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ANSWERS to CORRESPONDENTS.
Another Cantab—A Hymn to Spring—A Talc—IT. P.—L. S.—Sartor* — and Hibernian, 

are received. .
The Prologue and Epilogue from Dover are obliged to be poftponed until next Month.

’ As is alfo Caujldicus's favour.
We defire to fee the Letters mentioned by Savoia.
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THE

PREFACE.

A T the commencement of a new volume, and of a new year, it is in- 
x cumbent on the Proprietors of the European Magazine to ac­

knowledge their obligations to a generous Public for the patronage they 
have received. From a long and careful obfervation, they are convinced 
that a Magazine, to be fuccefsful, muft deferve fuccefs. Unfupported by 
merit, not all the efforts of novelty, the arts of bufinefs, or the exertions of 
intereft, can infure its fuccefs ; unfupported by merit it muft fall. Hence 
it is, that though this fpecies of publication is fufficiently numerous, few 
arrive at any maturity ; they appear and depart, they depart, and arc for­
gotten.

ImprefTed with this conviction, the Editors of this work will not fuflfer 
their vigilance to be furprifed, nor their attention diffipated, by foreign 
purfuits. They are not infcnfible that the Public have a claim on their 
induftry, and they do not confider their employment as infignificant or 
degrading. Of late an importance has been annexed to Magazines, which 
has exalted them to a very refpefcable rank in the literature of the nation: 
and juftly ; as productions of this kind have been often known to infpire 
a tafte for knowledge imperceptibly.—And while they infpire it, they 
gratify it too. They fteal fome moments from the round of diflipation ; 
they relieve the minds of men of bufinefs, who cannot eafily pafs from fe- 
vfere labour to fevere ftudy ; and they preferve the dangerous idlenefs of 
many from worfe employment. Hence writers of the firft abilities and of 
acknowledged reputation have not difdained to enrich them with their 
ftudies, to grace them with their wit, and warm them with the boldeft 
flights of invention. Confcious of this, the prefent Editors will be ever 
on their guard, and do not defpair of railing a ftrudture which neithe? 
their country nor themfelves will be alhamed to own.

Of the various objects of a periodical Mifcellany, the hardeft talk is 
Rejeftion. Many performances are daily fent, which either from their 
fubjedt are improper, or from their length inconfiftent with the plan of 
this Magazine. Our materials, for fome time paft, have been increafingly 
numerous ; and we can aflure our Correfpondents, that their favours will 
be perufed with candour, and not haftily thrown afide. We have, on a 
• ormer occafion, pointed out what we would willingly give the preference 
to ; and in the prefent overflow of contributions, think it not improper to 
repeat them. They are Effays moral and literary ; fuch as illuftrate dark 
parages of Hiftory; Biographical Anecdotes of Men of Eminence, either

B ? Jiviw



iv PREFACE.

living or dead ; Letters on Erudition and Criticifm ; original Letters of 
celebrated Perlons ; and Accounts of new Inventions, or remarkable Cha- 
raflers. They are already in poffieffion of many pieces within thefe de­
scriptions, which are intended for future Numbers, and rely on the libe­
rality of their Friends for a freffi fupply before thefe are exhausted.

In one department they are confcious of their fuperiority over every 
competitor, and feel fome exultation when they refer their readers to the 
Engravings with which they have ornamented their work. Thefe, they 
truft, will bear the mod rigid, com parifon with any thing that can be pro­
duced by the bell rival publication. In this particular they can confi­
dently fay, that if any change in future is to be obferved, it will be by 
improvement. They are already in pofieffion of many fubjeds for Plates, 
which are in the hands of Artdls who will neither difgrace themfelves nor 
the prefent work by halty or flovenly performances. Any hints for the 
improvement of this part of the undertaking will be thankfully received.

To conclude : The Public may rely on the engagements the Proprietors 
have entered into with them being performed ; and they defire no encou­
ragement beyond what they fairly claim from the exertions of diligence, 
circumfpedion,' and impartiality, to produce a work worthy of the patron­
age of the world.

THEATRICAL

P R U R Y - L A N E.

Jan. i. CHE Would and She Would not—• 
‘Harlequin’s Invafion, 

i. Grecian Daughter—Virgin Unmafked. 
3. Wonder—Richard Craur de Lion.
4, School for Scandal—Jubilee, 
e. Fair Penitent—Harlequin’s Invafion. 
t>. Trip to Scarborough—Richard Cceur de 

Lion.
S. Heirefs—Jubilee.
9. Tempeft—Harlequin’s Invafion.
io. Rule a Wife and Have a Wife—Ri­

chard Cceur de Lion.
11. Harnlet—Harlequin’s Invafion.
iz. She Wou’d and She Wow’d Not—Rich­

ard Cceur de Lion.
13, New Way to pay Old Debts------Firft

Floor.
15. Winter's Tale—Ditto.
16. Twelfth Night-—Ditto.
j 7. Jealous Wife-—Ditto.
38. Stratagem—Richerd Cceur de Lion.
19. School for Scandal—Firft Floor.
a®. Trip to Scarborough—Richard Cceur de 

Lion.
a.i. Country Girl—Firft Floor.
23. Othello—Ditto.
■24. Natural Son-Ditto.
2,5. FJeirefs—-Ditto.
0. Maid of the Mill—Ditto.
37. Country Girl—Richard Caur de Lien.

REGISTER, 1787.

29. Cymbeline—Romp.
31. School for Scandal—-Firft Floor.

COVENT-GARDEN.
1. Provoked Wife—Enchanted Caftle.
2. Bold Stroke for a Wife—Ditto.
3. Love in a Village—Ditto.
4. Eieaux Stratagem-—Ditto.
5. Love for Love—Ditto.
6. Funeral—Ditto.
8. Zenobia—Ditto.
9. He Would be a Soldier—Ditto.

10. Love in a Village—Ditto.
11. Love Makes a Man—Ditto.
12. He Would be a Soldier—Ditto.
13. Artaxerxes—Ditto.
15. Merope—Ditto.
i4>. He Would be a Soldier—Ditto.
17. Love in a Village—Ditto.
18. Merry Wives of Windfor—Ditto.
19. He Would be a Soldier—Ditto.
20. Artaxerxes—Ditto. ,
22. Love in a Village-—Ditto.
23. Provoked Wife—Ditto.
24. Love Makes a Man — Ditto.
25. He Would be a Soldier-—Ditto.
26. Provoked Hufband—Hob in the Well,
27. Orphan—Man Milliner,
29. Romeo and Juliet—Ditto.
31, Rule a Wife and Have a Wife—Three 

Weeks after Marriage,



THE

EUROPEAN MAGAZINE,
AND

LONDON' REVIEW;

For JANUARY, 1787.

For the EUROPEAN MAGAZINE.
An ACCOUNT of the Rev. WILLIAM COXE, AUTHOR of TRAVELS, &c» 

(With an excellent Engraving of Him.)
T F the Editors of the European. Maga- 

> zine feel any particular fatisfaftion in 
the conduct of their work, it arifes from 
the opportunities they have had, at various 
times, of producing to public notice per­
lons who have excited curiofity by their 
genius, or are intitled to applaufe from 
the exercife of it. Several have lately 
been communicated to them which will 
ornament future Numbers ; and the gen­
tleman to whom we arc obliged tor the 
following notices will accept our acknow­
ledgments for the information we have re­
ceived from him. Of Mr. Coxe’s talents 
we, in common with the reft of the world, 
are warranted to join in terms of approba­
tion. Of his virtues, the general eftima- 
tion in which he is held by his friends will 
fpeakmore effedlually than any eulogium 
pronounced by ftrangers, were we difpdfed 
to be, which we are not, the panegyrifts 
of any gentleman whole life or works 
may fall under our confideration.

William Coxe is the fon of Dr. 
William Coxe, a pliylician, and was born 
in Dover-ftreet, on the 7 th of March, 
174-7? O. S. At the age of between four 
and five years he was fent to the fchool at 
Marybone kept by Mr. Fountaine, where 
he continued but a fhort time, being, at 
the age of fix yaars, removed to Eton, 
tinder the care of the Rev. Dr. Barnard. 
At this feminary he continued until June 
1765, when he was admitted of King’s 
College, Cambridge; of which fociety, 
m 1768 he was chofen a Fellow.

At Cambridge he diftinguilhed himfelf 
as a polite fcholar, and obtained, for two 
years fucceflively, the firft prizes for the 
beft Latin diflertatioh? ; and determining 

to devote himfelf to the church, he was,, 
in December 1771, admitted into deacon’s 
orders by the Bifhop of London. In 
March 1772, he was ordained prieft. Oil 
his‘ laft examination for deacon’s orders, 
he wrote a Latin Thelis, with which the 
Bifliop of London was lb well fatisfied, 
that when he applied to be ordained as a 
prieft, Dr. Terrick paid him the compli­
ment of faying, that on the former occa- 
fion he was convinced of his abilities, and 
that it was needlefs to examine him fur­
ther.

Tracing the events of Mr. Coxe’s life, 
we find.him, foon after his ordinatioiX, ferv- 
ing the curacy of Denham near Uxbridge 
for a few months, until he was, without 
any felicitations on his part, appointed 
tutor to the Marquis of Blandford, eldeft 
fon to the Duke of Marlborough, in 
whofe family he remained two years, when 
he retired.

In Oftober 1775, he went abroad with 
Lord Herbert, only fon to the Earl of 
Pembroke, and travelled with him through 
feveral parts of Europe, until October 
1779, when he returned to England. 
During this tour, he wrote “ Sketches of 
“ the natural, civil, and political State 
“ of Swifferland,” in a feries of letters 
to William Melmoth, efq. which were 
publiihed in 8vo. in the fpring of 1779, 
and a fecond edition, in the latter end ®f 
the fame year. During his refidence at 
Peterfburgh, he particularly directed his 
enquiries to the difeoveries which have 
been lately made by the Ruffians in th*  
fea that leparates Alia from America. 
For this purpofehe endeavoured to collect 
the refpeftive journals of the different 

• voyages
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voyages fubfequent to the expedition of 
Beering and Tfchirikoff in 1741, with 
which the celebrated Muller concludes his 
account of the firft Ruffian navigations 
in thofe parts.

