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MRS. ABINGTON,

(with a portrait.)

TN attempting a portrait of this cele- 
I. b rated comic Aftrefs, we lament with 
Cibber, “ That the animated graces of 
the player can live no longer than the 
inftant breath and motion that prefent 
them; or, at leaft, can but faintly glim­
mer through the memory or imperfeft at- 
teftation of a few f'urviving fpeftators.”

In her memoirs, however, we fhall be 
able to hold up to pojieriiy the early and 
rapid ftrides the made in her profeffion ; 
and, from the various and contrafted 
characters fire appeared in with unrivalled 
applaufe, they will at leaft be able to 
conclude with certainty, “ That Mrs. 
Abington was the firft Comic Aftrefs 
of her time.” None, of the prefent day, 
for inftance, can remember Betterton, and 
confequently can know nothing perfonaly 
of the abilities of this once celebrated 
Tragedian ; but who can read this de­
claration of Cibber, “ That he never 
heard a line in tragedy come from Bet­
terton, wherein his judgment, his ear, 
and his imagination, were not fully fa- 
tisfied,” but muft reft perfectly con­
vinced of his tranfcendant abilities.

Mrs. Abington, whofe maiden name 
was Barton, was very early in life intro­
duced to Theophilus Cibber ; who, with 
a few youthful irregulars, ..opened the 
little Theatre in the Haymarket. Her 
firft appearance was in Miranda in The 
Bufy Body, to the Marplot of Cibber, anil 
here fhe gave fuch an early fpecimen of 
her comic powers, that this comedy was 
afted twice to numerous and critical au­
diences, who unanimoufly teftified their 
opinion of her riling excellence. She 

continued at this Theatre the remainder 
of the feafon, where fhe performed feveral 
other characters with unabated applaufe. 
From thence Ihe was engaged by Shuter 
for Mr. Simpfon, Proprietor of the Bath 
Theatre, then under the afting manage­
ment of Mr. King ; and having gone 
through two feafons with increafing pro- 
mife and reputation, Mil’s Barton re­
turned to London, when fhe was inftantly 
engaged to join a feleftion from the two 
winter Theatres, during the fummer 
months, at Richmond.

Here the late Mr. Lacey', one of the 
Patentees of Drury Lane Theatre, *aw  
her perform frequently, and was fo (truck 
with the original vivacity and naivete of 
her talents, that he gave her a cordial 
and friendly invitation to his family, 
who then refided at their beautiful villa 
atlfleworth, on the banks of the Thames. 
Here he likewife introduced her to Gar­
rick and Foote, and one of her earlieft 
performances at Drury Lane Theatre was 
her Lady Pliant to Foote’s Sir Paul, a 
character, interefting and difficult as it 
is, which (lie performed much to the fa- 
tisfaftion of the audience.

So far Fortune affifted the talents of 
this young Aftrefs, by being engaged at 
one of the winter Theatres, and under 
the management of the beft After of his 
time : but “ file did not come with bodi 
hands full Mrs Cibber, Mrs. 1'iitch-, 
ard, and Mrs. Clive, were then in full 
poffeffion of the ftage, and as her line or 
playing in.fome rel’peft clafhedwith thofe 
celebrated performers, it was thought 
neceffary that her youth and inexperience 
fhould yield to maturer and more tried

U 2 abilities. 
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abilities. The genius of Abington * 
could not brook this cold delay ; fhe 
felt her powers ripened by nature, which 
in others could be only gained by time 
and experience, and fhe was determined 
to give them fair play. Accordingly, in 
the middle of a feafon, we find her quit­
ting her engagements at Drury Lane, and 
accompanying her hufband to Dublin, 
where the ftrength of great theatrical 
powers were, exerted in the rivalfhip of 
two contending Theatres.

* Mils Barton about this time was married to Mr. Abington, well known in the mufical 
world.

from

Mrs. Abington being engaged at Smock 
Alley Theatre, She made her debut in 
Mrs. Sullen, in The Stratagem, to the 
Archer of Mr. Brow|n, the then ailing 
Manager ; a performer of very confi- 
derable merit, and in feme parts of co­
medy unrivalled. Her next character 
was Beatrice, which was followed by 
thofe of Corinna, Clarinda, Flora, and 
Violante—.xLady Fanciful, Leantbe, Maria 
in the Nonjuror, fecond Conftantia, Portia, 
Fine Lady in Lethe, &c. &c. and every 
night fire appeared fo added to her repu­
tation, that long before the dole of the 
feafon fhe was confidered as one of the 
firft and moft promifing aclreffes on the 
flage.

What gave an additional eclat to this 
young affrefs’s general merit, was her 
wiUlngnefs to exert herfelf to the utmoft 
for the benefit of a Theatre which had 
to contend with very confiderable forces 
under the management of Meffrs. Barry 
a f Woodward : and towards the dole 
of this feafon an opportunity offered, 
which produced both reputation to her­
felf and much profit to the Managers. 
The farce of High Life, Below Stairs had 
been brought out tome time before in 
London with very great applaufe ; and 
though Ba:ry and Woodward were very 
induilrious in producing the pieces which 
were heft received there, in the multi­
plicity of other bufinefs they overlooked 
this : Wilkinfon, who was at that time 
at Smock, Alley, luckily lei zed upon it; 
he communicated his intentions to Mrs. 
Abington, who not only approved of his 
choice, btit confented to play the part of 
Kitty—the other parts lay within the 
compafs of the Company—and as the 
two Principals had frequently feen the 
farce in London, they were quite perfect 
in all the management of the ftage bu­
finefs.

Under thefe favourable circumftances 
this popular farce was brought out, and 

received with unbounded applaufe. Ths 
theatrical records of that day, giving an 
account of its reception, thus ipeak of 
Mrs. Abington : “ When Mrs. Abing­
ton advanced in Mrs. Kitty, the whole 
circle were in furprife and rapture, each 
congratulating the other on fuch an ac- 
quifition to the Rage. Such a jewel was 
invaluable, and their own taftes and 
judgments, they feared, would be juftly 
called in queftion, if this daughter of 
Thalia was not immediately taken by 
the hand, and diftinguilhed as her certain 
and ftriking merit demanded.”

The audience were as good as their 
word upon this cccafion, as Mrs. Abing­
ton, during her whole flay in Ireland, 
was fo great a favourite with the ladies 
of the firft fafliion and diftinftion there, 
that whenever fire appeared, the houfes 
were numeroufly and brilliantly attended, 
her company fought after by the firft 
families ofdiftinclien, whilft her acknow­
ledged tafte in drefs and manners ren­
dered her the decided arbitrefs of fafliion 
and elegant deportment.

Diftinguilhed merit like this could not 
long efcape the penetrating eye of Gar­
rick ; he accordingly offered her fuch 
terms as fhe could not well refufe, and 
flie returned to Drury Lane Theatre, 
after an abfence of fome years, “ with all 
her blufhing honours thick about her.” 
Her firft appearance was in the character 
of the Widow Belmour, in Mr. Mur­
phy’s excellent comedy of “ The Way 
to Keep Him,” wherein fne not only 
confirmed the report of her former repu­
tation, but drew that applaufe from the 
author (as exprefled in his dedication of 
the iaft edition), which will be a lading 
teft of her intrinfic merit.

And here we cannot but paufe on the 
inward fatisfaftion Mrs. Abington mull 
neceffarily feel on her return to Drury 
Lane Theatre; when fhe had to reflect, 
that by her own fpirited, yet prudent 
conduct, fhe had been the architect of her 
own fame and growing fortune. Had 
fhe, like other young aftreffes, been 
content to vegetate in the foil where fhe 
was firft planted (and which, perhaps, it 
would have been prudent for another 
perlon to have fo adviled her), time and 
chance might have railed her to an eli­
gible fituation ; but true genius, gene­
rally fpeakirig, is its beft advifer—fire 
knew beft what fhe could do, and what 
another might call prejumption, fhe found 
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from her feelings to be the call of nature; 
(he had fpiritas well as judgment to obey 
that call, and her grateful mijlref, ever 
true to her votaries, did not negleft: to 
cultivate the fentiments (he infpired.

It would be going into a detail, which 
the limits of this work will not admit, 
to comment upon the feveral charafters 
which Mrs. Abington performed at this 
Theatre : her principal ones were Milli- 
inont in The Way of the World, Mrs. 
Sullen in The Stratagem, Clarinda in 
The Sufpicious Hufband, the original 
Lady Alton in Colman’s Englifh Mer­
chant, and Charlotce in The Hypocrite 
—-Beatrice in Much Ado about Nothing, . 
the.-lecond Conftantia, played before their 
Majefties, in the revived Comedy of 
The Chances, Mil's Prue in Love for 
Love, Eftifania in Rule a Wife and Have 
a Wife, Biddy Tipkin in The Tender 
Hufband, Mils Hoyden, &c. &c.

In all thofe parts, and many more of 
equal confequence, (he was received as 
one of the moft favoured aftreffes that 
ever ftood before the eye of the public, 
and on every night (he appeared was fure 
to draw together Number, Fajhion, and 
Criticifm 5 but what peculiarly diftin- 
guifhed the merit of this accomplifhed 
aftrefs, was the uncommon verfatility of 
her talents, which could exhibit Inch 
oppofite parts as Millimont and Mifs 
Prue, and give to each Inch a drift and 
natural conformation of charafter as to 
be uncalled in both.

The late General Burgoyne was fo 
highly delighted with this very extraor­
dinary talent, that in his Maid of the 
Oaks (a Comedy which he wrote in com­
pliment to Lord Derby’s firft marriage), 
he drew the charafter of Lady Bab Lar- 
doon exprefsly for Mrs. Abington ; and 
here was a left of abilities which none 
but herlelf perhaps would undertake, as 
there cannot be conceived two fituaticns 
in life fo extremely oppofite in ftyle, 
manners, habit, and demeanour, as Lady 
Bab in her real and affumed charafter : 
but all thel’e difficulties vanifhed in her 
hands ; (he enriched it with all the va­
rieties of talte and nature, and rendered 
it fo capital a piece of ftage deception, 
that the audience, who faw the tranfitions, 
could (carcely believe the evidence of 
their own fenfes.

As (bon as Mr. Garrick quitted the 
ftage, Mrs. Abington had feme notions 
of retiring likewife; but at the earned 
felicitation of Mr. Sheridan, why wanted 
fuch a prep to his infant management, 
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and particularly to his intended Comedy 
of The School for Scandal, (he was pre­
vailed on to remain1. Her firft charafter 
was Charlotte in dlhe Hypocrite, which, 
with her powerful fupport of Lady 
Pea-c.le, foon proved'the young Manager’s 
difeernment in retaining fuch an aftrefs 
at any price. In (hort, her fuccefs was 
equal to his moft (anguine expectations, 
and the author has frequently acknow­
ledged it in the haadlomeft and moft 
liberal terms.

She continued here for a few years, 
performing in all the firft lines of genteel 
comedy, and now and then giving the 
luxurious treats of Mifs Prue, Hoyden, &c. 
equally to the delight of the general part 
of her audience, as to the entertainment 
of the belt judges of dramatic exhibition.

On feme dilagreement, however, with 
Mr. Sheridan, (he left Drury Lane 5 and 
Mi. Harris, whole aftivity and forefight 
in ftrengthening his company can only be 
equalled by his liberality in rewarding 
extraordinary merit, immediately made 
offers to our heroine, which induced her 
to clofe with him, and file appeared at 
Covent Garden Theatre in November 
1782, introduced by a prologue, written 
for the purpofe.

The fame fuccefs followed here as at 
Drury Lane, and (he went round the 
whole range of her various and contraftecl 
charafters with equal applaufe.

Whiift in this career (lie exprefled a 
wi(h to appear in the charafter of the 
Scornful Lady, in the play of that name ; 
a part in which Mrs. Oldfield had been 
much celebrated, and which fire is laid 
to have performed with, applaufe to the 
laft. This Comedy therefore was altered 
and brought out under the title of The 
Capricious Lady, in which Mrs. Abing­
ton undertook the principal part; and 
though (he had to epntraft the cold, re­
fined manners of the prude of the laft 
century with the gay familiar habits of 
the prefent times, (he (hewed that deep 
acumen in hpr profeffion, with the pow­
ers of exhibition fo forcibly, that (he 
rendered The Capricious Lady highly 
acceptable to the audience ; who viewed 
it like one of the piftures of Vandyke, 
where beauty continues to be ever beau­
tiful, however varied by the draperies of 
different ages.

Her reputation was fo confirmed at 
Covent Garden Theatre, filling.the boxes 
every night (lie performed with, every 
perfon who was of rank and fafhion—- 
induced the Manager to offer her, we 

have 
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have heat'd, no lefs than a tbnfand gui­
neas ger annum, provided file would en­
gage with him for three years; but the 
fatigue of performing fb many nights, 
and in that fucceflion which Inch an en­
gagement would neceffarily produce, fhe 
declined the proffer, and articled with 
Mr. Daly, the Manager of the Dublin 
Theatre, for twelve nights, for the fum 
of five hundred guineas. She therefore 
let cut for Ireland in the fprmg of that 
year, where, after fulfilling her engage­
ments there with reputation to herfelf
and profit to her Manager, fhe fpent the 
remainder of the year in that hoipitable 
kingdom, paying visits to the feveral • Mrs. pope (who, as an affrefs or a nvo- 

-------  A__ A man, muff be ever mentioned with re-families of diflinblion about the metro­
polis who had early patronized her, and 
bow continued their friendfhips and ci­
vilities with unabating foiicitude.

On her return from Ireland, a few 
years ago, it was apprehended that file 
would no more return to the ftage ; and 
we believe it was, for forne time her fixed 
determination. She had many allure­
ments. to this choice; a firft rate and 
long eftabliflied reputation in her pro- 
icfiion.4 a genteel independency; and 
with thefe, a circle of the mbit refpe6table 
characters in literary and pcliihed life, 
conftantiy (eliciting her fociety. In fliort, 
all the charms of the dtium cum digratale 
prefented themfelves, ■when accident, 
winch perhaps determines us more in the 
affairs of life than.rules drawn from re­
flection, decided otherwise.

The late Glorious Naval Victory, ob­
tained by the Earl of St. Vincent over the 
Spanifh Fleet, at the fame time that it 
revived the well known ardour of the 
Britifii nation, drew forth its utmoft li­
berality : the widows and orphans of 
thofe men who fo bravely and nobly fell 
in the defence of their country, that 
country felt for, honoured, and rewarded. 
Subleriptions were immediately opened 
for their relief, when all ranks of fociety 
prefled forward as their benefactors. 
Amongft the red, the Manager of Covent 
Garden, with his ufual liberality, gave a 
free night, and the firfl: performers of 
both Theatres as liberally offered their 
fer vices.

In a conteft of generous feeling, it was 
far, very far from the character of 
Abington to be an idle fpe&ator. 
Though fhe had feemingly quitted the 
field of glory, and her Impended banners 
triumphantly proclaimed her former fer- 
vices, (he could not refill the alluring bait 
of making her talents ferviceable to the 
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caufe of humanity. She wrote to his 
Grace the Duke of Leeds, as one of tl 
trustees for managing the charity, offerin 
to fpeak an Epilogue on the occasion, or 
to come forward in any other Shape where 
flie could be of molt advantage. The 
former was politely and readily accepted, 
and fhe fpoke the Epilogue amidlt the 
unbounded applaufe of a moll numerous 
and brilliant audience.

This circumftance of courfe occasioned 
an interview with the Manager, who 
took this opportunitv to prefs her return 
to the ftage. Other incidents ftrengthened 
this felicitation: the death of the late 

fpeit), with the retirement of Mi's Wal­
lis, &,c. created a chafm in. the arrange- 
Hients of the Theatre, which none but 
extraordinary talents could fill up : the 
Manager law his remedy im Mrs. Abing­
ton j and Mrs. Abington might have 
leen from this and other circumftances, 
that fne might accommodate herfelf more 
in the line of her buiinefs now than here­
tofore. Whatever were her motives, 
after forne hefitation, fhe accepted the 
Manager’s offer, and loon after the 
opening of the Theatre, fhe made her 
appearance in Beatrice, introduced by a 
prologue, written by Mr. Colman for 
that purpofe, and fpoken by Murray.

Her reception from the, public was 
filch as did honour to both parties: file 
was welcomed with fhouts of unbounded 
applaufe, which fhe evidently felt with 
refpeit and gratitude. Thole who had 
never feen her before (for fuch is the 
flufiluating ftate of human nature, that a 
few years make a considerable change in 
the formation of audience) were fur- 
prifed^t the appearance of an aftrefs, 
whom the little pens of malice had been 
previoufly endeavouring to fink into age 
and neceffary retirement, in the full pof- 
feflion of perfon, health, and talents ; 
whiift thole of her former dramatic ad­
mirers hailed her like the morn “ after a 
winter's return of light.” They law 
their favourite comic afitrefs again re- 
ftored to them in the full meridian of 
abilities, with Shakfpeare, Congreve, 
Vanburgh, Wycherly, and “ all the 
unifies in her train.”

Of the profeffional merits of Mrs. 
Abington, though much has been already 
faid, a brief review of them neceffarily 
demands a place in thefe Memoirs :

Early directed to the ftage by the beft 
of ail pofiible advifers, congenial talents, 

nature 
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nature did not leave her work imperfedl; 
but gave her “ fuch a face and form 
combined,” as beft fuited her profeffion 
in all its varieties : her voice poflefl’es the 
fame variations ; hence the has been able 
to excel in thofe controlled characters of 
Comedy, fuch as Mdlimont and Mifs 
Prue, Lady ‘Tovvnly and Hoyden, Beatrice 
and Lucy in The Virgin Unmafked,- Lady 
Bab Lardoon, &c. esc. which no aCtrefs 
but herfelf (at lead in our days) have 
been able to atchieve.

When we fpeak cf thefe characters, fo 
much in contrail with the higher lines 
cf Comedy, let us hope that they will not 
remain as mere records of her former 
talents, but that die will once more fhew 
Us (if it was only by way of legacy) 
“ what we may never look upon the like 
again.” Let it not be pleaded, that her 
time of life and en bon point fhould re- 
drain her from now performing the par'is 
of romps and girls ; thefe are only im­
pediments in the way of moderate abi­
lities, which without the aid of perfonal 
r epref ent ation cannot Hand alone ; but 
talents of fuch luperior luftre (par'dcu- 

larly as her features can Alli exhibit all 
that vivacity and archnels, and her voice 
found the notes of juvenility, which at­
tach to thofe characters) want not thole 
inferior appendages. Thole who re­
member Mrs, Pritchard in Eftifania, and 
Mrs. Clive in Phillis, will readily cor­
roborate this opinion -• with perlons ful­
ler than Mrs. Abington, and at a more 
advanced date of life, the audiences law 
nothing in thofe celebrated performers 
but the genius of tbeir aHing and per­
fectly fatisfied with this, they exclaimed 
with the poet ;
<c Before fuch merit all objections Uy,
<s Pritchaid’s genteel, and Garrick’s fix feet 

high.”

To thefe very diftinguiflred public 
talents, with thofe of much reading, good 
fenle, and agreeable converfation, let the 
praile of private life be added in all its 
leveral duties ; which hds long endeared 
her'to her friends, and procured her the 
efteem and protection of the molt ic« 
fpedlabie ranks in fociet'y.

MR. WILKES’s COTTAGE 
IN Till 

ISLE OF IfHGHT.

(with a view.]

THIS Villa, or Villaken (as Mr.
Wilkes ufed to term it), is fituated 

near the Fort of Sandown 5 and, though 
not large, has every requisite. to make it 
a defirable abode. The hotife is rather 
low ; it is however extenfive, having had 
many improvements made to it by its 
late proprietor, whofe judgment and tafte 
in all the elegancies of life are well 
known. It hands on an eminence, and 
commands the whole profpecl of San­
down Bay. When Mr. Wilkes pur- 
chafed it, it was merely a cottage, in the 
garden of which he erected feme rooms, 
detached from the houfe and each other, 
the competition of which was merely cf 
the floor-cloth manufactory of Knightf- 
bridge. Two of thefe rooms are large, 
well proportioned, and fitted up in an 
expenfive and elegant ftyle ; the other 
building contains two bed-chambers. 
The intermediate fpace between them is 

in one place a little polilhed orchard ; 
and in another, a clofe grove of fhort 
ftunted trees, that refemble, both in their 
frie vand number, a paftoral feene on the 
ftage of a playhoufe.

The ai’pedl of one of the great rooms 
opens to the Ocean, and takes in the 
whole of Sandown Bay ; a grand and 
noble objeft ! formed by the chalky cliffs 
of Culver on the Eaft ; and on the Weft 
by craggy rocks of the mountainous 
point of Dunnofe, fix miles diftant from 
each other.

The other building fronts to the North, 
and opens to the (hade of the dwarf apple 
trees of the orchard.

The houfe in which the family re- 
fided is fmall, and at a little defiance 
from thefe whimfical though not un- 
pleafing ereftions, which are , in reality 
the 1’ummer howfes of the garden. We 
ought alfo to notice a grand covered 

bench, 
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bench, formed within the bank, and which 
opens from the bottom of the Hope, upon 
a level with the bay and the ocean.

At the end of one of the buildings is 
the following inscription :

TO FILIAL PIETY 
AND 

MARY WILKES*;  
ERECTED BY 

JOHN WILKES, 
1789.

The following infcription is in the 
Tufcan room :

FORTUNAE REDUCI 
ET 

CIVITATI LONDINENSIS, 
P.

JOHANNES WILKES QUAESTOR, 
1789.

And on a doric pillar in the grove 
is the infcription to the memory of 
Churchill, printed p. 163.

M.

* To this lady, his daughter, Mr. Wilkes 
ever ihewed the moft affectionate attach­
ment, which was returned with equal 
warmth. Our readers will not be difpleafed 
with the two following Poems, formerly 
written by Mr. Wilkes, as there are but few 
specimens of his poetical talents remaining:

TO MISS WILKES,
• N HER BIRTH DAV, AUG. 1$, I767. 

WROTE IN FRANCE.

AGAIN I tune the vocal lay 
On dear Maria’s natal day : 
This happy day I’ll not deplore 
My exile from my native fhore : 
No tear of mine to-day fhail flow 
For injur’d England’s cruel woe ; 
For impious wounds to Freedom given, 
The firft moft facred gift from Heaven. 
The mufe with joy fhail prune her wing, 
Maria’s ripen’d graces fing, 
And at feventeen, with truth fhail own 
The bud of beauty’s fairly blown : 
Softnefs and fweeteft innocence 
Here fhed their gentle influence ; 
Fair Modefly comes in their train 
To grace her filter Virtue’s reign ; 
Then to give fpirit, tafle, andeafe, 
The fov’reign art, the art to pleafe, 
Good-humour’d wit and fancy gay, 
To-morrow chearful as to-day, 
The funfhihe of a mind ferene, 
Where all is peace within, are feen ;
What can the grateful mufe afk more ? 
The Gods have lavifh d all their ftore j

Maria fhines their darling care, 
Still keep her, Heaven, from every fnare I 
May /till unfpotted be her fame, 
May file remain through life the fame, 
Unchang’d in all, except in name.

TO THE SAME, 
ON HER BIRTH-DAY, AUG. l6, 1768.

WROTE IN PRISON.

HOW fhail the mufe in prifon fing ? 
How prune her drooping ruffled wing ? 
Maria is the potent fpell 
Ev’n in thefe walls all grief to quell, 
To chear the heart, rapture infpire, 
And wake to notes of joy the lyre ; 
The tribute verfe again to pay, 
On this aufpicious feftive day.
When doom’d to quit the patriot band, 
And exil’d from my native land, 
Maria was my fare relief, 
Her prefence bamlh'd every grief; 
Pleafure came fmiling in her train, 
And chas’d the family of pain. 
Let lovers every charm admire, 
The eafy fhape, the heavenly fire 
That from thofe model! beaming eyes 
The captive heart at once furprife : 
A father’s is another part, 
I praife the virtues of the heart ;
And wit fo elegant and free, 
Attemper’d fweet with modefty. 
Yet may kind Heaven a lover fend, 
Of fenfe, of honour, and a friend ; 
Thofe virtues always to protect, 
Thofe beauties, never to negleft.

THOUGHTS
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THOUGHTS ON THE PROVINCIAL COPPER COIN.

BY JOSEPH

i^'T'MIE Copper Coin of our Provinces 
1 has, in The European Magazine 

and in fome other publications, been a 
frequent fubjeCt of obfervation, and as 
generally the fubjeCt of praife ; but 
having the misfortune to differ in opinion 
from thole writers, who have apparently 
taken much pains to confider, and dill 
more to commend, the fubjeCts, devices, 
and execution of that infinite variety of 
medals, which feem to me to be in other 
refpeCts, befides their weight and number, 
a bur then to the country, I (hall in the 
firft inRance Rightly advert to the only 
two good realbns which I have ever heard 
for allowing them to pafs current even 
in a final] diftriCt; and fecondly, confider 
whether thole realbns are as i’olid as the 
dies in which thefe hiftorical and ftien- 
tific fymbols are (truck ? and whether, 
if they are, the advantage which the en­
lightened part of the nation derive from 
thefe copper record^ of the names, per­
lons, and d wellings of miners, mechanics, 
and tradefmen, be not more than coun­
terbalanced by the lots and inconve­
nience which the lower orders of the 
people fuftain from this immenfe influx 
of bafe metal coin, while the emolument 
that accrues from it renders it an advan­
tageous branch of traffic to thole con- 
cerned in its circulation ?

The firft reafon which I have heard 
urged in favour of thefe fymbols is, that 
they will be handed down to future ages 
as fpecimens of the ingenuity of the 
prefent : that they will be collected by 
connoiffeurs as yet unborn; and, de­
posited in cafes of glafs and velvet, be 
ihewn to pofterity as elaborate veftiges 
which will ferve to mark by what gra­
dations the Arts have arrived to that 
i'ublime acme, at which we behold them 
in this country. Their; particular ad­
vantage to pofterity has been alfo ftated, 
inafmuch as they will ferve as permanent 
records of important events'; and remain 
long after our diurnal productions, an­
nual regifters, and folios in which are 
entombed the tranfaftions of centuries 
and of focieties, ihall, as well as the

MOSER, ESCrt

aClors Upon the biify fcene, have mo*  
dered into congenial duft.

* Foot’s Nabob.
The Imperial Copper, it is certain, are by far the moft interefting.

j It will he obferved, that the Confular Silver Medals are in general better executed than 
the Copper. f ”■

Von. XXXIII. March 1798. X the

If, while pondering upon lb grave a 
fubjeCt, I might be permitted to indulge 
a ludicrous fuggeftion, I fhould obferve 
that the latter of thefe obfervations brings 
ftrongly to my mind the idea of the Un­
dent who prefented to the Antiquarian 
Society all the tickets of IJlington Turn­
pike, with the laudable view of illuftrating 
that part of the Engliflr hiftory *.

But to recur to my (peculation, and 
examine this iubj'eCt with the gravity 
which it deferves. Thefe fymbols have 
by their admirers been in fome inftances 
compared to thofe of the Grecian Cities ; 
but much more frequently, for what 
reafon I am at a lofs even to guefs, to 
the copper and brafs Coin and Medals 
of the Romans. Their execution has 
been ftated as far fuperior to the latter, 
even in the moft flourifhing ages of the 
Republic or Empire j- ; and they have, 
like thofe, been quoted as criterions of 
the genius and tafte of the nation, and 
as examples of the elevated Rate of the 
Arts.

It is the property of general affertions 
to fhrink from a critical difquifition. In 
the long feries of Roman copper Medals, 
which hath defcended to us, is to be 
traced, it is true, the progrefs of defign 
and fculpture, emerging from its rudeft 
efforts under the firft Emperors, until 
conqueft opening a free communication 
with Greece, the artifts were enabled, by 
a dole imitation’of thofe fublime effu- 
fions of genius with which that country 
abounded, almoft to reach the perfection 
which thofe exhibited. This inquiry 
may be accurately purfued in the feries 
of Roman Silver and Copper J ; and the 
rife and decline of the Arts will be found 
to be exaClly the antitype of the rife 
and decline of the Empire : we may ob­
ferve them emerge, as it were, from Chaos, 
attain their zenith of perfection, and, 
feared by the turbulence of the times, 
relapfe again into their primitive rude- 
nels and barbarity.

A Medall’ic Collection, comprehending 
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the Coin of many Nations, of which 
thofe pieces are perhaps the only veftiges, 
may be confidered not only as fcales of 
their tafte and genius, bat as*  an uni. 
Verfal hiltdry, in which remarkable events 
are, in indelible charafters*,  imprefled 
upon fubftances the molt permanent j. and 
arranged in feries, which may be com­
pared, the copper and brafs especially, to 
volumes, which are not liable to thofe 
accidents of time and chance that have 
fwept away thoufands of tombs whofe 
materials were more frail-and more fub- 
jeft to decay, fueh as bark, wood, wax, 
vellum, and other fubftances, upon which, 
as we may learn from thofe few that 
remain, the wifdom of philofophers, tha 
virtues of legiflators*,  the exploits of he­
roes, the fublime effufions of poetic ge­
nius*,  and the hiftory of nations-, were 
formerly infetibed.

* Paulus the Civilian defines money a thing ftamped with a public coin, and deriving its 
value from its impreffion rather than its fubfiancel Monfieur Boizard defines money a 
piece of matter, to whichfuhlic authority has affixed a certain weight and value to ferve as 
a medium of commerce.

geld.

Coin and Medals having this fuperior 
property of durability, have become the 
guides of the learned. Their fymbols 
-and infcriptions have been confidered as 
clues, which have enabled laborious-and 
fcientific men to thread the mazes of thofe 
labyrinths of tradition and*  mythology, 
in which, in many inftances, truth hath 
been imprifoned. They may alfo be 
confidered as being in themfelves the 
regifters of fyftems, events, and tranfac- 
tions, of which the remembrance had been 
buried with them, and was revived at 
their refufeitation ; and the criterion by 
which, upon comparing them with the 
fragments of ancient, marbles, and of 
ancient writers, we are able to form a 
more accurate judgment of the certainty 
of aeras, and the concatenation of caufes*  
with effefts; and from thofe permanent 
records*  deduce and difcriminate the 
aftions, the principles, the events, and 
even the paffions, of thofe perlons and 
periods, which are by them commemo­
rated.

Having thus generally ftated my opi­
nion of the ufe which has been, and 
may be made of thefe hiftorical and chro­
nological fymbols, I muft remark that all 
my obfervations are founded upon a fyf- 
tem, which is applicable to,, and com­
prehends thofe which may be deemed 
■public Coin and Medals, by which I mean 
thofe pieces that upon any great cccafion 
were (truck by their parent ftates, or 

which were the current coin of the dif­
ferent nations of antiquity.

Provincial and, perhaps, what may bs 
deemed domeftic Medals, were not un­
known either to the Greeks or Romans. 
There were few, if any, of the cities 
throughout the extenfive dominions of 
thofe once Celebrated nations, but what 
had their fymbol upon their money; at 
the fame time it muft be obferved, that- 
that coinage, and thofe fymbols, in­
fcriptions, &c„*  were fanftioned by Go­
vernment * : nor does it appear that any 
other private Medals-have come down to­
ns*  than thofe termed Contorniati,. fome of 
which, although bearing the names and 
images of illuftrious Greeks and Romans 
on the obverfe, fuch as Homer, Pytha­
goras, Socrates, Salluft, Horace, are 
judged by Medali-fts to be only tickets 
for teats*  at the theatres-, and other public 
exhibitions ; an opinion which is ftrength- 
ened by turning to their reveries, which- 
prefent athletas, aftors-, mufical trophies, 
or fome infcription alluding to the amufe- 
ment to which they were the intro- 
duftion. We do not find, among the 
number of thofe veftiges*  of art and an­
tiquity of which we ate the poffeflbrs, any 
that can with propriety be confidered a# 

Jhop-bills, or tradesman's tokens.
The Greeks and Romans were nations*  

that had too juft notions- of the incon­
venience that might arife to particular 
daffies of individuals, and to the public 
in general, to fuffer any of the members 
of the cities, provinces, and ftates, with­
in the fcope of their dominion, to afi'ume 
a right, which, for the wifeft and beft of 
purpofes, had been always confidered as 
inherent to the executive part of theis? 
Government,

It may here be objefted, that this (late- 
ment is not ftriftly correft j beeaufe, ire 
the infancy of both thofe nations, it was*  
their cuftom to ufe pieces of undamped 
metal of various fizes, and confequently 
weight, in their traffic for commodities 
which pieces were the only monies, till 
the convenience of this circulating me­
dium pointed out the neeeffity of an ac­
curate adjuftment of its value, and taught 
thofe who were concerned in commerce, 
by the means of fcales and weights-, 
which they carried for that purpole, 
nearly to determine the proportion of 
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■gold, fflkrer, or copper, that was to be 
•given for an ox, a horfe, a meafure of 
corn, of oil, &c. *

* Thus we -find in Homer, that the golden armour of Glaucus was valued at an hundred 
oxen ; that of Diomede, at ten.

f Whence money is laid to have derived its Latin name, peeuma.—Pliny.
J In Mp. Halhed’s Tranflation of the Gentoo Laws, a work in which elegance of ftile is 

united with ektenfive information, we find, that for fineable offences the penalty is a certain 
number of funs of cowries, from 2000 down to 50, which are well known to be a fmall white 
ffiell, which the inhabitants of the Maldivia Iflands-obtain by fifhing.

§ It appears, by the accounts of late Travellers, that thefe fmall fhells have a confiderabls 
Circulation through the interior of the vaft continent of Africa.

|| In the year 1778, when the moft ancient part of that venerable pile, Somerfet Houfe, 
was demolilhed, a very large quantity of thefe jetoons or counters was found. Some of the 
moft ancient had arms or fymbols, fuppofed to be monaftical, upon them. A great number 
was alfo found in digging the foundations of the grand terrace fronting the Thames. The 
late Dr. Hunter, Sir William Chambers, Mr. Moder, and Sir Jofliua Reynolds, had feveral of 
the moft curious.

Some that were found were obvioufly for this ufe.
X a to

This is true, but how long this mode 
of exchange continued is neither very 
certain, nor very material to .the prefent 
queftion, as thefe pieces'were plain ; per­
haps, as the ftate of fociety improved, 
the difficulties which attended its exten- 
fion, and the frauds that were frequently 
praflifed, might render it abfolutely ne- 
■cefiary for Government to fanflion by its 
authority an inftrument of commerce, 
from which fuch xonfiderable advantage 
■was to be derived,: lienee arofe the firft 
ftamps or impreffions -upon money, as, 
•for inftance, a tor life, which is believed 
to be the moft ancient, an ox, a cow, a 
■ram, or fome dther domeftic animal, which 
was the fymbol denoting the produce of 
the ftate f, to which the Coin belonged. 
To thefe were next added the names of 
•the moneyers, and at length the effigies 
of the Prince, with the date, legend, &c. 

■which were probably introduced at firft 
to imprefs .upon the Coin a fuperior im­
portance, and to prevent counterfeits 
therefore the firft method of trafficking 
to which I have alluded, by exchanging 
commodities for unftamped pieces of 
metal, cannot be .confidered as iffuing 
•thole pieces as Coin, from private per­
lons ; for there is not a fingle veftige in 
any author upon the fubjefl of money, 
that I have been able to trace, which de­
notes that the firft pieces in thofe rude 
ages, as they paffed from the hands of 
one dealer into thofe of another, had any 
ilamp or mark, upon them j but were 
only confidered as that -kind of medium 
for which the fhells called cowries, cur- 
xent in Hindoftan J and on the coaft of 
Africa §, and the fruit in Mexico, form 
perhaps as convenient a fubftitute. * * * §

It would be extending this fpeculation 
far, very far beyond the limits which a 
periodical publication prefcribes, in or­
der to introduce that variety which is fo 
agreeable, and indeed fo ufeful to its 
readers, were I to purfue the fubjefl 
from thofe points upon which I have 
founded it, through the various coun­
tries, ancient and modern, whofe med al ic 
hiftory forms a part of erudition, at once 
fo entertaining and fo interefting. I ffiall 
therefore confine myfelf merely to thofe 
obfervations which coincide with the de- 
fign of this trafl, and repeat that the 
■coinage of every country has ever been, 
under the fanflion and infpeflion of Go­
vernment 5 and that the circulation of 
money fabricated by private perlons, 
though perhaps in a few inftances to­
lerated, has not only been generally con­
fidered as inimical to the true intereft of 
the State, but has, in moft cafes, fub- 
jefled the offenders to punilhment.

Of the contorniati I have already 
fpoken, as perhaps the only fpecies of 
ancient private medals that are to be 
found, as the jetoons or counters ,|| are of 
the femi-modern^ '

Thefe pieces, although they are fome- 
times miftaken for Coin, it is well known, 
were, in ages when the fcience of arith­
metic was little underttood, intended, 
merely for calculation. They are marked 
with the names of companies, of abbies, 
and of other focieties and places, whofe 
revenues were complex and of difficult 
adjuftment; but were never in circulation 
as money, except in more modern times 
around the card table ; or, until they 
became objefls of curiofity, had any 
value, beyond that of the weight of their 
metal, affixed to them.

