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THE FRONTISPIECE
feprefents Antwerp, a City of Brabant, Capital of the Marquifate of the fame name, w’tfc 
a Biihop’s See. The Cathedral is a fine ftruiture, and contains an aflemblage of Paintings 
by the greateft Mailers of the Flemifli School, particularly Rubens and Quintin Matfys; 
The Citadel is eiteemed one of the ftrongeft Fortrefles of the Low Countries. It is 22 
miles N. of Bruffels, 22 N. E. of Ghent, and 65 S. of Amilerdam. Long. 4. 28. E. 
Lat, 51. 13. N.
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ADAM LORD DUNCAN, 

(with a portrait.)

Adam DUNCAN, created, 21ft
October 1797, Lord Vilcount Dun­

can of Camperdown, and Baron Duncan 
of Lundie, in the Shire of Perth, was 
born the Hl of July 1731, at Dundee, in 
Scotland. He was a younger fon of the 
ancient and refpeilable family of the 
Duncans, of Lundie, in the county of 
Perth, who poffeffed an eitate of about 
500]. per annum, which came to our 
gallant Commander about fifteen months 
iince, by the death of his elder brother 
Colonel Duncan. Lord Duncan married 
a paternal filler of the prelent Lord Ad­
vocate of Scotland, and niece of Mr. Se­
cretary Dundas, by whom he has feveral 
children.

He early was devoted to the fervice of 
his country in the Navy, and on the 25th 
of February 1761, was made a Captain 
in the fliip the Valiant; on the 24th of 
September 17S7, he was advanced to the 
poll of Rear-Admiral ; became Vice- 
Admiral in j.793, and Admiral of the 
Blue in 1795. He was foon noticed by 
the late Lord Keppel, and was with him 
at the taking of Havanna ; and when that 
Nobleman was made an Admiral, he 
chofe his friend Duncan for his Captain, 
and he was afterwards one of the Mem­
bers on his Court Martial.

Before the late engagement, which 
has covered him with laurels, Admiral 
Duncan had not an opportunity of at- 
chieving any very brilliant object. It 
has been the courfe of his fervice rather 
to be ufeful than confpicuous. He has 
not been an adventurer or a quack. He 
was not employed upon exploits calcu­
lated either to rail's his fame, or to fill 
his purfe. But his merits have been 

truly appreciated by the judges of the 
fervice, and no man has enjoyed through 
life a more liable reputation in public, or 
a more amiable chara&er in private life.

The promptitude and alacrity with 
which he carried his fleet to fea, the ikill 
with which lie feized the proper moment 
of attack., the bravery and management 
of the action, though fplendid, are the 
leaft titles to our praile. The patience 
and constancy with which he maintained 
his difficult and painful flation during- fo 
many boiilerous months, and Hill more 
the gallantry with which, during the 
critical period of the mutiny, he kept 
his poll in the blockade of the enemy 
with only three fhips, when he was 
abandoned by ail the reft -of his fqua- 
dron, are proofs of heroifm, zeal, and 
virtue, which will be long remembered 
with gratitude by his country.

We cannot on the prefent occanon, 
omit to prefent our readers with the fol­
lowing fpeech, which was made by Lord 
Duncan to Ills crew on the 3d of June 
i797> and which bears every mark of 
authenticity in its unaffected piety, its 
ardent patriotiim, its indignant grief, its 
fimple yet imprtffive eloquence, fo ad­
mirably adapted to the hearts and un- 
derltandings of its auditors :
“My lads — I once more call you 

together with a forrowful heart, from 
what I have lately feen ; the difaffeSlion. 
of the fleets ; I call it di[faffe£ii^n, for 
the crews have no' grievances To be 
defected by my fleet, in die face of an 
enemy, is a difgrace which I believe 
never before happened to a Britifh Ad­
miral; nor could I have fuppofed it 
poffible. My greateft comfort under

B a God 
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God is, that I have been fupported by 
the officers, Teamen, and marines, of this 
Ihip ; for which, with a heart overflowing 
with gratitude, I requeft you to accept 
my fmcere thanks. I flatter myfelf much 
good may refult from your example, by 
bringing thofe deluded people to a fenfe 
of the duty which they owe not only to 
their King and Country, but to them- 
felves.

“ The Britifli Navy has ever been the 
fupport of that liberty which has been 
handed down to us by our anceftors, and 
which. 1 truft we fliall maintain to the 
lateft pofterity ; and that can only be 
done by unanimity and obedience. This 
fliip’s company, and others who have 
diftinguifhed thejpfelves by their, loyalty 
and good order, deferveto be, anddoubt- 
lefs will be the favourites of a grateful 
country; they will al fo have from their 
inward feelings a comfort which will be 
Jailing, and not like the fleeting and 
falfe confidence of thole who have fwerved 
from their duty.

“ It has often been my pride with you 
to look into the Texel, and fee a foe 
which dreaded coming out to meet us - 
my pride is now humbled indeed my 
feelings, are not eafily to be expreffed !— 
our cup has overflowed, and made us 
wanton. The all-wile Providence has 
given us this check as a warning, and I 
hope we fliall improve by it. On him 

then let us truft, where our only fecurity 
can be found. I find there are many 
good men among us ; for my own part 
I have had full confidence of all in this 
lh ip : and once more beg to exprefs my 
approbation of your conduct.

£: May God who has thus far con­
ducted you, continue to do lb ; and may 
the Britifli Navy, the glory and fupport 
of our country, be reftored to its wonted 
fplendour, and be not only the bulwark 
of Britain, but the TERROR OF THE 
World.

££ But this can only be effected by a 
ftrict adherence to our duty and obe­
dience ; and let us pray that the Al­
mighty God may keep us in the right 
way of thinking.

“ God blefs you all.”

This fpeech is faid to have fo affefled 
the crew, that fcarce a dry eye was to 
be feen on their retiring.

Lord Duncan has been through life 
diftinguifhed by unaffuming and un-. 
obtrufive fimplicity of manners. With 
a moil elegant perfon he ever had a manly 
mind. He is full fix feet three inches 
high; but with a character of mufcular 
ftrength and proportion that fets off the 
height: though eafy in his carriage he 
is erefl, and it is fcarcely poffible to 
conceive a perfon more naturally graceful.

TO SIR JOHN SINCLAIR, 

PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE.

SIR,

WERE I not phrfe&ly confident of 
the patriotic fpirit with which 

you afcended the Chair of the Board of 
Agriculture, of your ardent zeal to carry 
the public views of that Institution into 
effect, and of the liberal candour with 
which you receive and even invite the 
opinions of others on the various and 
extended branches of your enquiries, I 
fliould hold it vain to addrefs you on the 
fubjeSl, and to offer fentiments fo widely 
differing from the firft principles of your 
undertaking ; but under thefe impreffions 
of my mind, it would be but empty 
affectation in me to make any apology to 
you for the following obfervations, which 
I therefore beg leave thus publicly, with­
out further preface, to lay before you.

The object of your laft year’s Com­
mittee, which I hear you mean to revive, 
was that of inclofing Waftes and Com­

mons : I touch not on the different 
modes propofed, becaufe I object to the 
abfolute inclofure of them in any mode. 
My reafons are as follow ; and perhaps 
they will apply to all inclofures on the 
prefent fyftem, as well as to thofe of 
Waftes and Commons ; for I think them 
concluiive againft both, as they are now, 
or are propofed hereafter to be con­
ducted.

The great principle of improving land 
for public advantage is to leave a portion 
of it fo improved publici juris, and on 
this principle is founded the cuftom in 
open fields of leaving one third or fourth 
every year, as of common right for all 
perfons, as well thofe of fmaller property 
in the community, and that not in land, 
as thofe of fuperior rank or property, 
and that in land, to turn their cattle, 
horfes, and fheep, upon that portion, ac­
cording to the extent of their feveral 

legal 
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legal holdings, whether they be land or 
cottage, for unlimited right of common is 
a principle too abfurd to be defended, 
though a cuftom too commonly put in 
practice This abufe I would earneftly 
with to fee corrected by a general aft, 
much lefs violating the fecurity of pro­
perty than each individual aft of inclofure 
or of navigation that cuts through it, or 
entirely takes it away ; and juftly too, if 
the public at large is benefited by it, ei­
ther through the facility given to the cir­
culation of commerce, or by lowering the 
price of provifions. But is this the con­
sequence of inclofures under the prefent 

Jyftem ? Is it not rather the annihilation 
of public right for the advancement of 
feparate property ? And do we not find, 
by forty years experience at leaft (for to 
that period I will confine the great annual 
increafe of inclofures) that this errone­
ous principle has turned both country 
gentlemen and their overgrown tenants * 
into arrogant and unfeeling monopoiifts 5 
for when did you know a man, or com­
bination of men, with exclufive rights or 
privileges confiderthe public in any other 
light than as an object of plunder? If 
they did in articles of luxury only, I 
fhould be lefs averfe (though in my heart 
I muft ever fcorn the narrow principle in 
the men), but in thofe of the neceffary 
fubhftence of man, efpecially the poor and 
induftrious, whether labourer, tradefman, 
or mechanic, I hold it to be the indifpen- 
fable duty of the legiflature to withftand, 
in the firft inftance, fo illiberal and de- 
ftruftive a proceeding.

* I call them overgrown, becaufe by occupation of vaft extent of country, under long 
leafes, they often bid defiance to their landlords, and fet at nought all thoughts of ancient 
Subordination.

ft P. 4, 1, 5. And this right I would wiffi to fee extended to every houfeholder paying 
(cot and lot, and his due proportion to fuch levy.

5 e«gw

But will you prevent any man from 
improving and making the moft of his 
property ? By no means. As rar as it is 
confident with the general right of the 
community : but I would not allow any 
man to acquire a duplication of his fepa­
rate property, by taking from others their 
flrare in the right of pafture overall lands 
in rotation, only to enable him to Jay,hea­
vier burdens on the public markets.

True it is, that the property of indivi­
duals lies moft inconveniently fcattered in 
various parts of open fields, that tref- 
pafles on each other's lands are daily 
made, and that commons are overftocked 
and neglefted ; but all thefe difficulties 
and abufes would be effeftually removed 

by allowing or even enforcing by law a 
power in commiffioners to allot and lay 
together for each proprietor a portion of 
land (quantity and quality confidered) 
equivalent to that which before lay dil- 
perfed in the open fields, and even inclof- 
ing it, leaving one third or other reafon- 
able portion of it open every year to a 
general right of common, under new re­
gulation and controul, in which the pro­
prietors of land would have their fliare, 
and keeping the other divifions in feveral- 
ty to themfelves.

The wafres and commons .might be im­
proved by banking, draining, and vari­
ous other ways which local circumftances 
could point out, at the expence of every 
individual who had a right thereon by pa­
rochial levy f, to the tenfold advantage 
of the poor cottager and tradefman, as 
well as of the rich, and to the permanent 
diminution of the price ofprovifions at mart 
ket; wherein, though the lower and more 
numerous clalfesofthe community would 
receive the moft apparent daily benefit, and 
comfort the rich, the great, and the power­
ful, who are not plagued with the double 
diforder of pride and covetoufnefs, muft 
fee that they will ultimately find the true 
and liberal advantage that moft properly 
comes to their fhare, and in the manner in 
which it beji becomes them to accept it. By 
abundance of provifions in crouded mark­
ets, and the free purchafe of them at eafy 
rates by the earnings of theil’induftrious 
and laborious dependents and neighbours, 
to the incredible diminution of the poor 
rates ; which, though in one point of view 
they may be thought an honour, are in 
faft both a heavy burden and difgrace to 
this country.

I am aware that it will be faid, “ Un- 
lefs you will hold out to land proprietors 
the great and exclufive advantages of the 
prefent plan of inclofure, they will not be 
at the expence or rifque of it, and your 
fields will never be improved, but for 
ever lie in the unproductive and diforder- 
ly ftate of former times.”

I am ready, Sir, to own, that the 
immediate oftenfible profit to the great 
proprietor (for the fmall land owner, it 
is well known, is often ruined by the un­
equal and intoferable prefiure of firft ad­
vances) will not be fo flattering to hit 
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eager expectation ; but from the collate­
ral and permanent advantages of this par­
tial inclolure, accompanied with the com­
forts that will arile to the middle and in­
ferior orders of his fellow lubjefts from 
the view of millions of them, who by 
their little claims and exercife of their 
common rights will not only raife provi­
sion for their own families, but by rear­
ing and bringing' to market calves, pigs, 
poultry, eggs, and butter, will largely 
contribute to the general economy by the 
reduftion of prices in thole moft neceffary 
articles. I fay, Sir, from fuch a view, 
which ought to make the hearts of the 
opulent to leap for joy, the great and libe­
ral proprietor will not only have his full 
meafure of delight, he will in faft alfo 
reap ample amends for the imagined dis­
appointment of his firft cravings by the 
eafier accefs to his deareft iuperfluities, as 
well as to the means of providing for the 
maintenance of his neceffary houfehold. 
The bleflings of the poor will meet him 
in the morning, and bid him farewell be­
fore he goes to reft, and the bleflings of a 
gracious Providence will overfhadow and 
proteft fuch a nation.

Thus have I, Sir, ingen uoufly thrown 
out my thoughts on this important fub- 
jedt ; which, if worthy of any confide- 
ration, I am lure you, and the Board at 
which you prefide, will reflect on with 
candour, and other Gentlemen may en­
large upon with more vigour of mind 
and ftrength of argument.

This one maxim I hold true and irre­
fragable, that though the land of the 

whole kingdom fhould, under your su­
fpices and zealous exertions, be brought 
into the htgheli date of cultivation, yet if 
it be all held in feveralty, and the ancient 
claim and right of common be extinguilh- 
ed or dtprefled in the mode and proportion 
of the prefent fyflem of inclolure, the 
public can reap no benefit from it ; but 
monopoly of property among the great, 
and combination among their principal 
and independent tenants, muft annually 
take place, the one a practice adverfe to 
a free conftitution, the ocher equally ini­
mical to a commercial country.

I have the honor to be, 
Sir,

With true reipefl, your’s, &c,
Agricola,

P.S. Allow me to add one general ob- 
fervation on the unaccountable negleft of 
theLegifiaturein rwpW of timber.,

Notwithftanding f acknowledged and 
notorious decreaie or fore-t timber, fo 
clearly proved, and fb forcibly urged to 
public ccnllderatmn in the manly and pa­
triotic reports of the commiflioners ap­
pointed by Parliament many years ago to 
enquire into tne itate of the cr wn lands, 
&c. no care is taken in any bill cf ind©- 
fure to Jay down a principle, or enforce 
the practice of planting. but we fee,whole 
counties newly inclofed as bare oi timber 
as the open fields. This is a fatal cmif- 
fion, which I hope the Houle of Com­
mons will immediately correct by fome 
ftanding order on that molt important 
point.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM JOHN WILKES, ESQ^ TO 

DATED AVGUST 6, 1765, FROM GENEVA.

T Travelled through very difficult and 
■ dangerous roads from Grenoble to the 
Grand Cbarlreufe, the chief monaftery of 
the rigid order 8f the Chartreux. The 
general chapter of thofe monks is held 
there once in every year. It lies about 
eight leagues north of Grenoble, and is 
built near the fummit of a very high, ro­
mantic, and fteep mountain, among deep, 
gloomy woods of pine trees, and rugged, 
favage recks. Nature fits here indeed in 
great majefty, on a fublime, craggy 
throne, but the fituation, I think, infpires 
horror rather than penfivenefs. As you 
afeend, a variety of cafcades precipitating 

down among the fragments of the broken 
rocks, fill the ear with a wild kind of 
melody. When you have nearly gained 
the fummit, the clouds are under your 
feet, a folemn death-like filence reigns, 
and over-hanging recks and tremendous 
precipices alarm the imagination with real 
dangers. Horror ubioue animos,fmulip- 
fa fdentia terrent, and this filence is never 
interrupted but by the hideous crufh of 
the fragments of the fplitting rock. Th? 
prefent convent is not quite on the fum­
mit *.  There is a very old chapel dedi­
cated to the Virgin Mary, called St. Bru­
no's Chapel, ftill nearer the fummit of the

* Mr. Gray is miftaken, when he fays, « this place St. Bruno qhofc to retire to, and upon 
, its ‘Very top founded the aforesaid convent,

high'-.
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highefl: t*ock§.  U a ftrange old build­
ing, not to be clafled in any order of ar­
chitecture. The old convent flood there, 
but large fragments of the rock falling, 
and cru/hing levered of the Fathers, forced 
the furvivors to remove, and to build ra­
ther lowey. Hofpitality is a very fteady 
and extenfive virtue among theie good 
Monks. All ftrangers are well received, 1 
but their flay is fuppofed not to exceed 1 
three days. A German, to whom the 
excellence of their Burgundy, no lefs 
than the exemplarinefs of their piety, was 
thought to fuggeft a longer abode in that 
holy retreat, found over his cell, Trulua.- 
nus eJi, jam foetet. I continued with 
them a day and a half, was greatly edi­
fied, and extremely well accommodated, 
as well as my fervants and hones. They 
are not allowed meat, but have excellent 
filh of various forts, garden fluff, butter, 
cheefe, bread, and fruit, in perfection. 
The rule of their order enjoins filence, 
but a pere coadjuteur has a difpenfation. 
to receive ftrangers, and to do the honours 
of the convent. The pere general is 
likewife exempt from the rule. The fa­
thers are allowed to drink wine, and the 

'i peregeneral lent me a prefent of the belt
Burgundy I ever tafted. There are fepa- 
rate apartments for the French, Spaniards, 
Englilb, &c. with a large hall to dine, for 
the building is immenfe. At a diftance are 
fmall houfes and fheds for all kinds of 
workmen, carpenters, joiners, fmiths, 
mafons, £c. The Fathers have each a 
bed-chamber,an anti-chamber, a cabinet, 
and a fmall garden, with a variety of iron 
and wooden inftruments to make their

I own chairs, boxes, &c. to cultivate their 
gardens, and to amuie themfelves. Many 
of them are men of great families in 
France and Germany, and appeared of 
high breeding, as I obferved in a variety 
of little circumftances, when I attended 
their evening devotions. Five of them 
had given up to their relations large fa­
mily ehates to retire to that dreary foli- 
tude. The pere coadjuteur and the pere 
general were really fine gentlemen, of 
eafy and polite converfation. They had 
both lived much in the gay world. From 
fatiety and difgult they had retired from 
it, to that internal peace and tranquillity, 
which they told me they had found only 
in thofe defarts. This^w/Zy world how­
ever they did not feem quite to forget, 
for I faw on the table of the pere ge­
neral the Mercure Hifiorltjue printed at 
Amfterdam, and the Journal Encyclope- 
di<]ue of Bouillon, and they alked me a

thoufand queftions about the late war, and 
the affairs of England.

I have been with Voltaire at Ferney, 
and was charmed with the reception ha 
gave'me, and ftill more with the finefehfe 
and exquifitc- wit of his converfation. I 
think him the moft univerfal genius, the 
moft amiable as well asthewittieft of our 
fpecies. He. is a divine old man, born for 
the advancement of true philofophy and 
the polite arts, and to free mankind from 
the gloomy'terrors of Superftition,
Atque metus omnes, et inexorebile fatum 
Subjecit pedibus, ftrepitumque Acherontis 

avari.
He has dene more to perfuade thepraflice 
of a general toleration, of humanity, and 
benevolence, than the greateft philofo- 
phers of antiquity. His conduct in the 
affair of the family of Calas is more me­
ritorious than the whole lives of moft 
faints. He is exaftly well bred, and in 
converfation poffefl'es a fund of gaiety 
and humour which would be admired in 
a young man, and he joins to it thofe 
immerile ftores of literature only to be ac­
quired by age. His memory is very won­
derful, and the anecdotes it furnifh.es are 
fo various and interefting, that he is the 
only exception I know of a man above fe~ 
venty not being funk into his anecdotage. 
He lives in the nobleft, gayeft ftyle of a 
French nobleman, receiving all ftrangersy 
giving plays in his own theatre, and you 
have the entire command of his houfe, 
equipages, horfes, &c. He is adored by 
all the inhabitants and Vafl’als of his ex­
tend ve domains, and with reafon, for he 
hath been the creator of every thing ufe- 
ful, beautiful, or valuable in the whole 
trad near him, which before was a rude 
wildernefs. When he came, the defart 
fmlled, and paradife was opened in the 
wild. He has built little towns and vil­
lages, eftabl'ifhed fcveral manufactures, 
and peopled the country with a happy 
race of mortals, who are daily blefling 
their benefactor. I told him, these are 
thy glorious Works, Parent of Good, 
and he is really more pleafed in talking of 
them than of his moft applauded literary 
Works. The charming Pucelie is his fa­
vourite. He is fomelimes wanton in her 
praife, ai<_is fure of her kind reception 
by all pofterity. Nothing delights him 
more than the marriage and eftablifhment 
of his vafials, and on thofe occafions he 
is always bountiful. There is not ami- 
ferable being dependent on him. He has 

, filled all hearts with food and gladnefs— 
almoft 

furnifh.es
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almoft to the walls of Geneva, where you 
have only food and fadnefs. With every 
poflible advantage from nature, Geneva 
is the moft difagreeable and melancholy 
city in the world, from whence almoft all 
elegant pleafures are banifned. The 
plodding, fevere genius of the greater part 
of its joylefs inhabitants, and the nar- 
rownefs of their ideas, which are all com­
mercial, render it difgufting to any libe­
ral ftranger. The tomb of their gloomy 
mafter, of that iangiiinary, perlecuting 
reformer, John Calvin, is in a church­
yard without the walls. There is neither 
ifone nor marble, nor epitaph, nor in­
foription. On the bare fod grow only 
nettles, briars, and thiftles. No cowllip, 
violet, or primrofe, fprings thereto pieale 
the eye, or perfume the air.
Pro molli viola, pro purpureo narciffo, 
Carduus, et fpinis furgit paliurus acutis.

The foil near Geneva is extremely fertile, 
and the air very temperate, although fo 

near the Alps. Thofe called the Gla­
ciers quite dazzle the fight, when the fun 
gives its direft beams on them. The 
Rhone foams with impetuofity through 
the town ; but the fuperior beauty of this 
country is the lake of Geneva fplendidier 
vitro. The imagination cannot form any 
thing more pifturefque. On the feuth 
the chefnut groves of Savoy, on the north 
the vineyards and high cultivated fields 
of the Pais de Vaud, are reflefted in its 
limpid waters. A greater contrail can 
fcarcely be imagined than between the 
natives on each fide this great lake. All 
the inhabitants of the Pais de Vaud, 
which is in the canton of Berne, are hap­
py, free, neat, well-cloathed, and at their 
eafe, while thole in the Dutchy of Savoy 
are poor, wretched peafants, cruelly op- 
prefied, ragged, and almoft naked, fo 
firiking is the difference under the fame 
climate, at fo final I a diftance, between 
the Haves of a delpotic prince, and the 
free fubjefts of a mild republic.

LETTER III. FROM DR. SMITH TO MR. BAKER *.

* See Vol. XXXII. P. 364,
SAMUEL

SIR,
T Write this chiefly to thanke you for 
* the other hiftorical part of Bt. Co- 
fin’s letter to Dr. Gunning, wch you did 
me the favour to fend me in your letter of 
the 22 Febr. As to the feveral reflexions 
you refer to, wch oftentimes happen be­
tween intimate friends in their familiar 
way of writing to one another, without 
the leaft breach of charity, tho’ it maybe 
#iarpely enough exprefl'ed. .1 am very 
content to be wholly ignorant of them, 
and fully approve of your friend’s tender- 
nefs of rel’peft for the memory of Bp. 
Gunning, of wch I Ihould be equally ten­
der, if thofe papers were in my power.

In my laft letter, I believe, that in the 
charafter I gave of the old Earle ol Cla­
rendon, I omitted two or three words 
through haft and inadvertance, wch I was 
not fenfible of till after it was fent to the 
poft-houle, where I fpeak of his great 
judgment in matters of civil prudence, 
having then in my thoughts his accurate 
knowledge of the lawes of his country, 
in th? ftudyes he had been bred, and his 
upright anti dexterous management of the 
ieale during the time of his being chan- 
Sellour, as well as his comprehenfive Ikill 
in the Aicana Imjiern, whilft he managed 

the great truft of being firft and cheifi 
minifter offtate. It had been happy for 
the whole nation, if the king, his mafter, 
had followed his wife, honeft, and faith­
full counsels, and had not facrificed him 
to the envy and malice of flattering and. 
defigning courtiers, whofe naughty pro- 
jeft he oppofed with great courage and 
zeale, and to the revenge of a luftful wo­
man, who had then to great an influence 
upon the king: the jointly confpiring in 
his difgrace and ruine, being very fenfi­
ble that they could not about their 
vile defignes andpurpofes, unlefs he were 
removed.

I am now reprinting, in a little booke 
of mifcellanies, my flrort Difl'ertations, 
De A"elenis GreeceEccle.fire. Hymnis Ma- 
tutinaet refyertina, with large additions, 
in which I have juft occafion of acknow- 
ledging a fecond time the civilityes and 
advantage of your correfpondence. As 
loon as it is wrought off at the prefs, I 
will take care to fend you a copy.

I am, Sir,
Your moft faithfull and humble Servant, 

T. S.
Load. 15 March 1706—7.
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SAMUEL BUTLER,
AUTHOR OF HUDIBRAS.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE EUROPEAN MAGAZINE.
SIR,

THE following Three Letters are literally copied from the Originals, with ah 
their peculiarities of fpelling in the hand-writing of the Author of Hudibras. 
They are tranfmitted to you with leave to infert them in your Mifcellany, if you
think proper.

I am, &c.

LETTER I.
DEARE SR.

T AM very fenfible of the exceedinge 
J. gre:i£ favour I received from you by 

r yor Ires to Mr. Bernard, wherein you 
are .pleafed to let me know I have the 
happines to live in yor memorie, then 
wch. nothinge but (that wch came wth 
it) the knowledge of yor health and fafety 
could have beene more dearely welcome 
to mee. But I am further obigd to you 
for yr kinde concernment and care of my 
good fuccilfe, wch indeed Sr I fhall ever 
believe I owe rather to the good withes of 
filch excellent perfons as yrfelfe then any 
defert or induftrie of mine owne. I be- 
feech you comend my moft humble fervice 
to yr noble father 5 and if you doe not 
thinke yor laft favour mifplacd for bring- 
inge you this trouble, indeed Sr there is 
noe man livinge to whom the knowledge 
of yor happinefle (when you fhall pleafe 
to thinke me worthy of it can be more 
really welcome then to

' Yor moft affectionate 
y , and fkythfull Servant,

Junii 28 BUTLER.
lor Dr. Luke Ridgley," 

my mojl honoured friend.

On the fame paper is the following : 

LETTER II.
DEARE madam,

IF you had pleasd to have weighd my 
words with the affection of my m^aninge 
rather then any other coment, you would 
have founde it impoffible to put any 
better fenfe upon them then that from 
wch they really proceed ; but I fee I 
have lefle credit wth you then you ghefle, 
or elle you had rather diftruft your owne 
eies then believe mee, for I am fure I 
never gave you other accounte of your 
brother then they have done ; and as my 
words doe adde nothinge to it, foe yor 
owne reftifall cannot lefien it. But I am 
lorry the fyncere devotion of my affection

Vol. XXXIII. Jan. 1798.

C.D.

fiiould be valewd by the ceremone of an 
expreffion, for I doe not know to what 
other fin I can impute this laft pennance 
which I have i’uffered in beinge denyd 
the knowledge of your beinge in towne, 
untill I had loft all the happinefle of it 
in yor departure. {Cetera difunt.'j

LETTER III.
DEARE sister,

I HAVE read your Ire that you fent 
to my wife in which you defire my ad­
vice about breeding of your fon, and 
although I have confidered much and 
long of it, and not only conferr’d with 
my cufen Remiffi but feverall others of 
my friends about it, I know not what 
to fay to you ; for not knowing the na­
tural parts and inclination of the youth, 
I know as little what to, propofe to you 
in it. For if he doth not naturally take 
a delight in his booke, it will be in vain 
to think by any other meanes to prevayl 
upon him to do it. And therefore all I 
can fay to you concerning that, is to put 

among 
him to fome Gramar fchool, of which 
there is no great difference that I could 
ever obferve, efpecially to thofe who have 
not extraordinary inclinations of their 
owne tempers to it, where with little in- 
duftry they, may eafily attaine to fo much 
as will ferve them in their ordinary oc- 
caflons of bufnes, wch is the common 
rate of all men’s educations, and Ibme- 
times more profperous to themfelves then 
it proves to thofe who indeavour to go 
further. As for your breeding him to 
the Law, whether he be fit for it or not 
is much more difficult to determine ; for 
as in all that'profeffion there are many 
hundreds that make no advantage at all 
for one that dos, fo there is nothing 
certaine but the expence and danger, 
where youth being left to itielf, without 
fo much as a Tutor or Governor, fhall 
meet with fo many that make it their 
trade and bufnes to corrupt, and if they

C have
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have any thing undo them. This I have 
fene in a friend of mine, an eminent 
Lawyer of the Temple, who bred up 
three or four fons in his own profefllon, 
and under his own eie, and yet could not 
with all his care poffibly preferve them 
from being utterly ruined by the ill com­
pany that perpetually lay in wayt for 
them.

But if you have a mind to fend him to 

any fchoole in this towne, I need not tell 
you how careful your lifter will be to her 
power of him, nor fhali I be wanting in 
any thing that is in mine. But the leale 
of the houfe where we live being neare 
expiring, wee fhali be neceffitated to re­
move, I fuppofe the next quarter, where 
wee fhali indevor to finde better conve­
niences for him then this place can af­
ford. (Cceicra difant.)

ON POPE’S HOMER.

[Continued from Vol. XXXII. Page 17.]

MY DEAR P.
OU cannot, you fay, without regret 
give up the beautiful Night-piece, 

which you was early taught, and have 
long been accuftomed to contemplate with 
delight j yet you allow that the ob- 
jedtions which are urged to the Trans­
lation, in ftrift reafpn, leem to carry with 
them feme weight : but what has Poetry, 
which derives its excellency from the 
powers of the imagination, and from 
ingenious fiction, to do with Reaibn ? or 
with Truth i (I fuppofe we mull add), or 
with Piiilofophy ? or with Cenfiftency ? or 
with the Reality of Things ? &c. “A 
Poet, we are told, is not obliged to fpeak 
with the exa&nefs of Philofophy, but 
with the liberty of Poetry *. ” Pope, 
you mult confefs, has carried this ha­
zardous privilege to the very edge of the 
precipice. Thus in the next verl’e, with 
a noble daring, which breaks through the 
dull regularity of nature, and a greatnefs. 
of mind, which difdains the reftraints of 
fyftern, we find him making the vivid 
planets roll round the fatellite of a planet, 
and that one not of the firft order :

* See Pepe, B. .vim N. li.
f Arid. Rhct. L. ill.. C. a. See Hurd’s Jifcourfe on Poetical Imitation, p. ig.

Ed. 1766.
have

Around her throne the vivid planets roll.”

This ftriking innovation, or rather im­
provement, as I fuppofe we mull call it, 
falls under the lame clais as that before con- 
iidered—the different arrangement of the 
ideas ufed in common. The next couplet 
gives an improvement of another fort, 
produced by the addition of ideas in- 
tirely new r
“ O’er thedurk trees a yellower verdure fired, 
<« And tip with filverev’ry mountain’s head?’

A quick perception of the nicer and 
more minute differences in the appear­
ances of things, and the power of de- 
fcribing them with fuch colouring of ex­
preflion as to fet the objeft before the eye 
of the reader, are confidered amongft the 
fureft charaReriftics of real genius f. 
Pope’s admirers will not fail to difcover 
this diftingurfiiing excellency of the true 
Poet in the fine example of his mafteriy 
performance now before us. In the text 
it is fimply laid, that the forefts with the 
towers and cliffs appear. Pope had too 
much of real genius to content himfelf 
with this mere enumeration of the feveral 
objects brought into view. He therefore 
darkens the trees, and clothes them with 
a yellower verdure, while he tips every 
mountain’s head with filver. The word 
yellower is not, I prefume, ufed here 
comparatively, with relation to any other 
objeff; but/as is not unufual with the 
beft writers, diminutively ; yellower, i e. 
rather, or inclining to, yellow.

After viewing "the cliffs and forefts 
under the rich colouring, which Pope has 
thrown over them, weave perhaps rather 
furprifed to obferve, as we go on, the 
rocks without any embellifitment again 
riling into prof peed. Homer, in his plain 
account, feems" to have done as much as 
this himfelf. Enough, however, has been 
fuperadded to make a great improvement; 
and Pope drew his ideas from his own 
ftores. Does not the partial fliade, which 
here, amidft the furrounding fplendor, 
meets your eye rather unexpectedly, re­
mind you where the'fame tone of colour­
ing is applied more regularly on another 
eccafion, in a charming paffage, which we 



FOR JANUARY 1798. 11

have often read with delight and admi­
ration ?
<{ Black Melancholy fits, and round her 

throws
“ A death-like filence, and a dread repofe : 
“ Her gloomy pretence faddens all the fcene, 
“ Shades every flower, and darkens every

green ;
(< Deepens the murmurs of the falling floods, 
“ And breaths a bi owner horror on the woods.”

In this place every thing is proper, 
confident, and affecting. The office, in 
which the Poet engages Melancholy, 
whom he beautifully imperfonates, is 
exactly fuited to. her nature and cha- 
radler 1 her influence fpreads over every 

1 objeft within view; and the dark, tints 
which fhe throws round her, are every 
where preferved, unvaried and unbroken, 
throughout the whole fcene. Do you 
not here difcovcr where the Tranflator 
dipped his pencil for the yellower ver­
dure ? which he has (bed with fuch won­
derful effeft over the dark trees in this 
admired Night-piece.

I am pleafed with the opportunity of 
prefenting to you fuch a fample of ex- 

' quili te painting. The view of it will, 
I hope, afford you a temporary refreflt- 
ment, and in 1'ome degree relieve your 
mind from the laflitude with which you 
have too probably felt yourfelf oppreffed 
at times, while travelling through the 
preceding commentary. With fpirits 
thus recruited, can you collect fufhcient 
refolution to accompany me a few mi­
nutes longer ? while I conitder the re­
maining improvements which Pope has 
added to the mofl beautiful Nigbt-piece, 
that can be found in Poetry.

The next, you will obferve, is effected 
by the fublfitution of one idea for an­
other :

<l Now flu’ne the vales." 

compafled by woods and mountains, are 
lb far from fluffing as to be fcarcely 
difcernible. The fummits of the hills, 
and the tops of the trees, with their ex­
ternal foliage, will be illuminated, and 
appear bright to the eye : while the vales 
below, and the interior parts, are all ob- 
feure and indifcriminate.

It does not at once appear, for what 
word in the text Pope iublfituted the 
word vales ; whether for

or va-iracs. It flrould feem as if he 
intended to convey the images represented 
by Homer under the terms qy.oirta.1 and 

azoos, by the heads of the moun­
tains, which he has tipped with filver ; 
and the rocks, which he has made to rife 
in prol’pefl; and he thought, perhaps, 
that he had fatisfied all the claims of the 
term vceoras by the yellower verdure, which 
he had before fhed on the dark trees ; and 
threw in the vales gratuitoufly, as a 
beautiful addition to the fcene. If this 
be admitted, the improvement will come 
under the lame clals as that lalt con- 
fid ered.

It is rather whimfical that the inge­
nious Effayifl, whom I before introduced 
to your acquaintance, and with whom I 
am glad to find you fo much pleaied, in 
his prole-tranllation, which lie meant no 
doubt for an exaft copy of the original, 
has admitted with Pope the interpolated 
males j which he has rendered frill more 
ftriking by the repetition of the numeral 
adjeffive emery, and by the addition of 
the intenfitive adverb diftintily. Emery 
hill, emery mallcy, and emery foreft is 
dijlinflly feen. He drops allb with Pope 
the words repeated by Homer, in order 
to keep alive and enforce more lirongly 
the leading idea, which he meant to im- 
prefs.

II54 ITO. O-= T*  SIOETKl —

I am difpofed, you know, to depend 
very much on Plomer’s accuracy of 
painting, and fhould not therefore be 
eafily induced to give up an image, which 
he has prefented to us, in exchange for 
another, which I can fcarcely perfuade 
myfelf to think equally proper. Whe­
ther Pope had at any time an opportunity 
of contemplating fuch a night-fcene as 
Homer deicribes in lb malterly a man­
ner, with every object belonging to it, I 
do not know : it will, I believe, be ge­
nerally allo.wed by thole who have, that 
he has not exactly taken his views from 
nature. By moonlight, or rather ftar- 
light, as it is in Homer, the vales, en-

Can we fufpeft that the ingenious 
Efl’ayift fook his fenfe of Homer from 
Pope ?. as Pope did his from Ogilby r

“ Steep mountain cliffs, •vallies, and towers 
appear.’’

Though Madame Dacier and our 
Chapman, flrange as it may feem, have 
both admitted the vales.