Having been informed, in the courfe of 
his refearches, that a treatife in the Ger­
man language, publiffied at Hamburgh 
andLeipfic in 1776, contained a full and' 
exafit narrative of the Ruffian voyages 
from 1745 to 1770 ; and having been af- 
fured that this publication, though anony­
mous, had been actually compiled from 
the original journals, he could not avoid 
confidering it as a work of the higheft 
credit, and well worthy of being more 
generally known and perilled. Its ex- 
afitnefs, as well as authenticity, were fuf- 
ficiently afcertained in a letter written to 
Mr. Coxe by Mr. Muller, who, by order 
of the Emprefs, had arranged the jour­
nals from which the anonymous author of 
the German treatife is laid to have drawn 
his materials.

A tranflation of this treatife, moulded 
however into a fomewhat different and 
convenient form, and illuftrated by occa- 
fional notes and references, Mr. Coxe gave 
the public in a4.r0.volume in 1780, entitled 
« Account of the Ruffian Difcoveries 
« between Aha and America: to which 
tc are added the Conqueft of Siberia, and 
« the Hiftory of the Tranfafitions and 
<c Commerce between Ruffia and China.” 
—This work in the fame year arrived at 
a fecond edition, and a third, we are in­
formed, isnov preparing for the prefs. 
In the next year, 1781, he publiffied a 
{mail pamphlet, entitled, “ Account of 
*« the Prifons and Hofpitais in Ruffia, 

Sweden, and Denmark, with occafion.il 
<< Remarks on the different Modes of 
« Puniffiments in thofe Countries.” Svo.

In 1784, his. greateft work appeared, 
Viz. “ Travels into Poland, Ruffia, 
Sweden, and Denmark,” in two vols. 410.

which has been fo well received, that a fe­
cond Edition was printed in the next year 
17855 and this, we are well informed, 
will, in a ffiort time, be followed by a 
third in Svo. which is now in the prefs. 
Soon after the publication of this work, 
Mr. Coxe was folicited to repeat his tour 
with Samuel Whitbread, Efqj junior, 
and accordingly, in May 1785, he pro­
ceeded in company with that gentleman 
through Flanders, Germany, Denmark, 
Norway, Sweden, Poland, Switzerland, 
and Italy. During this tour he collefited 
further materials for a fupplemental vo­
lume to his Northern travels, and addi­
tions and corrections to his Letters on 
Switzerland. We are informed by a 
Gentleman who is juft returned from a 
tour on the continent, that he met Mr. 
Coxe at Paris, whole reception there and 
at Verfailles was extremely flattering 5 
and that Monf. de Vergennes in particu­
lar paid him the higheft compl merits on 
his literary talents, and the political 
knowledge he has difplayed in his laft 
work. He- returned to England in 
June 1786, and had been fcarceiy three 
weeks in his native country, before he 
received an offer from William Henry 
Portman, Efq; of Bryanfton in Oxford- 
fliire, to fuperintend his fon’s education, 
and to travel with him. This he has ac­
cepted of, and from his future purfuits 
we doubt not but the world will derive 
ftill further information and amufement.

Mr. Coxe, though now arrived at the 
age of forty years, feems to have obtain­
ed neither patronage nor preferment, not- 
withftanding the rank and affluence of 
the perlons with whom he has been con­
nected. This we remark with fome fur­
prize, without any-power of accounting 
for it. His works are at this time held 
in the higheft eftimation abroad, and have 
been tranliflted i.nso moil modern lan­
guages.

The POLITICA.L STATE of the NATION and of EUROPE, for Jan. 1787.
No. XXXV.

The principal and almoft the only to- 
pick of public fpeculation, at the 

commencement of the year, was, the dif- 
pofal cf cur convicts at Botany Bay, 
Norfolk Ifiand, or fomewhere elfe, nobody 
.knew, where !—the Commercial Treaty 
being deferred, by general confent, to 
the meeting of Parliament, the proper 
time of difeuffing it ; and itrange gtieff- 
ings and conjectures there have been 
about it, and about it, without any thing 
being revealed by auihority on the itrange 

novel fubiefit !—We have all along fug- 
gefted that Mini (lets , would want the au­
thority of Parliament for this fuppofed 
yaft expenditure of publick money. How 
and in what manner they have alked for 
this ffinfition, we leave our readers to 
judge for themfelves.

The middle of the month was take» 
up with preparations for, and the afilual 
fulemnization of the Queen’s birth-day, 
on the dav adopted for that purpqfe ; 
which was Aid with a cold kind of folem-

occafion.il
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Jnty, ©n account of the abfence of two 
branches of the Royal Family, whofe 
joint prefence ufed to give life, hilarity, 
and eclat to the joyous part of this convi­
vial rejoicing-day-

In the mean time, advices from the 
centre of Government in the Eaft Indies, 
indicate feme difcontents among the Go­
vernors, in refentment of the abrupt di'f- 
miffion of the Chief Governor, who had 
opportunely Hepped in to fupply the plaqe 
of one returned home before a iucceilor 
was appointed. This may produce lome 
inquietudes among our Nabobs and Na­
bob-makers. The Eaft India Company 
,is in a very odd fituation at prefent, fome- 
what like a fhip guided by two helms, in 
the hands of two different pilots, who 
fleer by different and differing compaffes, 
-—and with different points in view. 
Witnefs the jealoufies and bickerings be­
tween the Board of Direftcrs and their 
new Directors the Board of Controul,— 
here at home Well then may they 
wrangle and jangle abroad.

At length, after long prorogation, 
Parliament has met, and his Majeily has 
addreffed both Houles as ufual, in afpeech 
from the throne ; one of the (horteft that 
we think we ever remember at the open­
ing of a Seliion 1—As the fpeech and the 
correfpondent addreffes leem to have been 
admitted on both Iides of both Houfes to 
pafs pro forma, without dipping into par­
ticulars therein contained or referred to, 
we fliall follow the example, and avoid 
any difeuffion of the one or the other, un­
til feme future proceedings of Minifters 
fliall throw more light upon the fubjeft 
than we can at prefent view it in.

The grand object of publick attention, 
towards the dole of the month, is, the 
Commercial Treaty with France, and the 
reception it meets with from, and the 
proceedings that will be had theieon in 
the Grand Council of the Nation. A 
fubjed of magnitude truly, and conl'e- 
quence immenfe and unknown ; requir­
ing all the care, circumfpeftion, delibe­
rate confideration, and mature judgment 
that the minds of Britons are capable of 1 
-—A miftake in this bufmefs, will be to 
the nation like a falfe ftep in marriage to 
a delicate woman 5 marrying a pi cril gate 
^nd a brute, undoes her for ever.----- We
cannot help thinking our Minifters are 
fbinewhat fool-hardy in this awful and 
tremendous buiinels : they leem little to 
know their own ftrength, ability, and 
negociating talents, compared with their 
counter-parties. A little more modefty, 
*elicacy, and felf-diffidence, would do

them infinite fervice, and the nation 
through them. If they go on carelefs, 
fearlefs, and undaunted, they will affur- 
edly be caught in the fnare which that old 
cunning French fox has artfully fpread 
for them. But if Minifters will run on, 
without looking backward or forward, and 
plunge headlong into the pit of the 
Frenchman’s digging, we hope and truft 
the Legiflature will not be led on by the 
intemperate zeal of a rafli impetuous in­
experienced youth into a fyftem which 
more than threatens national ruin; but 
will aft cautioufly, coolly, and circum- 
fpeclly ifi this momentous confequential 
concern.—If this treaty is really falutary 
and beneficial for Great Britain this 
year, it would certainly be equally fo in 
the next year, abating only the lofs of 
one year’s expected benefit, which 
might be amply compenfated by the 
melioration and improvement it would 
naturally undergo during fo long and 
critical an inveftigation confequently 
neither nation could fuftain any lofs by 
the prudent delay. On the other hand, 
fliould it prove an infidious, injurious, 
and pernicious compact to,Great Bri­
tain, how dreadful the confequence ?—- 
Where might the thifehief end ?—We 
think we fee abundant caufe to dread this 
pretended boon of France to the foils of 
Britain, which our concife plan will not 
permit us to go into the minute detail of 
at prefent. Poffibly, in our next, we 
fliall not deal in bare affections without 
well-founded arguments, and found can­
did reafoning upon them. Above all 
things, we deprecate bafte and rafhnefs 
in the proceedings on the fubjeft, which 
would tend direftly to’certain ruin. C011- 
fider, O Britons 1 in and out of Parlia­
ment, whofe hands weare now in--- the
French Cabinet. Who guides that Ca­
binet ? The aged, experienced, fly, and 
fagacious Count de Vergennes, who, at 
this moment, is leading all the courts of 
Europe in iron or golden chains—or with 
filken cords ; and wants only this nation 

- in his trammels, to make rhe catalogue 
compleat.

The opening Speech of the Irifli parlia > 
ment teems to denounce vengeance againft 
the Whiteboys ! We hope they will firft 
enquire into their grievances, and, where 
they find them well-founded, redrefs them*  
They will then find it a much eafier talk 
to fupprefs all the irregularities and out­
rages laid to be perpetrated by thefe dif- 
contented people. The difeuffion of the 
Commercial Treaty, fo far as it refpefts 
Ireland, we leave to the inveftigation of 
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Irifh politicians, in and out of parliament. 
—We fiiall only lay, that we think, there is 
either too much or too little laid about Ire­
land in the treaty.

The whole French nation is all curiofity 
and warm expectation as to what their 
Grand Monarch is going to do with them 
in the Bed of Jultice which he has fum- 
inoned together 1 They will find it loon 
enough to their coll, when he lays his 
heavy hand of taxation upon them, under 
the function of this femblance of a parlia­
ment, oi body of representatives of the 
people, not of their chufing but of his 
eleHion. Under -this fanCtion of a mock 
parliament, a defpotic prince may fafely 
do what he durlt not name by his own 
arbitrary power.

Spain has undergone a great revolution 
in its interior cabinet, by the removal of 
the monarch from the exercifc of his go­
vernment, on account of infanity, real 
or pretended : we pretend not to be in the 
Secret.------This nation will not probably
Suffer much by tiie derangement; as the 
prefent vicegerent cannot be more devoted 
to the French than his predeceflbr.