Having ventured thefe few prefatory 
obfervations, which I deemed necefl'ary 



jS6 THE EUROPEAN MAGAZINE,

to elucidate thofe which I fhall make 
upon the iubject in the fubfequent lines, 
I come now to the Copper Coinage of 
this country; which, in comparifon with 
thofe of Gold and Silver, is a modern 
production : for although in Greece it 
had as ancient 'a date as the latter, and 
among the Romans, by two centuries 
preceded it, Ccpper, as the authorized 
money of England, was almoft totally 
unknown until the year 1672.

It has by Hiftorians and Medajifts been 
obferved, that Queen Elizabeth had. an 
unconquerable averlion to a Copper Coin­
age : how fuch an unaccountable pro- 
penfity became rooted in the mind of fo 
■wife and politic a Princefs, they do not 
feem to have taken much pains to in­
quire ; which they ought especially to 
have done, as from the mcreafed value of 
the metal, theJibver halfpenny muft have 
appeared like the half-crowns of Gulliver 
to the inhabitants of Brobdingnag: how­
ever, notwithlianding its diminution and 
consequent inconvenience, it continued, 
from neceffity, in circulation ; and the 
idea of a Copper Coinage, which in the 
cdurfe of her reign was feveral times 
propofed, was, though lometimes fup- 

ported by Adminiftratiofl, always nega­
tived by the Queejn.

The Royal Farthing tokens of James, 
which were iffued, in. May 1613, it does, 
not appear were generally circulated ; 
although from the harp upon the reverie 
it has been thought that they were in­
tended to be diffufed, not only over this 
kingdom but Ireland, where, though 
there had been a Copper Coinage above 
200 years antecedent to this period, an 
univerfal fcarcity of this kind of money * 
prevailed.

* It muft be remarked, that from a period as diftant as the clofe of the fourteenth cen­
tury, particular perfons in the kingdom of Ireland had licence to coin copper pence and 
halfpence, which were current within certain towns and diftridfs, according to the credit of 
the original utterers. Thefe, owing to the finifter practices of avaricious men, at length fell 
into difrepute ; but of them there are many ipecimens ftill to be feen.

f Life of Bifhop Warburton, p. 94.
King

Thele copper tokens were never con- 
fidered by the people as the current coin 
of the country, notwithlianding they 
were the production of the Royal mint. 
Thofe that received them held them in 
the fame eftimation as they now do pro­
vincial halfpence, as pledges for which 
Government, like modern companies and. 
tradefmen, had promifed to give them 
other coin, if required.

It is fuppofed that they continued in 
currency until the year 164.8, when that, 
unfortunate and disgraceful event to this 
country, the murder of । its Monarch, 
hopped their circulation.

[ Th be continued. ]

ON POPE’S HOMER.

(Continuedfrom Page 12.)

MY DEAR P.
HAT then is fade ? The oftener 

VV I confider the fubject, and the 
more I read and hear of the opinions, 
which different perfons, apparently of 
equal abilities to judge, entertain and 
without fcfuple declare of the fame 
works ; the mere do I find myfelf tempted 
to repeat the queftion.

In the account of the Life, Writings, 
and Character of a late celebrated Pre­
late, the R. R. Biographer notices a little 
piece of the Biflwp’s in the following 
terms :

“ The edition cf D. L. 1765, befides 
many other improvements, with which 
ft was enriched, is further dillinguifhed 
by a remarkable difeourfe, printed at the 

clofe of the laft volume, and entitled, An 
Appendix concerning the Book of Job : 
In this fhort piece, which is e.xqwfitr.ly 
written, he repells an attack, made upon 
him by Dr. Loyvth. The difpute was 
managed on both fides with too much 
heat’; but on the part of the Bifhop, 
with that fuperiofity of 'uj'it and argu­
ment, which, to fay the truth, in all bis 
controverfial writings he could not help f.”

The fupetipr wit, fo confpicuous in 
this remarkable difeourfe, was confidered, 
you will recollect, by a late refpecled 
friend of ours, with whole converlation 
we were fo often at. once inftruEted and 
delighted, as little better than mere 
buffoonery. The piealant condeit of 
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King Sbinkin, and other trafn, as be called 
it, of the fame.fort, very liberally fprinkled 
over various parts of this witty perform­
ance, he reprobated, not only with con­
tempt and fcorn, but even with abhor­
rence and indignation ; as being grofsly 
indecent on fuch an occafion, and un­
pardonable from one fcholar to another. 
The R.R. Biographer feems indeed to 
make fomq fort of apology For his re­
vered friend by a confeflion, which es­
capes him in this place ; though he 
meant it, I am inclined to believe, agree­
ably to his ufual ftrain of panegyric, 
rather as a compliment. This great man, 
of unrivalled excellence, had, it feems, 
.Inch an unhappy propenfity to coarfe and 
vulgar ribaldry, that in all his contro- 
verlial writings he fell into it involun­
tarily and unawares, however dignified 
the character of the perlon whom he 
chofe to attack ; or ferious and even fa- 
cred the fubject, which drew forth his 
pen.

Thefe involuntary effufions the R. R, 
Biographer extolls, as fo many fti'okes of 
fuperior wit: our refpefted friend called 
them trafli and buffoonery. Our re- 
fpeRed friend, you will well remember, 
to uncommon erudition added alfo an ex- 
quilite tafte, with a quick and lively feel­
ing of every thing either excellent or of- 
fcnfive. You, who knew the man, will 
know how to appreciate his opinion, 
Nor does he ftand alone on this ground. 
“ Dr. Lowth, in a pointed and polijbed 
epijlje, defended himfelf, and attacked 
the Bifhop : and his victory” over the 
magnified fuperiority oi wit and argu­
ment “ was eftabliflied,” fays a late ce­
lebrated hiftcrian, no mean judge, “ by 
the blent confufion of Warburton and 
bis flames *. ” How are we to account 
for this. contrariety of opinion in two 
fuch men as Dr. Hurd and Mr. Gibbon ? 
not only as to the refpeStive merits of 
the REMARKABLE DISCOURSE, 
and the POINTED AND POLISHED 
fcPISTLE ; but as to the fuccefs allo 
with which they were feverally attended.

Nor do our difficulties end here. The 
R. R. Biographer, in his account, f &c. 
repeats with great folemnity what the 
learned commentator on Horace had be­
fore taken occafion to advance J : that 
Dr. Warburton’s edition of Pope’s works limity, and frill lefs of his meaning.

* Lord Sheffield’s Life of Mr. Gibbon, Vol. i. p, 38.
•f Life of Warburton, p. 69.
J Introduction to Comment on Ep. to the Pifa’s, p. 15,
§ Warton’s Ed. of Pope’s Preface.
I] Fitzoiborne, 1. 51,

Even

was “ tbe. befi edition that was ever given 
of any Clafick."—“ The reafon,” fays 
the laft refpeftable Editor, “ of my un­
dertaking it (an edition of Pope’s works) 
was the univerfal complaint that Dr, 
Warburton had disfigured and difgraced 
his edition by many forced and far­
fetched interpretations, totally unfup- 
ported by the paffages which they were 
brought to elucidate. If this,” he adds, 
“ were my fingle opinion, nothing could 
have induced me to have delivered it with 
fo much freedom Dr. Warton, from 
his education, his early and long-continued 
habits, the caft of his mind, and the cpurfe 
of his ftudies, will be thought in general 
well qualified to judge of a work of this? 
fort.

What then is tafte ? To bring the 
matter nearer home, I would with you to 
confider all I have written above as a , 
preparatory apology for trie liberty I am 
about to take, in a critique on another 
paffage in Pope’s Translation $ where I 
find myfelf unfortunately again at va­
riance with the elegant Fitzoiborne, his 
abieft advocate ; from whom I never can 
diffent without pain.

After having prefented his literary 
friend with the admired night-piece: 
“ The following paffage,” fays this fine 
writer, “ having been quoted by a cele­
brated author of antiquity as an inftance 
of the true fublime, I will leave it to you 
to determine ; whether the Tranflation 
has not at leaft as juft' a claim to that 
character, as the original ||.”

12? S’ ors xpspooppos xa.f optfe
flO'JTiq,

Eif (Myyxyi'.etav Vvfiztttowrov ofifspar

Ex xpawx piyaXav, xorfvnt svrorSs yptfasSpr)^
II. iv. 452.

As torrents roll, increas’d by numerous rills, 
With rage impetuous down the echoing hills ; 
Rufh to the vales, and pour’d along the 

plain,
Roar in a tboufand channels to the main.

What Fitzofborne’s literary friend 
might determine I will not prefume to 
guefs. For myfelf I niuft freely confefs, 
I fee little, in thefe lines, of Homer’s lub-
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Even pope’s warmeft admirers muft 
feel with regret that the firft verfe, for 
the fake of the rhyme, clofes very un­
fortunately. The numerous rails in the 
Translation will fcarcely be thought ade­
quate to the xpvwy MEPAADN of Homer. 
The image conveyed under this expreffion 
is by far of too mild and even foothing 
an afpecl to con fort with the impetuous 
rage of torrents, rolling down the echo­
ing hills ; and tends, in its effect, fo 
far as it goes, to difarm the fcene of its 
terrors. You remember the beautiful 
thoughts, which an admired pcetdiftate*  
to his religious recfofe,:
The nodding pines, that o’er yon’ rock re­

clin’d
Wave high and murmur to the hollow wind ; 
The wandering (beams, that Ihine between 

the sfeZZs,
The grots, that echo to the tinkling rills.— 
No more thefe fcenes my meditation aid, 
Or lull to reJi the vifionary maid.

Did it make, do you think? any part 
cf the poet’s defign, when he wrote thefe 
charming lines, to alarm and agitate the 
mind of his readers with images of rage 
and violence ?

Fitzofborne, you will recolleft, has re­
marked in another place a fiinilar inconfift- 
ency, which he ventures with a feverity 
very extraordinary for him, as “ turning 
one of the moft pleafing fimiles in the 
whole Iliad into downright burlefque.” 
It is where the Ample Twain is flopped on 
iris way by the impervious foam, and the 
trough ipaves of a /quelling brook..
As when a fimple Twain his cot forfakes, 
And wide through fensan unknown journey 

takes i .
If chance a /welling brwi his paiSage flay, 
And foam impervious crofs the wanderer’s 

way,
Confufed he flops, a length of journey pad, 
Eyes the rough waves, and tir’d, returns at 

Jaft.
The juft and fublime imagery of Homer 

forms io ftriking a contrail to the lu­
dicrous appearance, under which it is 
here diiguifed, that it will be fomewhat 
of a curiofity to fee them together.
SI? or awp ot7rczAa.f/.ycl<;> tuv
Ernn Eff HKYPYm IIOTAMHI AAAAE 

n?OPEONTI9
Apgta fugf&Viwrra li'uv, ata, omcrcu.

II. v. 597.
But you will think, I am afraid, that 

I linger too long on Pope’s inaufpicious 
-opening. To make you feme amends, 

let me congratulate you on his maft-edy 
execution in the next line 5 which i« 
truly admirable ; the diblion ftrong and 
energetic ; the roll of the verfe im- 
preffive ; and the epithet echoing very 
happily applied by him to the hills in 
confonance to his author’s ideas.

I with I could continue equally to 
approve what follows. To eftimate the 
•real merits of the Tranflation more juft- 
ly, we muftconfider what ciroumftance it 
was, which the poet meant to illuftratg 
by this companion. That we find was 
the mingling of the armies in battle; 
with all the din, and terror, and confuted 
founds, arifing from the clamours of the 
foldiers, theclaftiing cf arms, the groans 
of the dying, and the fhcutg of the con­
querors ; defcribed with fo much ani­
mation in the lines below :
Oto ori an p ie eca f-vUovTti; txwro, 
JSTN &’ tfea?'.sr fn-s?, EYN tyxpa, 

pus tus^tov
Xa^neo&sfsnxuif: arap aejriae; optpahoetrtrai 
EwAjjpt ■* ttoXv; J’ ofvpuy^

EvSaT apl otpuyn 76 stoss iu^te\V) wjXej 
atfywv

OXXwtw vs xai eKhvjpiswv : gss S’ atparri 
y«sa.

You never, I am fore, read thefe af­
fecting lines without being much moved, 
and even agitated by the pathos and 
fublimity of this tranfeendent poetry. 
Do you feel yotirfelf moved in the fame 
manner ? when you read the translation, 
which is given by Pope, as follows :
New Shield with foield, with helmet helmet 

clofed ;
To armour armour, lance to lance opposed. 
Hoft againft hoft, in jbadowy fpsadrens drew*  
The founding darts in ii on tempfrs flew.
Victors and vanquish’d join promifeuous 

cries,
And fhrilling fhouts, and dying groans arife. 
With fir earning blood the frippery fields ar? 

dyed,
adnd fraughter'd heroes fwell the dreadful tide.

The wanton tranfpofition of the fen. 
fences in the outlet you will at once ac­
knowledge to be very injudicious ; by 
which the narration is rendered won­
derfully embarrafled and confufed. Every 
reader mult, I fufpefl, be fomewhat per­
plexed, when he finds fhield doled with 
fliield, and helmet clofed with helmet, 
before the parties, which are armed with 
them, meet; or the hofts, in Pope’s lan­
guage, draw injbaduwy Jquadrons againft
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«3th other. But I will not interrupt my 
critique on the paffage immediately be­
fore' as by any further obfervations on 
this. Having only diftinguifhed the 
more extraordinary improvements by 
Italics, I will leave you to judge of them 
at leifure.

What I moft wlffi you at this time to 
obferve, is how happily the mingling of 
the armies is reprelented under the image 
of two dreams, fwollen by the rains of 
winter, rolling down the fides of opposite 
hills, and meeting with dreadful con­
dition in the gulph between, where the 
waters join. Here let me beg of you to 
mark, the particular power of the prepo­
sition EYN, with which the verb- SaXXw 
is compounded ; and ufed in that form 
By the poet; both where he brings the 
adverfe armies into conflift, and where he 
defcribes the meeting ftreams ! It is 
this emphatic prepetition, which points 
the aptitude of the fimile ; and gives 
ftrength and perfpicuity to the ill nitration. 
Ex tv EYNsCoAor 9foA«U4;k»)
SYMCAa. Euft. I would with you fur­
ther to obferve that two ftreams and two 
only are ngnified, as appears by the ule 
®f the dual <j'np^oa,t^iTov. Avon's 
»r«u6<» Xx/zCarosras vrpov tw
Svo cr’Xf’ix/rvipMTuv; tn. th

crvfz.o»XXfTov, J'viasr f«fx.<zrof. Euft. In 
flipport of this interpretation I will add 
a judicious note, extrafted from amongft 
the fcholia edited by Villoifon.

Kxi Suo iroTxfAtti; irat^xSev., nit a-v^nertu; 
p-ovoii evejks!', aXX’ 'ots ucn civo crrpatTsjfz.a'ra,

Tars; tp.iriTrToj'TOf.j aXX^Xoir, nan, yxp 
oi c-Tparoi aXXuXoi? itritpifoiiTai >

In this confifts the great beauty and 
propriety of the companion. The re- 
lemblance between the affirmed and the 
primary objeft is preferved throughout, 
and pointedly marked, with an exaftnefs 
more than ufual in Homer. Yet of this 
refemblance in Pope’s verfion we fearch 
in vain for the fainteft trait. For lb 
materiala defeftion from his principal no 
harmony of numbers, or graces of ex­
preflion can in my opinion atone.

Then allow me to afk, where are the 
vales, to which the torrents rulh ? where 
is the plain, along which they are 
poured ? I difeover neither the one or 
the other in the Grecian bard. Should 
thefe enquiries be even fatisfaftorily an- 
Iwered, other objections of ftill greater 
moment arile. The images, hererepre- 
iented, wear fo different a form from that 

if?

under which thole of the text appear, 
that they can by no compreflion be 
brought to bear a part in the lame piece. 
In the genuine work of Homer no torrents, 
are poured along the plain, and there 
divided into a thoufand feparate chan­
nels; nor do we trace them roaring to 
the main.

Pope feema to have borrowed this Jaff 
thought from his old friend Ogilby. He 
too carries his riv’lets and gutters, to the 
main; with lefs outrage, however, ins 
his mode of conveying them, to the fenfe 
of his author.
Riv’lets and gutters, big with fudden rain. 
In e>ic great channel tunable to the main.

It will not be eafy to difeover by what 
reafons Pope was led, while thefe lines 
of Ogilby were before him, to adopt one 
part, and that the lefs accurate; when 
by delerting the other he wanders fo much 
the further out of his way. By this ex­
traordinary management, joined with his 
other improvements, no fingle feature is 
preferved of Homer’s painting. In the 
tranfeendent fublimity, which we are 
called upon to admire, we lofe fight in- 
tireiy of the poet’s meaning ; and the 
great defign, which he had in view, is 
altogether overlooked and unaccom­
pli (hed.

Allowing therefore, if you pleafe, to 
this admired paffage all that true fub- 
lime, which Fitzoiborne thinks he dis­
covers in it; with this conceffion, even 
in its utmoft latitude, I cannot bring 
myfelf to approve a tranflation, which 
retains fo little of the original, I am 
the lefs difpofed to approve this, as 
Homer evidently fuffers very much by 
having his thoughts thus arbitrarily.mif- 
reprelented ; and the order of his compo- 
fition fo much deranged.

I am rather inclined to flatter myfelf 
that on this point your fentiments will 
very nearly coincide with mine. How­
ever, if per.chance the degradation of 
your favourite from the high feat of 
honour, to which his admirers had inju- 
dicioufly raifed him, fhould dwell upon 
your mind with any lefs agreeable im- 
preflion; to do it ail away at once, let 
me carry you to the great mailer him- 
felf. Here, as at the clofe of the ad­
mired Night-piece, with equal fkilb aRd 
an effeft equally happy, he places a fo- 
litary fhepherd on the fummit of a rock, 
who hears the terrifying founds at a 
diftance ; from him we catch the alarm, 
and with fympathizing affeftions feel 

mor® 
3
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more ftfongly the whole force of the de- 
ftription. With him therefore I will 
leave you for the prefent, liffening to the 
dafiiing waters, as they roll down the 
4teep and rocky delcent j tumbling over 

the craggy da&yls in the wonderful line, 
fubjoined.
Tw» S'e re | | aisTro'j tv | ufecrm |

Adieu,
O. P. C.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE EUROPEAN MAGAZINE,
Sir.,

IN your Magazine for January 1798!
(Vol.XXXIII. p. 4..), is a letter to 

Sir J. Sinclair, refpefting the Inclofure 
of Waite Lands. As at this period, op- 
pofition to a meafure which many con­
ceive would be of public benefit, natu­
rally incites a fpirit of patriotifm in its 
defence, I have ventured to conteft the 
opinions, which the writer of this letter 
has advanced.

The great principle (he fiift tells us) 
of improving lands for public advantage, 
is to leave a portion of it lb improved 

pubhci juris 5” to do which he recom­
mends <c the improvement of wattes and 
commons by banking, draining, &c. at 
the expence of every individual who had 
a right thereon by parochial levy.” 
This right he withes to tee extended to 
every houfe-holder paying feet and lot, 
and his due proportion to Inch levy. 
Upon this Jet Agricola himfelf decide, 
whether the improvers ought not firft to 
be tecure of long leafes, left they thould 
be compelled to expend hundreds, for no 
other purpofe than to throw a ftrong 
temptation in the way of their landlords, 
to appropriate to themfelves that benefit, 
which the tenants conceived themfelves 
to have merited.

Your Correipondent obferves, “ That 
the increaie of inclofures has turned 
country gentlemen and their overgrown 
tenants into arrogant and unfeeling mo- 
nopolifts 1” but the very converfe of the 
fpirit of monopoly is the natural confe- 
quence of the inclofure and improvement 
of wafte lands ; for the more abundant 
the general produce, the greater the com­
petition, confequently more difficult the 
practicability, and more doubtful the 
prolpeCt of monopolizing to advantage. 
Scarcity is effential to the fuccefs of /pe­
culation.

Agricola next fays, “ That there is 
no man, or combination of men, with 
exclufive rights or privileges, who con- 
fider the public in any other light .than 
as an objed of plunder!’’ This object, 

as it refpe&s commons, has not occupied 
much of the attention of great farmers : 
they treat the benefits of commons with 
contempt.

I am equally an enemy with Agricola 
to the enlargement of farms ; they throw 
an immenfe burden of population on the 
trading and manufacturing towns, and 
contribute, largely to the increaie of the 
poor rates. In a well-policed ftate, 
modes of fubfiftence, fufficiently elevated 
above poverty to admit of every fuffi- 
ciency, and fome of the comforts of life, 
cannot be too numerous.

“ I would not (continues Agricola) 
allow any man. to acquire a duplication 
oi his feparate property by taking from 
others their fhare in the right of pafture 
over all lands in relation 5” and he ac­
cordingly wifhes, “ that one third or 
other reafonable portion of the wafte land 
fhould be left open every year to a general 
right of common.” I cannot fuppofe 
that the Legiflature would lancliiy a 
fyftemof inclofure, which doesnot return 
to every legal holder (as far as it be 
poflibie) an equivalent for the right he 
furrenders.

Agricola laftly complains of the decay1 
of Timber : nothing but pure untainted 
patriotifm can remedy this evil; the 
diftance of the return will ever operate as 
an impediment to planting.

I have offered thefe few obfervations 
by way of particular reply to your Cor- 
refpondent, who appears to feel fincerely 
for the caufe of humanity; I alfo profefs 
myfelf a foldier lifted under the fame 
banner ; we both drive at the fame point, 
though we may differ concerning the 
means of arriving at it. Confident with 
thefe principles, I fhall adduce fome far­
ther arguments in favour of the propofed 
Bill. A wide field here prefents itfelf; 
but I will be as concife as poflibie, I 
prefume to declare, that I am not a mere 
Thheorift. on the queftion ; for I have had 
a “ prallical" knowledge of farming 
more than twenty years, have conftantly 

refided 
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refided in a diftrift where “ everyfpecies" 
of Commons prevails, and have noticed 
their effefts on the real interefts of the 
whole community with no inattentive, 
and I truft with an impartial eye.

Perhaps there is no fubjeft more intri­
cate in its nature than the one before us. 
In other enquiries we may trace fome 
leading principles, which ferve as a ge­
neral clue, to guide us through the 
labyrinths which prefent themfelves at 
every ftep, on political queftions. A 
general inclofmg fyftem comprehends 
fuch a multiplicity of diftinft obje&s, 
and bears fo many relations to the civi­
lized ftate of man, that numerous diffi­
culties, and thofe of an oppofite com­
plexion, occur at every ftep we take on 
this tender ground.

There can be no doubt but that every 
general law muft operate as a grievance, 
of more or lefs magnitude, on many in­
dividuals. This is a partial evil which 
cannot be exiled the world ; it cleaves to 
the very nature of human inftitutions, 
and can never be avoided while paffions 
agitate the bofom of man. Every con­
fiderable alteration in any branch of policy 
cannot be of equal benefit to “ allbut 
it is the “ duty"" of a wife and equitable 
Legiflature, to apportion its ftatutes to 
the advantage of the “ majority'" of the 
people; and it will ever be acquitted at. 
the bar of right reafon, if the laws which 
it frames are highly beneficial to the 
many, though they may take away fome 
benefits from the few. This is the 
grand, and indeed only hinge, on which 
human laws ought to turn.

The lands which I conceive are pro- 
pofed to come under the controul of the 
inclofmg aft, are of feveral delcriptions, 
and therefore the benefit of the improve­
ment muft vary in its fize. Large open 
paftures may produce as much herbage 
in their prefent ftate, as it can poffibly 
do under any mode of fuppofed improve­
ment. Thefe paftures are of various 
defcriptions refpefting extent, fituation, 
and quality ; and without doubt local 
circumftances may rationally juftify an 
attempt to amend them. Some of them 
may probably be doubled in their value 
by the proper application of drains, ma­
nures, &c. &c.

Yet I muft confefs, that the plan of 
inclofmg our large Commons, impro­
perly ftyled Waftes, is that part of the 
iyftem which pleafes me leaft. I think 
they are the leaft iufceptible of improve­
ment, and the commercial objeftions,

Vol, XXXIII. March 1798.

which pointedly prefent themfelves on 
the queftion, more forcibly apply to this 
particular branch of it. It is alfo folely 
from Commons of this kind that the 
poor receive any confiderable degree of 
benefit.

The Common-fields, which in fome 
diftrifts form the moft confiderable part 
of the arable lands, will come next under 
confideration. The cuftom of leaving 
every third year in thefe fields fallow, 
undoubtedly fprung from the incapabi­
lity of the land bearing more than two 
crops without reft: and in the fallow 
year the gates were thrown open by the 
farmers, and cattle without diftinftion 
were admitted, by which means the land 
received a recruit. This is evidently 
the origin of the fallow year in open 
arable fields, when the unimproved ftate 
of agriculture did not admit of a regular 
fucceffion of crops, and ere the manuring 
ones of turnips, clover, and graffes, were 
underftood. This idea is ftrcngly cor­
roborated by the praftice which Jlill 
exifts of throwing open the gates of our 
inclofed arables in any year in which it 
happens to be fallow.

The profperity of every country, whe­
ther it arifes from its commercial or agri­
cultural concerns, muft depend upon that 
proportion of liberty allowed to indi­
viduals to think and aft for themfelves 
in their own affairs. The moft aftive' - 
fpirit droops under the wing of defpo- 
tifm. The fatal effefts of this oppreffive 
influence are eminently confpicuous in 
rural improvement. Much has been 
written on the fubjeft of tythes ; they 
are faid to operate as an impediment to 
that ardor for experiment, which is the 
parent of beneficial difcovery : on the 
fame account, reftraining leafes have been 
feverely reprehended ; but neither tythe, 
nor the reftraining leafe, creates fuch 
oppolition to the progreffive improvement 
of hufbandry, as two crops and a fallow 
“ regularly" fucceeding each other. Mo­
dern difcoveries cannot be applied under 
this old fyftem ; and fuch are the baneful 
confequences attendant upon it, that the 
land every year decreafes in value; and 
it is a notorious faft, that a well-in­
formed farmer prefers inclofed arable, at 
20s. peracre, to Common-field, at ss.6d.

The increafed quantity of grain which 
will be produced by inclofmg thefe fields, 
may be eftimated at nearly double, and 
we may carry at leaft this part of the 
fcheme into effeft with more confidence, 
becaufe it is not obnoxious to the ar­

gument
y
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gument which has been fo often urged 
in the difcuffing the merits of the quef- 
tion at large—The Rights of the Cot­
tager ” I fpeak from experience, and 
therefore fpeak with confidence, when I 
affert that the benefit received from the 
exercife of his rights on thefe fields is fo 
finall, that language knows not a value 
by which to appreciate it: the fcanty 
pickings near the hedge, and the rufhy 
grafs which grows on the divilions of 
the property (mears), being the only 
fupply which they afford.

In return for the furrender of this near­
ly abfolute nothing, the cottager will 
receive a cohfiderable advantage in the 
increafe, not only of temporary, but of 
permaneht labour ; for the ground being 
cropped every year muft afford one third 
more employment than when it was in a 
ftate of commonage : this is an increafe 
fixed and certain, without reference to 
the furplus quantity of corn which the 
land muft inevitably produce^ and there­
by requiring more labour in the harveft- 
ing and thrafliing.

I am fatisfied no juft exception can 
be made to this part of the inclofing 
fcheme; there is another part of it, 
which, though circumfcribed in its ex­
tent, is from its nature more forcibly and 
immediately felt, as far as its influence 
extends ; I mean the cottage, with its 
circumjacent garden, erefled on, and 
fenced in from, the Wafte. When we 
recolleft that this borrowed land is from 
its fituation extremely unprofitable, bear­
ing nothing but nifties and the coarfeft 
grafs 1 we fhall contemplate with pleafure 
the induftry of man, ftimulated by the 
hope of profit, and the confcioufnefs of 
property, to its utmoft exertions, fuc- 
ceed at length in the placing its poffeffor 
in a more comfortable ftate of exiftence. 
The encroachment made by this fmall 
inclofure on the ideal rights of others' 
muft not, ought not to be thought on, 
when fo much aflual benefit arifes to a 
portion of the poor but induftrious com­
munity. The labour which the cottager 
expends on his little garden feldom in­
terferes with the daily duties of his fer- 
vitude j he toils with pleafure early in 
the morning and late in the evening, 
producing at the fame time advantages to 
himfelf and to fociety; for the quantum 
of labour which a ftate can produce is 
the juft ftandard of its prosperity.

Let it alfo be remarked, that land 
cultivated as a garden will produce nearly 
double the quantity of food which the 
fame land would yield under any other 
mode of hufbandry. The good policy of 
iricreafing thefe produflive fpots is felf- 
evident.

I am not ignorant that many ob- 
jeflions, particularly fome of a com­
mercial kind, may be urged to the fyftem 
of inclofure; but let the inherent rights 
of humanity be ever held more facred 
than the artificial claims of all-grafping 
fpeculation, and let us oppofe, as the 
moft deftruflive poifon of national felicity, 
any meafure which may tend to increafe 
the price of provifions; rather let us 
ardently hope that Rich a fyftem may be 
adopted, which may render them lo cheap 
as to be attainable by the ioweft ranks of 
the people.

It were wafting words to prove the 
felf-evident propoiition, “ that increafe 
of quantity muft decreafe the price.” 
The vaft increafe which muft arife from 
an inclofure of the Common-fields may 
be readily conceived : at prefent they 
throw every impediment in the way of a 
fpirited courfe of hufbandry, the impofti- 
bility of railing the manuring crops of 
clover and turnips (abfolutely neceffary 
in many diftrifls), the damages fre­
quently fuftairied in the flowing, and in 
the harvefting ; with many other incon­
veniences too tedious to enumerate.

If a due regard be paid to the rights 
of every individual, and if the land in- 
clofed be equitably apportioned, I truft 
I am neither morally or politically 
wrong, when I avow the warmeft feeling 
of my heart—when I cordially with, that 
a long feafon will not elapfe, ere we be­
hold every fpot of barren land which the 
ifland affords converted into fruitful 
fields and verdant paftures *.  And I 
fhall then fee the man, who now con­
templates with pleafure, and refigns with 
reiuflance, a right which imagination has 
magnified into a benefit, rejoice when he 
finds an ample recompence awarded to 
him ; a recompence, which will remu­
nerate him a hundred fold. Let us 
likewife indulge the pleafing hope, that 
habits of induftry, frugality, and grati­
tude, will diftinguifh the charaflers of 
the poor, that they may thereby expeft 
with confidence the proteflion and bene­
ficence of the rich.

* In 1793 (the latefl period, with refpedl to which accounts have been publilhed), 
1,265,015 quarters of grain were confumed more than the country produced J Can there 
ie a ftror.ger argument for the neceffiry of inclofurcs ?

There
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1 here cannot, I think, exift a dofibt 
but that the inclofing fcheme is upon 
the whole beneficial to the community, 
if it can be carried into effeft : but 
whether the national capital, in its*  pre- 
lent exhaufted Rate, is fully adequate to 

* In the courfe of the next year, Abbe Winckelman, Superintendant of the Antiquities 
of Rome, fent Mr, Wilkes an antique fepulchral urn of alabaiter j on which he caufed to b? 
infcribed,

Carolo Churchill
Amico jucundo

Poet® acri
Civi optime de patria merita

P.
Johannes Wilkes,

Y 2 ke»ng
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the undertaking, is a queftion in which 
fo many points are involved, that I fliall 
not prefume to enter into its difcuffion.

HORTENS1US.
Frtmpton upon Severn,, 

Glocejierfbire,

ACCOUNT
OF

JOHN WILKES, ESQ^ 

fConcluded from Page 88.)

ON the 19th of January 1764, Mr.
Wilkes was expelled the Houfe of 

Commons, as the Author of The North 
Briton, No. 45, which, by a Refolution 
of the 15th of November preceding, had 
been voted “ a falfe, fcandalous, and fe- 
ditious libel ; containing expreffions of 
the moft unexampled infolence and con­
tumely towards his Majelty, the grofleft 
afperfions upon both Houles of Parlia­
ment, and the moft audacious defiance of 
the authority of the whole Legiflature; 
and moft manifcftly tending to alienate 
the affeftions of the people from his 
Majefty, to withdraw them from their 
obedience to the latfvs of the realm, and 
to excite them to traiterous infurreftions 
againft his Majefty’s Government.” On 
the 2.1ft of February he was found guilty 
of republilhing The North Briton, and 
alfo of printing the Effay on Woman. 
He this year printed at Paris his cele­
brated Letter to the worthy Eleftors of 
the Borough of Aylelbury, which is 
dated Oft. the nd.

His abfence from England did not 
prevent the proceedings againft him on 
the verdifts being carried on with great 
vigour. To enforce his appearance in 
the Court of King’s Bench, procefs of 
outlawry was iflued againft him on the 
2d of November, which from that time 
fulpended his aftion againft Lord Halli- 
fax. In that month he went to Bou- 
loyne, to meet his friends Churchill and 
Humfrey Cotes 5 a meeting which ter­

minated with the death of Churchill on 
the 4th of November *.

Being now an exile from his country, 
he employed fome of his time in vifiting 
parts of France, Italy, and Switzerland; 
particularly in Auguft 1765, he paid his 
compliments to Voltaire, as may be feen. 
in our Magazine for January laft, p. 6. 
It is probable he was fupported by fome 
of the Oppofition ; and on the change of 
the Miniftry, in 1765, he made appli­
cation to be reftored to his native coun­
try, which the new Adminiftration did 
not feem willing to permit. He was 
offered, however, by Mr. Fitzherbert, in 
the name of fome of the Miniftry, the 
annual fum of 1000I. to be paid out of 
the income of their refpeftive -places. 
But this propofal he rejefted as clan- 
deftine, eleemofynary, and precarious. 
“ I demand,” fays he, in a letter to Mr. 
Onflow, “ from the juftice of my friends, 
a full pardon under the great feal—for 
having fuccelsfully ferved my country. 
I will wait here till the firft day of the 
new year. If I fliould not then have 
received it, I Ihall then have the ftrongeft 
proof that the prefent Miniftry are neither 
the friends of Mr. Wilkes, nor of juf­
tice 5 becaufe the letter of Mr. Fitz­
herbert tells me, ‘ that there is perfeft 
harmony among them, and the perfeft 
confidence and fupport of their Mailer.” 
(Letter dated Dec. 12, 1765.) In the 
beginning of 1766 we find him applying 
to the police of Paris, in conlequence of 
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being defrauded by a woman, who lived 
with him in the character of a houle- 
keeper. This was not the nrft appli­
cation of the like kind.

In November 1766 he returned to 
England, expeCting, from the interpo­
lation of his friends in the Miniftry, that 
his pardon would be obtained; but'in 
this he was difappointed. The Duke of 
Grafton, to whom he applied by letter, 
behaved with great Coldnefs on the oc- 
cafion, and referred him to Lord Chat­
ham, with whom he appears not to have 
been on good terms. He was therefore 
obliged to return to Paris, where he wrote 
and printed his famous Letter to the 
Duke of Grafton, which has fince been 
fo much celebrated. Finding that no 
dependance was to be placed on his for­
mer friends, after a twelvemonth interval, 
he took the refolution, apparently a def- 
perate one, of depending on his own 
exertions only for extricating hirrifelf 
from his difficulties. Accordingly, in 
the beginning of the year 1768, he again, 
to the furprife, of every one, made his 
appearance in London ; and on the 4th 
of March tranfmitted a fubmiffive letter 
to the King, requefting a pardon, of 
which application no notice was taken. 
On the 16th of the fame month he offered 
himfelf a candidate to reprefent the city 
of London, and at the clofe of the poll 
on the 23d was found to have polled 
1247 votes. Not disheartened at this 
failure, he immediately declared his in­
tention of becoming a candidate for the 
county of Middlelex, and on the 28th 
was chofen by a vaft majority. On the 
27th of April he was taken up on a ca­
pias utlagatwn, and committed to the 
King’s Bench, and on the j8th of June 
was Sentenced, on the two verdifts againft 
him, to be imprisoned twenty-two 
months, to pay two fines of 50©!. each, 
and to give fecurity for his good behar 
viour for feven years, himfelf in 1000I. 
and two fureties in 50®!. each.

On the 8th of June the Outlawry 
iffued againft him was reverfed, which 
enabled him to refume the proceedings 
formerly begun againft Lord Hallifax. 
Jie was now confined in the King’s 
Bench, but his partizans were ftill aftive, 
and on his birth day there was much 
rioting and diforder. On thy 2.8th of 
November he caufed a petition to be 
prefented to the King, foliciting his 
clemency, and in the courfe of this year 
publiffied the Introduction to a Hiftory 
of England 3 a work, which it is iraa- 

gined he did not proceed in further, nor 
did the fpecimen afford much promife.

