
Then ftraight the forky fire fliall fly, 
And dreadful thunders rend the fky : 
My fierce!! wrath on earT. fhall fall, 
And dread perdition whelm thee all.” 
Then, with mad rage, he ftrikes the 

ground,
And frantic throws his arms around; 
While fcarce his fcort and galling chain 
His madden'd aiftions can relirain.
O Fancy ! in this fcene I fee
Thofe fearful figns which fpeak of thee; 
For as the fhip whole rudder loft, 
On ev’ry (porting wave is toft, 
Is helplels drove by ev’ry blatt, 
'Till wreck’d (he fadly finks at laft s 
E’en fo by (acred Reafon’s flight, 
The foul is loft in blackeft night!
For thou, O Fancy ! lure by Heaven, 
As Reafon’s handmaid firft watt given, 
Whom it ordain’d to bold controul 
O’er thy enthtifiaftic foul.

But when (he diftant far is flown, 
Ufurper like thou tak’ft her throne; 
There reign’ft in loofe unbridled fway, 
And giv’lt eac,h fearful paffion way. 
And oft, too, I wit h grief hive leen 
Where thou and Reafon botii have been, 
Too weak to rule the wav’ring mind, 
To both alternately inclin’d.
In Reafon’s fhort and tranlient f.vay 
Appears a glimpfe of partial day ! 
But foon’s o’ercaft the fhort bright hour, 
By deepeft Melancholy’s power.
Alt pow’rful Maid! thou dolt infpire 
The foul with high poetic fire, 
To fing, in ftrong and nervous lay, 
Thy. own fublime diforder’d-fway ! 
C) let me, Nymph ! now fweetly ling 
The various blellings thou dolt bring: 
In flowing numbers let me raife 
A lading tribute to thy praife: 
For thou can’ll bid the care-worn head 
Repofe on Pleafure’s downy bed ; 
Canft teach the fadly-forrbwing mind 
Where Comfort’s foothing joys to find ; 
The faft-bound pris’ner thou canft free, 
And blefs him with fweet liberty ! 
’Tis thou who giv’ft to mirth its zed ; 
’Tis from thee flows the joyousjeft ; 
’Tis thou whocrown’ft the flowing bowl, 
And giv’ft to wine one half its foul. 
To poverty thou can’ft give wealth; 
O’er ficknefs fpread the bloom of health ; 
Each much-lov’d fpot thou bring’ft to 

view,
And giv’ft the fweet refemblance true) 
Eternal verdure thou can’ft give, 
And bid eternal fpring to live.
To love thou art the greateft friend, 
Since of the flame thou f'ce’tt no end. 
In abfence, ’tis thy power fupplies 
The object ’fore the lover’s eyes ! 
----- To thy great rule no end we know, 
Since thou mak’ft half our bills below 1 
For this I bow before thy fhrine, 
Celeftial maid ! of birth divine.
O ! ever be my youthful long 
Inlpir’d by thy melodious tongue! 
Still, as I llrike the founding lyre, 
Do thou infufe poetic fire: 
And grant my feet may ever ftray 
Where thou and Learning point the way.

Piccadilly, -April 16,1804. J. S.

SONNET,
TO ---------- .

HE powers of Supefftition, oft I heard, 
Could baniih comfort from the hu­

man mind ; [furd ;
But then I feoff’d her dictates as ab- 

And thought o’er me that power fhe 
had refign’d.

Qjq 2 But
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But now, alas .’my fadmiflake I find,
Fori have lately dreamt, what, were it 

true, [kind :
Would Fortune prove lefs fickle than un-

—I dreamt for ever I was robb’d of 
you- . . [fmg,

Homer has faid, and ages prais’d the
Dreams tell what man is fated to en­

dure; [ wrong,
And, tho’ kind Reafon thinks the Poet

Yet mode/t Realon cannot fay ’cis 
lure: [doubts remain.

No! -Reafon doubts, and while fuch 
Joy muft not—cannot—o’er my bolbrn 

reign.
Sept. 1S03. J. H.

SONNET,
WRITTEN ON PARTING WITH TWO 

BROTHERS, LEAVING EUROPE.

“ \KT£?-£ brothers, then, intended thus 
to part? [roar?”

And muft the hoilt’rous lea between us 
Ah ! what avails the language of the 

heart ? [the fhcre.
Ths fails are fpread—the veflel leaves 

One fleeting moment ends this mcital 
Rate; [pain;

Arnd ev’n that moment is alloy’d with 
Yet our ambitious plans new wees create, 

And Heav’n bestows a brother’s love 
in vain. [bled,

Tho’ we refufe, thus blmd’y, to be
Hope Hili remains to flop the falling 

tear; [iom; bitafl,
To foothe, with plea ling drains, the :mx-

And powerful I .clinarion bids us hear. 
Then let us welcome Hope, and check 

our fig It, [lealize!
For what Hope dictates, H'cav’n can

Dec. 1 Sot. J. H.

IN MORTEM SCIURI ’'G-iM JNZ3,
QU EE, M ORT U O M A R1 £, M CE - 

RORE EXTINCTA EUT.
CCIIICET extinfto vitas pertaefa maritc, 
~ Sic-tenuis fiygia laberis umbra rate.
I curfu faufio I vocat ille, fideinque re- 

pendet;
En deficient? fola medela tuo !

Concordes animat, jam vos irrupta tene- 
bit

Copula; nec letho difeutieridns Amor.
Sunt ibi digna piis, funt praernia certa; 

nec abfunt
Nefitarii latices, ambrofiaeqne nuces.

Eli nemus umbriferum, funt palcua flo- 
ribus apta,

Totaque lethifico rore madefeit humus. 
Omnia lasta virent, fua cuique eft parta 

voluptas; [juvat.
Res ibi nulla nocet, res ibi qmrque

Vos video exultiai calludere, et aertt 
/aha

Trajicere, inque orbes ire, redire noves.
Tu fugis, ille fequi contendit; ckinde re­

pen te
Tu fequeris, fifla dum volat ille fuga. 

Difplicet at hifus, /undent jam taxliaium- 
num,

Cervicem illius tu premis. iile tuam.
Sopiat alma quits, reercetque ad gaudia 

vires,
Difcidiique abfit triftis imago procul.

Ut vivit Pafler numepis perluecia Catu.Hi, 
Vos quoque lie totos Mala perirt vetat.

STANZAS, 
ON HEARING AN zEOLIAN HARP.

Say; whence theft founds that pleafe 
mine ear? [float?

Thefe breathing pcw’rs that round me 
Sure, ’tis Ibme magic finger mar, 

Which thrills fo foft the dulcet note.
Hear, now, the cadence flow along, 

Low whifp’ring as the bird of love ;
Or fweet as fome feraphic long 

Surg by the facred choir above.
I hear them fli'll—in murmurs flow, 

Borfte on the gentle Zephyr’s wing, 
Repeating fome love long of woe, 

Kefporifive, from the mingling tiring.
Ah I now a paufe fucceeds the flrain, 

And now the gay enchantment’s o’er j
Now it repeats the theme again, 

And finkes the willing chords once 
more.

But hark ! a grave and fallen found 
Hoarfely /weeps the trembling wires 3

In airy maze it /wells around, 
And ev’iy noble thought infpires.

And now again—a louder (till, 
It takes.a more majeiiic fway ;

Then gently low, with quiv’iing thrill*  
Once more in loftnefs dies away.

As on the ear the founds thus fteal, 
Contending pallions fill my biealt;

Now light as air—now lad I Rei, 
Ard fancy makes the fylj.hs my guell.

Liverpool. j-—-a B—svd—n.
STANZAS.

XT7HENE’ER I rove o’er woodlands gay, 
’ ' To hail the incenfe breezy morn, 

And bear the throllle’s mellow lay 
Revcrb’rate from the blofiom’d thorn;

Or if I flray thro’ painted bow’rs,
Where various charms in union meet, 

Where Flora’s bluflung dewy flow rs 
Difperfe around a mu/ky fweet ;

Then, then, doth Fancy, ever kind, 
Bring Myra’s image to the mind.

Or-
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Or if beneath the noon-tide beam, 
When fummer’s lultry heats prevail, 

When cattle quaft’the cooling (beam, 
And leek retirement in the Vale, 

With hafty fteps my way I fpeed, 
To where the fore ft oaks entwine, 

There foft to pipe my tuneful reed,
And fing of her I hold divine ;

For Fancy then, in vilions kind, 
Brings Myra’s image to the mind.
And when calm night, in fober hues, 

Bids weary labour hie to reft;
‘When deep her foothing poppies (trews, 

And waves her magic o’er the bread ;
’Midft happy fcenes and peaceful joys, 

I ev’ry pleafur’d transport prove ;
Delighting charms around me rile, 

When bleft with her I fondly love;
For Fancy then, in-vilions kind, 
Brings Myra’s image to the mind.

J —A B—WD—N. 
Liverpool, April 1, 1 804.

EPITAPH.
The following interefting tribute to the 

memory of the late Daniel Mac- 
JiiMARA, Eiq. of Streatham, was 
written at the defire of an idiHtrious 
Perlonage, by Arthur Murphy, 
Bfq.

DANIEL MACNAMARA,' ’
BORN IN THE COUNTY OF CLARE, 

IN THE. KINGDOM OF IRELAND, 
ANNO 1716;

DIED AT STREATHAM, JANUARY SO, 
I 8pO.

At length, refigning to the gen’ral 
doom,

Here Macnamara confecrates the tomb ;
All talks perform’d, he now is laid at 

reft,
Thro’ a long life with ev’ry virtue bleft s 
A tender hufband; at fair friend&ip’* 

call,
Active and warm—benevolent to ail ;
OF polifh’d manners, fentiment refin’d, 
High ienl'e of honour, an enlighten’d 

mind. [fpir’d,
His the gay wit that ufefwl mirth in- 
Gharm chafing charm, ftill new, and ftill 

admir’d ;
Stranger to fadion, and the feuds of ftate, 
Efteem’d and honour’d by the learn’d and 

great;
By Bedford patroniz’d, to Moira dear, 
And ev’n the Prince embalm’d him with 

a tear.
A.M.

JOURNAL OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF THE 

SECOND SESSION OF THE SECOND PARLIAMENT OF THE UNITEI? 
KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND.

{Continued from Page 2. 31.)

HOUSE OF LORDS.
Monday, March 5.

ON a motion tor the commitment of 
the Irifh Bank Reftrifiiion Bdl,

Lord King regretted the apparent per­
manency of the mealure, recapitulated his 
former arguments, and contended that it 
was a icheme pregnant with mifchief.

Lord Grenville allo cenlured the conti­
nuance of the reftriilion, and afcribed the 
fcarcity of fpecie loltly to the increafe of 
paper.

Lord Hawkefbury made fome remarks 
in favour of the Bill, which was ordered 
to be committed.

Tuesday, March 6,—The PprtugaI 
Seed Corn and London Port Improvement 
Bills were read a third time, and palled.

W"edn esd ay, AfizrcF y.— Fbe Marine 
Mutiny Bid was read a third time, and 
palled ; and other Bills were i 01 warded ia 
their refpeftive ftages,

Thursday, March 8.—The Scotch 
Creditors’ Bill was read a third time, 
and palled;

Friday, March —Earl Fitzwilliam 
1'efomed the lubjefit of his Majelty’s ill- 
net's, and exprefied the necelllty of re­
moving all doubts as to his ability to ex­
ercise his functions.

The Lord Chancellor allured the Earl, 
that in to delicate a mealure be had pro­
ceeded with all poflible caution ; he had 
had an interview with his Majelty 5 and 
the reluit of the converlacJbn was Inch as 
to juftify him in declaring the Royal 
Allent to be given (0 the Bills mentioned 
in the Commirhon.

The Royal Allent was then given to 
the Atmyand Marine Mutiny, the Irilh 
Bank Rcftrifticn, the L°nd. n Port Im- 
provement, the Scotch Bankrupt Law, 
the Portugal Com Indemnity, .. Duke 

of 
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o'F York's Eftate Bills.—Adjourned to 
Monday.