The Emperor has found a great deal of 
difficulty to perSuade himfelf to take a long 
journey to meet his beloved Sifter and al­
ly the EmpreSs of Ruifia, on her long- 
expedition to her new-acquired domini­
ons 5 and even after reSolving ha part, is 
yet undetermined as to the whole of the 
way propoled -. So that, from the hin­
drances file meets with, and the hindrances 
he meets with, each in their own way,— 
and the discouragements they thereby 
throw in one another’s way, we are doubt­
ful whether this projected complex jotir- 
xiey will take place at all.—Indeed, con- 
fidering the relative fituations of both in 
their reSpeCtive dominions, we Scruple not 
to pronounce it an impolitic undertak­
ing on both tides, for various obvious 
reaSons j but this we mutt leave them to 
difeufs.

4 N MAGAZINE,

The Czarina’s affairs do not yet wear a 
very promifmg aSpeCt of being finally fet­
tled with the Porte, Since that power 
has affumed a more firm and determined 
afpeft than it wore Some years ago. The 
intermediate dependent nations between 
theSe potentates add to the difficulties and 
uneafinetfes of both thoSe extenlive Em­
pires.

The Ottoman Empire, which has, at 
all times, rebellions raging fomewhere or 
another in its bofom, is not without its 
ui’ual ihare of internal commotions now. 
—Still it holds up its awful head, bidding 
defiance to its numerous potent enemies, 
regardlefs of their entreaties, remon- 
ftrances, and threatenings.------Strange
compofition of a terreftrial govern­
ment 1 incomprehensible to diftant ob­
servers ! —and even thofe who have had 
ample opportunity of viewing it microS- 
copically, can give us but very little infight 
into if.

The new King of Pruffifl Seems to ftudy 
to carry his cup even with all furround­
ing powers, and keep himfelf out of all 
their bickerings, except the internal feuds 
of the Dutch ; in which, however, he 
moves very cautioufly, without burning 
his fingers on behalf of either tide.—It 
does not yet appear, that any other po­
tentate wifhes to put his courage and con­
duct to the tell. His mediatorial office 
in Holland, consequently, goes on very 
quietly and very ilowly. Perhaps How 
and Sure is belt in this as in many other 
cafes.

The States of North America keep 
rufhing more arid more into anarchy, 
Confufion, and political deitruClion. 7 hey 
arc laid to have concluded a treaty with 
the Emperor of Morocco ; much good 
may it do them 1 They will not find it 
a very eafy matter to feed him with pre- 
fents ; and even then they would have 
more work on their hands than ever they 
will be able to perform.

For the EUROPEAN M A G A Z I N E.

SPECIMENS of A N C IE NT ARCHITEOT URE.

PLATE II.

TN pursuance of our promife of prefent- 
* iiig our readers with Specimens of the 
Architecture of their humble anceitors ; 
we now offer to them the following, 
Viz. Plate II.

Fig. i. Reprefents a . Houfe fituate 
% the .cof-ner of St. john’s-lane, in St, 

John’s-ftreet, Clerkenwell.
z- Exhibits a Houfe now {landing in 

Bilhopfgate-ftreet Without.
3. Is the Front of a Houfe now Hand ­

ing in the middle of St. Jokri’s-lane, in 
in St. John’s-ftteet;

To
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To the PHILOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 
Gentlemen,

Some MSS. of a iate celebrated Hiftorian and Critick hiving accidentally fallen into my 
hands, I fend you two of them for infection in the European Magazine. 'J'hey 
appear to have been intended for home periodical work, but why they were fuppreffed 
it is now vain to enquire.

Kenfington, I am, Gentlemen, &c.
Sth Dec. 1786. J). Q.

REMARKS orf Dr. J O H N S O N’s E S S AY on E P I T A P H S.

RE work now about to be confider- 
*■ ed, is not the firft this author has 

given the public, to ihew that a man 
tnay be an'excellent writer, and a moft 
miferable critic. His Effay upon Epi­
taphs lays down rules for monumental 
infcriptions; a fpecies of writing which we 
will venture to fay ought not to fall un­
der the laws of criticifm. If nonfenfe, as 
the poet lays, is eloquence in love, it ought 
to be far more fo in grief—Quis deftderio 
ft pudcr aut modus ? fays one of the belt 
of critics.

It feems never to have occurred to this 
author, that expreffions of grief are to 
be confined to no rules ; that they differ 
according to the habit, temperament, and 
complexion of the party : fome are calm 
and fedate, others vehement and plaintive : 
but a true critic, who, we think, is but a 
learned man of fenfe, will always confi- 
der the effeft which an epitaph has upon 
his own feelings. This Effayift upon 
Epitaphs fays, that they feem entitled to 
more than common regard. “ Nature 
and reafon (fays he) have diftated to eve­
ry nation, that, to preferve good actions 
from oblivion, is both the intereft and 
duty of mankind ; and therefore we find 
no people acquainted with the ufe of let­
ters, that omitted to grave the tombs of 
their heroes and wife men with panegy­
rical infcriptions.” Panegyrical mfcrip- 
tions upon tombs, or at leaft the general 
tife of them, is, we apprehend, of a modern 
date, when compared to the remote anti­
quity in which monumental infcriptions 
came in ufe ; and we believe this author 
can produce few or none preceding the 
Auguftan age. Had he confulted Aldus, 
Tanutius, and other writers, who aie con- 
Verfant in Greek and Roman infcriptions, 
he would have perceived how frugal the 
ancients were of panegyric in their epi­
taphs. Even thole of fathers or mothers 
Vpon their children were confined to the 
following fentiment, which we find in 
Gato Major: “ Citjus a rne corpus cre- 
matum eft: quod contra decuit ab illo 
fneum : the meaning of which is, The 
father performed thofe duties for the fon, 
Vol XI.

which the fon ought to have paid to the 
father. In fiiort, we can by no means ap­
prove of the very extraordinary fancy of 
laying down rules fordifeharging the of­
fices of grief and affe&ion.

Next follows a Differtation on the Epi­
taphs of Mr. Pope. The firft fpecimen 
of our author’s criticifm arifes from the 
firft two lines of that poet’s epitaph on 
the earl of Dorfet :
Dorfet, the grace of courts, the Mufes’ pride, 
Patron of Arts, and judge of Nature dy’d.

“ The firft diftich of this epitaph, fays 
our author, contains a kind of informa­
tion which few would want, that the man 
for whom the tomb was erefted, died.” 
We can fcarcely believe our own eyes in 
reading fuch an obfervation upon two 
lines fo unexceptionable in their fentiment 
as well as competition, that they may be 
juftified by the example of every good 
poet, from the days of Homer to thofe of 1 
Pope. It would be offering even an in- 
fult to any liberal underftanding to bring 
quotations in their vindication, as they 
occur in almoft every claffic page. “ What 
is meant by judge of Nature (fays our 
author) is not eafy to fay. Nature is 
not the objeft of human judgment, for it 
is vain to judge where we cannot alter. 
If by Nature is meant what is commonly 
called Nature by the critics, a juft repre- 
fentation of things really exifting, and 
actions really performed, Nature cannot 
be properly oppofed to Art; Nature be­
ing, in this fenfe, only the beft effect of 
Art ft

This criticifm puts us in mind of a very 
merry device, invented by the profound 
authoi of a three-half-penny book com­
monly called the Child’s Guide :

When the cat’s away, 
The moufe may play.

Mr. Pope is no more ; but we may 
venture to fay, that the loweft dunce he 
laflied in his Dunciad never was guilty 
of fuch a criticifm as this. Does judg­
ment in the arts imply a legal power of 
condemnation and cenfure ; or is there

C fuch
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fuch a hypercritic exifting as to fay, that 
when a man is praifed for being a judge 
of nature and art, he perceives what is 
beautiful in both ? We affirm as dog­
matically as this author does, on the other 
fide, that nature is the object of human 
judgment. Where is the impropriety of 
faying, What judgment do you form from 
the appearance of the weather ? or is 
there a peafant in England who does not 
underftand that phrafe as well as if the 
querift had laid, What opinion do you 
form ?—But let us examine the lentimefit 
as well as the language.

Mr. Pope fays that Dorfet was the pa­
tron of arts, and a judge of nature.—We 
are of opinion that he. could not have, 
with propriety, been the former without 
being the latter. All beauty is either ab- 
folute or relative. Regularity and the 
principles of fymmetry chiefly conftitute 
the former, as may be feen in architec­
ture, and the judicious execution of fome 
mechanic arts. Relative is in fail imi­
tative beauty in two of the fineft arts, 
thofe of painting and poetry. Every 
man admires nature in both arts; but how 
can he judge of either, without knowing 
■what nature is ? Can he, for inftance,
judge of the beauty of an Antinous or a 
Venus de Medicis, without being ac­
quainted with the natural forms of man 
and woman ? What charms can the fin- 
eft landfcape of Pouffin have in the eyes 
©f a man who never faw nature in the iky, 
the wood, or the flood ? and the more in­
timately he is acquainted with Nature, 
muft he not the more exquifitely relilh 
the execution of the artift ?

Though we are almoft afhamed to ani­
madvert upon this critic, yet his charac - 
ter as a writer gives him a claim to more 
indulgence than we can afford to bellow 
upon vulgar authors. We fhalljuft touch 
upon another of his curious criticisms. 
The two following lines occur in the lame 
epitaph ;

Bleil courtier 1 who could king and country 
pleafe,

Yet facred keep his fricndlhip and his eafe.
« Whether a courtier can properly be 

commended for keeping his eafe facred, 
may perhaps be difputable. To pleafe 
king and country, without facrificing 
fricndlhip to any change of times, was a 
very uncommon inftance of prudence or 
felicity, and deferved to be kept feparate 
from fo poor a commendation as care of 
this eafe. I wilh our poets would attend

a little mere accurately to the ufe of the 
word fucred, which furely Ihould never 
be applied in a ferious compofition, but 
where fome reference may be made to a 
higher Being, or where fome duty is ex- 
ailed or implied. A man may keep his 
friendfnip facred, becaufe promifes of 
friendlhip are very awful ties ; but me­
thinks he cannot, but in a burlefque 
fenfe, be faid to keep his eafe /acred-"

We believe there is not a mere jufti lia­
ble application of any word in the Eng- 
lilh tongue, than that of facred in the line 
before us ; and had this criticifm fallen 
from the pen of any other than that of its 
reputed author, we Ihould have pronoun­
ced him ignorant of the common idioms 
of language. Why Ihould not a word of 
heathen original, and which implied no 
more than any thing or place let apart 
from common ufe, be applied to the fame 
purpofe in Englilh ? The two lines, if 
turned into prole, exprefs no more than 
that lord Dorfet was happy in performing 
his duty to his king and country, without 
facrificing his friendlhip or his eafe; mean­
ing that lelf-latisfaflion and contentment 
of mind, without which no true eafe can 
be obtained.