Undepreffed by imprifonment, or the 
rigour of the law, he ftill braved the 
vengeance of Government, and ftill found 
himlelf fupported by his friends. On the 
27th of January 1769 he’ was chofen 
Aiderman of the Ward of Farringdon 
Without, on the death of Sir Francis 
Gofling ; and on the 3d of February he 
was expelled the Houfe of Commons, 
for publiiffiing with an introduction the 
thanks of Lord Weymouth, Secretary of 
State, to the Officers and Soldiers who 
were on duty in St. George’s Fields, at 
the riot on the 10th of May 1768. On 
the 16th of February he was re-elected, 
and on the next day again expelled. On 
the 16th of March he was a third time 
elected, and on the fucceeding day a third 
time expelled. The Freeholders of Mid- 
dlefex ftill firmly fupported him, and on 
the 13th of April he was a fourth time 
returned ; but on the Sth of May the 
Houfe of Commons declared his op­
ponent, Henry Lawes Lutterell, the fit­
ting Member. His caule againft Lord 
Hallifax was at length (nth November) 
brought before a Jury, who awarded him 
4000!. damages. In this year a fociety, 
calling itfelf Supporters of the Bill of 
Rights, inftituted itlelf for the purpofe 
of relieving him from his debts, which 
the members of it, after fome difficulty, 
accomplifhed.

He at length regained his liberty on 
the 18th of April 1770, and took his 
feat in the Court of Aidermen. It was 
foon difcovered that there was a difference 
of opinion in many points between him 
and feveral of his former friends. Early 
in 1771 a rupture between him, and Mr- 
Horne (now Horne Tooke) produced 
hoftilities in the newfpapers, and both 
parties exerted their abilities in abufing 
each other with much acrimony, to the 
great entertainment of the public, though 
little to their own credit. After lome 
time it was found that the world was 
perverfe enough to believe both the Gen­
tlemen in their unfavourable reprefenta- 
tion of each other. Mr. Wilkes foon 
faw this effeCt of the controverfy, and 
wifely withdrew from it on being choien 
Sheriff on the 3d of July 1771. His 
antagonist alfo, being left to himfelf 
without an opponent, and feeling the 
dilgrace which he had brought on him- 
feif, alfo prudently and filently quitted, 
the field, difcomfited and difappointed.

On the 8th of October 177a, Mr.
Wilkes
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Wilkes was by the Livery elected one 
of the perfons to be felefted for Lord 
Mayor, but was not chofen by the Court 
of Aidermen ; and the fame circuffiftance 
happened the fucceeding year... On the 
third year (1774) he was again elected in 
the fame manner, and approved by the 
Court of Aidermen. On the 20th of 
Oflober he was again elected Member 
for the county of Middlefex, and was 
permitted to take his feat without mo- 
lelfation. The popularity which he had 
hitherto enjoyed was now to fuffer fome 
diminution. In the beginning of 1776 
Sir Stephen Theodore Janfl'en refigned 
the office of Chamberlain, and Mr. 
Wilkes was a candidate to fucceed him ; 
when, notwithstanding every exertion in 
his favour, and every art employed, he 
loft his election, and Mr. Aiderman 
Hopkins was chofen, by a majority of 
177. He made another effort in the 
fucceeding year with equal ill fuccefs ; 
and on a third attempt in 1778, was 
Pgain rejeHed, having only 287 votes 
againft 1216. His fituation at this time 
was truly melancholy •. his intereif in the 
city appeared to be loft; a motion to pay 
his debts had been rejected in the Com­
mon Council ; he was involved in diffi­
culties of various kinds ; his creditors 
were clamorous ; and fuch <?f his pro­
perty which could be afcertained, and 
amongft the reft his books, had been 
taken in execution ; thofe who formerly 
fupported him were become cold to his 
felicitations, and languid in their exer­
tions, and the clouds of adverfity feemed 
to gather round him on every fide, with­
out a ray of light to chear him. While 
in this forlorn Rate, fortune again unex­
pectedly took him by the hand. In 1779 
Mr. Hopkins died, and Mr. Wilkes at 
length obtained an eftabliffiment, which, 
profiting by experience, rendered the 
remainder of his life eafy and comfort­
able. On the rft of December he was 
phofen Chamberlain, by a majority of 
1972 votes, and continued to fill the 
office with credit to himfelf, and to the 
fatisfadiion of his conftituents, during 
the reft of his life, in fpite of fome feeble 
attempts at oppofition to him.

In 1780 he was again elected Knight 
of the Shire for Middlefex, and the fame 
honour was conferred on him in 178.4.5 
after which he made no felicitations, and 
at the next election permitted another 
perfon to be chofen, without interfering 
in any metier, In the riots of 17 jo 

his conduft obtained great applaufe. On 
the 3d of May 1782 his annual motion 
for refeinding the vote of his expulfion 
was fuccefsful, and he from time to time 
publiflied fpeeches on various queftions, 
which he either made or attempted to 
make in Parliament, the greater part of 
which he publiffied in 3 vols. umo. 
1777 and 1782, and afterwards in 1 vol. 
8vo. He likewile printed feparate an 
admirable defence of Mr. Haftings, in a 
fpeech on the impeachment. In 1790 he 
printed a few copies of fplendid editions 
of Catullus and Theophraftus, for par­
ticular friends, and lately, A Supplement 
to the Milcellaneous Works of Mr. 
Gibbon.

In the latter period of Mr. Wilkes’s 
life he had been very attentive to his 
health, and by avoiding all exceffes, was 
enabled to extend his exiftence longer 
than could well be expe&ed from the 
turbulent feenes he had paffed through, 
and the variety of diftreffes he had at 
times experienced. The powers of his 
mind never failed him, and his fpeech to 
Admiral Waldegrave, not many days 
before his death, is an evidence that his 
faculties were not in the leaft affedted. 
He died with ’great compofure on the 
26th of December 1797 ; and by his will 
gave to John Smith, an officer in the 
Eaft India Company’s fervice, rool.—to 
Mrs. Amelia Arnold, the houfe in Ken- 
fington Gore, with ail the furniture and 
ready money in it, and 1000I.—to Har­
riet Wilkes, of Kenlington Gore, the 
houfe in the Ilie of Wight, all the fur­
niture, &c. and 2000I.—to William 
Montague, 200I. — to Henry Parker, 
20I.—to James Bowdon, 10I.—to Charles, 
fon of William Montague, 20I. — to 
Richard Keys, James Byfield, Thomas 
Smith, 1 ol. each—to all his fervants, 5 
guineas each. His daughter refiduary 
legatee, and ffie, with William Montague, 
were appointed executors. The will was 
proved as the teftator dying poffeffed of 
lefs than io,oool.

His remains were interred in a vault 
in Grolvenor Chapel, South Audley-; 
ftreet, according to the directions of his 
wi|l, being near to where he died. A 
hearfe and three mourning coaches, and 
Mifs Wilkes’s coach, formed the caval­
cade ; and eight labouring meh, dreffed 
in new black cloaths, bore the deceafed 
to the place of interment, for which each 
man received a guinea, befides the luit 
of cloaths, £Ie has alfo dire&ed a tablet 
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to be placed to his memory with thefe 
few but expreffive lines :

THE REMAINS 
OF

JOHN WILKES, 
A FRIEND TO LIBERTY, 

SORN AT LONDON, OCT. 17, 1727, O.S. 
DIED IN THIS PARISH.

On the coffin plate are his arms: Or a 
chevron Sable between three crow’s heads 
crated, coloured proper; charged with an 

efcutcheon of pretence, Sable, a chevron 
Or Creft on a mount Vert, a crofs bow 
ftringed Or ; with the motto on a icroll, 
Arcui meo non confido, The infcription 
is as follows :

John Wilkes, Est^. F. R. S. 
Aiderman of the Ward of 

Farringdon Without, 
Chamberlain of London, 
And Lord Mayor 1771,

Died Dec. 26, 1797*  
Aged 70 years.

PERFECTION NOT ATTAINABLE BY MANi

THE STORY OF CELSUS.

Ac veluti folia arentes liquere corollas, 
Quse paffim calathis llrata natare vides : 
Sic nobis, qui nunc magnum fperamus amantes, 
Forfitan includet craftina fata dies.

PaOFEST.

THE vanity of Man has treated few 
arguments with more attention and 

refpeft, than thofe which tend to enlarge 
the boundaries of human wifdoip, and 
flatter him with the profpeft of attaining 
abfolute perfection : the enthufiaft has 
ftrutted in the plumes of fancied fupe- 
riority, the phiiofopher has gravely con­
gratulated his fellow creatures on the 
approach of that period, when vice fhall 
make her final exit from the world ; 
when deep, that prefent obvious proof 
of imbecility, fhall no longer be needed ; 
and Man, by his own energies, fhall 
protraCf life, and fet difeafes at defiance. 
Even thofe whofe calm and religious 
fentiments hourly imprefs them with a 
eonfeioufnefs of the real inferiority of 
Man, have in fome fort acquiefced in the 
reigning opinion ; they have thought 
emulation the grand fpring of human 
endeavour, and that the youth who en­
ters the world, impreffed with an idea 
of the excellence of thofe around him, 
will exert all his powers to attain that 
excellence, and confequently the fyftem 
which began in error, will end in reality.

It is time, however, to confider whe­
ther the effeCl be always fuch as thefe 
friends to the human race have repre- 
fented it ? and whether difappointment 
in our darling expectations may not give 
birth to many of thofe vices which it 
fhould be the endeavour of the phiio­
fopher to eradicate from the human 

breaft ? Youth is the feafon of romantic 
attachment ; he enters the world, con-? 
vinced of the perfection of thole around 
him ; he rej'oices, and experts every 
bofonj to vibrate in unifon ; he grieves, 
and is aftonifhed if he find not every eye 
clouded with forrow. Can the writers, 
who have filled him with thefe expecta­
tions, wonder at the depravity or melan­
choly which too frequently follow the 
conviction of their fallacy, and ought 
they not to reproach themfelves with the 
confequences of thofe opinions which 
their works are calculated to infpire ?

Celfus entered the world with every 
advantage; to fortune he was indebted 
for a liberal independence, and he in­
herited from nature a pleating form, a 
found conftitution, an excellent under- 
ftanding, and a feeling heart. He was 
remarkable at fchool for his quicknefs 
in comprehending the beauties of the 
Claflins, infomuch that it was prophefied 
on all- hands that he would make a bril­
liant figure in life. Childhood is per­
haps the feafon of all others in which 
excellence brings the fweeteit recompencp 
to the poffelfor, being feldom blighted by 
envy, or clouded by detraction. But 
notwithstanding the applaules which the 
talents and virtues of Celfus infpired, 
his fchoolfellows could not fail to remark 
the inconftancy with which he varied his 
friendihips ; the intimate friend of to» 
day being frequently (lightly noticed on 
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the morrow, and totally forgotten on the 
day enl'uing j this circumftance, which 
they afcribed to pride, did not fail to 
damp the admiration his fchoolfeilows 
felt for him. Celfus, in fpite of this 
failing, palled through his exercifes with 
uncommon applaufe, which was rather 
increaled than lefl'ened during a refidence 
of three years at Oxford ; and having 
entered himfelf a ftudent at the Temple, 
we are now to confider him as thrown 
upon the theatre of the world, to act the 
part to which chance or inclination Ihail 
direct him.

During his flay at ichool, Celfus had, 
from a grandeur and elevation of fenti- 
ment inherent in him, chiefly addicted 
himfelf to the ftudy of thofe authors who 
have reprefented mankind in the faireft 
point of view. The Paftorals of Theo­
critus and Virgil delighted his imagi­
nation, the Romances of Talib and 
Ariofto charmed his fancy, and added 
new force to his universal benevolence : 
he learnt from Homer to equip fleets and 
armies to redrefs’ private wrongs, and 
was pleafed to fee the Goddefs of Wif- 
dom herfelf defeend from Heaven to guide 
her favourite in his paflage through life. 
Among the moderns, Addifon was his 
greateft favourite ; and if a paflage in 
Boileau or Swift Ibmetimes awoke him 
from his dream of felicity, he quickly 
fpurned the ungenerous reflection, and 
ihook it off, “ like dew drops from the 
lion’s mane.”

The fortune, talents, and vivacity of 
Celfus, no fooner feen than admired, 
drew a large circle of acquaintance 
around him, each contending for his 
friendfhip. The choice of a friend was 
the only thing left to contribute to the 
felicity of Celfus, and this, in his opi­
nion, was to fix the happinefs or mifery 
of his future life. In all the works of 
imagination he had perilled, he could not 
fail to remark that his hero was accom­
panied by fome dear and infeparable 
friend, whofe fentiments exactly coin­
cided with his own 5 who, when he went 
forth to battle, fought undaunted by his 
fide 5 who ihared with him the dangers 
of the feas ; arid who, in the days ofi 
innocence and peace, lay ftretched befide 
him in the fliade, alternately chaunting 
the praifes of fome favourite fair.

Impreffed with this fentiment, Celfus 
happened to be in the company of Mer­
cator, and (truck with the probity of his 
character, and the concern he exprefled 
for the welfare of his country, determined 
to eled him the friend of his bofom. It 

was not long, however, before Celfus 
perceived that Mercator was not the man 
deftintd by Heaven to participate in his 
ibrrows and his joys ; Mercator regu­
lated his paffions by the dictates of pru­
dence and reafon, was in every refpeft 
too methodical for the ardent difpofition 
of Celfus, and was therefore quickly 
flighted, and quickly forgotten. A few 
days afterwards Celfus dined with a fo- 
ciety of fashionable men at a tavern in 
St. James’s-ftreet, and among thole who 
diftinguifhed themfelves by merriment or 
nolle, could not help being particularly 
ftruck with the elegant appearance, 
fprightly conversation, and brilliant re­
partees of Audax 5 to Audax, therefore, 
he vowed eternal friendfhip, and this vow 
Audax, in the intoxication of the mo­
ment, willingly repaid. A league was 
forthwith formed, the two friends ap­
peared infeparable at all the reforts of 
gaiety and diffipation, and Celfus and 
Audax fhortly became the Pylades and 
Oreftes of the town. For the full month 
Celfus fwam in an ocean of delight. 
“ At length,” he exclaimed, “ I have 
attained the with of my heart, a friend 
poflefled of every virtue and every ac­
complishment, whofe appearance gratifies 
my vanity, whofe good-humour is a 
never-failing iburce of pleasure, whofe 
wit exhilarates, and whofe virtue ent. 
forces efteem!” A few months were 
fufficient to awaken Celfus from his 
dream of felicity ; he found the animal 
fpirits and gaiety of Audax a poor fub- 
fiitute for the more durable qualities of 
good fenfe and virtue, was fhortly duped 
by his infeparable friend in an amorous 
adventure, and had juft reafoned himfelf 
into a determination to challenge his per­
fidious affociate, when he learnt, to Iris 
infinite fatisfaflion, that Audax had that 
morning been killed in a duel. Foiled 
but not deterred from his purfuit, Celfus 
ft’crtly attached himfelf to two fellpw- 
ftudents, one of whom had obtained the 
character of a Bon Vivant, and the other 
that of a Lover of Vertu. Thefe terms 
uerus in their literal couftruftion under- 
ftood to lignify a Good Liver and a 
Lover of Virtue : a few days were fuf­
ficient to convince him of his miftake ; 
the Good Liver died under a disorder 
occafioned by exceffive gluttony, and the 
Lover of Virtue narrowly efcaped an Old 
Bailey profecution for robbing the ca­
binet of his benefactor of fome valuable 
gold and filver coins.

It would be a talk equally fruitlefs and 
unpleafant, to follow Celfus through 

the 
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the mazes of error into which his lofty 
opinion of himfclf and others had brought 
him. He folicited the friendfliip of the 
elegant, and wondered to find them tri­
fling and empty ; he courted the regard 
of celebrated authors, and was aftoniflied 
not to find them equally celebrated for 
graceful manners and polite behaviour : 
he flighted artifts beca&fe they were not 
fashionable men, and faftiionable men 
becaule they were not artifts; till tired 
anddifappointed, his fpirits forfook him, 
his appetite failed, he became a floven 
in his appearance, and feemed polling 
with hafty flrides towards chagrin and 
death. In this extremity he determined 
his whole foul to Candidus, the only 
friend who had watched his progrefs with 
real concern, without importuning him 
with empty profeflions of friend/hip. 
Candidus heard the little ftory of his 
misfortunes with more concern in his 
heart than he chofe to exprefs in his 
countenance ; and when he had finifhed, 
thus addrefled him : “ My dear Celfus ! 
Your difappointment is the natural con- 
fequence of that lofty irritability of mind, 
which feeks abfolute perfeftion in thole

about it ; and being difappointed, quar­
rels like a child with itlelf and all the 
world. A very moderate degree of ex­
perience might convince you, that Per­
fection is not attainable by Man! and 
that wifdom and policy equally dictate 
to him rather to be content with what 
nature offers, than wafte his health and 
fpirits in feeking that which nature never 
intended him to obtain. You heat your 
imagination with vifionary excellence, 
and then walk abroad, feeking to embody 
the phantom : you are foiled in your 
fchemes, fall out with the world, and the 
world in its turn falls out with you. 
Life has been frequently and aptly com­
pared to a journey in a ftage coach. 
The comparifon will gain additional 
ftrength by obferving that chance fre­
quently throws together men of the moil 
oppofite purfuits and inclinations : how 
much better is it then mutually to con­
cede, than to wafte our time in idle 
bickerings or lofty pretentions ! efpe- 
cially as every moment brings us nearer 
to the end of our journey, and the time 
mull foon arrive in which we part to 
meet no more. S*

* The following mixture, invented by that ingenious and benevolent Phyfician, Dr. Car­
michael Smyth, has been found of great ufe in preventing the contagion of the yellow fever j 
and indeed in preventing all kinds of putrid contagion :

Put fome heated fand in a fmall earthen pipkin ; in this place a tea-cup filled with half an 
ounce of ftrong vitriolic acid: when warmed a little, add to it half an ounce of purified nitre 
in powder, ftirring the mixture with a flip of glafs, or the fmall end of a tobacco-pipe. 
This ptocefs fhould be renewed from time to time 5 or, if you with to keep up a conftant 
fumigation, it is only putting the pipkin over a lamp, or making ufe of one of Mozer’s fumi­
gating lamps, made expi efsly for this purpofe.

any
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ANECDOTES OF ILLUSTRIOUS AND EXTRAORDINARY PERSONS, 
PERHAPS NOT GENERALLY KNOWN.

A THING OK SHREDS AND KATOKIS ! HaMLXT.

[ Continued from Page 92. ]

RIVIEklUS.

IT does not appear at all wonderful 
that mercury has fucceeded in the 

yellow fever * of the Weft Indies. This 
great practitioner, in that powder which 
he called the Febrifuge Powder, em­
ployed mercury combined with antimony; 
a preparation from which it is fuppofed 
that Dr. James’s celebrated Fever Powder 
has been taken, and which it is imagined 

he afterwards confiderably altered. Ri- 
vierius’s receipt is to be met with in the 
‘ Arcana,' at the end of his works, folio. 
To him alfo we are indebted for the com- 
pofition of the Saline Draught. He was 
Phylician to Louis the Thirteenth.

MR. HOWARD.
This benevolent and aftive man told 

Mr. Seward, that he had never heard of 



FOR MARCH 1798. 165

Any preventative againft the horrible 
difeaft of the plague*  when he was in 
Turkey j and that in general very little 
precaution was taken againft it, as the 
Mahometans are moft commonly fatalifts.

* The mixture mentioned in the article of Rivierius, compofed by Dr. Smyth, as it is 
a fpecific againft putrid contagion, would probably prevent the contagious effedls of the 
plague. It has been fo often tried with fuccefs in hofpital and other fhips, that it appears 
to poflefs a fpecific power upon putrid contagion in decompofing its miafmata, and rendering 
them innoxious. It may be tried with fuccefs in gaol fevers, fevers of workhoufes, and in 
thofe fevers amongft the poor which arife from filth, whofe cottages may be vifited by any 
perfon armed with this fpecific without danger, and whofe lives he may fave with this pre­
caution without hazarding his own. For the life of a citizen laved in battle, amongft the 
Romans, a civic crown was given. What remuneration fhould await the d.fcoyery of Dr. 
Smyth, which has faved the lives of many thoufand Englilh citizens, and may fave fo many 
more thoufands, is (it is to be feared) as yet unknown and unfettl^.

The ftatue of Mr. Howard was the 
firft that was admitted into the Cathedral 
of St. Paul upon Dr. Farmer’s plan ; 
and did great honour to the liberality of 
the Chapter, who appear to have rather 
confidered his charity than his faith, and 
his benevolent aftions rather than his 
religious opinions.

JOHN MILTON.
A Writer, nearly contemporary with 

this great Poet, appears to regret <c that 
the beatifull and fplendid images con­
tained in the ‘ Paradife Loft’ will be loft 
to thofe perfons who do not underftand 
theEnglifli language.” This is not ftill 
likely to happen, as by the efforts of a 
mind congenial to his own, that of Mr. 
Fuleli, his fublime and pleafing ideas 
will be

oculis fubjefla fidelibus,

reverberated to the minds of perfons of 
every country, by the engravings which 
that great artift is about to publifh, by 
fubfcription, from the pictures he has 
painted for his Milton Gallery in Queen 
Ann-ftreet Eaft. From the efforts of 
Mr. Fufeli’s pencil, we may expeft to 
fee the fame juftice done to the images of 
Milton that is done to thole of the fub­
lime Dante, in the more fublime picture 
of the Laft Judgment, by Michael An­
gelo, in the Siftini Chapel at Rome.

LORD MANSFIELD.

The following anecdote of the defigna- 
tion of this great Judge to the ftudy of 
the Law is told on the higheft autho­
rity:—One day, in company with Mr. 
Foley and feme other young men at 
Chrift Church, he mentioned his inten­
tion to take orders, and how fmall his 

profpefls were in that profefliqn. Mr. 
Foley expreffed his wonder at this, as he 
was certain, from Lord Mansfield’s .ge­
nerally acknowledged talents, he would 
rife to the greateft honours of the Bar. 
Lord Mansfield mentioned his pecuniary 
embarraffments, and that he had not in­
come enough to fupport Him till he made 
money by his profefiion. Mr. Foley 
immediately affhred him, that (if he 
Would permit him) he would give him, 
out of the income, four hundred pounds 
a-year, which his father allowed him, 
and which was much more than he 
wanted, one hundred and fifty pounds 
a-year for feven years. This, after 
much hefitation, Lord Mansfield ac­
cepted ; and to the generofity of his 
friend the Bar is indebted for one of its 
greateft ornaments. Lord Mansfield lived 
ever afterwards in habits'of the greateft 
intimacy and friendfhip with Mr. Foley 
(who afterwards became Lord Foley, 
and was known by the name of th» 
Batchelor Lord of that name), and ap­
pears to have been conftantly attentive 
to any one who bore the name of Foley.

NOEL D’ARGONNEt

“ As are the flowers, fo are the fruits 
of life,” fays this elegant writer. It 
was an obfervation of an acute Noble­
man, now at the Cape of Good Hope, 
“ that every man had in life what he 
wilhed to have.” But, alas ! when he 
made his eftimates, he did not take into 
the account the whole extent of it. The 
idle perfon did not forefee from his idle- 
nefs ignorance and difgrace; the ufe- 
leffnefs of his own life to himfelf or to 
others : the man of pleafare did not 
forefee poverty, and the extent of wrong. 
They have, however, no reafon to com­
plain of any thing but of themfelves, 
who were fo wonderfully fliort-fighted 
as, for prefent gratification, not to attend 
to the future confequences of the foolilh 
choice they had made.

Vwl. XXXIII. March 1798-. Z MR.
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MR. THOMAS GAINSBOROUGH.

The laft impreffions made on ftrong 
and fervid minds are, in general, thole 
that were made firft upon them.

That great Painter, Mr. Gainfbo- 
rough, nearly died with thefe words 
in his mouth : “ We are all going to- 
Heaven together ; and Vandyke (the 
painter to whom he looked up with the 
greateft veneration) is of the party.” 
That great flatefman Lord Grenville, 
in a delirium, not long before he died, 
mentioned the many embaffies he had 
performed, the high public fituations 
he had been in, that he had done fo 
and fo for particular perfons, and that 
he had provided for the Finches, &c.
11 Such in thefe moments as in all the pall,” 
fave that his good-humour, his elo­
quence, his learning, and his love of his 
country, did not appear in them.

GENERAL WOLFE.
This intrepid Officer laboured under 

a molt horrid difeafe of his bladder 
during the fiege of Quebec, in which he 
fo nobly fell; and laid to his furgeon, a 
few days before he died, “ I know you 
cannot cure my complaint, but pray 
make me up fo that I may be without 
pain for three days, and able to do my 
duty 5 that is all I want,”

LORD CHATHAM
Had been ill for a long time before, 

unhappily for the country, he fell down 
in the Houfe of Lords, and was ftruck 
with death. Mrs. Hood requeued him 
not to go to attend his duty in Parlia­
ment, as Hie was allured he would die 
if he did. il That I know very well, 
Madam,” replied he; “ but I am ftill 
refolved to go ; for I defire to live no 
longer than I can aft, no longer than I 
can attempt to ferve my country;” in 
this fpirited exclamation imitating Pom­
pey the Great, when he told his phy- 
fician, who wiihed him not to embark 
for his celebrated expedition againft the 
Pirates, “ There is no neceffity of liv­
ing, but there is a necelfity for my 
going.”

Lord Chatham, independent of his 
fagacity and of his eloquence, had many 
qualities requjfite to conftitute a great 
man. In public his manners were dig­
nified, in private they wefe fafcinating ; 
and his public education (that of the 
army) had given him the knowledge of 
the world, and that intuition into the 
characters of men which a private and 

a confined education can never procure,- 
and which is but too apt to render even- 
perfons of confiderable talents infolent 
and affuming, as having never paffed 
through the ufual gradations of difci- 
pline and of fubordination.

MONTESQUIEU,
In one of his pofthumous worksr 

fpeaking of Gothic architecture, fays, 
“ This architecture appears extremely 
varied; but the confufion of its orna­
ments fatigues the mind by their fmall- 
nefs, which is the reafon that we cannot 
diftinguifh one from the other; and their 
number is fo great, that there is no 
fingle one upon which the eye can reft ; 
fo that it difpleafes even by the means 
that have been taken to make it pleafe.” 
Montefquieu appears to be miftaken in 
this pofition. The fmallnefs and in­
finity of the ornaments certainly exhibit 
no particular effect of any parr, but 
caufe them to be loft in the general 
effedt of the whole, and rather make it 
appear as one rough furface than as 
divided into certain minute portions. 
The late Mr. Thomas Warton has fome 
excellent obfervations on Gothic archi­
tecture, in his notes on his ‘ Fairy 
Queenand left behind in MS. many 
more, which we hope will foon be 
printed under the infpeftion of his 
elegant and claffical brother.

SIR JOSHUA REYNOLDS, KNT. PRE­
SIDENT OF THE ROYAL ACADEMY.

Though this great Painter, as Dr. 
Rawley fays of his godlike patron Lord 
Bacon, was no great plodder upon 
books, yet from the converfation of 
other perfons, from his own well-di- 
redted reading, and from the natural 
fagacity of his mind, he had collected 
together fuch a variety of materials on 
molt fubjefts, that his writings and 
converfation teemed with general po- 
fitions, and with abltraft propofitions, 
that refembled very much the apho- 
rifms of Lord Verulam himfelf. To 
the ingenious Mr. Malone the world is 
much indebted for printing, in his ‘ Life 
of Sir Jofhua,1 fome of his MSS, ob­
fervations ou his own profeffion, “in 
which one particularly fees that power 
of generalization, the concomitant of 
genius, and the attendant upon great 
and forcible minds.” Sir Jofhua fays, 
with that ingenuoufnefs in owning his 
defefts which a mind confcious of fu- 
periority only will exhibit, “Not having 

3 the
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the advantage of an early academical 
education, I never poffeffed that facility 
of drawing the naked figure which an 
artift ought to have. It appeared to me 
.too late, when I went to Italy, and 
began to feel my own deficiencies, to 
■endeavour to acquire that readinefs of 
invention which I obferved others to 
poffefs. I confoled myfelf, however, 
by remarking, that thofe ready in­
ventors are extremely apt to acquiefce 
in imperfection ; and that if I had not 
their facility, I Ihould., for this very 
reafon, be-more likely to avoid the de­
left which too often accompanies it, a 
trite and common-place mode of inven­
tion. How difficult it is for the artift 
who profeffes this facility to guard 
againft carelefihefs and common-place 
invention, is well known; and in 
Metaftafio, in a kindred art, is an emi­
nent inftance, who always complained 
of the great difficulty of obtaining cor- 
reftnefs, in conlequence of having been 
in his youth an improvifitore *.  . . . 
I confidered myfelf as playing a great 
game in art,” adds Sir Jofhua, “and 
inftead of beginning to fave money, I 
laid it out fafter than I got it, in pur­
chafing the beft examples of art that 

■could be procured ; for I even borrowed 
money for this purpofe. Thepoffeffing 
portraits by Titian, Vandyke, and Rem- 
brant, I confidered as the beft kind of 
wealth. By ftudying carefully the 
works of the great mailers, this ad­
vantage is obtained ; we find that cer­
tain niceties of expreffion are capable of 
being executed which otherwife we 
might fuppofe beyond the reach of art. 
This gives us a confidence in ourfelves, 
and we are thus incited, not only to 
endeavour at the fame happinefs of 
execution, but alfo at other congenial 
excellencies. Study, indeed, confifts in 
learning to fee nature, and may be 
called the art of ufing other men’s 
minds f. By this kind of contemplation 
and exertion we are taught to think in 

* The late acute Dr. Adam Smith ufed to fay, that he never knew any young perfons, 
in the different claffes which he taught in Scotland, ever come to any excellence, if they were 
foOn fatisfied with their own performances.

•f' So Virgil, by imitation, made ufe of the mind of Homer, and incorporated with bis Epic 
Poem beauties in fome refpefts fuperior to his prototype. A dwarf on the back of a giant 
will fee farther than the giant alone ; and he that follows another has a wider horizon afforded 
him to view than he who preceded him. It is curious to obferve, that in the Royal Academy 
there is not a fingle good foreign pifture for the ftudents to copy ; fo that the little progress 
that has been made in the art of painting in our times, in our own country, cannot appear 
flrange to thofe perfons who confider the matter. We, indeed, as if in fear that our artifls 
Ihould improve, fuffered the Houghton Collection to be fent out of the country into the land 
of the Goths and Vandals.

Z a. affording

their way, and fometimes to attain to 
their excellencies. Thus, for inftance, 
if I had never feen any of the works of 
Corregio, I Ihould perhaps have never 
remarked in nature the expreffion which 
I find in one .of his pictures; or, if I 
had remarked it, I Ihould have thought 
it too difficult, or perhaps impoffible, to 
be executed.”

“ So defirous was he,” fays his inge­
nious Biographer, “ that the Cathedral 
of St. Paul’s Ihould be decorated with 
fculpture .(which he thought would be 
highly beneficial to the Arts), that he 
prevailed upon thofe who were con­
cerned with him in the management of 
Dr. Johnfon’s monument, to confent 
that it Ihould be placed in that Cathe­
dral. In confequence of the ardour 
which he difplayed upon the fubjeft, it 
was thought proper to depofit his body 
in the crypt of that magnificent church ; 
which, indeed, had another claim alfo 
to the remains of this great Painter; 
for in the fame ground (though the 
ancient building conftrufted upon it has 
given place to another edifice) was in­
terred, in the middle of the laft cen­
tury, his great predeceffor Sir Anthony 
Vandyke ;” his inferior in two branches 
of the art, in light and fhade, and in 
beauty and variety of back-ground. 
To depofit Sir Joihua’s corpfe in the 
crypt of St. Paul’s, is doing very little 
honour to his talents, and by no means 
bringing them into remembrance; un- 
lefs a ftarue or a monument, of fome 
fize and fplendour, indicate where the 
remains of the Britilh Apelles, the 
painter of grace and expreffions, are 
depofited.

FATHER PAUL SARPT.
The dying wilh of this great patriot 

of Venice has not been fulfilled, “ EJlo 
perpetua /”—May it laft for ever 1—• 
The power of the French, which, like 
a baleful comet, does milchief to the 
general fyftem of the Univerfe, without
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affording to itfelf either fuperior heat or 
fplendor, has demolifhed that Republic, 
which had continued twelve hundred 
years, and which our Harrington thought 
incapable of decay from any internal de­
left in its conftitution, An infcription 
was feme years ago put upon the Doge’s 
palace at Venice, which has been but too 
fatally realized in our time :

Pruc'entia Patrum periit, 
Imprudentia juvenum imperat, 
Rtfpublica recens ruit.

The prudence of our Senators is extinguifhed, 
The imprudence of our young men governs, 
The Republic is going headlong to ruin.

DESMAHIS.

The oppreffve fenfation and the caufe 
of ennui were never better defcribed than 
by this elegant French poet:

ENNUI.
Ce fommeil fatiguant de 1’ame, 

Ne de gene & du Icifir,
De nos jours ufe plus la trame 

Que la douleur & le plaifir.
Of the dull foul opprefHve fleSp,

Born of conftraint and too much leifure, 
More on the llretch life’s thread you keep

Than either anguilh or than pleafure.

It is the observation of a learned Phy- 
fician in this metropolis, that many per­
lons incur diforders that lead often to 
death by mere ennui.

DR. LANCASTER.
Says in a MS. Letter :—“ I never heard 

Englifli Printers blamed fo much for 
any thing, as for their papers being too 
white. I have found by experience that 
eyes are very good things, and yet I will 
not fay that I found it out at firft, for 
they fay old Friar Bacon knew it, and 
even fbme Antediluvians lived long 
enough to have difeovered it. Now 
brown paper preferves the eye better than 
white, and for that reaibn the wife Chi- 
nefe write upon brown. Sb the Egyp­
tians, lo Aldus and Stephens printed, 
and on fuch paper or vellum are old

MSS. written ; and when authors and. 
readers agree to be wifer, we (hall avoid 
printing on a glaring nubile paper."

MR. THWAITES.

In a letter from this Gentleman to 
Dr. Charlett, he fays,

“ Qxon, Augttji 28, 1700.
“ The Prophets are here at th.e Grey­

hound ; they made themfelves. known by 
ftrange convulfions and abrupt talk yef- 
terday. I was there at three ; too Mas­
ters of Arts (I think) might be there, 
and 150 more perfons. We ftayed ar, 
hour, but no motion. There are four 
Prophetic Women, as the two men call 
them. One of the men was a Scholar of 
Cambridge. He is cunning, and has 
temper. His name is Lardner, the other’s 
Jackfon. When Lacy’s learning was 
read by one of the men, fome of us ob­
jected too much, and hindered the coming 
of what they call the Spirit (w/A). 
They have more names for it. In the 
mean time the Vice-Chancellor came and 
difperfed us. I cannot exprefs the con- 
fufion ; but in three minutes he made the 
houfe eafy. The Prophets were to march 
by his order in an hour, but their linen 
being out, they ftay till to-morrow. 
They are become the Conftable’s ward,”

ROBINSON, BISHOP OF BRISTOL, 
LORD PRIVY SEAL.

The drefs of this great Prelate, whilft 
he was Ambaffador at the Hague, is thus 
defcribed in a MS. letter of the tiin^s :

“His Lordfliip’s drefs is very noble ; 
the caffock is of black velvet, the lining 
black with gold edging and taffels, mixed 
with black, and the gown in the fliape 
of a Mafter of Arts’ gown, of purple 
velvet. This is his common habit, with 
the Badge or Regifter of the Order of the 
Garter hanging at his breaft. His ce­
remony habit (with which he is to ap­
pear at the Congrefs) is a flowing robe 
of purple, laced very much with gold, 
the train of which is to be borne up by 
his pages.”

jBbhsb
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The Four Ages ; together with Effays on various Subjects. By William Jackfon, 
of Exeter. 8vo. Cadell and Davies. 1798.

THIS Author, in an Advertifement 
prefixed, fays, “ The greateft part 

of thefe Effays fliould be confidered as 
Iketches for a periodical paper, which 
was once intended for publication ; they 
are in confequence upon familiar fubjefts, 
and treated as fuch. The Four Ages, 
and other pieces (eafily diftinguifhed) 
made no part of the above defign 5 but 
though lefs proper for a paper, they are 
more fo for a book, which may be con­
fidered as an addition to the thirty 
LETTERS already publifhed by the fame 
Author.”

The Ancients (he obferves) held that 
the different hates of locie.ty were aptly 
expreffed by being termed the Golden 
Age, the Silver, the Brazen, and the Iron. 
They conceived that the firft ftate of man 
was fnperior to all fucceeding ftates, as 
gold is beyond other metals ; that the 
lecond age had as much degenerated from 
the perfection of the firft, as the value 
of filver is below gold ; that the third 
was fo far removed from primitive ex­
cellence, as to deferve the appellation of 
the Brazen Age ; and that the fourth, 
unhappily for us, is the laft ftate of de­
generacy, and deferves no better epithet 
than what the cheapeft and moft worth- 
lefs metal afforded. We live in the Iron 
Age.