Tuesday, March 13.—On the mo­
tion for reading Aiderman Boydell's Lot­
tery Bi!!,

.Earl Suffolk, after paying many com- 
jpliments to that enterprising enccurager 
cf the Arts, threw out a number of feveie 
animadvei fions on the flovenly and very 
inferior manner in which, he laid, en­
gravings are now executed by Britifh 
Artiiis ; and aflerted, that in confequence 
cf fuel) deficiency of ikill, the Revenue 
was materially injured, there being now 
but little demand for our engravings in 
the foreign markets ;■ though the revenue 
which arofe from their exportation was 
formerly 200,000! per annum.

1 he Lord Chancellor, however, ex­
prelied his opinion, that the depreciation 
of Britifh Works of Art on the Continent 
was owing to political caufes.

HOUSE OF
Monday, March 5.

rT’BE Mutiny Bill was read a third time, 
and paffed.

. In confequence of a quell ion from Mr. 
Weftern, on the fubjeft of Malt and Beer, 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer faith, it 
was not the intention of Government to 
increase the duties on Malt, or to make 
any reduction of the Duties on Beer.

Tuesday, March 6.— In a Commit­
tee on the Jrifh Revenue Ads, a duty of 
7s. yd. per barrel was agreed to be laid 
upon all Mak imported into Ireland, 
from the 25th of March 1S04, to the 25th 
of March 1805, inchifive.

'The Manne Mutiny Bill was read a 
third time, and palled.

V O' 1 U N T E E R BILL.
On a motion lor the recommittal of 

this Bill, a great variety of amendments 
were propofed and agreed to ; the nioft 
proirtinent cf which were, for altering an 
exprefficn in one of the exemption claufes 
to 24 days’ feivice within the year, in- 
tlcad of Rating rhe periods ; and another 
was, to irii’rndf the Lords Lieutenants, 
Ac. to apportion the quotas of men to be 
railed within the dilirief, inftead of draw­
ing off the population, and then admit­
ting of exemptions. Thefe proportion's 
were made by Mr. Pitt ; and it was 
agieed to difeufs them on the next report. 

, In the courfe of the conveifation, Mr. 
Secretary Yorke obferved, that any Vo­
lunteer who feived til! the end of the war 
was meant to he fecrired from snv ballot 
wh.ch might then take place.

No ©bjeft'ion was made to the mo­
tion.

Wednesday, March 14.—The Eaft 
India Docks Amendment Bill was read a 
third time, and palled.

Wednesday, March 21.—The Irifh 
.Malt Duty, Irilh Countervailing Duties, 
and the Hide and Tallow Iinportation 
Bills, were read a third time, and palled.

Friday, March 23. — The Royal 
Afient was given, by Commiflicn, to the 
2,oo®,ocol. Exchequer Bills, Irifli Du­
ties, Neutral Ships, Sugar Warehousing, 
Aiderman Boydeli’s Lottery, and nine 
other Bills.

The Volunteer Bill was ordered to be 
printed; and Lord Hawkefbury inti­
mated, that it was not the intention cf 
Government to hurry the Bill through 
the Houfe.

Adjourned.

COMMONS.
Many other amendments were pro­

posed, principally relative to the wording 
of different claufes ; in the courfe of 
which a great number of Members deli­
vered their opinions ; particularly Meffrs. 
Pitt, Fox, Yorke, Bragge, the Chan­
cellor of the Exchequer, and General 
Tarleton ; and at twelve o’clock progrefs 
was reported.

Wednesday, March 7.—A report 
from the llcheffer Committee Hated, that 
C. Brooke, Efq. was duly elected ; that 
Sir W. Manners, J. Manners, Efq., and 
W. Webb, Efq., were not. duly elected j 
and that Sir W. M. and W. Webb, Efq. 
had been guilty of bribery.

INSURRECTION IN IRELAND.
Sir J. Wrottefley wished that this fub- 

jeft fhould now undergo a full difeuflidn. 
As he was only for inquiry and inveftiga- 
ticn, he fhould but briefly Hate the parti­
culars, which he did from the arrival of 
Emmett from the Continent to the explo- 
fion of the infurreftion ; and obferved, 
that the difeovery, of 8000 pikes and 
34,000 ball-cartridges ought to have put 
Government on their guard. Such, He 
added, bad been the want of information 
by the Government, that its Secretary 
would not even credit the reports of an 
intended infurre&ion. Previous to its 
taking place, Ireland had been reprefented 
as in a irate cf tranquillity ; there was no 
fufpe'nfion of the Habeas Corpus Aft, 
consequently the whole refponfibiiity 
attached to the civil authority, and not to 
the miiitaiy. If, however, there was any 
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ground for blaming the condufl of the 
Commander, it ought to be brought for­
ward; the Public had a claim to know 
the truth; it was that which he 'demand­
ed; and he pledged bimfelf to produce a 
fcene of weaknefs and indecifion far be­
yond what any one could imagine. 
Having proceeded to argue that the in- 
furreftion was of a very extenfive nature, 
and threatened the deftrucliop of the Irilh 
Government, he concluded by moving, 
“ That the Houfe ftiould refolve itfelf 
into a Committee, to inquire into the 
conduct of the Government of Ireland, 
relative to the infurreclion of the 23d of 
July, and its previous conduit relative to 
the fame.”

Lord Caftlereagh oppofed the inquiry, 
on the ground of its being unfair to in- 
ftitute it while Lord Hardwicke main­
tained his fituatioif, and was wholly oc­
cupied with the affairs of Government. 
He contended, that the infurrefiion was 
limited in its means and action ; and in­
filled, that the Irilh Government had had 
recourfe to proper meafures of precau­
tion-

Mr. Canning took an opportunity, in 
detailing the hiftory of the infurreclion, 
to exprefs his indignation at the publica­
tion of a certain correfpondence between 
two Noblemen.

General Tarleton infilled, that the 
Government had been completely taken 
by furnrife; infomuchl’o, that two Gene­
ral Officers would have been either killed 
or taken, but for the knowledge one had 
of the ways of the country, and that the 
other poff-ffed a good pair of heels.

Mr. Fox entered into an able defence of 
the conduit of the General; the object of 
which was to Ihew, that the admiffion of 
his chara-fler being unimpeachable, was a 
proof that the other party was blame- 
able.

Mr. Windham ftrenuoully fuppcrted 
the motion ; as did Meffijs. Dent and Cal­
era ft.

The Houfe divided at four in the morn­
ing ; when there were—Ayes 82, Noes 
178.

Thursday, March 8.-—A Petition 
was presented, and referred to a Commit­
tee, from the Dublin Police, praying for 
a Bill to provide for their expenfes.

Friday, March 9.— In a Committee 
on the Irilh Revenue Acts,a conyeffation 
took place on the different branches of the 
Revenue ; in which Mr. Corry and Mr. 
J. Latouche fpoke againft the duties on 
Linen, and Oil and flops. Several me­
dications gad alterations were foggefted 

by different Members; after which the 
Committee was poftponed till to-morrow.

Several verbal amendments were made 
in the different claufes of the Volunteer 
Bill, and the Chairman reported progrefs.

Monday, March iz.— The Hide and 
Tallow Import Bill was read a third 
time, and paffed.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
in a Committee of Ways and Means, 
moved, “ That alum not exceeding Two 
Millions be railed by Exchequer Bills, 
towards the exigencies of the ye ir.” He 
informed the Houfe, that this furri was 
not called for by any immediate exi­
gency, but merely as an ocdafional fup- 
ply, in order to allow Government fur­
ther time for negotiating the Loan for the 
fervice of the year.—'Agreed to.

IRISH REVENUE.
The Chancellor of the Exchequer 

Hated, that he had it in command from 
bis Majefty to fay, that he confented to 
the prelent Bill fo far as his interefts 
were concerned.

Mr. Fofter, after fome remarks on the 
difadvantages which the Irilh traders 
would experience by certain provisions 
of the Bill, moved, that the period fcr 
the continuance ©f the taxes should be 
fixed for the 25th of March 1805.

A converfation-ehfued, on the fubje& 
of this amendment, between Mr. Hut- 
chinfon, Mr. Carr, Sir J. Newport, .Mr. 
G. Ponfonby, Mr. Fox, and the Chan­
cellor of the Exchequer; which con­
cluded by Mr. Fofter withdrawing it.

Several verbal amendments were pro- 
pofed in the Volunteer Bill, by the Secre­
tary at War ; amongft which the follow­
ing claufe was adopted, after a convcrfa- 
tion between Meflrs. Fox, Pitt, Role, 
Grey, Yorke, and the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer: It related to the difeharge 
of men by Commanding Officers, for 
fpecific cauLs ; to which Mr. Yorke 
propofed to add, that in cafe-iany Volun­
teer Ihould be aggrieved by unjuft dif- 
miffal, be 'hall have the power .of appeal 
to his Majefty, with whom it ffiall reft, 
if fufficient grounds appear, to order a 
Court of Inquiry to be fummoned on the 
cafe by the Lord Lieutenant, and upon 
the refnlt of fuch inquiry' (hall depend 
the confirmation or rejection of the dif- 
mi.ffed Volunteer ; the Lord Lieutenant 
to have the reinftating the man in his 
Corps, if the judgment of the Court 
of Inquiry fhould be in his favour, and 
aifo the power to remove the.Officer; 
the latter iubjed to his Majefty’s appro­
bation,
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■ Tuesday, March 13.—Anew writ 
was ordered for Dublin, in the room of 
j. C. Beresford, Efq. who has accepted 
Hie office of Efcheator of differ.

A Petition was prefentcd from the 
Landholders, &c. of Norfolk, praying 
A redufbion on the duties on Malt.

The Irifli Mail Duty Bill was renewed 
for one year.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
moved for a (elect Committee to inquire 
into the difference to be made in the 
duties on Malt made from Englifli Barley, 
and that from Beer or Big.—Agreed to.

Lord A. Hamilton proposed that this 
Committee fliould be formed entirely of 
Scotch Members;' which Mr. Adding­
ton cppcied, as the queflion regarded the 
interefts of both countries.

The Committee on the Irifli Duties 
came to the refolution that the Aft 
fhould continue in force till the 25th of 
March 1805.

Wednesday, March 14.—Mr. Cart­
wright obtained leave to bring in a Bill 
for bettering the condition of Chimney 
Sweepers’ Apprentices.

Mr. Crevey msyed for Papers on 
which to ground an inquiry relative to 
the late proceedings in Ceylon. He took 
a view of the tranfaftionis in that Colony 
from the year 1795, when it came into 
our poffeffion, till the late unfortunate 
occurrence; and in the courfe cf his 
llateraent, he condemned the objeft which 
gave rife to the prefent war in that Ifland. 
As an inffance of the incapacity of the 
Government in that territory, he alluded 
to the impolicy of fending our fmall force 
to a diftance in the woody and moun­
tainous interior, where their numbers 
were greatly diminiflied by the unhealthy 
nefs of the climate ; and cenfured them 
for intriguing at the Court of Candy, 
and dethroning the legal Monarch, in- 
lit-ad of recalling and concentrating our 
troops. He alfo afferted, that the number 
cf exafperated Candians who furrcunded 
and maffacred the remains of our force, 
was upwards of 16,boo. Adverting to 
the project of fending out two regiments, 
he hiked, Whether the Houle would per­
mit fuch a proceeding without inquiring 
into the objeft of their fervice ? a; d ad- 
vifed them to confider the example of the 
Dutch, who in 1764 had twice penetrated 
and taken .Candy, but at laft 400 of their 
belt troops were mafiacred. He then con­
cluded with moving for “ Copies of the 
Ficciamafions, &c. iffued by the Gover­
nor cf Ceylonand gave notice of other 
motions ariling out of the firlt.

2.

Lord Cafflefeagh acknowledged' that 
the Houfe had a right to the informa­
tion required; but he fhould move the 
previous queltion, on the ground that 
it was improper to expofe the date of 
the garrifon of the ifland. He had, how­
ever, prepared a motion, inftead of that in 
queftion, and which would be limply for 
“ Copies of Papers from the Hon. F. 
North, relative to the War with the 
King of Candy.”