Has not our critic heard of an otium 
cum dignitate ? and what do the lines lie 
quarrels with imply, but an explanation 
of that expreffion ? and we will venture 
to fay, that two happier lines are not to be 
met with in Englilh poetry.

Welhall, in tendernefs to this author, 
forbear to animadvert upon his other cri- 
ticifins on Mr. Pope, becaufe they are 
below contempt. After the moft un­
grammatical charge brought againft the 
two laft lines of Sir Godfrey Kneller’s 
epitaph, for ungrammaticality, that we be­
lieve ever fell from a pen which could write 
Englifli, he omits to tell us what perhaps 
is the only real impeachment that can be 
brought againft that author’s epitaphs, viz. 
that thofe two lines contain an almoft li­
teral, and indeed childifli tranflation of 
Bembo's epitaph upon Raphael;
Ilic ftus eft Raphael; timuit quo fofpite 

‘uinci
Rerum magna par cm, et moriente mori.

We perhaps ought to make an apology 
for the length of this article ; but its ob­
ject carries a great deal of fail in litera­
ture, and being a large hulk, required, in 
the nautical phrafe, a good deal of drub­
bing.

For
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FRAGMENTSbyLEO. No. X, 

The CRITICAL CLUB------TWO PROFOUND GRECIANS,

A/TY lift memoir of our Literary Society
1 concluded with the mention of Torn 

Triplet’s promife that Dr. Omicron, not- 
'vitbftanding the rage with which he had 
,eft us, would certainly attend our next 
Meeting ; at which time we might expert 
iome curious criticifm on the verfes which 
Triplet had put in his hand as a tranfla- 
tion from the Greek by William Cax- 
ton, the father of Englifh printers. Ac­
cordingly, on my entering the room laft 
n,ght, I not only found Dr. Omicron 
Seated at the head of the table, but allo a 
Granger with him, of a very grotefque ap­
pearance. He was tall, bony, and very 
^in. His eyes, which were quick, and 
betrayed much difcontent and fupercilious 
contempt, were moftly fixed on the table, 
and his countenance was remarkably 
fltarp and long. In fhort, he appeared 
to me as a man who had formed fanguine 
cxpeftations, founded on. his idea of his 
°wn merit; and having experienced no­
thing but difappointments, had become 
’tiorofe, felf-conceited, and out of humour 
W1th all mankind. For true it is," there 
are people in the world who confole them- 
‘clves under the molt mortifying proofs 
that the public look upon their abilities 
111 the moft contemptible light, by height­
ening their ideas of their own impor­
tance, accomplilhed genius, and extenfive 
Acquirements ; who, in return for the ne- 
giect with which they are treated, lament 
dnd pity, from their very hearts, the ig­
norance and frivolous difpofition of this 
Regenerated age. Nor was I wrong in 
,ny conje&ures. Dr. Omicron, who fat 
next me, informed me in a whifper, that 

ftranger, Dr. Delta, was a profound 
Grecian j and one of the belt, though 
pAcft unfortunate, fchoolmafters in the 
kll’.gdom ; that he had deviled a mode for 
children to acquire the learned languages 
vaftly fuperior to the common method, 
one principal part of which was, that 
’choofboys fhould be obliged to llecp in 
t le R.ay-time, and to ftudy in the night, ac­
cording to the pra&ice of the molt emi­
nent of the learned of all ages. “ And the 
^vantages of this mode, added he, are 
e‘f-eviderit. In the day-time a thoufand 

Var>ous objects engage the attention of 
y°Uth, and of the aged too. Even a her- 
ntitage has a thoufand things to call off 
°Ur attention in the day-time j the lowing 

and bleating of cattle, the finging of 
birds, the riling and letting fun, the va­
rious appearances of the clouds, and the 
natural anxiety we have about the wea­
ther, all combine to take off even the her­
mit’s attention from itudy : and how- 
much more fo muff be the diftrafting ob­
jects which furround the man who is 
obliged to live in a city, unlefs he has the 
wifdom and prudence to deep by day, and 
devote the night to the ftudy of the Greek 
and other ancient languages the night, 
that bleft feafon”—By this time Dr- 
Omicron, who had begun in a whif- 
per to me, had railed his voice fo loud,’ 
that the room was all attention to him— 
“ The night, laid he, that bleft feafon for 
ftudy, when all nature is ferene and fo- 
lemn, and hardly one intruding objeft to 
divert the mind from its learned purfuits 1 
Hail, facred Night. 1 Well did the wife 
Athenians give thy folemn bird as the 
fymbol of wifdom 1 And what man was 
ever admired for his learning who did not 
ftudy by night ? Impreffed by thefc 
conliderations and great examples, my 
friend Dr. Delta, here prefent, conceived 
the idea of militating night-fchools for 
inftruftion in the Claffics ; but alas 1 he 
has fallen in evil days. Though he has 
tried this excellent methpd in various 
parts of the kingdom, the ignorance and 
prejudiced ftupidity of mothers and mai­
den aunts, aye, and of many fathers too, 
have conftantly defeated his noble inten­
tions ; and, poor man,.he now employs 
his midnight hours in correfting the prefs 
for bookfellers.” “ Aye, aye,Dr. Omicron, 
fays Dr. Delta, this is a barbarous and 
grofs age. It has no relilh for folid learn­
ing ; but this is to me a melancholy fub- 
ject : do let us confole ourfelves with 

• your criticifm on that admirable little copy 
of verfes in the black letter, which you 
ihewed me on your kind vifit the other 
night..”—“ The verfes, indeed,, faid Dr. 
Omicron, have great merit: they have 
the genuine and elegant fimplicity of He- 
fiod and Theocritus ; but after the medi­
tation of feveral nights, I cannot as yet 
determine which of the Greek poets they 
belong to. And it is much to be lament­
ed that the original Greek cannot be 
difeovered, and is perhaps totally loft 
Howbeit, I am convinced, by interna, 
evidence, that it is a tranflation from th

C a Greek
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Greek ; though a learned friend objected 
to me, that William Caxton neither un- 
derftood Greek nor Latin, but tranflated 
wholly from the French and was with­
al fo ignorant of the fublime fictions 
of the ancient poets, that he fancied the 
Eneid, which he tranflated from a French 
verfion, was a true hiflory. But why, I 
replied, might not one Frenchman tran­
slate a feitival hymn or long from the 
Greek, as well as another the Eneid from 
the Latin, from both of which Caxton 
was free to borrow ? But the verfes will 
fpeak for themfelves; they are as fol­
low :

©lete, goose black Wcpe, W, 
me tobar offer inge sees tijou 

bring? of tool e f
(J5ooe parcels it,re? complete, 

^cljal paie mpne pt rip tribut mt et 
anb fui.

to gif mp martial maiSer 
joie,

3nban fcljall be a pillotoe for mp 
Same;

an to plape tlje .prettie hope 
carolietl) m tlje lane.

What elegant and true Grecian firn- 
plicity1 Who can hefitate a moment to 
pronounce it of Greek extraction, when 
Jie confiders the feftival fongs and other 
hymns in that nobleft of languages ? 
But I muff own, that I am not determin­
ed in my opinion of what was the occa- 
fion of this.little morf’el of true Sicilian 
or Aicadian poetry. Strong reafons in­
duce me to think it was no other than a 
fheep-fhearing long ; and other reafons, 
equally forcible, incline me to believe it a 
hymn lung at alblemn facrifice to the in­
fernal gods. In fupport of the firlt fup- 
pofition, it is a fact well known to every 
Gr*ek  fcholar, .that the wealthy proprie­
tor of cattle always gave a feaft to his 
friends and neighbours, when he flreared 
his flieep j and what long more proper 
for fuch an pecafion than that we have 
juft read ? The fhepherd, juft as he is 
going to fliear it, accofts his flieep. Firft, 
with the moft beautiful fimplciiy, he bids 
it bleat, aqd then afks it what offering of 
wool it has got. The flieep then, according 
to the true fpirit of poetry, replies to the 
fhepherd, that (he has got good ftore, a pro­
per and full payment for her yearly paf- 
ture, and the care of the fhepherd. Now 

> the fiblion grows bolder. The flieep ap­
propriates her three lots of wool in the