In contradiction to the opinion of the 
Ancients, and perhaps of the Moderns, 
the Author inverts the order, and en­
deavours, plaufibly at leaft, to prove that 
the firft was the Iron Age, and the laft, 
when it fhall pleafe Heaven to fend it, 
will be that of Gold—no Golden Age 
having yet exifted, except in the imagi­
nation of poets.

He then notices the coincidences to be 

found in various uncivilized countries, 
though diftant from each other, and 
marks the charafleriftics of the firft ftate 
of man in his favage ftate, which he 
denominates very properly the Iron Age. 
The Biazen Age then lucceeds, which 
he confiders as that ftate of lociety when 
people begin to refufe immediate grati­
fication for future convenience. The 
charafteriftics of this period are then 
pointed out, which bring on the Silver 
Age, which is fuppofed to be the prefent. 
The improvements of the prefent times 
in preference to the paft are then cur- 
forily enumerated and diicufled, and the 
Author concludes a very entertaining 
difquifition in the following terms :

“ If the progrefs of human attain­
ments lead at laft to that Golden Age 
which the Ancients held to be our pri­
mitive ftate, the philofopher will con- 
fider this as the happy future ftate of 
fociety—a ftate of reward to the fpecies, 
not to the individual—a ftate of blifs, 
the natural confequence of fcientific and 
virtuous exertions.

“ Thus we have endeavoured to fhew, 
that nothing but rudenefs can exift in 
the firft age, that it becomes fmoother in 
the fecond, and more polilhed in the third; 
but that we are not to look for the laft 
degree of refinement, until human nature, 
having proceeded through all the different 
ftages of improvement, becomes perfectly 
inftruCled by fcience, and purified by 
virtue.”

The Effays which follow are on thefe 
fubjeCls : — On Gothic Architecture. 
The middle Way not always belt. The 
Villa. On Wit. An Indian Tale. 
Different Ufes of Reading and Conver- 
fation. Character of Gainfborough. 
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Character of Sir Jofh.ua Reynolds. Whe­
ther genius be born or acquired. The 
Venetian, French Captain, and Prieft. 
The Bard. The Ghoft. On Gentlemen 
Artifts. Coincidences. On Literary 
Thievery. On Pope’s Epitaphs.' The 
Hermit. The Reftraint of Society. On 
Rhyme. Odd Numbers. Late. Ul'e 
of Accumulation, On a Reform in Par­
liament. Authors fhould not- exceed 
common Judgment. On the joining 
Poetry with Mufic. Almanacks. Au­
thors improperly paired. The Cup­
bearer, an Indian Tale. On Beauty. 
An odd Character. Something beyond 
.us neceffary. Influence of Appellations. 
On Executions. A proper Length ne- 
ceffary for Mufical and Literary Pro- 
du&ions. Aboulhamed and the Brahmin. 
On Antiquities. On Derivation. On 
Climate. On Poetical and Mufical Ear. 
On Mental and Corporeal Plealure.

At page 4.7, Mr. Jackfon, bymiftake, 
afcribes the brutality of Sir Edward 
Coke, at Ralegh’s trial, to Noy.

As a fpecimen of this work, we fhall 
extrail the following character of Gainf- 
borough the celebrated Painter

“ In the early part of my life I became 
acquainted with Thomas Gainfborough 
the painter; and as his character was, 
perhaps, better known to me than to any 
other perfon, I will endeavour to divert 
myfelf of every partiality, and fpeak of 
him as he really was. I am the rather 
induced to this, by feeing accounts of 
him and his works given by people who 
were unacquainted with either, and, 
ccnfequently, have been miftaken in 
both-

“ Gainfborough"’s profeffion was paint­
ing, and mufic was his amul’ement—yet, 
there were times when mufic feemed to 
be his employment, and painting his di- 
yerfion, As his fkill in mufic has been 
celebrated, I will, before I fpeak of him 
as a painter, mention what degree of 
merit he poffeffed as a mufician.

“ When I firft knew him he lived at 
Bath, .where Giardini had been exhibit­
ing his then unrivalled powers on the 
violin. His excellent performance made 
Gainfborough enamoured of that inftru- 
ment •, and conceiving, like the Servant- 
maid in the Spectator, that the mufic lay 
in,the fiddle, he was frantic until he pof­
feffed the wry inftrument which had 
given him fo much pleafure—but feemed 

much furprized that the mufic of it re­
mained behind with Giardini!

“ He had fcarcely recovered this fhock 
(for it was a great one to him) when he 
heard Abel on the viol-di-gamba. The 
violin was hung on the willow—Abel’s 
viol-di-gamba was purchafed, and the 
houfe refounded with melodious thirds 
and fifths from “ morn to dewy eve !” 
Many an Adagio and many a Minuet 
were begun, but none completed—this 
was wonderful, as it was Abel’s own 
inftrument, and therefore ought to have 
produced Abel’s own mufic I

“ Fortunately, my friend’s paffion had 
now a frefh object—Fifcher’s hautboy— 
but I do not recoiled that he deprived 
Fifcher of his inftrument : and though 
he procured a hautboy, I never heard 
him make the leaft attempt on it. Pro­
bably his ear was too delicate to bear the 
difagreeable founds which neceffarily at­
tend the firft beginnings on a wind in­
ftrument. Fie leemed to content himlelf 
with what he heard in public, and getting 
Fifcher to play to him in private—not 
on the hautboy, but the violin—but this 
was a profound f'ecret, for Fifcher knew 
that his reputation was in danger if he 
pretended to excel on two inftruments*.

“ The next time I law Gainfborough 
it was in the character of King David. 
He had heard a harper at Bath—the per­
former was foon left harplels—and now 
Fifcher, Abel, and Giardini were all 
forgotten—there was nothing like chords 
and arpeggios ! He really ftuck to the 
harp long enough to play feveral airs 
with variations, and, in a little time, 
would nearly have exhaurted all the pieces 
ufually performed on an inftrument in­
capable of modulation (this was not a 
pedal-harp), when another vifit from 
Abel brought him back to the viol-di- 
gamba.

‘f He now faw the imperfection of 
fudden founds that inftantly die away—if 
you wanted a fiaccato, it was to be had 
by a proper management of the bow, and 
you might ailb have notes as long as you 
pteafc. The viol di-gamba is the only 
inftrument, and Abel the prince of ide- 
ficians !

“ I his, and occasionally a little flirta­
tion with the fiddle, continued fome 
years ; when, as ill luck would have it, 
he heard Crofdill—but, by fome irregu­
larity of conduct, for which I cannot 

tf * It was at this time that I heard Fifcher play a folo on the violin, and accompany 
himfelf on the fame inftrument—the air of the folo was executed with the bow, and die 
accompaniment fiixzicaio with the unemployed fingers of his left hand.

account,

Jofh.ua
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account, he neither took up, nor bought 
the violoncello. All his paffion for the 
Bafs was vented in defcriptions of Crof- 
dill’s tone and bowing, which was rap­
turous and enthufiaftic to the laft degree.

“ More years now pafi'ed away, when 
upon feeing a Theorbo in a picture of 
Vandyke’s ; he concluded (perhaps, be- 
caufe it was finely painted) that the 
Theorbo mull be a line inftrument. He 
recollected to have heard of a German 
profeflor, who, though no more, I fliall 
forbear to name — afcended per varios 
gradus to his garret, where he found 
him at dinner upon a roafted apple, and 
fmoking a pipe—* * * fays he, I am 
come to buy your lute—

‘ To pay my lude
te Yes—-come, name your price, and 

here is your money.”
‘ I cannod Jbeil my lude !'
“ No, not for a guinea or two, but by 

G— you mud fell it.”
‘ May lude ijb wert much monnay ! it 

ijh -wert ten guinea.'
“ That it is—fee, here is the money.”
‘ ZTell—if I mujbt-~but you will not 

take it away yourjhelf?'
“ Yes, yes—good bye * *
C( (After he had gone down he came 

up again)
“ * * * I have done but half my 

errand—What is your lute worth, if I 
have not your book ?”

‘ IVhadpoogt Maijbter Cainfporougb ?'
“ Why the book of airs you have 

com poled for the lute.”
‘ -Ah, py cot, I can never part wit mv 

poog r
“ Poh! you can make another at any 

time—this is the book I mean (putting 
it in his pocket).”

‘ Ab, py cot, I cannot'—
fc Come, come, here’s another ten gui­

neas for your book—fo, once more, good 
day t’ye—(defcends again, and again 
comes up) But what ule is your book 
to me, if I don’t underhand it ?—and 
your lute—-you may take it again, if 
you won’t teach me to play on it—Come 
home with me, and give me my firft 
ieffdn—”

‘ I will gome to marrow.'
“ You muft come now.”
* I mujbt trefs myjbelf.'
(( Fow what ? You are the belt figure 

I have feen to day—”
* Ay mujbt be Jbave—'
“ I honour your beard 1”
4 Ay mujbt bud on my wik
“ D—n your wig ! your cap and beard 

become you ! do you think if Vandyke 
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was to paint you he'd let you be 
fhaved ?”

“ In this manner he frittered away his. 
mufical talents ; and though pofl'efled of 
ear, tafte, and genius, he never had ap­
plication enough to learn his notes. He 
icorned to take the firft ftep, the fecond 
was of eourfe out of his reach ; and the 
fummit became unattainable.

“ As a painter, his abilities may be 
confidered in three different departments.

tf Portrait,
44 Landfcape, and
44 Groups of Figures—to which muft 

be added his Drawings.
44 To take thefe in the abovementioned 

order.
“ The firft confideration in a portrait,, 

efpecially to the purchafer, is, that it 
be a perfect likenefs of the fitter — in 
this refpeft, his fki.ll was unrivalled— 
the next point is, that it is a good 
pidure—here, he has as often failed as 
fucceeded. He failed by affefting a thin 
walhy colouring, and a hatching ftyle of 
pencilling—but when, from accident or 
choice, he painted in the manly fubftan- 
tial ftyle of Vandyke, he was very little, 
if at all, his inferior. It Ihews a great 
defeft in judgment, to be from choice, 
wrong, when we know what is right. 
Perhaps, his belt portrait is that known 
among the painters by the name of the 
Blue-boy—-it was in the pofleflion of Mr. 
Buttall, near Newport-market.

44 There are three different arras in his 
landfcapeS’—his firft manner was an imi­
tation of Ruyfdael, with more various 
colouring—the fecond, was an extrava­
gant loofenefs of pencilling; which, 
though reprehenfible, none but a great 
matter can poffefs—his third manner, was 
a folid firm ftyle of touch.

At this laft period he pofl’efled his 
greateft powers, and was (what every 
painter is at fpme time or other) fond of 
varnirh. This produced the ufualefrefls 
—improved the picture for two or three 
months ; then ruined it for ever ! With 
all his excellence in this branch of the 
art, he was a great mannerift—but the 
worft of his pictures have a value, from 
the facility of execution—which excel­
lence I fliall again mention.

44 His groups of figures are, Tor the 
moft part, very pleafing, though unna­
tural—for a town-girl, with her cloaths 
in rags, is not a ragged country girl. 
Notwithstanding this remark, there are 
numberlefs initances of his groups at the 
door of a cottage, 01 by a fire in a wood, 
&c. that are fo pleafing as to .difarni 

criticiftn.
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criticifm. He femetimes (like Murillo) 
gave intereft to a fingle figure —; his 
Shepherd’s boy, Woodman, Girl and 
Pigs, are equal to the beft pictures on 
liich fubjecls—his Fighting Dogs, Girl 
warming herfelf, and fome others, fhew 
his great powers in this ftyie of painting. 
The very diftinguifhed rank the Girl and 
Pigs held at M. Calonne’s fale, in com­
pany with fome of the beft pictures of 
the beft mafters, will fully juftify a com­
mendation which might elfe feem extra­
vagant.

“ It I were to reft his reputation upon 
one point, it fhould be on his Drawings. 
No man ever peffefied methods fo various 
in producing effeft, and all excellent— 
his waflry, hatching ftyie, was here in 
its proper element. The fubjed whiqh 
is fcarce enough for a picture, is fufficient 
for a drawing, and the hafty loofe hand­
ling, which in painting is poor, is rich 
in a tranfparent walh of biftre and Indian 
ink. Perhaps the quickeft effects ever 
produced, were in fome of his drawings ; 
and this leads me to take up again his 
facility of execution.

“ Many of his pictures have no other 
merit than this facility ; and yet, having 
it, are undoubtedly valuable. His draw­
ings almoft reft on this quality alone for 
their value 5 but poflefling it in an emi­
nent degree (and as no drawing can have 
any merit where it is wanting) his works, 
therefore, in this branch of the art, ap­
proach nearer to perfection than his 
paintings.

“If the term facility explain not itfelf; 
inftead of a definition, I will illuftrate 
it.

“ Should a performer of middling exe­
cution on the violin contrive to get 
through his piece, the moft that can be 
laid, is, that he has not failed in his at­
tempt. Should Cramer perform the fame 
mufic, it would be fo much within his 
powers, that it would be executed with 
eafe. Now, the fuperiority of pleafure, 
which arifes from the execution of a 
Cramer, is enjoyed from the facility of a 
Gainibor^ugh. A poor piece performed 
by one, or a poor fubjeci taken by the 
other, give more pleafure by the manner 

in which they are treated, than a good 
piece of mufic, and a fublime fubjeci in 
the hands of artifts that have not the 
means by which effe&s are produced, in 
fubjeci ion to them. To a good painter or 
mufician this illuftration was needlefs ; 
and yet, by them only, perhaps, it will 
be felt and underftood.

“ By way of addition to this fketch of 
Gainfborough, let me mention a few mif- 
cellaneous particulars.

“ He had no relifn for hiftorical paint­
ing— he never fold, but always gave 
away- his drawings ; commonly to per­
lons who were perfectly ignorant of their 
value *.  He hated the harpfichord and 
the piano-forte. He difliked finghng, 
particularly in parts. He detefted read­
ing ; but was fo like Sterne in his letters, 
that, if it were not for an originality that 
could be copied from no one, it might 
be fuppofed that he had formed his ftyie 
upon a clofe imitation of that author. 
He had as much pleafure in looking at a 
violin as in hearing it—I have feen him 
for many minutes furveying, in filence, 
the perfections of an inftrument, from 
the juft proportion of the model, and 
beauty of the workmanfltip.

“ His converfation was fprightly, but 
licentious—his favourite fubjecis were 
mufic and painting, which he treated in 
a manner peculiarly his own. The com­
mon topics, or any of a fuperior caft, ha 
thoroughly hated, and always interrupted 
by' fome ftroke of wit or humour.

“ The indiferiminate admirers of my 
late friend will confider this fketch of his 
charafler as far beneath his merit; but 
it muft be remembered, that my wifh was 
not.to make it perfect, but juft. The 
fame principle obliges me to add—that 
as to his common acquaintance he was 
fprightly and agreeable, fo to his inti­
mate friends he was fincere and honeft, 
and.that his heart was always alive to 
every feeling of honour and generoiity.

“ He died with this exprefiion—‘ We 
are all going to Heaven, and Vandyke is 
of the party’—Strongly expreffive of a 
good heart, a quiet confcience, and a 
love for his profeffion, which only left 
him with his life.”

te * He prefented twenty drawings to a lady, who pafted them to the wainfcct of her 
drefling-room. Some time after the left the houfe : the drawings, of courfe, become ths 
temporary property of every tenant.”

The
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The Hiftory of Devon/hire. In Three Volumes. By the Rev.Richard Polwhele*,  
of Polwhele, in Cornwall, and late of Chrift Church, Oxford. Vol. I. [Part I.] 
Folio. 176 pages. Cadell, Johnfon, and Dilly. 1797.

* See Memoirs of this Gentleman, with a Lift of his Literary Productions, Vol. xxvni. 
p. 329.

Vol. XXXIII. March 1798. A a If

TO the induftry and talents of Mr.
Polwhele the Public have been in­

debted for much amufement and much 
inftruftion. The great object that now- 
engages his attention muft, when com­
pleted, form a valuable addition to the 

, provincial hiftory of our Country ; and 
viewing it as the work of an individual, 
almoft unaided, and (as we gather from 
'hints here and there Icattered) deprefled 
by the uncharitable conftruftions or fome, 
and the parfimony of others, we cannot 
withhold the meed of praife due to 
learned labours fo ufefully direfted.

The Author's defign extends to Three 
Volumes. Of thefe the Second, con­
taining a portion of the Chorography of 
the County, appeared in the year 1794., 
and was duly noticed by us (Vol. xxvi. 
p. 197, &c.). If the reader will take 
the trouble to make the reference, he will 
there find Mr. Polwhele’s realbn for be­
ginning his publication with the Second 
Volume.

The Firft Volume is intended to com­
prize The Natural Hiftory of Devonlhire ; 
alto The Government, Religion, Archi­
tecture, Arts, Manufactures, Commerce, 
Language and Learning, Perfons and 
Population, Charafters, Manners, and 
Cuftoms of the Danmonians.

Thefe fubjefts are defigned to be 
treated under eight Divisions of Time, 
each Period being complete in all the 
feveral points : viz.

I. From the Firft Settlement to the 
.Arrival of Julius Caefar.

II. Frofri Julius Caefar to Vortigern.
III. From Vortigern to William the 

Conqueror. ’ r
IV. From William the Conqueror to 

Edward the Firft.
V. The Saxo-Lancaftrian-Yorkifh Pe­

riod.
VI. The Period of the United Houfes 

and Crowns.
VII. The Period of the Rebellion and 

Restoration.
VIII. The Period of the Revolution 

and the United Kingdoms, to the Year 
1790.

Of a defign of fuch magnitude the 
Fir JI Period is all that we have now be­

fore us. But in a Poftfcript Mr. Pol­
whele fays, “ It is in this manner that 
I have carried the whole of the General 
Hiftory from the point where I now 
break off, through the times of the Ro­
mans, the Saxons, the Danes, the Nor­
mans, &c. &c. to the Year 1790. The 
voluminous papers containing thefe ex- 
tenfive refearches, all as complete as 
thofe here printed (and fome indeed much 
more finifhed) have been for feveral years 
depofited on my (helves. As I proceed 
with the printing, all that remains to be 
done is to retrench exuberances ; other- 
wife the Firft Volume wculd run out to 
at leaft 1500 pages. The papers for the 
Third Volume are in the fame ftate of 
preparation.”

The following remarks of this inde­
fatigable Author we read and tranfcribe 
with concern :

“ Several of my fubfcribers have long 
ago feen this vaft accumulation of papers 
with their own eyes; having noticed 
their arrangement, and lamented that any 
obftacles remained between the MS. and 
the Prefs; and when I aflert that I feel 
a weight on my mind, which will not be 
removed till I have publilhed the whole, 
no one, I think, poflefling common can­
dour, can doubt the truth of my decla­
ration. Who indeed, after having de­
voted his days and nights, for years, to 
fuch arrangements, could acquiefce in 
the dreary profpeft of. MSS. diftributed 
along the (helves of his library, however 
orderly the diftribution ? After all his 
labours, would he fit down compofedly 
with a view of his quiefcent papers faft 
gathering the drift of oblivion ? Con- 
fcious that he had done as much, within 
a given fpace of time, as any perfon in 
his own line of refearch had ever done; 
could he enjoy his cbnfcioufnefs amidft 
the retirement of a ftudy ; whilft many 
without (who <£ would not believe till 
they faw”) were hardy enough to declare 
that he had done nothing ? The caufe 
of thefufpenfion of the work is [ufficiently 
obvious. Every nominal fubl?riber muft 
perceive it ; though, to [mother the fenfe 
of his own me anriefs, he is mofl clamorous 
in complaining of the delay.'
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If (as we fufpecl) the author has been 
made the dupe of men who had cruelty- 
enough to hold out fallacious promiles of 
patronage, or of pecuniary or literary 
aififtance, without meaning to accord 
either the one or the other, we cannot 
wonder at. the forenefs evinced in the 
preceding quotation.

Mr. P. then proceeds to remark on 
fuch gentlemen as have, during the pro- 
grefs of his voluminous Hiftory, pub- 
lilhtd fmaller work? that in fome degree 
interfere with, and anticipate certain 
parts of his plan. Of one perlon in 
particular he fpeaks with fome afperity, 
acculing him in plain terms of having 
deceived him. It teems they vifited to­
gether the remains of antiquities, and 
mutually communicated their observations 
on the Ipot without referve. Yet the 
gentleman alluded to has, we find, fince 
“fli. Pied for the public eye thofe ’very 
articles only which evidently interfered 
with a writer (Mr. P. himfelf) to ivhfe 
pin fats he always pretended to wifo fuc- 
cefs. and whom he bad pr yffed to fer’ve 
by coll - ling thole identical materials.'"

We have in the early part of this ar- 
tic'e given the reader an idea of the pro­
pmed contents of the Pirji Volume. The 
Second has been already reviewed by us. 
The Third is intended to continue and 
complete the Chorography fo largely- 
treated in the Second V olume, with an 
Appendix of Curious Papers, and a Ge­
neral Index. Mr. P. promiics to pro­
ceed with the printing of the work * till 
it fiiall be completed. “ For the manner 
(lays he) in which the work will in fu­
ture be brought forward, let me obferve, 
that it is the only one by which juftice 
can be done to the fubjefl. With refpeT 
to the Firft Volume, for inftance, I could 
eafily print an abridgement of all the 
papers defig.ied for it in 400 pages. 
This would have fatisfied a great num­
ber of my fubfenbers ; but it would have 
been merely an Lflorical outline of De- 
vonfliire- By publifhing the hiftory in 
portions or numbers, I fhall pay a proper 
attention to every part of it; but this 
will be necefiarily a How and tedious 
publication.” I

* The Second Part of the Firft Volume (including the Roman,- Saxcn, and Norman 
Periods) is, we underftand, in the prefs.

and

It is evident enough that our Author 
has fuffered much mortification from 
promiles never perl jjmed, and from re-, 
flefiions ungenerous in themfelves, and 
rendered more illiberal by coming from 
perlons' to whole negligence perhaps the

delay complained of may be principally 
attributable. We cannot poffibly be com­
petent to judge between Mr. P. and the 
perlons in queftion ; bvt in the fincerity 
of our hearts we declare, that of pro ­
vincial hiftories we know very few with 
fironger claims to public encouragement 
than the prefent.

Tht| Author, we fee, by perm i flion, 
dedicates his Firft Volume to a munificent 
Patron, the King ; who, we fmcerely 
hope, will not overlook the following 
paffage in the Infcription : “ I Ihall pro- 
fecute my undertaking with unremitting 
zeal; nor, anndji all the discourage­
ments with which f haZ'e to contend, 
fh.all I reft fatisfied with my labours till 
I have laid my whole Collection of Pa­
pers for the Hiftory of Devonfhire at the 
feet of Your Majefty.”

Thus far of explanation as to the Na­
ture and Conduct of Mr. Pclwhele’s un­
dertaking ; -and thus much we have 
thought it neceffary to fay in order to 
account to our Readers for the retrograde 
and partial mode of publication that our 
Author has adopted.

The Volume (or rather Part of a Vo­
lume) now before us begins with a Ge­
neral Defeription of the County, which 
i§ followed by fome ingenious Remarks 
on the Air and Weather, illuftrated by 
copious Extracts from different writers 
on that fubieft. In that part which 
treats of Thunder-ftorms, the following 
paffage from Prince is introduced :

“ In the year cl our Lord 1638, Oct. 
21, being Sunday, and the congregation 
being gathered together in the parilh 
church of Wydecombe, in the afternoon, 
in fervice time, there happened a very 
great darknefs, which frill increafed to 
that degree, that they could not fee to 
read: ibon after a terrible and fearful 
thunder was heard, like the noife of many- 
great guns, accompanied- with dreadful 
lightning, to the great amazement of the 
people; the darknefs ftill encreafing that 
they could not fee each other; when 
there prefently came fuch an extraordi­
nary flame of lightning as filled the 
church with fire, Imoak, and a loathfome 
finell like brimftone ; a ball of fire came 
in likewife at the window, and pafled 
through the church, which fo affrighted 
the congregation that moft of them fell 
down in their feats, fome upon their 
knees, others on their faces, and fome 
one upon another, crying out of burning
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and fcalding, and all giving up them­
felves for dead. This our Mr. George 
Lyde was in his pulpit, and although 
much aftonilhed, yet, through divine 
mercy, had no harm j but was a lad 
fpectator of the hurt and fufferings of 
others, the lightning leizing on his wife, 
and burning her cloaths and many parts 
of her body, and another gentlewoman 
by her in the fame manner; but her maid 
and child fitting at the pew door had no 
hurt; another woman attempting to run 
out of the church, had her cloaths fet on 
fire, and was fo miferably fcorched and 
burned, that Ihe died the fame night. 
One Mr. Mead had his head fuddenly 
ftruck againft the wall in the feat with 
fuch violence, that he alfo died the fame 
night, no other hurt being obferved, his 
fon fetting by him had no harm. At the 
fame inftant, another man had his head 
cloven, his fkull wrent into three pieces, 
and his brains thrown upon the ground 
whole j but the hair of his head, through 
the violence of the blow, ftuck faft to a 
pillar near him, where it remained a woe­
ful fpeClacle a long while after. Some 
feats in the body of the church were 
turned upfide down, yet thole who fate 
in them had little or no hurt. One man 
going out of the chancel door, his dog 
ran before him, who was whirled about 
towards the door, and fell down liark 
dead, upon which the matter ftepped back 
and was preferred. The church itfelf 
was much torn and defaced with the 
thunder and lightning ; a beam whereof 
breaking in the midft, fell down between 
the minifter and clerk, and hurt neither: 
the fteeple was much wrent; and it was 
obferved, where the church was molt 
torn, there the lealt hurt was done among 
the people. There were none hurted 
with the timber or ftone, but one maid, 
who it was judged was killed by the fall 
of a Hone ; which might eafily happen, 
fmee ftones were thrown down from the 
fteeple as faft as if it had been by an 
hundred men. A pinnacle of the tower 
being thrown down, beat through the 
church : the pillar againft which the 
pulpit ftood being newly whited, was 
turned black and lulphury. There were 
in all four perfons killed, and fixty-two 
hurt, divers of them having their linen 
burnt, though their outwaid garments 
were not lb much as firiged. The light­
ning being palled, and the people in a 
terrible ’maze, a gentleman in the town 
ftood up and laid, ‘ Neighbours, in the 
■name of God (hall we venture out of the 
church To whom Mr. Lyde, the 
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Minifter, anfwered, ‘ Let us make an 
end with prayer, for it is better to die 
here than in another place.’ But the 
people looking about them, and feeing 
the church fo terribly wrent and torn over 
their heads, durft not proceed in the pub­
lic devotions, but went out of the church; 
and at the fame time the bowling alley, 
near the church-yard, was turned into 
pits and heaps, as if it had been plowed.” 
Mr. Prince then enquires into the caufe, 
the effeCts, and the end of fuch occur­
rences, with the formality of a philo- 
fopher without the fagacity, and the 
zeal of a divine without the fobriety. 
The brains of the man that were daflied 
out againft the wall, fo deeply funk into 
it (laid the lexton who fnewed me the 
church) that every attempt to waflr out 
the ftain was ineffectual; and the only 
experiment was to plaifter the ftones. 
Of this occurrence a long defcription, by 
theruftic mule of Withecombe, is hung up 
againft the north wall, to the admiration 
of the parilhioners.”

Mr. P. then proceeds to examine the 
fprings, trace the rivers, and defcribe the 
harbours of the diftriCt. He takes a 
view of the external afpeCt of the coun­
try, and is thence led to its fubterranean 
geography,in the latter of y/hich invefti- 
gations much curious matter occurs. In 
moft parts of the county we find either a 
blackilh mould, a thin light fhelfy toil, 
or a reddilh or deep red loam. Having 
gone through the mineral, our author 
comes to defcribe the vegetable pro­
ductions of the county, and notices a 
variety of plants which grow fponta- 
neoufly in Devonshire, generally pointing 
out the fpot where each individual plant 
may be found. The Birds common to 
the county next engage his attention, and 
a great number of amufmg and intereft- 
ing fads are related, in which we find 
mingled among (we had almoft laid 
buried under) innumerable quotations, 
much original remark. InfeCts and the 
Finny Tribe, Reptiles and Quadrupeds, 
next fucceed ; and in our progrefs through 
this part of the work we have been often 
tempted to tranfcribe. The limits of 
our Magazine, however, render it necef- 
fary to be very brief. The following*  
inffance of canine reflection (or at leaft of 
reminifcence) is faid by Mr. Polwhele to 
be well authenticated.

“ A gentleman of the name of Ware, 
whole place of refidence was a lew miles 
from Plymouth, poflefled an extraordinary 
fine greyhound 5 and having a vifitor in

A a a his 
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his houfe, a courfe was propofed, which 
was to take place the following day. 
Accordingly, early in the morning a hare 

-was found, whole feat had been for a 
long time contiguous - to the houfe ; and 
being turned cut, an excellent courle be­
gan. The hare being at length nearly 
exhaufted, and the greyhound hard at her 
heels, the inftant he was about to feize 
her fhe turned round,-—and at the fame 
inftant the dog defifted from the courfe, 
hung his tail between his legs, and (low­
ly flunk away. The folution of this 
senigma is thus given: the hare was 
recognized as one who when a leveret 
had been brought up in Mr. Ware’s 
houfe in habits of intimacy with the 
greyhound when a puppy j and whenever 
the dog, from his natural paffion for a 
bit of hare, dealt rudely with her, fo he 
was fure to receive inftant and fevere 
correction. The confequence of which 
was, that education got the maftery of 
the prppenfity given by nature, and with 
a fnap at the hare he ever after connected 
the idea of punifhment: in the very heat 
therefore of the courfe, he recollected his 
old chum, and dreading chaftifement, 
forbore feizing on her.”

Having given a copious account of the 
Natural Hiftory, Mr. P. enters on the 
General Hiftory of the County. In the 
firft Seftion, relpeCting the Aborigines of 
Danmonium, little is conjeCtured, and 
Rill lefs afcertained : the molt probable 
derivation of the inhabitants is, no 
doubt, from the continent of Gaul. On 
the fubjeft of their refpeCtive fettlements, 
divifions of land,, and Government, we 
have a more fatisfaftory account.

Among the national peculiarities of 
Britain, the early religion.of Danmonium 
appears Angularly ftriking. Its cha­
racter of fanCtity and wildom attracted 
the attention of the more learned and 
inquifitive among the Gauls. This re­
ligion was Druidifm ; among the rites 
of which it was the human facrifice that 
chiefly aftoniflied the nations of Europe. 
Mr. Bryant is of opinion, that this myf- 
tical facrifice was a typical reprefentation 
of the great vicarial facrifice that was to 
come.

“ At firft there is no doubt (fays Mr. 
P.) but the Druids offered up their hu­
man viftims with views the moll fublime. 
The Druids maintained, quod pro njitix 
bominis niji vita bominis reddatur, non 
poffe alitur deorum immortalium numen 
peccari. This myfteriousdoClrine ,feems 
not of men, but of God 1 It points out, 
I think, THE ONE GREAT SACRIFICE 
FOR THE SINS OF THE WHOLE WORLD. 
But after, the Phoenician colonies had 
mixed with the primeval Britons, this 
degenerated priefthood delighted in hu­
man blood; and their victims, though 
fometimes beads, were oftener men.”

With refpeCl to the architecture of the 
Danmonians, Mr. P. tells us, that no­
thing can be advanced with certainty. 
But if we imagine (lays he) “ a ftrong 
fortified man/ion-hnufe built on the fide 
of a hill, and a clutter of inferior habi­
tations rifing on the bank of a river, im­
mediately under the eye of afortrefs, and 
a road winding through the valley and 
doping away till it gain the higher 
grounds, and a beacon on the natural or 
artificial eminence overlooking the whole, 
and commanding the circumjacent coun­
try, we may conceive a tolerable idea of 
a Britifli town, as reprefented in its pri­
meval rudenefs.”

We next come to fome ingenious fpe- 
culations on the early Agriculture of 
Danmonium. The Mineralogy is then 
treated-of j the Manufactures and Com­
merce fucceed to confideration, and in­
clude fome judicious remarks on the 
(hipping and coins of the country from 
the earlieft times to Caefar’s invafion.

Our intention was,to have concluded this 
Article with an ExtraCt relpeCting the 
Character, Manners, and Ufages of the 
ancient Danmonians ; but we are obliged, 
on account of the limits of our work, to 
forego that defign.

We with Mr. Polwhele health, ftrength, 
and (what is as -neceffary as either) 
public encouragement, to profecute to 
its juft conclufion this molt laborious 
but highly ufeful undertaking.

Confiderations upon the State of Public Affairs at the Beginning of the Year 1798. 
part the Firft—France, is. 6d. Rivingtons. 1798.

-HE Author of the Pamphlet now then well received : they had the honour, 
h b; ore v.s addreffed'the Country on we reed left, of being for fome time at- 
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The pvrpofe of his former Work was, 
to feparate the caufes of the wav from 
the doEtrines of the French Revolution, 
and the obj.eEts of it from the eftablilh- 
ment of any particular form of govern­
ment in France ; to ihew, that we were 
ftruggling for power inftead of opinions, 
and for our commerce and marine (to 
which our independence is attached), in­
ftead of fanciful [peculations, and notions 
of piety and abftrafl virtue ; to fhew the 
earth over-tun rather than corrupted5 and 
the fences of nations thrown down by 
cannon and foldiers, inftead of govern­
ments difturbed by novelties and philo- 
fophers ; to remind men of antient limits, 
of territorial rights, of national liberty 
and national character; and to bold up 
to view the monftrous ambition of the 
enemy.

In the prefent pamphlet, which may 
be confidered as a renewal of the fore­
going fubjefl, our author throws ftrong 
light on the internal pofition of France ; 
for the double purpofe of confidering the 
means Jbe poff/fes of inflifling farther- 
injury in the continued profecution of the 
war upon this country ; and, the proba­
bility of a civil war arifing in her own 
bofbm, to intercept any part of the injury 
this country may be prepared to inflifl 
upon herfelf by a premature and inade­
quate peace.

“ I confefs (fays he) it is not now 
the French revolution that I dread, but 
the French greatnefs.'"—“ It is not the 
form of government in France, it is not 
her atheilm, her fpirit of plunder and 
cruelty, but France kerfelf that I hold 
tip as the objefl of juft apprehenfion. ”

Throughout this work the author 
bends all his ftrength to route, not the 
fears, but the fpirit of Britons. He 
fays : t£ It is not quite certain, that we 
have not too much difclaimed ambition ; 
I do not know that the fpirit of the 
people would not be higher, if we had 
announced fome brilliant enterprife, fome 
proud and lofty conditions of peace, than 
it appears even now to be for its own 
laft and neceflary defence—now, that we 
have pufhed our moderation to the ex­
treme, and purged, by fo manyembaffies, 
our caufe from the fufpicion of any of 
thole afpiring views, with which the 
enemy, upon his part, endeavours to 
arouze and enrage his people.”

He begins with conlidering the pro­
bability of a civil war in France, that may 
revenge the caufe of Europe and of hu­
manity. On many points of fafl which 
he produces, he does not pretend to cer­
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tainty ; but we give him eafy credit, 
when we retrace, combine, and compare 
events recent and perfeflly in our own 
recelleflion ; and his inferences in general 
ciaim refpeft.

After a 'fenfible difcuffion of the fub­
jefl, our Author thinks the probability 
of a civil war not only contradiflory to 
cur experience of what the French people 
have endured, but to all juft reaibning 
and combination of the future. “ In 
my opinion (fays he) there are wanting 
the feeds and principles of a civil war. 
All the elements of revolt and infurreflio® 
are in the hands of the ufurper ; and in 
the people there is neither delire of free­
dom, nor aflive ferffe of opprefiion ”

He then proceeds to examine the na«, 
tural capitals of France, which he con- 
fiders as the fuel and materials of a war 
doomed never to expire but with the 
fubftance it confumes.