“ Et Pon decouvre fans paine les fom- 
mets des montagnes, les proraontoires 
efleves, et les mallees."—Dacier.

And ev’n the lowly v allies joy, to glitter in 
their fi_,ht.”— Ch a pm a n .

YouC 2
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You will not, I fufpeft, be very fqrry 
that we are now come to the clofe of this 
wonderful defcription : and I am not fure 
but you will call upon me for a con- 
fiderable portion of admiration, which 
Pope’s advocates will claim in his behalf 
from every reader of tafte, for the mag­
nificent imagery which terminates this 
beautiful profpeft in the following verfe : 
<c A flood of glory burfts from all the fkies.”

This verfe, in fublimity of conception, 
and grandeur of expreffion, furpaffes every 
thing preceding, and will therefore be 
thought peculiarly well fuited to the 
diftinguifhed place, which it here occu­
pies. I am very far from wifhing to 
dully the luftre breaking forth in this 
admirable line ; but I am not quite lure 
that I fufficiently underhand it to com­
prehend its whole beauty. Whatever of 
meaning it conveys, appears to me too 
general and indiftinCt. The continued 
flood of glory is furely little confonant 
to the idea expreffed in the original, 
■where the light is broken into innume­
rable particles, reprefenting the numerous 
fires in the Trojan camp. The boundlefs 
aether is opened, and to good purpole ; 
thus opened, it difcovers all the ftars.

Thus this charming picture is finished ; 
and now the great Mailer, with conl'um- 
mate fkill, introduces a lolitary fpectator 
to enjoy its various beauties in filent 
contemplation.

—----- FsyijQs cs Ts
By this artful management he gives a 

wonderful pathos to the defcription, and 
without feeming to intend it, very power­
fully af feds the feelings of his readers ; 
who become, equally with the fhepherd, 
interefted in the fcene. Pope has, 1 
think, very much weakened the effeCt by 
multiplying the Ihepherds to an indefinite 
number, and not confining himfelf to the 
one only whom he found in the original.

“ The confcious fwains, rejoicing in the fight, 
“ Eye the blue vault, and blefs the ufeful 

light.”

A fimilar defertion, or rather perverfion 
of the text, equally injurious to the fenle 
of his author, has been noticed before in 
more inftances than one. When the 
fwains in general are faid to rejoice ; or, 
as Pope has paiaphrafed the lentence,

•----------- “ rejoicing in the fight
“ to Eye the blue vault, and blefs the 

ufeful light
the fwains mull be fuppofed in general 
to be in the fields, engaged together in 
their various employments, as by day ; 
whereas at this time only one fclitary 
fhepherd is mentioned, watching his 
flock. There is an elegant remark of 
great delicacy on this pafiage in a note 
by the French Poet * befi;re mentioned, 
with which I know you will be much 
pleafed, I will therefore tranferibe it, 
and conclude :—“ La voila bien cette 
douce fenfibilite d’Homere, que Je ne 
ceflerai jamais de vanter a 1’egal de 
toutes fes autres qualites les plus b.ril- 
liantes. Le Berger Solitaire e’eft peut- 
etre Homere lui-meme qui, dans le calme 
d’une nuit tranquille, aura, du haut de 
quelque montagne, joui du fpeflacle en- 
chanteur de la nature, eclairee par les 
doux rayons de la lune. {He fhould 
rather have faid the ftars.') Quelle eft 
Paine fenlible qui n’a pas four! a l’afpeft 
d’un tableau ii charmant ? , Ce n’eft pas 
Phomme agite par les pafiions 5 ce n’eft 
pas le turbulent citadin, que ce fpeClacle 
fait Iburire ; e’eft le Berger Solitaire, 
qui dans les loifirs d’une douce retraite, 
negligeant les plaifirs factices, le livre 
avec 'tranfpert aux plaifirs fimple de la 
nature, et f’amufe a les tableaux inte- 
reffans, q’elle ne cefle de lui prefenter.”

* M, de Rochefort, V. i. p. 651.

Adieu,
O. P. c.

AN ESSAY ON BIOGRAPHY AND EGOTISM IN WRITING.

BY JOHN DAVIS.

idonea dicere vita__ Hor.

in it our virtues and weaknefles, our 
tempers and affections. It is more de­
lightful than Hiftory,- as the Biographer 
can with propriety delcend to the do- 
neltic habits, the peculiarities, the cha-

—— Simul et jucunda et

rjpHERE is perhaps no kind of com- 
-*•  pofition more deleCtable than Bio­

graphy, or the writing of the lives of 
individuals. If well executed, it is a 
faithful mirror of life, and we recognize

raCleriftio
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raCteriftic traits, of the perfon whole life 
he defcribes 5 which the Hiflorian cannot 
do without a diminution of that dignity 
which Ihould breathe in his narration, 
and, is required to fupport his page.

Biography has an irrefiftible charm 
which takes pofleflion of the imagination 
by bringing before it the molt pleafing 
images. It developes the paflions of the 
nurnan heart, comes home to men’s bo- 
ioms, exhibits the fallibility of our na­
ture, and (if I may ufe the expreflion) 
reconciles us to ourfelves.

In Plutarch’s Lives we find, to cite 
the words of Heinfius, 'compendium eru­
ditions, pfudentice thefaurum 5 an epi­
tome ot learning, and a treafury of pru­
dence. Plutarch certainly pofleffed a nice 
difcrimination of character, and was a 
very fit arbiter of things. His volumes 
are adapted to every 'flation of life, and 
every diverfity of age. They deliver 
rules for conduCl, and precepts for aftion ; 
they are not lefs adapted to inftruCt the 
Legiflator, than to inform the School­
boy. Plutarch is not dazzled by the 
glare of aCtion, but contemplates his 
characters in folitude and retirement. 
He gives us a faithful picture of human 
nature, and as Rouffeau has observed 
with much felicity of expreflion, be rep.re- 
fents mankind in their night-gowns and 
flippers.

Suetonius has produced a work of 
Biography, which is not without great 
information. He does not abound with 
the deep remarks or the fugacious reafon- 
ing of Tacitus, but the accuracy with 
which his fails are recorded enables us 
to eftablifh our reflections upon the bails 
of truth. His lives, however, are prin­
cipally a recital of luft and debauchery 5 
a picture of fcenes that difgrace and vil- 
lify nature 5 a defcription of aftions that 
the foul of man recoils at.

Our own countrymen have given us 
feveral biographical works, which will 
afford an inexhauflible fource of pleafure 
and inflruftion.

It belongs to the Biographer to enliven 
his narrative with welbleleCted anecdote, 
and to footh the fancy with the images of 
demeftic life. Johnfon, in his life of 
Milton, not only defcribes the public 
aCtions, but watches the modes of itudy, 
the progrefs of the compofitions of that 
fublime Poet, and views him in his 
habits of domeftic privacy.

“ Being driven from all public ftations 
(fays the Biographer), Milton is yet too 
great not to be traced by curiofity to his 
retirement, where he has been found by 
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Mr. Richardfon, the fondeft of his ad­
mirers, fitting before his door, in a grey 
coat of coarfe cloth, in warm fultry wea­
ther, to enjoy the frejb air ; and fo, as 
well as in his own room, receiving the 
vifits of people of difiinguifhed parts, as 
well as quality.

“ According to another account (con­
tinues Johnfon) he was feen in a fmall 
bpufe, neatly enough dreffed in black 
clothes, fitting in a room hung with rtijly 
green ; pale but not cadaverous, with 
cbalk-jlones in bis bands. He faid, that 
if it were not for the gout, bis bhndnefs 
would be tolerable."

Such minute circumftances as thefe in 
the life of fo great a man as Milton, are 
admitted with propriety, as every thing 
that can be told us of him will be liftened 
to with rapture ; and I am of the opinion 
of the Profeffor, who once informed his 
pupils that he felt a gratification in 
knowing even that Milton faftened his 
fhoes with latchets.

Thofe Authors who become their own 
Biographers prefent the world with a 
very agreeable performance in the literary 
hiftory of their ftudies and compofitions. 
It has been obferved that every man’s 
life is of importance to himfelf, and it 
might be added, that if he has talents 
he may make the defcription of it both 
pleafing and in/truClive to others.

What delight do we derive from the 
hiftory which Rouffeau, Franklin, Gib­
bons, and many other men, eminent for 
their intellectual endowments, have left 
us of themfelves. With what avidity is 
every page read that contains the recital 
of their own aftions. This example of 
fell biography, if I may ufe the ex­
preflion, has now been fhewn us by the 
moil diftinguiflied characters of the Re­
public of Literature; and will, I hope, 
be imitated by the manyfhininggeniufes, 
whole productions do 1b much honour to 
the prelent age.

If a Southey, a Hayley, a Scot, and 
many others whom I could cite as men 
whole conceptions glance from heaven to 
earth, from earth to heaven, were to live 
over their years again, and depiCt in 
faithful colours the tenpur of their lives, 
what a fource of intellectual pleafure 
would they open to pofterity.

I /hall now make a tradition to the 
fubjeCt of fpeaking of one’s felf, or the 
frequent ufe of the pronoun Ego. Ego- 
tifin in writing, lay the Critics, ihould 
be avoided, and this rule Homer never 
tranfgreffes, who is not found to fpeak 
of himfelf j yet no perfon would coniider 

the 
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the beauty of his poems dimini/hed, but 
on the contrary, 1 think, rejoice, had the 
Grecian Bard lung Sometimes of himfelf ; 
told the place or his birth which feven 
Cities contend for, and indulged fre- 
quently in dilclofing whatever related to 
him.

There are no paffages in Paradi fe Loft 
that enchain the mind more powerfully 
than thofe extrinfick ones which relate to 
Milton himfelf. We never regret being 
drawn away from the main fubjed to 
hear the Poet bewail his own fate, he 
does it with fuch heart-moving pity ! 
At the beginning of the Third Book he 
defcants io pathetically upon his own 
blindnefs, that the man who can read it 
without emotion had better rend no more ; 
he cannot poffefs any acquaintance with 
fympathy or feeling/He opens the Book 
with an addrefs to Light, which, after 
fome retrofpedion, he thus beautifully 
addrcffes;

“ Thee I revifit fafe, 
te And feel thy fovereign vital lamp ; but 

thou
<c Revifit'll: not thefe eyes, that roll in vain 
“ To find thy piercing ray, and .find no 

dawn ;
“ So thick a drop ferene hath quench’d their 

orbs,
Or dim fuffufion veil’d!”

But how tranfcendantly fine, and ex- 
quihtely pathetic, is another part of the 
fame digreflion :

“ Thus with the year 
44 Seatons return 5 but not to me returns

“ Day, or the fweet approach of Lv’n or 
Morn,

“ Or fight of vernal bloom 5 or Summer s 
rofe,

“ Or flocks, or herds, or human face di­
vine ;

“But cloud inftead, and ever-during dark 
“ Surrounds me ; from the chearful ways of

men
“ Cut off, and, for the book of knowledge 

fair,
“ Prefented with an univerfal blank
“ Of Nature’s works.”

The fame praife might be given to the 
other digreffions in which the Poet be­
wails his privation of light: they take 
faft hold upon the mind. Pope is fre­
quently found to chaunt his own actions, 
but his egotiljn is fo lively that none 
would with it away. No verles flow 
more meiiiliuoufly than thofe which re­
late to-hhnlelf. How grateful are the 
following:
“As yet a child, nor yet a fool to fame, 
“ I tiff'd in numbers, far the numbers came."

In a word, to return £0 the primary 
fubjeft of my Eflay, there is no writing 
more congenial with the general tafte of 
mankind than Biography; and of thofe 
Authors, I will further obferve, whom 
neither hiftory nor tradition has fupplied 
us with an account of, there is no part 
of their works that will be read with 
fuch eager curiofity as where they indulge 
in Egotilm, and fpeak of themfelves.

(Il was not in our power to alter the Title of this Corr efond ent's laft Favour, the 
fleet being already -worked off. Ue will bepleafed to give himfelf no trouble about 
Toji age.}

TO THE EDITOR OF THE EUROPEAN MAGAZINE.

SIR,
T N a former letter I fent you fome Re- 
* marks on the Simoniacal Method of 
obtaining Ecclefiaftical Preferments, 
which is now fo commonly praftifed ; I 
have at prefent a few oblervations to 
offer on theconduftof thofe Patrons who 
fell that, which was entrufted to them to 
be freely given, for the encouragement 
pf piety and learning.

The foundation of what I fhall advance 
on this fubjeft is, that a Patron who fells 
the Presentation to a Benefice, fells that 
to which he himfelf hath no right. J 
do not mean to affert that he hath not a 
power to fell, becaufe, as I hinted in my 

laft letter, the Courts of Law will defend 
him m fo doing ; but that (however pa­
radoxical it may found) he hath no kind 
of right, either reafonable, equitable, or 
I think legal, to the thing or property fo 
fold. For what does the corrupt pur­
chafer buy ? Is it the duty' of reading 
prayers, and preaching in a particular 
Church, together with that of vifiting 
and relieving the lick, and all the other 
laborious eflices that attend a confcien- 
tious difeharge of the clerical fundion ? 
-—Certainly not : the tithes and other 
emoluments are undoubtedly the only 
objects which regulate the price in the 
contemplaticjB of both buyer and feller.
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To theft emoluments I repeat (and 
backed by the authority of BlackRone I 
am not much afraid of contradiction) 
the Patron himfelf neither has, nor in any 
poffible cafe as patron can have, any 
rightk,

“ I he payment of tithes to the Clergy 
is a practice fo antient, that the time 
cannot be precifely afcertained when it 
was firft introduced into this country. 
It is probably coaeval with the planting 
of Chriftiariity among the Saxons by 
Augufti'n the Monk, about the end of the 
fixth century. But it is traced with 
certainty as far back as the year .786, 
when by a conftitutional decree of a 
Synod then held, the payment of tithes 
is (trongly enjoined ; and by a fubft- 
quent law of King Alfred, anno 900, a 
penalty was added upon the non-ob- 
lervance; which law of Alfred was again 
enforced by King Athelftan, about the 
year 930. Every man therefore was, by 
the law of the land, bound to pay tithes 
to the Clergy at that time ; though, be­
fore the divifion of parifhes, he might 
pay them to what Pried he pleafed, which 
was called arbitrary confccration. But 
after diocefes were divided into parifhes, 
the tithe of each parifh was allotted to 
its particular Minifter. This divifion 
of parifhes, and even of mother-churches, 
is exprefsly mentioned in a law or King 
Edgar, anno 970 : dentur omnes decimal, 
primaries ecclcfia ad quam parochia per- 
tinet.'”—Blackstone.

The right of the Clergy therefore to 
tithes—I mean the right they can claim 
by human laws, is, I prefume, prior to 
the right which any man at this day hath 
to his eftate. The property of every 
eftate, in all probability, hath been often 
changed fince the firft, or indeed the laft, 
of thefe periods. Now every man that 
purchafeth an eftate fubjeft to tithes, as 
every man mult that hath purchafed land 
(not exempt) fince the year 786, takes 
it fubjeit to that incumbrance, and pays 
fo much the lefs for it on that account ; 
as, on the other hand, he that purchafeth 
land which more modern laws (with what 
reafon I fhall not now enquire) have 
exempted ff-om tithes, pays 1b much the 
more for it, for a fimilar reafon. So 
likewife, every farmer who rents land 
fubjeef to tithes, pays fo much the lefs 
rent for it on that account; and if lie 
rent land which is tithe-free, he pays the 
landlord as much additional rent for it as 
the tithe is worth. Thefe principles ad­
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mitted will lead to an undeniable in­
ference, which is, that by the payment 
of tithes, no layman, whether landlord or 
tenant, contributes any thing, out of his 
own property, towards the maintenance 
of the Clergy ; but they are maintained 
principally, though not entirely, by that 
quit-rent which God hath referred out of 
all lands alrnoft from the creation, and 
which hath been recognifed and eftab- 
lifhed by the municipal laws of this 
kingdom for more than a thoufand years.

If this be the cafe, no layman can drew 
the fainteft fhadow of right to tithes, 
thofe inftances perhaps excepted, in which 
the unguided zeal of Reformation placed, 
them in lay hands, at the dilfolution of 
the Abbeys in the time of King Henry 
the Eighth 5 and, of confequence, the 
Patron who fells a Prefentation to a Be­
nefice, which is the right only of the 
Clergy, fells that which, both by law 
and reafon, belongs not to him. The 
right to tithes belongs to the Clergy in 
general; the right of patronage is only 
to determine what particular Clerk fiiall 
enjoy fuch a particular portion of them. 
“ If the Patron fhould take pofleffion of 
the church, church-yard, glebe, or tithe, 
he intrudes op another man’s property; 
for to thefe the Parfon hath an exclufive 
right.” But where this practice of 
felling prefentations prevails, the Patron 
evidently takes the emolument of the 
tithes to himfelf; the Clerk is only his 
tenant or leflee, juft as if he had purchafed 
a fingle life on fbmuch temporal eftate.

That this practice is contrary to rea­
fon is, I fuppofe, fufnciently evident;— 
how far it is confonant to the principles 
of law, the following particulars may 
affift us ’to determine: Simony is not 
punifhatle in a criminal way at the com­
mon law; it being thought Sufficient to 
leave the Clerk to ecclefiaftical cenfures. 
But as thefe did not affeft the Simoniacal 
Patron, nor were efficacious enough to 
repel the notorious practice of the thing, 
divers Ails of Parliament have been 
made to reftrain it by civil forfeitures, 
which the modern prevailing ufage with 
regard to fpiritual preferments, as Black- 
ftone with juft indignation obferves,. call 

'aloud to be put in execution.
By the ftatute 31. Eliz. ch. 6. it is, 

for avoiding of Simony, enafted, “ That 
if any Patron, for money, or any other 
corrupt confideration or promile, direclly 
or indirectly given, fhall prelent any 
per fen fo an ecclefiaftical Benefice, both 

the 
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the giver and taker fhall forfeit two 
years value of fuch Benefice, one moiety 
to the King, and the other to any one 
that will iue for the fame ; and fuch 
prefentation fhall be void, and the Pre- 
fentee be rendered incapable for ever of 
enjoying the fame Benefice, and the 
Crown fhall prefent to it pro bac vice." 
And by a fubfequent ftatute, 12. Ann. 
ft. 2. ch. 12. “If any perfon, for money 
or profit, fhall procure in his own name, 
or the name of any other, the next pre­
fentation to any living ecclefiaftical, and 
fhall be prefented thereupon, it is de­
clared to be a Simoniacal contract, and 
the party is fubjefted to all the eccie- 
fiaftical penalties of Simony ; is difabled 
from holding the Benefice ■, and the pre­
fentation devolves to the Crown.”

So that by the 31. Eliz. both the cor­
rupt Giver and the corrupt Taker forfeit 
each two years value of the Benefice ; 
the Giver’s Prefentee is for ever excluded 
from enjoying that Benefice, and the 
Taker lofes his prefentaticn for that 
turn. And by 12. Anne, if a Clerk 
purchafe a next prefentation (in whole 
name the purchafe is made it lignifies 
not), and be thereupon prefented at any 
future time, it is Simony by. the letter 
of the law, as well as by the Jpirit of it ; 
and though he may perhaps contrive to 
avoid the ecclefiaftical penalties of Si­
mony, I doubt he muft ftill carry about 
him the guilt of wilful and corrupt per­
jury. • \ •

Thefe laws then feem fufficiently clear 
and exprefs ; but a fubterfuge hath been 
invented to evade the force of the latter 
of them. A Clerk purchafes an advow- 
fbn, and fells it again, referving the next 
prefentation 5 or perhaps waits for a va­
cancy, and is inftituted before he fells 
the advowfon. I call- this by the dif- 
graceful name of fubterfuge, becaufe 
every man who does it muft be conicious 
that the next prefentation was the ex­
prefs objeft of his purchafe ; and with 
that confcioufnefs, whoever can abfolve 
himfelffrom direft and palpable perjury, 
I hold to be not meanly .qualified for the 
office of Commentator on a new Edition 
of the Jefuit’s Morals.

But I am inadvertently recurring to 
the fubjeft of my former letter ; let me 
seturn to the Simoniacal Patron. To 
make pecuniary advantage of that which 
is the exclu'five right of another, is fuch 
manifeft injuftice that one may well 
wonder that men of liberal fentiments in 
other points fhould not be afhamed of it. 
But fay they, we take no oaths againft 
Simony, let the Parlons look to that, 
whilft we pocket the money. To this I 
have one reply to make : valeat quantum, 
valere debet. The Patron is a prin­
cipal in the fuppofed tranfaftion ; a 
tranfaftion which could not poffibly have 
exifted without his being a party in it 5 
a tranfaftion which he is fully aware 
muft inevitably caufe another perfon to 
incur the guilt of perjury ! How far a 
Patron, under thefe circumftances, is a 
partaker of his clerical affociate’s guilt, 
is a queftion that furely merits feme 
confideration, and I leave it for the con- 
fcience of every ferious perfon to refolve 
it for himfelf.

A remedy adequate to the evil here 
complained of is a thing much to be 
defired 5 and until a better is fuggefted, 
I fubmit the following to the judgment, 
of your readers:—By the penalties laid 
on the corrupt Patron, as well as on the 
Simoniacal Clerk, in the Itatutes above- 
mentioned, I think it clearly appears to 
be the intention of the law, tiiat Be­
nefices fhould not be bought or fold upon 
any occasion whatever. If I am wrong 
in this interpretation, fome of your 
Correfpondents will doubtlefs have the 
goodnefs to let me rignt. On the fup- 
pofition (hat my interpretation of thefe 
Itatutes is right, and finding by expe­
rience that the penalties are infufficient 
for the purpofe intended, I humbly pro- 
pofe that the Legislature fhould .amend 
the law, and enaft, That as an oath 
againft having given any Simoniacal 
confideration precedes the Clerk’s infti- 
tution, fo one againft having received 
any, fnall follow the Patron’s prelenta- 
tion.

O.D.
NOV. 21, 17:97.

ACCOUNT
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ACCOUNT
OF

John wilkes, esq^
HIS Gentleman, at one period of 
his life, obtained a very dangerous 

influence over the minds of the people; 
his name was fufficient to blow up the 
flames of fedition, and excite the lower 
orders of the community to afts of vio­
lence againft his opponents in a manner 
fbmething allied to madnefs. After 
great viciflit tides of fortune he found 
himfelf placed in a (fate of independance 
and affluence ; gradually declined from 
the popularity he had acquired, and at 
laft terminated a turbulent life in a ftate 
cf neglected quiet. Reviewing the pre- 
lent ftate of the country, and comparing 
it with that in which he began his 
exertions, though fome advantages may 
be placed to his account, we hefitate in 
giving him credit for thole beneficial 
conlequences which his admirers are apt 
to afcribe to him. We believe he was 
a patriot chiefly from accident, a fuc- 
cefsful one it muft, be owned, but not 
originating in principle.

He was born the 2,8th of October 
1727 *;  hjs father was a diftiller, who 
had railed himfelf from a low fituation 
to affluence by his bufmefs, which he 
carried on in the neighbourhood of St. 
John Street, near the Illington Road, 
where this his eldeft fon firft drew his 
breath. Mr. Wilkes, the elder was a 
churchman, but Mrs. Wilkes a diflenter; 
and the perlon employed about the edu­
cation of their fon was a Prefbyterian 
divine. His early connexions were there­
fore amongft the diflenters, and thefe 
were in fome meafure confirmed by an 
eaijy marriage, before rhe year 1750, 
with Mil's Meade, a lady who with her 
family held the fame religious tenets. 
'1 ,-.s union was not a happy ope x after 
tile birth of one daughter, a ladjf.ftill 
living, both parties by .confent agreed to 
live leparate, and a ;-fo#mon never tock 
place. It is needlefs*  id enquire into the 
■CMufe of domeftic difcontent. Something 
in cafes of this kind is generally to be 
blamed on each fide. A zealous defender 
of Mr. Wilkes (if not Mr. Wilkes him­

* “ The City Eleftion was in March 1768.
Wilkes to the Rev. Mr. Horne, May 22, 

+ See a Letter from Mr. Baxter to Mr.
Colieft.on of Letters, p. 271.
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felf), in anfwer to an inquiry on this 
fubjeit during the Middlefex Election, 
thus defends him I now will take 
an opportunity of faying a word or two 
of Mr. Wilkes’s wife. I have heard 
fome of his friends remark that file is 
perhaps the woman in the world the moft 
unfit for him, and the only one to whom 
he would not have been even an uxorious 
hufband, for he loves a domeftic life; 
but

Sic vifum veneri, cui placet impares 
Formas atque animos fub juga ahenia 
Sa;vo mittere cum joco

She was certainly a large fortune, but 
unhappily half as old again as Mr. 
Wilkes, when he married her. I have 
often dined with them together in town 
and country. He was admired as an 
extremely civil and complaifant hufband, 
rather cold, but exactly well bred, and 
fet an example of polite and obliging 
behaviour in his family, which many of 
thofe who find fault with him would do 
well to imitate. Her reputation is un- 
fpotted, and fhe ftili poflefles Mr. 
Wilkes’s efteem, though I believe no 
great fhare of his tendernefs.” This 
lady died the 4th of April 1784, and 
the newfpapers cf the day faid that a 
conciliatory interview had taken place 
between her and her hufband a fhort time 
before her death. Mrs. Meade her mother 
died the 14th cf January 1769.

Before Mr. Wilkes’s marriage he had 
travelled abroad with great advantage, 
and in the courfe of his travels became 
intimate with the celebrated Andrew 
Baxter, “ whole admirable metaphyfics, 
eftablifhed on the phyfics of Newton, 
neglected as they are, will (fays War­
burton) be deemed great a difhonour 
to the wifdom of this age, as the negleft 
of Milton’s poetry was to the wit of the 
pale.” With this author he eftablifhed 
a friendflrip which lafted during Mr. 
Baxter’s life f, and on the publication 
of the Appendix to the Enquiry into 
the Nature of .the Human Soul, was

I was forty the Oftober preceding.”—Mr. 
1771.
Wilkes, very r. Wilkes’s

honoured
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honoured with the following Dedi­
cation :

“ SIR,
te The fubjeft of our converfation in 

the Capuchin’s Garden at Spa, in the 
fummer of 1745, lies ftill by me in the 
drefs it was put in. I have not leifure 
at prefent to prepare it lor the public 
view. In the interim I fend you the 
following flieets as a token of my fincere 
refpect. It is a pleafure to think on the 
time we fpent fo agreeably together.

“ I am, &c.”

After Mr. Wilkes’s marriage he fet­
tled at Aylefbury, and cultivated letters 
and agreeable fociety for feveral years 
with little attention to oeconomy, if not 
with a total difregard to it. He feems at 
this period to have had no intention of 
making himfelf confpicuous in public 
life, and probably, had he not embar- 
raffed his circumftances, might have 
palled through the world known only to, 
and admired by, a private circle of 
friends. His manners were elegant, his 
hofpitality engaging, and his converfation 
inftrudlive and entertaining. By his 
neighbours he was much efteemed, and 
by his friends beloved ; and with the 
nobility and gentry of the county he 
lived on terms of intimacy and equality. 
He had arrived nearly at the age of 
twenty-feven before he made a fingle 
effort to emerge from the fituation of a 
private gentleman. At length the Ge­
neral Eleftion in the year 1754 prompted 
him to become a candidate for a feat in 

the Houfe of Commons, and he accord­
ingly offered himfelf for the borough of 
Berwick *.  On this occafion he made 
the following fpeech at the Guild to the 
Electors on the 16th of April, which is 
believed to be his firft political pro­
duction, and on that account deferring 
to be preferred ;

“ Gentlemen,
“ I beg your leave to offer myfelf a 

candidate to reprefent you in Parliament; 
I came here with the utmoft pleafure to 
make you a tender of my fervices, from 
the affurances I had received of your 
Heady attachment to the caule of liberty. 
I early embarked in the fame generous 
caufe, and have always had it neareft to 
my heart. I am thoroughly fenfible of 
the excellence of the conftitution of this 
happy country, and my utmoft efforts 
fhall be exerted for the prefervation of 
it. In this and every other cafe I hope 
to be your faithful Reprefentative; and 
while I am delivering your fentiments, 
and difcharging my duty to my Confti- 
tuents, I fhall have the fatisfaffion of 
ferving a caufe I have ever valued beyond 
every thing. If I am fo happy as to 
fucceed, I affure you, Gentlemen, I fhall 
ever be watchful over the interefts of this 
Nation in general 5 but the good of this 
Corporation fhall have my particular at­
tention. It fhall always be my favourite 
ftudy. My warmeft endeavours fhall be 
employed for you, and I fhall efteetn my- 
fell happy in every opportunity of doing 
you a real fervice. Gentlemen, I coms 

. * This effort to get into Parliament feems to have been made not without the appro­
bation of the thenMiniftry, as will appear from the following Letter:

(COPY)
“ Upper Brook-fir eel, April 2, 1754, 

DEAR SIR,
“ IT is with the greateft pleafure that I received your letter informing me of your refo- 

lution to offer yourfelf a Candidate at Berwick. Every public and private motive concur to 
make me with you fuccefs ; and if it were any way in my power to contribute towards it, 
I hope I need not affure you of my warmeft endeavours to promote it. Your own prin­
ciples in private mull recommend you to every honefl; man, and in public to every friend to 
the Government j and if the nature of your undertaking did not require the utmoft fecrecy, 
I dare fay you would receive every mark of their good will and affi fiance that is proper for 
them to give. Your antagonift has in general, I believe, oppofed all the meafures of Go­
vernment during the prefent Parliament, and I never heard that he has altered his difpo- 
fitions ; it is therefore extremely natural for one in my fituation to prefer to him a Gentle­
man fo able and fo willing to affift in thofe meafures which I think molt conducive to the 
Security of tjtie Government, and to the continuance of the public peace and welfare.

ff I am, with the greateft regard and truth,
“ Dear Sir,

" Your moft faithful and obedient humble fervant,
GEQROE GRENVILLE.”

6< John Wilkes,
here
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here uncorrupting, and I promife you I 
fhall ever be uncorrupted. As I never 
will take a bribe, fo I never will offer 
one. I fhould think myfelf totally un­
worthy of the great and important trull 
I am now foliciting, if I fought to obtain 
it by the violation of the laws of my 
country. I hold them facred; and I 
think the happinefs and fecurity of every 
man depends on the obfervation of them. 
Gentlemen, I have no private views : 
my foie ambition is to lerve my country, 
and to contribute to the prefervation of 
the invaluable privileges this Nation en­
joys beyond any in the world. I fliall 
aft fteadily on thefe principles, and there­
fore I hope for the honour of your pro- 
teftion and encouragement, and fliall en­
deavour to convince you of my fmcereft 
regards and warmelt gratitude.”

He-was not fuccefsful in the conteft 5 
the numbers at the clofe of the poll being 
for Thomas Watfon, 374-; John De- 
laval, 307 ; and John Wilkes, 192.

The publication of Johnfon’s Dictio­
nary the next year (1755) gave Mr. 
Wilkes an opportunity of amuling a few 
of his friends at the expence of our 
learned Lexicographer, who had affected 
in the Grammar of the Englilh Tongue, 
prefixed to that work, that “ H feldom, 

perhaps never, begins any but the firlt 
lyllable.” His opponent, with feme 
plealantry, produced a few fcore inftances 
to prove that,the remark was unfounded. 
It began, “ The Author of this obfer­
vation muft be a man of quick appre- 
benjion, and of a molt compre-benfive 
genius,” &c. We fliould be glad to 
print the whole of this jeu d'efprit, if 
any of our correfpondents would favour 
us with a copy.

At this period a feries of diffipation 
had much deranged Mr. Wilkes’s af­
fairs, but his extravagance ftill con­
tinued. On the railing the militia in 
1757, he obtained a commiflion in the 
corps belonging to his own county of 
Buckingham; he indulged himfelf in 
many excelfes which his then mature age 
furnifhed no apology for ; he became a 
member of a celebrated fociety which 
held its orgies at Mednemham in Buck- 
inghamfliire *;  and before the year 1760 
had become fo involved, that, he had 
praftiled many expedients to obtain 
money, which we are afraid would not 
bear examination f. Still, however, his 
agreeable qualities remained ; he was 
carefled by fome, pitied by others, and 
admired by all.

* See fome account of this Society in Mr. Wilkes’s Letters, p. 34* -An exaggerated 
relation of the myiteries of it may be feen in “ Chryfal, or The Adventures of a Guinea.”

f Particularly with Sylva the Jew, the Foundling Hofpital, &c.
D a monftrous

[ To be continued. ]

DROSSIANA.
NUMBER C.

ANECDOTES OF ILLUSTRIOUS AND EXTRAORDINARY PERSONS, 
PERHAPS NOT GENERALLY KNOWN.

—------A THING OF SHREDS AND PATCHES ! Hamlet.

[ Continued from Vol. XXXII. Page 418. ]

THUANUSWls. called the French Cato; and 
v not undefervedly ; for in his inte­

grity and intrepidity he very much re- 
fembled the Roman Patriot, no lei’s than 
in the love he bore to his Country. He 
thus concludes the Preface to his cele­
brated ‘ Hiftory of his own Times,’ which 
is dedicated to Henry the Fourth :—• 
“ O God 1 preferve Jiis Majefty the King, 
and the Dauphin 5 for in their fafety are 
included the peace, the concord, the fe­
curity, and every thing that can be ufe- 

ful and falutary to France. Direft the 
councils of him (who has faved his 
Country from ruin, and who now fiou- 
rifhes like a flourilhing tree near a gentle 
ftream) to the promotion of peace, to the 
encouragement of good learning, and of 
all thofe arts that render a kingdom great 
and refpeftable. Permit good order, fo 
agreeable to good minds, to»bear the fu- 
preme fway. May ancient faith and re­
ligion, ancient manners, the inftitutes of 
our anceltors, and the laws of the coun­
try, be reltored. Difperfc all new and 
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monftrous opinions, all herefies in re­
ligion, the offspring of ill-employed lei­
sure. May there remain no fchifm in 
the Houfe of God, but may peace of 
confluence and fecurity in the State be 
confirmed. And, O Eternal God of 
Heaven! (without whom we are nothing 
and can do nothing) I entreat and be- 
feech thee to grant, through thy Holy 
Spirit, that in every thing I am now about 
to tell, liberty, faith, and truth, may be 
eftablifhed, no lefs with thole who are 
living at prefent than with pofterity ; 
and that my work may be as free from 
any fufpicion of flattery or of malice, as 
it is free from any fufpicion of my un­
dertaking it from a defire of making 
money by it!”

Then follow fome Alcaic Latin verfes 
s to TRUTH,’ of which the following 
lines are a feeble adumbration :

O TRUTH, who with the Gods hadft 
birth,

Hated, detefted, fcorn’d on earth ! 
Virtue’s delight, and Vice’s dread, 
Whither, ah ! whither art thou fled ?
O, from thy native Ikies defcend, 
Thy courfe to wretched mortals bend ; 
With Modefty, of nothing vain, 
And Innocence, without a ftain ;
Simplicity, in robes of white, 
Candour, celeftial virgin bright, 
And man’s lincerelr, kindeit friend, 
Religion, on thy fteps attend !
Then dare the dangers of the field, 
Thy falchion draw, and grafp thy ihield; 
For oh 1 the latter days are near, 
And ev’ry bofcm (hakes with fear.
The world, by age extreme decay’d, 
By man’s foul deeds a chaos made, 
In ruin hurl’d, or wrapt in fire, 
Shall in the vaft abyfs expire j
Unlefs thy falutary pow’r
Avert the dread tremendous hour ;
Unlefs the magic of thy grace 
Reftcre to virtue man’s frail race.
To fave the world then, Gcddel’s, fly, 
Deftroy the fiend Impiety ;
Rebellion’s violence confound, 
And licence raging all around.
Concord’s long-wilh’d-for joys infufe, 
And Peace, the nurfe of ev’ry Mule ;

Error’s mad fophiftry reftratn, 
And thy bleit fway o’er men maintain s 
’Gainlt Vice’s darts their bofoms fteel j 
Make them this precept’s force to feel, 
Howe’er Affliction waves its rod, 
“To follow thee, and fear their God.” 

JOHN BICKNELL, ESQ_.
The Author of the beautiful poem of 

c The Dying Negro,’ was at the Bar, 
and praelifed chiefly in the Court of 
Chancery and at the Rells, in each of 
which Courts he had received compli­
ments from thole who prefided there for 
fome fagacity which he had (hewn in 
fome of the caufes in which he had been 
engaged. He likewife went the Horne 
Circuit, and by his knowledge in a par­
ticular point of criminal law fayed the 
life of a culprit, as the Judge allured 
him *.

* He was fitting below the Judge in the Court houfe of Hertford, whilfl a criminal was 
trying for a highway robbery. Something flruck him during the trial, which, as amicm 
wia, l.e handed up cn a piece of paper to the Judge, who, on reading it, exclaimed to 
Rlr. Bicknell, “ I am much obliged co you, Sir 5 your qbfervatipns have laved the life of the 
ptifoner at the bar.”

with

Diffatisfied with the fuccefs of a cele­
brated dramatic writer of our times, he 
turned fome of the lines from a tragedy 
of his into Latin verle, and pretended 
that the Author had borrowed his lines 
from them. The Author erroneoully 
accufed a Gentleman of great critical 
acumen of the trick, and became ex­
tremely angry.