moft tender and domeftic manner, fetting 
her mailer’s family, as it were, before our 
eves 5 which, we are given to underftand, 
confifted of the mafter, his fpoufe, and 
their little fon. We think we fee the 
“ prettie boye carolling in the lane.”— 
This is poetical imagery indeed, conveyed 
in all the beautiful and affebling fimpli- 
city of Theocritus himfelf. And though 
this ancient fong points out a particular 
family, I make no doubt but the laft 
verfe was varied, according, to the num­
ber and circumftances of the family of 
the perfon who gave the flieep-fhearing 
feaft. But fatisfabtory as thefe reafons 
may appear, much may be laid in fupport 
of the other opinion, that it was an hymn 
fung at a fole.mn facrifice to the infernal 
gods. Now, if we fuppofe the facrifice 
was made by difconfolate parents on the 
death of a dearly-beloved infant fon, every 
thing will be plain and natural. It is a 
fabt notorious, that the Greeks facrificed 
black flieep to the infernal deities, and 
white ones to the celeftial. The prieit, . 
now ready at the altar, accofts the viblim, 
and bids it bleat; that is, give us a good 
omen. And now a matter of great mo­
ment occurs in its proper place. It was 
a cuftom among the Greeks to comb and 
cut off their hair when they devoted tlieni- 
felves to death. Thus we find the Spar­
tans employed on the evening before the 
b.ittle of Thermopylae. To this cuftom 
our unknown poet artfully alludes, and 
makes the viblim, as if confcious of its 
approaching fate, devotes its wool, that is 
its hair, not only to the infernal deities, 
but alfo to the manes of the boy, on whole 
death the facrifice was made. One lot 
of my hair, fays the flieep, iball rejoice 
Pluto, who is here called martial, from 
his finally fubduing the greateft heroes, 
and all their mighty holts. Another lot 
fliall be a pillow to Proferpine, a gift moft 
acceptable to all females : and the victim 
calls her Dame, inafinuch as .fire was foon 
to pafs to her regions. But the moft beau­
tiful of the whole is the very happy and 
delicate manner in which the prieft intro­
duces the manes of thedeceafed boy. He 
ftill retains his innocent and pleafant ha­
bits 5 “ he cardlleth in the lane, that 
is, 'die paflage from the farther fide of the 
Styx.to theElyiiau Fields, whither he go- 
eth to be happy, for he goeth carolling, or 
jinging' Nay, the viblim is made to give 
the youth equal honours with Pluto and 
Pjoferpine; an apotheofis mbft artfully 
and delicately introduced, and no doubt 
highly delightful to the parents. But 
the expreflion that the third lot of wool
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was to playe the pretty boy, is certainly 
a corruption ; lor it cannot be fuppofed 
that the happy ghoft of a boy, on the way 
to Elyfium, ihould hop toplay with a bag 
of wool. The original Greek, therefore, 
neyer had it fo. The word tiled there 
mult have been from the verb yycrfiu ; 
as one would fay, ayu tr Tsp/i) rrnz j and 
he was rt/zt©- or being in eve­
ry point fo koc^oii-.—-which rich mode of ex­
preflion the ignorance of the French tranf- 
lator rendered jouer, and which Mr. 
Caxton as ignorantly followed in his ex­
preflion “ to pl aye the pretty boy,''’ which, 
by the bye, is bad Englifh, as it ufes an 
active verb in,a neutral fenfe. And as to 
the ffreep giving the refponfe, nothing was 
more common in the Greek epigrams ; 
witnefs, to mention no more, one of the 
epitaphs on the divine Plato. But I (hall 
not repeat it in Greek, having the grief, the 
other evening, to find that few of the 
company underftood, or relifhed, that 
moft glorious language. I have, there­
fore, thus tranflated it into Englifh. A 
paffenger fpeaks :
Eagle, why art thou perch’d upon this 

(tone,
And gazeft thence on feme god’s flarry 

throne ?
Then the eagle replies ;
I Plato’s foul, to heav’n flown, reprefent ; 
His body’s buried in this monument.

And this affords a moft convincing 
proof that the iheep-fhearing fong, or fu­
nereal hymn, we have been examining is 
of genuine Greek original : belides, 
were they wanting, a thoufand other 
proofs might be brought.”

“ Indeed they might, laid Dr.Delta; but 
though I perfeftly agree with you, Dr. 
Omicron, that the vprl’es are certainly from 
the Greek, 1 cannot, learned and ingenious 
3s they are, agree with your conjeftures. 
The fame fubject has employed my 
thoughts theie three laft nights, and cer­
tain I am I have hit upon the true occa­
sion of this feftival hymn. Firft, then, 
lt is neither Sicilian nor Arcadian, but 
truly Thracian j and this I prove by its 
being a folemn hymn lung at.the great 
annual lacrifice to Mars, the god of that 
country. Let us examine it attentively, 
f he vidfim is defired by the prieft to. bleat, 
‘hat is, to give an aufpicious omen ; and 
uius.far Dr. Omicron is perfectly right. 
Hut it efcaped him that Mars is partreu- 
larly pointed out both by the colour of 
■!-e vidftim and the nature of the offering. 
Btock fheep were facirficed to the infer­

nal gods: and who fends more ghofts to 
the infernal regions than Mars ? Again, 
To which of the gods is wool fo proper an 
offering as to Mars ? Homer tells us> 
that Neftor’.s helmet was lined with woolj 
andEuftathius, in loco,*n&  all the fcho- 
liafts allure us, that all helmets ufed in 
battle were fo furnilhed. Nay, we have 
the very name of Mars in the text, “ my 
martial maifter.” And the wool is to give 
him joy ; that is, to make the helmet fit 
eafyon his head. And in farther com­
pliment to the god of war, thole that are 
deareft to him are alfo honoured. Venus, 
whom the Iheep very aptly calls her Dame, 
is to have a pillow of wool, which ac­
commodation would no doubt endear her 
embraces to Mars : and Cupid has like- 
wife his fhare. How excellently is the 
god of love defcribed under the charac­
ter of a “ pretty boy carolling in the 
lanethat is, the paflage to the apart­
ment of the lover’s miftreis. Aye aye, Dr. 
Omicron, Cupidlaughs and fings when, in 
our youthful days, be leads us to the fa­
vourite fair'. But that he plays with a 
parcel of .wool is indeed abfurd enough ; 
though I do not agree with you that. Mr. 
Caxton tranflated it fo from the French 
word jouer. I am rather convinced the 
French word was pl air e, to pleafe, and 
that Caxton tranflated it “ to pleafe the 
ppetty boy and therefore “ to playe the 
pretty boy’’ is evidently the miftake of 
fome ignorant tranferiber.—”

Here the two learned Grecians, as dis­
daining anydifputewith people they deemed 
fo little acquainted with the Greek tongue, 
fuddenly rofe and abruptly left the room.

“ And thefe are your learned Grecians, 
Mr. Diftich, faid Tom Triplet, with an 
arch fmiie ! Very deep, indeed ! But to let 
you into the fecret, it was I myicir who 
got the important ve.rfes printed in the 
black letter, on an old bit of dirty paper, 
and they are only my own paraphrate cf 
an old foolifh nurfe’t ’ > wrnch I 
heard a girl in the fields toe .other day 
miftuning to a ws’wci child. The 
wonderful-original is no other than this

Baugh, baugh, black fheep, 
Have you any wool ? •

Yes I have plenty, 
Three bags full:

One for my matter,
Another for my dame,

And one for the naughty boy 
That’s crying in the lane.”

,£ Who can help laughing, faid our pr£- 
fident of the evening, at fu,ch abfurditie%- 
as our two learned Grecians have exhi­
bited. But how many a learned.page is 

loaded 
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loaded with the very fame fpecies of criti- 
cifm, the fame method of converting the 
moft whimfical conjecture into abfolute 
certainty, and of difcovering gold in the 
very drofs of lead. For my part, faid he, 
I laugh at firft when I meet with fuch 
fugacious abfurdities, !uch impudent af­
firming of unfounded data ; but my 
mirth foon finks into melancholy, when I 
confider the miferable wafte of time, in­
genuity, and the knowledge of languages 
(for I cannot call it learning) which feme 
men make, at the very moment when they 
think they are moft learnedly employed. 
The motto of every fcholar ought to be,

Nisi utile est quod facimVs, 
stulTitia est. And he who contri­
butes his mite to laugh out of countenance 
that fpirit of affuming dullnefs, and that 
faftidious gravity of pedantry and hyper - 
criticifm, which vitiates and bewilders the 
literary tafte of our youth, acquits him- 
felf as a worthy votary of the Republic of 
Letters ; and that Republic is indebted 
to him.”

N. B. In the notice in Italic, at the end of 
the I aft fragment of Leo, line 9, in 
place of different, read difficult. See 
our Mag.for laft October, p. 24-3.

To the PHILOLOGICAL SOCIETY.
Gentlemen,

I know nothowfarthe following Anecdote will be acceptable to you 5 butffiould it not 
be agreeable to the plan of your work, I have no objection to its being fuppreffed. 
For mv own part, I do not think that the welfare of fociety is at all affefted by the 
mifdeeds of thofe who have acquired any degree of eminence being known. On the 
contrary, I am perfuaded, when it is feen that, in fpite of confiderable talents, po­
verty and contempt (as in the prefent inftance) generally accompany any deviations 
from the rule of right, it will tend to promote the practice of virtue, and be attended 
with Confequences beneficial to the community.

I am, &c.
D. G.

MRL Della Riviere Manley was con- 
■ 1 corned in the year 1705 with one 
Mrs. Mary Thompfon, a young woman 
who had been kept by a gentleman of the 
name of Pheafant, of Upwood, in Hun- 
tingdonfhire, and then deceafed, in prole- 
cuting a fuit in Doctors Commons, op 
the part of Mrs. Thompfon, as the widow 
of Mr. Pheafant; the objeft of the fuit be­
ing to eftablifh her right of dower out of 
Mr. Pheafant’s eftates, which were about 
x 500I. a year. It appears on the evi­
dence, which is of record in Doctors Com­
mons, that Mrs. Manley and Mrs. 
Thompfon were jointly concerned in the 
prosecution, and that fhe was to have had 
1 col. per annum for her life, if it had fuc- 
ceeded. Theyhad procured one Edmund 
Smith, a very infamous fellow, and then a 
prifoner in the Fleet, to forge a marriage 
entry in the regifter ata church in Al- 
derlgate-ftreet, which was lupported by 
Smith’s fwearing himfelf to have pro­
cmed the parlbn who performed the cere­
mony, and that he and a Mr. Abfon were 
prefent at the wedding. The parfon 
fixed on was one Dr. Cleaver, who ap­
pears from the evidence to have been alow 
and fcandalous prieft, and I believe the 
man who married at the Fleet. Cleaver 
and Abfcn were both dead when Smith 
was examined. The caufe was fupport- 
ed by feme weak collateral evidence, and 

was overthrown by the ftrongeft evidence 
to the wickednefs of Smith’s character, 
and by proof that the entry which Smith 
fwore was entered by Mr. Pheafant him­
felf, was not Mr. Pheafant’s hand-writing, 
and that Mr. P. lived with Mrs. Thomp­
fon as his .miftrefs and not as his wife. 
Upon the whole, Mrs. Manley’s conduct 
in this affair ffiews her to have been a bale 
and .wicked woman, capable of fuborning 
perjury and forgery for gain. It is to be 
noted this was in the year 1705. In the lat­
ter part of queen Anne’s reign ihe was in 
high favour with the Tories, as a party­
writer, and was noticed by Dr. Swift. 
Whether he knew her real character is 
perhaps uncertain. She afterwards lived 
with Swift’s very good friend John Barber, 
aiderman and printer, as his miftrefs : fne 
muft have been fortunate if her bafenefs 
was not known ; if it was, Dr. Swift’s 
friends at leaft are not much credited by 
their connections with her. It is not very 
likely that Mrs. Manley’s conduct was a 
.fecret, as ffie was known as a writer be­
fore 1705 ; and Smith, in his evidence, 
fwears that he firft heard of the caufe be­
ing inftituted at a coffee-houfe acciden­
tally, where Mrs. Pbeafant's caufe was 
talked of; and Mr. Peere Williams, then 
an eminent counfel, was examined as a 
witnefs, fo that the matter was certainly of 
public notoriety.