The writer confiders under every point 
of view the population, the agriculture, 
the wealth, the trade, and the conquers 
of France ; her foreign relations, and her 
commerce ; all which are fliewn to be 
inefficient; and he concludes one of the 
moft fpirited brochures we have lately 
teen in the following addrefs to his coun­
trymen :

“ Behold the people whofe prepofterous 
government affefls the empire of the feas, 
without a fltip of war that dares look 
out of her harbours, and threatens her 
enemies with her own ruin and calami­
ties ! To me, I confefs, the menaces 
of the French appear like thofe of other 
madmen. The ravings of the Luxem­
bourg are like the ravings of the Bicetre 
—Do this, or give me that, or I will 
flab or drown myfelf. Yield to me, fays 
France, or—what ? I wilt come and 
perifli on . your fliores : — throw down 
your arms, or I will daflr myfelf upon 
your coaft's worlhlp me, or I will de­
vote hecatombs of my own children ;— 
acknowledge my fuperiority, or I will 
tear out my own vitals ! This I confider 
as the real fenfe and meaning of her ftate 
papers, of her public declarations, if 
that can be called fenfe and meaning’, 
which is the very paroxyfm of delirium 
and felly.—-1 cannot dread the madnefs 
of an enemy, I think it rather our own 
fafety and our own arms. Can I fee 
with trepidation or regret his legions 
rotting in the marlhes of Calais and 
Oftend, or blighted upon the bleak hills 
of Normandy ? Can I regard 1 the Army 
of England/ but as our glory and our. 
grize/if ever (I know not by what help

' , from 
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from heaven or from hell) it were to be 
embarked upon the Channel ? Shall we 
hefitate to provoke, and call, with our 
prayers at leak, that glorious iflue cf the 
war, in which we may all partake ; but 
which, without feme power above us 
fliall obfeure and worfe confound, and 
impel the enemy upon his ruin, we dare 
not hope for ? When the firft Gaul was 
at the toot of the Capitol, when the fenate 
and the people, the liberty and the gods 
of Rome were befieged in a fingle cita­
del, and the very name of a nation, def- 
tined to the empire of the world, hung 
doubtful upon the ifl'ue, the Roman did 
not defeend to meet him there ? but 
waited with ardent hope till he had 
climbed the glacis, then drove him down 
the keep Tarpeian with refifllefs impulfe 
and accumulating ruin ; and muft not we 
have courage to expeft him on thefe fatal 
fhores, where the armada was wrecked, 
and from every cliff of which we have 
beheld his fleets led captive towards cur 
harbours, and the ocean covered with his 
fragments and his fhame ?

“ We hear of Rome and Carthage 
every day and in every debate, even to 
puerility and pedantry, but without pro­
fiting much, I think, either as to policy 
or magnanimity from their example. It 
feems, however, certain, that if Carthage 
could have anticipated events, or have 
lived over again her own hiftory, fhe 
would not have been fubdued and extir­
pated a fecond time. We, therefore, who 
have the advantage of her experience, and 
can contemplate along with her ruin the 
cauies of it, ought to bring this war to 
a very different iffue and conclufion than 
fhe did 5 our enemies too, thofe dottrels 
and apes of Rome, might at leak profit 
enough by the fame knowledge, to defpair 
of fuccefs by the prefent means : for had 
Carthage difplayed that vigour before 
fhe had given up her hoftages, her,fleets, 
and her arms, which, fhe did after, the 
event of the conteft could not have been 
the fame. The modern Romans, there­
fore, have afted with impolicy and ab- 
furdity, in pawning our lands, and af- 
figning our revenues, and railing loans 
upon our commerce and our property, 
and dooming our crown and liberty, be­
fore we have made thofe furrenders which 
Carthage made ; becaule they have placed 
us in the lituation in which Carthage 
would have been if Rome had made thefe 
declarations to her ; in which Carthage 
would have kept, like us, her fleets, her 
arms, her fortrelfes, and her Hannibal; 
and in which, the event of the Carthaginian 

war muft have been different from what 
it was.

“ Thefe, therefore, are the objects to 
which I would direft the attention of 
Engliffmen at the prefent moment. When 
they hear’ the loud and lofty threats of 
their intemperate enemy, they ffould hear 
his groans allo ; when they fee his holts 
gather on the hills of Brittany, they 
flrouid fee, at the fame time, the hollow- 
nefs of his center : they fhould defpije 
with prudence, as their fathers did, the 
vanity and infolence of a people, whofe 
colollal greatnefs has hitherto been 
equalled and fubdued by the moral great­
nefs of their own country; they fhould 
confider their impotent menaces but as a 
challenge to the folid and fober virtues 
which have fo often defeated them ; and 
contraft once more, with confidence and 
pride in heaven, and in themfelves, the 
iterling ingenuous worth and valour of 
the Brit iff charafter, to the drunken cries 
and fury of a multitude, deltined to feed 
the fifhes of our leas, or to take nothing 
from us but our prifons and our graves.

“ Thefe are the points upon which I 
would wiff to fix the attention of the 
Britiff public : I think it is impoffible 
to confider them without feeling inftantly 
all thofe proud and confoling fentiments 
which ought to make us bear patiently 
our Jbare in the general calamity which 
the ambition of France has let loofe upon 
mankind. That our governors have not 
been able to defend us from every attack 
upon every fide j that we have been in 
this place infefted by the moral peftilencc, 
and in that have fuffered from the natural 
evil ; that here we have breathed the 
poifon of her principles, and there op- 
pofed our trealure and our blood to the 
violence of her fleets and armies ; in 
fhort, that we are at war, and feel fome 
of the ills infeparable from war, does not 
appear to me, I confefs, to be matter of 
juft crimination or reproach againft a 
government of human counfels, and com- 
pofed of human beings. That we have 
not been uniformly profperous 5 that we 
have not been entirely exempted from the 
broad comprehenfive mifehief; that we 
too have fuffered in the tempeft ; that 
the earthquake has ffaken our cities al­
io ; might be objefted as a crime to thofe 
gods or faints, whom the favages and 
idolators that worihip them are accuf- 
tomed to icourge and whip under their 
own fufferings and misfortunes ; but 
cannot be imputed to men by man, nor 
by heaven itlelf to the counfels of human 
beings, and the limited faculties of 

humaa 
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human fonfe. The revolution of France 
is the wreck of the moral world, and the 
conquers of France are the difiblution 
and deftruftion of the political order. 
When I lee what entire and integrant 
mafles of both the king’s rninifters have 
preserved from the general ruin, I confefs 
ray-general gratitude, though I too can 
dilcern, perhaps, where to lay the finger 
of blame, or to direft the eye of enquiry. 
But when I perceive that our arms are 
viftorious in every quarter of the globe, 
and that at home we have (till the blefling 
of our invaluable conftitution; that our 
religion, our laws, and our property, are 
maintained and refpefted under it; that 
w<? are pro: elded, and are free ; that we 
are independent as a nation, and, as in­
dividuals, enjoy a degree of civil liberty, 
of which I defy the moft learned difcon- 
tent, and the moft ingenious democracy, 
to fhew me a parallel in any of the old 
republics, at leaft in times of preflure 
and anxiety ; when I eitimate what they 

have defended and preferved for us, and 
how great a fhare of our greateft cala­
mities the fury of the elements and the 
fcythe of invifible and refiftlefs death 
muit divide with their errors and their 
overfights, then I think that I could not 
withhold from them fome expreffions of" 
applaufe and thankfulnefs, without injury 
to the public, as well as injuftice to 
them ; and though I cannot fupprefs, 
confidently with what I feel as a public 
duty, my willies and my arguments for 
loftier counfels in the termination of this 
dreadful conteft, and for a ftrifter eco­
nomy in-the conduft of it, it would be 
difirigenuous- upon that account to with­
hold the little honour it is in my power 
to confer upon them, or to conceal the 
fentiments with which I imagine every 
unprejudiced mind will compare and re­
ward their miftakes and their merits.”

A Second Part of this Work is an­
nounced as to be fpeedily publilhed.

An Authentic Account of anEmbafiy from the King of Great Britain to the Em­
peror of China, &c.

[Continued from Page 107.]

EVEN in fwamps and morafles the 
Chinefe difplay wonderful examples 

of agricultural induftry and ingenuity. 
They form rafts or hurdles of bamboo, 
which they float upon the water, or reft 
upon the morafles. On thefe rafts they 
fpread a layer of foil, from whence they 
raile various kinds of vegetables ; as 
final! vegetables are fometimes produced 
on fhipbcard, by layingfeeds on moiftened 
earth, or even on pieces of flannel, fixed 
in frames, and wetted. By thefe means 
thfe radical leaves of muftard fprout up 
quickly, and are particularly grateful to 
perfons long abfent from land.

From the Tallow Tree, the Croton 
Sabiferum of Linnaeus, the Chinefe make 
a large proportion of their candles. The 
fruit, in its external appearance, bears 
fome refemblance to the berries of the 
ivy. As foon as it is ripe, the capfule 
opens and divides into two, or more fre­
quently three diviuons, and falling off, 
difcovers as many kernels, covered with 
a flelhy fubftance of a fnowy whitenefs. 
This fubftance is feparated from the 
kernels by crufljing and boiling them in 
water. The candles made of this fat 
are firmer than thofe of tallow, as well 
as free from all offenfive odour. They 

are not, however, equal to thofe of wax 
or fpermaceti.

Wicks are made of many different 
materials : thofe for lamps are of the 
amianthus, which burns without being 
confumable in fire ; but for candles a 
light inflammable wood is ufed, in the 
lower extremity of which is fixed a fmall 
tube, to receive an iron pin which is fixed 
on the flat top of the candleftick, and 
thus fupports the candle without the 
neceflity of a locket. The Chinefe con- 
fider this form of candleftick as anfwering 
the purpole of a fa-de-all, which makes a 
difference of about a tenth in the con- 
fumption of that article.

Sir G. Staunton informs us that the 
names of the Chinefe are, independently 
of the addition of their qualities, all of 
one flllable; as is every word in the 
Chinefe language. The additions are 
the more neceflary, as a name implies no. 
diftinftion in favour of the family who 
bears it. There are but one hundred 
family names known throughout the 
empire. Each family name is borne by 
perlons of all clafl'es : identity of fuch 
names implies, however, fome connection; 
all who bear it may attend the hall of 
their luppolgd common anceftors. Fhough 
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no hereditary nobility exifts in China, 
pedigree is there an objefl of much at­
tention. He who can reckon anceftors 
to adiftarit period, diftinguilhed by pub­
lic fervices, or private virtues, or by the 
honours conferred on them in confequence 
by Government, is much more refpefted 
than new mtn. The fuppofed deicend- 
ants. of Confucius are treated with par­
ticular regard, and immunities have been 
granted to them by the Emperor. The 
ambition of an illujlrious defer nt i s fo 
general, that the Emperors have often 
granted titles to the de.ceafed anceftors of 
■a living man of merit. This, by the 
way, fl.ews either that the paf/ion of the 
Chinele for diftingulf bed anceftry arifes 
fenetimes to an abfurd extravagance, or 
that they have very exalted ideas of their 
•Emperor’s faculty of diicerning and pro­
ducing virtue ; but they are not the only 
people among whom pride and ambition 
overftrain themfelves, till ridicule takes 
ph ace of refpedl.

Chapter the Fourth contains a de- 
fcription of the city of Han-Gboo-Foo, 
where the travellers remained forae few 
days, while the Embaffy was dividing 
Unto two parties, to take different rentes. 
The Embaffador, with the Vice-roy cf 
Canton, Cbanvng-ta-'lbin, were to pro­
ceed to that capital ; while the Mandarin, 
Stm-ta-Zbin, undertook to conduct to 
Cku-fan, Colonel Benfon and the other 
Gentlemen who were going to join the 
Hindoftan Indiaman. This Chapter alfo 
relates the circumftances of both thofe 
Journeys.

While the partv was at Han-Cbo-Foo, 
Mr. Barrow and feme other Gentlemen 
of the Embaffy were invited to fail 
acrofs the lake See-boo, which lay at a 
little djftance to the weftward. A pa­
goda, which they faw in their progrefs, 
af.trafled particular attention : it was 
(ituated on the verge of a bold peninfula 
that juts into the lake, and was called the 
Lui-fiong-ta, or temple of the thundering 
.winds. Four (lories were yet (landing, 
but the top was in ruins. Something 
like a regular order was yet difcernible 
in the mouldering cornices, that pro­
jected in a kind of double curve. Grafs, 
fhrubs, and mofs, were growing upon 
them. No lay, the natural production 
of fuch a place in Europe, was perceived 
upon it j nor indeed in any other part of 
China. The arches and mouldings were 
of red, the upright walls of yellow (tone, 
its prelent height does not exceed one 
hundred and twenty feet. It is confi­

dently affefted to have been erefted in 
the time of Confucius, upwards of two 
thousand years ago.

In the route to Cbu-fan by water, it 
happens fometimes that the waters of a 
higher canal pafs immediately into an­
other of a lower level. This fpecies of 
navigation is net managed in China by 
locks or flood-gates ; but a dam is made 
acrofs the extremity of the upper canal, 
by means of a very ftrong and well- 
compafted wall; the top of which is 
level with the furface of the upper water. 
A beam of wood is laid on the upper 
edge of the wall, which is rounded off 
towards the water. Beyond the wall a 
(loping plane of (lone-work extends to 
the lower canal, in the form of a glacis, 
with an inclination of about forty-five 
degrees, and del'cending near ten feet in 
perpendicular depth; at the bottom of 
which the canal is carried along as the 
level of the country will allow, when an­
other wall and glacis for another canal 
(till lower are conftrufled as before.

In paffing from an upper to a lower 
canal, the veffel, lifted over the crofs 
beam, Aides down by its own gravity ; 
and to prevent the water from flufhing 
over the decks, or her plunging into the 
canal below, a railing is fixed at the head 
of the veffel about to be launched, before 
which is placed ftrong matting at the 
time of the defeent. To draw up a large 
veffel from the lower canal along the 
glacis into the upper canal, requires 
fometimes the affiftance of near a hundred 
.men, whofe ftrength is applied by the 
means of bars fixed in one or more cap- 
ftans, placed on the abutments on each 
fide of the glacis. Round the capftans 
is a rope, of which the oppofife extre­
mity is palled round the veffel’s ftern, 
which is thus conveyed into the upper 
canal with lefts delay than can be done by 
locks, but by the exertion of much more 
human force ; a force indeed which in 
China is always ready ; of little coft, 
and conftantly preferred there to any 
other.

The following account of the Fart ar 
cavalry is fupplied by Captain Parifh : 
They carry bows, which appears, to be 
the weapon held higheft in eftimation. 
They are made of elaftic wood,ftrengthened 
by horns, which are conneHed in the 
centre by their roots, from whence they 
fpring in diftinil arches towards the ex­
tremities. The firing is of filk threads, 
laid together and firmly woulded. The 
arrows are armed at the points with a 

4. (hank
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fiilnk and fpear of fleet. Both Chinefe 
and Tartars value themfelves on their 
/kill in the ufe of this weapon. They 
hold it fomewhat obliquely in the left 
hand. The firing is placed behind an 
agate ring upon the right thumb ; the 
firft joint of which is bent forward, and 
kept in that pofition by preffing the 
middle joint of the fore-finger upon it. 
In this , fituation the firing is drawn till 
the left arm is extended, and the right 
hand pafles the right ear. The fore­
finger is then withdrawn from the thumb, 
which inftantly forces the firing from 
the agate ring, and dilcharges the arrow 
with confiderable force.

Their armour confifted of an helmet of 
iron, in the form of an inverted funnel : 
the creft, correfponding to the pipe of the 
funnel, hands fix or feven inches above 
the head, and terminates in a fpear. It 
is furrounded by a red taffel. The neck 
is fecured by a piece of cloth, fluffed, 
quilted, and ftudded with iron, which 
hangs forward round the face. On the 
body is an upper and an under drefs of 
cloth, alfo quilted and ftudded with iron ; 
the latter reaches below the calves of the 
legs, the former only a little below the 
waifi. The officers had their helmets 
polifhed, and ornamented with gold, with 
a higher creft than thofe of the men. 
Their bodies were covered with purple 
or blue fiik, with finds of gold or gilt. 
Their boots were of black fatin.

Some of the troops were armed with 
fwords only, and the tiger drefs. This 
drefs is of yellow cloth, with dark brown 
ftripes fitted to thefhape ; the cap, which 
nearly covers the face, is formed to re- 
.prefent the head of a tiger. They carry 
a fliield of bamboo, or rattan, painted 
hideoufly to reprefent dragon’s or tiger’s 
heads, with open mouths and enormous 
teeth ; and much ftrefs is laid upon this 
terrific appearance. On each flank of 
the parade a trophy of wood was erefled, 
painted, or covered with pieces of.filk or 
cotton of bright colours, in feftoons. 
Under thefe were the military manda­
rines. The mufic was in tents fitted 
for the purpofe. The trumpets, appa­
rently the proper military inftrument, 
were very lange. The ufual compliment 
confifted of three diftinfl blafts.

In an account of China it would be 
thought a culpable omiflion to fay nor 
thing on the fubjefl of the tea plant. 
The following is the- fubftance of Sir 
G. Staunton’s information on this ’va­
luable exotic: In China, wherever it is 
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regularly cultivated, it rifes from the 
feed town in rows, at the diftance of 
about four feet from each other, in land 
kept free from weeds. Its perpendicular 
growth is impeded, for the convenience 
of collefling its leaves, which is done 
firft in fpring, and twice afterwards in 
the courle of the fummer. Its long and 
tender branches fpring up almoft from 
the root, without any intervening naked 
trunk. It is bufliy like a rofe-tree, and 
the expended petals of the flower bear 
fome refemblance to that of the rofe. 
'The largeft and oldeft leaves, which are 
the leaft efteemed, and deftined f r the 
lower claffes of the people, are expofed to 
fale with little previous maniputation. 
The voung leaves undergo no incon­
siderable preparation before they are de­
livered to the purchafer. Every leaf 
pafles through the fingers of a female, 
who rolls it up almoft to the form it had 
affirmed at its firft appearance. It is 
afterwards placed upon thin plbtes of 
earthen ware or iron-, much thinner than 
can be executed by artifts out of China. 
It is confidently faid that no plates of 
copper are ever employed for that pur­
pofe. Scarcely any utenfil in China is 
made of that metal, the chief application 
of which is for coin. The earthen piates 
are placed over a charcoal fire, which 
renders the leaves dry and crifp.

The colour and aftringency of green 
tea is thought to be derived from the 
early period at which the. leaves are 
plucked, and which, like unripe fruit, 
are generally green and acrid. The tea 
is packed into large chefts lined with 
very thin plates of lead, and preffed down 
by the naked feet of Chinefe labourers. 
The upper ranks in China are notwith- 
ftanding as fond of tea as the people are, 
and particularly felicitous in their chqice 
of it. That of a good quality is dearer 
in Pekin than in London. By the way, 
this affection of Sir G. Staunton does 
not feem very well to agree with the 
information derived from Bell's Journey ; 
where we are told, that the price of the 
in ft tea al Pekin, either green or bohea, 
is half an ounce of fiver the Chinefe 
pound j which is equal to what it would 
be at two fillings a pound in England. 
We are not however to conclude, from 
this inconfiftency, that either of thefe 
travellers has given an erroneous com­
putation. Neither, when we read in 
Bell’s Narrative, that the Tartar military 
are very infolent, and almoft infupport- 
able to the Chinefe, and compare it with

Sir
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Sir G. Staunton’s account of the mild- 
nefi °f foldiery m the difper/ion of 
crowds, muft we fuppofe that one of thefe 
hiftorians has written from an imperfeft 
view of the fubjeft.

No traveller can be anfwerable for 
more than he has aftually obferved him- 
feli ; and he is only fo far culpable as he 
makes general inferences from particular 
cafes. Making the ufual allowances for 
the change that may have taken place in 
China in the price of commodities, and in 
the temper of Governors in an interval of 
nearly a century, and the accounts may 
both of them appear to have an equal 
claim to credit.

We return to Sir G. S..’s account of 
the Chinefe method of preparing the tea, 
prevtoujly to exportation: It is fome- 
times made up into balls. A ftrong 
black extraft alfo is frequently made from 
it. It is cultivated in feveral of the 
provinces of China, but feldom more 
northward than thirty degrees beyond the 
equator. It thrives belt between that 
parallel and the line that feparates the 
temperate from the torrid zone. Such 
immenfe quantities of it are confumed in 
the country, that a fudden failure of a 
demand from Europe would not be likely 
to occafion any material diminution of 
its prices in the Chinefe markets.

A plant very like the tea flourifhes on 
the fides, and the very tops of mountains. 
The Chinefe call this plant Gba-wbaw, 
or flower of tea ; becaufe its petals, as 
well as the entire flowers of Arabian 
jeflamine, are fometimes mixed among 
the teas, in order to increafe their fra­
grance. This plant is the amellia i'e- 

jangua of the botanifts, and yields a nut, 
from whence is exprefled an afcuient oil, 
equal to the belt which comes from 
Florence.

On the fubjeft of manure, the manage­
ment and diligence of the Chinefe bears 
a ftriking refernblance to that of the 
Japanefe, as cleicribed by Baron Thun- 
berg. A prodigious number of old men 
and women, as well as of children, in­
capable of much other labour, are con- 
ftantly employed about the ftreets, pub­
lic roads, and banks of canals, with 
bafkets tied before them, and holding in 
their hands fmall wooden rakes, to pick 
up the dung of animals, and offals of 
any kind, that may anfwer the purpofe 
of manure ; but above all others, except 
the dung, of fowls, the Chinefe farmers, 
like the Romans, prefer foil, or the mat­
ter collected by nightmen in London ; in 
the vicinity of which it is part applied 

to the fame ufes. This manure is mixed 
fparingly with a portion of ftiff loamy 
earth, and formed into cakes, dried after­
wards in the fun. In this ftate it is fold 
to farmers, who conftruft large citterns 
for containing, befides thofe cakes and 
dung of every kind, all forts of vegetable 
matter, leaves, roots, or Items of plants, 
mud, offals of animals, even to the 
fliavings collefled by the barbers. With 
all thefe they mix as much animal or 
common water as will dilute the whole; 
and in the aft of putrid fermentation 
apply it to the ploughed or broken earth. 
Near paths and roads large earthen veflels 
are buried to the edge in the ground for 
the accommodation of the paflenger who 
may have occafion to ufe them.

The mode of examination of ftudents 
for degrees Items well adapted to en­
courage literature. It is always public. 
The body of auditors who attend, as 
well as the prefence of the Governor and 
Chief Magiftrales of the diftri'ft who 
prefide, ftiuft cure any difpofition to 
partiality in the judges. Some oral 
queftions are put, and feme are given in 
writing, to the candidates, as in the 
English Colleges. The rewards of thofe 
who fucceed are not confined to the 
honours of the Univerfity ; for thefe be­
come the afcending fteps which lead to 
all the offices and dignities of the ftate. 
Even thofe who fail in the main purfuit 
have, in the profecution of the conteft, 
made fuch acquirements as add to the 
general mats of knowledge in feciety, 
and fit them for ufeful occupations. 
Though the opulent youth have no doubt 
greater facilities and better opportunities 
cf infiruftion than the children of the 
poor, yet genius may have occaficnally 
the flrength to counterbalance fuch dis­
parity. Our Tr^elley might have ad­
ded, that neceflity is the ftrongell of all 
incentives to exertion; and the fecurity 
of wealth will cherifh idlenefs. At any 
rate the pcflibility of fuccefs is an en- 
joyment even to thofe yvho are never 
likely to obtain it.

In the city of Chan-cboo-foo, through 
which the Embafly pafled in its way to 
Canton, a Angular cuftom prevailed, 
which had been remarked before on the 
fai-boo lake, where men were often ab- 
fent from their families. The boats, 
which ply from one part of the city to 
another, are chiefly managed by females, 
who are generally young and neatly 
drefled, with an evident intent of at- 
trafting the attention of paflengers. At 
Cban-cbw-foo, the commerce of two na­

vigable 
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vigable rivers occasioned a concourfe of 
male ftrangers. The frail females in the 
boats had not embraced this double oc­
cupation without the concurrence and 
approbation of their parents, who feel 
little relu&ance, when they cannot marry 
them advantageoufly, to devote them to 
a lucrative though dishonourable trade.

The Fifth Chapter treats of the refi- 
dence of the Embafly at Canton and at 
Macao. While they continued at the 
former of thefe places, they were treated 
with great attention and civility by the 
Vice-Roy, who had accompanied them 
from Han-cboo-foo. Accident perhaps 
in part contributed towards inlpiring him 
with refpeftful lentiments of the Icience 
and acquirements of the Europeans. 
The cullom of inhaling the vapour of 
tobacco, as well as that of taking it in 
powder, is very general in China, and 
extends to the higheft ranks. The Vice- 
Roy once wanting to light his pipe in 
the ablence of his attendants, the Em- 
baffador took from his pocket, a fmall 
phofphoric bottle, which opening, he 
loon kindled a match that anfwered the 
purpole wanted. The Angularity of a 
perlon’s appearing to carry fire about 
him, without damage, attracted the 
Vice-Roy’s attention. His Excellency 
explained the phenomenon to him in 
general terms, and made him a prelent 
of the bottle, which was not a little va­
luable in his eyes. It was fufficiently 
apparent from this, and other incidents, 
that the Chineie, though Ikilful and dex­
terous in particular arts, were much 
behind the weftern nations in many phi- 
lolbphical and ufeful branches of Icience,

Though our author enumerates many 
caufes which contribute to augment the 
population of China, yet Rill it appears 
immenfe, and almoft incredible. He af- 
lerts, upon unqueftionable evidence, that 
every liquare mile contains, upon an 
average, one third more inhabitants, 
being upwards of three hundred, than are 
found upon an equal quantity of land in 
the molt populous country in Europe. 
The whole, as appears in the firft table, 
of the Appendix, is th/ee hundred and 
thirty-three millions !

Qn the antiquity of the Chinefe Empire 
we are informed, that the Chriftian year 
1797 anfwers to the fifty-fourth year of 
the fixty-eighth Chinefe cycle, which 
afcertains its commencement to have been 
two tboufand two hundred and feventy- 

feven years before tbe birth of Cbrijl 5 
uniefs it be fuppofed that the official 
records and public annals of the Empire, 
which bear teftimony to if,. Ihould all be 
falii fled.

The day is divided in China into 
twelve parts only, as by the ancient 
Egyptians, conlifting each of two Eu­
ropean hours ; the firft beginning at 
eleven at night. Thefe portions of time 
are meafured with tolerable accuracy by 
means of a lighted taper, made from the 
pith of a particular tree, of which the 
confumption by ignition is fo regular, 
that divided into twelve equal parts, 
each continues burning during the twelfth 
part of twenty-four hours.

Our author’s remarks on the language 
of China are new, and muft be interefting 
to every lover of philological difqui- 
fitions. We Ihall conclude our account 
of this work by a {'election of fome of the 
more curious oblervations.

The founds of feveral letters in moft 
alphabets, Inch as B, D, R, and X, are 
utterly unknown in the Chinefe tongue. 
The organs of fpeech in a native of China 
are not habituated to pronounce them. 
In endeavouring to utter one of thefe, 
another to which the fame organ has been 
accuftomed is generally founded : inftead 
of the letter R, the liquid L is ufually 
pronounced by a Chinefe, who thus oc- 
cafionally falls into ridiculous miftakes. 
A Chinefe dealer in rice, for example, is 
fometimes heard to offer for fale what 
few perfons would be difpofed to pur­
chafe .

A very few particles in this language 
denote the paft, tbe prefent, and tbe fu­
ture', nor are thofe auxiliaries employed 
when, the intended time may otherwise 
be inferred with certainty. A Chinefe 
who means to declare his intention of 
departing to-morrow, never fays that he 
will depart to-morrow ; becauie the ex­
preflion of the morrow is fufficient to 
afeertain that his departure muft be fu­
ture'. The plural number is marked by 
the' addition of a word, without which 
the lingular is alwtiys implied. The 
language is entirely monofyllabic. A 
Angle fyllable always exprefles a com­
plete idea. Each fyllable may be founded 
by an European conlbnant preceding a 
vowel, fometimes followed by”a liquid. 
Such an order of words renders the lan­
guage as foft and harmonious as the 
Italian.

[ fo be continued. ]
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Emily De Vermont, or Divorce dictated by Ne- 
cffity; to •which are added, The Amours of 
Father Sevin. From the French of Louvet, 
late Prefident of the National Convention of 
France, Author of Faublis, &c. 3 Fols, 
izmo. 1798- Kearfley.
IF, as we are told, this novel had ecn- 

.fiderable influence in producing two me­
morable decrees of the.National Convention 
(the one authorifing Divorce, the other al­
lowing Priefts to marry), we may add it to 
the many inftances of great effects proceeding 
from frnall caufes. Though the ftory is im­
probable and ill-conducted, and the cha­
racters by no means naturally drawn, yet 
there are in various parts of it ftrokes of 
nature which catch the attention, and com­
pel the reader to proceed to the cataftrophe. 
The part which relates the amours of Father 
Sevin is entitled to the moll praife. The 
fanguinary brutality of the heroine’s brother, 
as well as the partiality of her mother towards 
a worthlefs fon, are both circtamftances 
which the laws of probability will imme­
diately difclaim.

The Hijlory of the incorporated Town and Pa­
rishes of Gravefend and Milton, tn the County 
of Kent j feleEied •with Accuracy from Topo- 

. graphical Writers, and enriched from Manuf- 
cripts hitherto unnoticed, &c. 410. Grave­
fend. Pocock. 1797.
Much induftry appears to have been em­

ployed in the prefent work, which however 
will afford but little entertainment out of the 
diftridt which it defcribes. To the natives 
of Gravefend this work, for which they are 
indebted to the Bookfeller vyhofe name is in 
the title page, will be very interefting; and 
the Compiler, as he modelily ftyles himfelf, 
is entitled tp their thanks.

Reform or Ruin : Take your Choice ! in '•which 
the Conduct of the King, the Parliament, the 
Mlnlftry, the Oppofition, the Nobility and 
Gcnt y, the Bifhops and Clergy, <Ac. &c. &c. 
is confidered j and that Reform pointed out 
-which alone can fave the Country. By John 
Bawdier, Efq. §vo. 1798.
An earneft exhortation to every order in 

the State to begin that Reform which, with­
out any oppofition, each individual is capable 
of making in himfelf; and in companion 
with which all other Reforms merit fcarce 
any notice. We are glad to learn that this 
excellent performance has experienced a cir­
culation equal tQ its merit. Mr. Bowdler 
defcribes himfelf and adts as a free-born 
Briton, and an independent man j one who 
has no place or penfion, who never was at 

court, nor ever intends to go there, and who 
neither knows the Minifters nor thofe who 
oppofe them.

A Letter to the Marquis of Lorn on the prefent 
‘limes. By Donald Campbell, Efq. of Bar- 
breck. Svo. Chavafle. 179$- IS- 6d.
Mr. Campbel! is not an adherent of either 

the Mini'lry or Oppofition, and difclaims alike 
any attachment either to Mr. Pitt or Mr. 
Fox. He is of opinion, that the concerns 
of the public would be better conducted, 
were they guided by men of plain dignified 
fenfe and untainted honour, rather than by 
the counfel of charlatan orators and fungous 
defkmen. In this fentiment he is not An­
gular. The prefent pamphlet arraigns in very 
fevere terms the conduft of Adminiftration, 
the conduct of Oppofition, that of Lord 
Moira in the bufinefs of Ireland, and the 
behaviour of the Clergy in Scotland. There 
are alfo feme very acrimonious perfona! 
ftridhires on particular perfons, and amonglt 
the reft, on a certain Marchionefs and a 
gallant General ; but how they have offend­
ed the author d®es not appear. On the pre­
fent momentous ftate of affairs this pamphlet 
deferves attention.

A Sermon preached in the Church of St. j'ohn 
Baptift, Wakefield, Dec. 19, 1797 By 
Richard Munkhouje, D. D. of Queen's College, 
Oxford. Svo. 1798. Rivingtons. is. 6d.
From the words “ Stand fall,” Dr. Munk- 

houfe enforces the neceflity of attachment to 
the Conftitution and Government of the 
Country in the prefent portentous feafm. 
This Sermon, we are told, was favourably 
received from the pulpit, and feems to be 
\vell calculated to anfwer the defign of ths 
Reverend Author. In the notes are large 
extracts from the prefect popular perform­
ance, The Pursuits or Literature.

Deliverance from Enemies a Ground for Thankf- 
giving. A Sermon preached Dec 19, 1797, 
in the Chapel of the Afylum for Female Or­
phans, By Will am A gutter, A. M. 8 VS. 
1798. Rivingtons. 6d.
Mr. Agutter defcribes with force and ef­

fect the bleflings which we enjoy at prefent 
as a nation, and the horrors which have at­
tended French principles wherever they have 
been introduced. Though his picture is an 

- animated one, it is not exaggerated.

.Moral Reflections fuggefied by a View of London 
from off the Monument. By fohn Evans3 
A. M. izmo. Crclby. 6d. ?yg8.
Pious but declamatory.
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The devil of a lover, a
Mufical Farce, faid to be written 

by Mr. Moubray, a young gentleman a 
fludent at Cambridge, was acted the firft 
time at Covent Garden. The charafters 
as follow :

Don Wizardo, Mr. Munden.
Captain Fitzpatrick, Mr. Johnftone.
Pedro, Mr. Fawcett.
Soaker, Mr, Knight.
Clara, Mrs. Mountain.
Duenna, Mrs. Davenport.
The fcene is laid in Spain, and the plot 

is taken from a German Novel, entitled 
>“ The Sorcerer.”—An old dotard, 
who had worked himfelf up into a belief 
fhat he could rail# fpirits, has a ward 

who he determines to marry himfelf. 
The lady has a lover, an Irifh Captain j 
and being informed of the time her 
Guardian propofed to raife the infernal 
fpirit, introduces the Captain to per- 
fcnate the Devil, and by that means 
carries her off. She is retaken, and a. 
new attempt is made to obtain her, 
which fucceeds, and the piece concludes.

The mufic, by Mr. Atwood, had con- 
fiderable merit.

The piece was injudicioufly condufted*  
but was not deftitute of wit or humour: 
it was, however, received with ftrong 
marks of difapprobation. A Prologue, 
fpoken by Mr. Clarke, ridiculed the 
prefent fondnefs for Ghoft Speftres and 
Devils, with forne fuccefs.

POETRY.
AN ELEGY,

WRITTEN IN ST. STEPHEN’S CHAPEL.

npHE Abbey bell now tolls the hour of One, 
•*-  The drowfy pcrter holds the ready key, 

And eager fcowls (the public bufinefs done) 
At mifchief, and minority, and me.

Now the whole houfe a folemn filence wears, 
While glimmering lamps emit a faintgr 

ray ;
Save where pert J—k—1 clamours in my 

ears.
And with brifk npnfenfe interrupts my 

lay.
Save that from Palace-yard a motley band, 

Inspir’d by freedom and eleiftion ale, 
The felf-created guardians of the land, 

At Pitt, and property, and placemen rail,
Beneath this roof, to tory arts a prey, 

Perfuafive powers forne honeft brethren 
doom ;

While others death’s appointed call obey, 
Their haplefs laurels wither ere they bloom.

J he dice-box flaunting in the face of noon, 
The hu flings laden with promifcuous 

freight,
Thelwall s fhrill trumpet, and ieditious tune, 

No more fhall fnatch them from the grafp 
pf fate.

For them no wreath the city fhall afford, 
No Crown and Anchor fplendid feafts 

prepare,
No voters run to hail the noble Lord, 

Or croud his gates, the envied bribe 
fhare.

Oft has the Minitier their power confefs’d, 
Joe Miller ihone in Courtney’s comic joke, 

Reforms untried, and forrows unredrefs’d, 
Acquired new force, when thundering 

Barre fpoke.
Let not flern reafon mock their ceafelefs 

pains,
Nofturnal fports, and tenements obfcure; 

Nor loan contractors fcorn their little gains,—?
What will not patriots for their caufe en­

dure ?
The labour little, and the penfion big, 

And all that Rofe, and all Dundas bellow, 
Can ne’er content the llate-reforming Whig, 

What others build, he joys to overthrow.
Nor you, ye poor, impute tothefe the blame, 

If Hill to virtue’s dictates ye adhere 5 
Oft as you Hept, feme Gallic envoy came, 

And pour’d Ieditious poifonin your ear.
Faint is the joy that declamation gives. 

For now, alas ! thefe airy projedlq fail» 
The fpeaker Harves, whole elocution thrivess 

And modern glory dwindles to a jail.
Perhaps
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T—r—y the talkative here fpreads his toils, 
Pleas’d with the voice of Sheridan and 

wit ;
While reafon hallows with benignant finiles, 

The flow of Burke, and manly fenfe of
Pitt.

Fer tliee who mindful of thy party’s caufe, 
Doft in thefe lines their fallen fame relatej

If chance fome flave to popular applaufe 
In diftant ages fllail enquire thy fate,

Haply fome partizan may thus exclaim, 
“ Oft have we feen him in the doubtful 

throng,
“ With ardour catch the fleeting voice of 

fame,
“ And pour the tide of eloquence along.

tc There at the left of yonder velvet chair,
“ That rears its ftately canopy on high, 

“ He' view’d his leflening phalanx with de- 
fpalr,

And fcann’d their numbers with a 
mournful eyp.

<( Fronting that youth, now fmiling as with 
fcorn,

(C Conning his arduous teflon would lie 
fit,

“ Now finking low, and now on wings up­
born,

‘ ‘ In all the wild exuberance of wit.

“ One night we mifs’d him at a grand de­
bate,

“ Nor at his houfe, nor Drury Lane was 
he,

“ We fought him early, and we fought him 
late,

“At White’s, St. James’s-fquare,' and 
Bloom fbury.

“ The next (O reader, tremble while you 
read !)