Some brief remarks on the fuhjeft were 
then made by MeflrFox, Johnflone, 
Wallace, General Maitland, Sir W. 
Geary, and Lord H. Petty; when the 
Houfe divided,—For the previous quef- 
tion, 70; for the original motion of Mr. 
Crevey, 4.7.

Mr. Francis moved for all Papers rela­
tive to the War with the M.ahrattas ; 
which he conceived had been entered into 
in violation cf the Aft of the 2.3d Geo. 
III., which prohibits Governors General 
from making any wars but fuch as were 
purely defenlive. An inquiry was alfo- 
rreceffary to ihew, whether there bad not 
been neglect in not tranfmitting direct 
accounts from Calcutta.

Lord Caltlereagh obferved, that the 
rupture tock place on the 6th of Augull, 
and the lateft difpatchcs from Bombay 
were of the 6th of September ; confe- 
quently the particulars, on account of 
the distance from Poonah to Calcutta, 
could not have been received. He there­
fore advifed Mr. F. to withdraw his 
motion ; and added, that when the dif- 
patch fhould arrive, he might renew it; 
to which he at length agreed.

Thursday, March 15.—Mr. Pitt in­
troduced a motion on the Naval Defence 
of the Country, by obferving, he had 
every reafon to conclude that moft of the 
information be wilhed to obtain would 
meet with no objeftion. His firlt motion 
was for an Recount fhewing the number 
of fliips of line, 50 gun fhips, fri­
gates, (loops, gun-boats, bomb-fhips^ 
hired armed Hoops, and cutters, in com- 
mifficn, from the ill September i79Sr to 
the ill September 1801, and from the 
year 1801 to September 1803, diflinguifh- 
ing how many armed (loops and floating 
batteries. He believed it would be found, 
that the (pecies of force to meet the 
threatened invaiion was very inferior iri 
point of number and force at this day, 
to what it was at a period when the dan­
ger was infinitely lefs; and he fhould 
prove chat the force ought therefore to 
be greater. At the commencement of 
the pfofent war, the Admiralty thought 

that
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that our force for afting in (hallow water 
wanted addition ; but they bad notadver- 
tifed for the building of gun-boats, &c., 
till the beginning of 1804; and their ob- 
jeft was only to obtain an increafe of 
twenty-three gun-veflels, five in three 
months, and the remainder in the ("pace 
of fix months ; and it was a matter of 
furprife to him why thefe meafures had 
not been reforted to many months ago. 
While the enemy’s tranfports had col- 
lefted under the very eye of our blockad­
ing fleet, and when we were told that the 
invafion is daily to be expected, he afked 
how it was poffible that Parliament 
could acquiefce in the notion that a force 
to meet that of the enemy fhould be 
fiifpended for fix months? His fecond 
motion was, to afcertain whether the 
increafe of gun-boats had not been at­
tempted till the period he had men­
tioned ; and he coritrafted this delay with 
the aftivity difplhyed at three periods of 
the laft war, 1794, 1797, and 1801, when 
a very c.onfiderable number of gun-boats 
had been built in lefs than ten weeks. 
If the documents fhould prove what he 
had averted, they would furnilh grounds 
for moving an Addrefs to his Majefty, 
praying him to direft meafures to be 
adopted for tiling additional expedition 
in completing a proper force to oppofe 
the enemy. The next point was, to exa­
mine how far our Naval Strength would 
require new (hips, (uppofing the war to 
be of confiderable duration; and he 
thought that fhips of war fhould be imme­
diately built in the merchants' yards, as 
he had reafo.n to conclude that we had 
made lefs progrel's in (hip-building during 
the prefent war than when the danger was 
not fo imminent. He then, previously to 
fubmitting his motion, took a view of 
the number of feamen and marines in the 
beginning of the laft war, when 16,000 
had been augmented to 18,000, and the 
number increafed in the firit year to 
76,000; while in the preient war we 
(farted with a peace eftablifhment of 
50,000, to which only 36.000 had been 
added ; which (hewed, that in the firit 
inftance the number had been increafed 
five-fold, while in the latter it had not 
been doubled,

Mr, Tierney find, he confidered the 
proceeding of Mr. Pitt as, one of the moft 
extraordinary that had ever attracted tbe 
notice of Parliament: he confidered the 
motion to be only calculated to engender 
iufpicion and despondency with regard to 
the force on which Britons had b(?eij
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accuftomed to pride themfclves; while 
the mover bad fet up his own opinion 
againft that of the whole of the Admi­
ralty. He then entered at length into a 
panegyric upon Government, and parti­
cularly on the Admiralty ; and added, 
that if the papers were produced, it would 
be feen that there were 500 (hips, bolides 
the irregular force, confuting of 90 Tri­
nity Houle frigates, 173 lighters and 
craft belonging tp the King’s yards, 19 
Eaft Indiamen, and a flotilla of vefleis 
ready to fail at any time, amounting to 
624; making a body of 1596 (hips col- 
left ed in twelve months.

Sir C. Pole alfo defended the conduft 
of the Board of Admiralty. He was 
followed by

Admiral Berkeley, who was convinced 
of the neceffity of tbe prnpqfed inveftiga- 
tion; and as to the 500 cock'e-ihells 
which the Minifter reckoned as a part of 
our efficient Navy, he was confident they 
were not fit to fail from one pier to an­
other in our harbours; he was con­
vinced that gun-boats would render the 
moft efficient fervice.

Sir E. Pellew was furprifed that the 
Admiral (hould feel any apprehenfion 
about the Boulogne flotilla : for his 
part, he fhould be glad to know when 
they meant to come out: whenever this 
took place, a certain viftory might be 
anticipated.

Mr, Wilberforce defended the invefti- 
gation propofed by Mr. Pitt ; and he 
confidered it the duty of Minifters to 
prove the adequacy of tbe prefent Board 
of Admiralty to their high and important 
Ration : he added, that many Naval Offi­
cers had exprefled the higheft diflatif- 
faftion at the'conduft of the Noble Earl.

Mr. Sheridan wished to know who 
were thofe unexceptionable charafters 
that prefumed to criticile the conduft of 
the Firit Lord of the Admiralty ? He was 
certain they were only men who were 
unemployed, and confequently difiatif- 
fied ; and as to the motion, be confidered 
it as breathing nothing but a fpirit of 
faftion. He then entered into a general 
defence of the conduft of Lord St. Vin­
cent, particularly with refpeft, to his de­
tection of the frauds at the pock-yards, 
&c. ; in which inftance he confidered him 
to be clearing (he bottom of the common­
wealth frcm the vermin, filth, and rotten- 
nels with which it was left infefted by 
the late Adminiftration.

Mr, Fox (poke in terms of approba­
tion of the motion 5 and was followed by

W
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
who obferved, that the object of Minifters 
was not to oppofe i-p. formation, but merely 
to reftrain unr.eceffary proceedings.

Captain Markham (aid, that the total 
numbercf Seamen and Marines employed 
on the xoth of the prelent month was 
58,000 : he condemned the practice of 
btiilding fliips of war in the merchants'1 
yards.

Meffrs. Courtenay, Burroughs, and 
Fonblanque, faid a few words 5 and at 
one o’clock the Houfe divided ; when 
there were, for the motion, 130 j againlt 
it, 261 ; majority, 71.

Monday, Mareb 19.—The Neutral 
Ships’ Bill was read a third time, and 
pa fled.

Mr. Gregory moved for an account of 
the diltrifts from which returns had been 
fent of the affeffments made under the 
Property Tax, and of the fums received 
by the Colleftca s; and allo for an account 
of the number of diftrifts from which 
inch returns had not been made.—The 
motions were put and carried.

On the order for the farther confidera- 
tion of the Volunteer Bill,

General Tarleton reminded Minifters 
of the advice be gave them rtf petting the 
difciplihe of. the Militia ; and contended, 
that, h'owever great the fpirit, magnani­
mity, and perfeverance of the Volunteers, 
and however defervjng of fitch a country 
and conftitution were the people, yet that 
without difcipline they may be conquer­
ed.: He illustrated his politico by a re­
ference to the conqueft of the Britons by 
the difciplined Romans ;
Volunteer Syttem, in times pall, was the 
heft that could be inftituted, he had a dif­
ferent opinion of it now that the war 
might be carried on for years againlt a foe 
who poffeffed the greateff army on the 
face cf the earth. The General con­
cluded his obfervations with noticing the. 
improper conduft of certain Volunteer 
Corps in his diflrift, of which he had 
complained to the War Office, and had 
received orders to fettle the differences 
amicably. To prove the evil conie- 
quences of exemptions, he inftanced the 
fecond battalion of Referve, which was 
yet deficient 639 of its proper number. 
He had under his command two batta­
lions of Militia, one of them the fecond 
Wiltfhire, which wanted 70 cf its com­
plement, as men could not be had, on 
account of the exemptions. For a proof 
of the complete flop that was put to 
recruiting the regular army, he faid, that 
there were eighteen parties in Pembroke­

and thdu?h the ‘ on the Volunteer Bill ;

shire for feme time, who could not pro*  
cure more than feventeen recruits; and 
eleven parties in Birmingham, who re­
cruited no more than eleven men. He 
therefore fuggefled, that the balloting 
Ihould be revived, and rhe Army of Re­
fave completed.

Mr, Erfkine dwelt for a conliderable 
time on the law as it (food, relpefting the 
ciaiVe empowering his Ivlajeily to call 
out the Volunteers, and referred to the 
Afts cf Parliament on the fnbjeft, from 
which lie inferred, that the Volunteers 
were bound in honour to ferve on any 
emergency.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
briefly condemned a premature dilcuilion 
of the c aufes ; on which

Mr. Whitbread obferved, that the Bill 
in its prefent Rate was very inefficient ; 
and if it were not materially improved, 
he fhould oppofe it.

^Mf, Kinnaird and Sir W, Young op- 
pofed the consideration of the report ; and

The Secretary at War and Mr. Alex­
ander (poke in favour cf it; as did

Mr. Fox, on the principle, “ that what 
was now worth nothing, might yet be 
made worth fomething.”

The Attorney General fpoke againft 
the recommitment < f the Bill; and on a 
divifior, at one in the morning, the re­
port was agreed to.

Tuesday, March 20,—.The Exche­
quer Bills’ Bill was read a third time, and 
pa (fed.

Mr. Yorke moved for the farther con- 
fideration of the report of the Committee 

on which
Mr, Pitt made feme objeftions to the 

claufe relative to the provision for Volun­
teers ; and

Mr. Yorke awfwered, that the provi, 
fion was never intended to be given to 
them as a bounty, but for fupplying 
them with neceffarits: be therefore op- 
poled any alteration.

Mr. Wilberforce and Mr. Rofe fup- 
ported the objeftions of

Mr, Pitt, who again obferved, that it 
was not originally- intended to give the 
guinea for providing neceffaries ; and 
added, that it was highly necellary to 
make a diliinftion between the matching 
guinea and the two guineas to be given 
when called out againlt the enemy.

This produced a debate of three hours ; 
a*ter  which the amendment of Mr. Pitt 
was negatived.

At length, on the motion of the Secre­
tary at War, the following cia.ufes were 
read a firft and fecond time:—1. To pro­

vide



FOR APRIL 1S04. 507

Mtie For the repair ofarms in Scotland. — 
it. To exempt the hoifes o' Yeomanry 
hnd Volunteer Officers from payment of 
toll.— . To enable Lord Lieutenants 
and Deputy Lieutenants to tffue com- 
miflions not only for former Corps, hut 
tor Rich as (ball in future be eliabiiHied. 
—4.. To exempt the Yeomanry and Offi­
cers in the Volunteers of a certain rank 
from the Horfe Tax, and a!! Volunteers 
from the Powder Tax.—5. To prevent 
the acceptance of" Commiflions in the 
Yeomanry and Volunteers vacating feats 
in Parliament.— 6. For the furtherregu- 
Tation of the ballots, by the Lord Lieute­
nants and Deputy Lieutenants.