OPTIMISM;
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OPTIMISM: a DREAM.

By M. MERCIER,

I HAD been a whole day reflecting on 
the good fortune which attends the 

wicked, and the evil that purities the 
virtuous man. Night had fpread its 
wings :—but who can deep on the downy 
bed, whilft the unhappy fuffers—whilft 
his plaintive groans reproach our repofe, 
and awake in our hearts the invincible 
fenfation of pity ? It is not the philofo- 
pher, or, in other words, it is not the 
philanthropift 5—his fenfative foul is too 
clofely connected with the fate of his 
fellow-creature to be unconcerned like the 
wicked man. The virtuous man cannot 
be happy whilft mankind are miferable.

My feeble lenfes gave way to deep, but 
my free and powerful thoughts ftill pur- 
fued my meditations. I did not lofe 
fight of the fate of the unfortunate 5 — 
my imagination was awake, and interelted 
in them. I was ftill irritated, although 
in a dream, at the view this wretched 
earth offered me, where infolent vice 
is triumphant, and timid virtue fcorned 
and periecuted.

I experienced thole torments which a 
man cannot relift who is not wrapped up 
in the Angle point of his o>vn exiftence. 
I walked forrowful in a flow pace acrofs 
the beautiful plains of Azora ;—but 
tranquillity, which reigned over the find­
ing face of nature, did not penetrate my 
heart; Scenes of injuftice, crimes, ty­
ranny, all rulhed into my thoughts.---- -
On the one hand, I heard cries of familh- 
ed indigence difperled in the air; on the 
other, the mad and bluttering exultations 
of barbarous and infenfible beings a- 
bounding with fuperfluities. All the 
miferies which load the human race, all 
the griefs which confume and deftroy it, 
crouded on my memory ; I fighed; and 
the foft, but. bitter, (halt of pity wounded 
my heart delicioufly, and briny tears 
flowed down my cheeks.—I gave way to 
my complaints, and was lb imprudent as 
to murmur againft the Almighty Hand 
that rules the world. I exclaimed,—“ Oh 
God 1 let not mine ears any longer hear 
the fighs of mifery and the groans of 
defpair; let not mine eyes behold man 
deftroying his fellow-creature; no longer 
let me witnefs the fparkling fword of def- 
potifin, or the odious chains of flavery; 
or give me another heart, that I may no 
longer fuffer with an unhappy world..

Alas, thou haft given life to fo many in­
nocent creatures, who did not folieit it ! 
Was it only to fee themcome into the world, 
fuffer, and die?—Sorrow fweeps over this 
afflifted earth like a furious hurricane, 
whilft pleafure is as rare and light as the 
inconftant wing of Zephyrus.”

I was going on with my complaint, 
when I felt myfelf elevated in the air by 
an unknown power : the earth fliook, the 
heavens lent forth their lightning, and 
my terrified fight traced the immenfefpace 
beneath. I perceived I had finned, and 
exclaimed :—“ Mercy, Oh my God, 
“ Ihew mercy , to a poor weak creature 
“ who adores thee, but whole heart is 
“ too fufceptible to human mifery ! In_ 
ftantly my feet were firm on an unknown 
land: I was in a profound obfcurity, 
where I remained fome time ; at length, 
a ray more rapid and penetrating than 
lightning, diflipated the darknefs that 
furrounded me. A Genius adorned with 
fix brilliant wings, prefcntedhimfelf before 
me; I knew him by the celeftial lultre 
which Ihone around his head, by the di­
vine charafters imprinted on his luminous 
countenance, to be' one of the afigels of 
the Molt High.—“ Liften,” laid he, with 
a countenance that infpired me with cou­
rage, “ liften, and no longer confine 
“ Providence, becaufe thou art a ftrahuei’ 
“ to its ways -follow me.” I followed 
him to the foot of a mountain, whole 
fummit reached the Ikies. I afeended, er 
rather climbed. Figure 1 o yourfelf enor­
mous rocks, fijfpe.nded one above the 
other, which'' threatened every inftant to 
fall and crulh the plain. In vain the eye 
fought a phut or tree in the midft of this 
frightful prolpeft, which had a refem- 
blance to animated nature ; nothing was 
to be feen but a range of rocks, half cal­
cined by the thunder-claps. Trembiinr, 
I followed my conductor ; and the roaring 
of lions and tigers, more dreadful from 
the'echo, (truck me with terror ; at each 
ftep I was obliged to iupport myfelf on 
my afliftant angel, and on each fide—Oh 
dreadful light! wretched mortals were en­
deavouring to fcale thofe high rocks, and 
hanging , on their points, but loon over­
come by their efforts, tottered, called in 
vain for help, fell crufhed to pieces, and 
became the prey of tygers, who fought 
for their mangled limbs in the valley.

I dreaded
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I dreaded the fame fate awaited me, 
when the angefi faid to me : — “ Thus 
“ : .idence punifhes inan‘s raili auda- 

city. Why will man penetrate into 
*'•' Impenetrable ? His firft duty
“ . -edge his weaknefs. Every
te . ; .vifibly under the hand of
<■ G-.. -chfafesto pardon you ;
f- : . y’_ enlightens you.”-—At
that i.'.-;?.;,: 'ched my hand, and I
wir •..■<■. if..: dammit of the mountain. 
'i;, g fuiprife ! The decli­
vity we defeemded was an agreeable and 
magnificent garden, where verdure, the 
harmony of birds, and the perfume of 
flowers ench tm.i.-d the fenfes; a fuperior 
charm animated the molt ind fferent being. 
My divine .conduftor fhewed me at feme 
difiance a temple of a molt aftonifhing 
ftrufture; but the way that led tojt was lo 
intricate, it was impoffible to get there 
without a guide.

At our approach, the gates of the 
temple opened; we entered, and they 
were fuddenly clofed by an invifible 
power, with a noife equal to thunder.—

No one can open them, no one can fhut 
them, but the omnipotent voice of 

t( God,” faid my illuftrious proteftor. 
Awed with refpedt, I read the following 
words wrote in letters of gold :—“ God 
“ is juft, his voice is hidden :. who will 
“ dare fathom his decrees ?” .1 caft my 
eyes on the magnificent height of this 
temple :—this gloriqjis building was fup- 
|“>orted by three columns of white marble; 
m the middle an altar was erected ; inftead 
<3f the image of the Divinity, an odorife­
rous fmoke afeended, whole eiBuvia filled 
the temple. On the right was a black mar­
ble table, and oppollte, a glafs of pure 
cryftal. The ahgel faid to me :—££ It is 
“ here thou art to learn, that if Provi- 
“ dence fometimes ordains the good man 
“ to be unhappy, it is to lead him more 
<{ certainly to happinefs.” Cold terror 
no longer froze my fenfes ; a pure, mild, 
ineffable joy fucceeded which filled my 
foul. I fhed relenting tears; my knees 
bent, my arms railed themfelvcs towards 
■■heaven, and I could only filently adore 
the Supreme Bounty. A majeltic voice, 
but divefted of terror, faid to me :■— 
“ Arife, look, and read.”

I caft my eyes on the glafs, and faw 
my friend Sadak ; Sadak, whofe conftant 
and magnanimous virtue had often filled 
me with wonder, who had learned to 
defy indigence, and even make it rel'pec- 
table. I faw him feated in a room with 
bare walls ; he leaned his languifhmghead 

on the laft moveable that was left him, 
his body fhivering with hunger, and yet 
more cruel defpair. One only tear ftole 
from his eye, but it was a tear of blood ! 
—Unhappy man, he dared not weep. 
Four children called to their father for 
bread the youngeft, feeble and lan- 
guifhing, ftretched on a handful of ftraw, 
had not ftrength to utter a word,—he was 
breathing the laft of an innocent life. 
The wife of this unfortunate man, ex- 
alperated by mifery, forgetting her natu­
ral tendernefs, and fweetnefs of temper, 
reproached him for the excels of their 
diftrefs. Thofe cruel complaints rent his 
heart and increafed his torments.—Sadak 
rifes, turns his eyes from his children, 
and, in that weak condition, creeps a- 
broad to leek affiftance.—He meets a 
man, to whom he had formerly rendered 
the moft important fervices ;—this man 
was obliged to him for a genteel em­
ployment he pofleffed. Sadak ac­
quaints him with his deplorable fituation : 
he defcribes his famifhed children ready 
to expire in his arms.—His friend, abalhed 
to be compelled to know him, looks 
around with an inquifitive eye, to fee if 
he was not obferved fpeaking to one who 
bore the badge of indigence;—he gets 
rid of the poor fuppliant by vague pro- 
mifes, cold civility, and retires with 
great expedition.—This was the tenth 
time he had thus inhumanly treated him 
to whom he was indebted for all he pof- 
feffed. Sadak, in defpair, rambles oh, 
meets one of his creditors, who flops 
him, treates him with the fouleft language, 
gathers a mob around the miferable man, 
publicly threatens him, and is ready to 
ftrike him, more from contempt than 
anger. At laft, I faw him wandering 
from door to door, ftretching a fuppliant 
hand, fometimes repulfed, fometimes re­
ceiving alms given to importunity. He 
buys a loaf, takes it home, divides, it 
among his children, Iheds tears of joy .in 
allaying their hunger, and on his knees 
gives thanks to Providence for the rich 
blefling flic had fliowered upon him.