In that exquifite piece of humour, 
‘ The Hiftory of Joel Collier,’ he had 
fome hafid. He confefled to a friend of 
his, that the MS. was lent to him out 
of the country, the compofition of more 
perlons than one, and that he reviled the 
fheets, and occafionally added fomething 
to it.

He very often wrote on political fub- 
jeffs and others, in the Public Advertifer, 
under different fignatures. He took a 
very ailive part in the defence of the late 
Sir John Fielding’s charafter, when he 
was attacked for having very humanely 
and very wifely endeavoured to prevent 
the reprefentation of that dangerous 
performance 1 The Beggars Opera.’ Sir 
John Fielding lent for Mr. Bicknell, 
thanked him very much for the kindnefs 
he had done him, and in the ftrongeft 
manner affured him of the conftant 'in­
tegrity of his character as a Magiffrate, 
and of the purity of his intentions, and 
the channel's of his hands, requefting 
him to examine the books of his office
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with refpefl to money matters for many 
years pall. This Mr. Bicknell refilled; 
and returned from the lagacious Ma- 
giftrate highly pleafed, and convinced 
that lie was beyond lufpicion, and clear 
in his dignified and uieful office *.

* A man’s chara&er is often well known by his arnufements. In the latter part of his 
days Sir John amufed himfelf with dictating fermons.

-f- Burke faid of Lord Bacon's ‘ Eflays,’ that they were the bell of his works : Dr. Johnfon. 
was of opinion, that their value and excellence confided in their being the obfervations of a 
flrong mind operating upon life j and that;, in confequence, you find there what you feldom 
fjnd in other books.

’ - xn

Mr. Bicknell was an elegant writer in 
prole and verfe. His ‘ Familiar Let­
ters,’ by their eafe and fprightlinefs, were 
models of epiftolary writing.

SIR GBORGE STAUNTON, BART.

This benevolent and acute Baronet 
-had the honour and happinefs to prevent 
the effufion of human blood in the Eaft 
Indies, in the year: 1782. The Peace 
had been figned between England and 
Trance at Paris in that year, of which 
the French Commander in the Indies 
either was or affefted to be ignorant. 
Sir George, however, with that power 
of addrel's, coolnefs of temper, and per- 
fuafive eloquence which he lb eminently 
poffeffes, prevailed upon the French 
Commander, M. de Suffrein, to forego 
thole advantages which his peculiar iitu- 
ation had afforded him againft the Eng- 
lilh, and to poftpone till another oppor­
tunity the miferies of war, but too often 
recurring between the two Nations. 
T he benediction bellowed upon the peace­
makers, Sir George moft eminently de- 
ferves ; and would to Heaven, that in 
thefe times his magic tongue were again 
found, and again employed to effectuate 
tiie molt falutary of all purpoles, pre­
vention of the havoc and the dellrudiion 
pf the human race !

DR. JOHNSON.

Did the merit and talents of this great 
man ftand in need of any encomium, what 
greater encomium could be given them 
than this tranfcript from 1’ome MS. Pa­
pers of that ingenious artift Sir Jofliua 
Reynolds, in the Life of him lately pub- 
lilhed by Mr. Malone ? “ Whatever 
merit my ‘ Difqourfes’ have, it mult be 
imputed in a great meafure to the edu­
cation which I may be laid to have had 
under Dr. Johnfon. I do not mean to 
fay, though it would be to the credit 

of thefe ‘ Difcourfes’ (if I could fay it 
with truth), that he contributed a Angle 
fentiment to them ; yet he qualified my 
mind to think juftiy. No man had like 
him the faculty of teaching inferior minds 
the art of thinking. Perhaps other men 
have equal knowledge ; but few were lb 
communicative. His great pieafure was 
to talk to thole who looked up to him. 
It was here he exhibited his wonderful 
powers.”

* * * *
“ The obfervations which he made on 

poetry, on life, and on every thing about 
us, I applied to our art, with what fuc- 
cel's others muft judge. Perhaps an 
artilf in his ftudies fhould purfue the 
fame conduct ; and, inftead of patching 
up a particular work on the narrow plan 
of imitation, rather endeavour to acquire 
the art and the power of thinking. On. 
this fubjeft I have often fppken ; and it 
cannot be too often repeated, that the 
general power of compofition may be ac­
quired, and when acquired, the artilf 
may then take lawfully hints from his. 
predeceflors. In reality, indeed, it ap­
pears to me, that a man muft begin by- 
the ftudy of others. Thus Bacon be­
came a great thinker, by firft entering 
into and making himfelf mailer of the 
thoughts of others J-.’’

LORD BACON.
A good £ Life’ of this great Philofo- 

plier is a defideratum in Englifh Litera­
ture. Dr. Johnfon, who refembled him 
much in the great compafs of his mind, 
laid, that he ihould be much pleafed to 
write the Lite of that man, from whofe 
writings alone a Diftionary of the Eng- 
lilh Language might be compiled. Lord. 
Bacon’s r Enays’ are, perhaps, the book 
the molt pregnant with deep thinking 
and extenfive cbfervation that ever exift- 
ed : they contain the condenfation of all 
human knowledge, and the aphorifms of 
all. civil and political wifdom. Lord 
Bacon fays finely of books, “ that they 
cannot teach us the ufe of themfelves.” 
In his { Helps for Learning,’ he fays 
juftiy, “ Reading maketh a full*  man, 
conversation a ready man, and writing 
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an ex a fl man *. ” “ Apothegms,” fays 
lord Bacon, “ are of excellent ufe ; they 
are mucrones rverboruvib'’pointed fpeeches.

* The fuperiority of the conversation of mercantile perfons brought up in theEaft Indies 
and thcfe brought up elfewhere, has been often remarked. It is owing to this citcumftance, 
perhaps, that all the bufinefs tranfafled in theEaft Indies is done in writing ; the Gentlemen, 
on every (abject, mutually correfpond with each other by means of letters

f See 1 Effcntial Principles of tbp Wealth of Nations,’
L9ULS

The words of the wife,” fays Solo­
mon, “ are painted goods.”—This great 
man faid finely of the Reformation of the 
Church of England to a Reformer, “ Sir, 
the ftibjeft we talk of is the rye of Eng­
land ; and if there be a fpeck or two in 
that eye, we endeavour to take them out ; 
but he would be a bad oculift indeed who 
would endeavour to pull out the eye.”

WILMOT, EARL OF ROCHESTER.

Lord Rochefter faid of himfelf, that as 
long as he (laid in the country, in Ox­
fordshire, he remained cool and fober; 
but that the inftant he came to Brentford 
the devil came into him, and that he then 
became wild. Could any thing ihew the 
ineannefs and the wretchednefs of vice 
more ftrongly than the behaviour of this 
diffolute and diflipated Nobleman in his 
iaft illnefs ? He lent up for all his ferv- 
ants, even to his cow-herd, into his bed­
chamber, to declare before them the hor­
rors that he felt at the recollection of his 
pad life, and to hope that what he then 
buffered from his vicious courfes would 
have the effeft of preventing them in 
future from following his example.

Bifnop Burnet’s account of the life and 
Iaft hours of this unhappy Nobleman 
ihould be put into the hands of every 
young man. It is written with great 
elegance, and exhibits a piflure of the 
rniieries of vice, painted in the molt 
(hiking and glowing colours.

REV. HENRY CLARLE, A. M.
This excellent and exemplary Tutor 

of--------- College, Oxon, was alked by
a father, a few years ago, what allow­
ance he Ihould make to his fon at the 
Univerfity ? He told him, that formerly 
from eighty to one hundred pounds 
a-year was as much as was neceffary for 
a young man to fpend there, and that at 
prefent from one hundred to one hundred 
and thirty pounds a-year was a very 
good allowance. “ But, Sir,” replied 
the father, “my fon, at one of the public 
fchocls of this kingdom, fpends me now 
one hundred and fifty pounds a-year, 
including every expence of fchooling, 

&c.” “You'r fon then, Sir, can never 
be a pupil of mine,” replied Mr. Clarke : 
“ he muft have had the vices of a man 
whilft he was but a child.” The ex- 
pences indeed of mere education are 
nearly as they were a century,ago. The 
careleff^efs of the Governors ofleminaries 
of education, and the folly of parents, 
have permitted the young perlons to 
expend that money which can ferve no 
other purpole than to render them diffi- 
pated, and idle, and ignorant ; and in 
many cafes to render them difappointed 
and dilcontented with that fortune of 
which at the proper time they may be­
come mailers.

QUEEN ELIZABETH.
That ingenious and fenfible writer, 

Mr. Gray f, lays, that the People of 
England were lb far from being panic- 
ftruck with the Spanilh Armada, that 
they encountered it with undaunted fpirit 
at lea, and prepared with an equal fpirit 
to encounter it by lalnd : the Englifli 
Nobility and Gentry came forward both 
with their purfes and perlons on this 
principle, that their own fafety and that 
of the State were infeparable. In the 
Iaft Seflion of Parliament Lord Romney 
propofed to fupport Government by a 
public fubfcription, and offered himfelf 
to contribute 5000I. The fame noble 
offers were made in the Irilh Parliament 
by Mr. Brown and Mr. Bagnell, Inde- 
pendentof the pecuniary lupport it would 
afford towards carrying on the war, it 
would Ihew the French with what a ge­
neral fpirit of deteftation againft their 
principles the People of this Country 
were animated.

GEORGE THE SECOND, KING OF 
ENGLAND.

During the rebellion in 1745, this il- 
lultricus Monarch came to the Council 
Board fome time after the Council had 
been fitting. Fie alked them the fubjeCt 
of their deliberations, and was told that 
they were conlidering how to take care 
of his facred perfon, that it fhould come 
to no harm. <c Gentlemen,” replied he 
nobly, <£ take care of yourlelves ; as for 
myfelf, I am refolved to die King of
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LOUIS XVI. KING OF FRANCE.
<c The good lenfe and the purity of 

intentions of this Prince would have fe- 
cured the happinefs of his people,” fays 
M. de Bouille *,  “ had the earlier part 
of his reign been under the guidance of 
a man of more virtue and capacity than 
M. de Maurepas. The molt immediate, 
though not the greateft of all calamities 
with which France was afflicted was the 
diforder of her finances, occafioned by a 
long courfe of extravagance, and increafed 
by the American war, which involved 
her in an expence of twelve hundred 
millions of livres. Louis,” added he, 
(c poffeffed the beneficence of Henry the 
Fourth, without any of his warlike vir­
tues.”

* M. de Bouille’s Memoirs.
t This Spanifh War was hurried into by a grofs lie. A man appeared at the Bar of the 

Houfe of Commons with his head covered with a clofe cap, who pretended to have loft his 
cars by the cruelty of the Spaniards at the Bay of Honduras. No one offered to turn up 
the cap of Mr. Jenkins, or he would have feen under it a pair of ears as large as thofe of 
Midas.

over

The with of Louis XVI. neareft to 
his heart, was that of relieving the dif- 
treffes of the molt numerous clafs of his 
fubjefts.

GRILI.I, DOGE OF VENICE.
The celebrated league of Cambray 

ended, as molt leagues between allied 
Powers do-, the Venetians remained in 
jiatu quo, and the Powers united againft 
them fuffered confiderably. Two ladies 
had the honour of concluding the peace ; 
Louila of Savoy, and Marguerite of 

Auftria, aunt of the Emperor Charles 
the Fifth. Grilli, Doge of Venice at 
the time, faid on the occafion, et The 
city of Cambray is the purgatory of the 
Venetians ; it has made the Allies fuffer 
for the error they committed in leaguing 
together.”

CARDINAL FLEURY.
Soon after the Abbe de St. Pierre's 

plan for a perpetual peace came out, 
Fontenelle wrote to the Cardinal in 1740 
to with him as ufual a happy year, and 
to congratulate him on the peace he had 
concluded between the Turks and the 
French, and to invite as the moft excellent 
Phylician for the difeafes of Nations, to 
give fome cooling medicine to the fever 
of war which had then broken out be­
tween the Spaniards and the Englifh. 
The Cardinal returned him a jocofe an- 
fwer ; in which he told him, that the 
Kings of thofe countries mult firft take 
a linall dofe of the elixir of St. Pierre’s 
project for a perpetual peace : “ Yet,” 
laid he, “ after all, I fear I mult firft be 
obliged to fend amongft them a miffion- 
ary, who ihall be able to difpol’e their 
inclinations to make ufe of the Abbe’s 
remedy f.”

OBSERVATIONS AND EXPERIMENTS ON THE NATURE AND 
FORMATION OF VEGETABLE EARTH, OR SOIL.

BY MR. SMITH.

BY Vegetable Soil we mean that which 
forms a covering to molt parts of 

the Globe, and in which all vegetables 
grow, multiply, and are nourilhed : it is 
itlelf totally formed of decayed animal 
and vegetable fubltances ; it is of dif­
ferent colours in different places, ac- 
'cording to the different fubltances which 
have grown and decayed upon it. When 
it is pure it is capable of being burnt, 
and in Scotland it is the fuel molt gene­
rally ufed, and goes under the name of 
Peat. It is of different depths in dif­
ferent places, from one inch to between 
twenty and thirty feet. When examined 
minutely, we find it compoled of fmall 

pieces of decayed vegetables ; and even 
Pitcoal itlelf appears to be formed by 
vegetable matter, decompofed under par­
ticular circumftances. On examining 
fome pieces of Coal, we often perceive 
the appearance of ligneous particles > 
but the true prccefs through which the 
wood mult have gone before it affumed 
this foffil Ihape, we cannot determine. 
We find Oak, which has long been 
buried under ground, affurae the hardne-ls 
of Coal 5 this is often dug out of the 
moffes in Scotland, where it goes by the 
name of Black Oak. I have feet? fome 
of thofe Oak-llakes which were found 
in laying the foundation of a bridge

6
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ever the Thames, and which are faid to 
have been drove in there by Julius 
Caefar, to have affumed the bfittlenefs 
and hardnel’s of Coal. The quick in­
creafe of vegetable earth is furprifing in 
tnany places ; particularly near Dumfries 
there is a place called Lochermofs, which 
evidently appears to have been an arm 
of the fea, from boats and anchors having 
been dug up there by the common 
people. Coins have likewife been found 
in it, twenty or thirty feet below the 
furface of the vegetable 1'oil; fome of 
which denote the days of Agricola. The 
bottom of this Mofs is totally compoled 
of fea fand : I have feen large Oak and 
Pine trees dug out of it in a high ftate 
cf prefervation, and had the appearance 
of wood newly cut 5 but the Pine feemed 
to contain more rofin than the Pine which 
grows in our climate, and fplinters of it 
are ufed by the common people as 
torches : nuts are likewife found in thefe 
Molies in a high hate of prefervation. 
It is a curious faff that in whatever 
part of thefe moorifh grounds, provided 
that the furface be dry, we lay down 
limeltone or other calcareous earth, the 
common production, which is heath, will 
be deftroyed, and white clover f pring up 
in its place, although there was not a 
grain of white clover within many miles 
of the fpot. The knowledge of this 
might be a valuable acquirement to 
philofophers, who maintain the theory 
of the fpontaneous generation of vege­
tables and animalculae. The faff is fo 
well known in this country, that the 
farmer has only to lime his land, and it 
produces abundance of this plant, which 
is an excellent pafture for his cattle. I 
will now attempt to prove by Experi­
ment, that both vegetables and animals 
add tp the foil, inftead of diminilhing if; 
or that the vegetable mould affords little 
more than a vehicle to the pabulum or 
feed of plants ; as I fhall endeavour to 
prove that Nature, by a certain regular 
procefs, is capable of turning both Air 
and Water into Earth, and thereby rnuit 
increafe the magnitude of our Globe.

EXPERIMENT THE FIRST.
I expofed a quantity of Earth or Soil 

in a furnace, where I kept it in a red 
heat for nearly twelve hours. I took it 
out and weighed it, I found it to be 
fourteen pounds and a half. I put it 
into a large garden pot, and having fuf- 
ficiently watered it for vegetation, I 
planted in it three tree Mallows : the 
Mallows in all, when planted, weighed 

twenty-two grains. T kept them there 
for four months in the fuinmer feafon, 
during which time they grew and flou- 
rifhed ; at the end of which period I took 
them up and dried them carefully. On 
weighing them I found them to be above 
one pound and a half. I took the Earth 
which was in the pot, and kept it twelve 
hours in a furnace as before, and on 
weighing it I found it had only loft one. 
quarter of an ounce, which might be loft 
in making the Experiment. By this we 
fee that the Earth muft have gained 
confiderabiy in its weight during this 
fhort period. From this we fee that 
Plants are able to convert Water into 
Vegetable Earth. Since I made this 
Experiment. I find that it vias made by 
Hales on a Willow, which increafed in 
five years fo much as to weigh fifty- 
pounds, without the diminution of the 
Earth in which it grew. We are led to 
conjefture, from t;he Experiment, that 
moit of the Vegetable Earth of this 
Globe is, by the powers of vegetation, 
formed from Air, Water, and Light, 
and we find the increafe to be very great. 
The next queftion that occurred to me 
was, whether Vegetables had the power 
of converting Water into Earth, or 
whether or not the Water only afted as 
a itimulus to the Plants, fo as to caufe 
an increafe of their parts, without being 
of itfelf much diminiihed in proportion 
to the increafe of the Plant, in the fam e 
manner as an acid ftimulates the mouth 
to fecrete faliva, without any part of the 
acid entering into the compolltion of the 
faliva : but that Water is diminiihed by 
the growth of Plants, appears probable ; 
for when a Plant has abforbed water, it 
attrads the hydrogene from it, which 
forms their inflammable principle, and 
throws off the oxigene, and in this mode 
they purify the air. As the animal and 
what is called the vegetable life is the 
fame in their manner of increafe and 
growth, I was led to make the following 
Experiment to inveftigate the fubjeft.

EXPERIMENT THE SECOND.
I took two pieces of mufcular flefti of 

equal weight and nearly of the fame 
fliape, that when evaporation took place 
they might have equal furfaces expofed 
to the air. I then fixed them to a piece 
of wood, which I took care to balance 
juftly. On one piece of the mufcular 
flefli I put a number of the eggs of the 
common flefh-fly. During the fpace of 
three days the meat kept an equilibrium ; 
but on the fourth, the one on which I 

put 
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put the eggs preponderated very con­
siderably 5 on the fifth more, and more, 
during the increafe of the maggots, and 
till all the flefti was deftroyed, which was 
in about eight or nine days. This fliews 
that animals poffefs a power of attrafting 
fomething from the air, and that they 
increafe, or give more to the earth, than 
they take away from it; that is, they 
convert fome fpecies of air, / perhaps 
azotic, into a folid earthy fubftance. 
On collefting and weighing the maggots, 
their weight amounted to as much as the 
flefh meat on which they lived, while on 
the other hand, the piece of meat on 
which no eggs were placed had loft one 
quarter of its weight by evaporation, or 
decbmpofition by incipient putrefaftion 
taking place. By thefe Experiments 
it evidently appears that animals as well 
as plants draw fomething from the air, 
which by fome unknown power they 
convert into a folid mafs ; and that not 
aboye one half of the water which they 
ablbrb is converted into a vegetable ' or 
animal fubftance ; but that the water 
operates as a ftimulus, exciting their or­
ganized particles into aftion. This was 
evidently the cafe in the laft Experiment, 
for the maggots were three days in hatch­
ing, during which time a confiderable 
evaporation took place from the furface > 
of the meat; yet notwithftanding this, 
they were found equal in weight to the 
original fubftance on which they had been 

fed. It therefore appears, that water 
and heat are the principal agents in na­
ture in growth, generation, and multi­
plication, both of the anima! and vege­
table kingdoms. A curious inftance of 
this occurs in a boy who was fweated 
down for a horfe-race : the night before 
the race he' was weighed, after which 
they gave him a bifeuit and a fmall glafs 
of wine ; but to their great aftoniftiment, 
when he was weighed in the morning, 
they found he had gained half a ftone in 
weight: Did not this wine and bifeuit 
aft as a ftimulus in exciting that parti­
cular aftion, which was the caufe of the 
abforption of fomething from the air? 
People are known to grow fat upon, 
nothing but ftrong beer : the coal- 
heavers about London are a good example 
of this, they are generally robuft, and 
few of them are great eaters, generally 
living upon porter: Is not this to be 
afligned to the effeft of its Simulating 
quality, as in the former cafe ? From 
the above it appears that animals and 
vegetables have a power of creating and 
increafmg earth, and that they add every 
year a ftrata of earth to our globe, both 
calcareous, argillaceous, and vegetable. 
And it is a probable conjecture, that the 
fame power which at prefent increales it, 
is the power by which it was firft formed, 
that is, the principle of Life!

E. S.J.

CHARACTER OF RUBENS,

BY THE LATE SIR JOSHUA REYNOLDS.

[TAKEN FROM HIS WORKS, LATELY PUBLISHED BY MR. MALONE.]

’’T’lIE works of Men of Genius alone, 
where great faults are united with 

great beauties, afford proper matter for 
cviticifm. Genius is always eccentric, 
bold, and daring ; which, at the fame 
time that it commands attention, is fure 
to provoke criticifm. It is the regular, 
cold, and timid compofer who efcapes 
cenfure, and deferves no praife.

The elevated fituation on which Ru­
bens Hands in the efteem of the world, 
is alone a fufficient reafon for fome exa­
mination of his pretenlions.

His fame is,extended over a great part 
of the Continent, without a rival ; and 
it may be juftly faid, that he has en­
riched his Country, not in a figurative 
fenfe only, by the great examples of Art 

Vol. XXXIII. Jan.

which he left, but by what fome would 
think a more folid advantage, the wealth 
arifing from the concourfe of ftrangers 
whom his works continually invite to 
Antwerp, which, would otherwife have 
little to reward the vifit of a Con- 
noilfyur.

To the City of Duefeldorp he has been 
an equal benefaflor. The Gallery of that 
City is confidered as containing*  one of 
the greateft Colleftion of Pictures in the 
World ; but if the works of Rubens 
were taken from it, I will venture to 
aflert, that this great Repofitory would 
be reduced to at leaft half its value.

To extend bis glory Rill farther, he 
gives to Paris one of its moft ftriking 
features, the Luxembourg Gallery 5 and

E if
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if to thefe we add the many Towns, neral animation of the compofition, there 
Churches, and private Cabinets, where is always a correspondent Spirit in the
a fingle Pidlure of Rubens confers emi­
nence, we cannot hefitate to place him 
in the firft rank of illuftrious Painters.

Though I ftill entertain the lame 
general opinion both in regard to his 
excellencies and bis defefts- yet having 
now feen his greateft competitions, where 
he had more means of difplaying thole 
parts of his art in which he particularly 
excelled, mv eftiraation of his genius is 
of courfe railed. It is only in large 
compofitions that his powers feein to 
have room to expand themlelves. They 
really increafe in proportion to the lize 
of the canvas on whi^h they are to be 
difplayed. His iuperiority is not feen 
in e'afel pictures, nor even in detached 
parts of his greater works, which are 
feldom eminently beautiful. It does not 
-lie in an attitude, or in any peculiar 
expreffion, but in the general effect—in 
the genius which pervades and illumi­
nates the whole.

I remember to have obferved, in a 
Picture of Diatreci, which I law in a 
private Cabinet at Bruflels, the contrary 
efi’eii. In that performance there ap­
peared to be a total mbfence of this per­
vading genius ; though every individual 
figure was correftly drawn, and to the 
action of each as careful an attention 
was paid, as if it were a let Academy 
figure. Here feemed to be nothing left 
to chance ; all the nymphs (the fubjeft 
Was the Bath of .Diana) were what the 
ladies call in attitudes ; yet,, without 
being able to cenfure it for incorreftnefs, 
or any other defeat, I thought it one of 
the coldeft and riroft infipid Piftures I 
ever beheld.

The works of Rubens have that pe­
culiar property always attendant on Ge­
nius, to attract attention, and enforce 
admiration, in fpite of all their faults. 
It is owing to this fafeinating powef, 
■tint the performances of thofe Painters 
with which he is furrounded, though 
they have perhaps fewer defects, yet ap­
pear fpiritlels, tame, and infipid ; luch 
as the altar pieces of Crayer, Schutz, 
Segers, Hey fens, Tylens, Van Bulen, 
and the reft. They are done by men 
whole hands, and indeed all their fa­
culties, appear to have been cramped and 

< confined ; and it is evident, that every 
' thing they did was the effect of great 
labour and pains. The productions of 
Rubens, on;the contrary, feein to flow 
with a freedom and prodigality, as if 
they c oft him nothing p and to the ge- 

execution of the work. The (hiking 
brilliancy of his colours, and their lively 
oppofition to each other, the flowing- 
liberty and freedom of his outline, the 
animated pencil with which every objeft 
is touched, all contribute to awaken and 
keep alive the attention of the fpeflator T 
awaken in him, in fome meafure, cer- 
refpondent lenlations, and make him feel 
a degree of that enthufiafrn with which 
the Painter was carried away. To this 
we may add the complete uniformity in 
all the parts of the work, fo that the 
whole feems to be conducted, and grow 
out of one mind ; every thing is of a 
piece, and fits its place. Even his talle 
of drawing, and of form, appears to 
correlpond better with his colouring and 
compofition, than if he had adopted any 
other manner, though that manner, Am­
ply conlidered, might be better : it is 
here as in perfonal attraftions ; there is 
frequently found a certain agreement and 
correfponderice in the whole together, 
which is often more captivating-than 
mere regular beauty.

Rubens appears to have had that con­
fidence in himfelf, which it is neceffary 
for every Artift to affume, when he has 
fimihed his fludies, and may venture in 
feme meafure to throw afide the fetters 
of authority; to confider the rules as 
fubjeft to his controul, and not himfelf 
fubjecl to the rules j to rifle and to dare 
extraordinary attempts without a guide, 
abandoning himfelf to his own fenfations, 
and depending upon them. To this con­
fidence mult be imputed that originality 
of manner by which he may be truly laid 
to have extended the limits of the art.— 
After Rubens had made up his manner, 
he never looked out of himfelf for affift- 
ancc : there is confequently very little 
in his works that appears to be taken 
from other Matters. If he has borrowed 
any thing, he has had the addrefs -o 
change and adapt it fo well to the reft of 
his work, that the theft is not dif- 
coverable.

Befide the excellency of Rubens in 
thefe general powers, he poffelTed the true 
art of imitating.—He law the objects of 
Nat ure with a Painter’s eye 5 he faw at 
once the predominant feature by which 
every objeft is known and diftinguifhed ; 
and as-lbcn as feen, it was executed with 
a facility that is aftonifhing ; and let me 
add, this facility is to a Painter, when 
lie clofely examines a picture, a fource of 
great pleafure.—How far this excellence 

4- inay 
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may be perceived or felt by thofe who 
are not painters, I know not : to them 
certainly it is not enough that objects 
be truly reprefented ; they muft likewife 
be reprefented with grace 5 which means 
here, that the work is done with facility, 
and without effort. Rubens was, per­
haps, the greateft Matter in the mecha­
nical part of the Art, the belt workman 
with his tools that ever exercifed a 
pencil.

This part of the Art, though it does 
not hold a rank with the.powers of in­
vention, of giving character and ex- 
preffion, has yet in it what may be called 
genius. It is certainly fomething that 
cannot be taught by words, though it 
maybe learned by a.frequent examination 
of thofe pictures which poffels this ex­
cellence.—It is felt by very lew Painters, 
and it is as rare at this time among the 
living Painters, as any of the higher ex­
cellencies of the Art.

This power, which Rubens poffefied 
in the highelt degree, enabled him to 
reprefent whatever he undertook better 
than any other Painter. — Idis animals, 
particularly lions and horfes, are fo ad­
mirable, that it may be laid they were 
never properly reprefented but by him. 
His Portraits rank with the belt works 
of the Painters who have made that 
branch of the Art the foie bufinefs of 
their lives ; and of thofe he has left a 
great variety of fpeciinens. The fame 
may be faid of his landfcapes ; and 
though Claude Lorrain finilhed more 
minutely, as becomes a Profeffor in any 
particular branch, yet there is fuch an 
airinefs and facility in the landfcapes of 
Rubens, that a Painter would as foon 
with to be the author of them, as thofe 
of Claude, or any other Artift whatever.

The Pictures of Rubens have this 
effect on the fpeclator, that he feels him- 
felf in no wile dilpoted to pick out and 
dwell on his defeats. The criticifms 
which are made on him are, indeed, often 
unreafonable. His ftyle ought no more 
to be blamed for not having the fub- 
limity of Michael Angelo, than Ovid 
fhould be cenfured becaufe he is not like 
Virgil.

However, it muft be acknowledged 
•that he wanted many excellencies, which 
would have perfectly united with his ftyle. 
Among thole we may reckon beauty in 
his female characters : fometimes indeed 
they make approaches to it; they are 
healthy and comely women, but feldoin, 
if (ever, poffels any degree of elegance: 

the lame may be faid of his young men 
and children : his old men have that fort 
of dignity which a bufliy beard will con­
fer ; but he never poffefied a poetical 
conception of character. In his repre- 
fentations of the highelt characters in 
the Chriftian or the fabulous world, in- 
ftead of fomething above humanity, which 
might fill the idea which is conceived of' 
fuch beings, the fpeclator finds little 
more than mere mortals, fuch as he meets 
with every day.

The incorreflnefs of Rubens, in re­
gard to his outline, oftener proceeds 
from hafte and careleffnefs, than from 
inability : there are, in his great works, 
to which he teems to have 'paid more 
particular attention, naked figures, as 
eminent for their drawing as for their 
colouring. He appears to have enter­
tained a great abhorrence of the meagre 
dry manner of his predeceffors, the old 
German and Flemiflr Painters ; to avoid 
which, he kept his outline large and 
flowing : this, carried to an extreme, 
produced that heavinels which is fo fre­
quently found in his figures. Another 
defeCl of this great Painter is, his inat­
tention to the foldings of Iris drapery, 
efpecially that of his women: it is 
fcarcely ever call with any choice or 
fkill.

Carlo Maratti and Rubens are, in this 
refpeit, in opposite extremes ; one dif- 
covers too much art in the difpofitions 
of drapery, and the other too little. 
Rubens’s drapery, befides, is not pro­
perly hiftorical; the quality of the fluff 
of which it is compofed, is too accu­
rately diftinguifhed ; refembling the 
manner of Paul Veronefe. This drapery 
is lei's offeniive in Rubens than it would 
be in many other Painters, as it partly 
contributes to that richnefs which is the 
peculiar character of his ftyle, which we 
do not pretend to fet forth as of the molt 
iimple and lublime kind.

The difference of the mannerjof Ru­
bens from' that of any other Painter 
before him, is in nothing more diftin- 
guifhable than in his colouring, which is 
totally different from that of Titian, 
Corregio, or any of the great colourifts. 
The idle it of his Pictures may be net 
improperly compared to duffers of 
flowers ; all his colours appear as clear 
and as beautiful : at the lame, time he 
has avoided that tawdry effect which one 
would expeft fuch gay colours to pro­
duce ; in tills relpect retemblmg Barocci 
more than any other Painter. What was

Ra * faid
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(aid of an ancient Painter may be applied 
to thofe two Artifts—that their figures 
look, as if they fed upon rofes.

It would be a curious and a profitable 
ftudy for a Painter, to examine the dif­
ference, and die caufe of that difference 
of effect in the works of Corregio and 
Rubens, both excellent in different ways. 
The preference probably would be given 
according to the different habits of the 
Connoifleur : thofe who bad received 
their firft irnpreflions from the works of 
Rubens, would cenfure Corregio as heavy; 
and the admirers of Corregio would fay 
Rubens wanted folidity of effect. There 
is lightnefs, airinels, and facility in Ru­
bens, his advocates will urge, and com­
paratively a laborious heavinefs in Cor­
regio ; whole admirers will complain of 
Rubens’s manner being carelefs and un- 
finifhed. whilft the works of Corregio 

are wrought to the higheft degree cf 
delicacy ; and what may be advanced in 
favour of Corregio’s breadth cf light, 
will, by his cenlufers, be called affected 
and pedantic. It muft be oblerved, that 
we are fpeaking folely of the manner, 
the effeft of the picture; and we may 
conclude, according to the cuftom in 
Paftoral Poetry, by bellowing on each of 
thelDilluftrious Painters a garland, with­
out attributing fuperiority to either.

To conclude, I will venture to repeat 
in favour of Rubens, what I have before 
faid in regard to the Dutch School—that 

■thole who cannot fee the extraordinary 
merit of this great Painter, either have 
a narrow conception of the variety of 
Art, or are led away by the affectation, 
of approving nothing but what comes 
from the Italian School.
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Proofs of a. Confpiracy againft all the Religions and Governments of Europe 
carried on in the fecret Meetings of Free Mafons, Illuminati, and Reading So­
cieties. CoJlefted from good Authorities. By John Robifon, M. A. profeffor 
of Natural Philofophy, and Secretary to the Royal Society of Edinburgh. 8vo.
Cadell and Davies.

? | '’HIS Performance, which deferves 
A every pralfe which can be bellowed 

upon it, developes fome of the dark 
trahfaftions which have contributed to 
produce the confufion and disorder now 
reigning in almoft every part of Europe. 
Among other fecret practices employed 
to bring about this great event, the in­
nocent meetings of the Free Mafons have 
been perverted to purpofes for which 
they were never defigned, and have been 
made the inftruments of diffeminating 
Atheifm, Sedition, and every vicious ex­
travagance.’ The worlt ends brought 

about by the werft means, and by the 
worft agents.

The rile and progrefs of Free Mafonrv 
in England are firft detailed, with - the 
various additions made to it. by designing 
or unfufpicious perlons at different times, 
its views and defigns, and the manner in 
which political dil’cuffions firft were in­
troduced. The fchifms which have arifen 
in the feciety ; the alterations and ad­
ditions made, to it in France, and the 
total change and perverfion of its prin­
ciples by a let of profligates under the 
name of Illuminati, an Order founded in

N7 5>
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T775, fey Ur. Adam Weifliaupt, Profef- 
for of Canon Law in the Univerfity of 
Ingolftadt, and abolifhed in 1786 by the 
Eleftor of Bavaria, but revived imme­
diately after under the name of the Union, 
and in a. different form all over Germany. 
'Ibis affociation appears to have been 
formed for the exprefs purpofe of rooting 
out all the religious eftablifhments, and 
overturning all the exifting governments 
of Europe.

The tenets and fecret manoeuvres of 
this Society, fome of which are not yet 
difcovered, form the greateft part of the 
prelent Volume. There is however fuf- 
ficient known, to call forth the indig­
nation of every perlon who profefles to 
be a friend to religion or virtue, and to 
put every one on their guard who knpws 
and relpeUs the rights of private pro­
perty, and of good government.

We fhall not follow, our Author 
through the various difgufting fchemes 
engendered in the wicked minds of the 
new pbilolbphers. It is fuflicient to ob- 
ferve, that “ The Order was faid to 
abjure Chriftianity, and to refule ad- 
miflion into the higher degrees to all 
who adhered to any of the three Con- 
feflions. Senfual pleafures were reftored 
to tlie rank they held in the Epicurean 
philolbphy. Self-murder was juitified 
on Stoical principles. In the Lodges, 
Death was declared an eternal ’Sleep ; 
Patriotism and Loyalty were called nar­
row-minded prejudices, and incompatible 
with univerial benevolence ; continual 
declamations were made on Liberty and 
Equality as the unalienable Rights of 
Man. The baneful influence of accu­
mulated property was declared an infur- 
mountable obstacle to the happinels of 
any nation, whole chief laws were framed 
for its protection and increafe. Nothing 
was io frequently diicourled of as the 
propriety of employing for a good pur- 
pole, the means which the wicked em­
ployed for evil purposes ; and it was 
taught, that the preponderacy of good 
in the ultimate reiuit conlecrated every 
mean employed ; and that wildcm and 
virtue conhfted in properly determining 
this balance.” Thefe principles were 
denied, but the proofs which are here 
produced are fufticiently fti'ong to claim 
the afient ci every considerate reader.

Our Author, amongft other excellent 
obfervations,' lays, “ AU good men, all 
lovers of peace and of juftice, will abhor 
and reject the thought of overturning the 

prefent conftitution of things, faulty as 
it may be, merely in the endeavour to 
eftablifh another, which the vices of 
mankind may fubvert again in a twelve­
month. They muft fee, that in order to 
gain their point, the propol’ers have found 
it neceffary to deftroy the grounds of 
morality, by permitting the moft wicked 
means for accomplishing*  any end that our 
fancy, warped by paffion or intereft, may 
reprefent to us as of great importance. 
They, fee, that inftead of morality, vice 
muft prevail, and that therefore there is 
no fecurity for the continuance of this 
Utopian felicity 5 and, in the mean time, 
defolation and inifery muft day the world 
wafte during the ftruggle, and half of 
thofe for whom we are driving will be 
fwept from the face of the earth. We 
have but. to look to France, where in eight 
years there have been more executions 
and fpoliations and diltreffes of every 
kind by the pouvoir rgvolutionnaire, than 
can be found in the long records, of that 
defpotic monarchy.