Wednesday, March 21.—Mr. W. 
Dundas prefented a Petition from W. 
Hufkinfon, Efq. who had been returned 
for the borough' of Lilkeard ; but who, 
on coming to take his feat, found that 
the Under Sheriff had traftfmitted the 
return, accompanied by a piece of parch­
ment, purporting to be another" return of 
T. Sheridan, Efq. for the lame borough 5 
but which was neither figned nor fealed ; 
and wh'ch pmceedihg was attributed to 
corruption, &t.

Mr. Pitt laid, that the inftrument 
which had the leal fhould be produced, 
and the Member whom it defcribed buf­
fered to take his feat ; but

Mr. Sheridan, fenior, defended the con- 
dufl bi the Sheriff; and after fome con- 
verfiti n, the Petition was ordered to lie 
on the table.
PROPERTY TAX AND LOYALTY LOAN.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
moved, that the Moule thould go into 
a Committee of Ways and Means; and 
that the account of the dilfribution of 
the grants for the fervice of the year 
i 803 be repo; ted ; on which

Mr. Dent reminded M'nifters of the 
fituation of Bankers who were to receive 
dividends on account of thole who em­
powered them, and who were liable to a 
penalty if they did not make the’affefi'- 
ment thereon. The penalties would be 
recoverable after the 5th of April ; and. 
though the cafe of thefe Bankers was 
acknowledged, and MiniHers had pro- 
mi fed a meaffire fhould be brought for­
ward in their favour, yet nothing bad 
been done. He next adverted to the 
5 per cent. Loyalty Loan, the Sub- 
fcribers to which conceived that the 
fleck was redeemable two years after 
the peace, on giving fix months’ notice ; 
but on application to Minifters, they had 
been referred to the Attorney General : 
he wiffied to ■ know, whether the term 

pfefcribed expired en the roth of Ofto- 
ber, on fix months/ notice being given ? 
or whether it was not to expire till 
April ?

The Chancellor of the Exchequer fa id, 
it was incumbent on the fjoufe to relieve 
the Bankers alluded to; and with refpedt 
to the Loan, (Jie Attorney General’s 
opinion was neceifary, and had been for­
mally communicated.

Mr. Pitt explained this point, by ob- 
ferving, that there had been an omiffion in 
wording the Aft, by which it did not 
come up to the relblutions of the Houfe ; 
and he owned that he was to be blamed 
for the error.

NAVAL SURPLUS.
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ob- 

ferved, that in page 3 of the grants for 
the year 1803, thole for the naval fervice 
of that year amounted to 9,951,378k The 
demands for the fervice of that depart­
ment amounted to 8,174,7111. Thegrants 
Ind, therefore, exceeded the demand by 
1,776,667!. This beingthe cafe, he fliould 
pr >pole to grant the lurplus towards the 
Ways and Means for railing the fupply 
for the prefent year, if it were not for a 
Circumftance in the 11th page. This 
was, that feveral payments had been 
made for other fervices not belonging 
fo the year 1803, amounting 10579,706). 
Thefe demands had been fatisfied by the 
Admiralty out of the Ways and Means 
of the year. .The.furplus was reduced 
by the payments here advanced to 
1,370,669!. It was necefTary to ap­
prise the Committee, that the furplus 
of 1,766.0061.’ was not to be confidered 
as a laving in. expenditure. There was 
an increase of navy debt to the amount of 
931:352k 5 the amount being on the iff 
December 1802,. 3,105,648k ; on the 1 ft 
.December 1803, 4,037,000k This accu­
mulation. to the debt arufe from Navy 
Bills not being prefented for payment", 
and the arrears of pay due to leanien 
on foreign flations; and Government 
muft be ready to pay the demands when 
rhade. This lain of 931,352k mult 
therefore be deduced from 1,776,667k, 
leaving the real 'amount of the lum be­
yond what was nectliaiy for the let vice 
of the hilt year, 845,31 5I. As it was not 
neceffary, however, to keep the means of 
fatisfying fuch an amount of debt, the 
greater part of which may not be called 
lor for feveral years, it was his intention 
to move the Houfe to have the whole 
fam of 1,370,669!. applied to other Ser­
vices, dirninifhing per tanto the Loan, 
or other Ways ana Means fox the prc-

R r a kut 
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fent year. He moved accordingly, that 
towards railing the fupply, there be voted 
1,370,644!. 4s. 8d. from the furplus of 
the grants for the fervice of the year 
1803.

Lord Folkftone faid, it was a fallacy to 
fuppofe there was a furplus ; for with re- 
fpect to the War Taxes., the produce of 
which was eftimated at 4,500,000!., it 
was found, by an account prefented fix 
weeks fince, that they had produced fome- 
thing lefs than 1,900,000!., leaving a 
defeat of 2,600,0001., which would re­
duce the furplus now propofed to be voted 
to a deficit of 1,300,000!. If the 931,000!. 
added to the Navy Debt were deducted 
from the furplus of 1,766,000!. there 
would remain a fum of above 800,oool. 
ef the grant of ialt year unapplied; which 
he thought extraordinary at a time when 
every exertion fhould be made in the 
Naval department. He alfo touched on 
the gran for the Land Service, and on 
the g'arx of 1,500,000!. for exigencies, 
of which no iatisfaTory account was 
given.

Mr. Vanfittart ftated the furplus of 
the Confolidated Fund for the year 1803, 
voted at 6,500,000!., to have produced 
5,600,000!. in January lali. The re­
maining 900,000!. was to be made good 
out of the produce exported in January. 
The War Taxes were calculated to pro­
duce 4,5005000!. by the 5th of April; 
and in the lalt week there had been paid 
in on account of them 3,130,000!. It 
did not yet appear whether there was 
any excels in the Military Department.

In anfwer to a queftionfrom Mr. John- 
ftone,

The Chancellor of the Exchequer at­
tributed the faving in the Naval Depart­
ment principally to the economy of the 
Board of Admiralty 5 and added, that the 
number of feamea and marines now on 
board was not 1500 fhort of the number 
voted.

The Vote was then agreed to.
Thursday, March 22.—The Sugar 

Warehouling and Expiring Laws’ Bills 
were read a third time, and palled.

On the report of the Relolutions from 
the Committee of Waysand Means, Lord 
Folkftone repeated his obfervations rela­
tive to the deficiency in the fupplies, par­
ticularly the War Taxes, which had been 
calculated at 4,500,000!., but had only 
produced 1,900,000!. He wifhed to 
know what had cauled the deficiency of 
nearly 8,ooo,oool- from the 12,000,000!. 
held out as the amount of the fupplies ?

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ad­

mitted that his Lordfhipwas right in his 
ftatement of the amount of the War 
Taxes; but denied that the calculation 
had been made to an earlier period than 
the 5th of April. The aggregate of the 
fupplies had alfo been diminifhed by the 
confiderable alterations in the Property 
Tax.

The Relolutions were then agreed to.
Mr. Fox wifhed to know what had 

taken place relative to the Mediation of 
Ruffia ; and obferved, that four months 
had elapfed fince he was told that exifting 
circumftances prevented Minifters from 
making any communication on this fub- 
jeft.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, 
that although the temporary circum­
ftances had been removed, yet others row 
exifted, which prevented any communica­
tion on the fubjeft.

In anfwer to a queftlon from Lord A. 
Hamilton,

Mr. Corry faid, that the Officers on the 
Half Pay of the Irifli Eftablilhment, not 
being called to this country in confe­
quence of the Union, were on the fame 
footing as before the Union with refpeit 
to receipt of pay.

On the motion for the third reading of 
the Volunteer Bill,

Colonel Craufurd expreffed his dif- 
approbation of the whole Military Syftem 
adopted by Minifters. He repeated his 
former arguments on the impraflicability 
of the regular Army keeping its ground 
while fuch large bounties were given for 
recruiting the Militia and Army of Re- 
fer ve 5 and likewife condemned, in the 
ftrongeft terms, the order for driving the 
country and deftroying the provifions.

Mr. Windham alfo fpcke at much 
length on what he confidered the dif­
advantages of the Volunteer Syftem ; and 
particularly condemned the confirmation 
of the exemptions, and the intention of 
bringing the Volunteers to meet the 
enemy. He concluded with oppofing the 
whole fyftem.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer de­
fended the meafure, and ftated it to be 
one upon which the country muft in a 
great degree rely ; though he thanked 
God that we had a well-dilciplined Army 
and a Militia Force fully competent to 
meet every attack.

Mr. Fox ftrongly defended the argu­
ments of Mr. Windham ; and after fome 
explanations and obfervations from Gene­
ral Tarleton, Sir W. Geary, Mr. C- 
Wyme, and Mr. H. Lalcelles, the Bill 
was read a third time, and palled.

Friday,
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Friday., Marchi^.—The Innkeepers’ 
Allowance Bill was read a third time, 
and pa fled.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
moved for Copies of the Proceedings of 
Council refpefting the capture of the 
Ships at Toulon ; and added, that on 
Wednelday be fhould make a motion re- 
fpefting the fum which the Council had 
propofed to he paid for thole captures. 
He then obtained leave to bring in a 
Bill to repeal as much of the Property 
Aft as made Bankers, &c. liable to the 
Afleffment on the funded property of 
their employers.

LOYALTY LOAN.

Mr. Dent reminded Minifters cf the 
frtuarion of the holders of this Loan, 
and the inconvenience they would fuftain 
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if fome immediate fteps were not adopted 
for their relief: to which

The Chancellor of the Exchequer an- 
fwered, that the queftion was of Inch aa 
important nature, that a fpeedy determi­
nation wouid be adopted.

Sir G. Cornwall obtained leave to bring 
in a Bill to prevent Bribery and Corrup­
tion at future Elections for Aylefbury ; 
and

Mr. Rofe gave notice, that he fhould 
move, after the recefs, for direft ions to be 
given to the Attorney General to profe- 
cufe the perfons who had been guilty of 
bribery at that eleftion. It appeared in 
the couri'e of the converfation, that 57 of 
the voters were convifted of receiving­
bribes, and 200 more were liable to th< 
fame charge.

Adjourned.

INTELLIGENCE FROM THE LONDON GAZETTE.
DOWNING-STREET, FEB. 25.

r | '•fie King has been pleafed to appoint 
Major-General John Stuart to be 

Lieutenant-Governor of his Majefty’s 
Illand of Grenada.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, FEB. 25.

Copy of a Letter tranfnitted to the Admi­
ralty from Lord Keith, who /peaks of the 
Capture therein mentioned as very cre­
ditable to Lieutenant Williams and bis 
Grew.

His Maje/lfs hired armed Cutter 
AS He (2), off Gravelines, 
February 20, 1804.

MY LORD,
In obedience to your Lordlhip’s order 

to me of the 17 th inltant, I proceeded with 
his Majefty’s hired cutter, Aftive, under 
my command, to oruile off Dunkirk; 
but the wind blowing ftrong from the 
eaftward, prevented my getting any far­
ther to windward than Gravelines, where 
I this morning discovered fixteen fail of 
the enemy’s gun-boats and tranfports 
running ckde along ftwre ; I immediately 
gave chafe, and at half yah ten com­
menced a running fight; at eleven, the 
ou term oft veffel ftruck her colours ; fhe 
proves to be la Jeune If..Bella tranfport, 
fitted for cm tying.horl’es, bound to Bou­
logne rom O And. I nm forty to iav I 
was prevented capturing any more of the 
enemy’s velieis, horn their having run fo 
dole i (here, and unber the batteries, 
during the time I was taking pofleffion of 
this vefl’cl.. The cond-uft of the liyiall 

crew I command, while attacking fo very 
lupericr a force of the enemy, and under 
their batteries, within three quarters of a 
mile of the Ihore, merits my warmeft 
thanks, and I hope will meet with your 
Lordlhip’s approbation.

I have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) JOHN WILLIAMS.-

fhe Right Hon. Lord Keith, K. B. &c.