I exclaimed with grief, aftonifliment, 
and dread. My eyes replete with tears, 
turned to the black marble table, and an 
invifible hand wrote upon it thele words : 
—“ Make an end of contemplating Sa- ’ 
“ dak, , and condemn, if thou dareft, 
“ Providence that rules all things.”, I 
turned my eyes again to the glafs, and 
again faw my friend Sadak.—But how 
altered ! how different was the feene ! It 
is no longer the poor, neceflitous, but ten­

der,
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virtuous, compaffionate Sadak, full 
«f honour and humanity ;—it is Sadak 
Jit plenty, become opulent by an unex­
pected legacy j it is Sadak, who, corrupted 
by affluence, no longer cherifhes the 
virtues he poffeffed. Sunk in luxury, 
he is morofe, gives his orders with 
haughtinefs, and no longer in diftrefs, 
forgets there are unhappy wretches in the 
world, and that he was of the number. 
I read immediately, with refpeftful ad­
miration, what the myfterious table 
taught me. ct Virtue often buffers, be- 
“ caufe it would ceafe to be virtue if it 
<£ had no ftruggles. When awful Pro- 
“ vidence fends misfortune on mortal

heads, her lifter, Patience, accompa- 
“ nies her, Courage fupports her, and 
“ by this gift Virtue wants no other aid, 
“ and is even happy when misfortunes

feem to overwhelm her.\
I turned my inquifitive eyes to the 

glafs. But what an affiefting objeft (truck 
n»y heart! I obferved tny Country, my 
dear country, the happy town that gave 
me birth ! Oh heavens, what a fight! 
In. a moment a formidable army had 
©verfpread the plains, had (urrounded its 
ftrong works, had prepared the infernal 
machines of deftruftion for its rum. 
The (word is drawn, vengeance and rage 
have lighted their torches.-—Oh (lately 
city, thou (hakeft, notwithftanding thy' 
bold defenders. The enemy thirds for 
the plunder of thy treafures. Yet you 
(fill sppofe him with courageous refin­
ance. Vain efforts !—They mount—they 
fcale thy proud towers; blood flows, 
death flies, the flame rages j—thou art no 
more,—a thick fmoke, a heap of (tones 
cover the place of thy (cite. My unhappy 
countrymen who efcaped the (lames wan­
der in the woods ;—but direful famine a- 
waits them in the defect ;—it (lowly de­
vours them, and prolongs their bufferings 
and death.

I exclaimed, “ Juft God ! (hall a million 
ijall the viftims of one ambitious man, 
children be murdered at their mothers’ 
breads, the gray hairs of the venerable 
«ld man be dragged in blood and duft, 
innocent beauty become the prey of the 
foul murderer, a whole city difappear, 
becaufe the covetoufnefs of a monfter 
thirds for its wealth !”—“ A country 
“ filled with prevaricators,” replied tire 
table, “ deferves the. chaftifement of a 
u Divinity too long defpifed.—Thofe 

who were not. guilty are torn from 
(< the danger of becoming io ; and if the 
CA hand of PrQvidesww has dewfc it 
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(C is to preferve them from a more terrible 
“ fate than the fuffering a tranfitory 
“ death ‘their refuge is in the clemency*  
fC of an eternal God.”

The palace of the minifter Aliacin, 
whole gilt pyramids almoft reached the 
(kies, was too magnificent to efcape my 
attention. How often has my heart 
been filled with indignation at the fight of 
this happy monfter, who, with a venal 
foul, a barbarous heart, depraved morals, 
a defpotic mind, had, as it were, chained 
fortune to his chariot ! His elevation was 
due to his meannefs, his treafures the re­
ward of treachery. He had fold his 
country for gold.—An entire province 
groaned under his oppreflion. Sometimes 
he laughed at the weak murmurs of a 
people inured to (lavery ; at another their 
(titled fighs he called revolt. Each day 
he committed fome wicked attempt,— 
each day crowned his audacity.

Yet the infide of his palace, with its 
filken furniture, displayed only hiftories 
of generofity and virtue; the bufts of 
the greateft men of antiquity adorned the 
dwelling of the moft flagitious wretch ; 
and thofe filent marbles, which (hould 
have reproached his lieart, were heedlefsly 
paft over. I dwelt on this wretch, invefted 
with power, furrounded with flatterers, 
dreaded by enemies, adulated by the pub­
lic, but iecretly curfed. Thoufands oF 
rare curiofities adorn his cabinet,—the 
price of each only an aft of iniquity.

He was clothed in purple, at the coft 
of thofe who were naked,—and the wine he 
drank in a cup ornamented with precious 
(tones, might properly be called the 
elTence of the tears he had caufed to be 
died.

He rofe from his pompous table, and 
laid at the feet of a concubine the orphan's 
patrimony. He attends her to the win­
dow, and there calmly beholds a brave 
and worthy citizen, who has dared to re- 
monftrate againft the abufe of his power, 
put to death.

This good man is ftrangled ; and within 
art hour a courier arrives to inform the 
minifter,that the fultan, to reward his great 
fervices, prefented him a considerable 
traft of land. The monfter ('miles, and, 
become more powerful, meditates how to 
be more formidable.

My hatred to this odious tyrant- was (b- 
great, I turned about feveral times to­
wards the table impatiently, as if to 
hatten the fentence it was to pronounce, 
—but noth'ng appeared as yet wrote on 
it. I,,turned my (brrowful eves again on

.Qs lx rhe 
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the wondrous cryftal. I perceived Alia- 
cin entering a private ftudy. What a 
ftcret fatisfaction penetrated my heart!

■—Nature*  thp wretched, and even the 
earth are revenged. This powerful man, 
who teemed tlje happieft of mortals, reads 
a letter, turns 'pale, trembles, fmites his 
forehead with the fame hand that cut the 
innocent throat. Diftra&ed with uncon­
querable defpair*  he goes, he Comes, he 
rages., rent more through fear than re- 
fnorle. He tears, he tramples on the 
marks of his dignity, and, in his rage, 
weeps like a child. I endeavoured- to find 
but the caufe of this frenzy ; when one 
of his favourites, more bafe than his maf- 
tcr, enters, his ftudy, and informs me the 
caufe of his defpair. One of his confi­
dants, a fpy at court, had juft wrote 
him a frefh ftorm was gathering againft 
him ; that be was on the point of loling 
his place and credit, if he had not the 
addrefs to ward the blow. This aban­
doned favourite inftantly advifed his maf- 
ter, in a .firm tone, what any other would 
not have dared with impunity. This hor­
rible advice pleafed the barbarian.—He 
commanded his daughter to be brought 
into his pretence. Nouremi appeared.— 
She was beautiful and virtuous. Oh God! 
with what horror did the hear her father 
intended to give her up to the fultan’s 
lalcivious embraces, as an immolated 
victim to his infatiable ambitious views!
—She falls almdft fenfelefs at her'father’s 
feet,—the tears of beauty, of nature, of 
innocence, find utterance.—A leverelook 
commands her to obey ;—fhe obeys and 
dies.

Was Aliacin happier ? I faw him in 
the bafom of repofe, ftretched on the bed 
of down, or plunged in the delicious 
bath. One would imagine he was 
couched on thorns.—He is in terror for 
Ins life.— He rifts,—his trembling knees 
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bear him round his palace ;—he finds his 
flaves afleep, and envies their peaceful 
fltimber. The day appears -.—ever un- 
eafy,—ever fufpicious,—he flnidders as he 
eats,—he turns pale when he drinks,—■ 
uncertain whether he conveys death or 
nouriflnnent to his breaft. He dreads 
even the carcafes of the women over whom 
he tyrannizes, and whofe Have he is. If 
any one is railed to an employment, a 
thoufand ferpents gnaw his heart; it is 
the rival who is one day to difplace him,— 
he is the formidable man who is to be 
feated in his poft.

Full of refpe&ful expectation, I con- 
fulted the table of the awful judgments 
of the Eternal, and read:—“ Truth is 
“ terrible to the wicked; and it is incef- 
“ fantly prefent to their eyes: it is this 
“ that caufes all their torments ; this 
“ dreadful glafs is ever before them, 
ct where they fee their bad aftions, and 
“ the deformity of their fouls.”

Suddenly a rumbling noife, like dif- 
tant thunder, was heard. I turned and 
faw the palace of Aliacin. His gardens, 
his pyramids, his ftatues, even himfelf, 
all had difappeared.—In the room of hi« 
manfion, where every luxury had been 
collected, nothing was to be feen but a 
receptacle of filthy fhakes crawling fo 
muddy marfhes. Such is the foundation 
of palaces raifed by foul deeds. The 
following words, engraved on the black 
marble, acquainted me with Aliacin’s 
fate He is fwept off the earth like 
“ the vile duft, and future generations 
“ will doubt if he exifted.”

This dreadful picture will newr be 
erafed from my memory, and from that 
time I fetch a ligh whenever I fee a .man 
in power. The world admire his eleva­
tion, and I view him expofed to the arm 
pf Divine Juftice.

f 'To be concluded in our next.)

For the EUROPE A N M A G A Z I N E,

The following Letter from the celebrated Duke, of Wharton to his Sifter, waj 
lately found amongft the papers of a Jacobite Gentleman deceafed. It does not 
appear to have been ever printed. T. T.

To LADY J

Dear Sister,•

MY name has been fo often ment’on- 
ed of late in the public prints, 

and eonfequently the fubjeft of ^private 
converfation, that my perfonal friends 
(you in particular) may with reafon ex­
p-ci to know from myftlf- what fteps I

A N E H O L T.

have taken, and what were the reafons of 
my prefent iefolutions.

As to the reafons of my conduit, I do 
not think it proper townie them direitlv 
to you ■, I mult refer you to fotne papers 
you will fee publilhed through all Eu, 
rope. I will not truft the good mannefss
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®r the good-nature of mv enemies, by 
writing any thing to you, that might ex- 
pole you to trouble; for it would fharpen 
the pro (editions begun againft me, if you 
ihould fuffer the leaft inconvenience for 
your tendernefs to me.

Whatever relates to myfelf gives me 
iio uneafinefs : every virulent vote, every 
paffionate reproach, and every malicious 
calumny againft me, are fo many real 
commendations of my conduct ; and 
while you and my lifter Lucy are permit­
ted to live quietly and fecurely, I fhall 
think our family has met with no misfor­
tune, and has no claim therefore to the 
compaffion of its trueft friends.