* Names aflumed by two of this Order.-— Ev:tor.

“ There is nothing in the whole confti­
tution of the Illuminati that (trikes me 
with more horror than the propofids of 
Hercules and Mines *,  to enlift the 
women in this (hocking warfare with all 
that1 is good, and pure, and lovely, and 
of good report.'1 They could not have 
fallen on any expedient that will be mere 
effectual and fatal. If any of my coun­
trywomen Avail honour thefe pages with 
a reading, I would call on them, in the 
moft earned manner, to confider this as 
an affair of the utmoft importance to 
them (elves. I would conjure them by 
the regard they have for their own dig­
nity, and for their rank in fcciety, to 
join againft thefe enemies of human na­
ture and profligate degraders of the lex ; 
and I would aflure them that the prefent 
(fate of things almoft puts it in their 
power to be the faviours of the world. 
But if they are remits, and yield to the 
ftdu&icn, they will fall from that high 
ftate to which they have arifep in Chrif- 
tian Europe, and again fink into that in-4 
fignificancy or ilavery in which the lex 
is found in all ages and countlies out 
of the hearing of Chriftianity.

“ I hope that my countrywomen will 
confider this lolemn addrefs to them as 3 
proof of the high efteem in which I hold 
them. They will not be offended then 
if, in this feafon of alarm and ankiety, 
when I wiflrto imprefs their minds with 
a (ericas truth, I fhall waive ceremony,

which
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which is always dengning, and fpeak of 
them in honeft but decent plainnefs.

<c Man is immerfed in luxury. Our 
accommodations are now fo numerous 
that every thing is plcafure. Even in 
very fober fituations in this highly-culti­
vated Society, there is hardly a thing 
that remains in the form of a neceffary of 
life, or even of a mere conveniency— 
«very thing is ornamented—it mull not 
appear of ufe<—it mud appear as giving 
.feme fenfible plealure. I do not fay this 
by way of blaming—it is nature—man is 
a refining creature, and cur mcft boafted 
acquirements are but refinements on our 
neceffary wants. Our hut becomes a 
palace, our blanket a fine drefs, ardour 
arts become feiences: This dilcontent 
with the natural condition of things, and 
this dilpofition to refinement, is a cha- 
raderiftic of our fpecies, and is the great 
employment of our lives. The direction 
which this propensity chances to take in 
any age or nation, marks its charafler 
in the moll confpicuous and interefting 
manner. AH have it in feme degree, and 
it is very conceivable that, in feme, it 
may conftitute the chief objecl of at­
tention. If this be the cafe in any 
nations, it is furely moil likely to be fo 
in thofe where the accommodations of 
life are the molt numerous—therefore in 
a rich and luxurious nation. I may 
furely, without exaggeration or reproach, 
give that appellation to our own nation 
at this moment. If you do not go to 
the very loweft clafs of people, who muff 
labour all day, is it not the chief objecl 
of all to procure perceptible pleafure in 
one way or another ? The fober and 
buly ftrugg’e in the thoughts and hopes 
of getting the means of enjoying the 
comfort' of life without farther labour— 
and many have no other object than 
plealure.

“ Then let us reflecl that it is woman 
that is to grace the whole—It is in na­
ture, it is the very conftitution of man, 
that woman, and every thing connected 
with woman, mult appear as the orna­
ment of life. That this mixes with 
every other focial fentiment, appears 
from the conduft of cur Ipecies in all 
ages and in every fituation. This I pre­
fume would be the cafe even though 
there were no qualities or talents in the 
fex to juftify it. This fentiment refpeft- 
ing the fex is neceffary, in order to rear 
fo helplefs, fo nice, and lo impro.Vesble a 
creature as man ; without it, the long 
abiding talk could not be performed : — 

and I think that I may venture to fay 
that it is performed in the different dates 
of fociety nearly in proportion as this 
preparatory and indilpenfable fentiment 
is in force.

“ On the other hand, I think it no 
lefs evident that it is the defire of the 
women to be agreeable to the men, and 
that they will model themfelves accord­
ing to what they think will pleafe. 
Without this adjuftment of fentiments 
by nature, nothing would go on. We 
never obferve any Inch want of fymmetry 
in tb.e works of God. If, therefore, 
thofe who take the dead, and give the 
fafhion in fociety, were wife and virtuous, 
I have no doubt but that the women 
would fet the brighteft pattern of every­
thing that is excellent. But if the men 
are nice and faftidious fenlualifts, the 
women will be refined and elegant vo­
luptuaries.

“ There is no deficiency in the female 
mind, either in talents or in difpofitions ; 
nor can we lay with certainty that there 
is any i’ubjeft of intellectual or moral 
dilcullion in which women have not ex­
celled. If the delicacy of their confti­
tution, and other phyfical cauies, allow 
the female fex a 1'maller fhare- of fome 
mental powers, they poflefs others in a 
fuperior degree, which are no lefs re- 
fpe&able in their own nature, and of as 
great importance to fociety. Inftead of 
defcanting at large on their powers of 
mind, and fupporting my affections by 
the inftances of a Hypatia, a Schurman, 
a Zenobia, an Elizabeth, &c. I may re­
peat the account given of the lex by a 
perfon of uncommon experience, who 
law them without difguife, or any motive 
that could lead them to play a feigned 
part—Mr. Ledyard, who travelled the 
greateft part of the world, for the mere 
indulgence of his tafte for oblervation of 
human nature j generally in want, and 
often in extreme milery.

‘ I have (fays he) always remarked 
that women, in all countries, are civil, 
obliging, tender, and humane : that they 
are ever inclined to be gay and chearful, 
timorous ,and modeft; and that they do 
not helitate, like men, to perform a kind 
or generous aftion.—Not haughty, not 
arrogant, not fupercilious, they are full 
of courtefy, and fond of fociety—more 
liable in general to err than man, but in 
general, alfo, more virtuous, and per­
forming more good actions than he. 
To a woman, whether civilized or lavage, 
I never addrefled myfelf in the language
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t)f decency and friendfliip, without re­
ceiving a decent and friendly anfwer— 
with man it has often been otherwife.

‘ In wandering over the barren plains 
of inholpitable Denmark, through honeft 
Sweden, and frozen Lapland, rude and 
churlilh Finland, unprincipled Ruffia, 
and the wide fpread regions of the wan­
dering Tartar, — if hungry, dry, cold, 
wet, or lick, the women have ever been 
friendly to me, and uniformly fo; and to 
acid to this virtue (fo worthy of the ap­
pellation of benevolence), thefe actions 
have been performed in fo free and fo 
kind a manner, that if I was thirfty, I 
drank the fweeteft draught, and if hun­
gry, I ate the coarfe meal with a double 
relifli ’

“ And thefe are they whom Weifhaupt 
'would corrupt ! One of thefe, whom he 
had embraced with fondn'efs, would he 
have murdered, to fave his honour, and 
qualify himfelf to preach virtue ! But 
let us net be too fevere on Weifhaupt— 
let. us waffi ourfelves clear of alt Rain 
before we think of reprobating him. 
Are we not guilty in feme degree, when 
we do not cultivate in the women thole 
flowers of mind, and thofe difpdfitions of 
teart, which would equally dignify them 

in every Ration as in thofe humble ranks 
in which Mr. Ledyard moft frequently 
faw them ? I cannot think that we do 
this. They are not only to grace the 
whole of cultivated fociety, but it is in 
their faithful and affectionate perfonal 
attachment that we are to find the fweeteft 
plealures that life can give. Yet in all 
thefe fituations where the manner in 
which they are treated is not dictated by 
the ftern laws of neceffity, are they not 
trained up for mere amufement—are not 
ierious occupations confidered as a talk 
which hurls their lovelinefs ? What is 
this but ielfifhnefs, or as if they had no 
virtues worth cultivating ? Their bu~ 
jinefi is fuppofed to be the ornamenting 
themfelves, as if nature did not dictate 
this to them already, with at leaft as 
much force as is neceflary. Every thing 
is prefcribed to them becaufe it makes 
thtmmore lovely—eventheir moral leflbns 
are enforced by this argument, and Mil’s 
Woojftoncraft is perfectly right when 
Hie fays that the fine leflbns given to 
young women by Fordyce or Roufleau 
are nothing but lelfilh and refined volup- 
tuoufnefs. This advocate of her fex puts 
her filters in the proper point of view, 
when ftie tells them that they are, like 
;nmi, the fubjefts of God’s moral go­

vernment—like man, preparing thern- 
felves fur boundlefs improvement in a 
better ftate of exiftence. Had- fhe ad­
hered to this view of the matter, and 
kept it conftantly in fight, her book 
(which doubtlefs contains many excellent 
things, highly deferving of their ferrous 
confederation) would have been a moft 
valuable work. She juflly obferves, that 
the virtues of the fex are great and re-, 
fpeclable, but that in our mad chace of 
pleafure, only pleafure, they are little 
thought of or attended to. Man trulls 
to his own uncontroulable power, or to 
the general goodnels of the fex, that their 
virtues will appear when we have oc.- 
cafion for them ;—<£ but we will fend 
for thefe feme other time :”—Many no­
ble difplays do they make of the moft 
difficult attainments. Such is the patient 
bearing up under misfortunes, which has 
no brilliancy to fupport it in the effort. 
This is more difficult than braving dan­
ger in an aflive and confpicuous fituatioa. 
How often is a woman left with a family, 
and the fhattered remains of a fortune, 
loft perhaps by diffipation or by in­
dolence—and how feldom, how very fel- 
dom, do we fee woman Ihrink from the 
talk, or difeharge it with negligence? 
Is it not therefore folly next to madnefs, 
not to be carefbl of this our greateft 
bleffing—of things which fo nearly con­
cern our peace—nor guard ourfelves, and 
thefe our belt companions and friends, 
from the effects of this fatal Illumi­
nation? It has indeed brought to light 
what dreadful lengths men will go, when 
under the fanatical and dazzling glare 
of happinefs in a ftate of liberty and 
equality, and fpurred on by infatiable 
luxury, and not held in check by moral 
feelings and the reftrhints of religion—> 
and mark, reader, that the women have 
here alfo taken the complexion of the 
men, and have even gone beyond them. 
If we have feen a fon prefent himfelf to 
the National Affembly of France, pro- 
fefling his fatisfafilion with the execution 
of his father , three days before, and de­
claring himfelf a true citizen, who prefers 
the nation, to all other confiderations ; 
we have alfo feen, on the fame day, wives 
denouncing their hufbands, and (O fliock- 
ing to human nature !) mothers denoun­
cing their Ions, as bad citizens and trai­
tors. Mark too what return the women 
have met with for all their horrid fen- 
vices, where, to exprefs their fentiments 
of civifm and abhorrence of royalty, they 
threw away the character of their fex, 

and
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and bit the amputated limbs of their 
murdered countrymen *.  Surely thefe 
patriotic women merited that the rights 
of their lex flfould be confidered in full 
council, and they werb well entitled to a 
feat ; but there is not a fingle add of their 
government in which the fex is con-' 
hftered as having any rights whatever, 
Or that they are things to be cared for.

* I fay this on the authority of a young Gentleman, an emigrant, who faw it, and who 
faid, that they were women, not of the dregs of the Palais Royal, nor of inlamous characle r, 
fcut well dreffed.—I am furry to add, that the relation, accompanied, with looks of horror 
and qifguft, only provoked a contemptuous fmile from an illuminated Britifh Fair one.

“• Are riot the accurfed fruits of Illu­
mination to be feen in the prefent humi­
liating condition of woman in Erance ? 
pampered in every thing that can reduce 
them to the mere inftruments of animal 
pleafure. In their prefent date of na­
tional moderation (as they call it) and 
Security, lee Madame Tallien come into 
the public theatre, accompanied by other 
beautiful women, (I was about to have 
mifnamed them Ladies,) laying afide all 
modefty, and prefenting themfelves to 
the public view, with bared limbs, a la 
Sauvage, as the alluring objects of delire. 
I make no doubt but that this is a ferious 
matter, encouraged, nay, prompted by 
government. To keep the minds of the 
Parifians in the prefent fever of difiblute 
gaiety, they are at more expence from 
the national treafury for the fupport of 
the fixty theatres, than all the penlions 
and honorary offices in Britain, three 
times told, amount to. Was not their 
abominable farce in the church of Notre 
Dame a bait of the fame kind, in the 
true fpirit of Weifhaupt’s Eroterion ? 
f We do not,’ faid the high prieft, ‘ call 
you to the worfhip of inanimate idols. 
Behold a matter-piece of nature, (lifting 
up the veil which concealed the naked 
charms of the beautiful Madmf. Barbier): 
This facred image flrculd inflame all 
hearts.’ And it did fo ; the people 
fhouted out, 1 No more altars, no more 
priefts, no God but the God of Nature.’

“ Orleans, the firft prince of the blood, 
did not fcruple to proftitute his daughter, 
if not to the embraces, yet to the wanton 
view of the public, with the precife in­
tention of inflaming their defires. (See 
the account given of the dinners at Sil- 
lery’s, by Camille Defmoulins, in his 
Ipeech againft the Briffotins.) But what 
will be the end of all this ? The fond­
lings of the wealthy will be pampered in 

all the indulgences which faftidious vo- 
luptuoulhefs finds neceffary for varying 
or enhancing its pleafures* ; but they will 
either be flighted as toys, or they will be 
immured 5 and the companions of the 
poor will be drudges and flaves.”

The third Chapter contains the ac­
count of the German Union, and the 
fourth thews how the French Revolution 
was con ne ft ed with the plans of the Ger­
man mifcreants, and in what manner it 
has beenafiifted by them. By this ftate- 
inent it appears that the ftupid Bavarians 
(as the French were once pleafed to call 
them) were their inftruftors in the art of 
overturning the world, though the French 
were the firft who put it in practice.

In this Chapter we have the following 
anecdote of the Count D’Artois “ The 
unfortunate Prince who has taken refuge 
in this kingdom, and whole fituation 
amongft us is an illuftrious mark of the 
generolity of the nation, and of the 
iovereignty of its laws, faid to one of the 
Gentlemen about him, that ‘ if this 
country was to efcape the general wreck 
of nations, it would owe its prefervation 
to religion.’ When this was doubted, 
and it was obferved that there had not 
been wanting many Religionifts in France. 
‘ True,’ faid the Prince, ‘ but they were 
not in earneft. I fee here a ferious in- 
tereft in the thing. The people know 
what thev are doing when they go to 
church 5 they underhand fomething of 
it, and take an intereft in it.’ May his 
obfervation be juft, and his expectations 
be fulfilled !”

The Poftfcript contains ftriftures on 
the Utopian Theories fet afloat by the 
French, philofophers, and now diflrafting 
the world, with a defence of the fyftem 
now exifting in this country, which every 
confiderate man is called upon to cherifir 
and fupport. If the examples of milery 
brought upon other countries by languor 
arid indifference in the people at large 
are not fufficient to call forth exertion, 
this nation, like its neighbours, will not 
efcape the domineering infolence and ra­
pacity of an enemy at prefent more to be 
detefted than feared.

An
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An Authentic Account of an Embaffy from the King of Great Britain to the Em­
peror of China, &c.

[Continued from Vol,

THERE are properly but three clajfes 
of men in China. Men of letters, 

from whom the Mandarines are taken ; 
cultivators of the ground; and mechanics, 
including' merchants. In Pekin alone is 
conferred the higbeft degree of literature 
upon thofe who, in public examinations, 
are found molt able in the fciences of 
morality and government, as taught in 
the ancient Chinefe writers, with which 
ftudies the hiftory of their country is in­
timately blended. Among fuch gradu­
ates all the civil offices in the liate are 
diftributed by the Emperor; and they 
compole all the great tribunals of the 
Empire. The candidates for thofe de­
grees are fuch as have fucceeded in fimi- 
lar examinations in the principal city of 
each province. Thofe who have been 
chofen in the cities of t\\e.fecond order are 
the candidates in the provincial capital. 
The examinations are carried on with 
great folemnity, and apparent fairnefs. 
Military rank is like given to tbofe who 
are found, upon competition, to excel in 
the military art, and in warlike ex er cites.

According to the belt information given 
to the Embaffy, the ■population of Pekin 
is about three millions. The low houfes 
of that city feemfcarcely fufficient for fo 
vafl a multitude ; but very little room is 
occupied by a Chinefe family in the mid­
dle and lower clades of life. In their 
houfes therearehofuperfluous apartments. 
A Chinefe dwelling is generally fur- 
rounded by a wall, fix or feven feet high. 
Within this inclofure a whole family of 
three generations, with all their refpec- 
tive wives and children, will frequently 
be found. One fmall room is made fo 
ferve for the individuals of each branch 
of the family, fleeping in different beds, 
divided only by mats hanging from the 
cieling. One common room is tiled for 
eating. Several branches of a family, re­
dding under the fame roof, is attended 
with important effects. It renders the 
young temperate and orderly in their con- 
duff, under the authority and example 
of the elder : and it enables the whole to 
live like foldiers in a mef, with more 
economy and advantage. 'The labouring 
poor are however reduced to the ule of 
vegetable food, with a very rare and 
fcanty reliffi of any animalfubjlance.

The crowds of people at Pekin do not 
prevent it from being healthy. The

Vol. XXXIII. Jan- 1798.
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Chinefe live much in the open air, and 
the atmofphere is dry.

The commiffion of crimes is rare. 
Every tenth houfekeeper, after the man­
ner of the ancient tithing-men in Eng­
land, is accountable to a certain degree 
for the conduct of the nine neighbouring 
families. The police is oblerved with, 
particular ftriflnefs within the walls.. 
The city partakes of the regularity and. 
interior fafety of a camp : but is fubjefl 
alfo to its conftraints.

With the poor, marriage is a meafur® 
of prudence; becaufe the children, par­
ticularly the fons, are bound to maintain 
their parents.. This union therefore takes 
place whenever there is the leaft profpeft of 
lubfiftence for a future family. Children^ 
however, born without means being had of 
providing for them, are fometimes aban- 
donedfry the wretched authors of their be­
ing. SuperJUtion comes in aid to reconcile 
this horrid practice to the mind. The child 
is confidered as a holy offering to the 
Spirit of the adjoining river, in which 
the infant is thrown, with a gourd fuf- 
pended from its neck, to keep it from im­
mediate drowning. Female infants are, 
for the moft part, chofen as the lefs evil 
for this cruel facrifice.; and a faint hope 
is generally entertained that they may yet 
be faved from untimely death. Govern­
ment appoints perfons to colled thefe mi- 
ferable objects, for the purpofe of pro­
viding for fuch as are found alive, and 
for burying, thofe who have already ex­
pired. X

The Miffionaries are likewife zealous 
in this humane work. They haften alfo 
to baptize thofe who retain the fmalleft 
fpark of life. One of thofe pious fathers 
acknowledged that in Pekin alone about 
two thoufand were every year expofed, of 
whom a large proportion perilhed.

Chapter the Fifth defcribes the jour­
ney of the Embaffy to the Northern Fron­
tier of China, in its way to Zhe-ho|, the 
furnmer refidence of the Emperor. As 
they proceeded on their march up the 
fides of dilfant mountains, was dfcried, 
in the morning of the fourth day, a pre*  
minent line, or narrow and , unequal 
mark. The continuance of this line to 
the ‘Tartarian mountains'' tops was ef­
ficient to arreft the attention of the be­
holder; and the form of a wall wi th bat­
tlements was in a little time diftin&ly

F difcernedj 
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difcerned, where fuch buildings were not 
expefled to be found, nor thought prac­
ticable to be erefled. .What the eye 
could from a fmgle fpot embrace of thofe 
fortified walls, carried along the ridges 
of hills, over the tops of the higheft 
mountains, defeending into the deepeft 
vallies, crofting upon arches over rivers, 
and doubled and trebled in many parts to 
take in important pafies, and interfperfed 
■with towers or mafly baftions at almoft 
every'hundred yards, as far as the fight 
could reach, prefented to the mind an 
undertaking offlupendous magnitude.

The travellers were now able to deter­
mine, from their own feelings, that it 
was not alone the dimenfions of thofe 
•walls, however considerable, that made 
the impreflion of wonder upon the perlons 
ivho had hitherto feen thele intended bur­
ners again ft the 'Tartars.

Aftonilhment is leldom excited by the 
mere effefl of the continuance or multi­
plication of labour that may be formed by 
common means. : It was the extreme dif­
ficulty of conceiving how the materials 
could be conveyed, and fuch ftruflures 
railed'in fituations apparently inacce.ffible, 
which principally occafioned lurprife and 
admiration. One of the molt elevated 

. ndges over which the great mall is car­
ried has been alcertained to meafure fi ve 
tboufand two bunch ed and twenty five 
fieet.

Sir G. S. employs two pages in the 
hiftory and ules of National Walls in dif­
ferent periods and countries ; the Roman 
•wall defending Britain from the uncivi­
lized. Pitts ; the walls in Egypt, Syria, 
and Media; one to the ealtward of the 
Cafrian Sea, and another in the country 
of "Tamerlane. All of thele united, fays 
our Author, whether they be confidered 
as to the extent of the country over which 
they were carried, and which they were 
meant to protefl, or as to the quantity 
of materials employed in their conftruc- 
tson, or the labour requifite to overcome 
the difficulties of fituation, were not 
equal to the Chinefe Wall alone. It has 
likewise far exceeded them in duration, as 
well as in Iblidity. Some parts of it 
indeed are mouldering to decay, and 
ethers have undergone repair; but the 
main •work has been built with a degree 
of care and architeflural fkill, which, 
without any fublequent attention, have 
preserved it entire fur two iboufandyears.

This is the date, which, upon very 
Sufficient evidence, Sir G... Staunton -af- 
figus to ibis wondfirful fabric. Mr. 
Hell, in bis craved-, sxUhdi iu antiquity 

only to about fix centuries. He is in ge­
neral a very authentic writer, in thofe 
lubjefls which he had himfelf an oppor­
tunity of inveftigaiing; but in this mat­
ter his conjeflure is undoubtedly very 
fhort of the truth. He may have doubted 
its age upon as Hight grounds as lome 
others have done, who, from the filence 
of Marco Polo on the lubjeft, in his ac­
count of his travels over land to the ca­
pital of China, have concluded that the 
wall was not in exiftence in the thirteenth 
century. But it appears now, frofn the 
detail of Polo's route to China, in the 
Doge’s library at Venice, that this tra­
veller did not pals through Tartary to 
China. Having followed the ufiial track 
of the caravans to Sarrnacand. and 
Cafhgar, he bent his courfe acrol’s the 
Ganges to Bengal- ; and from thence, 
keeping to the ibuthward of the Thibet 
mountains, reached the capital of China 
by the province of Shenfee.

Captain Parifit has lubjoimd very ac- 
cmate meafurements of that part of the 
wall through which the Embafty pene­
trated ; and if to this we add the plans 
and engravings relative to it, which em- 
bellifli the quarto edition, we may lately 
pronounce the prefent defcription of this 
extraordinary fabric to be much the muft 
complete that has yet found its way to 
Europe.

In the Firft Chapter of the Third Vo­
lume of the oflavo, we have the continu­
ation of the journey of the Embafty to the 
Emperor's fummer rejidence in 'Tartary, 
withan account of his reception there. It 
is fingular, that in feme villages they 
palled through, in the deeper and darker 
vallies of Tartary, they met with many 
of the inhabitants labouring under a dif- 
order which is called, in fimilar lituations 
in the Alps, the goitre, dr dwelled reCk. 
Nearly one-fixth of the natives had this 
deformity ; which, however, like their 
brethren in Switzerland, they did not 
efteem fuch. Both fexesarefubjefl to thele 
dwellings ; but the females more than 
the males; the latter removing oftener 
from the fpots where the caults of the 
malady exift. The minds of many of 
the perfons lb affiifled were much weak­
ened; feme were reduced to an ablblute 
ftate of idiocy. Tb.efe laft are confidered, 
fays our Author, in ibme degrees as fa- 
cred ; and are maintained by their fami­
lies. with peculiar care. We have 
noted thde particulars as ihewirtg a 
finking currefipondtnct: with the affections 
and reasonings of the peafaniy of the 
Glaciers,

Scot*
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§oon after the arrival of the Embaffy 
at Zhe-hol, the ceremonial of its prefen- 
tation to the Emperor being adjufted in 
the manner already related, the four­
teenth day of September, three days be­
fore that of the Emperor’s birth, was 
fixed for that purpofe. We fliall feleft, 
from a very exafl and detailed narrative, 
the molt ft)iking circumftances.

On that morning the Ambafl'ador and 
his iuite went before day-light, as was 
announced to be proper, to the garden 
of the palace of Zhe-hol. Soon after 
day-light, the found of feveral inftru- 
ments, and the confuled voices of men 
at a diltance, announced the Emperor’s 
approach. He foon appeared from be­
hind a high and perpendicular mountain 
fkirted with trees, as if from a facred 
grove, preceded by a number of perfons, 
bilked in proclaiming aloud ,6/s ’virtues 
and bis power. He was feated in a fort 
of open chair, or triumphal car, borne 
by fixteen men, and was accompanied 
and followed by guards, high flag and 
umbrella-bearers, and mulic. He was 
clad in plain dark filk, with a ’velvet 
bonnet, in form not much unlike the 
bonnet of Scotch Highlanders ; on the 
front of which was placed a large peat I, 
the only jewel or ornament that appeared.

On his entrance into the tent, he im­
mediately mounted the throne by the 
front fteps. His prime mmijler, and the 
two principal perlons of his houfliold, 
went clofe to him, and [poke to bim on 
their knees. The Prefident of .the Tri- 

, bunal of Rites conduced the Ambalfa- 
dor, attended by his page and Chinefe 
interpreter, and accompanied the Pleni­
potentiary near to the foot of the throne, 
on the left hand Jiiie, according to the 
ufage of China, the place, of honour. 
The other Gentlemen of the Embafly 
ftcod at the great opening of the tent.

His Excellency was richly habited in 
3.n embroidered fuit of velvet, adorned 
with a diamond badge and liar of the 
Order of the Bath ; and over the fuit a 
long mmtle of the fame order. This 
drel's was in conformity to the Chinefe 
ideas and manner—upon the lame prin­
ciples. The Minilter Plenipotentiary, 
as an Honorary Dodlor of Laws of the 
Univerlity of Oxford, wore the fcarlet 
gown of that degree. This was alto 
iiii table in a government where degrees 
in learning lead to every kind of political 
iituation. The Ambafl’ador, inlfrmfted 
by the Prefident of the Tribunal of Rites, 
held the magnificent fquare box of gold, 
adorned with jewels, in which was in- 

clofed his Majefty’s letter -to the Em­
peror, between both hands, lifted above 
his head ; and thus, attending the few 
fteps that led to the throne, and bending 
on one knee, preiented the box, with a 
fhort addrefs, to his Imperial Majefty; 
who, gracioufly receiving the fame with 
his own hands, placed it by his fide, and 
exprell'ed the latisfaffion he felt at this 
teftimony of his Britannic Majefty’s 
efteem and good-will. This mode of 
reception was confidered, by the Chinefe 
Court, as particularly honourable and 
dilfinguifhed.

His Imperial Majefty, after a little 
more converfation, gave, as a firft pre­
lent to his Majefty of England, a gem, 
or precious ftone, upwards of a foot 
long, intended to referable a feeptre, and 
confidered as emblematic of prolperity 
and peace.

During the ceremonies, the Emperor 
appeared perfectly unreferved, cheerful, 
and unaffected. His eyes were full and 
clear, and his countenance open. Being 
informed that the Ambalfador’s page 
(Mailer Staunton), who was then in his 
thirteenth year, had alone made fome 
proficiency in the Chinefe language, he 
defired to have the youth brought up to 
the throne, and to fpeak Chinefe. What 
he laid, or his manner, was fo plealing 
to his Imperial Majefty, that he took 
from his girdle a purfe for holding areca 
nut, and preiented it to him : This was 
deemed a high mark of perfonal favour. 
It was of plain yellow filk, with the 
figure of the five-clawed dragon, and 
fome Tartar characters worked into it.

On the ceremonies ufed upon this occa- 
fion, Sir. G. Staunton makes fome judici­
ous remarks. He oblerves, that there is a 
pbyjical as well as a moral inequality in 
ibis homage paid to Eaftern princes. 
They will be confcious of being liable to 
private treachery ; and fufpicion has lug- 
gelled precautions againft dangerous de- 
ligns, 1 he profiraiions, the kneelings, 
the hands uplifted above the head, render 
attacks lefs practicable.

During the day, the Emperor fent his 
European guefts, at. the repaft in the 
tent, leveral diflies from his own table ; 
and preiented them with his own hands, 
a goblet of warm Chinefe wine, not un­
like Madeira of an inferior quality. .Be­
ing informed of the age of our king, .<$ 
wilhed he might equal himfelf in years, 
which had already amounted to eighty- 
three, and with as perfect health. 'I he 
Emperor was indeed yet fo hale and vi­
gorous, that he fcarcely appeared to

F z have
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have exified as many years (fifty-Jeven) 
as be had governed the Empire. When 
the feftival was over, he defcended from 
his throne, and marched firm and ereft, 
and without the leafti^mptom of infir­
mity, to the open chair that was waiting 
for him.

The feventeenth of September was, as 
has already been obferved, the Emperor’s 
Anniverfary. To this ceremony, as to 
the former, the Ambaflador and his fuite 
were called before the rifing of the Sun. 
They were introduced into an inner 
building, bearing the femblance of a 
temple. It was furnifhed with great in- 
ftruments of mufic, among which were 
lets of cylindrical bells, iufpended in a 
line from ornamented frames of wood, 
and gradually diminifning in fize from 
one extremity to the other; and alfo tri­
angular pieces of metal arranged in the 
lime order as the bells. To the found 
of thefe inftruments a flow and folemn 
hymn was fung by the eunuchs, who had 
fuch a command over their voices, as to 
referable the effeft of the mufical glafies 
at a diflance. The performers were di- 
pefted, in gliding from one tone to an­
other, by the ftriking of a flrrill and fo- 
nprous cymbol; and the whole had a 
very mufical and grand effect. At a 
particular fignal, nine times repeated, all 
the perfons prefent proftrated themfelves 
nine times, except the Ambaflador and 
his fuite, who made a profound obei- 
fance. But the Emperor, whom it was 
meant to honour, continued, in imitation 
of the Deity, invifible the whole time.

For a few days afterwards, a variety 
of entertainments were exhibited in the 
prefence of the Emperor. Some of the 
contrivances in the fire-works werenew to 
the Englift fpectators. Out of a large box, 
lifted up to a confiderable height, and the 
bottomfalling out as if it were by accident, 
came down a multitude of payer lanthems, 
folded flat, as they iflued from the box, 
but unfolding themfelves by degrees. As 
each lanthern aflumed a regular form, a 
light was fuddenly perceived of a beau­
tifully coloured flame. This devolution 
and developement was feveral times re­
peated, with a difference of figure every 
time, as well as of the colours, with 
which the Chinefe feemed to have the art 
of cloathing fire at pleafure. On each 
fide of the large box was a correfpond- 
ence of fmaller boxes, which opened in 
like manner, and let down a kind of net 
work of fire, which fnone like burniflied 
copper, and Rallied like lightning, with 
every impulfe of the wind. The whole 

ended with a volcano, or eruption of ar­
tificial fire, in the grandeft ftyle.

At none of thefe amusements did any 
females appear. Only at the exhibition 
of a pantomime, to which the Embaffy 
were invited, there were latticed galle­
ries for the ladies, who, without being 
feen, could difeern all that was palling 
on three open theatres, or ftages, one 
above another. They had not probably 
any view into the boxes ; for the Empe­
ror, in order to indulge their defire of 
feeing fome perfon of the Embaffy, di­
rected one of the eunuchs to ccnduCt the 
youth already mentioned (Sir G. Staun­
ton’s Son) out of the Ambaflador’s box 
■upon a platform within the ladies’ view.

Inltead of human figures upon the 
ftage, the aftors aflumed the forms of 
other animate and inanimate productions 
of the land and fea. They filled the 
three feveral ftages, forming a kind of 
epitome of the world.

Among other talents," the Emperor 
of China has thofe of a poet. He pre- 
fented a few ftanzas to the Ambaflador 
for his Majefty, together with fome cu­
rious gems, which he particularly valued 
for having been eight centuries in his 
family, and which he gave as an earned: 
of perpetual friendlhip.

Chapter the Second treats of the return 
to Pekin, and of obfervations and occur­
rences there. A curious infiance is men­
tioned of the ingenuity and dexterity of 
the Chinefe workmen. Two cf them 
took down the two magnificent glafs 
Infixes, lent as prefents to the Emperor, 
in order to place them in a more advan­
tageous pofition. They feparated them 
piece by piece, and put them again to­
gether in a fliert time without difficulty 
or miftake, the whole confiding of many 
thcufand minute pieces, though they had 
never feen any thing of the kind before. 
Another Chinefe cut a narrow flip from 
the edge of a curved plate of glafs, in 
order to fupply the place of one belong­
ing to the dome of the Plenitarium, 
which had been broken in the carriage. 
The Exighfib mechanics belonging to the 
Embaffy had in vain attempted'w cut the 
glafs according to this curved line, with 
the aflrftance of a diamond. The Chinefe 
did not fliew his method ; but it was 
laid that he fucceeded by firft drawing 
the point of a heated iron acrofs the fur­
face to be divided. The ikill of this 
artift was the more admirable, as there 
is no man .ifafture of glafs in the Empire, 
except at Canton, where, inftead of ufing 
flint and barilla, and converting them by 

the 
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the proper procefs into glafs, the manu­
facturer only melts the broken pieces of 
that material, and forms it into new 
Shapes.

Notwithftanding our Author’s former 
affection, that the Chinefe are not fond of 
reading, he again tells us that the multi­
plication of the clajfic works of the Cbi- 
nefe by printing is prodigious, and alfo 
that the lighter literature of the country 
gives no inconfiderable occupation to the 
prefs. The Orphan of China, which has 
appeared in an Englilh drefs, is no un­
favourable fpecimen of Chinefe tragedy ; 
and the Pleafing Hiftory, of which an 
Englilh tranflation was publiihed feveral 
years ago, is an inftance of Chinefe novel­
writing that is interefting and fimple.

Gazettes are frequently publiihed in 
Pekin, under the authority of Govern­
ment. The various appointments through­
out the Empire, the favours granted by 
the Emperor, his remiflion of taxes to 
dijlribls fuffering by dearth, his recom- 
penfe -of extraordinary fervices, the em- 
baffies lent, and the tribute paid to him, 
form a confiderable part of the public 
news. The domeflic details of his houfe- 
hold, or of his private life, are feldom, 
if ever, mentioned. Singular events, 
inftances of longevity, fometimes the 
punifhment of offences, committed by 
Mandarines, are there recorded.

But though the daily prints are not, as 
in England, the vehicles of political 
knowledge, and fometimes of fedition, 
yet more fecret means of mifchief are laid 
to exift in China. A field, it is reported, 
has for ages fubfifted in the country, 
whole chief principles are founded upon 
an antipathy to monarchy ; and who 
nourilh hopes of at laft fubverting it. 
Their meetings are held in the utmoft 
fecrecy,. and no man avows any know­
ledge of-them; but a fort of inquifition 
is laid to be eftablifhed, in order to find 
them out. They, who are fufpected of 
fuch fentiments, are cut off, or hunted 
out of fociety.

The qualification to be officers of the 
houfebold, and other attendants in the 
Imperial palaces, confifts in that opera­
tion, which, in a few parts of Europe, 
is performed for meliorating the voice, 
and difqualifi.es for being a parent. But 
io be intrufted wit'tf the care of the ladies 

of the court, or to be allowed an approach 
to their apartments, it is neceffary to be 
what, without reference to colour, the 
Turks are faid to have termed a black 
eunuch; which means, that all traces of 
fex fhould completely be eraled. The 
operations for this purpofe, however de­
licate in themfelves, are performed even 
upon Chinefe of an adult age, with little 
peril in refpeCt to life.

The Narrative of JEneas Anderfon, 
though written by a perfon in a fuhaltern 
capacity, and who could not therefore, as 
he modeftly acknowledges, be fuppofed 
to be in the fecret, as to the progrels of 
the negotiation between the Embaffy and 
the Court of China, contains however 
many Ihrewd gueffes on the hoftile dif- 
pofition of the Prime Minifter towards 
the Englifh. In the fubfeque.ntpublica­
tion of Sir G. Staunton, the bufinefs is 
more plainly and diftinftly (fated, as 
might be expected, by a Member of the 
Cabinet. The Colao, for that is the 
name given to the firft officer of Hate, 
feemed determined from the firft that the 
European vifitors Ihould not winter in 
China; and, without lofing fight for a 
moment of that cool pblilenefs, which 
however flouriflying a talent it may be 
deemed in Courts, feems to be pre-emi­
nently vigorous at Pekin, informed his 
Lordfhip, indirectly indeed, but in a 
manner it was impoffible to evade, that 
his departure muff no longer be delayed,.