SATURDAY, MARCH $..
[This Gazette contains leveral dis­

patches from Lord Nelfon.—The firft 
enclofes a letter from Captain Raynsford, 
of the Morgiaua, to Captain Cracraft, of 
the Anfoh. It is dated off Cape Sparte- 
vento, Oftober 16, 1803, and announces- 
the capture of la Marguerite French pri­
vateer, of two 6 and two 4-pounders, 
with forty men. She was taken poffeffiun 
cf while at anchor by the boats of the 
Morgiana, under the command of Lieute-' 
nant Lawrence, who boarded and carried 
her under a brilk fire of grape-fhot and 
mufkerry. One of our teamen was badly 
wounded, and Since dead.— Or the French 
crew, thirty-feven efcaped to fhore.

Another letter from his Lordfhip, 
dated the i*'  th of November, announces 
the capture, by his lipiadron, of le 
Repaid French fchooner, of twelve 4- 
pounders and fix fwivels, with eighty 
men; and le Titus, tranfport, with 
tWenty-fix foldiers, from Corfica to Tou­
lon.

And a third ehclofes a letter from Cap- 
tain Gore, of the A'.edula, to Captain 
Hart, of th® Menmouth, Iftiior Officer in 

Gibraltar
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Gibraltar Bay, which Rates, that on the 
Sth of December be chafed and captured 
I’Efperance privateer, of two 12 and 2 
®-pounders, with feventy men, and de- 
fh-oyed la Sorciere, of two 12 and two 
<-pounders, to the weftward of the New 
Mole Head, Gibraltar.

Lord Nelfon, and Captains Hart and 
Cracraft, exprefs the moft favourable 
opinion of the Officers who performed the 
above-mentioned fervices.]

CARLTON HOUSE, MARCH 3, 1804.

His Royal Highnefs the Prince of 
Wales has been pleafed to appoint Rich­
ard Brinfley Sheridan, Eft]., to be Re­
ceiver- General of the Duchy of Cornwall, 
in the room of the Right Hon. Edward 
Lord Eliot, deceased,

SATURDAY, MARCH 17.

[This Gazette contains a letter from 
Commodore Hood, on the Leeward Ifland 
Ration, with enclbfures to the Admi­
ralty, giving .accounts of the recapture 
cf the fhip Weftmoreland, from the coaft 
©f Guinea : and of the taking of la 
Bellone French privateer, of eight guns 
and eighty-four men, by Captain Nourfe, 
of his Majefty’s floop Cyane.

Likewife a letter from Lord Keith, 
Rating the capture cf the French gun­
boat the Penriche, and two tranljwrt 
vefiels, part of a convoy proceeding under 
her protection from Calais to Boulogne, 
by the Harpy, Captain Heywood.]

SATURDAY, MARCH 24.
[This Gazette contains a Letter from 

Lieutenant Milne, of the Mary hired 
Cutter, to Admiral Cornwallis, an­
nouncing the capture of two fmall 
Roops of 43 and 44 tons, and four men 
each, one laden with wine and brandy, 
and the other with flour, going into 
Breft ; they were part of a convoy from 
Bourdeaux with provifions.

Sir James Saumarez, in a Letter from 
on board the Diomede, st Guernfey, 
dated the 19th, Rates the capture of the 
French brig Jeune Henri, of twelve 12- 
pound and two 24-pound guns and 50 
men, by the Tartar privateer of Guern- 
iey, mounting ten 4-pcunders, after an 
aflion of two hours, in which the enemy 
bad two men wounded.]

SATURDAY, MARCH 3T.
ExtraSt of a Letter from the Governor i>i 

Council, at Bombay, io the Court of Di~ 
reSlort, dated Sept. 3, 1803.
Major General Wellcfley having com­

mented his operations againft the fortrefs. 
of Ahmednagor, on the 8th of Auguff, 
we had the fatisfaflion to learflj that the 
above-mentioned fort fell into the Major- 
General’s hands on the 11 th following. 
The achievement of this enterprife was 
attended with the lofs of feveral brave of*  
fleers and men, as will appear by the lift 
of the former, inferted in the margin *,  
but the acquifition of it is of great im­
portance, as it is confidered to be one of 
the ftrongeft petitions in the country. On 
this ground, therefore, General Weilefley 
has, for the prefent, taken poileflion of the 
forts and diftriffs dependant thereon, and 
placed them under the management of 
Captain Graham, of the Madras Elia- 
bliftnPent, with orders to ceileht the re­
venue, and to render the reiources of that 
acquifition as subfervient as pomble to 
the objects of the campaign. In advifirfg 
this refult, we beg leave to offer to your 
Honourable Court our congratulations on 
the diftinguifhed and rapid fuccefs which 
attended the Britilh arms, under the di­
rection of the Honourable Major-General 
Weilefley, in the reduction of Ahmed- 
Baghur; truftingalfo, that we (hail fliortly 
be enabled to report an equally favourable 
refult with refpeft to the fort of Broach, 
the meafures for reducing cf which are 
now in progreft.

* Killed.—Captains Grant and Humberftoh, and Lieutenant Anderfon, cf the 
78'h Regiment; and Lieutenant Plenderleatb, iff battalion 3d Regiment Madras.

Wounded.—Lieutenant Neilfon, 74th Regiment 5 and Lieut. Laikins; 78th ditto,
1 information,

ExtraSt of a Letter from the Governor in 
Council, at Bombay, to the Court of Di~ 
re Store, dated xtb September, 1803.
Since doling our general addrels, under 

date the 3d inftant, we have received from 
Lieutenant-Colonel Woodington, the 
Officer commanding at Broach, the dif- 
patch, cf which a copy is enciofed, ad- 
vifing of the reduction of that fortrefs by 
aflau.lt on the 29th ultimo, an achieve­
ment which has been accomplished with a 
rapidity, energy, and fuccefs, reflecting 
the higjieft credit on that refpeflable Of­
ficer, and on the Officers and Men under 
his command.

(ENCLOSURE.) 
fo the Honourable Jonathan Duncan, EJq, 

Brefident and Governor, &c. &c. &c. 
in Council.

HONOURABLE SIR,
I have the honour to enclofe, for your

aflau.lt
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Information, a letter I have this day ad- 1 
Mreffed to the Honourable Major-General ; 
Wfchefley, on the capture of Broach.— 1 
I have the honour to be, with the greatest 1 
refpfid, honourable Sir, your moll ube- 1 
dieiit and faithful lervant, ' ]
(Signed) H, Woodington, Lieut. Col. 1

Broach, 29th Auguft, 18'03. 1
To Major-General WeHeJhy, Commander in

Chief, Cfc.&c.
sir, '

I have the honour to acquaint you, that 
St three o’clock P. M. F (formed the fort 
ef Broach, and carried it with little lots, 
although the Arabs made considerable 
refinance, particularly on our entering the 
breach. The Arabs have fuffcred very 
confiderahly, and we have taken a great 
many Hand of colours. A nkne keep 
afcent to the breach, and of fuch length, is 
feldttm fecn. I cannot exp re is riiylelf in 
Efficient terms on the g'ailantry <rf the 
officers and men I have the honour to com­
mand. I (hail have the honour to addrefs 
you mere fully to-morrow. I write this 
for your early information, immediately 
after we have get p iic-ffi' n of the place, 
whj,ch will, I hope, be an excufe for haiie. 
I hsive the honour to be, Sir, your molt 
obedient tenant.
(Signed) H. Woodington, Lieut. Col. 

Broach, 2fh»Augujl, 1 a03.
(True Copies )

(Signed) J ames Grant, Sec. to Gov, 
Enclosure, No. i.—.Referred to here­

after.
To the Honourable Jonathan Duncan, Efq. 

Frejident and Cover nor in Council.
HON OVR ABLE SIR.,

The encloied is a C;. y of a Letter 
from C Ionel Murray, giving cover to one 
from Lieutenar.t-Coloncl Woodington, 
refpetling the capitulation of Powaiighur.
I have the honour to be, fkc. &c.

Oliver Nicoll J, Major-General. 
Bombay, zyth Sept. 181:3.

(N.?. j.)
Head- Efarters, Baroda., 

sir, Sept. 21, r 803.
I have the honour to enclofe a letter 

which I received this morning from Lieu­
tenant-Colonel Wocdin^ton. It is ne- 
ceflafy to inform you, that the delay of 
this important communication arifes iris 
the -mil'carriage of the Colmitl’s letter, 
although lent m duplicate.

Colonel Woodingtim highly prai.es 
the zeal and activity of the troops under 
his command 5 and to judge by their fuc- 
cefs, the praiie is well merited.

Colonel Woodington has, in a moft 
particular manner, reqnefted that I fhould

lay the meritorious fervices of Serjeant 
Kfocre, o; his''Majefty’s Both' Regihient, 
before yon, He led the Forlorn Hope at 
the alla.uk of Broach, and behaved with 
fhe utmo/r gallantry on that occafion.—> 
'Major Cuyler (peaks highly- in favour of 
his general charafter. I have the honor 
to be, &c. J. Murray, Col.

■ To Major-General Nicolls.
(True Copy-)
j. C. Harris, ASing Mil. Sec.

To Colonel Murray commanding the Forces 
in the Guze rat.

SIR,
In consequence of your communication., 

to me laft night,'that you had not re­
ceived my official communication on the 
fn'rrender of Powanghur by capitulation*  
I have the honour to addrefs you again 
on the liibjeft.

After a breach had been effected -in the 
Woli ci the inner fort, as al(o that another 
was al mu ft pt a ft icable in a tower at the 
angle of the outer fort, the garrifon of­
fered to capitulate on the morning of the 
j7.i1, eii condition of being protected m 
their perfons and private property.

To thefe terms I agreed, on condition 
of immediately taking poll.; Hi on of the. 
breach in the inner wall, ith a company 
of Sepoys. They, however, tacked other, 
flipulaticr.s to the capitulation ; viz. that 
I ffiould agree to, pay them the a. rears due 
from Scindra, and that two of tile Com­
manders of the Gwicavjar cavalry with 
me (amounting' to about three ho ad red. 
horie) ffiould frgn- the -agreement. To 
thofe latter articles I would n no account 
agree j and it was n t untii four P. M. 
when they found, from .. couti.uuirig to 
batter, that I would admit of no delay*  
that they agreed to the original terms, 
which were immediately carried into iuii. 
effect, by their evacuation of the fort and 
mountain, of which we took pofleffion.

If this had not. taken place, I bad mads 
the neceflary arrangements for Running 
both breaches on the morning of the 18th*  
and I conceive that the garrifon were ia- 
timidared, from a knowledge that if they 
oppofed us on our entering the breaches,, 
their communication with the upper fort 
would be cut off, and they liad no other 

. way to efcape than the road which lay 
down bv our battery.

1 Could, they have obtained poffeflion of 
' the upper fort, or Balla Killa, at the top 
■ of the mountain, ! am inclined to think.

it utterly impregnable.
. I have-left Captain Cliffe, of the En« 
1 gingers, to take a plan and view of the 

Forts

prai.es
alla.uk
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Forts and Works on the Mountain, 
■which,. I doubt not, from his known abi­
lities, will be ably executed.

It is with the greateft pleafare that I 
embrace this opportunity of lubmitting, 
for your notice, the merits, zeal, and 
great exertions, of all ranks on this fer- 
vice.—J have the honour to be, &c.

H E N R Y VVcODIN GT0N, Lieut. Col. 
Baroda, lift Sept. 1803.
ExtraH of a Letter from tbs Governor in 

Council at Bombay, to the Secret Com­
mittee of the Court of DireLiars, dated 
Bombay Cajile, yl October, 1803.
“ Our Prelident has received from Ho- 

pburable Major-General Wellefley a 
<fifpatch of the 25th u|t, as per copy en- 
doled. From the report contained in it, 
jour Honourable Committee will oh- 
ferve, that the General attacked the com­
bined forces of Dpwlut Bow Scindia and 
the Berar Rajah on die 23d of September, 
in the vicinity of the Adjunty Pals, with 
the divifion of the army under his own 
immediate command, and that the very 
obftinate aclion that enfued terminated in 
the complete defeat of the .confederates, 
with the lofs to them of ninety pieces of 
(cannon, which the Hon.General Wellefley 
Iras captured.