“ In doleful accents toldour leader’s doom, 
(t Sad difappointment forc’d him to fecede, 

And grav’d this verfe indignant cn ni|» 
tomb

THE EPITAPH.

Here lies—ah no, a patriot never lies!
Here refts a man by Gallic frenzy driv’n, 

To try each new, each daring enterprize,
And giant-like, wage impious war with 

Heav’n.

Friend to a party, foe to regal fame, 
Misfortune fmote him with deferv'd dif- 

grace;
He gave the party all he had—a name, 

The King denied his only wifh—a place.
Np

ija> POE

Perhaps in this unconfclous fpot is plac’d
Some heart inflam’d with more than Gallic 

fire,
Some patriot head, with fanguine laurel 

grac’d,
At whofe approach virtue and peace re­

tire.
But plunder in their reach her golden flore, 

z Moiften’d with widows’ tears, has never 
thrown ;

Chill fear forbad their abjefl: fouls to foar, 
Prompt to reform all vices, but their own.

Full many a knave, maintain’d by fa&ion’s 
hand,

The dark unconfcious ftreets of London 
bear;

Full many a zealot quits his native land, 
To breathe in Botany Bay a purer air.

Some French Coloffus flriding o’er the land, 
Like Buonaparte, with defpotic fway ;

Some Guy Faux here may hide his flaming 
brand,

Some Paine tlie laws yet fated to obey.
The praife of grateful nations to command, 

The mobs’ tumultuous clamours to de- 
fpife 5

To roil the tide of commerce through the 
land,

And raife the fame of Albion to the fkies,
Their lot forbad ; nor circumfcrib’d alone, 

Their fcanty virtues; but their vices vain 5
Forbad to fhake the bafis of the throne, 

And fink the eminence they cannot gain.
The fword of hireling armies to diredf, 

The voice of fenfe and reafon to difclaim, 
Betray the caufe they promis’d to protect, 

And hazard ev’n the halter for a name.
Far from a Monarch’s fmjle, their idle rage 

And mad cabals ne’er gain’d the purpofed 
fame;

From joylefs youth to unrefpefted age, 
The fame their follies, and their crimes 

the fame.
Yet ev’n this race relax their cautious care, 

When Bacchus gaily levels friends and 
foes ;

And eager ruftics pour along to /hare 
The joys feptennial jollity beftows.

Then empty names for property atone, 
Th’ evafive oath, and anfwer learnt by 

rote;
And many a fecret hint around is thrown, 

To teach the rude conftituent to vote.
For who, to ftrift veracity a Have, 

The Member’s privileges ere refign’d, 
The bailiff’s fubtle arts fecure to brave, 

Nor caft a long fufpicious glance behind ?
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No further feek his errors to explain, 
Learn from his fate, ye fenate-feeking 

youth,
How vain are talents, eloquence how vain 1 

Unaw’d by virtue, and the voice of truth.
S.

VAUCLUSE.

“ The Valley of Vauclufe is celebrated for 
its beauty: but how much of its fame has 
been owing to its having been the refidence 
of Petrarch

------ MAIS ces eaux, ce beau ciel, ce vallon 
enchanteur,

Moins que Petrarche et Laure interrefToient 
mon coeur.

“ La voila done,” difois-je, “ oul, voila cette 
rive

tf Que Petrarche charmoit de fa lyre plaintive.
“ Ici Petrarche, a Laure exprimant fon 

amour,
“ Voyoit naitre troptard, mourir trop tot le 

jour.
“ Retrouverai-je encore, fur fes rocs foli- 

taires,
“ De leurs chifFres unis les tendres carac- 

tcres ?”
Une grotte ecartee avoit frappe mes yeux— 
,c Grotte fombre, dis moi fi tu les vis heu- 

reux ?”
M’ecriois-je—TJn vieux tronc bordoit-il le 

rivage ?
Laure avoit repofe fous fon antique ombrage.
Je redemandois Laure a 1’Echo du vallon : 
Et i’Echo n’avoit point oublie fon doux nom. 
Partout mes yeux cherchoient, voyoient Pe­

trarche et Laure ;
Et par eux ces beaux lieux Pembellifibient 

encore.
Quoted by Alifon on the nature of the 
emotions of the fublime and beautiful.

TRANSLATED.

----- BUT not the vale, the fpring, the Iky 
ferene,

Touched, like th’ inlpiring genius of the 
feene !

“ Yes 1 here’s the bank,” 1 cried, “ and 
here the fiream

<£ Where Petrarch fung, and Laura was the 
theme j

Where, while he pour’d to her th’impaf- 
fioned lay,

“ Too late return’d, too quickly clos’d the 
day.
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« Sure on thefe rocks th’ enquiring eye might 
find,

« Trac’d by fond love, their tender names 
combin’d !

« Say, lone recefs!” — a fccret grot was 
near—

« Say, were thefe conftant lovers happy 
here ?”

Shades there the ftream a dark and rev’rend 
pine—

Beneath that fhade might Laura once recline, 
I call on Echo, ’mid her deep retreats, 
And faithful Echo “ Laura” ftill repeats. 
Petrarch and Laura blend with all around, 
And breathe their int’reft o’er the magic 

ground.
G. N.

LINES,

WRITTEN AT H AMPTON-COURT, HERE­
FORDSHIRE, FRIDAY, SEPT. 22, 1797*

* It is faid a lion appeared in a vlfion or dream to King Mervald, by whom he was 
jnftigated to found a minfter in the neighbourhood, which was thence called Leominfter.

+ The noble pofieffors,
Yield

LONG had this pile, deferted and forlorn 
(O erfpread with brambles rude and 

horrid thorn),
Stood, of its perfect form and ftyle bereft. 
Where owls and bats their midnight orgies 

kept.
Here oft’ were feen th’ anceftral heroes’ 

fhades,
By midnight moon, ftalk o’er the checquer’d 

glades ;
Here fometimes heard the lion’s awful roar, 
Which bade a fuperftitious king * of yore 
Endow a minder and monaftic cells, 
Where now no cowled monk nor wailing 

virgin dwells.
No more thefe rooms with Ihouts and cla­

mour ring,
No more in runic drains the warriors ft ng. 
Once ftern-brow'd chivalry was wont to tel? 
How by his arm the Painim-Caitiff fell j 
His conquering fword the portals huge 

obey’d,
Oped and f. t free each fpell-enchanted maid. 
But lately Taite f and Genius f bent their 

way,
Thefe once proud domes and ruins to furvey; 
At their approach the fable thickets fiew, 
The fapping ivy, mofs, and baneful yew ; 
They, with Vltruvian art the Rones replace, 
And the grand mafs owns more than native 

g!ace,
The trophied h ill, that frown’d with nodding 

plumes *
And hideous fhapes that grinn’d in tap’ftry’d 

rooms,
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Yield to the works that milder fcenes im­
part,

The pencil’s * vivid glow and graphic art. 
The roof that erft with uncouth legends rung, 
Hears notes of harmony by beauty fung ;
Or from the lyre her fkill fweet concords 

draw,
^Net fuch as when relentlefs Edward’s law 
Theminftrels banifli’d) but a heav’nly ftrain 
To mark the bleffings of a George’s reign.
■Whilft far around, the hills by nature dreft 
Unapprehenfive wave their fylvan creft 5 
No wood nymphs’ flrrieks, nor Druids’ moans 

upbraid
The gentle hands that their brown haunts in­

vade ;
No ruthlefs axe (the fpendthrift’s fceptre) 

wounds
The aged trunks that grace the hallow’d 

grounds ;
In purer lymph the wanton Naiads fport, 
For art with nature here holds equal court. 
All, all his their’s—-fcenes for a poet’s theme, 
Such as once fang on Avon s magic ftream. 
Long may the houfehold Gods their hearths 

poffcfs,
Where reigns the will, and power to eafe dif- 

trefs,
And godlike charity delights to dwell,
Of whofe good works recording fame fhall 

tell.
AN AMATEUR.

2T0 A YOUNG LADY WHO IMAGINED THE 
AUTHOR DISGUSTED BY HER SEEMING 
NEGLECT, after an insurmount­
able BARRIER HAD BEEN OPPOSED 
TO THEIR MARRIAGE.

I.
TJ ECKLESS of cenfure, negligent of praife, 

Say, lov’d Louifa, may thy bard impart 
In artlefs, unpremeditated lays

The proud affertion of a faithful heart ? 
II.

Thy dear laft letter, where affeflion wears 
The garb of coy fufpicion, needlefs came :

Ah 1 truft me, vain are all thy tender fears 5 
Nor fancied flights, nor death can quench 

the flame

III.
That virtue cherifheth. For—■ though fweet 

hope
Her firft-born long hath buried—mid the 

gloom
Of cyprefs and the willow’s trembling Hope, 

Love’s myrtle fprings triumphant o’er the 
tomb.

IV.
There fhall it flourifh ever. Let no hand, 

No foot impertinently dare invade
The mournful maufoleum ! It. fhall Hand 

Inviolate in confecrated /hade.
ALEXIS.

Chelfea, March 12, 1793.

ANSWER TO UTRUM HORUM.

TF cruel pow’r the throne afeend,
-*■  Till humbled in its grave,
We find, inftead of virtue’s friend, 

Each brutal paffion’s Jla-ve.
What tho’ its might the defpet’s hand 

Extend from pole to pole ?
True blifs, which it can ne’er command, 

Is centred in the foul.
If treach’ry, murder, force'be found

In Ofmyn’s favage leign :
His tortur’d thoughts were doubtlefs bound 

In flav’ry’s vileft chain.
The deeds of day in dreams appear’d, 

His haunted foul confin’d :
Can Caled’s bondage be compar’d 

With bondage of the mind ?
The King, I hope, is prov’d a Have, 

A far lefs eafy thing
’Twill be, if Caius now fhould crave

The Have be prov’d a King.
In dreams, a fceptre Caled finds, 

And grafps it with delight—
Sueh are the joys of human minds!

Mere vifions of the night!

ERRATUM
IN MAG. FOR JULY 1797.

And dufky mantled Gee had call’d, 
read

And dufky mantled Eve had call'd.

* Lady M. being one of the firft dilettanti in this kingdom ; there are two miniatures very 
aptly decorating a fmall cabinet containing a white handkerchief tlained with blood, with 
■which Lord Coningfby ftaunch’d the blood of the wound King William received at The 
Boyne. Thefe are miniatures of King William and Mary, in a ftyle and heighth of finilhlng 
equal W any modern or ancient artifts.

JOURNAL



[ *93 J

JOURNAL OF THE PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE 

SECOND SESSION OF THE EIGHTEENTH PARLIAMENT OF GREAT BRITAIN.

( Continued from Page 131. J

HOUSE OF LORDS.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13.

THE Lord Chancellor prefented two
Meffages from his Majefty, in pur­

port, deliring the concurrence of their 
Lordfhips, in enabling his Majefty to 
fettle a penfion of 2000I. per annum each 
on Admirals Lords St. Vincent and Dim- 
can, and on the two next heirs to their 
peerages, &c.

The Meffages were forthwith taken 
into confideration, agreeably to the pre­
cedent of Lord Rodney’s cafe in 1783, 
unanimoiifly concurred in, and Addreffes 
voted to his Majefty in confequence.

It was ordered by their Lordflrips> 
that the time limited fot receiving Re­
ports from the Judges upon Petitions 
prefented for private Bills, be enlarged to 
the 4-th of April.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15.
The Bills on the Table were forwarded 

in their refpeftive ftages.
TJie Supplementary Militia Bill was 

received from the Commons, and read a 
firft time.

FRIDA\, FEBRUARY 16.
The Duke of Bedford gave notice, 

that on Monday he ftiould move for the 
Houfe to be fummoned, for a motion 
which he meant to fubmit to their Lord- 
fhips.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17.
The Supplementary Militia Bill was 

read a third time, and paffed.
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19.

The Duke of Bedford laid, that not- 
withftanding he had failed in impreffing 
their Lordfliips with the neceffity for 
addreffing his Majefty to difmifs his 
prefent Minifters, he fhould once more 
bring the fubjeft before them ; and there­
fore he would move for the Houfe to be 

fummoned on this day three weeks, or 
on an earlier day, if more agreeable, 
when he would make a motion to that 
effect.

Lord Grenville, for one, had no ob­
jection to meet the motion of the noble 
Duke, though, when he confidered that 
his Majefty’s Minifters, in one of the 
moft arduous periods, had conducted the 
affairs of State to the fat isf action of the 
public, he was fomewhat furprized that 
fuch a motion ftiould be brought forward 
by his Grace. The motion was agreed 
to.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20.
The Royal Affent was given by Com- 

miflion to the Supplementary Militia 
BUI, and two private Bills.

The Houfe in a Committee of Privi­
leges heard Counfel in iupport of the 
claimant of the Beaumont peerage.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22..
In an Appeal from the Court of 

Chancery, the Duchefs of Rutland and. 
others againft------Wakeman and--------
Eyres, Efq. their Lordihips affirmed the 
decree, with 200I. cofts.

The-Bills on the table were read.
Mr. Dundas brought up Lords Duncan 

and St. Vincent’s Annuity Bills, and a 
Bill to explain and amend a Bill relative 
to the Supplementary Militia, which 
paffed this feflipn. It was read a firft» 
fecond, and third time.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23.
The Royal Affent was given by Com- 

miffion to the amended Supplementary 
Militia Bill, and two private Bills.

The Commiflioners were the Lord 
Chancellor, and Earls Spencer and Chef- 
terfield. * .

Adjourned,
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*94 THE EUROPEAN MAGAZINE,

COMMONS.

the prefent fituation of public affairs, 
every meafure of fafety was to be taken, 
and the Houle would, he was fure, agree 
with him, that the preparations for our 
own fecurity were to be governed con- 
fiderably by the preparations of the 
enemy. But the country was not to be 
alarmed even at thefe preparations, nor 
the fpirit in which they are made. He 
was convinced, that whatever might be 
the gafconading of the enemy, whatever 
the language they held out to the people 
of France, whatever the alluring piftures 
of the wealth of this country, and their 
incitements to attempt invafion for the 
fake of plunder, ftill the fpirit of the 
Nation would not be appalled ; English­
men would notfubmit themfelves willing 
facrifices to an inveterate, marauding foe. 
He fpoke it with warmth, becaufe he 
fpoke it to and with the country, that 
if the enemy fhould ever be fo mad as to 
attempt an invafion, they would find a 
people great and wealthy, prepared and 
able to defend themfelves. “ And (con­
tinued Mr. Dundas) our meafures will 
be fuch, that every man may lay in peace 
in his bed, on the faith of thole exertions. 
And fure I am, that whenever the enemy 
will make fuch an attempt, they will 
be overwhelmed with confulion and de- 
ftruftion.” He concluded with moving 
for leave to bring in a Bill for enabling 
his Majefty to call out fuch a portion of 
the Supplementary Militia as may at any 
time be found necefl'ary, and to provide 
the necefl'ary augmentation of the corps 
of the Regular Militia therefrom.-— 
Agreed to.

Mr. Dundas brought up this Bill in 
purfuance of his motion, which was read, 
a firft time.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9.
The Sheriffs of the City of London 

brought up a petition from the Lord 
Mayor and Corporation, praying for the 
continuance of the Aft for preventing 
Frauds in the Metage of Coals, which 
would otherwife expire with the prefent- 
feffion.—Ordered to lie on the table.

The Sheriffs alfo prefented a petition 
againft the Merchants’ fcheme for making 
Wet Docks in the Port of London, and 
praying to be heard by counlel againft 
the fame.

Mr. Aiderman Lulhington requefted 
that it may beo bferved, that the general 

fenfe

HOUSE OF

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 8.
HE Speaker read from a paper, 
which he had in his hand, the no­

tices received by him from the Governor
and Deputy Governor of the Bank of 
England, relative to the ftoppage of the 
circulation of dollars, and of the payment 
in cafli of the one and two pound notes.

Mr. Pitt moved, that the Houle do, 
On Monday fe’nnight, refolve itfelf into a 
Committee of the whole Houfe, to take 
into confideration the feveral Reports 
from the Seleft Committee of Finance. 
Agreed to.

The Aft of laft Seffions, empowering 
his Majefty to raife a Supplementary 
Militia, &c. having been read,

Mr. Dundas rofe: he had to move for 
leave to bring in a Bill to repeal the laid 
A61. The object of this Bill partly was 
alfo to afcertain how far his Majefty can 
have the power of calling out a certain 
portion of the militia within 21 days. 
That part of the Ail which had juft been 
read, which related to this circumftance, 
had been differently underftood by dif­
ferent perfons, and fome delay and diffi­
culty had arifen in confequence of it. 
In this Ail his Majefty was only em­
powered to call out one-third of the mi­
litia ; but that body having fince been 
reduced by a draught of 10,000 men from 
it to the regular regiments, it was now 
found expedient that his Majefty flaould 
have the power of calling out one-half. 
It was found necefl'ary, for the fake of 
the counties, that the bufinefs fhould be 
done with greater expedition than hither­
to; and to effeil this, and prevent too 
great an affemblage of the militia, he 
fhould propofe that the men be called out 
in the fubdivifions of the counties, and 
there ballot for the half that is to ferve. 
It would be remembered, that it was 
towards the dole of the fittings before 
the recefs, a Bill was brought in for 
drafting that 10,000 men from the mi­
litia, and he had the fatisfaftion to lay 
that the jneafme was attended with fuc- 
cefs. But it neceffarily occasioned a de­
ficiency in fome corps, which it was now 
intended to fupply by incorporating the 
Supplementary with the Regular militia. 
He did not mean to lay, that a larger 
portion than one.half would at no time 
be called out ; this would wholly depend 
upon the exigences of the country. Jn
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fenfe of the Corporation was by nd means 
againft the meafure. The merchants 
Were at prefent employed in the formation 
of a new plan. Whether that may prove 
more acceptable he knew not, but. at ail 
events fome meafure was necelfary to re­
pair the prefent defective Rate of the port 
of London.

The petition was ordered to lie on the 
table, and both parties to be heard by 
their c'ounfel.

Mr. Serjeant Adair brought up a pe­
tition from Mr. Macklin, of Fleet-ftreet, 
Rating that he had propoled to dilpole of 
his Gallery of Pictures, by way of 
chances dependant on the enfuing State 
Lottery. The ftate of the times was, 
however, fuch that he could difpofe of 
no more than one Jixtb of his whole 
number (2,500). The petition therefore 
prayed, that the decilion of thefe chances 
may be poftponed to, and depend on the 
State Lottery of the year 1799.

.The petition was referred to a Com­
mittee.

Mr. Pitt brought up a meffage from 
the King, of which the following is a 
copy :

“ G. R.
“ His Majefty having taken into his 

Royal confideration the eminent and fig- 
nal fervice performed by Adam Loid 
Vifcount Duncan, one of the Admirals 
of the Blue, on the Coalt of Holland, in 
an engagement, in the month of OHober 
laft, with a Dutch fleet, under the com­
mand of Admiral De Winter, not only 
highly honourable to himfelf, but greatly 
beneficial to his Majefly’s kingdoms, 
and being defirous to beftow upon the 
laid Adam Lord Vifcount Duncan fome 
confiderable and lading mark of his 
royal favour, as a teftimony of his Ma­
jefly’s approbation of the laid fervice, 
and for this purpofe to give and grant 
unto the faid Adam Lord Vifcount Dun­
can, and to the next fucceeding heirs 
male of the body of the faid Adam Lord 
Vifcount Duncan, to whom the title of 
Vifcount Duncan fhall defcend, for and 
during their lives, a net annuity of 2000I, 
per annum 5 but his Majefty not having 
it in his power to grant an annuity to 
that amount, or to extend the eft'eft of 
the laid grant beyond the term of his 
own file, recommends it to his faithful 
Commons to confider of a proper method 
of enabling his Majefty to grant the fame, 
and of extending, fecuring, and fettling 
fuch annuity to the faid Adam Lord 
Vifcount Duncan, and to the two next 
pet'fpns on whoip the title of Vifcount
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Duncan fhall defcend, in fuqh a manner 
as fhall be thought moft effectual for the 
benefit of the laid Adam Lord Vifcount 
Duncan and his family.”

Mr. Pitt moved, that this Meffage may 
be taken into confideration by a Com­
mittee of the whole Houfe on Monday 
next.—Ordered.

Mr. W. Biiid moved for an account 
of the produce of the taxes to the 5th of 
January 17985 and aifo for an account 
of the income of, and charges upon, the 
Confolidated Fund to the fame day.— 
Ordered.

Mr. Mainwaring obferved, that feveral 
petitions from the workmen and dealers 
in clocks and watches now lay on the 
table. Several had been prefented fince 
the recefs. It was not his intention to 
enter at prefent into the fubjeft matter of 
thefe petitions, as he underftood that no 
opposition was intended to be made to 
his motion. He fhould therefore fimply 
move, that thefe petitions fhould be re­
ferred to the confideration of a Commit­
tee.—Ordered.

The Committee was named, and or­
dered to fit to-morrow.

Mr. Pitt moved the fecond reading of 
the Bill for calling out a certain portion 
of the Supplementary Militia. This was 
a meafure the utility of which was ge­
nerally acknowledged. Some objections 
may arife when the Bill came to be dif- 
culfed in detail. Thefe, however, would 
come forward more properly in the Com­
mittee. The Bill was ordered to be 
committed on Monday.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12.
Mr. Pitt moved the Order of the Day 

for the Houfe to refolve itfelf into a 
Committee to take his Majefty’s Meffage 
into confideration. The order was ac­
cordingly read.

Mr. Pitt, alluding to fome circum- 
ftauces which had lately come to his 
knowledge, refpecling another illuftrious 
Commander, who had gained a brilliant 
victory in a different part of the w'Orld, 
propoled to defer the confideration of the 
Menage to Wednefday next, in order to 
take both cafes into confideration at the 
fame time.

Mr. Jekyll faid, he prefumed that the 
allufion was to Lord St. Vincent.

Mr. Pitt expreffed his aflent by a nod.
The motion for poftponing the con­

fideration of the Royal Meffage was put 
and carried.

The Supplementary Militia Bill went 
through the Committee.

Cea TUESDAY,
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13.
Mr. Pitt brought up a Meffage from 

his Majefty, which was .couched in the 
following terms :

“ G.R.
“ His Majefty having taken into his 

royal confideration the eminent and fignai 
fervices performed by Earl St. Vincent, 
Admiral of the Blue, in an engagement 
with the Spanifh fleet, under the com­
mand of Admiral Don Jofeph de Cor­
dova, on the 14-th of February 1797 ; a 
fervice not only honourable to himfelf, 
hut highly beneficial to this kingdom ; 
and his Majefty being defirous to beftow 
fome permanent mark, in teftimony of 
his royal approbation, on the laid Ad­
miral Earl St. Vincent, for fuch fignai 
iervice, has determined to give and grant 
to the faid Earl St. Vincent, and to his 
two next fucceeding heirs male, on whom 
his title fliall defcend, a net annuity of 
2000I. But his Majefty, not having it 
in his power to give or extend the lame 
beyond the term of his own life, recom­
mends to his faithful Commons to take 
his royal intention into confideration, and 
to adopt the neceffary meafures to enable 
his Majefty to grant, fecure, and fettle 
the above mentioned annuity on the faid 
Earl St. Vincent, and his two next fuc­
ceeding heirs, on whom the title fhall 
devolve, in fuch manner as fhall be moft 
efteftual for their benefit.”

The Meffage was ordered to be taken 
into confideration to-morrow.

The Town Corporate Jurifdiftion Bill 
went through the Committee. The Re­
port was ordered to be received to­
morrow.

WEpNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14..
Mr. Pitt moved the Order of the Day, 

for the Houfe to refolve itfelf into a Com­
mittee to take into confideration his 
Majefty’s Meffages, recommending a 
parliamentary provifion to be made to 
Admirals Earl St. Vincent and Lord 
Vifcount Duncan, fortheir diftinguifhed 
profeflional fervices. The exploits 
achieved by thefe two gallant Command­
ers were, he remarked, lb fimilar in 
brilliancy and importance, that he hardly 
knew to which the precedence ought to 
be given in the Committee. As Lord 
St. Vincent’s viftory claimed it in point 
of date, and as this was the anniverfary 
of that memorable event, he propofed 
that the refblution refpefting the noble 
Earl Ihould have the priority. In the 
Committee a refolution, reciting the 
-heads of the meffage, and expreffmg the 
feadiixefs of the Houfe to enable his

a

Majefty to carry his wifti into effeft 
towards Earl St. Vincent, was read.

Mr. Jekyll remarked, that the Houfe 
and the Public muft feel that this was a 
compulfory aft of gratitude. A refe­
rence to dates would fliew how tardy 
Minifters were in rewarding merit in one 
inftance, and with what alacrity they 
could do it in another. To eftablifh this 
point, he adverted to the Addrefs of 
Thanks voted on the 2d of March to 
Lord St. Vincent, for his unparalleled 
viftory. On that occafion the queftion 
of form was interpofed to a propofition 
for fome fignai mark of approbation. 
But when the relative of a perfon high in 
office diftinguilhes himfelf, a peerage is 
fpontaneoufly granted, and before thofe 
flioes were old in which he walked to the 
Houfe of Lords, a pecuniary recompence 
is propofed.

Mr. Pitt faid, with refpeft to the tar- 
dinefs complained of in the one inftance, 
and the alacrity in the other, he had only 
to remark, that Lord Duncan’s circum- 
ftances were known to be unequal to fup- 
porting the dignity of the peerage with­
out a pecuniary provifion at the time the 
title was beftowed, but declared that he 
was not in poffeflion of the information 
refpefting Lord St. Vincent’s inability to 
fupport the dignity, more than twenty- 
four hours before the communication was 
prefented to the Houfe.

Mr. Nicholls did not think the prefent 
fituation of the country warranted the 
propofition.

Mr. Dundas admitted his affinity to 
Lord Duncan, and afked if it was rea- 
fonable that a man’s fervices Ihould not 
be requited, becaufe he happened to be 
related to his Majefty’s Minifters ? He 
then beftowed fome handfome compli­
ments on the public and private cha- 
rafter of his Lordfhip, and declared, 
that unlefs he received the propofed re­
ward, it would be an injpftice to th? 
country.

Sir W. Dolben fuggefted the pro­
priety of granting the penfion to the 
family in perpetuity.

After a few words from Mr. Jones and 
Mr. Pitt, in explanation, the Refolutions 
were put and agreed to, nem. con.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY I 5.
Mr. Hobart brought up the Report of 

the Committee to whom were referred 
the Royal Meffages, recommending pe­
cuniary remunerations to Admirals Earl 
St. Vincent and Lord Vifcount Duncan, 
The Refolutions were agreed to, and 
Bills ordered,

.............. .  The
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The Order of the Day was read for 
the third reading of the Supplementary 
Militia Bill.

Sir J. Sinclair faid, before the Bill 
was read, he wilhed to fuggeft the pro­
priety of an alteration in the preamble. 
It was ftated, “ Whereas it is expedient 
to call out half of the Supplementary 
Militia,” from this it fhould appear, that 
only part could be embodied. He knew 
not what information Minifters were in 
poffeffion of, but from the great military 
preparations of the enemy, it was in­
cumbent upon us to be prepared for an 
efteflual refiftance, if they fhould attempt 
to carry their menaces into execution. 
To leave it open'therefore to call out the 
*i»hole, he fhould propofe that the words 
may be fhould be fublcribed for the word 
IS.

The Bill was then read a third time, 
after which the amendment was agreed 
to.

Mr. Pitt moved, that the Order for 
taking into confideration the different 
.Reports of the Committee of Finance on 
Monday next, fhould be enlarged to 
Wed ne (day.

Ordered.
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 16.

Mr. Role brought up. the Bills for 
fettling and fecuring the annuities agreed 
Jo by the Houle on Admirals Earl St. 
Vincent and Lord Duncan, which were 
feverally read the firft time.

The Quarantine Bill was brought in 
and read the firft time.

Mr. Rofe moved, that the Houfe 
fhould refolve itfelf into a Committee on 
Monday next, to confider the propriety 
or bringing in a Bill to repeal lb much 
of the laid A6ls as relates to the Duty on 
Gold apd Silver ufed in the manufacture 
of Watch Cafes.

An Eftimate of the Navy Debt, as it 
flood on the 31ft of December 1797, was 
ordered to be laid on the table.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY I 7.
Macklin’s Lottery Bill‘was read a fe- 

£ond time.
Mr. Serjeant Adair ftated, that unlefs 

the Bill was palled before the drawing of 
the Lottery, Mr. Macklin, for whole 
benefit this Bill was intended, would be 
utterly ruined. He therefore moved, 
that the Bjll fhould be committed on 
Monday next, though it was always ufual 
that a longer fpace'fhould intervene be­
tween the lecond reading and the Com­
mittees upon private Bills.

The motion was agreed tQ.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19.
Lord Duncan’s and Earl St. Vincent’s 

Annuity Bills were read a lecond time, 
and committed.

Chilton Inclofure Bill was read a firft: 
time. 7

The Corporation Caufes, and Mack­
lin’s Lottery Bills, were reported, and 
ordered to be eirgrofied.

A petition from the Commiffioners of 
the Tower Sewers was prefented againft 
the London Docks’ Bill, and ordered to 
be heard on the fecond reading of the 
Bill.

The Refolutjons of the Committee of 
Supply were reported, and agreed to.

An Account of Regulations in Offices 
made by the Treatury was prefented, and 
ordered to lie on the table.

The Houfe, in a Committee, went 
through the Land ‘Tax Commiffioners’ 
Bill, and ordered it to be reported.

The Order of the Day was read tor the 
Houle to refolve itfelf into a Committee 
for the confideration of certain duties, 
impofed by two Afis of his prelent 
Majefty, on Gold and Silver Manufac­
tured Plate.

Mr. Rofe faid, the produce of the tax 
on Plate thus manufaftured was no ob­
ject to Government, whilft its remiffion 
was ftated to be a great relief to the 
trade.

The Houfe then refolved itfelf into a 
Committee. The Refolution was,£{ That 
the Duties on Gold and Silver Plate, 
manufaftured into Watch cafes, flrall 
ceafe and determine.” The Refolution 
to be reported to-morrow.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20.
The Committees on Earl St. Vincent’s 

and Lord Duncan’s Annuity Bills went 
through, and ordered them to be re­
ported.

Three accounts from the Treafury, 
and two accounts from the Navy Office 
weie prefented, and Ordered to lie on the 
table.

Macklin’s l ottery Bill was read a 
third time, and palled.

Petition for Kennet and Avon Canal 
was prefented, and a Bill ordered.

. Mr. Rofe moved for leave to bring in 
a Bill for continuing the Abt. of iaft 
Seflions for {regulating the Diftilleries in. 
Scotland, which was agreed to, and the 
Reportotdered to be received to-morrow*

Mr. Wilbraham Bootle moved, that 
the Order of the Day for taking into 
confideration the Election "I reating Abt 
fliould be poftponed to this day fortnight.

Mr. C.
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Mr. C. Dundas fuggefted the propriety 
of deferring the order one month, on ac­
count of the Affixes, which would oblige 
ieveral Gentlemen, who might wifh to 
deliver their fentiments, to be in the 
country.

Mr. Tierney thought it would be 
better to commit the Bill this day week, 
and to fix a diftant day for the confi- 

,deration of the Report. The original 
.motion was withdrawn, and the Com­
mittee on the Bill ordered for this day 
week.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21.
The Chancellor of the Exchequer 

.moved the Order of the Day on the Re­
ports of the Committee of' Finance ; 
which being read,

He moved, that the proceedings of the 
Commiffioners of the Treafury had in 
confequence of fuch Reports be referred 
to the fame Committee.—Ordered.

The Hcufe refolved itfelf into a Com­
mittee of the whole Houle, to confider of 
all thefe proceedings.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer then 
obferved, that the proceedings which had 
been had upon the fubjeft now before the 
Committee -were necelfarily of great 
length. There were many things which 
xniift hereafter come before the Houfe for 
difcuffion. Many other tilings had been 
under the regulation of Executive Go­
vernment, and arrangements made, agree­
ing in general with the opinions and 
fuggeftions of thefe Committees. There 
were not many points that would require 
the intervention of Parliament to carry 
the fuggeftions of the Committee into 
effeft ; at lead he fhould not have many 
of them to bring forward now. He 
fhoyld only move fome of the points that 
b ad been fuggefted by the Committee; 
and here he muft obferv.e, that after the 
Bills for which he fhould move were 
brought in, Gentlemen would have an 
opportunity of difcuffing the points bet­
ter than could be done at prefent. That 
to which he now chiefly referred was to 
pe found in the Fourth Report : the firft 
part related to general finance, of which 
he did not at prefent mean to t«ke any 
notice. The part to which lie wiflied 
to draw the attention of the Committee 
related to the neceffity of making fome 
Parliamentary regulations with regard to 
public offices ; and his chief objeft was 
to give a Parliamentary fanftion to the 
fuggeftions of the Committee upon that 
fubject, many parts of which had been 
already carried into execution by Exe­

cutive Government, they having power 
to do fo without legiflative authority.. 
Much of the plan of the Committee had 
been put in a train during the laft four­
teen years ; but there was fome modi­
fication of offices which had been deemed 
advifeable by the Committee that could 
not be carried into effect without legif­
lative authority, and therefore it became 
neceffary for him to move for leave to 
bring in Bills for thefe purpofes. Few 
of thefe meafures were expefted to be of 
immediate public benefit, but they were 
expedited to be hereafter beneficial to a 
confiderable extent. They differed per­
haps from fome parts of the Reports of 
the Committee, but in general they were 
in conformity to fuch Reports. He 
fhould move that leave be given to bring 
in a Bill to abolifh certain offices in the 
Cuftoms, and for regulating others, &c. 
He laid it had been long under con- 
fideration to abolifh certain fees, and fa 
introduce fome regulations inftead of 
them at the Cuftoms ; but he appre­
hended that the queftion would be at­
tended with confiderable difficulty, and 
he was extremely doubtful whether any 
mode could be found that would be raora 
latisfaCtory to the Merchants than the 
mode now adopted. For that reafori no 
arrangement had hitherto been attempted 
to be made ; nor had he at prefent any 
thing to propofe upon that head. He 
had heard a great deal, and many plans 
had been fubmitted upon that fubjeil ; 
but he had not yet been able to form a 
decided opinion upon any of them.

Another meafure was relative to the 
Cuftoms and other Offices, upon which 
he had a propofition to fubmit to the 
Committee, which was, “ That leave be 
given to bring in a Bill to abolifh the 
unnecefiary number of holidays at the 
Cuftoms and other public offices, and 
for enforcing the perfonal attendance of 
certain officers belonging thereto.”

Another meafure was, one alfo founded 
on the Report of the Committee ; it was 
an alteration of the mode of collecting 
the revenue on the article of fait. This 
he propofed doing by transferring the 
management of that duty to the manage­
ment of the Officers of Excife.

Another meafure was, one that was 
more of a queftion of police perhaps th?.n 
any other, he meant lente better regu­
lation with regard to hawkers and ped? 
lars.

He then moved for leave to bring in 
tjie different Bills, the object of which 

\ ...... i ' • he 
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he had thus fhortly opened, and leave 
was given for each in its order.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer then 
faid, that the next object he had to fub- 
mit, was one that related to the Land 
Tax and the Affeffed Taxes of Scotland. 
He moved, that leave be given to bring 
.in a Bill to provide for the more fpeedy 
colieftion and remittance of the Land 
Tax and Affeffed Taxes in Scotland

Sir John Sinclair laid, he entertained 
doubts whether this motion would an­
swer any good purpofe, or whether it 
contained all that ought to be fpecified 
in order to attain the object which the 
Right Hon. Gentleman feemed to have 
in view. This, however, was not his 
chief reafon for riling ; what he wanted 
chiefly to know was, whether the Finance 
Committee was to be revived or not ?

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, 
that he had not fubmitted all he had to 
fubmit to this Committee. The Hon. 
Baronet might have collefted from what 
he faid, that he fhould have fome motion 
to that effeft, and it happened Angularly 
enough, that he held now in his hand a 
motion to revive that Committee. He 
ftated that few of the objects comprifed 
in the Reports of the Committee were 
inch as to require Parliamentary pro- 
vifion ; that molt of them might be well 
managed under the regulation which had 
been adopted by Executive Government, 
and that fome of thefe regulations had 
already been carried into effeft. How 
far others that had been fuggefted might 
need improvement, he would not prefume 
to determine ; but when they came to be 
laid before the Houfe, every Gentleman 
would have an opportunity of delivering 
his opinion upon them, and the Houfe 
would undoubtedly fupply any unin­
tentional omiffions of the Executive Go­
vernment : and an opportunity would be 
given to the Committee to fuggeft any 
further improvements that might appear 
to them to be prafticable. In order to 
keep this matter before the Houfe, he 
meant, after this Refolution fhould be 
difpofed of, to move, that the Chairman 
be direfted to move the Houfe for leave 
to fit again.

The cueftion was then put and car­
ried.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer made 
a motion for the revival of the Seleft 
Committee of Finance, which was agreed 
tO. s.