Lord Macartney fubmitted, with, as 
good a grace as he could, to fo peremp­
tory, though civil a difmiffal, which, 
after all, perhaps, was rather to be at­
tributed to general principles of policy, 
than to any particular ground of diflike ; 
though the Colao's refufal of the Am- 
baffador’s prefents might afford reafon 
for fuch a lulpicion. It was forae con- 
folation for this difappointment, that the 
intercourfe with the Emperor, of which 
the fuppofed termination was the chief 
ground of the Ambaffador’s regret, was 
in faff maintained afterwards more inti­
mately, and through a more favourable 
channel than while the Embaffy remained 
at Pekin. This was owing to the efi- 
pecial kindnefs and favour of the Man­
darin who had the care of re-conducing 
the Embaffy to Chufan.

[ fo be continued. ]

THE
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The Hiftory of Vanillo Gonzales, furnameci The Merry Batchelor. In Two Vo­
lumes. From the French of Alain-Rene Le Sage, Author of the celebrated 
Novels of Gil Blas and T'be Devil upon Crutches, izmo. Robinfons.

rT^HERE are few Authors, particu- 
larly of the elm's of novel writers, 

whole works have been more juftly or 
more univerfally admired than thofe of 
Le Sage.. The vivacity of his cha­
racters, the interefting nature cf his in­
cidents, the epigrammatic turn of his 
dialogues, the humour of his feenes, and 
the fly eliptical vein of lai ire by which 
he inculcates his moral, and endeavours 
to reform the follies of various orders in 
Society, have fcarcely ever been equalled, 
and certainly have never been lurpafl’ed. 
The Gil .8.as, in particular, has railed a 
monument of deathlefs fame to his me­
mory, and the merits of it, which are in 
every reader’s knowledge, will molt likely 
be handed down from age to age, to the 
remoteft periods of recording- time. The 
work at prefent before us is laid to be 
the genuine offspring of this ingenious 
and entertaining writer; the Jail effort 
of 'his expiring genius : and of the truth 
cd thele pblervations the work itlelf 
bears intrinfic evidence. It polleU'es all 
the c ha raff er ill ic qualities of Le Sage’s 
mind ; and, as it was the laft he wrote, 
items to have been intended as the plat­
form of a chef d'oeuvre, which, when 
finifhed, might fairly contend for fupe- 
jiority with the Hero of Saniiliane. 
This is the firft time that this too long 
Jieglefled novel has wholly appeared in 
an Englifh drefs, and it is truly oblerved 
by the Tranflator in the Preface, that 

it does not conlift, like molt of the 
novels of the prefent day, of a ft-ries of 
idle and unmeaning nations, which ferve 
only to miflead the judgment, and corrupt 
the heart ; but contains exatt portraits 
of a variety of real characters, moral, 
political,- and literary; a levies of lively 
and plealant adventures ; and many keen 
but juft cenfures upon the vices and 
follies of mankind. ” We might indeed, 
from the plealure we have received in the 
pejul'ai of it, have added many more 
Commendatory inftances of its merit; but 
we fhail kt the work fpeak for itlelf, by 
inferring- the following extraCi, calcu­
lated to expofe thole abules of medicine, 
and that careleflr.els and mifconduCl of 
its empirical profeflors, which, as it ap­
pears in every part of the works of Mo­
liere, was ibdangeroufly prevalent at this 

period in France. Vanillo, thefpright’y 
hero of the prelent piece, being difmilied 
from the lervice of the Viceroy of Sicily, 
is taken under the patronage of Dr. Po- 
to'chi, a celebrated noftrum monger, who, 
among other curious diicoveries in phar­
macy, invents a pomacca for all the ills 
attendant on old age and uglinefs, by 
means of which he rejuvenates, among 
others, the Baronefs.de Conca, the female 
favourite of the Viceroy, and thereby 
enables her to maintain the empire which 
her factitious charms had gained over his 
heart. To this wonder-working Chemift 
and Pharmacopolift, Vanillo aCts as a 
confidential alliftant, and is by degrees 
inltruCted in all the fecrets of his art. 
<c I had already,” fays Vanillo, “ been 
intruded to compound a variety of medi­
cines, when two pre'eriptions were lent 
to the (hop by*  Dr, Arilcador, a Na- 
varrois Phylician, who at that time palled 
for a fecond Hippocrates in Palermo. 
There was not a Baron, a Count, or a. 
Marquis, that would die contentedly by 
any other hand. Thele prefcriptions 
were calculated to produpe very opposite 
effects ; for the one of them was intended 
for a Councilor, who had acquired a 
defiuxion of the lungs by elaborate plead­
ing ; and the other for a Divine, who 
had contracted a violent pleurify by run­
ning too precipitately alter church pre­
ferment. Having carefully mixed the 
drugs and other articles, of which them 
relpeclive medicines were ordered to be 
compoled, I carried them to the houl’es 
of the two patients ; but by a molt me­
lancholy miftake, like a ftupid fellow as 
I was, I accidentally delivered the potion 
which was intended for THE Advocate 
to the Divine ; and that which was 
intended lor the Divine to the Ad­
vocate; and, ftill more unfortunately, 
I did not recollect that I had made this 
egregious blunder until the patients had 
drained their relpeclive phials to the laft 
drop.

“ Dexterous as I maybe at concealing 
truth under a varniihof falfehood, I could 
not excufe this grofs and dangerous aft 
of careleflnefs even to mylelf; and being 
certain that both thefe unfortunate men 
rnuft loon unavoidably be, if they were 
not already, numbered among the dead,

Baronefs.de
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I returned home in the moft painful agi­
tation, bitterly lamenting the misfortune 
of their preicriptions having fallen into 
fBy hands. An old and hackneyed prac­
titioner would have continued calmly in 
the ihop, without being the lead em- 
barralTed by the miltake he had made; 
but I had not yet had fufficient expe­
rience in Pharmacy to indurate my heart.

“ I was lo perturbed by this dreadful 
event, that Potofchi, obferving my cha­
grin, alked me with great concern wbat 
was the matter ; and, urged by the com­
punilion I felt, I candidly confefl'ed the 
crime into which my negligence had be­
trayed me. Inftead however of expref- 
img fcrrow or commiferation for this 
fata! dilatfer, he inftantly burft into a 
fit of laughter, and told me that it was 
eaty to be. leen by the excels of my af- 
fhciion, that I was yet a mere novice in 
the profeffion. ‘ It is ridiculous, my 
dear child,’ continued he, ‘ to feel fo fen- 
ftbly the common accidents of trade. 
You muft learn not to take inch mis­
fortunes as thefe fo much to heart. Are 
mankind, and efpecially the members of 
our profeffion, infallible ? Is it not a 
common faying, that fiich a one has 

■ blundered like an Apothecary ? a faying 
which prefuppoles that we frequently 
make miftakes. Believe me truly,’ ad­
ded he, ‘ I have made many worle mif­
takes in the courfe of my life; but I 
never thought it worth while to go to 
Rome to-confefs them.’

‘ But tell me Signior Potofchi,’ laid 
I, 4 you who know all the properties of 
the drugs, tell me whether you think 
the two Gentlemen I have caufed to take 
them be, in your opinion, alive or 
dead ?’

‘ I know nothing about that,’ replied 
Potofchi, ‘ I am not fo well acquainted 
with the properties of drugs as to be 
certain of the effects they may produce. 
But, at all events, do not permit your 
fears to betray your guilt ; we can boldly 
ailert that we preciiely followed the di­
rection of the Phyficiah in making up 
the preicriptions, and then, by concealing 
the change that has been made, if thefe 
patients ihould die, which I confefs is 
extremely probable, Dr. Arifcador will 
bear the whole blame ; which indeed is 
but common juftice ; for if they fhould 
nnraculouily live, he will of courle have 
all the honour-’.

“ We refolved accordingly to place 
thefe two vidims to the account of the 
Phyfician, whole reputation, luckily for 
us, very much favoured ourdellgn.

“ The enfuing day Dr. Arifcador came 
into the fhop, with vifible emotion, to 
announce, as we. conceived, the fudden 
death of his unfortunate patients ; but 
on the contrary he brought us the moft 
agreeable news !

‘ My friends,’ cried he, ‘ I cannot 
contain my joy, or rather my tranfport; 
the two laft prefcriptions I lent you 
ought to be confecrated in the temple of 
AElculapius, as two grand fpecifics for 
the pleunfy and x defluxion from the lungs. 
Can you credit what I tell you ? Both 
the Lawyer and rhe Divine bad no fooner 
taken their medicines than they were al- 
moft inftantly relieved. They Hept pro­
foundly the whole night, and found 
themfelves, when they awoke this morn­
ing, perfectly recovered. Oh unheard 
of prodigy ! The fame of thefe mar­
vellous cures already fpreads like wild­
fire throughout the city. What honours 
fhall I not gain in having fo rapidly fub- 
dued two inch mortal dileales ? My 
dear friends,’continued he, ‘you ought 
allo to rejoice in this new victory ; for 
you have contributed towards it by the 
fidelity with which you prepared the 
medicines, and a portion of that glory 
which muft fhine with fo much luftre 
upon me will be reflected in fome degree 
upon yourlelves 1’

“ The Doctor was fo overjoyed at the 
idea of his extraordinary fucceis, that 
he could not dilccntinue his felf-congra- 
tulations upon the occafion ; while we, 
who were in the fecre.t, with difficulty 
retrained from laughing in his face 5 but 
the profound veneration which Apothe­
caries owe to the more exalted characters 
of Phyficians, laved us at the moment 
from the guilt of fuch irreverence.”

This ftroke of fatirical humour is, 
however, by no means fo highly finiffied 
as many others in the work : we fclefted 
it as belt fuiting, from its fhortnefs, the 
limits of our Review ; and we lament 
that our reftraint in this refpeft prevents 
us from gratifying our readers with fur­
ther Ipecimens of the pleafantry and hu­
mour, with which thefe finail Volumes 
abound..

Companion
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Companion to the Planifpherical Planetarium : to which is prefixed an Elementary 
Introduction to the Sciences of Agronomy and Geography: in a concife and 
comprehenfive Treatile on the Solar Sy Item. Forming a Preparatory Affiftant to 
the Study of the Globes, adapted to the Abilities, and defigned for the Inftruflion 
of Youth. Eimfley, Clarke, &c. 1797- 101 pages 8vo.

THIS Book is intended (as the Title 
expreffes) to illuftrate a large En­

graving, which the Inventor calls a 
Planifpherical Planetarium, or Repre­
fentation, in piano., of that interelfing 
part of the Solar Syftem which includes 
the Orbit of our Earth. The defign is 
certainly a ufeful one, to fliew the man­
ner in which the moon revolves round 
the earth as its particular center, and 
both together round the fun as their 
joint center, producing the variation of 
feafon ; alfo the mode of the earth’s ro­
tation on its axis, by which is caufed the 
fucceffion of day and night.

The Author (who, by the fignature 
affixed to a Dedication to Mr. Adam 
Walker, the Lefturer in Philofophy, we 
find to be a Mr. F. B. Watfon) feems to 
have been impreffed with an idea, cer­
tainly rational enough, that practical 
leffons from vifible objects take falter 
hold on the young mind, and are more 
effectual in demonitrating faffs, than 
written or oral reprefentation; and to 
have been thence led to give a delineated 
view of the relative pofitions of our 
planet, a., being more intelligible to the 
tyro than the ufual mode of beginning 
.to inftruCt by the globe. To facilitate 

the talk to thofe who come quite unpre­
pared to the Itudy of Aftronomy and 
Geography, is the object of the Ele­
mentary Introduction, which occupies 
72 pages of the Book, and is written in 
a ftyle as fimple, perhaps, as the nature 
of the fubjeff would admit. It affords 
much uieful information refpefting both 
the before-mentioned fciences, and ex­
plains with regard to the Engraved 
Planetarium, that as a fubflitute for real 
motion in defcribing the revolution of 
the earth, twelve of its pofitions are re- 
prefented, being thofe on the particular 
days of its entrance into the refpeffive 
figns of the zodiac.

From our recolleffion of Mr. Walker’s 
Eidouranion, and the obligations which 
in his Dedicatory Epiftle the Author 
profeffes to owe to that Gentleman, the 
prefent work appears to us to have been 
defigned to ferve at once as a preparation 
for the Itudy of the globes, and as a 
graphical reprefentation and explanation 
of that ingenious tranfparent piece of 
mechanifm invented by Mr. Walker.

We think both the Treatife and the 
Engraving likely to be ufeful affiftants 
to the inceptive efforts of a young 
ftudent. J.

Obfervations in Defence of a Bill lately brought 
into Parliament for erecting the Corporation of 
Surgeons of London into a College, and for 
granting and confirming to fuch College certain 
Rights and Privileges: including a Sketch of 
the Hiftory of Surgery in England. Sy Shos. 
Chevalier, A, M. a Member of the Corpo­
ration, Svo. Johnfon. as. 6d.
A candid and fatisfaftory defence of thofe 

Members 01 the Corporation of Surgeons 
who promoted the late unfuccefsful appli­
cation to Parliament; an application which 
appears to have been defenfible on the 
grounds of utility, expediency, and propriety, 
and which ill deferved the illiberal oppofition 
it met with. The powers which were fo- 
licited for were only fuch as had already been 
granted to lefs refpeftable focieties, and fuch 
as appear little liable to abufe. On a future 
application, when the realbns are more fully 

underftood than they appear to have been, 
we cannot doubt that the Bill will pafs into a 
Law. Mr. Chevalier difeufles the objects he 
has in view with temper and intelligence, 
and refeues the leaders in the late application 
from the obloquy unmeritedly cart on them 
in a place where more decency might have 
been expeffed. The hiftory of Surgery in 
this pamphlet may be perufed with pleafure 
by readers who are not of the faculty.

Moral Biography, or the Worthies of England 
displayed: containing the Lives of Persons 
eminently diftinguljhed for their Virtues and 
'Talents, Defigned for the Ufe of private 
Families ar.d public Schools. I2mo. Sach­
as. 6d.

The defign of this Work is deferving of 
more uraife than the execution of it. Some 
of the lives, as Beckford, Kippis, Sancho, &c.

ane- 
3
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are hardly intitled to the wink in which 
they are placed 5 efpecially when it is recol­
lected, fuch men as Boyle, Clarke, Tillotfon, 
and other great names, are totally omitted. 
Where Gainfborough, who had great merit, 
obtains a place, it flrould not be to the ex- 
clufion of Sir Jofliua Reynolds, who had a 
better title. Nor where General Wolfe ap­
pears, fhould the Duke of Marlborough be 
looked for in vain. The Work, however, 
may be ufeful to younger readers, though the 
feltdtion might certainly be much improved.

Addrefs to the Nation, fhewing the Necejfity 
of forming an armed Afjoeiation, in Confluence 
of the Confpiracy of the Republicans in Ireland 
to Jul vert the Confitution. Svo. Sewell. 2S.

This Author undertakes to give a fhort 
account of the confiitution and fpirit of the 
Irifh Confpiracy, from the Reports of the 
two Houfe.s of Parliament of that kingdom. 
Hethen ihews, we think to a demonftration, 
that the fame plot is going on in Great Bri­
tain : the leaders in both kingdoms purfuing' 
the fame ends, and acting with the moil 
entire co-operation; fo that they may be 
confidered as engaged in the fame conspiracy 
in different parts of the empire, How this 
affedts the interefls offociety in general, and 
feme different eJaffes and feftions of it in 
particular, is then pointed out; and the 
meafures thefe great intereils call upon us 
to embrace are ultimately confidered. This 
pamphlet is well written, and contains much 
important information.

Remarks on the -frofthumous Works of the late Right 
Honourable Edmund Burke, and on the Preface 
puhlifbed by his Executors the Dottors French 
Laurence and Walker King. Svo. Debrett.

The Writer of this pamphlet (who is pro­
bably Major Scott) queftions the propriety 
of the eulogium pronounced on Mr. Burke 
by his Executors, and alfo the propriety of 
his receiving from Government fo large a 
remuneration as he obtained juft before his 
death, as being above any fervices he had 
performed. He appears alfo to doubt fome 
of the fails adduced by thofe Gentlemen, 

particularly that very extraordinary one of 
Mi". Burke’s inheriting a fortune of 20,000!. 
which fo ill agrees with his writing for book­
fellers, apparently for fubfiftence. Mr. Burke 
is now no more. He was, like other men, 
not without failings, of which this Author 
has pointed out many. He was, however, 
one whofe like we fhall not fee foon : we 
therefore wifh his faults to be forgotten.

The Invincible If and, a Poem, with introduflory 
Observations on the present War. By Percival 
Stockdale. 8vo. Clarke. 2s. 1797.

A vigorous and fpirited call to Great Bri­
tain to unite in a general defence of our lives, 
liberties, religion, and property, threatened 
by a ferocious and unprincipled enemy, whofe 
infulting menaces, we trull, will be fruflrated, 
and their efforts rendered abortive by the 
valour and unanimity of the Nation at large. 
If true to ourfelyes, we need have no appre- 
henfions from the vain boaftings of our foe, 
however they may vapour and threaten.

A Difcourfe preached at the Parijh Church of 
Manaccan, on Sunday, Aug. •J.n, 1797, in 
Confluence of two melancholy Events, By 
the Rev. Richard Polwhele. 8vo. 1797- 
Cadell and Davies.

The two melancholy events alluded to in 
the title page of this Difcourfe were a violent 
llorm of thunder and lightning, which hap­
pened the 18th of Auguft, and did much 
damage, and the murder of a perfon of a 
refpedlable family, in the execution of his 
office of furveyor of the highways, by a 
neighbouring farmer, Mr. Polwhele, ad­
verting to the uniform practice of our Sa­
viour, in impreffing on his hearers falutary 
admonitions from recent occurrences, takes 
occafion, from Luke xiii. v. 4 and 5, to 
warn his hearers againfl prefuming to judge 
hardily of thofe who are.prelEed by the hand 
of 'misfortune, and at the fame time ad- 
monifiies them to avoid the rniferies attendant 
on the indulgence of paffion. The defign 
and the execution of this Difcourfe are 
equally commendable. It were to be wi fined 
that the practice was more often followed.

Vot. XXXIII. Jan, 1798. THEATRICAL-
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THE CASTLE SPECTRE, a Dra­
matic Romance, by M. G. Lewis, 

Efq. was afted the firft time at Drury 
Lane. The Charafters as follow :
Ofmond, 
Reginald, 
Percy, 
Father Philip, 
Motley, 
Kenric, 
Haflan, 
Saib, 
Muley, 
Alaric, 
Allan, 
Edric,
Angela, 
Alice, 
Evelina,

Mr. Barrymore.
Mr. Wroughton.
Mr. Kemble.
Mr. Palmer.
Mr. Bannifter, jun, 
Mr. Aickin.
Mr. Dowton.
Mr. Trueman.
Mr. Davis.
Mr. Wentworth.
Mr. Packer.
Mr. Wathen.
Mrs. Jordan.
Mrs. Walcct.
Mrs. Powell.

FABLE.
Ofmond, in attempting to aflafiinate 

his elder brother Reginald, has murdered 
his fifter-in-law Evelina, with whom he 
was in love. Reginald, and his infant 
daughter Angela, are believed. to have 
perished alfo j but Ofmond’s fteward, 
Kenric, has prevailed on his mafter to 
fpare the child’s life, and to fuffer her to 
be brought up in a peafant’s cottage. 
Kenric has alfo preferved Reginald, in 
order to have an hold over Ofmond, but 
keeps him confined in a dungeon, whole 
entrance is known only to himfelf. Percy, 
Earl of Northumberland, falls in love 
with Angela ; this alarms Ofmond, who 
removes her to his own caftle, and is 
captivated with her beauty as much as 
he had been with that of her mother. 
At this period the Play begins. Percy 
arrives at Conway in purfuit of his mif- 
trefs. Father Philip, Ofmond’s houfe- 
prieft, is in the intereft of the lovers, 
and after various preliminary incidents 
effefts Angela’s efcape; but in her 
flight through a fubterraneous paflage, 
accident condufts her to her father’s 
prifon ; here alfo Ofmond, who has dif- 
covered his brother’s concealment, ar­
rives for the purpofe of murdering Regi­
nald ; but at the moment that he raifes 
his arm to ftab him, the Ghoft of Evelina 
throws herfelf before Reginald ; Ofmond 
Harts back, and dropping his fword, 
Angela feizes the opportunity to plunge 
the dagger in his bofom.

This Drama cannot be judged by 
common rules. It pofleffes ftrong in­
tereft, but of a very improbable kind. 
The imagination rather than the judg­
ment is influenced. In charafter or fen- 
timent there is no novelty, but incident 
and fituation are produced with great 
effeft. The introduftion of the aerial 
Being feems unneceffary ; but it cannot 
be denied but the filence and geftures of 
the Ghoft operate very forcibly on the 
audience. The tortures of guilt are well 
difplayed, and nothing in the Drama is 
to be found unfavourable to morality.

19. Britain’s Brave Tars, or 
All for St. Paul’s, a mufical Farce, 
by Mr. O’Keefe, was afted the firft 
time at Covent Garden. This flight 
performance, referring to their Majefties’ 
attendance at St. Paul’s, was afted only 
twice. It is too unimportant to deferve 
further notice.

26. Harlequin and Quixote, 
or The Magic Arm, a Pantomime, 
by Mr. Crofs, was afted the firft time 
at Covent Garden, and received with ap- 
plaufe. When we have faid that the 
feenery is beautiful and pifturefque, and 
the drefl'es fplendid and charafteriftic, it 
is hardly neceffary to add more than the 
whole is well calculated for the fpec- 
tators which the feafon of the year ufually 
brings to the Theatre. The fubjeft is 
principally taken from Don Quixote.

1798.
January4. Mrs. Johnson, who 

had diftinguiflied herfelf by her perform­
ances at a private Theatre, appeared the 
firft time at Covent Garden in Zaphira, 
in Barbarofl’a, and was received with ap- 
plaufe.

11. Secrets worth knowing, 
a Comedy, by Mr. Morton, was afted 
the firft time at Covent Garden. The 
Charafters as follow :
Greville, Mr. Pope.
Egerton, Mr. Holman.
Undermine, Mr. Munden.
Undermine’s nephew, Mr. Lewis.
Steward, 
Nicol, 
Horfe Doftor, 
Sally Downright. 
Mils Sydney, 
Mils Egerton, 

6

Mr. Fawcet.
Mr. Quick.
Mr. Knight.
Mrs. Mattocks.
Mrs. Mountain.
Mrs, Spencer.

FABLE.
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FABLE.
Greville, the hero of the Play, by his 

marriage with Mils Egerton, is fuppofed 
to have forfeited all right to eftates of 
ipjoool. a-year, left him by his lately 
deceyled father, who, by a will, ftriflly 
enjoins that the fon fliould not marry be­
fore a certain period, and in cafe of fai­
lure, that the property fliould devolve to 
Undermine, one of the executors. Un­
dermine, who has a mind jll calculated to 
bear a fudden influx of wealth, exhibits 
the peculiarities of a fordid wretch ad­
vancing. from abjeft fervility to intole­
rable infolence. Immediately prefuming 
on his power and authority, he is about 
to ejedt the young pair fr.jm the eftates, 
and orders them and their relations to 
leave the family manfion. Undermine’s 
nephew, a youthful and honeft auctioneer, 
confpires againft the inhumanity of his 
uncle, and by his means, and the zeal 
and dexterity of Greville’s fteward, a 
difcovery is made, that the obnoxious 
will has been rendered null and void by 
a fubfequent one, in which Greville’s 
right is confirmed, the infamy of Under­
mine expofad and detected, and the fuc- 
celsfui parties become as happy as the 
fudden tranfition from defpair and farrow 
to joy and triumph can make them.

.The characters are alfo interefted in a 
kind of underplot, in which the principal 
perfons, Egerton (the brother of Gre­
ville’s wife) and Mil's Sydney, terminate 
their difappointments in matrimony; 
the former having, by the generofity of 
Undermine’s nephew, obtained papers 
from Old Undermine, which entitle him 
to confiderable wealth.

In this Comedy Mr. Morton has at 
lead equalled his former productions. 
It is interefting and impreffive; in fame 
parts ludicrous and bordering on the im­
probable, but on the whole affording an 
entertainment, which has already been 
completely fanCtioned by the public ap­
probation. The performers did great 
juftice to their refpeCtive parts.

16. Blue Beard, or Female Cu­
riosity, a Dramatic Romance, by Mr. 
Colman, jun. was aCted the firft time at 
Drury Lane. The Characters as follow;
Abomelique, Mr. Palmer.
Ibrahim, Mr. Suett.
Selim, . Mr. Kelly.
Shacabac, Mr. Bannifter, jun.
Jiaffau, Mt’- Hollingfworth*
Muftapha, Mr. Webb.
Aladin, Mr. Davis.
Fatima, Mrs. Crouch.
Irene, Mils De Camp.
Btda, Mrs, Bland,

FABLE.
Ibrahim, a Turkilh Peafant, is the 

father of Fatima and Irene. Abome­
lique, a Bafliaw, who is alfo a Magician, 
after having- been'married twelve times, 
and killed all his wives for having dared 
to open a clofet in his blue chamber, falls 
in love with Fatima. Fatima is attached 
to Selim, a Soldier, who is alfo devoted 
to her. Ibrahim the father, however, 
tempted'by the profpeCt of Blue Beard’s 
wealth, determines the fliall marry the 
Bafliaw. Fatima, accompanied by her 
fitter, is conveyed to the Bafhaw’s Caftle, 
and Ibrahim is veiled with a high poft 
in the houfe of his intended fon-in-law. 
Selim vows vengeance upon the Bafliaw, 
and flies to his comrades for afliftance. 
Before the ceremony of marriage can be 
performed, Blue Beard is called away 
upon fame commercial affair of high im­
portance ; he gives the keys of the Caftle 
to Fatima, defiring her to amufe herfelf 
in viewing the magnificence of the place 
till his return, trailing her, at the fame 
time, with the key to the clofet, but 
prohibiting her, on pain of death, from 
opening it. Irene, her filler, however, 
feeling a ftrong curiofity to difeover the 
contents of this clofet, tempts her to open 
it. A tomb is immediately difeovered, 
on the fide of which Hands a fkeleton ; 
the fhades of Blue Beard’s former wives 
pafs in fucceflion over the tomb, and 
vultures hover over it, eager for their 
prey. Fatima and Irjne are (truck with 
horror, but are comforted by Shacabac, 
a Have of Blue Beard, but one who looks 
with horror on his cruelty. Though the 
infeription on the tomb denotes that fhe 
who endangers the life of Blue Beard 
fliall be encloled in the fepulchre, yet if 
the intended victim can remove the 
talifman from the foot of the fkeleton, 
her life is fare. Shacabac is too much 
terrified to let her know this fecret. He 
advifes her to fupprefs her feelings, and 
poflibly Blue Beard may not fufpeft that 
file has opened the door. But, unhap­
pily, the magical key was broken, and 
Blue Beard mult, of courfe, deteft her. 
Blue Beard returning to the Caftle, and 
demanding the key, foon difeovers what 
has happened, and orders Fatrma into 
the blue- chamber, to prepare for imme­
diate death. She begs a fhort time for 
devotion, which he grants her. She 
appears in a balcony, and her filter at 
the top of one of the"turrets, while Blue 
Beard is heard without, bidding Fatima 
prepare for death. She enquires of her 
filter, in great agony, whether fhe fees

G z any
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any thing. Irene anfwers, that the only 
lees earth and iky. Blue Beard calls 
again, and Fatima again enquires of her 
lifter what file fees. Irene tells her ihe 
fees a cloud of duft on the plain. Fatima 
conceives hopes . from this appearance ; 
and then Blue Beard repeats his call with 
more vehemence. Fatima again enquires 
of her filter what fine fees, and the latter 
tells her that Ihe fees a troop of horfemen 
galloping over the plain. Irene waves 
her handkerchief, in great anxiety, to 
quicken their fpeed ; and at this moment 
Blue Beard appears at the balcony, and 
drags in Fatima. Shacabac had kept 
poft below during this fcene, in hopes of 
giving fome aid to Fatima. Immediately 
after Blue Beard has dragged Fatima to 
execution, Selim, her lover, arrives at 
the head of the troop of horfemen, to 
efteft, if poffible, her refcue. Shacabac 
directs to the weakelt part of the Caftle, 
and at length he and his comrades force 
into it. Blue Beard by this time has 
taken Fatima into the fepulchre, and is 
going to kill her with his fabre, when a 
part of the fepulchre op'ens, and difcovers 
Selim, who threatens Blue Beard with 
death, if he executes his cruel purpole. 
The Bafhaw defpifes his menaces, and 
has railed his fabre to deftroy her, when 
ihe flies to the foot of the Ikeleton, and 
feizes the Talifman, which faves her. 
Selim then defcends, and a conteft enliies 
between him and the Bafhaw, in which 
the latter falls, arid finks with the tomb. 
Selim and Fatima are of courle made 
happy, and there is a general rejoicing at 
the fate of the Tyrant.

In this well-known ftory fome of the 
fituations are terrific, and fome ludicrous. 
It is diverlified by character, and en­
livened by pleafantry. The fcenery is 
very fplendid, and the whole is well cal­
culated for the audience of the feafon. 
Madame Parilbt danced with her ul’ual 
grace, and the performers exerted them­
felves with great effeft. The mufic was 
composed and lele&ed by Mr. Kelly.

ADDRESS TO THE PUBLIC, 
On the Reprefentation of The Critic, 

by the Scholars of Reading School, 
for the Benefit of the Widows and 
Orphans of the Sailors who periflied 
in Admiral Lord Duncan’s Victory 
over the Dutch Fleet.
WRITTEN BY W. SEWARD, ES(^.

SPOKEN BY MR. STRAKER.

So (bon again before you now appear. 
Again folicit your attention here ; 
Their comic toils purfue a nobler aim, 
And from their motives more indulgence 

claim.
’Tis yours, through them, the drooping mind 

to chear,
’Tis yours, to wipe away the falling tear, 
Which ftains the Widow’s and the Orphan’s 

cheek,
Whofe hufband’s, father’s deeds in thunder 

fpeak ;
Who fpeak th’ attempts of Holland over­

thrown,
(Secur’d your happinefs, deftroy’d their 

own !)
And nobly dying in their country’s caufe, 
Affert her freedom, vindicate her laws, 
Avert each evil from this happy land, 
That envying fiends had in their fury plann’d, 
And banilh ttill to more congenial climes 
Fell Gallia’s perfidy, fell Gallia’s crimes. 
Then Britons rife, and haften to be juft. 
Youth’s fpring of promife with indulgence 

truft ;
In you their hcneft feelings patrons find, 
While early flows the milk of human kind ; 
To Pity’s buds your foft’ring warmth im­

part,
Which quickly open in the gen’rous heart s 
Cherifh each well-meant effort which may 

lead
To Honour’s praife and Virtue’s nobler 

meed ;
Let thofe, whole valour chac’d your ev’ry 

fear,
Receive your gratitude’s juft tribute here ;
A helplefs, wretched race from ruin fave, 
And let your bounty reach beyond the grave j 
So then this night th'attempts fhall realize, 
That long have mock’d the wifdom of the 

■wife 5
This night from paffion you fhall aft aright, 
And pleafure fhall with duty here unite ;
The truant heart fhall here obey the head, 
By Virtue’s falutary impulfe led, 
And the belt efforts of benevolence 
Shall blefsand confecrate the charms of fenfe. 
If my weak lays you heed not, hear a fage *,  
The pride and wonder of this laggard age, 
Whofe learned toils our fleeting language 

place
Upon Stability's eternal bafe.
Whofe moral flrains each virtue can infpire, 
And with ftrong fenfe combine poetic fire 5 
Fiom each corruption guard our riling 

youth,
And guide their footfteps in the way to 

truth.
Make lem this world’s low groveling joys 

defpife,
And wing their flight immortal to the Ikies.

“ Yet

OUR youthful tribe, by your applaufes fir’d, 
And by their Country’s genuine love infpir’d,

* Dr. Johnson.
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*' “ Yet then (hall calm reflection blefs the 
night,

When liberal Pity dignify’d delight;
<£ When Pleafure fir d her torch at Virtue’s 

flame,
*£ And Mirth was bounty with an humbler 

name.”

TO AN APPLAUDED ACTOR. IN THE 
READING SCHOOL PLAY OF 1797.

WELL haft thou exercjfed the mimic art, 
Then aCt as well, young Man, thy real part ?

Difdain th’applaufes of a mortal Rage, 
And let a nobler fcene thy mind engage; 
Where, life’s hard arduous race with glory 

run,
And its important duties juftly done, 
Amid’ft th’ ex-ulting flrouts of earth and 

ikies,
God is the judge, and Heav’n th’ eternal 

prize.

S.

POETRY.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE EUROPEAN MAGAZINE.

SIR,

I SEND you two Poems ; the firft by Mr. Weft, who died Lord Chancellor of 
Ireland, Dec. 3, 1726, and was father of Richard Weft, El’q. the friend and com­
panion of Mr. Gray and Lord Orford. The other on the death of the latter 
Gentleman, the Author unknown, but ful’pefiled to be his uncle Judge Burnet. 
The former of thefe Poems has never been printed ; the latter, it has been fug.- 
gefted tome, appeared immediately after the Gentleman’s death whom it celebrates, 
in a Newfpaper which has long iince funk in oblivion.

I am, &c. D. G.

DAMON TO PHILOMEL.
A S love-fick Damon lay along

Beneath a melancholy fhade, 
Sooth’d by the nightly warbler’s long, 

Thus the unhappy Ihepherd faid :
Sweet Philomel ! who haunt’ft the grove 

Where I lament my wretched fate, 
Our joint complaint, alas ! is love,

The difference of our fortune great.
Relief to me no feafons bring, 

For ever doom’d to figh in vain;
But you, fweet Bird! who mourn’ft in 

fpring,
In fummer’s pleafure lofe your pain.

Already from yon blooming fpray, 
Your willing mate your plaint returns ;

Already feems to chide your ftay, 
And with an equal ardour bums.

Go, Philomel, accomplifh all
The joy that happy love beftows 5 

Obey the tender warbler’s call,
And leave poor Damon to his woes.

And when the next returning year 
Again invites you to the grove;

Sweet Philomel, you’ll find me here, 
Complaining ftill of haplefs love.

TO THE MEMORY OF

RICHARD WEST, ESQ^

Who died at Pope’s in Hertfordshire, 
June 1, 1742, after a tedious and painful 
Indifpofition, in tills 26th year of his age.

VW HILE forfeited with life, each hoary 
knave

Grows here immortal, and eludes the grave j 
Thy virtues prematurely met their fate, 
Cramp’d in the limit of too fhort a date.

Thy mind, not exercis’d fo oft in vain, 
In health was gentle, and compos’d in pain s 
Succeflive trial ftill refin’d thy foul, 
And plaftic patience perfected the whole.

A friendly afpeft, not fuborn’d by art;
An eye, which look’d the meaning of thy 

heart 5
A tongue, with Ample truth and freedom 

fraught,
The faithful index of thy honeft-thought.

Thy pen difdain’d to feek the fervile ways 
Of partial cenfure, and more partial praife ; 
Thro’ every tongue it flow’d in nervous eafe, 
With fenfe to poiifli, and with wit to pleafe.

* See his Prologue to Hugh Kelly’s Word to the Wife ailed for the benefit of his 
widow.

No
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No lurking venom from thy pencil fell; 
Thine was the kindeft fatire; living well, 
The vain, the loofe, the bafe, might blufh to 

fee
In what thou wert, what they themfelves 

Iho aid be.

Let me iy>t chargeon Providence a crime, 
Who (batch'd thee blooming to a better 

clime ;
To ra'fe thofe virtues in a higher fphere, 
Virtues ! which only could have flarv’d thee 

here.

STANZAS,
ADmSSEDTO THE HARP OF MISS FERNS, 

BY EYLES IRWIN,ESQ*

I .

WHATE’ER of fabled tint, or potent 
fpell,

Of pow’r to free the foul, cr chain the 
heart ;

That whilom trill’d from lyre, or lute, or 
the 11,

Thy frame enclofes, and thy things im­
part 1

IL
At Orpheus’ (ouch, that brutes their nature 

chang’d,
That lull’d Arion the tempeduous main ;

Who doubts ? that feels his inmoft mind 
efirang’d,

And paffions fetter’d by thy magic drain 1 
III.

Prefumptuous Youth 1 who, pleasures (ail 
beneath,

At danger’s quickfands (corn to take alarm ; 
If ears ye boad—oh ! fly the Syren’s breath ;

If hearts 1 beware the mjdrefs of the 
charm 1

IV.
Wiza (hikes the chords—the meed is won— 

She fings ! the tuneful wonder is furpad !
With her, had struggled thus, Laertes’ fon, 

His bonds had cobweb prov’d, a twig the 
matt I

Dublin, Dec. a, 1797.

AN ENTHUSIASM,
OCCASIONED BY WAtKJNG THROUGH A

CHURCH-YARD.