We have not received an official re­
port of cafualtiesduring the engagement; 
but the General ftates our lofs of officers 
and men to have been great. As far as 
private information has enabled us, we 
lave endeavoured to fupply this defici­
ency in the enclofed lift of killed and 
wounded' on that occafion ; it is conlidered 
to be incomplete in not containing die 
names of all the officers who fuffered 5 
but, in other refpefts, it is fuppofed to 
be cor re ft.

<f From the rnoft recent private ac­
counts from the Hon. Major-Geneial 
Wellefley, it appears that Scindia and 
the Rajah Berar had defcended the Ad- 
Junty Ghaut, and that the JJritifh forces 
were immediately to proceed in puriuit of 
them beyond the Nizam’s frontier.” 
ForENCLOSURE, No. 1, fee the early

part of this Gazette.
(ENCLOSURE, No. 2.) 

ftmathan Duncan, Efq. Cfc. 
“ SIR,

•‘I attacked the united armies ofDow- 
Jnt Rao Scindia and the Rajah of Berar 
with my divifion on the ijd, and the re­
sult of the aftion which enfued was, that 
they were completely defeated, with the 
Jefs of ninety pieces of cannon which I 
bave taken. I have fuffered a gre^t lots 
cl officers and mtn.

“ I enclofe a copy of my letter to the 
Governor General, in which I have given 
him a detailed account of the events which 
led to and occurred in the aftion.—I have 
the honour to be, &c.

Arthur Wellesley. 
Camp, “i^ib Sept. 1803.
His Excellency the Governor General, 

G’c. GU.
“ MY LORD,

t( I was joined by Major Hill, with 
the laft of the convoys expected from the 
River Kiflna, and on the 18th, and on the 
20th, was enabled io move forward to­
wards the enemy, who had been joined, 
in the courfe of the laft feven or eight 
days, by the infantry under Colonel 
Pohlman, by that belonging to Begum 
Sumreo, and by another brigade of in­
fantry, the name of whole Commander I 
have not afeertained. The enemy’s ai my 
was collected about Bakerdun, and be­
tween that place and Jafferabad.

“ I was near Colonel Stevenlon’s corps 
on the 21ft, and had a conference with that 
officer, in which we concerted a plan to 
attack the enemy’s army with the divi­
sions under our command on the 24-th, in 
the morning; and we marched on the 
izd, Colonel Stevenfon by the weftern 
route, and I by the eaftetn route,, round 
the hills between Beednaporer and Jalnah, 

f‘ On the 23d, I arrived at Naulaiah, 
and there received a report, that Scindia 
and the Rajah of Beiar had moved off in 
the morning with their cavalry, and that 
the infantry were about to follow, but 
were ftill in camp, at the diftance of about 
fix miles from the ground on which I 
intended to encamp. It was obvious that 
the attack was no longer to be delayed, 
and having provided for the fecurity of 
my baggage and ftores at Naulaiah, I 
marched on to attack the enemy.

“ I found the whole combined army of 
Scindia and the Rajah of Berar encamped 
on the bank of the Kiftna river, nearly 
on the ground which I haft been informed 
that they occupied,

<{ Their right, which confided er„ 
tirely of cavalry, was about Bakerdun, 
and extended to their corps of infantry, 
which were encamped in the neighbour­
hood of Assy e. Although I came firlt 
in front of their right, I determined to 
attach their left, as the deteat of their 
corps of infantry was molt likely to be 
effeftual; accordingly I matched round 
.0 their left flank, covering the match of 
the column of infantry by the Britifh 
cavalry in the rear, and by the Mahratta 
and Nlyfore cavalry on the right flank.
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<f We patted the river Kiftna at a ford 
beyond the enemy's left flank, and I 
formed the infantry immediately in two 
lines, with the Britifh cavalry as a re- 
lerve in a third, in an open (pace be­
tween that river and a Nullah running 
parallel to it. The Mahratta add My- 
fore cavalry occupied the ground be­
yond the Kiftna on our left flank, and 
kept in check a large body of the ene­
my’s cavalry which had followed our 
march from the right of their own pe­
tition .

“ The enemy had altered the por­
tion of their infantry previous to our 
attack : it was no longer, as at firlt, 
along the.Kiftna, but extended from 

’that river acrofs to the village of Attye, 
Upon the Nullah, which was upon cur 
right. We attacked them immediately, 
and the troops advanced under a very 
hot fire from cannon, the execution of 
'which was terrible.

“ The picquets of the infantry and 
the 74th regiment, which were on the 
right of the firlt and fecond lines, dif­
fered particularly from the fire of the 
guns on the left of the enemy’s pofition 
hear Alfye. The enemy’s cavalry alfo 
made an attempt to charge the 74th 
regiment at the moment when they 
were molt expofed to this fire, blit 
they were cut up by the Britifh cavalry, 
Which moved on at that moment. At 
length the enemy’s line gave way in 
■all directions, and the Bruim cavalry 
cut in among their broken infantry, 
but fome of their corps went off m 
good order, and a fire was. kept up on 
our troops from many of the guns from 
which the enemy had been firlt driven, 
by individuals who had been patted by 
the line, under the fuppofition that 
they were de.d.

c Lieut. C. Ionel Maxwell, with the 
•Britifh cavalry, 1 barged a large body of 
infantry, which had retired and was 
formed again, in which operation he 
was killed', tnd fome time elaifed be­
fore he could put an end to the ttrag- 
gling fire which was kept up by in­
dividuals, from the guns from which 
toe enemy were driven. The enemy’s 
cavalry alfo*  which had been.hovering . 
round us throughout the.aftion, was 
ftill near ns. At length, when the hit 
formed body of infantry gave wav, tfi-e 
whole went off, and left in our hands 
pinety pieces of'cannon. This victory, 
which was certainly complete, has 
however cell us dear .; your Excellency
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will perceive, by the enclofed return*  
that our lofs in officers and men has 
been very great, .and in that of Lieut. 
Col. Maxwell and other officers,, whole 
names are therein included, greatly to 
be regretted.

“ I cannot write in too ftrong terms 
of the conduct of the troops ; they ad­
vanced in the bell order, and with the 
greateft fteadinefs, under a moft de- 
ffre.ctive fire, again it a body of infantry- 
far fuperior in numbers, who appeared 
determined to contend with them to 
the iatt, and who were driven from their 
guns .only by the bayonet 5 and, not- 
wirhttanding the numbers of the ene­
my’s cavalry, and the repeated demon- 
ffrations they made of an intention to 
charge, they were kept at a diftance by 
the infantry.

“ I am particularly indebted to 
Lieut. Col. Harnefs and Lieut. Col. 
Wallace, for the manner in which they 
conducted their brigades, and to ail 
the Officers of the Staff, for the afliftance 
1 received from them.

“ The Officers commanding bri­
gades, nearly all thofe of the Staff, and 
the mounted Officers of the Infantry, 
had their horfes (hot under them.
“I have alfo to. draw your Excel­

lency’s notice-to the conduct of the 
cavalry*  commanded by Lieut. Colonel 
Maxwell, particularly that of the 19th 
Dragoons.

“ The enemy are gone off towards 
the Adjuutee. Ghaut, and I propofe to 
follow them as loon as I can place my 
captured guns and the wounded in fe- 
curity. I have the honour, to be, &c.

“ A. Wellesley, M. G.” 
Camp, al Ajfye, Sept. 24, 1803.

(1-.NCL03URE, No. 3.)
Lift of ibe Ki fed andlfounded in the Afiion 

if tie 2.34/ of September, 1803.
KILLED.

19th Light Dragoons.—Lieut. Col. 
Max well and Capt. Boyle.

4th Reg. Native Cavalry.— Captain 
Mackey.

r li Ditto—Lieutenants Bonomi and 
Mucle; d.

Uis Majefty’s 74th Reg* —Captains 
Macleod, Avion, Dyce, and Maxwell. 
-..Lieutenants J. Campbell.. —— Cainp-
’.-■ fl, i a bel . G ' ■ 
ns, Nclio'n, and Vgi-.m.'-eer Moore. -
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» Artillery.—Captains Fowler and 
Steel.—Lieutenants Lindfay and Grif­
fiths.

WOUNDED,
19th Light Dragoons,—Captains 

Cathcart and Seale.—Lieut. Wilfon.
4th Reg, Native Cavalry.—Lieut. 

Paley, and Cornet Meredith.
5th Ditto.—Capt. Colebrooke.
7th Ditto.—Capt. Macgregor.
His Majefty’s 74th Regiment—Major 

Swinton, Capt. Lieut. Moore —Lieu­
tenants Shaw, Main, Macmurdo, and 
Langlands. —En fign Keefman.

His Majefty’s 78th Reg.—Captain 
Mackenzie.—Lieutenants Larkins and 
Kihlock.—Eniign Bethune,

ill Battalion ad Reg. Native Infan­
try—Lieut. Walker.

ift Battalion 8th Reg. Native Infan­

try.—Lieutenants Fair, Davie, Fen­
wick, and. Hunter,

ilt Battalion izth Reg. Native In­
fantry-—Lieut. Col. Macleod.—Major 
Macaily.— Lieutenants Hervey, Smithj 
Decruz, and Boodler,

1 ft Battalion ioth Reg. Native In*  
fantry.—Lieut, Pahry.

Killed. IVoiindkd.
His Majefty’s 74th ... 124 . . . »7°
His Majefty’s 78th ... 29 . . . 76

Total ----- 153------ 34-6
N.B.Europeans, killed and wounded, 

including Artillery and Officers, is 
upwards of 600. Of the Natives no 
account has yet been received, but 
fuppofed about 900.

(A true Copy.)
(Signed) J. A. GRANT, Set*  

(To be continued^)

FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.
ID especting the plot againft the Con- 

ftilar Government of France, very 
few particulars have tranfpired lince 
our laft, A pretended letter of Mo­
reau’s is in circulation 5 but, though 
well written, it is evidently a fabri­
cation. It recounts with bitternefs 
the fins of the Firft Conful ; admits 
the defign of himfelf, Georges, and 
Pichegru, to attempt the reiteration 
of the Bourbons; and finally, defies 
the Grand Judge and his horde of 
fpies to prove aught againft him beyond 
his own confeffion.

A band of French fpies, amounting 
to upwards of fifty, have been lent to 
the vicinity of Warfaw, for the pur- 
pofe, it is fuppofed, of carrying off 
Louis XVIII. and the Duke of Angou­
leme.

The letter cf a perfon in the Hou re­
hold of Louis XVIII, at Warfaw, dated 
March 13, fpeaks of him as follows :— 
“ The King is a truly religious Prince, 
endowed with every virtue which piety 
can make affefting; and of a capacity 
fuperior to what I ever met with in any 
other man upon earth. Unfortunately, 
his perfonal inactivity is confiderable, 
and his great corpulency unfits him 
for the arduous talk of reftoring mat­
ters in France. As few equal his ta­
lents, it is only in this refpeCt that his 
nephew and niece are inferior to him ; 
they emulate, his piety and his fteadfaft 
religious belief. The three lead a moft 

folitary life ; and, though in a city of 
as much diflipation and pleafure as any 
in the world, they partake of neither. 
A jaunt in their carriage when the 
weather is fine, dr a folitary walk on 
foot, arc the only diverfions they al­
low to their melancholy thoughts.

The Paris Papers of the 3d inft, 
relate, with great exultation, the cap­
ture, by the fquadron of Admiral Li*  
nois, of a large fhip, of 1 3°° t°ns» 
Bengal, (fuppofed to be the Countefs of 
Sutherland,) very richly laden.

By the fame Papers we learn, that the 
report of the Grand Judge, on the tup- 
pofed plot of aflaffination, has been fent 
to all the-Foreign Minifters in Paris; 
The report charges our .Refident at 
Munich, Mr. Drake, with being con­
cerned in the plot. The diplomatic 
characters in Paris have ail of them fent 
anfwers, more or lefs fuitable to the 
characters, policy, and independence, 
of their refpeCtive Courts;

The Moniteiir contains crowds of ad- 
drefles from all parts of France, from 
the Municipalities, the Army, Clergy, 
&c. on the difeovery of the notable 
plot againft the Government.