The Houfe being refumed, Mr. Ho­
bart reported the Refolutions, and afked 
leave to lit again, whiffy was granted.

199

The Finance Committee being nomi­
nated, it confifted of the fame names as 
the former. Mr. Sheridan’s being the 
laft upon the lift.

Mr. Wilberforce doubted the pro­
priety of fuffering the name of any 
Member who had leceded from the Houle 
upon any Committee, becaufe it was 
important that none fhould be nominated 
upon fuch Committees but thole who 
were likely to do their duty.

The queftion being put, that thefe be 
the names of the Committee,

The Chancellor of the Exchequer laid, 
that if it fnould appear there was a de­
ficiency of attendance, the Houfe pof- 
feffed, and would exercife the power of 
fubftituting other Members for thofe 
who abfented themfelves. But it did 
not appear to him to be necefiary to make 
any alteration in a Committee whole Re­
port gave fo much fatisfaftion. But as 
to -thofe who chofe to abfent themfelves, 
he could only fay it was utterly impof- 
fible for any Gentleman, confiftently with 
the duty he owed to his conliituents, to 
abfent himfelf; and as impofiible for him 
to fay in that Houfe that he would not 
attend it, without being fubjeft to the 
cenfure of the Houfe. Whether any 
thing of that kind had been faid any 
where elfe was not then to be inquired 
into. The Houfe could not be guided 
by any rumour of feceffion. As to fome 
of the Members of the Committee, their 
abfence was unavoidable, for they were 
upon military duty. He did not think 
that there would be any material de­
ficiency of attendance of the Committee, 
and therefore he did not move for any 
additional names.

The queftion was then put and car­
ried.

The Houfe agreed to go into a Com­
mittee of the whole Houfe on Monday 
le’nnight, to conlider further of the Re­
port of the Committee of Finance.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
moved the Order of the .t)av, for the 
Houfe to refolve itfelf into a Committee 
of the whole Houfe, to conlider of Ways 
and Means for raifing a Supply. The 
Houfe having refolved itfelf accordingly,

The Chancellor of the Exchequer laid, 
he had now to move for the ufmfffum to 
be raifed on Exchequer Bills, that was, 
he propofed the fame fum as .was granted 
laft Setlidn of Parliament. 'I he parti­
culars of this motion he would ftate to 
the Committee. From the circumftances 
of the country he had thought it proper 
to defer the opening the Vvays and 

Means 
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Means for railing the Supply for feme 
weeks, for which there were various 
realbns. There was reafon for thinking 
that leaving this matter open for a time 
may render a Loan lefs neceflary than it 
would otherwife be. The liberality and 
public fpirit which had already difplayed 
itfelf, and the fpirit which had already 
been manifefted, and which he trailed 
would foon fpread all over the kingdom, 
was of a very flattering nature, and he 
thought it advifable to give time for the 
operation of that fpirit before he opened 
the Ways and Means for railing the 
Supplies of the year. Another reafon 
was, that by the delay he propofed in 
this refpedl, an opportunity would be 
had to fee the effect of the late Afl'efled 
Taxes, by allowing the time for the firft 
inftalment to pals before the Ways and 
Means were opened. He then moved a 
Refolution, “ That three millions be 
raifed on Exchequer Bills.”

Sir John Sinclair faid, he doubted the 
policy of this meafure. If there were 
any circumftances that rendered it pro­
bable that money would he lefs fcarce 
hereafter than it was at prefent, then the 
poftponing the Ways and Means would 
he a wife meafure ; but he apprehended 
the contrary, and therefore the Minifter 
might have reafon to repent of this de­
lay. He complained of the (complex 
manner in which the public finances 
were brought forward. In former times 
the whole income and expenditure of the 
Country were brought on together, fo 
that both could be feen at a view; but 
by this complex mode of proceeding, the 
finance of the country could not be well 
underftood. This was a new confufion 
in cur accounts, and he muft object to 
this Refolution.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ob- 
ferved, that he believed there never was 
3 period in the hiftory of this country 
in which the fubjeft of finance had been 
rendered fo acceffible to every under- 
ftanding as the prefent period.. True it 
was that in former times the matter was 
laid before the Houfe at one time, but 
that did not imply that they were clearer 
on that account; and in reality they were 
fo far from being fo, that they were in­
telligible only to thofe who had made 
finance the whole ftudy of their lives. 
The reafon why he ftated thefe things 
more than once, was for the purpofe of 
explaining each article under its own 
particular head ; and it was Angular that 
the Hon. Baronet, who complained of the 
confufion cf our finances, Should be 

againft a fyftem that had explanation for 
its object.

The Refolution was then put and 
carried.

The Report of Lord Duncan and Earl 
St. Vincent’s Annuity Bill was brought 
up, read, and agreed to, after which the 
Bill was ordered to be read a third time 
to-morrow, if then engrofled.

A Bill was ordered to be brought in 
purfuant to the Refolution of a Com­
mittee relative to the Scotch Diftillery.' 
It is to be a temporary meafure only. 
Some letters Upon this iu'bjeft directed to' 
Mr. Rofe and the Officers of the Trea- 
fury from the Collectors in Scotland, 
were ordered to be laid before the Houle.

Sir John Sinclair brought up a pe­
tition from the Board of Agriculture, 
which was ordered to be laid on the 
table.

Mr. Rofe brought up a Bill to repeal 
the late duty impofed upon gold and 
filverufed for watch cafes. Read a firft 
time, and ordeied to be read a feeond 
time to-morrow.

The other orders were deferred. 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23.

The Bill for permitting the importa­
tion of fait from Portugal in neutral 
bottoms was brought in and read a firft 
time, as were the Sill for the abolition of 
fuperfluous Offices in the Cuftoms, the 
Bill for reducing the number of Holidays 
at the Public Offices, and the Scotch 
Diftiilery Bill.

Earl St. Vincent’s and Lord Duncan’s 
Annuity Bills were read a third time, 
and pafled nem.con.

Mr. Hobart brought up the Report of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
a Bill was ordered to enable his Majefty 
to raife three millions on Exchequer 
Bills.

The Solicitor General gave notice, that 
on Monday next he would move for leave 
to bring in a Bill to prevent the enemy 
from drawing.any refources from this 
country through the medium of the 
United Provinces.

Mr. Baker moved for an account of 
the proceedings of the Admiralty and 
Tranfport Boards, and of the Sick and 
Hurt Office, with refpeft to the treat­
ment of French prifoners of war.

Mr. Rofe feconded the motion.
An account was then moved for, of 

the expences incurred by the prifoners 
of war, from the commencement of ths 
war, together with the daily or weekly 
allowance to each individual: alfo an 
account of the rations iflued daily by the

Com-



FOR MARCH 179g. aos

Commiffioners for French prifoners, Up 
to the ill of February; and a copy of 
inftruflions to Captain Coates, relative 
to the regulations of Englifh prifoners in 
France. Agreed to.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23.
Mr. Hufkiffon moved, That there be 

laid before the Houfe extraSis from the 

letters and correfpondence refpeSling the 
detention and confinement of Sir Sidney 
Smith, and the negotiation entered into 
by the two countries refpe&ing prifoners 
of war.

Captain Berkeley feconded the motion, 
which was agreed to.

Adjourned,

TO THE EDITOR OF THE EUROPEAN MAGAZINE.
SIR,

IF you think the following Account of the Cape of Good Hope, fo far as relates to 
the Salubrity of the Climate, worth inferring in your ufeful Publication, pieafe to 
give it a place. It is an Extract from the Firft Part of an Inquiry into the Caufes 
which produce Difeafe among the Troops at the Cape of Good Hope, with a 
View of difcovering the molt effectual Means of Prevention. By Mr. Stewart 
Henderfon, Apothecary to his Majefty’s Forces at the Cape.

Your’s,
AN OLD CORRESPONDENT.

r'|~’RAVELLERS, who have vifited 
X this part of Africa for the purpofe 

of inveftigating the natural hiftory of the 
country, fpeak with rapture of the fa- 
lubrity of its air, and natural productions. 
I think it will be found, upon inquiry, to 
merit the moft favourable opinion with 
refpedl to them. The face of the coun­
try, for a conliderable diftance (except 
the land which forms the Cape) is rather 
low, but open and well cultivated, of a 
fandy and marly foil, which foon abfcrbs 
the rain, thereby preventing thofe noxious 
exhalations, which are fo productive of 
ficknefs in hot climates. The air, except 
a few months, may be called temperate ; 
the atraofphere is feldom loaded with 
moifture, but poffefles a degree of elafti- 
city not often felt in any other country. 
And although Farenheit’s thermometer, 
during the fummer months, ranges from 
80 to 90, and frequently a conliderable 
variation is fuddenly experienced, yet 
from the drynefs of the atmofpheric air, 
and a brifk circulation of it being kept 
up by the prevailing South-eaft winds, 
the conftitution buffers little from relaxa­
tion. Invalids from India, labouring- 
under complaints of debility, the effeft of 
great heat, foon recover their ftrength 
here, by the temperate and bracing air of 
the winter months. And as a Further 
proof of its falubrity, the florid and 
healthy looks we perceive in the Dutch 
inhabitants, efpecially thofe who live in 
the 'country, and are not enervated by 
luxury and indolence. Though it is re­
marked that there are not many inftances
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of longevity among them, in a great mea- 
fure owing to their habits and manner of 
life, yet they are happily exempt frcfa 
many of thofe endemic and epidemic 
difeafes which rage in other parts of the 
world, and annually carries off great 
numbers. The fmall-pox, meafles., re­
mittent and intermittent fever, and that 
moft fatal of all difeafes the jail, hofpital, 
or fliip-fever, which deftroys fo many of 
the human fpecies in every part of Eu­
rope, are never generated here ; and are 
unknown but when introduced, which, 
unfortunately for the natives, has fome- 
times happened. We likewife find that 
neither the inhabitants or officers are at­
tacked with the difeafes which prevail 
among the foldiers ; and it is a Angular 
circumftance, that not an officer of the 
army or navy has died of difeafe con­
trasted here, fince the Britiffi forces ar­
rived at the Cape ; which I think clearly 
proves, that no noxious quality exifts in 
the air of this country, which has been 
by lome imagined, and erroneoufly blamed, 
as the caufe of the malignity of the 
disorders, and the many deaths that have 
•occurred in the General Hofpital. We 
mult therefore look for other caufes than 
thofe affigned.

The natural productions for the ufe of 
man perhaps exceed in variety rycft parts 
of the world. At that feafon of the year 
when great heat prevails, nature has 
made ample provifion to leffen its influ­
ence on the human body, by the abund­
ance of fweet acid fiuits, which infiindt 
and car reafon dilate the ufe of. Upon

D d the 
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the whole, confidering its fituation, cli­
mate, and natural productions, fo far 
from being deemed unhealthy, it may 
more properly, in my opinion, be (tiled 
the Montpellier of the Southern Hemi- 
fphere.

After enumerating the caufes of difeafe, 
and pointing out the means of prevention, 
he concludes with obferving, that by at­
tention to cleanlinefs, ventilation, proper 

diet, cloathing, bedding, and preventing 
the ufe of ardent fpirits, the moft bene­
ficial and falutary effects would doubtlefs 
be produced in a country where the cli­
mate is fo favourable to health ; and I 
think is proved to have little or no (hare 
in occafioning the difeafes which are f’o 
deftrudtive to the troops.
Cape Town, Good Hope,

Dec. 16, 1797.

FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.
ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, FEB. 6, 1798.

Cbj/y of a Letter from Admiral the Dari 
of St. Vincent, Ji. B. Commander in 
Chief of his Mafejif s Ships and Vef- 
fels on the Coafi of Portugal, to Evan 
Nepean, Efq. dated on board the Ville 
de Paris, in the Tagus, the zotb of 
Jan. 1798.

SIR,

I ENCLOSE Letters from the Cap­
tains of L’Aigle, Alcmene, and Mer­
cury, Speedy, and King’s Fiiher (loops, 
reciting the captures of French and 
Spanilh privateers, made by the (hips 
and (loops under their commands. The 
judgment difplayed by Capt. Pierre- 
pont, joined to his fpirited conduit, and 
that of the Officers and crew of his M a- 
jefty’s (loop King’s Fiiher, in the aition 
with the Betfey, does credit to them, 
find honour to his Majefty’s arms ; and 
the aitivity of all the cruizers under 
my command is worthy of commenda­
tion.

I am, &c.
ST. VINCENT.

VAigle, at Sea, Jan. 5. 
my LORD,

I HAVE the honour to inform your 
Lordihip, on the 4th inft. off the coati 
of Corunna, I chaced and captured a 
French privateer (hip, of 20 guns and 
90 men ; been out eight days from 
j’Orient; (he is coppered, and a faff 
failer 5 not made any capture.

I have the honour to be, &c.
CHA. TYLER. 

Earl St. Vincent, ide.
Alcmene, at Sea, Jan.

MY LORD,
I HAVE the honour of informing 

your Lordihip, that the Buonaparte 
French privateer, carrying two guns, 
fqmc fwivels, and 40 men, was laft 

evening chaced by the fquadron under 
my command, and captured, after a few 
hours chace, by his Majefty’s (hip 
Lively ; (lie has been out nine days 
from Cadiz, without taking any thing.

I have the honour to be, &c.
GEO. HOPE.

Admiral the Earl St. Vincent.
Elis Majefly's Ship Mercuryt 

at Sea, Jan. 15, 1798.
MY LORD,

I HAD the honour to acquaint you, 
in my letter of the 6th inft. of having 
captured Le Benjamin French fhip pri­
vateer, belonging to Bourdeaux. I 
have now the fatisfaftion to inform your 
Lordihip, that this morning, Cape Fi- 
nifterre bearing Laft half North 40 
leagues, we difeovered two fail to lee­
ward, and, upon chacing them, Foot! 
found they were armed veffels. They 
continued near together until the Mer­
cury came almoft within gunfhot of the 
Ilernmoft, intending, as I fuppofed, to 
fupport each other; but, upon being 
clofe preffed, they fleered, different 
courfes, and I was enabled to come up 
with only one of them, after a chace of 
eight hours, who fired a few fhot, and 
flruck his colours. She proves to be 
Les Trois Soeurs French brig privateer, 
belonging,to Rochelle, pierced for iS 
guns, but mounting 16 fix-pounders, 
and 100 men, copper-bottomed, fails 
remarkably well, and only five days out 
of port on her firft cruize.

I have the honour to be, &c.
THO. ROGERS. 

To the Earl St. Vincent.

Speedy, off Oporto, Jan. 4.
MY LORD,

I HAVE the honour to acquaint 
you, that his Majefty’s (loop Speedy, 
having under convoy the brigantine 
>ally and Adlive, to fee them clear of 

the 
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the coaft from the Spaniffi row-boats, 
captured, on the ift inft. 15 leagues 
Weft of Viana, La Oliva, a Spanifh 
fchooner privateer, mounting 4 carriage 
guns and 12 fwivels, and manned with 
40 men ; (he is new, and coppered, out 
from Vigo ten days, and has not taken 
any thing.

I have the honour to be, &c.
HUGH DOWNMAN. 

Earl St. Vincent.

King's Fifer, Tagus, ‘Jan. 12. 
MY LORD,

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your 
Lordlhip, that on the morning of the 
Sth inftant, the Burlings bearing Eaft, 
diftant 50 leagues, at day light we dif- 
Covered a fhip in our weather quarter, 
and foon after perceived her to bear up 
and ftand towards us ; at nine we 
tacked, and at half paft (he hoifted 
French colours, and began firing, which 
we returned as we palled on different 
tacks, but at too great a diftance to do 
much execution ; (he then wore : find­
ing we could not weather her as I 
wilhed, we (hortened fail for her to get 
abreaftof us, when we began to engage, 
and continued for an hour and a quar­
ter ; falling little wind, and our Jib- 
boom being carried away, (lie (hot a- 
hpad of us, and endeavoured to make 
off, crouding all fail, and firing her 
ftern chacers. Having got out another 
Jib-boom, and the wind frefliening, at 
one P. M. we were enabled to renew 
the adlion, which was continued for 
half an hour, when (he (truck She is 
called La Betfcy, a (hip privateer, fitted 
out at Bourdeaux, copper-bottomed, 
pierced for 20guns, and mounting only 
16 fix-pounders, and had on board 118 
men, one of whom was killed ; the firft 
and fecond Captain and fix feamen 
wounded ; the fecond Captain and three 
feamen fince dead of their wounds. 
She Had been opt fifteen days, but made 
no capture.

The damages fuftained by the King’s 
Fiffier in hull, fails, and rigging, are 
trifling j and I am happy to add, that 
one man only is (lightly wounded.

I beg to exprefs my entire appro­
bation of the fteadi'nefs and good con­
duct of the Officers and drip’s company 
during the adtion, and have the honour 
to be, &c.

CH. H. PIERREPONT.
Earl of St. Vincent, &c.

Copy of a Letter from tbe Earl of St. 
Vincent, K. B. to Eman Nepean, Efq. 
dated ' on board tbe Ville de Paris*  
Rimer Tagus, Jan. 20, 1798,

SIR,
I ENCLOSE a letter I have received 

from Captain Williams, Commander of 
his Majefty’s (tore flrip the Gorgon, 
whofe judgment, in bearing away for 
Lifbon upon the intelligence he had 
obtained, merits my full approbation 
and you will acquaint the Lords Com- 
mifiioners of the Admiralty with his 
fubfequent fuccefs.

I am, &c.
ST. VINCENT.

His Majeffs Ship Gorgon, 
Tagus, Jan. 16.

MY LORD,
I HAVE the pleafure of acquainting 

your Lordfhi'p, that at half paft noon, 
on Saturday the 13th, in lat. 46 deg. 
9 min. long. 7 deg. 33 min. Cape 
Finifterre bearing S. 20 W, diftance 
about feventy leagues, I fell in with 
and retook the Ann brig, of Dartmouth, 
bound from Newfoundland to Lifbon. 
She had been taken fifteen days by a 
French privateer 5 and, whilft ex­
changing people, another brig, under 
National colours, bore down upon us, 
who, after a few (hot being fired at 
her, (truck to his Majefty’s fhip under 
my command ; (lie proves to be Le 
Henri, a French privateer, fromNantes, 
carrying 14 guns, and 108 men ; (lie 
had thrown five of her guns overboard, 
had been out five days, and taken no­
thing. I immediately ordered my firft. 
Lieutenant Archbald, with Mr. Trit­
ton and fixteen other fupernumeraries 
belonging to L’Aigle, to take poflelfion 
of her, and proceed in company with 
me to Lifbon, where I have the ad­
ditional pleafure to inform your Lord- 
fhip fhe is fafe arrived, and have every 
reafon to expeft the brig will ihortly 
join us.

I have the honour to be, &c. 
RICH. WILLIAMS.

To tbe Earl of St. Vincent, &c.

Copy of a Letter from Sir Edward Pel- 
lew, Bart. Captain of bis Majefty'*  
Ship Indefatigable, to Eman Nepean, 
Efq. dated at Sea, tbe z8tb ult,

SIR,
I HAVE the pleafure to inform you, 

that I this day, in company with his 
Majefty’s fhip Cambrian, captured rhe

D d a French 
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French fhip privateer L’Heureufe Nou- 
velle, of ax guns, and 130 meq, from 
Brett thirty-fix days, in which time 
they had taken nothing but a large fhip, 
an American, called the Providence, 
loaded with fugar and cotton, which I 
am in hopes of retaking, having left 
the Cambrian in chace of her.

I have the honour to be, &c.
EDW. PELLEW.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, FEE. 13, 1798.
Ex trail of a Letter from Admiral the 

Earl of St. Vincent, K. B. Commander 
in Chief of his Majefiy’s Ships and 
Vejfels on the Coafi of Portugal, to 
Evan Nepean, Efq. dated on board the 
Ville de Paris, in the L'agus, the 26th 
of fan. 1798.
I ENCLOSE an Extra# of a Letter 

from Captain Digby, of his Majefty’s 
fhip Aurora, relative to the capture of a 
Spanifh fchooner letter of marque, from 
Luguira.

Extrait of a Leiter from Captain Digby, 
of bis Majefiy's Ship Aurora, to Ad­
miral Earl of St. Vincent, dated the 
26th of fan. 1798.
I HAVE the honour to acquaint 

you, that I captured on the 17th inftant, 
to the weftward of Cape Finifterre, La 
Cafualided Spanifh letter of marque, 
fchooner rigged, mounting 6 guns and 
17 men, Don Yfidro Orneze, Com­
mander : 47 days from Caraccas, with 
a cargo of cocoa.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, FEB. 13, I798.
of a Letter from Vice-Admiral 

Kingfinill, Commander in Chief of his 
Majefiy's Ships and Vejfels on the 
Coafi of Ireland, to Ev an Nepean, Efq. 
dated at Cork, the fib infi.

SIR,
PLEASE to lay before my Lords 

Commiflioners of the Admiralty the 
accompanying letter to me from Cap- 
tain Frafer, of his Majefty’s fhip Shan­
non, giving account of his having cap­
tured, off Cape Clear, on the 2d inft. a 
large French fhip privateer, mounting 
34 guns and 150 men, with which he 
arrived here laft evening.

I have the honour to be, &c.
R. KINGSMILL.

Shannon, Cove of Cork, Feb. 3.
SIR,

I BEG to acquaint you, that yefter- 
day, at three P.M. being fix or eight 
leagues to the fouthward of Cape Clear, 

with his Majefty’s fhip under my com­
mand, I faw and gave chace to a fhip in 
the N. E. She at firft hoifted Englifh. 
colours, but on the Shannon s firing 4 
fhot towards her, fhe hauled them down, 
and hoifted the National flag, and fired 
her ftern chacets, continuing to do fo 
(without effeft) until the Shannon’s 
fhot fell far beyond her, when ihe ftruc!^ 
her colours, and brought to at five 
P. M.

She is called Le Duguay Trouin, a 
privateer of St. Malo, commanded by 
Citizen Legue, mounting twenty-four 
fix-pounders, feveral of which were 
thrown overboard during the chace, and 
armed with 150 men.

She failed from St. Malo the 3d of 
November, but having been forced into 
the river Benois, in Brittany, by bad 
weather, fhe had been only eight days 
from thence ; fhe had taken nothing 
until early in the'Tnorning of the day I 
fell in with her, when flie captured the 
Wilding, of Liverpool, Henry Ward, 
mafter, from Jamaica, 2,3 of whofe crew 
I found on board her. I have to regret 
the extreme hazinefs of the weather all 
day, which prevented any objeft from 
being feen at more than four or five 
miles diftance, otherwife I think I muft 
have feen and recaptured that fhip 5 but 
it blowing very frefh at weft, it was 
late in the night before the prize could 
be fecured and the prifoners fhiftedj 
which having done, I thought it necef- 
fary, from the number on board, and 
the ftate of the Shannon’s rigging, which 
had fuffered much in the late gales, to 
proceed for this port.

Le Duguay Trouin is 112 feet long 
on the gun deck, and 30 feet broad ; 
fhe is very well found in every thing as 
a privateer, and fails faft.

I have the honour to be, &c.
ALEX. FRASER. 

Vice-Admiral Kingfmill, Cork.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, FEB. 17, 1798. 
Extraii of a Letter from Vice-Admiral

Kingfmill, Commander in Chief of bis 
Majefiy's Ships and Vejfels on the Coafi 
of Ireland, to Evan Nepean, Efq. 
dated at Cork, the fib infi. '
I REQUEST you will lay before 

their Lordfhips rhe accompanying letter 
to me from Lord A. Beauclerk, giving 
an account of his having captured and 
brought in here Le Mars, of Nantes, a 
new coppered fhip privateer, mounting 
16 guns and 220 men.

Dryad,
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Dryad, Cork Harbour, Feb. 9. 
SIR,

I HAVE the honour to inform you, 
that on thezphinft. at five A. M. Cape 
Clear N. E. twenty leagues, I captured 
Le Mars, a ftout faft-failing privateer, 
from Nantes, pierced for ic guns, and 
mounted 12 twelves, 2 eighteens, and 
2 twelve pound carronades, with 232 
men ; had been out 49 days, and not 
captured any thing.

I am, &c.
A. BEAUCLERK, 

Vice-Admiral Kingfmill, Cork.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, FEB. 20, 1798. 
of a Letter from the Right Hon.

Admiral Lord Bridport, K. B. to Evan 
Nepean, Efq. dated the 16th inftant.
YOU will herewith receive, fortheir 

Lordfllips’ information, a copy of a 
letter from Captain Durham, of his 
Majefty’s fhip Anfon, Rating his having 
Captured Le Jafon fhip privateer, of 
Nantes, coppered, mounting 12 guns, 
and 108 men.

Y?ou will alfo receive a letter from 
Captain Herbert, of his Majefty’s ffiip 
Amelia, dated the 14th inft. ftating his 
having captured La Branche d?01ive, a 
French merchant brig, laden with flour, 
beef, wine, and brandy ; and with his 
having fallen in with a fmall convoy in 
the Paflage du Raz, and captured Le 
Cnltivateur de Rochelle brig, and an 
armed chaffe rparee ; but the latter 
having (truck upon a rock, he was ob­
liged to deftroy her.

J. am, &q.
BRIDPORT.

Anfon, at Sea, Feb. 8.
MY lord, 1

I BEG leave to acquaint your Lord- 
fhip, that I have this day captured Le 
Jafon French privateer, of 12 guns and 
108 men, belonging to Nantes, copper- 
bottomed, out two days, and made no 
captures.

I have the honour to be, &c.
P. C. DURHAM.

The Rf. Hon. Lord Bridport, K. B.
Amelia, Plymouth Sound, Feb. 14.

MY LORD,
I HAVE to inform your Lordfhip 

of the arrival of his Majefty’s fhip 
Amelia here this morning. Your Lord- 
fliip will from Captain Stirling have 
heard of my parting from him in a 
heavy gale of wind, on the 31ft ult. 
As foon as the weather made it poffible 
J returned off Ufliant, according to my 

205

orders. I made a night attempt to de­
ftroy a man of war, brig, and cutter, 
juft to the northward of Point St. 
Matthew’s, but quitted it ahnoft imme­
diately, finding from their fituation it 
was impoffible to effect it. At dark I 
came to an anchor off the Cap-du- 
Cherri, and fent all the boats armed, 
ciofe into Point St. Matthew’s, in hopes 
of taking part of the convoy under the 
protection of the veffels above-men­
tioned, if they attempted to go intQ , 
Breft that night. One boat, however, 
only fell in with and captured La 
Branche d’Olive, a French merchant 
brig, of about 170 tons, laden with flour, 
beef, wine, and brandy. The next day, 
having feen her fafe to the northward 
of Ufliant, I got in by dark ciofe to 
Point du Raz, and at day-light law a 
convoy, of one brig and fome chaffe 
marees, qnder protection of a fmall 
lugger, coming through the paflage. 
The lightnefs of the wind enabled the 
lugger and moft of the chaffe marees to 
efcape, but the brig Le Cnltivateur de 
Rochelle, and an armed chaffe maree, 
Le St. Pierre’s, were captured. The 
latter, having (truck on a rock in the 
paflage, I was obliged to deftroy her. 
having taken out of her part of het- 
cargo, confiding of officer’s baggage.

The brig is about 133 tons, laden, 
with brandy, wine, and groceries.

I am, my Lord, &c.
CHARLES HERBERT. 

Right Hon. LordBridport, 
K. B. ifc. &c.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, FEB. 24, 1798. 

Copy of a Leiter from Admiral the Earl of 
St. Vincent, K.B. Commander in Chief 
of his Majefty’s Ships and Veffels on 
the Coaft of Portugal, to Evan Nepean, 
Eft. dated on board the Ville de Paris, 
in the "Tagus, the -gift of Jan. 1798.

SIR,
I ENCLOSE a letter from Captain. 

Rogers, of his Majefty’s fhip the Mer­
cury, acquainting me with his having, 
captured La Conftance French priva­
teer, of 18 guns, the third taken by that 
fhip fince her arrival from Newfound­
land.

I am, &c. »
ST. VINCENT.

His Majefty’s Ship Mercury, 
at Sea, Jan. 25.

MY LORD,
I HAVE the honour to inform your 

Lordfhip, that this day at noon, the 
a Bur- 
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Burlings bearing S.E. 42 leagues, I fell 
in with La Conftance French brig pri­
vateer, belonging to Nantes, which I 
captured after a chace of five hours, 
fhe is a remarkable fine veffel, pierced 
for 18 guns, but has only 12 fix and 
nine-pounders on board, and 96 men, 
copper-bottomed, quite new, fails very 
fart, and is only ten days from Nantes, 
on a cruize off the Weftern Ifl'ands.

I have the honour to be, &c.
THO. ROGERS.

Earl St. Vincent, &c.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, FEB. 27, 1798.

Cispy of a Letter from Captain Charles 
Stirling, Commander 'of his Majefly's 
Ship Jafon, , to Evan Nepean, Efq. 
dated at Sea, the zyl of Feb. 1798.

SIR,
HIS Majefty’s fliip under my com­

mand this day captured Le Coureur, a 
corvette belonging to the Government 
of France, and commanded by the Offi­
cers of the Navy, but lent to the Mer- 
chants'for a privateer ;, fhe mounts 24. 
guns, and has 150 men.

k have the honour to be, &c.
CHA. STIRLING.

[ FROM OTHER PAPERS. ]

Hague, Feb. 10.
Several Reprefentatives have declared 

that they cannot fign the declaration re­
quired of them ; fo that now no lets than 
fixty-tlnee have refigned their feats.

The Conflituent Affembly, for by that 
name the Convention is now called, has 
abolifhed all the provisional Adminiftra- 
tions by the decree of Unity, of Sove­
reignty, and Territory; fb that we are 
no longer Hollanders or Utrechters, but 
appertain equally to the Batavian Re­
public.

The French head-quarters will for the 
future be at the refidence of General 
Joubert, for whom Government has hired 
tjie hotel formerly occupied by the Pruf- 
fjan Envoy. General Joubert is Com­
mander in Chief of the French and Ba­
tavian troops, but cannot fend the latter 
cut of the country without the confept of 
the Conflituent Affembly,

All the Commanders of the French 
troops in the Republic have received 
orders to carry into execution the decrees 
of the Conflituent Affembly, which 
unites in itfelf all power.

The Members of the Conflituent Af­
fembly wear a tri-coloured fcarf, on 

which are embroidered the arms of the 
French Republic.

The Minifters under the orders of the 
Executive Directory will be in number 
fix, viz. A Minifter for Foreign Af­
fairs ; another for Internal Affairs ; the 
Minifters of Juftice, the Finances, War, 
and the Marine. All public Officers mult 
take the oath of hatred to the Stadtholder- 
fhip, Ariftocracy, Federalif'm, and Anar­
chy.

The principles of our new Conftitu- 
tion, according to the late decrees, are to 
be the abolition of the refpeClive fove- 
reignty of the provinces, and of the feudal 
fyftem; the excluficn of the Orange 
party, and the enemies of the Sovereignty 
of the People, from the right of voting 
for ten years after the acceptance of the 
Gonrtitution : a plan of a. new fyftem of 
finance, founded on the relative abilities • 
of individuals ; the abolition of provin­
cial quotas ; (the Executive Government 
will fix the imports, fubjefl to the ratifi­
cation of the Legiflative Body ;) the fe- 
paration of the Legislative, Executive, 
and Judicial Powers, an annual refpon- 
fibility for the public expenditure; a 
firiCt alliance with the French Republic, 
&c. .

On the 5th inft. the Directory com­
pleted the new organization of the Pro­
vincial Adminiftrations. In the pro­
vince of Holland, not only the 55 Mem­
bers of. the late Provincial Adminiftra­
tions, but the 28 Members of the Pro­
vincial Committee have been let alide ; 
and in their Head .one body only ap­
pointed, confiding of 20 Members, with 
Citizen Hovens, of Haerlem, for their 
Prefident. Thefe are all tried men, 
whofe political principles are known to 
be perfectly agreeable tQ the new fyftem. 
They have received inftruHions from the 
Directory, contained in twenty-five ar­
ticles. Their authority is, however, in 
every thing entirely f’ubordinate to that 
of the Directory. Their function is to 
maintain order and tranquillity in the 
Province of Holland ; to collect the im­
ports, which, till the new Conftitutioq 
ihall be completed, will remain on the 
former footing; to pay the penfions 
charged on the Province until further 
confiderations and directions. They are 
all required to take the oath of hatred to 
the Stadtholderfhip, Ariftocracy, Fede­
ralifm, and Anarchy. They' may em­
ploy military force in cafe of neceffity, 
hut muft give immediate notice to the 
Directory ; and they may immediately 
fe,t alide from their office all Magift rates 

whq 
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tvho are inaflive, or difinclined to the 
preieht fyftern. The great power en- 
trufted to them has caufed a confiderable 
fenfation, and greatly alarmed many 
perfons.

The National Affembly has decreed, 
that thofe who have reiigned their feats 
as Reprefentatives, fhall be confidered as 
having loft the confidence of the Con- 
flituent Affembly, and of the Batavian 
people.

The Batavian Conftituent Affembly 
has fixed its new Government on Con- 
ftitutional bales. The bafes are as fol­
lows :

“ The abolition of the Divifion into 
Provinces. The confolidation of the 
debts of the different Provinces. The 
abolition of the Feudal Syftem.

“ The leparation of the Church from 
the State. No Corporation to have any 
regulations contrary to the laws of the 
Republic.

“ The exclufion of all the friends of 
the Houfe of Orange from the right of 
voting, and alfo of the enemies to the 
power of the people, and to the unity and 
mdivifibility of the Republic, for the 
fpace of ten years. This exclufion to be 
exaStly defined, that no fcope may be left 
for arbitrary decifions.

“ The formation of a Democratic Re- 
prefentative Republic, by the eftabiifh- 
ment of a Legiflative Body, confilfing of 
two Councils, and by the eftablifhment 
of an Executive Power, confilfing of Five 
Members, acting by their fubordinate 
.agents.

“ The inveftment in the National 
Treafury of all the public revenues of 
every kind and defcription.

“ The formation of a new Plan of 
Finance, founded on the relative abilities 
of every citizen.

“ The abolition of all the Provincial 
Quotas.

“ The Executive Power to furnifh 
every year the ftate cf the expences, both 
ordinary and extraordinary. The Le­
giflative Bodies to examine into thefe 
accounts, for the purpofe of granting or 
rejefting them by a formal decree.

“ The Commiflioners of the Treafury 
to be named by the Executive Power. 
Thofe of the Chamber of Accounts by 
the Legiflative Body.

“ The territory of the Republic to be 
divided into a convenient number of de­
partments.

“ There fhall be a diftindl divifion be­
tween the Executive, the Legiflative, and 
the Judicial Powers,

“ Commiffaries from the Executive 
Power to watch over the Adrhiniftrative 
and Judicial Authorities.

“ A High National Court to be formed, 
to judge of the offences which may be 
committed by the Members of the Le­
giflative Affembiies, ahd of the Executive 
Power, in their refpeftive functions.

“ The formation ©f a, Court of Judges 
of the Peace, whofe interference may 
conciliate the contending parties previous 
to their entering on a fuit at law.

“ A reform of the Civil and Penal 
Codes, and new Laws to be framed for 
this purpofe, at the leaft within the terms 
of three years.

“ The right of petitioning indivi­
dually, to be granted to every citizen. 
The Popular Societies to be united with, 
the Conltitutional Circles.

<■ The Revifion of the Conltitutional 
Act after the term of five years. L he 
fubfequent periods of revifion to be de­
cided by the Conftitution.

(i The Organization of a National 
Guard throughout the Republic.

“ An annual account to be publicly 
given by the Adminiltrators of the Na­
tional Funds.

“ An oath to be unavoidably taken of 
hatred to the Stadtholderian Government, 
to Federalifm, Ariftocracy, and Anar­
chy, by all perfons employed by the Go­
vernment.

“ No power to have a right to inter­
fere with the Banks in the different 
cities of the Republic. They fhall be 
confidered as facred pledges and iup- 
poi'ts of the credit of the Republic.

“ Inftitutions to be eftablifhed for 
public inftruftion in the arts and fciences, 
and alfo for the encouragement of com­
merce, navigation, agriculture, manu- 
faflures, fiiheries, &c.”

The laft article of this Code, which, 
conlifts of twenty-eight, ftates,

“ That there fhall be a ftrift union 
between the French and the Batavian 
Republics, in fuch a manner, that the 
latter, though confidered as completely' 
free, can entertain no political or com­
mercial connection with the enemies of 
France ; and that, in future, the two 
Republics fhall confider the caufe of 
either as a common caufe.”