7T ARK 1 not a breath of wind ; no gentle 
breeze

To fan the darkfome g’oom 1 no ruffled wave 
Difturbs this filent pert of life, nor moves 
The deeping calm 5 an awful filence reigns. 
Thofe ttoims of wratn, iliac ofc by Tyrants 

breach’d,

Have (hook the trembling World, now die 
away

In wifhes f®ft; the froth of heighten’d pride 
Beats on the rocks, and beats itfelf to no­

thing ;
The pomp of king;, the panegyrick breath 
Of foothing flatterers, and menial crouds, 
The voice of (lander, the dedruftive hlaits 
Of envy felf-diftra&ing foftly feem 
(Like dying thunders in a diflant cloud) 
Gently to vanifli from th’ attentive ear. 
Death, rigid Death impartially declares. 
That man is nothing but an heap of du ft, 
Clay, cold, infenfible ; wipe from thy cheek 
O Man ! the (oft, emafculating tear, 
For die thou muft ; juft as by nature flreams 
In filver mazes roll their eafy tide
A tribute to the main ; thus art thou born 
A (hort-liv’d.glory pre-ordain’d to die.
The thought of obiequies, convulfions, 

groans,1
’Tis that diftrafls my foul. The kifs of 

death
Is (oft and harmlefs, golden reft attends it, 
And focn diflolves the fretful dream of life. 
Nature’s gieat law is death.—As riling 

flames
Seek their congenial place, and mount to 

Heav’n ;
Thus hade we to our end ; the bloom of 

youth
Expells our infant years, then hoary age 
Encroaches on the man, and (huts the feene. 
Alas 1 th’ impartial grave no dff rence yields 
’Twixt king and peafant 5 where’s the mo­

narch now ?
Faft by the tyrant deeps the tyrant’s llavej 
What ludre now attends the head that bore 
A regal crown, enchas’d'with India’s pearl-? 
What Machiaval, or what Sejanus here 
Rules with a nod, or with a whifper kills ? 
What cheek impurpled with a rofy bluftr 
Vies with the new-born glories of the morn ? 
Ah 1 where’s Lucinda, and the beauteous 

form
That boafted once a paradife of charms ? 
Alas I (he’s mingled with the vulgar dud, 
Clofe to what mod die fear’d, deformity ; 
(The life, warmth, foftnefs, fragrance of her 

beauty
Diffolv’d, and moulder'd into putrid earth 
And worms impure;) her once inchanting 

voice
Is vanifh’d into air 5 and oh, adieu 1 
The dear enliv’ning fmile and melting eye 
That dream’d with (parkling ludre, now no 

more;
Black-rob'd condition fliadcs the gloomy 

void
With raven-wings and fcatter’d indidindtion. 
Ceafe, Mortal, then to boaft thy tranlient 

charms,}
A prey



POETRY. 47

A prey to worms ; In vain the glafs reflects 
A well- projsortion’d harmony of parts, 
If thou muft rot in earth a corpfe obfcene.

ODE TO WINTER.
BY THOMAS SNORT.

WRITTEN DECEMBER 26, I797.

-——Frof, and cbilliug cold, ff end one long 
fortion of the dragging year.—Walsh.

•THE Ample ft reed which nature’s minftrel 
loves

Beneath feme paftoral (hade to woo the 
fpring,

Or welcome fummer, round whofe plenteous 
brows

The earth’s beft fruits are feen,
Will not be heard by thee, O Winter foul!
Whofe ftorms arifing from the blafting fouth
Numb all its powers, and with their dreary 

yells
Out-drown its untaught voice.
As dun Oftober, foremoft of thy train,
By Boreas warn’d, his naked figure fpreads, 
And led by Eurus, in his fnow-lin d car, 
Begins thy frozen march ;
While Autumn (blinking from his rude em­

brace,
O bluftering Winter waves his fallow hair, 
And wildly views thee wrapt in cloudy veil 
With threat’ning looks approach.
To chain with icy fingers bath’d in dew 
Each ftreamlet once fo tuneful to its banks, 
And hang on every mount or valley’s fide 
Thy fnowy banners grey ;
Or quench with foul November’s foggy 

breath
The fky’s clear azure, and its golden light, 
While nature, joylefs like a widow, mourns 
Thy ruthlefs withering touch.
Now, while thy terrors rob the frighted earth, 
And nip each floweret which embloom’d the 

vale,
And from the trees their lateft foliage green 
With frantic fury tear,
Let me retire within feme fylvan cell,
Where peace and fcience make their bleft 

abode,
And round the fecial hearth with friendship 

drawn,
Seek refuge from their power.
And there let Fancy, fweeteft nymph, her 

fmiles
Difpenfe, and fpread her choiceft hues 

around,
Such as by Shakfpeare’s fun-beam’d eyes 

were feen
In rainbow veftures clad ;

While Solitude, the hermit queen, (hall tell 
Flow pleafure rnoft in (hadieft haunts it 

found,
And health fliall court me with her ruddieft 

hue,
And mirth my temper crown.
Then Hope fliall point with Fancy’s fairy 

eye,
Where Spring, on rofy fandals dancing light, 
Comes on, and drives thee, Winter, from our 

plains
To bleak Siberia’s ide.

Borough, St. Saviour's Church-yard.

P. S. In the meafure of the verfe, and 
turn of the numbers of this Ode, 1 have 
partly copied Horace, in his Ode to Pyrhac, 
and our Englifli Poet Collins’ Ode to Evening; 
but not fufficiently clofe to be termed an 
imitation of either.

POETICAL COMPENSATION TO A 
YOUNG LADY FOR HER BAD LUCK 

IN THE LOTTERY, 
accompanied with a copy or th® 

elegant extracts.

I.
T ET Mammon’s heirs, like Juno’s bird. 

In gaudy plumage fhine:
Thy voice is fweet as Philomel’s, 

And thine the form divine.

II.
From modifh arts no borrow’d aid

Does Anna’s face require ;
Begone the coquetry of drefs. 

Be limple thine attire.

III.
For thou art Nature’s darling child f

Love’s Queen, in mien and air
Of chafte Lucina, flyly came,

And form’d thefe features fair ;

IV.
She gave thofe lightnings to thefe eyes ;

She gave that rnfeate hue ;
And to the Graces, fmiling, faid; <

(l Give graces ever new,

V.
ie And let her charms Bill brighter blaze,

“ Pveflc<fted from her mind ;
“ For who can flay Love’s potent dart,

<c When wit to beauty’s join’d.”

VI.
In Fortune’s lottery, tho’ no priz®

Hath fell to Anna’s (hare,
Let her accept the Mules’ boon j

-it brings no cankering care.

Attrafled
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VII.
Attrafted by that dulcet voice, 

The Mufes hafte along ;
Their new affociate inftant own, 

And jocund join the Cong.
VIII.

Meanwhile, in yonder hallow’d grove, 
To deck thine auburn hair,

Of laurels, twin’d with myrtles fweet, 
New wreaths will I prepare.

Greenwich, Dec. 13.

THE SIMILE ILLUSTRATED.

Tj'ROM Greenland’s flrore a jovial crew, 
With eager hopes of gain in view, 

Launched forth with fpreading fails.
The leflening land eludes the fight, 
Danger and rifk. were their delight, 

Their trade was catching whales.

And “ Oh, my Friends 1” a warrior cries, 
What fcenes of tranfport ftrike my eyes, 
“ If fortune fpeeds our dart;

“ Lovefhall reward our plighted truth, 
Plenty and peace ihall join with youth, 
“ To blefs each Greenland heart.

teWhat though black night enfirrouds our 
land,

*4 The precious means are near at hand,
“ Our numerous lamps to fill:
The fun to diftant regions flies,

Sf Kind nature all our wants fupplies,
<l And leaves us tranquil ftill”—-

lc Quick man the boat—a prize 1 a prize !” 
At once the bold harpooner cries, 

The ready crew obey.
Bold on the prow he takes his Rand,
Rears high the weapon in his hand, 

And ftrike s th’ unconfcious prey.

Through the cleft bofom of the main,
With mingled anger and difdain,

The monfter takes his courfe 3
The fkilful mariners in vain
His headlong motions would reftrain, 

And check his furious force.

But foon, alas! the cord is fpent,
The boat beneath the wave is bent, 

And pull’d with fwiftnefs on ;
One moment more, and ail is loft!
The cord is cut—their hopes are crofs’d— 

The wiflr’d-for prize is gone.

You who in Wedlock hope to find 
The pleafures of a virtuous mind, 

Confider well my fable :
If ere you’re fix’d in Hymen’s chain," 
You find the nymph falfe, vicious, vain, 

Defift while yet you’re able.

Youth madly blind to future cares, 
Like wax th’ imprefiive folly bears, 

Nor thinks of future Woe ;
With ardour courts the wav’ring gale, ' 
To fome rich prize direfts the fail, 

And ftrikes a random blow.

But if with foolilh fondnefs blind, 
Ambitious hopes ftill fire his mind, 

To wed the fpecious bride5
His crazy bark, in queft of prey, 
Is dragg’d where foily leads the way, 

Then finks beneath the tide.
CAIUS FITZ URBAN.

EPITAPH.

HERE Dubio refts! the ftrangeft wight— 
All common rules of conduft fcorning, 

In fcenes of riot pafs’d the night,
And pray’d with Whitfield all the morn- 

' ing-
True to his text, now out, now in, 

A Chriftian infidel he went hence :
Repentance fmooth’d the way for fin, 

And fin equipp’d him for repentance.
CAIUS FITZURBAN.

CHRISTMAS EVE. 
DECEMBER 24, 17 97 .

CURE all Creation feems to join 
And fpeak—this feafon is divine!

“ The fpangled Heav’ns, a firming frame, 
“ Their great Original proclaim !” 
The glitt’ring ftars illume the earth, 
Once honour’d with a Saviour's birth!— 
Refplendent, awful, and ferene, 
Majeftic, order decks the fcene.
And almoft may the lift’ning ear 
The tuneful harps of Seraphs hear.

O Harmony ! thy note is love, 
And fure thy triumph was above, 
When, from the azure courts of Heav’n, 
A Saviour to mankind was giv’n.

M. S.

JOURNAL
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HOUSE OF LORDS.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 27.
HE Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
attended by feveral Members of the 

Houle of Commons, prefented a Bill from 
that Houfe for continuing for a limited 
time the Reftriftions of Cafh Payments, 
&c. at the Bank of England ; and Mr. 
Hobart prefented the Land and Malt Tax 
Bills, which were feverally read a firft 
time.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 29.
The various Bills upon the Table 

were read in their refpeftive ftages. Se­
veral of thefe were the third readings.

Mr. Steele returned the Bank Reftric- 
tion Bill from the Houfe of Commons, 
who had agreed to the Amendments made 
by their Lordfhips to the Bill.

Mr. Hobart prefented from the Houfe 
of Commons the following Bills : The 
Scots Bank Note Bill, the Cambrick Im­
port Prohibition Bill, a Bill for conti­
nuing the for- the better Regulation, 
&c. of the ift’ue of Promiffory Notes, and 
a Bill for continuing the Aft of laft 
Seffion, for the Prevention and Punifh- 
ment, &c. of Attempts to feduce from 
their Duty and Allegiance any of his 
Majefty’s Forces by Sea or Land.

Several private Bills were prefented by 
different Gentlemen. Thefe, together 
with two public Bills from the Houfe of 
Commons, were read a firft time.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30.
The Royal Aflent was given by Com- 

jniffion to the following public Bills:
The Land Tax, the Malt Tax, the 

Bank Reftridlion, the Scots Bank Notes, 
and the Cambrick Import Prohibition 
Bills.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER I.
The feveral Bills on the Table were 

forwarded in their refpeftive ftages; 
after which their Lordfhips adjourned 
till to-morrow, when a Commiffion takes 
place, in order to give the Royal Aflent 
to certain Bills which have paffed bqth 
Houfe s.

Vol. XXXIII. Jan. 1798.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2.

The Royal Aflent was given by Com­
miffion to the Bill for continuing the 
Aft of laft Seffion, for the Prevention and 
Punifhment of Attempts to feduce any 
of his Majefty’s Forces by Sea and Land 
from their Duty and Allegiance ; and 
alfo to the Bill for the better Regulation 
of the Ifl’ue of Promiflbry Notes.

The Lords Commiffioners on this oc- 
cafion were the Archbiffiop of Canter­
bury, the Lord Chancellor, and Earl 
Spencer.

The Bills upon the Table were for­
warded in their refpeftive ftages, and 
fome arrangements were made with re- 
fpeft to the hearing of Appeals.

THE ROYAL PROCESSION.
The Duke of Portland prefented a 

Meflage from his Majefty, intimating his 
Royal intention to vifit the Cathedral of 
St. Paul, with his two Houfts of Par­
liament, on Tuefday the 19th inft. to 
return thanks to the Divine Providence, 
&c. &c.

His Grace then moved a fuitable Ad- 
drefs to his Majefty upon the occafion ; 
together with a long ftringof Refolutions 
refpefting the attendance of their Lord­
fhips, the order of the proceffion, &c, 
&c. all which were unaniraoufly agreed 
to by the Houfe.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13.

Mr. Hobart, from the Houfe of Com­
mons, prefented the Bill for regulating 
the Exportation of Corn, which was read 
a firft time.

A few private Bills were alfo brought 
up, and read a firft time.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20.

The Houfe went into a Committee 
upon the Bill to amend the Aft of laft 
Seffion, for admitting Roman Catholics 
to ferve in the Scotch Miljitia'j which 
having gone through, with two others, 
their Lordfhips adjourned.

H satur;



w THE EUROPEAN MAGAZINE,

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2$.
The feveral Bills before the Houle, 

amongft which was the Exchequer Bills 
Bill, were forwarded in their refpeftive 
ftages. Thefe were, for the molt part, 
third readings.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 30.
The Royal Aflent was given by Com- 

miffion to the following Bills : —The 
Exchequer Loan—the Marine Mutiny— 
the Scots Diftilleries—the Neutral Ships

' HOUSE OF

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 25.
HpHE Scots Diftillery Bill, Arm}’’ and

Navy Seduftion Bill, and Neutral 
Ships’ Bill, were read a fecond time and 
committed.

The Land Tax Bill and the Malt Tax 
Bill were read a third time and paffed.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 27.
Mr. D. P. Coke moved for leave to 

bring in a Bill to regulate the trial of 
Caules and Indictments within certain 
Cities and Towns Corporate in England. 
Leave given, and Bill ordered.

Sir John Sinclair, conceiving that no 
information ought to be withheld that 
would enable the Houfe to judge of the 
efficiency and probable effefts of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer’s novel and 
important fyftemof Finance, gave notice, 
thet he Ihould to morrow bring forwatd 
a motion for examining at the bar of the 
Houfe certain Ccjleftors and Commif- 
fjpners of the Revenue relative to the 
produce of particular Taxes.

Lord Belgrave rofe to make his pro- 
nailed motion on the 7th of William, 
commonly called the Treating Aft. Ad­
verting to the circumftances that attended 
the fate eleftion for Southwark, and the 
doubts which arofe on the conftruftion 
of the Treating Aft, he felt it his duty 
to move for leave to bring in a Bill to 
put an end to all ambiguity on the fub- 
jeft. In iupport of the neceffity of fuch 
a meafure, his Lordfliip mentioned two 
oppofite decilions of Committees on the 
conftruftion of the Aft. One was, that 
a perfon who had been guilty of corrupt 
praftices Ihould not be eligible for the 
fame place. Another was, that he Ihould 
not be returnable to the fame Parliament. 
Though the conftrsftion of the Aft was 
rather ambiguous, yet its fpirit was 
clear. In conformity to what he con­
ceived to be its objeft, he Ihould propofe 
to adopt in the amended Aft, namely, 
>0 incapacitate a Candidate who had been 

—the Corn Importation — the Annual 
Indemnity—the Scots Militia—and the 
Southampton Church Bills : and alfo to 
the Bill for adding a Battalion to the 
60th Regiment of Infantry. The Lords 
Commiffioners on this occafion were the 
Lord Chancellor, the Duke of Portland, 
and Lord Kenyon.

The Bills upon the Table were read 
in their refpeftive ftages j after which 
the Houfe adjourned.

COMMONS.

guilty of corrupt praftices at his eleftion, 
from being eligible for the fame place in 
Parliament at all for the fame feffion. 
His Lordfhip concluded by moving, 
“ That the Aft of the 7th of King Wil­
liam ihould be read.”

It was read accordingly.
He then moved for leave to bring in a 

Bill to explain and amend the laid Aft.
Leave was given, and a Bill ordered. 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 28.
The Chancellor of the Exchequer 

ftated, that the public accounts were not 
in fufficient forwardnefs to enable him 
to enter upon a more detailed ftatement 
of the Ways and Means for the enfuing 
year to-morrow. He therefore informed 
the Houfe that he fhould defer his notice 
to Friday.

Mr. Hufley rofe to point out an incon­
venience which would arife from the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer not fub- 
mitting a refolution for the decifion of 
the Committee on Friday laft ; and this 
inconvenience would be increafed by the 
delay now propofed. He adverted to 
the (fate of the Land Tax Bill, which had 
already palled that Houfe, and was now 
in its laft ftage in the Upper Houfe. If 
this Bill palled in its prefent Ihape, no 
alteration could be made in the Aft du­
ring the prefent Seffion. The duty muft 
therefore remain at 4s. in the pound, 
and fubjeft the other articles of taxation 
to a difproportionate duty 5 this he 
thought partial and unjuft. The land 
was, in his opinion, better able to bear 
an additional tax than the articles ie- 
lefted by the Chancellor of the Ex­
chequer.

Mr. Pitt confidered the obfervations 
fo irrevelant as to be unworthy of notice.

The Order for to-morrow was then 
difeharged, and fixed for Friday.

Mr. Hobart ftated the neceffity of dif- 
patch in the progrefs of the Bill for con­
tinuing the Aft of laft Seffion for the 

pariifh- 
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ptmiflrment of perlons [educing men em­
ployed in his Majefty’s Land and Sea 
fervice, on account of the Aft being 
nearly expired. He therefore propofed 
that the Bill fhould b« read a third time, 
after the other Orders were gone through.

[Our readers will recolleft that the 
Aft alluded to was limited to one month 
after the commencement of the then next 
Seifion of Parliament.]

Lord Belgrave brought up the Bill for 
explaining and amending the Treating 
Aft. The Bill was read the firft time.

The other Orders'of the Day being 
gone through, the Seduftion Bill was 
read a third time and palled.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMEER29.
Sir John Sinclair faid, he had given 

notice of a motion for the attendance of 
the Board of Commiflioners of the 
Taxes, but that fome circumftances had 
occurred to induce him not to perfift in 
that motion. He alluded to a paper, 
the authenticity of which he believed was 
not in any degree queffioned, viz. the 
Declaration of the Executive Direftcry 
of France. He had feen that paper this 
morning ; it difplayed in fuch ftrong and 
unequivocal terms the hoftility of the 
enemy, and announced fo openly their 
intention of invading this country, that 
he could not as an Englifhman, or as a 
friend to his country, think of propofing 
any motion which could, in any degree, 
tend to leflen our unanimity in the eyes 
of the enemy.

Mr. Pitt faid, if the Proclamation of 
the Direftory had made one convert to 
unanimity, he fhould rejoice that it had 
been publifhed. He oppofed the in­
tended motion, becaufe he thought the 
Houie fully as competent to judge what 
the operation of the intended tax would 
be, as the Commiflioners of the Taxes.

The other Orders of the Day were 
then deferred.

A Meffage was received from the 
Lords, [fating that their Lordfhips had 
agreed to the Bank Reftriftion Aft, the 
Scotch Note Bill, and the French Lawn, 
Bill.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER I.
Committees of Ways and Means and 

Supply deferred till Monday.
The Call of the Houfe was difcharged, 

and the Defaulters’ names to be reported 
on Monday.

/in account of the number of perfons 
affeffed to the Window Tax prefented, 
and ordered to Ite on the table and be 
printed.

Leav$ was given to bring in a Bill to 

continue the Aft of laft Seflion for al­
lowing Corn to be imported.

Mr. Pitt deferred the farther confi- 
deration of his Plan of Finance till 
Monday.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 4.
Mr. Hunter brought up an account of 

the expefted amount of the Afiefled Taxes 
for the year 1797, up to the 5th of April 
1798.

On the motion of Mr. Pitt, the Order 
for calling over the names of defaulters 
was difcharged.

WAYS AND MEANS.
The Order of the Day was read for the 

Houfe to relblve itfelf into a Committee 
of Ways and Means, to which were or­
dered to be referred the different accounts 
prefented in the courfe of laft week.

The Houfe having refolved itfelf into 
the faid Committee,

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, 
on a former day he [fated fo fully the 
general outline and principle on which 
he intended to provide for the fupplies, 
that he fhould now confine himfelf to a 
narrow compafs. The Committee were 
aware that he proceeded on the fuppo- 
fition that it was felt and admitted, that 
the prefent moment called for vigorous 
exertions and uncommon facrifices to 
counteraft the machinations of an ob- 
ftinate, ambitious, and inveterate enemy ; 
an enemy, whole avowed objeft was the 
deftruftion of our Religion, our Laws, 
and" our Government. It was therefore 
our duty, if we had the courage of free­
dom, and the fpirit of Englifhmen, to 
combat, not for indemnity, but exiftence. 
Fortunately for us, there never was a 
nation whofe profperity furnifhed her 
with fuch extenfive refources for perfe­
vering, with effect, in a conteft which 
implicated in its i^Tue all that was dear 
to us ashpen and as Engliflhnen.

It would be recollefted, that his plan 
embraced two objefts, to prevent a great 
accumulation of debt in the market, by 
extending to an inordinate degree the 
funding fyltem, and to guard again ft 
entailing the burthen upon pofterity, by 
a fpeedy redemption. It would a Ifo be 
recollefted, that he had Rated that an 
immediate call on the income and pro­
perty of every individual would be im­
proper, if not impracticable. It then 
remained to find a criterion of his pro­
perty by his expenditure, and this would 
be found more beneficial to the State, and 
more juft to the Individual, ft he Af­
feffed Taxes, lie propofed, fhould be the 
medium of carrying this into eflbft.

H a They
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They, were paid, he faid, by about 
$00,000 mafters of families, under whole 
roof would be found a population of four 
millions. The number of poor who 
would be excluded amounted to three 
millions. This diftinflion he intended 
to follow up with a variety of modifica­
tions and abatements, with a view to 
prevent the preffure from falling too 
heavily on the lower order. Thefe taxes 
he had taken at 2,700,000!. but as part 
of them (6oo,oocl.) had been impofed 
laft feflion, no precife eftimate could be 
formed of their total amount.

The abatements which he had to pro- 
pofe, affefted thole chiefly who paid only 
the prefent taxes on houfes and windows. 
In cafes where the perfon paid alfo for 
horfes, carriages, and male fervants, it 
was his intention the duty fhould be 
trebled. In the former cafe he fhould 
propofe a modification of the new duty. 
With the houfe andwindow tax he Ihould 
likewife couple the watch and dog taxes. 
The duty he conceived ought not to be 
triple on the man who kept one watch 
and one dog in a houfe of inferior rent.— 
Where many watches and feveral dogs 
were kept, it would in general be found 
that the owner was liable to the horfe, 
carriage, or fervants tax, and fubjefted 
to the triple duty. It was therefore his 
intention to propofe, that thofe who 
contributed only to the houfe, window, 
the dog, and watch taxes, Ihould not pay 
the triple affeffment in any cafe where 
his contribution did not exceed three 
pounds. On thofe whofe payments were 
under that fum, he propofed the duty 
fhould ' attach as follows : thole whole 
Affeffed Taxes were under three fhillings, 
were not to be fubjeiled to any addition. 
If they paid above three Millings, and 
under one pound, to pay half a rate ; 
namely, half the fum which they paid at 
prefent—for inftance, where the party 
now paid 10s. he Ihould pay 15s. From 
il. to al. to pay a fingle rate, i. e. where 
a man now paid 30s. he was to pay 3I. 
When 2I. and under 3I. he was to pay 
double j for example, the perfon who 
paid 50s. was to contribute 7I. 10s. 
Where the party paid 3I. and upwards to 
30I. he was to contribute according to 
the treble rate: thus, the individual who 
paid 3I. 3s. fhould be called upon to 
contribute nine guineas in addition. It 
would, he remarked, be fcarcely poflible 
to form an eftimate of the numbers who 
would be exempted by thele arrange, 
meats from the preflure. Taking the 

number of contributors, however, at 
800,000, the proportion would ftand 
thus :

Contibutors

Aflefled half a rate 
------— Single rate
———■ Double rate

800,000

300,000
130,000
70,000

500,000

There were then no more than 300,000 
mafters of families in the country who 
could be affefted by the operation of the 
Tax in a ferious degree. On looking, 
however, to the common objeft which 
this meafure was calculated to effeft, it 
was neceffary that the Tax fhould be 
ftriilly enforced. Where the marks of 
opulence appeared in the keeping of car­
riages, horfes, and male fervants, thofe 
perfons who may well be fuppofed to' 
afford it, their expences fhould bear a 
triple rate on all the other duties. This 
was not all : Where a man could afford 
to pay 3ol.-and upwards for Aflefled 
Taxes, his expences may be calculated 
as falling little fhort of 1000I. per ann. 
He fhould therefore propofe, that thofe 
who paid from 30I. to 50I. fhould now 
pay three and a half over their former 
affeffment, and thole who paid above 50I. 
quadruple.

According to the above ftatement, the 
fcale of proportions would ftand as fol­
lows ;
Thofe who are affeffed, 

Under 3s. now to pay 
From 3s. to il.

il. to 2I.
21,.t0 3I.
3I. to 30L 
3d. to 50I.
50I. & upwards

Additional.
Nothing 
A Half Rate 
A Single 
A Double 
A Treble 
Three & a half 
A quadruple

The Right Hon. Gentleman now pro­
ceeded to defcribe the cafes that were fit 
for modification and abatement. Among 
others he mentioned inn-keepers, who 
already contributed a large proportion. 
Perlons in particular ftreets in the me­
tropolis, who paid high for their fitu- 
ation, &c. And ftated, that in any cafe 
where the Houle Duty fhould exceed a 
certain proportion of the occupier’s in­
come, he fhould be relieved in a given 
proportion to that income. Whether the 
duty was fingle or double, if the party 
could make it appear that his income was 
lefs than 60I. a year, he fhould be ex­
empted fiQio- the faid additional duty

‘and 
6
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and in all cafes where fuch annual income 
amounts to 60I. or more, fuch perfon 
fhall be entitled to fuch an abatement of 
the Additional Duty to be granted, as 
may be neceffary to reduce the lame in 
each cafe refpeftively, in the proportion 
hereinafter Rated, that is to fay—

Where the laid Annual Income fliall 
appear to be not lefs than

4- £>• „
60 but under
65 _ 7O ------- i-95
7° — 75 ------- i-7°
75 — 80 ------ - 1-65
80 — 85 - ----- 1-60
85 —- 90 ------- 1-55
q o • Cj $ —■■■.... — i - c o
95 100 —•— 1 "45

100 „ 105   1-40
105   Iio   1-38
IIO — H5--------1-36
115 — 120------- - I-34,
120   125   1-32
125 — IjO--- —■ 1-30
I30   135  • 1-28
I35 — 14-0 •----- - 1-26
I4.O --- 145 - I-24
145 150 - 1-22
15° “ *55--------I'ao
155 — 160--------1-19
160 — 165 ------ 1-18
165 — 170 —— 1-17
170 — 175------- - 1 -16
175 — 180----------- 1-15
180 — 18g----------- 1-14
185 — 190-------- 1-13
190 — 195 ------ 1-12
195 — 200 ------ 1-11
200 — 000 ------ 1-10

And where the faid Annual Income 
fhall appear to be not lefs than 200I. every 
fuch perfon fhall be entitled to fuch an 
abatement of the Additional Duty now 
granted as may be neceffary to reduce 
the fame in each cafe refpe&ively to a 
linn not exceeding one-tenth part of the 
laid Income.

In order to prevent evafions and frau­
dulent Statements, it would be required 
of the party applying for relief to give 
in his declaration upon oath, and allo 
that his ftatement fhould be open for 
infpeftion, the better to deteft falfe re­
turns. Commiffioners were to be ap­
pointed1 in different parilhes and diftricls, 
to manage the bufinefs, with a fmall 
compenfation for*  their trouble. In con- 
fequence of the increafe of commiffion for 
managing and collecting, there would be 
a defalcation in the amount, which in his 
former ftatement he had cftimated at 

8,i6o,oool. The charges for collection 
now amounted to little lefs than 100,cool. 
0112,700,000!. From the returns that 
had been made, which comprifed about 
four-fifths of the whole kingdom, he was 
led to believe that the charges -for man­
aging the treble rate would not exceed 
900,000!. or one million on 8,200,000!. 
which, allowing for all deductions and 
modifications, would leave a net fum of 
eight millions, one million over the fum 
at which he laft took the eftimate of the 
total produce.

Alluding to the numerous evafions and 
falfe returns that had been made in the 
late call on the country for horfes for the 
provilional cavalry, he fuggefted the pro­
priety of extending fome indulgence re­
tro fpeftively to the perlons who had 
praflifed thofe evafions, as an inducement 
to make a bona fide return on the prelent 
occafion. The indulgence he propofed 
was a remifiion of the penalties already 
incurred. This he was perfuaded would 
counterpoife the deficiencies that were to 
be apprehended from increafing the rates. 
Among the modifications he had omitted 
to fuggeft the propriety of making fome 
diltindtion in favour of thofe whole taxes 
may be increafed in an undue proportion. 
Perlons with large families, he thought 
were fair objects of modification or 
exemption. The Committee might think 
it molt definable to fix the fcale according 
to the number of children. Thofe who 
had no family he thought Ihould be rated 
higher in proportion to their income.

Having gone through his detailed 
ftatement, of which the above is a faith­
ful abftraft, Mr. Pitt recurred to the 
principle on which his fcheme was 
founded, and repeated in fupport of it, 
the arguments which he urged on the 
former occafion. It was not, he allowed, 
free from objections on the firft view; 
but he challenged any Gentleman to pro­
duce a fcheme for railing fo great a fum 
in a mode fo univerfally comprehenfive, 
equal and more fufceptible of modification 
and abatement. He alfo wifned Gentle­
men to recollect that the burthen, how­
ever heavy, Would not be permanent, 
and that though it would be too much 
for ordinary cccalicns, yet that the pre­
fent was one which imperioufly'demanded 
it. r

• Confiderirg, therefore, that the impov 
fition was to be temporary ; that it was 
propofed, not in a period of ufual war, 
but in the crifis of defence againft ail the 
evils which we dreaded, and all the blel- 
fings- wt enjoyed, it mult be found light
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in the balance. If the Committee was 
Satisfied on thofe topics, there would be 
no occafion to recur to preliminary points. 
Gentlemen would view it with the defire 
cd following up the principle of miti­
gation ; and, above all, he hoped they 
would adopt the plan he had the honour 
to fubinit ; for fure he was, that it was 
the mod practicable in the execution, and 
calculated to meet the extremity of 
clanger, at which we were at the prefent 
moment. He concluded by moving a 
long firing of Refolutions founded on the 
above ftatement.

Sir William Pulteney approved of the 
principle, but did not think its operation 
was iufficiently extenfive. The whole 
fupplies for the year, he thought ought 
to have been railed in this manner.

Earl Temple fpoke to the fame effect, 
and recommended a greater facrifice for 
the profecution of the war.

Mr. Nicholls deprecated the fyftem as 
cppreffive and unjuft, and accufed Mi- 
nifters of inlincerity in their late at­
tempts to Negotiation. He complained 
of the undue influence the other Houfe 
bad acquired in the Legiflature, and was 
proceeding to quote paffages from Mr. 
Burke’s publications, when he was called 
to order by Earl Temple.

Mr. Tierney contended that the Hon. 
Gentleman’s obfervations tvere confti- 
tutional.

Mr. Nicholls complained that he was 
not fiifFered to deliver his lentiments in 
that Houfe, and declared his intention of 
conveying them to his conftituents 
through the medium of the prefs.

Sir R. Mackworth fupported the plan 
in an eccentric fpeech.

The Secretary at War fpoke in favour 
of the fcheme, and vindicated the Minil*  
ter’s conduit during the negotiation.

Mr. Plomer thought the tax unjuft, 
cippreffive, and ruinous j as did Mr. 
Hobhoufe who followed.

Mr. Pierrepoint thought it would be 
a great recommendation to the plan, if 
the Royal Family offered their contri­
butions.

Colonel Wood recommended as a fub- 
ftitute, a tax of one per cent, on pro­
perty, which would produce twenty mil­
lions. J

Mr. Dent was not prepared to give a 
decided opinion.

Mr. Ellifon approved of the plan in 
Mo.

Mr. Tierney oppofed the fcheme in 
detail, after which a dividon took place j 

for the Refolutions, 214.; againft them, 
15; Majority, 199.

The Report was ordered to be received 
to-morrow.

Sir John Sinclair wifhed the Refo­
lutions might be printed.

Mr. Pitt replied, that it muft appear 
definable that the bufinefs might be con­
cluded before the recefs. The Bill would 
then be printed, and Gentlemen would 
have an opportunity of difcuffing the 
whole plan in a Committee.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5.
Mr. Pitt faid, he had not been able to 

give the Reports of the Finance Com­
mittee that attention which was neceffary 
before a difcuffion took place upon the 
fubjeft. He therefore moved, that the 
confideration of the Reports fhould be 
enlarged from Thurfday next to Monday 
fe’nnight. Agreed to.

Mr. Hobart brought up the Report of 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 
The Refolutions were read.

On the queftion for their being read’ 
the fecond time,

Mr. Wigley faid, on a fubjeft fo novel 
ami important, he thought it the duty 
the Minifter to allow a fliort interval for 
deliberation. It was alio, he laid, of 
that alarming and oppreflive nature that 
Gentlemen ought to have an opportunity 
of confnlting their Conftituents before 
the meafure was pafled into a law. To 
him the operation of the meafure teemed 
partial, and would prefs peculiarly hard 
on perlons affeffed between three pounds 
and thirty. The principal burden of the 
feven millions fell upon 200,000 inha­
bitants, whofe fituation precluded them 
from adequate relief on the principle laid 
down, while thofe in the higheft fituations 
were not affeffed in a proportionable 
degree.

Mr. Jones faid, that he felt the neceflity 
fo extremely urgent, that he was com­
pelled to give his afferft to the Refolu­
tions. He wifhed it to be impreffed on 
Gentlemen’s minds, and engraven upon 
their hearts, that every 6d. that was ex­
pended, and every drop of blood that 
was fhed in the conteft, were wholly to 
be afcribed to the infatiable ambition and 
inveterate animofityof the live defpots of 
France. In order to reftrain their am­
bition, which feemed to have no bounds, 
but the extinction of our laws, religion, 
and liberty, he Ihould give the Refo­
lutions his moft hearty approbation, re­
ferring the power of fuggefting modifi­
cations,

Mr.
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fation on the conftruftfan cf the Aft 
took place j after which the Bill was 
read.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6.
Mr. Nicholls gave notice, that he 

fliould on Friday next bring forward a 
motion for remitting the perquifites of 
office during the continuance of the war.

Mr. P. Dundas gave notice, that he 
fhould move to-morrow for leave to 
bring in a Bill to explain and amend 
the Scotch Militia Aft.

Mr. Pitt informed the Houfe, that lie 
had it in command from his Majefty to 
prefent a Meflage, acquainting them, 
that his Majefty had appointed Tuefday 
the 19th inft. as a Day of Thank (giving 
for the late important viftory over the 
Jdutch fleet, and in order to give it the 
greater folemnity, it was his Majefty’s 
intention to attend Divine Service in the 
Cathedral Church of St. Paul.

An Addrefs of Thanks was imme­
diately voted for this molt gracious con> 
munication.

It was alfo ordered, on motion, that 
the Houle fliould proceed to St. Paul’s 
on the fame occafion ; and a Committee 
was appointed to manage the proceflion.

Sir G. Shuckburgh Evelyn moved, 
“ That there be laid before the Houfe a 
lift of the names of perlons paying Af- 
fefled Taxes to the annual amount of gol. 
and upwards, diltinguifhing them into 
different claffes.

Mr. Ryder did not think the account 
would give any material information. 
It had been matter of furprife to fome, 
that the number of perlons paying up­
wards of rool. affeffment was not greater, 
and it was inferred, that the returns were 
erroneous. The faft, he believed to be, 
perlons of the defcription alluded to were 
in affluent circumflances, and had fre­
quently five or fix houfes in different 
diftrifts, each of which made a feparate 
return, fo that the whole that a Gentle­
man might be affeffed was not known 
from the general return,

Sir G. S. Evelyn doubted whether a 
perlon under thefe circumftances was 
liable for more than two houles. What 
was called the new duty he knew attached 
only on two. Information was-wan ted, 
and he fliould perfevere in his motion.