Mr. Drake’s pretended correfpond- 
ence is circulated all over Europe; with 
a view to impeach and vilify the Eng*-  
lifh character.

The Morriteur, French paper, of the 
Sth inftant, contained an account of the 
Dealt- Tittegru, in the Teis- 
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pie; the details of which event are 
given in a report of the Criminal and 
Special Tribunal of the Seine. By this 
report it appears, that he put himfelf to 
death on the night of the 5th, by twill­
ing a Hick fo very tightly in his hand­
kerchief as to lirangle himfelf.—Other 
accounts fay, that he was llranglcd by 
order of the Ufurper.

Moreau and Georges will probably 
experience the fate of Pichegru, if we 
may judge from the following article, 
extracted from the Citoyen Francois :—

It is reported, that both Moreau and 
Georges are un-ujell in their prifons : 
the firll, from eating too little ; the 
fecond, from eating and drinking too 
much.”

The Duke d’Enghein, fon of the 
Duke of Bourbon, and grandfon of the 
Prince of Conde, has, contrary to the 
Law of Nations, been arrefted in the 
Eleftor of Baden’s territories, and car­
ried to France, tried before a French 
Military Cpmmiflion, and fentenced to 
death. He was (hot on the 23d ult. 
before day-light, in the foreft of Vin- 
ciennes, near to the Callie of that name.

It is remarkable, that he ihould have 
perilhed in that very Wood in which 
his anceftor, Louis IX-, or St. Louis, 
was wont to adminifter jultice, under 
a large oak, according to the fimple 
forms of the thirteenth century. From 
this Monarch he was the twenty-firll in 
de/cent.

The arre/t of the Duke 'd’Enghein, 
in the above unprecedented manner, 
mull excite much interell all over Eu­
rope. The Elector of Baden is the 
father-in-law of the Emperor ofRuf- 
fia ; and the invafion of his territory 
cannot fail to be viewed, not only as a 
grofs infidt, but as a precedent for 
every violence in future.

The Dutch Papers inform us, that 
the French troops have feized on the 
town ofMeppen,near Embden, through 
which the Briti/h goods found their 
way into the interior of Germany.

aymir *■>
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The French Minifters at Berlin, 
Copenhagen, Hamburgh, Bremen, and 
Lubeck, have prefented an official de­
mand to have all Frenchmen, travelling 
through their refpeftive territories, in 
their way for England, arrefted.

Diiaffeclion has broken out in three 
Communes of the Swifs Cantons, againlt 
the Government impofed on them by 
France. An aftion has already taken 
place between the Infurgents and the 
troops fent againft them.

We have two articles from the Fo­
reign Papers of titled female knavery : 
one is from Vienna, of a Lady calling 
herfelf Baronefs Von Fittan, fwindling 
a young tradefraan, of that place, of 
200,000 florins’ worth of diamonds; 
and the other, of a young Countefs of 
Schwiechelt, in Paris, robbing Madame 
Denndoff, a Ruflian Lady, of diamonds-, 
worth 300,000 livres. The firll men­
tioned is fuppofed to have efcaped to 
England; but the Countefs is fen­
tenced to lland in the pillory four 
hours, and be imprifoned two years in 
let. Saltpetriere. The Countefs has a 
yearly revenue of 30,000 livres, and 
her jewel box contained trinkets worth 
upwards of 150,000 livres. This Lady 
is not the only victim of the palfion for 
gambling in France : a jeweller’s wife 
lately robbed her hufband of 10,000 
louis d’ors’ worth of diamonds, which 
Ilie loll in gambling, and afterwards 
poifoned herfelf when (he heard it had 
ruined her hufband ; and a banker, not 
long fince, to lave the honour of his 
wife, was obliged to pay 200,000 livres 
for her forged bills and loli’es to gam­
blers.

A duel was lately fought in South 
Carolina, between the Hon. John Rut­
ledge and Dr. Centre, of Rhode Ifland. 
The Doctor was fo leverely wounded 
in the leg, that immediate amputation 
was rendered necellary. A further ac. 
count Hates, that he furvived the ope­
ration but two days. Mr. Rutledge 
received a fle<h-wound in the Iide. 
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march 22. flames before the family were alarmed.

A T two in the morning, a fire broke The mother, after efcaping with diffi- 
" “ out in a cottage at Kempsford, culty, returned, and penetrated three 
Gloucefterfhire, inhabited by an in- times fuccefiively through tile fire to 
dultrious labourer, named Poole, his fave her children, in which Ihe fortu- 
wife, and five fmall children. The nately fucceeded ; but,, (flocking to re- 
houfe was completely enveloped in. late, lh© was herfelf fo much fcorched
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in the attempts, as to furvive only a 
few hours. The poor man and two of 
the children are fo much burnt as to 
leave but little hopes of their re­
covery.

26. Mr. Light, a refpefhble farmer, 
of Sondley, in Shropshire, and a man of 
great property, being at Newport, ap­
proached a waggon loaded with lime; 
which was palling through the town,, 
and, taking off his hat, placed his head 
clofe to one of the wheels, which pall­
ed over him, and crulhed him to death 
inftantaneoufty. We have not heard 
any reafon affigned for the commilfion 
of this ftrange and melancholy a&.

27. The worfted mills of Ramfbot- 
tom and Swaine, of Bradford, are to­
tally conftnned by fire.

28. A .fire broke out in the diftillery 
of Meffrs. Calvert, Clark, and Co. at 
Vauxhall. It happened by the bunting 
of the great (till, which contained 
30,000 gallons of wafh. The lo-fs is 
eftimated at 12 or >500!.

A melancholy accident lately occur­
red at Docking, Norfolk: Thomas 
Callaby, who had been only a few days 
difcharged from Bethel Hofpital, Nor­
wich, (and who appeared to have re­
covered his fenfes,) went to bed on 
Saturday the 7th iiirft. apparently com- 
pofedand eafy; but about two o’clock 
5n the morning he arofe from his bed, 
under pretence of being thirfty, when, 
he fecured a cafe-knife, which he hid 
in his fiioe, and about four o’clock the 
fame morning (tabbed his wife in a 
dreadful manner ; cut the throat of his 
grandchild, about three years of age; 
and - alfo (tabbed his daughter, the 
mother of the child. The maniac was 
at length confined by his neighbours, 
to whom the alarm was given by his 
fon, who exaped from the houfe, or 
the event might have been much more 
dreadful. The child is lin.cedead, but 
his wife and daughter are likely to re­
cover.—The above unhappy man was a 
fervant of Mr. Dufgate, of Summer­
field, and had formed the horrid defign 
of murdering Mrs. Dufgate and her 
child, by fecreting himfelf in a lane 
where they were accuftomed to walk in 
fine weather, but his intention was hap­
pily fruftrated by their being accident­
ally prevented from walking in the 
lane that evening.

Lately, the remains of the largeft 
perfon ever known in Ireland, at leaft 
since the days of Phil Macoul, the fa- 
jxious Irifh giant, were interred in. the 

church-yard of Rofeunatlis, in th® 
Queen’s county. The coffin, with its. 
contents, weighed fl ry-two (tone, which 
amounts exactly to fix hundred. It was 
borne on, a very long bier, by thirty 
ftrong men, who were relieved at in­
tervals The name of this extraordi­
nary perfon is faid to have been Roger 
Byrne, who lived at or near Burros, in 
Offbry, and is reported to have died of 
no other difeafe, but a fuffocati'.n, oc- 
calioned by an extremity of fat that 
flopped the play of the lungs, and put 
a period to his life, in the 54th year of 
his age. He was thirteen ftone heavier 
than the noted Bright, of Maldon,. 
whofe waiftcoat encloied (even large- 
men.—Byrne was a married man ; his 
widow is a very final! woman, by whom 
he has left four boys.

At the quarter fr.ffionsTor the county 
of. Nottingham, fix erions of Culver- 
ton were convicted of infulting the 
corps of Nottingham Volm.teer Ran­
gers ; five of them were (entenced to 
fix months’ imprifonment,. and the 
other to eight months.

At the Cambridge quarter fefiions, 
William Chiifney, the jockey,' for al- 
faulting Colonel Leigh was (entenced 
to fix months’ impiiionment, a fine of 
40s. and to give fecurity for his good 
behaviour for two years, himfelf in tool, 
and two fureties in $,pl. each.

A gentleman in the neighbourhood- 
of Stockbridge has lately had great 
havock committed among his (keep by 
dogs, which affembled with lingular 
regularity, on different nights, to wor­
ry and deftroy the barml.els dock.—No 
lefs than fifty-nine ewes were killed in 
one night; but fortunately the offend­
ers were detected, nine of them (Tp- 
pofed to be the whole gzzwgj have been 
taken, and all hung up- together.—.. 
Moft of the ewes had lambs, by their 
sides, none of which were hurt.

April 3.. AtTauntonaffi?es, Alex­
ander Davifon, Efq. of St. James’s- 
fquare, and two others, convicted of 
bribery at the liohefter election.

Lieut. George Mozeley and Lieut. 
Patrick Mannen, of the 7th battalion 
of Referve, have been Gazetted, as dir- 
miffed the fervice for ufing grofs and 
indecent language to, and in the hear­
ing of, two officers’ wives,, at Norman, 
Crofs Barracks.

5. At the Weftminfter fefiions, Mary 
Edwards and Mary Ann Edwards, mo­
ther and daughter, were indicted for 
felopioufly dealing a quantity of wear­

ing
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jng apparel, the property of Mr. Royers, 
of Manchefter Buildings, Weftminlter. 
Ii anneal ed, tb it on the 2d of March, 
about half paft one o’clock, the child 
from wh.-nj the clothes were taken was 
decoyed from the door of her father’s 
houfe, and was not heard of until late 
in the afternoon of the fame day ; when 
ihe was found naked on the flight of 
Ileus leading to the water, on the Surry 
fide of Weltminiter Bridge. On fearch- 
ing the houfe of the prifoners, in 
Brooke’s court, Lambeth, the child’s 
bonnet and fhoes, with other parts of 
her apparel, were found. Both were 
found guilty, and fentenced to be 
tranfported for feven years.

At the Surry affizes, James Salter, 
and feveral other journeymen hatters, 
working with Mr. Wall, of Southwark, 
were indicted for a conspiracy ; by 
which they reftrained the free courfe 
of that trade, and obliged the matters 
to difmifs fuch journeymen as were ob­
noxious to them, and would work with 
fuch only as were conformable to the 
rules and regulations amongft them­
felves.—Vedift, Guilty.

13. Lady Glanville was found dead 
in her bed-room, in Manchefter-tireet, 
at four in the morning; her clothes had 
taken fire, and were confumed to her 
body, which prefen ted a (hocking 
ipeftacle.

Same day, as Mrs. Dawfon, of Cald- 
beck, Cumberland, relift of Lieut. 
General Richard Dawfon, formerly 
Lieut. Governor of the Ifle of Man, 
immediately after dinner, was (landing 
near the parlour fire, part of her muflin 
drefs came in contact with rhe flame, 
by which Ihe was dreadfully fcorched ; 
in this painful fituation (her diftreis 
being heightened by the molt violent 
agitation and terror) the languifhed 
until Monday following, when ihe ex­
pired. She was 71 years of age.

16. At half paft nine at night, a 
fire broke out at a rope walk, belong­
ing to Mr. Cornwall, at the end of 
Back-lane, St. George’s Road, in the 
parifh of Shadwell, which burnt with 
great fury, and, in a fhort time, com­
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municated to Mr. Miles’s deal-yard 5 
which place, together with the rope­
walk, was entirely confumed. Five or 
fix houfes were confiderably damaged, 
as well as a houfe in Mercer's-row, and. 
one in Price’s-row.