Rajladt, Feb. 3. The fallowing is 
the anfwer of the French Minifters to the 
note of the Deputation of the Empire, in 
which they declared that they could not 
agree to the ceffion of the left bank of 
the Rhine, and that the indemnification 
pronofed for the powers who have pol- 
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feffiors on the left bank of ths Rhine, at 
the expence of thole on the right, and 
the fecularization of the Eleftorates or 
Bilhoprics, is imprafticable. It con­
cludes with entreating the French Mi- 
nifters to propofe more reafonable bales 
in the following words :

“ The Deputation of the Empire has 
been compelled formally to admit that the 
Republic -would not acquire a considerable 
accqfion of power and greatnefs by the 
acquifition of the Trans-Rhinane pro­
vinces, either in refpeft of their extent, 
their language, their cuftoms, and their 
modes of thinking. From this obferva- 
tion it indifputably follows, that it is 
not from a defile of aggrandizement that 
the French Republic defires the boundary 
of the Rhine, and that its demand refts 
upon a balls much more forcible, upon a 
motive common to the two powers, that 
of providing by invariable boundaries for 
their future tranquillity.

“ Such is the objeft at prefent to be 
fettled, and not that feries of queftions 
which the Deputation of the Empire en­
deavours to fubftitute in the room of the 
true object of difculfion. • The under- 
figned fhall add only a tingle reflection, 
and it is, that the prompt acceflion to 
the demand of the French Republic, the 
f’ubfequent examination of the atceffory 
•queftions, and the conclufion of a folid 
peace will remove all pretext for mutual 
complaints. This is the true way to 
prove that we refpeftively wilh in reality, 
and not in appearance, to put a period to 
the calamities of war.”

Treilhard and Bonnier, 
Members Plenipotentiary of the 

French Republic.
"Jan. 29, Year 6.
To this the Deputation returned an 

anfwer, in which they al'cribed the war to 
the aggrefllon of the French, and hope 
the Directory will fee the importance of 
their objeftions.

REVOLUTION IN ROME.
The Directory have lent a meflage to 

the Councils, on the fubjeft of the late 
events in Rome. This meflage details 
the events which have charafterifed the 
prefent Revolution. It expatiates upon 
the crimes of the Popes, Cardinals, and 
Priefts, who have for 1400 years formed 
the Theocratic Government of Rome, 
which in profperity and adverfity was 
uniformly perfidious.

The Roman people declare, in their 
ait of Sovereignty, publifhed on the 27th 
Pluviofe, that it is their wilh to preferve 

the religion which they Venerate and 
praftife, and to leave Untouched the 
dignity and fpiritual authority of the 
Pope. They farther declare, that their 
Reprefentatives fhall provide in a fuitable 
manner for his maintenance, and the 
fafety of his perfon fhall be fecured by 
the National Guards.

On the ad Ventofe, at four in the 
morning, the Pope left Rome ; he was 
followed by a guard, and treated with 
the refpefl due to his age. A Provifory 
Government, confifting of feven Confuls 
(fix of whom had been chofen) was eftab- 
lifhed ■, the Municipalities, Civic Guard, 
&c. had been organized, and the oath of 
fidelity to the new Republic had been 
taken. In honour of this Revolution, 
which was effefted without bloodlhed. 
Ye Drum was performed in all the 
churches of Rome, on the 30th Pluviofe. 
Fourteen Cardinals joined in finging this 
hymn in the church of St. Peter.

The Pope on leaving Rome went to 
Florence, and from thence no one knows 
where. It appears that the King of 
Naples has refuted him an afylum. The 
courier who brought the news of the de­
parture of the Pope, met Cardinal Maury- 
flying from Piza.

Relative to the entry of the French 
into Rome, the Redafteur, and all the 
other papers, contain the following ar­
ticle :

ARMY OF ITALY.

“ Rome is free.' The people have re­
fumed their rights of Sovereignty, by 
proclaiming their independence — by 
giving to themfelves the Goverment of 
ancient Rome, and by conftituting the 
Roman Republic.

“ The following are forne of the de­
tails refpefting this memorable event:

“ On the 15th of February, the people 
repaired in great crowds to the place 
Campo Varino. It was there that with 
fliouts they proclaimed their liberty, and 
that the Roman Republic was refufcitated 
by an aft figned by feveral thoufands of 
the citizens. The Tree of Liberty was 
afterwards planted before the Capitol, 
and in feveral of the public places.

“ At noon a Deputation from the 
people, bearing the colours of the Ro­
man Republic, went to find the General 
in Chief, Berthier, in the French camp, 
under th® walls of Rome, and prefented 
to him the wifiies of the Roman people, 
and alfo their Provifional Government. 
The Commander in Chief, after having 
received the Deputation, proceeded im­

mediately
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mediately to the Capitol. He arrived 
there, preceded by the mufic and by the 
grenadiers of his army, and followed by 
his Etat-Major, with 100 horfemen from 
eveiy regiment of cavalry. The pro- 
eellion paffed through the city in the 
midft of an immenle crowd of people, 
who were electrified by the molt holy 
enthufiafm.

“ In fine, the Revolution is effected 
at Rome. The altars of liberty have 
been railed in the Capitol. Five Con- 
fuls are there invefted with the Executive 
Power. The other Members of the Pro- 
vifional Government are inftalled in the 
place of the Papal Government. Perfons 
and property are every where refpefted, 
and every where blefs the prudent de­
meanour of our troops. We here tran- 
fcribe the difpatch by which General 
Berthier informs the pireClory of this 
new fuccel’s:

“ Head-Quarters at the Capitoly 
Feb. 15.

“ Citizen Directors,
“ The French army has been at the 

Capitol to render homage to the great 
men of the faireft times of Rome. The 
Roman people have declared their re- 
iumption of thofe rights which have been 
tifurped from them, and have demanded 
from me the protection of the French Re­
public—and Rome is free.

“ Health and refpeft,
“Alex. Berthier.”

Some of the laft French papers contain 
n fort of Proclamation of a very extraor­
dinary nature, addrefled to the Emi­
grants. It begins with exhibiting to 
them the miferies of their prelent refi- 
dence in foreign countries, and the im- 
pcffibility of their return to France ; it 
then endeavours to excite in them an in­
dignation againft England, and finally 
invites them .to aflemble in America, for 
the purpofe of invading Canada, wrefting 
it from England by an union with their 
countrymen there, and of fubmitting it 
to the protection of their mother coun­
try, who, though it will not receive them 
at home, may affift them abroad. We 
fhould fcarceiy have thought this Paris 
fpeculation worthy of notice, if it had 
not been drawn up with fome ability, and 
inferted in their official journals.

IRELAND.
Feb. 9. The following is the account 

of the murders committed on Colonel 
St. George Mansergh and Jasper 
Uniack, Efq. as proved at the Coroner’s 
Inqueft, by the different witneffes exa­
mined :

Vol. XXXUl. March 1798.

“ Mr. St. George Manfergh, who had 
a confiderable eftate in Ireland, which 
moftly lies in the Glyns of Ariglin, came 
there fome time ago to affift in quieting 
the country, his tenantry in particular. 
He was very aftive, and from his exer­
tions, with the affiftance of the military 
and yeomanry, much good was expefted, 
and in fome.degree thought to be effected ; 
but his conduft was in a great meafure 
marked with fool-hardinefs, as appears 
by the laft imprudent aft. He had a 
confidential ferjeant, who always attended 
him with a fword, a blunderbufs, and a 
cafe of piftols. In general he would not 
go from one houfe to another, without 
this man ; he frequently went to thefe 
Glyns, but always had this ferjeant, and 
ufually fome foldiers with him. One 
day he fet fire to, and burnt a houfe, 
where he was informed meetings of thofe 
people called United Men were held ; 
but here he was aiiifted by fome of the 
military. He declared publicly that he 
would burn and demolifh every houle in. 
the Glyns, and that he would firft begin 
with his own tenantry. The day of the 
night he was murdered, he went out to 
thofe Glyns, about eleven o’clock in the 
morning, to view fome depredations that 
were committed on his woods ; he took, 
a Gentleman, a Magiftrate, who lives in 
that town, his orderly ferjeant, and two 
foldiers with him, but would not fuffer 
them to take any arms with them. He 
met a number of people in a field on his 
own eftate, moftly his own tenantry j 
and after declaring his intention ’of burn­
ing, Sec. he told them he would fleep at 
Mr. Uniack’s that night unprotefted, 
where he did not fear to meet Captain 
Doe, a title affirmed by the leader of thefe 
infatuated men ; he accordingly came to 
Mr. Uniack’s, made the Magiftrate re­
turn home, and lent away likewifc the 
ferjeant and foldiers. Mr. St. George 
dined and. fpent the evening at Mr. 
Uniack’s j between ten and eleven o’clock 
Mr. Uniack went up flairs to fhew Mr. 
St. George his bed-chamber ; foon after 
a number of armed men entered the houfe, 
palled through the parlour where Mrs. 
Uniack was with her fon, a boy about 
thirteen years of age, rufhed direftly 
up ifairs, where they met Mr. Uniack 
and Mr. St. George, whom they dragged, 
down to the kitchen, where they mur­
dered them in a molt barbarous manner, 
having fractured their fkulls by repeated 
blows. Mrs. Uniack endeavouring to 
prevail on them to fpare her hufband, 
was knocked down at the parlour door,

E e where 
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where fire lay till the party had left the 
houfe. Unfortunately it fo happened, 
that Mr. Uniack’s houfe was totally un­
provided with arms, which prevented the 
poffibility of making any defence.”

19. The Earl of Moira brought for­
ward, in the Irifh Houfe of Lords, his 
expefled propofition for a change of fyftem 
in the internal Government of that king­
dom. His Lordfhip, after alluding to 
the calumnies heaped upon, him in the 
Minifterial prints, and lamenting that 
rnen in official fituations fhould defcend 
to fuch contemptible and degrading ex­
pedients, proceeded earneftly to pray their 
Lordfliips to put an end, by their refo- 
lutions of that day, to the fyftem of ter­
ror, of cruelty, and oppreflion, under 
which the nation groaned ; for he inlifted, 
and would prove, that Government had 
been guilty of the moft wanton and un­
provoked afls of cruelty. The affection 
of the Irifh people (Hill fixed on their 
Sovereign and his heir) might be yet re­
covered, even by Government, if they 
would adopt the principles of moderation 
and conciliation. If they did not, and 
their prefent fyftem was continued, he 
predicted the moft melancholy cataftrophe, 
not only to Ireland, but to the whole 
Britifh Empire. His Lordfhip con­
cluded by moving an Addrefs to the Lord 
Lieutenant, “ recommending the adop­
tion of fuch conciliatory meafures as may 
allay the apprehenlions and extinguifh the 
difcontents unhappily prevalent in this 
country,”

His Lordfhip’s motion was warmly 
oppofed by Lord Glentworth, who was 
convinced his Lordfhip was much im­
peded on by milreprelentation, and mif- 
took the caufes for effects.

The Bifliop of Downe, in a warm 
fpeech, fupported the motion, and con­
cluded in the following words : “ What­
ever, my Lords, may be the fate of the 
country, it will be imputable folely to his 
Majefty’s Minifters.”

Lc.j'ds Dulfaney and Bellamont alfo 
fuppbrted it.

The Lord Chancellor (the Earl of 
Clare) in a moft able ijpeech of four hours 
continuance oppofed the motion. He 
juftified all the meafures adopted by the 

Legiflatu.re : without them Ireland would 
have been by this time in complete re­
bellion. His Lordfhip concluded by ar­
guing againft the policy of Catholic 
Emancipation and Parliamentary Reform 
at the prefent moment ; and on a divilion 
there appeared for Lord Moira’s motion 
9—againft it 44.

Dublin, Murib 8. In confequence of 
information received, that Mr. Arthur 
O’Connor, the fworn proprietor and pub- 
lifher of The Prefs, had been feized at 
Margate, in the aflual attempt of taking 
his pafl'age for France, with Quigley, the 
Prieft of Dundalk, Aiderman Alexander, 
on Tuefday, having received proper in­
formation upon oath, proceeded to feize 
the materials and papers of The Preis ; 
it became a matter of immediate and in- 
difpenfable neceflity to prevent a fugitive 
from Ireland, accufed of treafonable li­
bels here, and endeavouring to fly from 
England to France, from exciting any 
longer the people to inl'urredlion, whilft 
it was incumbent on Government to pro­
cure every proper evidence for corrobo­
rating and fubftantiating the proofs of 
his guilt.

The Superintendant Magiftrate, Tn 
fearching the place where the above- 
mentioned Paper was printed (tint houfe, 
No. 62, Abbey-ftreet) feized a quantity 
of feditious papers in manufeript, with 
feme ball cartridges, which a woman was 
endeavouring to convey out of the houfe 
while this Magiftrate was doing his 
duty. Some of the workmen of the 
above newfpaper were taken into cuftody, 
but afterwards difeharged.

Among the perfons in the houfe where 
The Prefs was printed, were found Lord 
Edward Fitzgerald, Ccunfellor Sampfon, 
and Mr. Swift, fen. whofe punifliment of 
imprifonrq^nt in the New Gaol, for a 
libel againft certain of the Fellows of 
Trinity College, fome time.ago, had been 
humanely remitted by Government, and. 
whom it was fuppofed then afled as di­
rector of that paper.

None of thefe leaders were detained that 
night, having pledged themfelves to be 
forthcoming in the morning, to anfwer 
any charge that might be alledged againft 
them.

DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE.
FEBRUARY 20.

OUR Readers will recclleft the pub­
lic Meeting called under the auf- 

pic<;s of the Correfponding Society, on 

the 31ft of July laft, in a field near Pan- 
eras, at which Sir William Addington 
took into cuftody a young barriller of the 
name of Fcrguffon, who thought proper 

to 
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to appear there in a very confpicuous 
Situation. For this Mr. Ferguffon 
brought an aftion againft Sir William, 
which was this day tried in the Court of 
King’s Bench. Mr. F. conducted his 
Own caufe ; and after a very long fpeecb, 
brought forward fome evidence of the 
tranlaClions of the day, previous to pro­
ducing a copy ci the Notice lerved on 
Sir William, of Mr. F.’s intention to 
commence theaFtion. This irregularity 
was objected to; but when the notice 
came to be produced, it appeared that it 
was informal, the place of residence of 
the attorney not having been indorfed 
thereon; and he was non-fuited. Mr. 
F. had laid his damages at 5000I.

March i. Arthur O’Connor, Efq. 
proprietor of a newfpaper called The 
Prefs, printed in Dublin, John Binns, a 
celebrated Member of the Corresponding 
Society, John Allay, James Favey (alias 
Colonel Morris, alias Captain Jones, a 
Romilh prieft), and Patrick Leary, ferv- 
ant to Mr. O’Connor, were brought to 
town from Margate, in four poll chaifes 
and a poll-coach, by Fugion and Revett, 
two of the Bow-ftreet Officers, efeerted 
by a party of light dragoons. In the 
evening they underwent a private exami­
nation before Mr. King, the Under Se­
cretary of State, and Mr. Ford ; from 
which it appeared, that they had been 
taken into cuftody on fufpicionof holding 
a treafonable correfpondence with the 
French Government, and of having an 
intention to obtain a paffa'ge from Mar­
gate to the neareft port in France, for 
which purpofe they offered a fifherman 
at Margate 150 guineas, and to leave jbo 
guineas more, as a fecurity, in cafe the 
boat ffiould be taken by the French. It 
was (fated, that they went from London 
on Sunday lalt by a Whitftable hoy, but 
finding themfelves fufpefted at that place, 
they hired a cart to carry their baggage, 
and, accompanying it themfelves on foot, 
walked acrofs the country to Margate, 
where they arrived on Tuefday evening, 
and put up at a little public houfe, called 
the King’s Head, on the Smds, where 
Favey palled as Colonel Morris, and the 
others as his fervants ; but their conduit 
being here alfo fufpefted, and the fiffier- 
man being fearful to embark with them 
for France that night, they were detained; 
and early the next morning the above- 
mentioned officers, who had heard of 
their route at Gravelend, came to the 
houfe, and having four of the light dra­
goons to affift them, in cafe of need, took 
them jnto cuftody, and fecured all their 

baggage, which completely filled a poft- 
chaile. It confided of a number of fmall 
trunks, boxes, and parcels, packed up 
extremely dole, and very heavy, fuppofed 
to be ready for the purpofe of linking, in 
cafe of neceffity, About fixty guineas 
were found in the poffefiion of the pri­
foners, together with fome fire-arms, cut- 
laffes, and a quantity of baggage; and 
from Favey, alias Captain Morris, the 
officers took a very (harp dirk or dagger: 
on Binns was found a pair of loaded pif- 
tols, and in the pocket of a coat, fup­
pofed to belong to Favey, a paper was 
found, purporting to be an Addrefs from 
a Secret Committee in Ireland to the Exe­
cutive Directory of France, and which 
contained many treafonable exprefflons : 
this, however, the prifoners difclaimed 
any knowledge of, nor would they own 
any part of the baggage, except fuch ar­
ticles as they were lure would not cri­
minate them. The prifoners all, except 
Favey, declined laying any thing in re­
ply to the charge; and he merely laid, 
that he went to Margate for his health, 
from whence he intended to go by a 
trading veffel to Ireland. They were all 
committed for further examination to le- 
parate prifons.

The mahogany boxes, part of the bag­
gage of the prifoners, and in which their 
papers were depofited, were , of lingular 
formation, having, at the bottom and 
fides, feveral concealed drawers for the 
fecretien of papers ; in other refpefts 
they refembled medicine chefts, and the 
locks were of fuch excellence, that no 
key or pick could be found to open them, 
and the boxes were nearly broken to 
pieces in order to attain their contents.

Mr. Arthur O’Connor is nephevwto 
Lord Longueville, whole fortune he was 
to have inherited ; but it feems, that 
from the violent oppofition of Mr, 
O’Connor to the Government, his Lord- 
fhip has difinherited him of as much of 
his eftates as the law would allow him to 
do. Mr. O’Connor, who is himfelf in 
poffeffion' of a confiderable fortune in 
Ireland, was educated in the College of 
Dublin, where he was diftinguilhed by 
the eccentricity of his manners, and the 
Hidden effufions of his genius.

12. Was executed at Execution Dock., 
George Jay, a native of Hull, aged 54 
years, purfuant to his lentence palled at 
the laft Admiralty feffions, for piracy and 
traitorous fighting againft his country. 
He conducted himfelf with a. decorum 
becoming his melancholy fituation. Art 
aftonifhing concourfe of people attended.

E e 1' 13. John
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13. John Peak, a hackney-coachman, 
was brought before Nicholas Bond, Efq. 
ths Sitting Magiftrate, at the Public 
Office, Bow-ftreet, charged on fufpicion 
of being concerned with feveral others in 
Healing the eorpfes of four women, four 
children,' and an aged man, from the 
burial ground belonging to Tottenham- 
court Chapel. It appeared that a watch­
man near the Chapel, between three and 
four o’clock yefterday morning, obferved 
three men get out of the priibner’s coach ; 
fufpefling their defign, he informed the 
patrole, and on their approaching the 
men, they ran off: on fearching the coach 
they found the body of a child wrapped 
up in fome cloth, upon which they took 
the prifoner into cuftody; and in a ffiort 
time after, on the appearance of day­
light, the other bodies were found in 
facks in a ditch, near the burying 
ground. The prifoner denied any know­
ledge of the men who were in his coach, 
or that he even knew the body was in his 
coach; but, after a confiderable invefti- 
gation, it came out that the prifoner 
*;as nick-named Loufy yack, that he was 
connected with Refiirreftion Men, and 
that he had been implicated in the rob­
bery of Hampftead Church-yard fome 
time fmce, upon which he was committed 
for further examination.

There had been fix funerals on Thurf- 
day afternoon, and the whole of the 
bodies were in the facks, and among 
them was a woman who died in her lying- 
in, with her infant, who were interred 
together. The greateft fcene of diftrefs 
was exhibited round the Chapel yefterday, 
by the relatives of thofe who have lately 
been buried in that ground, and the 
whole of the bodies, except one woman, 
were owned in thecourfe of the morning.

The Sexton, who has a home in the 
Chapel-yard, flept from home on Thurf- 
-day night.

THE HERMIONE FRIGATE.
From the account of Fanny Martin, 

wife of the boatfwain, now at Mew York, 
it appears that the mutiny which took 
place on board this veffel on Thurfday 
night, in the beginning of Auguft laft, 
was headed by William Farmer, matter's 
mate. That the Captain, nine officers 
(including her huffiand), and two Lieu­
tenants of Marines, were murdered and 

thrown overboard s that a few days af­
terwards the veffel got into Laguira, 
from whence ffie was permitted, by the 
Governor, to go to that city. The 
matter, gunner, and carpenter, with two 
midffiipmen, were prifoners at Laguira, 
when ffie left it.

OFFICERS MURDERED.
Captain Pigot, 
Lieutenant Spriggs, 
Lieutenant Douglas, 
Lieutenant Fanffiaw, 
Mr. Percey, Purler, 
Dr. Sanfom, 
Mr. Manning, Captain’s Clerk*  
Mr. Smith, Midihipman, 
Mr. Martin, Boatfwain, 
A Lieutenant of Marines, name 

forgot.
On the fhip’s arrival at Laguira, the 

Governor gave each man 25 dollars. She 
was afterwards fitted out, and is now 
cruizing, and W. Farmer is fecond Cap- 
fain, with a number of the old crew, 
the greateft part of which were French­
men. The Lieutenant of Marines, though 
fick in his cabin, was taken out and 
thrown overboard : the other officers 
were cut to pieces.

The following is ftated as the caufe 
of M. Gallois’s return to France :

At the firft interview between Lord 
Grenville and M. Gallois, his Lordlhip 
alked him, if iu? was prepared to treat 
for an exchange of prifoners on the bafis 
laid down by M. Swinburne at Paris in 
February 1797, and then acceded to by 
the Directory ; M. Gallois faid he was 
not, and in return propofed a 11 liberal 
exchange,” as he termed it; which was 
no other than that we fhould reftore all 
the French prifoners in England, for the 
comparatively few of our own in France. 
Lord Grenville objected, and alked Gal­
lois it he would chufe to write to his. 
principals for further inflruflions. He 
anfwered <c No, as the Directory had in 
its wifdom marked out a line of condufl, 
which he would abide by.” Lord Gren­
ville then faid, that if M. Gallois had 
any bufinefs left to be tranfaited, he 
might remain in England, until it was 
done j but in the mean time he wiffied 
him to remove ten miles from London. 
On this, M. Gallois took fire, and imme­
diately demanded a paffport.

SHERIFF APPOINTED FOR THE COUNTY OF LINCOLN, 
X MARCH 14, 1798.

Burton Shaw, of Weft Willoughby, Lincolnffiire, Efq.
MONTHLY
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MONTHLY OBITUARY.

*4*  .The Death of Captain Atkinfon Blanchard, announced in our laft (p. 143), and in 
feveral of the Daily Papers, is a millake.

JANUARY 21.
■RyTR. Jofeph Davies, furgeon, at.Llandilo, 

Carmanhenthire.
Feb. 7. At Loughbrickland,- the Rev. 

Ofborn? Shell, LL.D, vicar of Aghapding, and 
vicar-general of Dromore.

10. The Rev. H, Powell, re ft or of Min- 
Her Lovell, in Gloucefterfhire.

11. AtBalh,aged 66, Mrs. Juliana Mack- 
Worth, filter of the late Sir Herbert Mack- 
worth ; Ihe attended the fervice at Lady 
Huntingdon’s chapel, which being finifhed, 
fire unfortunately attempted to walk from 
thence to her lodgings en the South Parade. 
Having got fome yards from the chapel, and 
there being no railing for the protection of 
paflengers againft a hidden defeent from the 
pavement into the road, the evening alfo being 
dark, Ilie fell a confiderable height from that 
nioft dangerous fpot. She was immediately 
taken up fenfelefs, and carried to an Apothe­
cary, from whom, after a fhort time, file was 
conveyed to her lodgings on the South Pa­
rade. She remained in a Rate of infenfibility 
till theTuefday evening when fhe expired.

12. At Newhoufe, near Durham, the 
Rev. Ferdinand Elhmall, a Roman Catholic 
Clergyman, in the 104th year of his age, and 
73d of his miniftry.

- Edward Mofley, efq. aged 81. aiderman of 
Hewcaftle.

13. At Thornbury, Gloucefterfhire, in his 
73d year, the Rev. William Holwell, B. D. 
formerly Undent of Chrift Church, Oxford, 
and chaplain in ordinary to his Majefty. For 
the lafl 40 years of his life he was vicar of 
Thornbury, and upwards of thirty, one of 
the juftices Of the peace. Retook the de­
gree of M, A. the 28th of April 1748, and 
B. D. the 3 tit of October 1760, and was the 
publisher of

(1) The Beauties cf Homer, feledfedfrom 
the Iliad, Svo. 1775.

(2) ExtraCis from Mr. Pope’s Trandation, 
porrefponding with the Beauties of Homer 
leledftd from the Iliad, Svo. 1776.

In Argyle-ftreet, General Maclean.
14. Thomas Whitehead, efq. banker, 

Briftol.
15. Mr. Chriftopher Bearpark, at York, 

aged 74.

16. Ralph Darling, efq. aged 70, alderman 
cf Hull.

At Haverhill, in Eflex, George Howland, 
efq. uncle of Sir George Howland Beaumont, 
hart.

17. At Morden College, Blackheath, Mr. 
Thomas Lufiingham, iate a merchant in 
London.

At the Royal Hofpi'al, near Plymouth, Dr. 
Francis Geach, principal phyfician to the faid 
hofpital. He was author of

(1) Medical and Chirurgical Obfervations 
on Inflammations of the Eyes. On the Ve­
nereal Difeafe. On Ulcers and Gunfliot 
Wounds, Svo. 1766. 1

(2.) Some Obfervations on Dr. Baker’s 
Eflay on the Endemial Colic of Devonlhire, 
Svo. 1768.

(3) A Reply to Dr. Saunders’s Pamphlet 
relative to the Difpute concerning the Devon- 
ihire Cyder, Svo. 176g.

(4) Some Obfervations on the. prefent 
Epidemic Dyfentery, Svo. 1781.

(5) Two remarkable Cafes in Surgery. 
Phil. Tranf. 1764.

At Ayr, in Scotland, in his Szd year, 
William Logan, efq. fherifffubftitute for that 
county.

18. Mr. Ham, fen. of Spital-fquare.
At Mofitrofe, Robert Stephen, efq. of 

Letham.
19. At Lancafter. Mifs Lydia Rawlinfon.
Mr. Francis Jackfon, underwriter of Hullo 
Mr. Williamfon, of Exmore Green, near 

Condover.
At Walworth, Mr. William Leflie, army 

furgeon.
Mr. William Maddox, furgeon and man­

midwife, Rotherhithe.
20. Mr. Robert Taylor, of Plcwland, in 

Holdernefs.
At Sandwich, Richard Harvey, efq. late, 

of Barfreyftone, in his 84th year.
John Lamb, efq. of Golden fquare.
John March, efq. late captain of the 66th 

regiment of foot.
21. In Great Marlborough-ftreet, Am- 

broife Marquis Du Drefnay, general officer 
in the King of France’s fervice, and late 
colonel of a foot regiment of his name in th? 
fervice cf Great Britain.
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At Milford Caftle, aged So, Benjamin 
Pugh, Al. D. formerly a phyfician at Chelms­
ford. He was formerly a furgeon, and au­
thor of

(1) A Treatife of Midwifery, chiefly 
with Regard to the Operation, with feveral 
Improvements in that Art, 8vo. 1748, 1754.

(2) Account of the Succefs of the Bark in 
the Small pox, Gent. Mag. 1752.

(3) Obfervations on Inoculation, Ibid. 
*753-

22. At Afhford, the Rev. Philip Haw­
kins, M. A. rector of Kingfnorth, Kent.

At Brecon, William Morgan James, efq.
At Bath, James Morley, efq. late of Bom­

bay.
Mr. Alderman Pardoe, of Kidderminfter, 

one of the moft eminent carpet manufacturers 
in the kingdom./

The Rev. John Pinnel, B. D. nearly 50 
years refl or of Ducklington, Oxfordflfire, and 
formerly fellow of Magdalen College. He 
was aged 89 years, and had refided confiantly 
at his parfonage houfe the laft 47 years.

23, At Epfom, Thomas Ellis, efq.
The Rev, Thomas Green, M. A. in his 

Soth year, 44 years reflor of Killion in 
Somerfetfliire.

At Craigvechan, near Fort William, Alan 
M‘Lean, efq. at the advanced age of 107.

Lately, Nathaniel Beard, efq. of Newcaftle 
under Line.

24. At Eaft Malling, Mils Catharine Pop­
ham.

Mr. Garfide, ofCongleton, aged 64 years.
Thomas Williams, efq. of Wimpoie-ftreet,. 

Cavendifli-fquare.
Lately, Richard Griffiths, efq. formerly 

manager of the Theatre at Norwich.
Lately, at Fulham, Thomas Birch, efq. of 

Thorpe Hall. Lincolnihire.
Lately, at Edinburgh, Sir John Clerk, of 

Pennycink, bart.
Lately, at Giavefend, Mr. George Cooper, 

furgeon.
25, At Bath, John Saxon, efq. in the 

gftmyear of bis age.
In Berners-ftreet, John Routledge, efq. 

in his 76th year.
Jofeph Lockey, efq. of Lambeth road, St. 

George’s fields, aged 63 ; fuppofed to be as 
corpulent a man as any in the country, mea- 
furing, when aLve, 6 feet 6 inches in the 
girth, and 6 feet in height.

Mr. Philip L. Rees, youngeft fon of the 
Rev. Dr. Rees.

At Lanwenarth Great Houfe, ■ Jcflrua 
Morgan, efq. lately appointed high flicriff of 
Moamouthihipe,

26. At Kenfington, Haldane Stewart, ef<|. 
ofEly-piace, Holborn.

At Irvine, the Hon. Patrick Boyle, efq. of 
Shewalton.

Mr. Abraham Davis, jun. woolftapler, 
Gloucefter.

Lately, at Southripps, Norfolk, aged 47, 
the Rev. Erafmus Druery.

27. Mrs. Catherine Wachfel, wife of the 
Rev. Dr. Wachfel, pallor of the German 
Lutheran Church, Goodman’s fields.

Charles Little, efq, furveyor of the Weft- 
minfter fire office.

Lately, at Carlifle, Mr. Jofeph Strong, 
aged 66. This very extraordinary man, 
whofe rare talents have been the frequent 
theme of converfation, was Mind from his 
infancy ; yet he afterwards diftinguiflied 
himfelf by a wonderful proficiency in me­
chanics. At a very early age he conftruited 
an organ ; all his knowledge of fuch an in- 
ftrument having been previously obtained by 
fecreting himfelf in the cathedral one day 
after evening fervice, and thereby getting an 
opportunity of examining the inftrument. 
Having difpofed of this organ, he made an­
other, upon which he was accuftomed to 
play during his life. By the time be was 
twenty years of age, he had made himfelf 
almofl every article of drefs; but as he has 
been often heard to fay, “the firft pair of 
fltoes which he made, was fur the purpofe 
of walking to London, to vifit the celebrated 
Mr. Stanley, organift of the Temple church.” 
This vifit he aflua'ly paid, and was much 
gratified with the jaunt. He indulged his 
fancy in making a great variety of miniature 
figures and machines, betides almoft every 
article of houfehold furniture: but thefe 
amufements did not prevent his following 
with great affiduity the bufinefa of a weaver ! 
A,nd, we are informed, that he was ac­
counted a good workman. The powers of 
his mind were amazingly llrong, and had it 
been properly cultivated in early life, it is 
highly probable, he might have ranked with 
thofe who, deprived of one ineflimable fenfe, 
have neverthelefs foared with eagle-wing 
“ beyond the vifible diurnal fphere.” He 
was, till within a few months of his death, 
a conitant attendant at the cathedral ; but 
not being able to accompany the choir in 
chaunting the pfalms, he competed feveral 
hymns in a meafure which correfpondcd with 
the mufic, and whicir he fubfiituted as an 
?.Q. of private devotion during the perform­
ance of that part of the public fervice. He 
married at the age of 25, and had feveral 
children, fome of whom are now living.,

28. Mr. Lettlcy, of Northumberland-ftreet, 
Stjand.

At
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At Canterbury, Mrs. Walfby, late of the 
city of Norwich.

Peter Nicol, efq. of Palace-yard, Weft­
min Her.

In Carlifle-ftreet, Soho, Mr. Jenkins, fen. 
teacher of Scotch dancing.

March i. At Dumfries, James Car­
ruthers, efq.

The Rev. Henry NeWman, upwards of 
40 years reftor of the parilhes of Shipton 
Beauchamp and Sparkford in Somerfetfhire.

Mr. Long, one of the oldeft graziers in 
R.omney Mai Ih. z

Lately, Shaftoe Vaughan, efq. of Eaft 
Shaftoe, Noithumberland.

Lately, Mr. Thomas Powell, aged 57 
years, many years of the York theatre, and 
formerly one of the managers of the theatre 
at Worcefter.

3. Mr. William Turner, filk merce-, 
High-ftreet j Borough.

At Bath, Mr. Thomas Orpin, organift of 
St. Margaret’s chapel, aged 76.

Lately, the Rev. William Layton, vicar of 
Thornton and Barnby, in Yorkshire.

Lately, in Broad-ftreet, Carnaby-market, 
Mr. Turenne, a performer on the violin, and 
faid to be lineally defcended fiom the cele­
brated Marfhal Turenne.

4. The Rev. Maurice Griffith, D. D. fe- 
nior fellow of the Collegiate Church, and 
reftor of St. Mary’s, and rural dean of the 
deanery of Manchefter, aged 76.

Mr. Hardcaftle, cafhier at Mefirs. Ham- 
merfleys.

Mrs. Caftell, wife of Mr. Caftell, banker, 
of Lombard, ftreet.

At Snarefbrook, Efiex, William Quairil, 
efq. juftice of peace.

Lately, R chard Cookfey, efq. formerly of 
Braces Leigh, Worcefterfhire.

5. Mr. Nicholas Browning, common coun­
cil man for the ward of Cripplegate Without.

At Greenwich, Henry Taylor, efq. late in 
the civil fervice at Bengal.

Lately, Sir William Molefworth, bart. of 
Tilecot, Devonfhire, and reprefentative in two 
parliaments for the county of Cornwall,

Lately, Spencer Broughton, efq. fon of Sir 
Thomas Broughton, bart.

7. Mr. Berwick, banker, at Worcefter.
At Newcaftle upon Tyne, James Hubbard, 

efq. lieutenant-colonel of the eaftern regiment 
of Middlefex militia.

8. Them is Grefley, efq. at Tamworth.
9. The Rev. Mr. Reynolds, reftor of 

Earnock, near Stamford, aged 79.
Lately, in Eaft-ftreet, Red-lion fquare, 

Jofeph Ward, efq many years furgeon to the 
Eaft India Company at Bengal.
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10. Mr. Samuel Hayes, fen. aged 74, for­
merly .a merchant at Birmingham.

Thomas Millington, efq. St. James’s pa­
rade, Bath.

11. Francis Hammond, efq. of Potter’s 
Barr, Hertfordfhire.

12. William Read, efq. of Lcngham, Dor- 
fetfhire.

13. Robert Thiftlethwaite, efq.
Mr. Charles Wilkins, aged 78, many years 

deputy of Tower ward.
General Hale.
14. At Newcaftle, Mr. Peter Rothe, of 

the royal navy.
Lady Tynte, widow of Sir Charles Ke- 

'meys Tynte, late of Halfewell Houfe, in the 
county of Somerfet, bart. dec.

At Richmond, Mrs. V.mneck, privy purfe 
to the Princefs of Wales, and filter to Lord 
Huntingfield.

At Sahfbury, in her 90th year, Mrs. Long, 
relift of the late Walter Long, efq. of that 
city.

15. Mr. John Samuel, affiftant fecretary 
to the fociety for the encouragement of’ arts, 
&c. Adelphi.

Charles Wefton, efq. F, A.S. aged 87, 
aiderman cf Norwich, and juftice of peace 
for Norfolk.

Lately, at Lawhitton, near Launcefton, in 
Cornwall, the Rev. Roger Maffey, formerly 
of St. John’s College, Cambridge, B.A. 1783, 
M. A. 1786.

16. The Right Hon. Henry Gough Cai- 
thorpe Lord Calthorpe.

17. James Whatman, efq. at Vinters, 
near Maidftene.

19. John Moultree, efq. Great Portland- 
ftreet.

DEATHS ABROAD.

June 6, 1797. In the Eaft Indies, near 
Dinapoie, on his paffage from Chunar to 
Calcutta, Captain Cowley, hulband of Mrs. 
Cowley, the dramatic writer.

Lately, at Berne, in Switzerland, Lady 
Keith, relift of Sir Bafil Keith, late a captain 
of the royal navy, and formerly governor of 
Jamaica.

Oct 7,1797. At Madras, Captain Fran­
cis. Stuart, of the yzd regiment.

Feb. 11, 1798. At Peterfburgh, Sta- 
niflaus, late king of Poland, in a fit of apo­
plexy. He appeared to be in good health in 
the morning, but foon after breakfaft was 
feized with the fit, and expired at night. He 
was burn Jan. 18, 1732,. and elected king of 
Poland Sept. 7, 1764, but depoled by tire 
late emprefs of Ruffia in J794*
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