Mr. Hufley laid, the Houfe had th<^ 
authority of the Chancellor of the Ex­
chequer, that the duty had been fhame- 
fully evaded, and hewifhed a lift of the 
names of the defaulters to be laid upon 
the Table.

Mr.

Mr. Lefevre exprefled his readinefs to 
make facrifices beyond his qupta, if re­
quired.

Mr. Hufley laid, he difapproved of the 
plan, not from a define to throw obftacles 
in the way, but becaufe he thought a 
better one might be adopted. He then 
adverted to a declaration of the Minilter 
in 1792, when expatiating on the general 
prol’perity of the country, and flattering 
the Houfe with a fpeedy redemption of 
the national debt. On that occafion the 
Right Hob. Gentleman declared that the 
country enjoyed and was likely to enjoy, 

not a nominal and delufive, but a real 
and genuine peace.” For God’s fake, 
he laid, give us peace again, and by 
prudent management the country will be 
reftored to its wonted profperity and 
happinefs.

Mr. Pitt faid, at no period preceding 
the one alluded to, was there a fairer 
profpeft of a lafting peace. The then 
rulers of France were bulled in reforming 
abuies in their Government- They pro- 
felled oeconomy at home, and peace 
abroad ; but the feeds of that harveft, 
which had fincebeendifleminated through­
out Europe, and had produced incalcu­
lable milchief, did not then develope 
themfelves. No man, he laid, was more 
anxious for peace than he was, but it 
niuft be upon a fol id and honourable 
bahs, or it would be only a protrafted 
war, with the inconvenience of unnerving 
our forces, and renewing the conflict. 
He diftinftly wilhed, for the benefit of 
mankind, the tranquillity of Europe, and 
for the intereft of France itl’elf, to fee 
the prefent fyftem extinguiflied, and 
happier principles triumph ; but what 
he chiefly wilhed was, that the I'ecurity 
of this country fliould not depend upon 
the forbearance of France, but upon the 
exertion of our own energies.

The Refol ut ions were then read the 
fecond time, and Bills ordered purfuant 
thereto.

The Order of the Day was read for 
the fecond reading of the Corn Regu­
lating Bill.

Mr. Ryder called the attention of the 
Houle to the Aft of laft feffion, and 
ftated, that it was intended to fubjeft the 
importation of Corn to the old regu­
lations, and to prohibit the exportation 
for a time to be limited.

The Bill was read, and ordered to be 
committed.

On the fecond reading of the Bill for 
amending the Treating Aft, a conver-
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Mr. Rofe faid, the moft diligent en- 
tjuiry was making for the deteftion of 
defaulters.

I he Motion was agreed to.
■ Mr. Tierney begged to be informed of 

the probable day on which the new Tax 
Kill would be read a fecond time.

Mr. Pitt replied, that he fhould very 
probably prelent it to-morrow, propofe 
to,read it the firft time on Friday, and 
the fecond on Monday.

Mr. Tierney defired an explanation on 
another fubjeft. He had feen in a pub­
lic paper an article which bore an official 
fhape, fignifying that the 3,000,000!. 
was not coniidered by the Bank as a 
common Loan to Government, but fome- 
thing like a Loyalty Loan. The Mi- 
mfter had represented it as a Loan to be 
provided for in the ufua! way. If the 
Bank was right, he laid, there nnift be 
a deficiency'of 3,000,000!. in the Mi­
llifter’s ftatement.

Mr. Pitt faid, he conceived that if the 
feftriftion continued, the Bank, would 
not feel any inconvenience in advancing 
3,000,oool. to be repaid at a limited 
time, but it certainly was not his inten­
tion to include that fum in the prefent 
year.

[Before the queftion of adjournment 
was put, Mr. Pitt, in confequence of 
this converfation, lignified his intention 
to provide for the above fum by Ex­
chequer B:lls.]

The Corn Bill went through the Com­
mittee. That part of the Aft that re­
lates to the importation of provilions, is 
continued in the prefent Bill.

Mr. Ryder gave notice of his intention 
to propofe a claufe on the report, for al­
lowing the entry of fhips who had their 
cargoes of foreign corn on board on the 
iilt of November, provided they arrive 
on or before the 14th intrant, the im­
portation generally being under the old 
regulations.

. The. Report was ordered to be brought 
Dp td-morrow.

■ Mr. Baker moved for an account of 
the expenditure of the feveral firms of 
money granted by Parliament to the 
Board of Agriculture fince the inftitution 
thereof.

Sir John Sinclair feconded the Motion, 
and remarked',-that there would be fome 
difficulty in carrying part of the Motion 
into erfeft,. as the iaft 3'000). granted by 
Parliament 'bad ncvbr been revived by 
the Board !

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7.
Mr. Secretary Dundas moved, that the 

Aft of the 29th Geo. II. relative to the 
Naturalization of Foreign Officers in the 
fervice of Great Britain, be read.

The Aft was read accordingly.
Mr. Dundas then obferved, that the 

tendency of the Motion he wa« about to 
fubmit, was to extend the provilions of 
the Aft above-mentioned to foreigners 
ferving ,in the Welt Indies, by adding 
another battalion to the 60th regiment, 
to be fupplicd from the Germans, now 
ferving his Majefty in the Weft Indies. 
He concluded by moving for leave to 
bring in a Bill to explain and amend the 
faid Aft.

Leave was given, and a Bill ordered.
Mr. Pitt brought up his Bill for 

trebling the Affeffed Taxes, which was 
read the firft, and on the queftion for its 
being read the fecond time,

Mr. Wilberforce Bird rofe to ftate his 
objeftion to the principle and operation 
of the meafure. It was calculated, in 
his opinion, to ruin the middle and in­
ferior dais of manufafturers, and thofe 
who maintained their families on final! 
capitals, would be completely “ done 
away.”—He mentioned various branches 
of manufafture which were on the de­
cline ; and others, particularly the clock 
and watch trade, that were almoft ex- 
tinguifhed, from the accumulated duties 
impofed upon them either direftly or in­
direft ly.

Mr. Ryder defended the Bill. It had 
been affected that it preffed peculiarly 
hard on the middle and inferior claffes, 
but would the Hon. Gentleman produce 
a fingle inftance of a meafure, fo general 
in its Operation, that contained fo many 
exemptions, and furnifhed fuch effeftuai 
means of relief to thofe claffes ? He was 
confident that he could not.

Mr. Burdon confidered this meafure 
as a heavy calamity, but one which was 
to terminate with the occafion that pro­
duced it. He wilhed to fee it attach 
more largely on' the higher claffes, par­
ticularly on Land Proprietors, as large 
contribution from permanent incomes 
could not be fo lenfibly felt, as from the 
produce of induftry,

Mr, Aiderman Lufhington, after de- 
fcribing the effefts of the meafure on the 
manufaftures, and the enterprifing fpirit 
of the country, liiggefted the propriety 
of exempting from the meafure perlons 
paying under id. affeffed taxes, and 

reodj- 
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modifying the clafs above that fum, 
which, he faid, would leave a furplus of 
6,500,000!.. but he did not bring any 
thing forward in the fhape of a Motion.

Mr. Pitt exprefled his furprife at the 
aflertions, that the tendency of this Bill 
was to do away thofe perfons who were 
the fupport of the State, and that the 
Tax was direSly again!! the manufac­
turing clafs of the country.

To fuppofe that the whole could be 
levied upon the rich alone, was vifionary 
and impolitic, ifit were practicable. There 
was fuch a fympathy between the higher 
and the inferior claffes, that an undue 
preflure of the former would operate as 
a difcouragement to the purchale of com­
modities, and an univerfal ftagnation of 
trade would take place.

Mr. Tierney faid, he objected to the 
principle of the bill, becaufe he was 
convinced it was oppreffive, and calcu­
lated to provoke irritation in the minds 
of the people at a period when the greateft 
unanimity ought to prevail. He copld 
aflure the Hon. Gentleman, that many 
of thofe who were otherwife difpofed to 
think well of his mealiires, dreaded the 
palling of' this Bill, from a conviction 
of their inability to comply with it. He 
did not expeft that the Minifter would 
abandon it altogether, but he wifhed for 
time, that it might be rendered as pa­
latable as poflible.

The queltion for the Bill being read 
the fecond time was put and carried.

Mr. Pitt faid, it certainly was his in­
tention that the Bill Ihould be read the 
fecond time on Monday next, as it was 
of the utmoft importance to the public 
fervice that it Ihould pal’s before the ho-, 
lidays. He moved accordingly.

Mr. Tierney, after making fome fur­
ther obfervat.ions, moved, that Thurf- 
day Ihould be fubftituted for Mon­
day. On a divifion, there appeared for 
the amendment^ ; againft it, 58.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8.
Mr. Yorke fubmitted to the Minifter 

the propriety of poftponing the commit­
ment of the Treble Affefled Tax Bill to 
Thurfday.

Mr. Pitt faid, when he mentioned 
Tuefday, it was on the fuppolition that 
the Bill would have been printed, and 
ready for delivery this day. As this 
was not the cafe, he ihould accede to the 
with of the Hon. Gentleman.

Mr. Tierney urged the neceffity of 
poftponing the fecond reading to Ttfef- 
day, that Members might have an op­
portunity of perilling the printed Bill 
before the principle was difeuffed.
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Mr. Pitt faid, if the delay propofed 
could remove the mifapprehenfions which 
prevailed on the meafure, he had no ob­
jection.

The Order for Monday was then dif- 
charged, and a new one made for Tuef­
day.

Sir J. Sinclair fignified his intention 
to fubmit, on Wednefday fe’nnight, cer-' 
tain Refolutions to the Houfe, fimilar to 
thofe he had brought forward laft Seffion, 
for the cultivation of wafte lands.

The Houfe refolved itfelf into a Com­
mittee of ways and means, in which it 
was refolved, that towards railing the 
fupplies, the fum of three millions fhould 
be granted in Exchequer Bills.

Mr. Nicholls role, and, agreeable to 
the notice he had given, moved that all 
fees and falaries annexed to any office 
under the crown, exceeding 2000I. 
fhould be remitted during the continu­
ance of the war. The Lord Chancellor, 
the Speaker, the Judges, and Foreign 
Minifters, were exempted.

Mr. Tierney faid, that though he ap­
proved of the principle of the Refolution, 
he difapproved of the mode in which it 
would operate. He hoped therefore that 
the Motion would be withdrawn, and fo 
modified as to be more generally bene­
ficial.—The Motion was Withdrawn.

The Report of the Corn Bill was re- 
confidered.

Mr. Ryder brought the clattfe for al­
lowing the entry of fhips whofe lading 
was actually on board on the 1 ith of No­
vember, and which fhall arrive by the 
14-th inftant.

MONDAY, DECEMBER II.
The Scotch Militia Bill, and the Ger­

man Officers Naturalization Bill, were 
read a fecond time.

Mr. P. Carew brought up the Report 
of the Committee on the Newton Elec­
tion Petition. The Report ftated ; that 
Thomas Langdon Brooke, Efq. the fit­
ting member, was not duly elected ; that 
Peter Patten, Efq. the petitioning mem­
ber, was duly eleiled, and ought to have 
been returned, and that the oppofition to 
the Petitioner’s petition was not frivolous 
or vexatious. The Clerk of the Crown 
was ordered to attend to-morrow to erafe 
in the return the name of Mr. Brooke, 
and to fubftitute that of Mr. Patten.

The account of the expenditure of 
public money by the Board of Agricul­
ture was ordered to be printed.

The Corn Bill was read a third time, 
and palled. The provifions were limited 
to fix weeks after the commencement of the 
next Seffion of Parliament,—Adjourned.

I FOREIGN
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FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.
[FROM THE LONDON GAZETTES.]

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, SEPT. JO, 1797.

of a Letter from Captain Boarder, 
Commander of his Majcfy's Ship L'Ef- 
peigle, to Evan Nepean, Efq. dated 
Yarmouth Roads, the O-jtb of Septem­
ber 1797^
I HAVE the pleafure to inform you, 

for the information of my Lords Com- 
miffioners of tha Admiralty, that on 
Saturday the 23d inftant, atone P. M. 
being then oft the Coaft of Holland, the 
Vlic Ifland bearing South, durance eight 
leagues, we difcovered a fchooner about 
four or five miles a-head of us, which 
we gave chace to. The wind being at 
S. E. prevented her from gaining the 
Vlic Paffage. Finding we were coming 
faft up with her, and judging we were 
unacquainted with the coaft, (he ran 
dole in, and let go her anchor in eight 
feet water. Mr. Stephenfon, my Maf- 
ter, knowing the coaft very well, we 
followed until we came into lefs than 
three fathoms, let go our anchor, and 
immediately commenced a heavy fire on 
her : they however engaged us forty 
minutes, then cut her cable and ranker 
on ihore : thirteen of her crew took, 
this opportunity of leaving her before 
our boats could take poffeflion. No 
time was to be loft ; the fignal for an 
enemy on their coaft had been made 
from our firft firing on the fchooner, 
and we could plainly perceive they were 
bringing down two field pieces againft 
us; but, by our conftant fire of round 
and grape fhot, we in a great meafure 
flopped their progrefs. The tide of 
flood having made, ihe was foon got 
off, without any other damage than 
having received a fhot between wind 
and water, and which we foon got 
flopped.

The tecond Lieutenant of the fchooner 
was killed. We had a few fhot through 
our fails, and two through our Enfign. 
She proves to be the D’Ondeilbaarlaid, 
or the Invincible Dutch fchooner, from 
Amfterdam, mounting 10 guns, carry­
ing 46 men ; left the Vlic Ifland only 
that morning ; had made no captures ; 
quite a new veffel, and, a remarkable 
faft failer.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, OCT. 2, 179?. 
[This Gazette contains an account of 

the capture of two French privateers.]

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, OCT. 7, 1797, 
[This Gazette ftates the capture of 

one French privateer, and re-capture 
of an homeward-bound Weft-India- 
man.]

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, OCT. IO, 1797.
[This Gazette ftates the capture of 

three French privateers, and that one 
had been funk.]

[Ft>r the ttvo Extraordinary Gazettes, 
containing the particulars of Admiral 
Duncan s viElory o'tier the Dutch Fleet, 

fee Vol. XXXII. Page 283.]

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, OCT. 14, I797. 
[This Gazette ftates the capture of one 

Spanifh and three French privateers, 
and the re-capture of a Danifh fhip, 
having on board a Portuguefe cargo 
of iron and grain from St. Michael’s, 
bound to Lifbon.]

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, OCT. 17, 1797. 
[This Gazette ftates the capture of one

French National brig, and two French 
privateers. ]

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, OCT. 28, I797. 
[This Gazette ftates the capture of one 

French National corvette.]

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, OCT. 31, 1797. 
[This Gazette ftates the capture of one 

French privateer, and that one had 
been deltroyed.]

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, NOV. II, 1797. 
[This Gazette ftates the capture of one 

Spanilh and feven French privateers, 
one French National corvette, and 
that one brig had been taken,and an­
other burnt, after the cargo, confift- 
ing of rice,, had been taken out.]

ADMi-
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ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, NOV. 18, 1797. 
[This Gazette Rates the capture of four

French privateers, one French Na­
tional corvette, one Spanifh fchooner, 
and the re-capture of two merchant 
vefiels.]

admiralty-office, nov. 15, 1797. 
Extrafl of a Letter from Vice-Admiral 

Sir Hyde Parker, Knt. Commander in 
Chief of his Majefly's Ships and Veffels 
at famaica, to Evan Nepean, Efq. 
dated Queen, Cape Nicola Mole, Ofl. 
8, 1797.
HIS Majefty’s {loop Albicore arrived 

here laft night with a privateer fchooner 
of three guns, called the Nantais, cop­
per bottomed.

I have the honour to tranfmit here­
with a return of the number of Armed 
Veffels taken and deftroyed fince my 
laft :

One final! barge of 1 gun, captured 
by his Majefty’s fliip Thames.

One fchooner privateer of z guns, 14 
mufquets, and 30 men ; three other 
finall boats fent in, and ten deftroyed 
by the Drake.

One fchooner privateer of 1 gun and 
20 men, captured and brought in by the 
Aquilon.

Two armed barges, captured and 
brought in by the'Rattler.

La Trompeufe French fchooner pri­
vateer of 12 guns and 78 men, funk by 
his Majefty’s brig Pelican.

A Spanifh packet of 6 guns, with 
troops on board, captured by the Dili­
gence, in company with the Renommee 
and Hermione.

A copper-bottomed fchooner priva­
teer, of 3 guns and 56 men, captured 
and brought in by the Albicore.

One row-boat privateer, armed with 
fwivels and mulquetry, captured by the 
Albicore.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, NOV. 2J.

Copy of another Letter from Vice-Admiral 
Sir Hyde Par key, Knt, to Evan Ne­
pean, Efq. dated the 6th of Ofl. 1797.
I BEG you will be pleafed to inform 

their Lordlhips, that Captain Gafcoyne 
being ill of a fever, I put Lieutenant 
White, oftheQpcen, into his Majefty’s 
brig Pelican, to command her during 
the Captain’s iilnefs.

On the 17th of laft month Lieutenant 
White had the good fortune to fall in 
with the Trompeufe French privateer 
brig. His fpirited conduct officer­

like management I am fure will be as 
ftrongly imprefled on their Lordfhips*  
minds by his account of the aftion here­
with inclofed, as it was on mine, in . 
giving him great credit for both.

Pelican, at Sea, Sept. 17, 1797.
SIR,

I HAVE the honour to inform you, 
that at thirty minutes paft feven A. M. 
we difeovered a brig bearing N. N.W. 
(Cape Nicholas S. by W. half W,) 
ftanding towards us, with the larboard 
tacks on board. As floe appeared to be 
a veffel of force, I immediately made 
all fail towards her, the wind being 
Eaft. Ar forty-five minutes paft eight, 
ffie having fhewn French colours, we 
opened our fire on her in eroding, then 
wore round her ftern, and kept up a 
continued and well-diredted fire until 
twenty minutes after nine, when fhe 
made all fail from us with the larboard 
tacks. Unfortunately we could not im­
mediately make all fail after her, as our 
running rigging was much cut; but as 
foon as it was repaired, every exertion 
was made to get alongfide of her a 
fecond time, which was effected at forty- 
five minutes after twelve, when we 
opened our fire on her, which was fo 
well directed, that at ten minutes paft 
one fhe blew up abaft, and ftruck her 
colours. At fifteen minutes after one 
fhe went down by the head, and was 
totally loft. Upon which we imme­
diately hoifted out our boats, and for­
tunately faved the lives of fixty of her 
crew, by whom we learn fhe was the 
Trompeufe French privateer brig, 
mounting 12 fix-pounders, and 78 men 
on board : fhe had been out eleven days, 
but had only taken one prize.

I feel myfelf greatly indebted to Cap­
tain Perkins, of the Drake, whom I 
difeovered in fhore of us, for yfing 
every exertion to work to windward, 
and cut her off from Jean Rebel, as 
foon as I made the private fignal to him, 
and that of the chfice being an enemy.

Permit me to obferve, that great 
praife is due to Lieutenants Ward and 
Ufher, and Mr. M’Clearty, the Mafter, 
for their zeal, conduct, and bravery, as 
alfo to the inferior Officers, and fhip’s 
company, for their fteadinefs, obedience, 
and courage.

Inclofed I have the honour to fend 
you a lift of the killed and wounded.

I have the honour to be, &c. 
THOMAS WHITE. 

[Here follows a lift of the killed and 
wounded,]
1 a ADMI--
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ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, NOV. 28, 1797. 

[This Gazette contains a letter from
Admiral' Lord Duncan, inclofing a 
return of the killed and wounded, 
on the nth of Oftober laft, on board 
fuch of the Flips, whofe fftuations 
after the aftion prevented their re­
turns being made in time to be in­
cluded in the account before tranf- 
mitted.J

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, DEC. 2, 1797.

[This Gazette hates the capture of four 
French privateers, and the re-capture 
of two Engiilh and two American 
brigs.]

admiralty-office, dec. 5, 1797.
Cb^y of a Leiter from the Earl of St.

Vincent, K. B. Commander in Chief of 
his Majefty s Ships and Veffels on the 
Co aft of Portugal, to Evan Nepean, 
Efq. dated on board the Ville de, Paris, 
Elver Tagus, Nov.zs, 1797.

sir,
HEREWITH I tranfmit a letter I 

have received from Captain Digby, of 
his Majefty’s fliip the Aurora, giving 
an account of captures lately made by 
that fhip.

1 am, &c,
ST. VINCENT.

His Majefty's Ship Aurora, 
Nov. iqq'j.

MY LORD,
I HAVE the honour to acquaint 

you, that I captured, on the 28th of 
Oftober, a French Ihip named L’Aim- 
able Sophie, in ballaft, and lent her to 
Lifbon. On the 29th I took, oft Cape 
Ortegal, three Spanifh coafters, which, 
from their condition, I did not think 
proper to rifk my people on board ; I 
therefore funk one, made a cartel of 
another, and fent the third conditionally 
to Corunna.

On the 16th I captured two Spanifh 
brigs, loaded with hemp, arms, and 
iron (names unknown); their crews 
had left them before my boats had got 
on. board. On the 18th, one of them 
■was fo unfit to equal rhe weather, that 
I took my people out and funk her; at 
this time loft fight of the other, which 
I had ordered to make for Lilbon in 
cafe of reparation.

After a chace of nine hours, I cap­
tured yefterday, about fix leagues from 
Cape Roxent, L’Aventure French pri­
vateer fcheoner, nineteen days from 

Rochelle, mounting 8 four pounders, 
and 43 men, commanded by Auguftin 
Vildieu.

I have the honour to be, &c.
H. DIGBY, 

Earl St. Vincent, &c.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, DEC. 9, 1797.

[This Gazette contains a letter from the 
Earl of St. Vincent, ftating the cap­
ture of two French privateers, two 
Spanifh brigs in ballaft, with 8,900 
dollars, a Spanifh tartan, with 20 
recruits, and eight Spanifh merchant­
men of fmall value.—A letter from 
Capt. Stirling, ftating the capture of 
one French privateer.—A letter from 
Lord Bridport, ftating the re-capture 
of three Britifh merchantmen and a 
Pruffian galliotte, which laft veffel, 
being very leaky,and her cargo much 
damaged, was fuffered to proceed to 
her original deftination, after the 
Frenchmen were taken out.—And 
another letter from the Earl of St, 
Vincent, ftating the capture of one 
Spanifh corvette, and one French 
privateer.]

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, DEC,l6, 1797. 
[This Gazette contains feveral letters 

from Rear-Admiral Harvey, ftating 
the capture of eight French priva­
teers, the re-capture of feven French 
merchantmen, and detention of fix, 
the cargoes being French and Spanifli 
property.]

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, DEC. I9, I797. 

[This Gazette contains a letter from
Vice-Admiral Kingfmill, ftating the 
capture.of a fatt-failing French cor­
vette, which had been fitted out from 
Rochelle as a privateer.]

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, DEC. 23, 1797, 
Copy of a Letter front Captain Cunning­

ham, of his Majefty’s Ship Clyde, to 
Evan Nepean, Efq. dated Canvfand. 
Bay, the z'ljl of December.

SIR,
I BEG you will pleafe to acquaint 

the Lords Commilfioners of the Ad­
miralty, that on the 15th inft. in lat. 
44 deg. 40 min. long. 4 deg. I fell in 
with and captured the La Dorade, a 
ihip privateer from Bourdeaux, copper, 
flieathed, pierced for j8 guns, having 
12 guns and 93 men on board. She had 
been out 50 days, cruizing off the

3 Azores 
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Azores and Madeira, without having 
made any capture, and was returning 
to her port.

I have the honour to be, &c, 
CHARLES CUNNINGHAM.

Cb/y of a Letter from Captain Cunning­
ham, of his Majefy's Ship Clyde, to 
Evan Nepean, E/q. dated Cawfand 
Bay, the zxf Infant.

SIR,
IT is with peculiar concern I relate 

the unhappy cataftrophe of La Dorade, 
captured by his Ivlajefty’s fhip under 
my command.

Having put her under the care of a 
young man, who had been Mafterof the 
Clyde more than twelve months, and 
pf whofe abilities I feel myfelf confi­
dent, I cannot but regret that, probably 
from an emulation of exhibiting the 
papabilities of the prize, and his own 
conduct in an advantageous point of 
view, he was induced to carry too great 
a prefs of fail upon her ; the melancholy 
confequence of which was, that Iheup- 
fet, and himfelf, with a Midffiipman 
and 17 feamen, were drowned.

I have the honour to be, &c.
CHARLES CUNNINGHAM.

ADMIRAL TY-OFFICE, DEC. 30. I 797. 

Copy of a Letter from Captain Robert Bar- 
low, Commander of bis Majefy's Ship 
Phoebe, to Evan Nepean-, Efq. dated 
in Cawfan d Bay, the zhth inf.

SIR,
BE pleafed to inform their Lordfhips, 

that on the 21ft inft. at ten A. M. being 
with his Majefty’s fhip under my com­
mand in latitude 48 deg. 30 min. N. 
longitude 10 deg. W. we difeovered 
one of the enemy’s frigates, which, 
about nine o’clock the fame evening, 
we had the good fortune to come up 
with and capture, after an adtion which 
lafted upwards of two hours.

To account to their Lordfhips for its 
continuing fo long, it will be neceffary 
to trouble them with fome detail.

The difference in point of failing be­
tween the enemy’s fhip and the Phoebe 
being inconfiderable, fhe damaged our 
mafts, fails, and rigging, very much with 
her ftern chace guns, and at the moment 
when we were nearly in a fituation to 
commence our attack, fhe put in ftays, 
the Phcebe being at this time under a 
crowd of fail; and as, from the dark- 
nefs of the night, the zeneray’s difpo- 
fition for tacking equid not be difeo­

vered, a few minutes neceffarily elapfed. 
before we could tack to follow her, af­
ter exchanging broadfides on paffing. 
This manoeuvre encreafed our diftance, 
and fubjefted us a fecond time to the 
fire of her ftern chace, with which they 
were but too fuccefsful in cutting up 
our fails and rigging. At length, about 
ten o’clock, we got fairly alongfide of 
her, when, after a,handfome refiftance 
of three quarters of an hour, fhe ftruck.

She proves to be LaNereide, of 36 
guns, viz. 26 twelve-pounders on her 
main deck, 8 fix-pounders and 2 thirty- 
two pounder carronades on the quarter 
deck, manned with 330 men, com­
manded by Captain Canon; failed from 
Rochefort fifteen days before, and 
victualled for four months.

It is with the higheft fatisfafilion I 
have to report the degree of ardor and 
zeal manifefted by my Officers and ffiip’a 
company on this occafion, which, in my 
judgment, could not be exceeded.

From my Firft Lieutenant, Halliday, 
I experienced all the fupport which I 
with confidence expected from fo gal­
lant and fkilful an Officer, which, amidft 
the difficulties to be contended with in 
a night action, was an incalculable ad­
vantage ; and the Lieutenants Holland 
and Vaillant, Lieutenant Stewart, of 
the Marines, and Mr. Cole, the Maf- 
ter, were nolefs aftive and diftinguiffied 
at their feveral (rations.

Our lofs, in killed and wounded, is 
1 feaman, 2 marines, killed ; 5 feamen, 
5 marines, wounded. That of the 
enemy amounts to 20 meh killed, and 
55 men wounded.

I am, Sir, &c.
ROB. BARLOW.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, DEC. 30, 1797.

Copy °fa Letter from Admiral the Earl of 
St. Nincetit, K. B. Commander in Chief 
of bis Majefy's Ships and Aejfels on the 
Coaf of Portugal, to Evan Nepean, 
Efi. dated on board the Eille de Paris, 
in the Tagus, the jth of Dec. 1797.

SIR,

I INCLOSE, for the information of 
the Lords Commiffioners of the Ad­
miralty, a letter from Captain Sotheron, 
of his Majefty’s fhip the Latona, giving 
an account of his having taken two 
French privateers, L’Aigle and L’ln- 
trepide.

I am, &c.
ST. VINCENT.

Latona,
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Latona, in the Tagus, 
Dec. 7.

MY LORD,
I HAVE the honour to inform your 

Lordfliip, that his Majefty’s fliip La­
tona, under my command, captured, on 
the 29th ultimo, in latitude 39 deg. 
24 min. N. longitude 16 deg. W. Lifbon 
bearing E. by S. diftant 107 leagues, 
L’Aigle French privateer fchooner, be­
longing to Bourdeaux, pierced for 14 
guns, mounting 12 fmall carriage guns, 
with 62 men, commanded by Fran. 
Harimendy. She failed from Le Paf- 
faye, near Bayonne, on the 6th of laft 
month, had not taken any thing.

I have alio the pleafure to inform 
your Lordfliip, the Latona captured, on 
the 3d inft. in latitude 39 deg. 45 min. 
N. longitude 11 deg. 33 min. W. Lif­
bon bearing E. S. E. diftant 40 leagues, 
L’lntrepide, a French corvette brig, 
fitted out from Nantes as a privateer, 
pierced for 18 guns, carried 12 fix­
pounders, 2 eighteen-pound carronades, 
and 1 long brafs twelve-pound gun. 
She threw all of them overboard during 
the chace, except the brafs gun and 1 
fix-pounder, which flie kept as ftern 
chacers, and fired without effeft until 
we got nearly alongfidc of her. She 
had 83 men on board, was commanded 
by Monf. Jean Candeau ; had taken 
only a galliot, a Bremener, from Faro, 
bound to Liverpool, loaded with fruit.

I have the honour to be, &c.
F. SOTHERON. 

Dari St. Dincent, &c.

PARLIAMENT-STREET, JAN. 2, 1798.
A LETTER, of which the following 

is an Extraft, has been received from 
Peter Le Mefurier, Efq. Governor of 
the Ifland of Alderney, by the Right 
Hon. Henry Dundas, one of his Ma­
jefty’s principal Secretaries of State, 
dated Alderney, the 25th of December 
3797.

I HAVE the honour of informing 
you, that yefterday afternoon, at three 
o’clock, a French cutter privateer had 
the boldnefs to chace the Ann cutter, 
of Haffings, clofe under one of our bat­
teries, which ihe was juft on the point 
of boarding with her boat, when the 
battery opened and obliged the French 
to flieer off.

Having obferved that the Englifli 
veffel outfailed the enemy whilft there 
Was a breeze, and that the privateer 

was not of great force, I judged it pro­
bable that flie might be captured by the 
troops of the garrifon, and therefore 
ordered a detachment, with an officer, 
to embark in the fame veffel that had 
been chaced, and in another that for­
tunately happened to be in the Road, 
having previoufly promifed fome gra­
tuity to the owners, and in a few hours 
I learned, with much fatisfaftion, that 
the privateer was brought into our 
harbour.

She proves to be the Epervier, Cap­
tain Fierce, with 24 men, mounting 3 
guns, 2 fwivels, and fmall arms, be­
longing to Dunkirk, but fitted out from 
Cherburgh, on a fortnight’s cruize, 
from the 17th inft. had, on the 21ft, 
taken the brig Ann, Le Hirrek mafter, 
from Gafpe to Jerl’ey, with fifh, and 
yefterday morning a fmall veffel bound 
from hence to England, both which 
captures had been noticed from this 
Ifland.

I cannot too much praife the readi- 
nefs and alacrity (hewn by Major Gor­
don, the officers, and foldiers of the 
garrifon, in the execution of my orders 
on this occafion ; for the day was fo far 
fpent, that one quarter of an hour’s 
delay might have fruftrated all our 
exertions ; but I am in duty bound to 
teftify my particular obligations to 
Town-Major Hainell, who (elicited to 
be employed, and inftantaneoufly em­
barking, effefted the capture without 
any lofs.

I am further happy in reporting, that 
our battery was well ferved, as out of 
three fhot fired within reach, one paffed 
through the enemy’s fails, and another 
killed a man on board.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, JAN. 2, 179$.

Extra fl of a Letter from Captain Edzuard 
Griffith, Commander of bis Majejly's 
Ship Niger, to E<van Nepean, Efj. 
dated at Spithead the i()th ult.

YES TERDAY, the StartPoint beard­
ing North about fuven leagues, I cap­
tured, after a few hours chace, the Dclr 
phine, a French privateer cutter, 
pierced for 10 guns, 4 mounted, and 
38 men on board. She failed from Sr. 
Maloes fix days ago, in company with a 
lugger ; had captured the Aftive Bri­
gantine, of Jerley, and had been beat 
off he night before we fell in with her 
by an Englilh letter of marque.

Copjf
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of a Letter from Captain David 
Lloyd, Commander of bis Majefiy’s Sloop 
Termagant, to 'Evan Nepean, Efq. dat­
ed at Hull the 30 th ult.

SIR,
YOU will be pleafed to inform the 

Right Hon. the Lords Commiffioners 
of the Admiralty, that on the 28th inft. 
the Spurn Point bearing W. N. W. 
diftant four leagues, I captured, after 
a chace of four hours, the French pri­
vateer fchooner Le Viftoire, of 14 guns 
and 74 men. She had been out ten 
days, had captured two colliers, and was 
in purfuit cf an Engiifh merchantman 
when I firft difcovered her.

I have the honour to be, &c.
DAVID LLOYD.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, JAN. 9, 1798. 
Copy of a Letter from the Right Hon.

Admiral Lord Bridport, K. B. Admiral 
of the White, &c. to Evan Nepean, 
Efq. dated the 'jib inJiant.

SIR,
HEREWITH you will receive a 

copy of a letter from Captain Newman, 
of his Majefiy’s Ihip Mermaid, which 
I tranfmit for their Lordfhip’s in­
formation.

I am, Sir, &c.
BRIDPORT.
Mermaid, at Sea, 

fan. 1, 1798.
MY LORD,

I HAVE the honour to acquaint 
your Lordfhip, that yefterday (Belleifle 
bearing E.N.E. thirty leagues) I fell 
in with and captured L’Aventure letter 
of marque, formerly the Onflow Gui­
neaman, of Liverpool, mounting 10 four 
and 2 eight pounders, and had onboard 
when captured 190 men j fhe failed 
from L’Orient on Thurfday laft, in 
company with two other privateers, 
one of 30, and the other of 24 guns, and 
had not captured any thing.

I have the honour to be, &c. 
JAMES NEWMAN.

Admiral Lord Bridport, K. B.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, JAN. 13, 1798. 

Copy of a Letter from Admiral Sir Richard
King, Bart. Commander in Chief of his 
Maj(fly's Ships and Deffels at Plymouth, 
to Evan Nepean, Efq. dated on board 
the Cambridge, in Hamo axe, the qth 
fan. 1798.

SIR,
YOU. will be pleafed to acquaint their 

Lordfliips, that his Majefiy’s,hired cut­

ter Stag arrived this day with La Zelic, 
French lugger privateer, carrying 4 
guns and 47 men, which fhe captured 
the 5 th inftant, oft'the Start.

I am, &c. R. KING.
Copy of a Letter from Admiral Peyton*  

Commander in Chief of his Majejly's 
Ships and Veffels in the Downs, to 
Evan Nepean, Efq. dated on board the 
Qveryffel, fan. 12, 1798.

SIR,
I HEREWITH fend you inclofed 

a letter I have this day received from 
Captain Lloyd, of his Majefiy’s (loop 
Racoon, of this date, ftating his having 
captured Le Policrate French privateer 
cutter, carrying 16 guns and 72 men, 
yefterday morning, off Beachy Head, 
which letter you will be pleafed to lay 
before their Lordfhips.

I am, &c.JOS. PEYTON.
Racoon, in the Downs, 

fan. 12, 1798.
si r ,

I BEG leave to acquaint you, that 
yefterday morning at feven A. M» 
Beachy Head bearing North Eaft, dif­
tant about feven leagues, I difcovered a 
cutter in the South Eaft, I immediately- 
made all fail in chace, and, after a run­
ning fire of two hours (within mufkett 
(hot), came up with and captured Le 
Policrate French privateer, carrying 72. 
men, and mounting 16 guns, five of 
which were thrown overboard during 
the chace. She is an entire new veffel, 
copper-bottomed, completely fitted for 
three months, and bound to the Weft 
Indies, failed from Dunkirk on Tuefday 
laft, and had not taken any thing. It is 
matter of much concern for me to add, 
that, in confequence of my being under 
the neceliity of carrying a very heavy 
prefs of fail, my deck (the chace being 
on the lee bow) was expofed to a very- 
heavy fire of mufquetry and grape fhot 
from his ftern chace guns, by which Mr. 
George Kennedy, the Mafter, was kil­
led, in whom the fervice has loft a moft: 
experienced feaman and a gallant of­
ficer ; four feamen were alfo wounded $ 
two feverely.