The celebration of High Mass, 
and a folemn Requiem for the late Duke 
d’Enghein, took place this morning, 
at the French Chapel, in King-ftreet, 
near Portman-fquare. The Bifliop of 
Montpelier aflifted on this moft folemn 
occasion, as did the venerable Arch- 
bifhop of Narbonne, the Bifhops of 
Arras, Avranches, Nantz, Angou­
leme, Noyon, Rhodes, and Usez. Of 
perfons of diftinftion, there were pre­
fent betides, Monfieur, Duke de Berry, 
Duke d’Orleans, Duke de Montpenfier, 
Comte Beaujolois, Marquis de Li verot, 
Earl and Countefs bf Kenmare, Dow­
ager MarcbionefsofDonnegal,and Lady 
Char. Browne. The Prince of Condi 
intended to have been prefent; but his 
health and feelings would not permit 
him.

19. At a Court of Common Coun­
cil, held at Guildhall, the Committee 
of Control over the Coal and Corn 
Meters prefented a report, recommend­
ing the purchafe of the Coal-Exchange 
in Thames-ftreet, for the fum of 
25,600!. for the purpofe of carrying 
into execution the Aft of Parliament 
pa(Ted in the laft (eflion, for eftablifhing 
a free market in the city of London, 
for the vending of all coals; which was 
read, agreed to, and ordered to be car­
ried into execution.

At night, the premifes of a gentle­
man at Low Layton, in Eflex, were 
broke open, and robbed of plate and 
other property to a large amount. The 
yard dog belonging to the houfe was 
found dead in a field near the premifes, 
fuppoled to have been poifoned by the 
villains.

Cambridge. The Norrifian Prize 
is this year adjudged to Mr. James 
George Durham, of Be’net College. 
The fubjeft, “ The Providence "of 
God.”

MARRIAGES.
FT’HE Rev. John Bell, M.A. of Salif-

-■*-  bury, to Mifs M. A. Collinfon, of
Lombard ftreet, London.

Mr. G. Afhley, leader of Covent Gar­
den Oratorios, to Mifs Chandler,

Captain Gardner, of the royal artillery, 
to Mils Eliza Fyers.

Robert William Wynne, efq. of Gar- 
thewen, Denbighfhire, to Mifs Stanley, 
of Court Houfe, near Wrexham.

Captain
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Captain George- Martin, of the royal 
jasvy, to MH's Harriet Bentinck.

The Rev. T. R. Malthus, to Mifs 
Fckerfal*  of Claverton Houle, Somerlet-

Sir John Keane, barf, to Mrs. Cref- 
pigny, widow of Philip Crefpigny, efq.

Charles Godfrey, efq. to Mifs A. M\ 
Thurlow, third daughter to the late 
Biffiop of Durham,

MONTHLY
FEBRUARY-

A T Bath, the Rev. John Howlett, vicar 
of Great Dunmow, Eflex, anther of 

ieveral excellent trails on the population 
of the kingdom.

March 17. At EU'mgham, North- 
rxjMberhnd, Edward Haggerfton, Efq.

George Molyneatix Montgomerie, efq. 
erf Gai boideffiam Hall, Norfolk,

Lately, aged 74, the Rev, B, HuR 
chiofon, M.A. rector of Ruffiden, in the 
tourrty of Northampton, and of Holywell 
and Needingworth, in the county of Hun­
tingdon, He was the author of Kimbol­
ton Park, a poem, and an Ode to Mar- 
rrage, both in Pearch’s Colleil ion; and 
?tlfo- “ A Calendar of the Weather for 
the Year 178'3,” 8vo. 178?.

30, Mr. Charles Carothers, formerly a 
wine-merchant in Dublin.

22. At Vicars Pill, near Lymington, 
in hrs Soth year, the Rev. William Gil-, 
pin, vicar of Bold're,

Mr. Jofieph Taylor, paper-flainer, of 
Weft Smithfield.

AtEly-place, Dublin, Sir Alexander 
Schomberg, knt. commander of his Ma- 
jefty’s yacht the Dorfet.

23, At Brighton, Jobp Rordyce, efq. 
of Birehrn-lane,

Mr. John Hewetfon, cornfa<ftor, Cathe- 
pne-coiiBt, Tower-hill.

24. At Cheltenham, Edward Walter, 
efq. coroner for the county of Middle- 
fex.

Adam Elliott, efq, of Dantzig,
Lady Peachey.
2.5 , Sir Clement Brydges Jacob, of 

Bromley, bart. in his 46th year.
The Rev. James Cottingham, D-D. 

vicar-general of the diocele of Kilmore, 
and upwards of fifty years vicar of Ca­
van.

Lately, at Lyme Regis, Dorfetfhire, 
Robert Clarke, elq.

26- In St. Thomas’s-fquare, Hackney, 
Charles Cammeyer, efq. aged 77 years.

Mr. Knight, apothecary*  of Queen’s- 
row, Pimlico.

z§. At Bath, Charles Dormer, Lord 
Dormer, of Wenge, and 3 Baronet., H? 
was horn 1,723.

OBITUARY.
At Trevor Hall, near Llangollen, Tre­

vor Lloyd, efq.
At Montreal, the Hon. William Pitt 

Amherlt, fecond fon of Lord Amherft.
20. Thomas Lambe,efq- of Rye, in his 

85th year.
jq. Charles Gapper, efq. of the King’s 

remembrancer's office.
At Limerick, D- O'Grady, father of 

the attorney-general of Ireland.
In Park-place, James Bourcbier, efq. 

formerly an officer in the 5th regiment of 
foot.

33. Mr, Beckwith, upholfterer, in St. 
Martin’s-lane,

Lately, Joffi.ua Pickerfgill, efq. of 
Chai lotte-ftreet, Fitzroy-fquare,

April i. Mr, John Munns, of 
K''ightffiridge,

2. At Exeter, Dr. Adye, ofthe ifiand 
of St. Chriftopher's, in the Weft Indies,

3. James Hatch, efq. jun. of Claybury 
Hall, Elfex,

Lately, Mr. Howard, m,any years pro­
prietor of Iflington §pa, aged 63.

Lately, at Guernfey, Harry Hitchens, 
efq. aged 33, of M^ddron, near Penzance.

7. George Bengough, efq, of Briftol.
8, George Ruficll, efq. of Longlands, 

Kent, in his 77th year.
At Bath, Lieutenant-General Horneck,
At Burghfiekl,in Berkffiire, Archibald 

Blane, efq. many years a captain in hi& 
Majefty’s fervice.

At Gatefhead, near J^ewcaftl^ Mrs, 
Ann Parkin, aged 104,

9. Lord Vifcount Bury, eldeft fon,of 
the Earl of Albemarle,

In Pai k-ftreet, Grofvenor-fquare, agedj 
88, Mrs. Alicia Macartney, late of Bath.

Lately, in Ireland, Clement Taylor*  
efq. late M. P. for Maidtlone.

io. John Clarke, efq, of Trowbridge, 
reputed worth 100,oo.pl. Since his death  
near 17,000!. in guineas have been found 
in his efcrutoire,

*

Powell Snell, efq, of Guiting Grange*  
Glouqefterlhire, aged 66:.

ix. Mr. Hales, of Dean-ftreet, Souths 
Audley-ftreet.

Anthony Kingfton, efq.. of Wid-.coinbc^ 
(n Vis 68th year.,

*%.. A*

Joffi.ua
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H. At Dupplin Caftle, Perthfhirej the 
&ight Hon. Anriol, Earl of Kinnoul, 
Vilcount Duppiin, Lord Hay of Kin­
fauns, and Baron Hay of Pedwaidine, in 
England.

Of a cancer in his throatj Mr. Charles 
Bennett, upwards of forty years organitt. 
of Truro Church. This Gentleman was 
refpeflably defcended ; but being inchild­
hood deprived of his fight, by the burn­
ing of a wooden gtinj he was put tindef 
the tuition of that celebrated organift, 
Stanley, with whom he continued feven 
years. He was focn alter appointed 
Organift of Truro; and, during the ear­
lier part of his lifbj taught his profeflional 
fcience through a great part of this his 
Native county; His fprightly wit and 
Convivial temper made him a welcome 
vifitor wherever lie went, and often hds 
he “let the table in a roar."’ Although 
blind, he delighted in amufements which 
would appear to give pleafure chiefly to 
the light. He was partial to horticul­
ture ; and fo exquifrte waS his touch, 
that lie could diftinguifh and defcribc all 
bis flowers, and even the difl’erent weeds 
which occafionally mixed with them. Al­
though he had reafon to lament the effects 
of gunpowder, yet he has been known to 
walk above a mile to hear fireworks let 
Oft, perfeflly diftinguifliing between the 
good and the bad. He enjoyed a game at 
whift, and played with fkill and precision, 
having previoufly marked his cards with 
'S. needle fo irigenioully, that the puncltires 
were imperceptible to his adverfarieS; 
Dor was he long in thus preparing the 
Cards for his ufe. He attended the Truro 
theatre, when honoured by the perform­
ance of Mrs. Siddons. ■ He fcarcely ever 
failed to recollect any one whole voice he 
had once heard. He was the author of 
many mufical competitions. Having a 
Ion a Lieutenant in the Navy, who was 
with Captain Sir Edward Peilew and 
Carthew Reynolds, in feverai of their 
engagements, he employed his poetical 
talents in Celebrating their tichieveitier.tsi 
His memory remained unimpaired to the 
laft ; as 'an inftance of which, he tetol- 
Jedfted that a conliderable film of money 
was due from him to a perlon who had 
no fe'curity tor it, oh which account he 
had it paid < ft immediately. He was 
ever punctual in his attendance at church, 
and never allowed a flight illnefs, or any 
other cqnfideration, to interfere with, his 
public duty in that place.

The Rev, Jo.feph Dacre Carlyle, B D. 
vicar of Newcaftle, chancellor of Carlifle, 

and profeffor of Arabic in the univerfity 
of Cambridge.

John Wilkie, efq. of Hetton, North­
umberland ;

Mr; Thomas Smith, of Monkwear 
mouth, Durham; aged 89;

At Clifton, in his ^yth year, Mn 
Robert Weldon, a native of Litchfield, a 
celebrated mechanic and civil engineer.

The Right Hon; Eleanor ViiciHintefs 
Wenman.

14. Mr. Rotheram, of Paik-lhctt*  
GrolVenor-fquare.

Lady Harriet Fitiroy, daughter of 
Duke of Grafton;

16. Mr. Wheatley Lumley, of Spring 
Gardens.

Lately, at Buryj Mrs; Morrall, aged 
44, a woman well known throughout the 
kingdom as an extraordinary ptodufiion 
of nature, having been born without 
arms. She cotaid cut the Imalleft watch­
papers and devices in a molt ingenious 
manner,: with a pair of feiflars, by means 
df her toes.

Lately, at Ruthen,the Rev. W. Parry, 
reftor of Llanfwrogj and vicar of LlLi- 
fair.

Lately, at Stourton Caftle, Stafford­
shire', Edward Carver, efq. lieutenant- 
colonel of the Warwicklhire militia.

O- Mr. George Micheli, (tationer*  
formerly of New Bond-ftreet.

18. Colonel Hodges, ofBoulney Court, 
Oxford/hire.

DEATHS ABROAD;
Jan. 9, 1804.— At Tortola, in the 

Weft Indies, Mr. S. J. Squircj late r£si 
attorney-at law in Plymouth.

At Munich, in Bavaria, Count Httf« 
lang, late ambaffador at the cour t of Loir.J 
don.

At Verdun, in France, aged 37, Her­
bert PakingtoAj efq.

March 7. At Elberfeld, in Germany, 
Sir Francis William Sykes, bait, of a 
fcarlet fever caught by his attendance on 
his Jddy, who died a fhort time betore 
him.

18. At Schwerin Meclenbourg, C >lo, 
nei Durell, deputy commiliarj-genial of 
the Biitilh army.

Feb. 6. Dr. Jofeph ^Jrieftiey, at 
Northumberland, in America. -(See 
p. 263.)

Jan, 24. At Medina, Samuel Ogden. 
Bi~c , eiq. of Faifworih Lodge, . near 
K.>.me•■ei.iert and on the 12th vf the 
lame m nth his daughter, Mils Mary 
Birch,

Printed by I. Gold, late Bunney and Cold, 
Skvt'-/ane, Lona./i,
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