I have the honour to be, &c.
ROB. LLOYD.

fofepb Peyton, Efq. Admiral 
of the Blue,

FROM
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[ FROM OTHER PAPERS. ]
Paris, Dec. 8. The ratification of the treaty of Campo-Formio, of the i*th  of October, was celebrated at Paris with 

great pomp. The Members of the Di­
rectory , in their grand coftume, the Fo­
reign Ambaffadors and Envoys, the Mi- 
niftry, &c. being afl'embled in the great 
Court of the Luxemburgh, General Buo­
naparte, Joubert, and Berthier, made 
their appearance, under repeated Ihouts 
of numerous fpeftators, “ Long live the 
.Republic! Long live Buonaparte ! Long 
live the French Nation !” General Buo­
naparte being prefented to the Directory 
by the Minilter for Foreign Affairs, the 
latter delivered a fpeech of confiderable 
length, wherein, after having paffed an 
ingenious eulogium on his talents, vir­
tues, and exploits, he obferved that a 
new enemy was calling upon ’ him. 
<£ This enemy (he faid) is celebrated for 
his hatred againft the French, and for the 
infolent tyranny he exercifes over all the 
nations upon earth. Let the genius of 
Buonaparte make him foon expiate his 
hatred and tyranny, and di date to the 
tyrants of the fea a peace worthy of the 
glory of the French Republic.”

At the end of this fpeech, General 
Buonaparte delivered to the Prefident 
the Emperor’s ratification of the treaty 
of Campo-Formio, and addrefi'ed the 
Directors in the following terms :

“ Citizens Directors,
6‘ The French people, in order to be 

free, had Kings to combat. To obtain 
a Conftitution founded on reafon, they 
had to overcome the prejudices or eighteen 
centuries. Religion, royalifm, and the 
feudal fyftem, governed Europe tor 
twenty centuries paft ; but with the peace 
which you have concluded begins the 
sera of Representative Governments. 
You have fucceeded in organizing the 
great Nation, whole territory is cir- 
cumfcribed by thole limits only which 
nature herfelf has traced. You have done 
more. The two fineft countries of Eu­
rope, once celebrated for the arts, fciences, 
and great men they produced, fee the 
Genius of Liberty rile from the tombs 
of their anceftors. They are two pe- 
deftals, on which fate is going to place 
two powerful nations. I have the ho­
nour to deliver to you the Treaty figned 
at Campo-Formio, and ratified by his 
Majefty the Emperor. This Peace le- 
cures the liberty, the profperity, and the 
glory of the Republic. When the hap- 
pinefs of the French people fhall be firmly 

fettled on the bafis of the beft and wifeft 
laws, all Europe will be free.”

This fpeech was received with the moft 
enthufiaftic Ihouts of applaule, and an- 
fwered by the Prefident of the Directory, 
who concluded his harangue in the fol­
lowing manner:

“ Citizen General ! crown fo glorious 
a career by a conqueft which the great 
nation owes to its outraged dignity. Go, 
and by the punifhment you infliSt on the 
Cabinet of London ftrike terror into all 
the governments which fhalldare to doubt 
the power of a nation of freemen. Pom­
pey did not difdain to crulh a neft of pi­
rates. Greater than the Roman General, 
go and chain down the gigantic pirate 
who lords it over the leas : go andpunifh 
in London crimes which have remained 
unpunifned but too long. Numerous vo­
taries of liberty wait your arrival: you 
will find no enemy but vice and wicked- 
nefs. They alone fupport that perfidious 
Government; ftrike it down, and let its 
downfall inform the world, that if the 
French people are the benefactors of Eu­
rope, they are alfo the avengers of ths 
rights of nations.”

At the end of this fpeech, the Prefident 
and all the Members of the Directory gave 
him the fraternal embrace 5 and, after the 
ceremony was over,theDireftors,Generals 
Buonaparte and Berthier, the Minifters, 
Foreign Ambaffadors, &c. fat down to a 
fuperb dinner, during which, amongother 
foaris, the following was drank : £< The 
liberty of the fcas ; and may the Repub­
lican armies foon relc-tie them from the 
yoke of that opprefuve government which 
has lb long tyrannized the globe.”

To deprive us of the means offtrength, 
the French Government has had recourle 
to a violent and decifive meafure. All the 
English goods in France -were upon one 
day feized and confifcated throughout the 
republic, on a law which had not beenob- 
lerved. In a meffage to the Councils, 
the Diveflory call for a law more effectu­
ally to prevent the introduction of Eng­
lish goods into France in any manner. 
They even propofe to Ihut their ports a- 
gainft every neutral vefl’el that has touch­
ed at an Englilh port in the courfeof her 
voyage ; to condemn as prizes every fhip 
that has the leaft part of her cargo con- 
lifting of Englilh goods, and they ac­
tually declare war againft ail the maritime 
powers that fhall dare to be the carriers of 
our produce and manufactures.

The French papers ftate, that the En­
glilh goods already feized in Paris only, 

are
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&re in value upwards of three millions. 
The following articles are fubjeft to the 
arbitrary decree:

1. All kinds of cotton velvet; all kinds 
Of woollen fluffs and cloths, Gotten, filk, or 
mixtures of thele ; ali kinds of quilted fer- 
ges, nankeenettes and muflins, wrought 
woollens, cottons, hair-cloth, and ta- 
peflry, known as the manufacture of 
England.

2. All kinds of vvoolles or cotton caps, 
Angle or mixed.

3. Buttons of every kind.
4. AU kinds of plated work, hard­

ware, cutlery, watches, tin-work, and 
other manufactures of Reel, iron, copper, 
block or fneet tin, white iron, or other 
metals, polifhedor rough, pure or mixed.

5. Tanned., curried or dreffed leather, 
wrought or unwrought ; carriages, 
mounted or not mounted ; harnels, and 
all other kinds of fadlery.

6. Ribbands, hats, gauzes, andfliawls, 
known by the name of Englilh.

7. All kinds of ikins for gloves, 
breeches, or under-waiftcoats, and thef’e 
articles manufadtured.

S. Ali kinds of glafs and cryflal, ex­
cept thole for the purpole of watches and 
Ipedtacles.

Sugar refined in leaves or powder.
10. All kinds of crockery or earthen 

ware, of the manufacture of England.
Hague, Dec. 23. Forty-three Ba­

tavian Reprel’entatives have publifhed a 
Manifeftb, ligned by them, wherein they 
declare that they will not accept any plan 
■of a Conlfitution, which is not founded 
on a true Democracy, on the moft perlech 
civil equality, on a regular influence of 
the people on the Government, and on a 

/clearly determined refponfibility, of both 
the Members of the Executive Power. 
This Manifefto was prelented to the 
Convention on the 2iff inftant, fupporttd 
by ten addreftes ligned by the Citizens of 
Amfterdam, and being read, the Amena­
bly prefented one of the molt ftormy 
feenes’ever witpeffed. It was in vain 
that the Prefident put on his hat, and 
called the enraged parties to order. 
They icarce refrained from blows, and a 
confiderable time elapfed before tranquil­
lity could be reftored.

ExtraPt from Admiral de Winter's Speech 
bn his Public Entry at Amfterdam, on 
the qtb of December.
f However mortifying to the feelings 

cf a man who loves his country, the fa- 
tisfaftory treatment I met -with on the

Vol. XXXI1I, Jan, 1798.

part of the enemy, the Englilh, and by 
the humane and faithful fupport and al- 
fiftanee they evinced towards my worthy 
countrymen and' fellow-fufferers, whole 
blood flowed by torrents in their coun­
try’s caufe, have considerably fbftened 
the horrors of my fituation—nay, worthy 
Burghers 1 I mult not conceal from you, 
that the noble liberality of the Englilh, 
Nation, fince this bloody conteft, juftly 
entitles them to your admiration.”

Jan 15, 1798.
Paris Papers Rate officially that there 

has been an infurreftion at Rome, from 
which city the French Envoy (Jofeph 
Buonaparte) has fled, feveral French 
having been previoufly maffacred. Upon 
this lubjeft there is a very long letter 
from the Envoy, written at Florence^ to 
the Miniiler for Foreign Affairs in 
Paris :—

“ On the 26th of December (the En­
voy fays) three individuals called upon 
him at Rome, to tell him, that on the 
following night a Revolution would take 
place j an intimation which he received 
with feme figns of difapprobktioh ; 
though they enquired whether the French 
Government would protect them. At 
four o’clock in the morning of the zSth, 
he was informed, that there was a revo­
lutionary affembly at the villa Medicis, 
com poled of eighty or a hundred perfqns. 
He 'earned, afterwards, that a patrole 
had been attacked by fifty men, , who 
were difperfed, after two of the Papal 
dragoons had been killed. In the mean 
time, feveral perlons had taken the tri­
coloured cockade ; and the French Envoy 
propoled to have thefe arrefted, if their 
names ffiould not be found on hit> lift.

“ While his Secretaries were examin­
ing this lift, twenty of the Infurgents, 
with French cockades in their hats, de­
fired to fee him, fhouting <c Live the 
Republic-—Live the Roman People.'' At 
his command they retired in difeontent, 
and he was' foon afterwards informed, 
that the.ftreet was filled with a crowd, 
amengfirwhem the fpies of the Govern­
ment ffiouted Wive la Republiqu'e louder 
than the others. The Papal crowd fired 
upon this crowd within the preefrifts of 
his palace: on which he defired the fol- 
diers to retire, and prepared to refift 
them. A tedious ikirmifh enfued, in 
which the French General Daphot, who 
was to have commanded the grenadiers 
of the Army of England, and two or three 
others were killed. , The Minifters of 
Spain and Florence then arrived, as well

K. as 
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as forty Papal troops, and the tumult 
began to fubfide 5 but no perfon autho- 
rifed by the Papal Government came to 
concert on the means of entirely deliver­
ing him from the revolters. At nine in 
the evening he let out from Rome for 
Florence. He promifes to fend the Mi­
llifter for Foreign Affairs further details 
relative to the Government of Rome, 
“ and (he fays) to fliewwhat puniftiment 
ought to be inflifted upon it.”

Upon the receipt of this letter, the 
Directory immediately arrefted the Papal 
Minifter of Rome at Paris, and fent or­
ders to General Berthier in Italy, to 
march his columns to the ancient Capitol 
of the world j—and, as a French paper 
remarks, “ the bell of modern Rome has 
probably tolled its laft hour.” Notwith­
standing the extortion it has already ex­
perienced, the venerable city ftill holds 
out too rich and tempting a prey for the 
Direftors not to leize this favourable 
opportunity (moft likely occafioned by 
their own arts) to gratify their infatiable 
rapacity.

St. Domingo, Oct. 20. Capt.—■— 
has arrived on the Mole, with the me­
lancholy and horrid account of a mutiny, on the aid of September, on board the 
Hermione frigate, when Captain Pigot, 
and all his Officers, except the furgeon 
and maker’s mate, were murdered, as 
well as moft of the marines—in all, more 
than forty perfons. They carried the 
frigate to Laguana, and delivered her up to the Spanifh Governor, on a capitula­
tion to be paid their arrears of pay, to be 
received as Spanifh fubjefts, and not to 
be returned, at the end of the war. The 
mutiny was headed by Captain Pigot’s own Coxfwain, who had been in dif­
ferent fliips four or five years with him. He cut off the Captain’s head while afleep.

As foon as Admiral Harvey was ac­
quainted with the circumftance of the 
Hermione frigate, he fent a flag of truce 
to the Governor of the Havannah, re- 
quefting his Excellency to give up the 
ihip and crew. The governor, we tm- 
derftand, affured him, that he had taken 
care that the crew Ihould have no corre - 
fpondence with any Spanifh fliips, or 
with the fhore ; and that he had already 
■written to his Court for inftruftions how 
to aft.
-Jh following letter is given in the Paris 

papers 5 and if genuine., is fitrely a 
full fujiificat ion of the/entente again/ 

a Culprit on whom fo much mocxery 6/ 
pity bat been beftowed.

LETTER OF THOMAS MUIR TO THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTORY.

Paris, Dec. 5—6th year of 
the Fi er. ch Republic.

Citizen Direftors,
Two days have elapfed fince I arrived 

at Paris, very weak, and very indifpofed. 
Permit me to pour out the dutiful and 
grateful effufio'ns of my heart. To you 
I owe my liberty, to you allo I owe my 
life ; but there are confiderations of in­
finitely fuperior importance, which muft 
ftrike my mind with an irrefiftible im- 
pulfe. Your energetic conduft has pre­
served liberty not only in France, but in 
my Country, and in all the nations of the 
world who now groan beneath oppreflion. 
It is unneceflary for me to make any pro- 
teftations of my love for the Republic. 
Until my laft figh I fliall remain faith­
ful to my adopted Country. I fliall reckon, 
Citizen Direftors, the day when I fliall 
have the honour of being admitted into 
your prefence, the happieft of my life ; 
and if I have palled through dangers and 
misfortunes, that moment*  will efface 
their remembrance, and prove a rich 
ccmpenfation.

THOMAS MUIR.
I . ------

The prefent King of Prufll'a has written 
the following letter' to the Executive 
Directory.

Frederic VKilliam III. by the Grace of 
God, King of Prijfia, Margravs of 
Brandenburgb, Archchamberlain, and 
Elector of the Holy Roman Empire, &.c.

To the French Republic, and in its 
name to the Citizens who cOmpofe its 
Executive Direftory.

“ Mighty and dear Friends,
“ Providence having difpofed of the 

days of the King my Father, deceafed, on 
the 16th of this month, and having cal­
led me to the- Throne of my aaceftors, I 
haften to announce to you thefe two 
events, perfuaded that you will take a 
part in the loft I have fuftained, and that 
you will feel yourfelves interefted in my 
acceffion to the regency of the Pruflian 
Rates. I fliall take the greateft care to 
cultivate and cement the harmony which I find happily eftabliflied between the two 
nations ; and for that purpofe I pray 
Ged, high and dear Friends, to have you 
in his holy keeping.

Your good Friend, 
FREDERICK WILLIAM. 

jBerHp, Nov. 17/1797.
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^JpriE Duke of Bedford was fur charged 
for twenty five fervanfs, in addition 

to twenty-fix which he had entertained. 
I hey ailed in the following capacities :

Porter, i Helpers, 2i 
Gardener, i Gamekeeper, i 
Poftillion, i

The appeal lafted near an hour and a half., 
during which time the Duke endeavour­
ed to convince the Cominiffioners, that 
the omiffion arofe folely from his idea, 

that as the helpers did not wear a live­
ry, and were engaged by the week, they 
were not liable to the dutyd' As he could 
not be fuppoied to have wilfully evaded 
the tax, he conceived the Commmiffioners 
bad the power to relieve him from the pe­
nalty, and requefted of them to do it, as 
he thought obliging him to pay the pe­
nalty would fix a ftigma on him, of which 
he was not delerviiig. But the Commif­
fioners (being of opinion, that as the fer- 
vants beforedefcrihed were fpecially nam­
ed in the aft of parliament, there could not 
be a doubt ,in the mind of any perlon read­
ing that aft for information, of their lia­
bility to the tax) did not think themfelves 
at liberty, under thefe circuraftances, to 
remit the penalty ; they therefore confirm­
ed the lurcharge, with the double duty 
on the twenty-five fervanfs before defcrib- 
ed; and allo on feventeen horfes, in addi­
tion to thirty which were previoufly en­
tered.

1798.
Jan. t. The Court Martial on Cap­

tain Willianfilbn pronounced the follow­
ing lenten ce:

At a Court Martial holden on board 
his Majefty’s fhip Circe, in the River 
Medway, and continued fitting by ad­
journments from the 4th of December 
1797 to the ift day of January 1798 in- 
clufive, in purfuance of an order figned 
by the commiffioners for executing the 
office of Lord High Admiral of England, 
■anddirefted to the Members who com­
peted the Court, to try Captain John 
Williamfon, late of his Majefty’s fhip 
Agincourt, upon certain charges againft 
him. The Court, after hearing the evi­
dence on the part of the Profecutor, and 
the defence, together with all the evi­
dence the Prisoner chofe to bring for­
ward; and after having weighed the whole 
maturely and deliberately, arc of opinion 

that the charges of Cowardice and Dif- 
affeftion have not been proved againft the 
fald Captain Williamfon. That the 
other Charges have been proved in part, 
therefore the Court pronounces the fol­
lowing SENTENCE :

“ That the. faid Captain John Wil­
liamson be pur at the bottom of the Lifi 
of Pofi Captains, and be RENDERED 
INCAPABLE OF EVER SERVING 
ON BOARD ANY OF HIS MAJES­
TY’S SHIPS.”

Signed by the Court, &c» 
As foon as Mr. Binftead, the Judge 

Advocate, had concluded the fentence, 
the Prefident informed the Provoft Mar- 
fhil that Captain Williamfon was no 
longer in his cuftody, and the Court then 
diflolved.

The Court was uncommonly crouded, 
notwithftanding which a perfeft filence 
and ftillnefs prevailed. Captain Wil­
liamfon, during the whole of his trial, 
condufted himlelf with much firmnefs t 
he heard the fentence with fortitude, and. 
on retiring, bowed to the Court.

8. By a letter laft from Mr. Handy, 
(thecelebrated equeltrian performer), the 
lofs of the Viceroy packet, from .Liver*,  
pool to Dublin, is.confirmed. Mr. Han­
dy loft feventeen horfes and twenty-feven 
perlons belonging- to his company (in­
cluding their families) were on board. 
Among thole who unfortunately perilhed 
were the admired child of promife (Mr. 
H.’s daughter), Mr. Robinlbn, his wife, 
and four children ; Mr. Carr, his wife, 
and two children ; the wife of Mr. Da­
vies, with two children. Mr. Handy, 
Mr. L. White, Mr. Davis, and Madame 
Simmonet, were fortunately in another 
packet.

SURRY SESSIONS.
’The. King w. Ifaac Rdwlinfon.

This was a profecution againft ths 
driver of one of the Greenwich ftage- 
coaches, who, in driving a race with one 
of his brethren of the' whip, drove with 
fuch violence againft one of the lervants of 
her Royal Highnefs the Princels of Wales 
in the month of Auguft laft, whilft he pre­
ceded her Royal Highnefs’s carriage, as to 
throw him and his horfe down into a ditch, 
whereby he narrowly efcaped with his 
life.

Ingram, another coachman, fubmitted 
himlelf foon after the offence was com-

K z mitted 
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knitted, and foroe very refpefiable inhabi­
tants in the neighbourhood of Greenwich 
having petitioned her Royal Highnefs in 
his behalf, his apology and fubmiffiori 
were accepted. No fuch apology having 
been made by Rawlinfon, a bill of indict­
ment was preferred and found againft him 
at the laft Michaelmas feffions at King- 
lion, upon which he was this day arraign­
ed, when he moved, by his counl’el, to 
plead guilty to the charge, and to fubmit 
to a fmall fine, upon the ground of his 
having alfo made a fatisfaftory apology 
and fubmiffion to their Royal Highnefles 
the Prince and Princefs of Wales.

The Court being fully fatisfied that 
fuch an apology had been made, and par­
ticularly that her. Royal Highnefs the 
Princefs of Wales had been gracioufly 
pleafed to forgive the prifoner for the of­
fence he had committed;

Lord Grantley, the chairman, after 
commenting upon the enormity of the of­
fence, and the illuftrious and amiable ex­
ample of moderation and forgivenefs he 
had met with, pronounced the fentence of 
the Court, which was, that he fliould pay 
a fine of fix {hillings and eightpence, and 
give fureties for his good behaviour for 
two years. His Lordihip at the fame 
time allured the prifoner, that if it had 
not been for the gracious interferences of 
their Royal Highnefles, he would , have 
-been fent to the Houfe of Correction, and 
kept to hard labour for that time.

Plymouth, Jan. 13. On the morning 
of the nth, the Cerberus, of thirty-two 
guns, Captain Drew, arrived in Cawfand 
.Bay from Cork, having under her convoy 
the Reynard of 20 guns, and Epervoir, 
of 16 guns, French privateers, which had 
been captured by her in November laft ; 
During the night of the 10th and morn­
ing of the nth, the wind blew from the 
fouthward with great violence, attended 
by a very heavy fea, and for the moft part 
hard rain. This Rate of the weather con­
tinued until about half paft one o’clock, 
P. M. when the wind abated confidera- 
bly, and yeered a little to the weftward 
'of the fouth. All the morning, till that 
time, the Reynard was in great danger of 
driving on the rocks in Fireftone Bay; 
but file fortunately efcaped, and is now 
fafe in Hamoaze. As loon as the gale 
abated a little, Captain Drew, of the Cer­
berus, Mr. James Drew, acting lieute­
nant of the fame fhip, and nephew to Cap­
tain Drew, Captain Pulling, late of the 
Penguin, of 18 guns, now on the Cork 
Ration, Mr. Poore and Mr. Daily, mid­
shipmen, Captain Drew’s coxlwaia, and

a black fervant belonging to Captain Pul­
ling, together with a boat’s crew of fix 
failors, left Cawfand Bay in the Cerbe­
rus’s barge, and fleered for Hamoaze, 
Captain Drew having letters from Admi­
ral Kingfmill, at Cork, for the port ad­
miral here. They made their paflage 
very fafely, though the fea ran very hol­
low, until they came abreaft of Redding 
Point, and at the opening of Hamoaze; 
but about two o’clock P. M. as they 
were palling the bridge, a very narrow 
channel, fituate between Mount Edge­
combe and St. Nicholas’s Ifland, they 
found, notwithftanding the wind had 
much abated, that the fwell of the fea, 
there was very heavy, occafioned by the 
then ftrong ebbtide from the harbourrun­
ning counter to the foutherly wind and 
fea, the ground beneath being very 
rocky, and the water flioal. Although we 
may fairly prefume that the utmo't care 
was taken by Captain Drew to guard a- 
gainft accidents,.he could not prevent the 
melancholy fate which awaited him and 
his companions : when they got abreaft 
nearly of St. Nicholas's Ifland, a heavy 
fea broke into the boat, which rendered 
her fituation very dangerous, Captain 
Drew now became alarmed, and inftantly 
pulled off his coat to be prepared for the 
worft, at the fame time advifing all hand‘s 
in the boat to confider of the heft means 
of laving their lives, in cafe any frill more 
imminent danger ffiould arile. His fears 
were foon realized, for the fea which firft 
ftfuck the boat was inftantly followed by 
two others, by which fire foundered, and 
dreadful to relate, every perfon on board 
her, except two of the failors, perilhed 1 
Not being able to fwim, each of them 
fecured an oar, and on thefe they were 
driven to the rocks at Mount Edgecombe, 
by which means their lives were provi­
dentially preferred. Captain Drew was 
obferved by thefe men for fome time com­
bating the waves, and endeavouring to 
reach the fliore, but his ftrength being 
exhaufted, he funk in their fight : his coat 
has been fince picked up, and the letters 
for the port admiral found in the pocket 
of it. Captain Pulling had been lately 
promoted to the rank of Poft Captain, 
and took paflage from Cork in the Cer­
berus, to join his Majefty’s fliip Hin- 
doftan,of 54 guns, now fitting in this har­
bour for a ftore-fhip, to the command of 
which he was juft appointed by the Lords 
of the Admiralty. A fhort time fince, he 
married a daughter of Admiral Kingf­
mill, whom, among many other dear re­
latives, he has left to deplore this dread- 
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ful cataftrophe. Captain Drew was un­
married, but has many very near relations 
at Saltafn, about four miles from the fpot 
where the accident happened, to lament 
his unhappy fate.

Captain Drew and Captain Pulling 
were both officers of exemplary charac­
ters in their profeffion, much beloved by 
their officers and men, and have rendered 
their country eminent fervices during the 
time they have been cruizing on the Iriffi 
ftation. In fhcrt, at a period like the 
prefent, when great exertions are necefl'ary 
to defeat the defigns of a dangerous ene 
my, the lofs of fuch men is to be deplor­
ed by the country in general. Several of 
the dead bodies have been taken up, but 
we cannot find that either of the officers is 
among the number.

A GENERAL BILL 
Of all the Chriftenings and Burials, from 

December 14, 1796, to December 12, 
1797. _ ...

Chriftened in the 97 pariffies within
the walls, 1180

Buried, 1179
Chriftened in the 16 pariffies without

the walls, 4414
Buried, 3572
Chriftened in the 23 out-pariffies in

MiddlefeX and Surry, — 8654.
jBuricd, — 7447

Chriftened in the to pariffies in the 
city and liberty of VVcftminfter, 4397

Buried, — —- 4816

Chriftened | ^a^es 9 15 ? gg j 8 64$
I remales 9030 J

Buried j Males 8577? inaUj^OI^
C Females 8437 J ‘ 

WHEREOF HAVE DIED,
Under two years — —- '5110
Between two and five -— 1422
Five and ten —— —• 606
Ten and twenty — — 581
Twenty and thirty — 1262
Thirty and forty —- 1692
Forty and fifty — — 1754
Fifty and fixty —■ — 1678
Sixty and feventy — — 1359
Seventy and eighty ------ - 1065
Eighty and ninety — —• 40 x
Ninety and one hundred — 64
A hundred — — 1
A hundred and two — 1
Hundred and three — 1
Hundred and feven — 1
Hundred and feventeen — 1
Decreafed in the burials this year 2274.

There have been executed in Middle- 
fex and Surry twenty-four, of which num­
ber fifteen only have been reported to be 
buried as fuch within the Bill of Morta­
lity.

MARRIAGES.
T ORD Sheffield, M. P. for Briftol, to Lady 

Anne North, daughter of the late Earl of 
Guildford.

Janus Traill, efq. of Lincoln’s Inn, to Mifs 
Porter, youngeft daughter of the late Sir 
James Porter.

Samuel Bofanquet, jun. efq. to Mifs What­
man, of Vintners, in Kent.

Pafcoe Grenfill, efq. of Taplow, Bucks, 

to Mifs Georgiana St. Leger, youngefl daugh­
ter of the late Lord Doneraile.

Thomas Seward Beachcroft, efq. to Mifs 
Charlotte Lewis, of Frederick’s place.

William Phillips Inge, efq. to Lady Eliza­
beth Euphemia Stewart, daughter of the Ear| 
of Galloway.

Andrew Racket, efq. jun. of Moxhall 
park, Warwickffiire, to Mifs Adderley, of 
Coton, Staffprdffiire.

MONTHLY OBITUARY.
pECKMBER 8.

A T Bath, Lieutenant Colonel William 
Horne, of the 48th regiment.

At Brandon, in his 76th year, Mr. John 
Brewer, merchant and quaker.

12. Ewen Cameron, efq. of Glenives, 
near Fort William, Scotland.

13. The Rev. Robert Adkin, reftor of 
Baft and Weft Rainlians, in his 81ft year.

He was nephew of Dr. More, bilhop of 
Ely.

14. At Clifton, Samuel Roycroft, efq.
John Bofquain, efq. of St. Ives, Hunting- 

donfhlre, in his 83d year.
16. William Heath, efq. of Stanftead 

hall, in the county of Effex.
Mr. Fofter Reynolds, of CarChalton, linen 

bleacher.
At



MONTHLY OBITUARY.

At Walwerth, in his 76th year, John 
Lodge Cowley, efq. F. R. S. formerly pro- 
feffbr of mathematics at the royal military 
academy, Woolwich.

17. At Edinburgh, Mr. James Gordon, 
principal accountant to the Britifo linen 
hank,

19. William Smith, efq. one of the clerks 
cf the treafury.

Mr. William Heathfield, of Bethnal-green.
Lately, at Belmont, Thos. Lowfield, efq.
?o. Mr. William Holrnuden, of Chatham, 

in his 83d year.
21. Mr. Willjam Midford, furgeon, of the 

Ciefcent, Minories.
A. Holbeche, efq. of Slowley hill, War- 

wiekfliire, by a fall from his horfe in hunt­
ing.

At theManfe Kilrenny, Scotland, the Rev. 
Mr. William Beat, in the 87th year of his 
age.

22. At Bangor Ferry, Fewfter Johnfon, 
efq, of Ilchefter hill, in the county of Durham, 
and colonel of the loyal Durham feneible in­
fantry.

24. Richard Rayley, efq. of Peckam, 
Surry.

At Wells, the Rev. T. Payne, M. A. one 
of the canons refidentiary of the cathedral 
ohurcli, and reftor of Llangattock.

26. At Camberwell, Mr. Abel Dickens, 
formerly ironmonger in Leadenhall ftreet, 
and one of the common council of Aidgate 
ward.

John Wilkes, efq. aiderman of Farringdon 
Without, and chamberlain of the city of 
London. (Seepage 17.)

At Bath, Knight Michell, efq, late of 
Fulmore, Huntingdonlhire.

Mr. John Eaft, of Crifpin-ftreet, Spital- 
fiflds.

27. At Camberwell, Mr. Thomas Mac 
Gregor.

Mr. John Crozier Hart, fon of the late 
Aiderman Hart.

Mr. Thomas Balle, of Exeter, aged 73, 
upwards of forty years chief clerk of the 
cuftoms of that port.

Lately, in St. Andrew’s-fquare, Edinburgh, 
aged 72, Charles Steuart, efq. formerly fur- 
veyor-general in North America.

20. Mr. Jeremiah Rudfdell, of Northamp­
ton.

At Dover, Robert Colt, efq. of Atildame.
3c. In Dublin, Mr Thomas Blanchard, 

late of Covent Garden Theatre, a viftim to 
intemperance, on account of which he had 
been difmifltd horn his fituation on the Lon­
don flage.

31. At Foulkftone, Mr, William Collins, 
©f Brehcbley, in Kent.

Lately, at Charlton, in Hampfhire, the 
Rev. John Newcome, aged 28, fon of Air. 
Newcome, of De von/hi re-place.

1798.
January i. At Oxford, Dr. Timothy 

Neve, prebendary of Worcefter, and mar- 
garet profeflor of divinity in the univerfity of 
Oxford. He was of Corpus Chrifti college, 
Oxford, where he took the degree of M. A. 
Feb. 22, 1744 B. D. Feb. 27, 1753 ; and 
D. D. July 13, 1758. He was author of

(1) On Teaching with Authority. A 
Vifitation Sermon, 8vo. 1747.

(2) The comparative Bleifings of Chrif- 
tianity. A Sermon preached before the Uni- 
verfity of Oxford, July 8, 1750, Svo.

(3) Animadverfions on Mr. Phillips’s 
Hiftory of the Life of Cardinal Pole, Svo. 
1766.

(4) Eight Sermons preached before the 
Univerfity of Oxford in the year 1781, at the 
Lecture founded by the Rev. John Bampton, 
Svo, 1781.

2. Mrs. Patton, wife of Capt. Patton, in 
the Eaft India Company’s fervice.

At Middleton, near Edinburgh, Robert 
Hepburn, efq, of Clerkington, one of the 

■commifii oners of cuftoms in Scotland.
3. Mr. Edward Hall, apothecary, and fe- 

cretary to the Whig Club.
William Allen, efq. at Blackheath.
Mr. Noble, of Bretton, near Wakefield.
4. Mrs. Allen, wile of Ralph Knight 

Allen, efq. of New Houfe, tn the county of 
Eflex.

At Dawlifh, in Devon/hire, in his 25th 
year, the Rev. Thomas Palmer.

Mr. Thos. Wright, late of the houfe of 
Smith, Wright, and Gray, bankers in Lom- 
bard-ftreet, aged 75 years.

At Ackworth, the Rev. Charles Butler, 
vicar of Bolton apud Dearn.

6. Mr. Francis Kemble, of Swithin’s- 
lane. f

Mr. Noble, of Pontefract, furgecn and 
apothecary, in his 40th year, brother of the 
above Mr. Noble..

Lately, at Staunton Mill, Northampton- 
fliire, Mr. William O/bom, miller.

8. Sir Ralph Milbanke, father of Lady 
Melbourne.

At Southampton, Major Lockhart Ruflell.
Mr. William Gunn, of Gamlborough, 

aged 79 years.
9. Mr. Thomas Edgerton, of Giltfpur- 

ftreet, Weft Smithfield, in his ySrh year.
At the Hot Wells, Briftol, Lord Lifle.
At Hull, in his fecond mayoralty, and in 

his gift year, John Banks, efq.
10. Mr. Thos. Bleary, one of the yeomen 

of the guatd.
, • Mrs,



monthly obituary.
.Mrs. Vefey, of Laytonftdne, Eflex, widow 

of Thos. Vefey, clq.
Mr. Walter Grove, mafter of the King’s 

head, at Rocheiter, by a wound with a plflol 
from lootpads, near Shooter’s hill, a few days 
before.

ii- J. Kingftone, efq. of Upper Harley- 
flreet.

At Hull, General Adams, aged 68, for­
merly in the Eaft India Company’s fervice, 
then in garrifon at Hull.

12. Mr. James Bazil, Winchefter-ftreet.
Lady Beauchamp Pro&or, widow of the 

late Sir William Beauchamp Prottor, of 
Langley park, Norfolk.

At AlreSfoid, Oliver Beckett, efq.
13. Mr. John Lewis Baumgartner, mer­

chant, in his 68th year.
Mr. John Martin, attorney.
Mr. John Pinchbeck, ci fohn-ftreet, St. 

George’s in the Eaft, aged 87.
Lately, at Afliby - de-la-Zouch, aged 76, 

Thomas Kirkland, M. D. He was author 
cf

(1) A Treatife on Gangrenes, in which 
the cafes that require the ufe of the Bark, 
and thofe in which it is pernicious (unlefs 
joined With proper correctives), are afcer- 
taincd : and the objections to its efficacy in 
the cure of Gangrenes confidcred, Svo. 1754.

(2) An Eflay on the Methods of fup- 
preffing Haemorrhage from divided Arteries, 
Svo. 1763.

(3) An Eflay towards an Improvement in 
the Cure of thofe Difeafes which are the 
Caufesof Fevers, Svo. 1767.

(4) A Reply to Mr, Maxwell’s Anfwer to 
Mr. Kirkland’s Eflay on Fevers, wherein the 
Utility of the Practice offupprefllng them is 
further exemplified, vindicated, and en­
forced, Svo. 1769.

(5) Obfervations upon Mr. Pott’s General 
Remarks on Fractures, &c. Svo. 1770.

(6) Appendix to the Obfervations upon 
Mr. Pott’s General Remarks on Fractures, 
Svo. 17'71..

(7) A Treatife on Child-bed Fevers, and 
on the Methods of preventing them, &c. 
Svo, 1774.

(8) Anirrradverfions on a late Treatife on 
the Kink Cough, Svo. 1774.

(9) Thoughts on Amputation. Being a 
Supplement to the Letters on Compound 
Fractures, and a Comment on Dr, Eelguer’s 
Book on this Operation, &c. Svo. 1780.

(10) An Inquiry into the prefent State cf 
Medical Surgery j including the Analogy 
betwixt external and.internal Diforders, and 
the Inseparability of thefe Branches of the 
fame Proieflion, Vol. i, Svo. 1783. Vol. ii. 
Svo. 17S6.

(11) A Commentary On Apop’eA’c and 
Paralytic Affections, and on the Diieafes 
connected with the fubjeft, Svo. 1794.

(jz) Obfervations on the Ufe erf Spurge 
after Amputations, M.td. Obs. & Ing. Vol. ii.

34 .. William Stone, efq. of Robert-ftreet, 
Adelphi.

Thos. Brandon, efq. of Upminfter, Eflex, 
aged 75.

15 At Benington, Herefordshire, in her 
66th year, the honourable Mrs. Harley, wife 
of Thos. Harley, efq. ■

At Hull, the Rev. Thos. Browne, late of 
Bridlington, in his 26th year.

16. Mr. Crippen, of Great Tower-flreet.
Thos. Greenhill, efq. cf Watford, Hert­

fordshire.
17, Thomas Watfon, efq, ofEaftcot.
At Hatfield, Dr. Francis Penrofe, of 

Stonehoufe, Plymouth,
At Greenwich, Mr. Thos. Cobham, many 

years a furgeon in the navy.
At Clifton, near Briftol, General Sir John 

Dalling, K. B.
18. Mr. Cobham, watchmaker, of St, 

John’s-ftreet, Clerkenwell.

DEATHS ABROAD.

July 20. In St. Dominica, Capt. An­
thony Wingrove, of Bath, Brigadier-Major 
to Brigadier-General Blundel.

Aug. 17. At St. George, in Grenada, 
Mr. Robert Boulter, of Bath.

Sett. 17. At Rofleau, in Dominica, the 
Right Hun. Lady Georgina Johnflone,fecond 
daughter of the Earl of Hopetown, and wife , 
to toe Hon. Cochrane Jobnftone, governor 
of that ifland.

Lately, at Dcmerara, George Frederick 
Parry, efq.

Nev. 30. At Plfa, William Henry Lamb­
ton, efq. M.P .for Durham.

Dec. 15. At Hanau, Sir Alexander 
Crawford, late Englifh commiflary with the 
Auftrian army.

Jan. 28, 1797. At Dacca, in Bengal, 
Charles Taylor, efq. a fenior merchant in the 
Eaft India Company’s fervice.

In his paflage from the Weft Indies t® 
America, Robert Matters, M. D. phyfician 
to the Britilh forces at St. Domingo, and 
late of Great Pulteney-ftreet, Bath.

Dec. 23. His ferene highnef*  Frederick 
Eugene, reigning duke of Wirtemberg, at 
his palace at Stutgardt, aged 65 years, eleven 
months, and two days. He was born the 
21ft of January 17325 Succeeded his brother 
Louis Eugene the 20th of March 1793.

In the Eaft Indies, Lieutenant-Colonel 
John Cox.
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