I know your concern a»l affection for 
me, and I write chiefly to give you com- 
tort, not to receive any from you ; for I 
thank God, 1 have an eafy contented 
tnind, and that I want no comfort. I 
have fome hopes, I have no fears, which 
is more than fome of your Norfolk neigh­
bours can fay of theinfelves-, I defire 
Vour prayers for the fuccefs of my wifhes, 
and the profperity of my family. I fcorn 
the falfe pretended compaffion of my ene­
mies, and it would grieve me much more 
to receive the real pity of my friends. I 
ft all not wonder if, at firft, you be affected 
with the warmth of the proceedings againft 
nacj am! Ihould Ihew fome concern at the 
attempts to (trip our family of its title, 
and to rob them of their eftates 5 but 
you will foon change your mind, when 
you confider, that my real honour does 
I?ot depend on Walpole, ox- his mafter’s 
pleafure ; that a faftion may attaint a 
i'Uan without corrupting his blood ; and 
ftat an eftate feized for a time by vio­
lence and arbitrary power, is not irreco­
verably loft. The word Late is now be- 
r°me the moft'honourable epithet of the 
Peerage ; it is an higher title than that of 

,face j and whenever you hear me fpoke
in that manner, I beg you to think as 

1 do, that I have received a mark of ho- 
’f°ur, a. mark dignified by the Duke of 
Onnond, Earl Marifhal, and others.

You that have often read Lord Claren- 
don’s Hiftory, muft needs know, that, 
,v* ring the reign of Cromwell, and the 
*dump Parliament, the whole peerage of 
~nglarxd was ftiled the Late Houle of 
Lords. There was then no want of Late 
Hukes, Late Earls, and Late Bilhops ; 
and why Ihould that now be reckoned a 
Reproach to a Angle peer, which was then 

diltinguifhing title to the whole body ?• 
as that impious ufurper Cromwell the 

fountain of honour ? Had he who mur­
dered one king any more power to taint 
the blood of his fellow-fubjefts, than hk 
illuf.rious fucceflor, who had fixed the 
price upon the head of another ? For, as 
Lord Harcourt finely obferves in his fpeech 
on Dr. Sacheverel, there is little or no 
difference between a wet martyrdom or 
a dry one. Can a high-court at prefent, 
or a fecret committee, tarni/h the honour 
of a family ? Is it a. real difgrace to be 
condemned by Macclesfield, Harcourt,. 
Townfhend, or Trevor ? Is it a difhonour 
to be robbed of a private fortune, by thofe 
who have ftripped the fotherlefs and wi­
dow, who have fold their country, who 
have plundered the public ? No, my dear 
filter, aflame yourfelf that this unjuft pre- 
fecution is a lafting mopument erected to 
the honour of cur family ; it will ferve to 
render it illuftrious to after-ages, and to 
atone for the unhappy miftakes of any of 
our mifguided anceftors. If it Ihould 
end with me, it would, however, have 
out-lived the liberty of England.

Thofe honours which we received at 
firft from the Crown, can never be more 
glorioufly interred than in the defence of 
the injured rights of the crown, than in the 
caufe of the rightful monarch of Britain, 
the greateft of princes and the beftef me­
ters. But I forget myfelf, by enlarging too 
far on a fubjeft that may not be fo con­
veniently mentioned in a letter to you. 
My zeal for my country,., my duty to my 
fovereign, my affeftion to, you, and my 
refpeft to my family, and its true honour, 
have carried on my pen further than I 
intended. I will only add, that no change 
in my circumftances ever- fhall leflen my 
tender concern for you or my After Lucy, 
to whom I defire you would prefent my 
love ; and charge her, as fixe values my 
friendlhip, never to marry without my 
confent. Be afl'ured, that no diftance of 
place, nor length of time, fhall abate my 
affection for you : and my enemies fhall 
find, whenever I return to England, it 
fhall be with honour to myfelf, and with 
joy to my friends ; to all thofe, I mean, 
who wifh well to the Church of England, 
and to their native country. Neither 
fhall any thing ever- tempt me to abandon 
that caufe which I have deliberately em­
braced, or to forfake that religion wherer 
in I was educated. Wherever I am, I 
fhall always be, dear lifter,

Your fincere friend 
Madrid, Jufie and brother,
19, N. S. 1726. WHARTON.
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OF THE ART OF SINKING IN PROSE.

/CONSIDERING the fuccefs which the 
treatife HEPI BA0OYE, or the Art 

of Sinking in Poetry, of my deceafed 
friend and much-honoured rnafter, Mar­
tinus Scriblerus, hath had ; what nu­
merous difciples have proceeded from his 
fchool ; what excellent examples of his 
precepts thefe latter days have produced, 
and how wonderfully his labours have 
guided and improved the ftile of modern 
poetry ; it has been matter of much fur­
prize to me, that no one hath hitherto put 
forth forne limilar treatife on the brofund 
in profaic. composition ; more efpecially, 
conffdering the divers appolite iliuftrations 
which might Cafily be produced from 
writers of the paft and prefent ages. 
Something of this Rind has indeed been 
attempted and fuccefsfully executed re- 
fpefting one ftile of profaic bathos, that 

•■is to fay, the Lexiphanic, by the deceafed 
Doctor Kenrick of ‘vituperative me­
mory. So far as his * tractate extendeth, 
>t is fufficiently well performed, and may 
preclude the neceffity of any other to the 
lime purport; for which reafon the Lexi- 
phanicin profe fhall be left either unno­
ticed, or /lightly and collaterally touched 
on, in what I fhall fay concerning the pro­
faic divifion of the profound. My wor­
thy predeceffor, Martinus Scriblerus, 
hath well proved, that there is an art of 
finking in poetry; and all his general 
arguments are fo much to the purpole of 
proving alfo that there is an art of linking 
in prole, that it is unneceifary for me to re­
peat here in lefs elegant diction, what hath 
been already fo diiertly and irrefragably 
urged by that learned man. I fhall therefore 
proceed to enumerate, defcribe and illuf- 
Trate the various ftiles of the profund, 
ft) far as the fame refpefts profaic compo­
sition. And herein, as I purpofely touch 
not on the Lexiphanic, for reafons before 
^Hedged, I go on to the ftile more imme­
diately adjoining thereto, that is to fay, 
the nebulofe or obumbratory ftile, By 
the affiftarice of this fpecies of the bathos 
in profe, a plain fubjedt is obfeured, fim- 
plicity is clothed with pomp, and a no- 
thingnefs of idea puts on the garb of 
mylterious learning and profound re- 
fearch. In this ftile is the definition which 
Hobbes has given us of a Caufe.” 
41 Caufa eft fumma five aggregatum acpi- 
rlentium omnium tam in agentibus quamin 
patientc, adpropofitum e'fteftum concur- 
jrpntium quibus' omnibus exiftentibus ef-

* Jhetraft entitled “ Lexiphanes” w 
j- WpfkSj vok

fectum non exiftere, vel quolibet eorum 
uno abfente exiffere, intelligi non potetl.” 
“ Thatis, fays f Doctor Eachard, a Cau­
fa is a certain pack or aggregate of trar.~ 
gams, which being all packed up and 
corded dole together, they may then 
truly be laid in law fo conftitute a com- 
pleat and eflentia! pack : but if any one 
trangam be taken out or miffing, the 
pack then prefently lefes its p- ckiflmefs, 
and cannot any longer be laid to be a 
pack.” Similar thereto is the elaborate 
definition which the fame author (rnafter 
Hobbes) affordeth of an aflertion or pro­
portion. In common language, this may 
be termed the'affirmation of one thing 
concerning another, and be well under- 
ftood j but a writer well {killed in the 
Bathos will think this the leaft qualifica­
tion of his compofitions, and nobly aim 
at fomewhat more praifeworthy. In this 
fpirit, a proportion is faid to be “ Ora- 
tio conftans ex duobus nominibus copula - 
tis quae figniffcat is qni loquitur concipere 
fe nomen polterius ejufdem rei nomen, 
efle cuius eft nomen prius.” This is well 
likened to what Zacutus faith in his Trea­
dle of a Spoon ; which he defines, “ in- 
ftrumentum quoddam concavo-convex- 
um, quo poffto in aliquod in quo aliud 
quiddam diverfum a pofito ante pofftuna 
frn’t et retro polite jri os ponentis, con- 
cipitur is qui pofuit prirnum politura in 
fecundum ex his politis afiquid conclu- 
dere.” Wherein, by the way, mark 
well, as a great beauty, the concluding pun 
concluded by the laid definition. Hew- 
beit thefe inftances are notable in their 
way, yet have they nothing new in the:r 
ftile : feeing, that more multifarious ex­
amples abound not only among the an- 
tients, particularly Plato, Arijlotle, Apu- 
leius, and Plotinus, (letting alide the 
grammarians and. philoicgifts among the 
ancient Greeks) ■, but more efpecially, 
they are to be found among the fchool- 
n-ien and divines of the middle ages. Ne- 
verthelels is Hobbes much tp be prailed, 
for his keeping alive the embers cf a ftile 
in his day' almoft extinguilhed ; though 
I ffirewdly fulpeit, conliderir.g how very 
feldom he has excelled ip the nebulofe or 
obumbratory fpecies of the bathos, that 
he was driven thereto by the reproaches and 
attacks of his antagomlt Bifhop Brciphali, 
That fome inftances may not be wanting 
of this ftile among the w riters of the mid­
dle ages, I fhall infect fbme brief notices

’as not written by Dr. Kenrick. Ea> t t •
II. p. i&,
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which one or two of thofe authors have 
given us concerning their Ens or to or, and 
their materia prima*  Specimens from 
the ancients above enumerated, I /hall 
have occafion to quote in a future part of 
this my treatil’e. Speaking of being or 
e.rijlence, the great EurgerjUicius alferteth 
(inft. Met. 1. i. c. 2. §. it.) “ Pro- 
prius aftus Emis ell cjje. Nam omne 
ens eft, et quicquid eft, Ens eft ; licuti et 
quicquid non eft, non eft ens. Intelli- 
gitur autem ejji, fecundo adjeflum, quod 
eft ejje fnnpliciter, non efl’e tertio adjec- 
tum, quod eftxaT»ri ; competit enim id 
et non enti et tw nihil, veluti cum dici- 
tur nihil eft non ens, cxcitas eft privatio. 
Communio igitur Entium quae objeclum 
eft, communis illius conceptus eft caufa 
unitatis in ilio conceptu, et Uta eft in com- 
muni ratione a rEai.” All this might 
indeed, if it were nece/fary, be fufficiently 
exprelied by faying, that all beings agree 
in the common circumftance of exiftence : 
but how obvious ! how naked does this 
appear, when let by the Iide of the preced­
ing quotation ! This author farther ob- 
ferves, ct Deinde cum Ens furnitur ut 
participium pertinet ad quasftionem a n 
sri; at cum furnitur ut nomen, referen­
dum ad quxftionem « ti err.---  Hine fit
tit Ens quod aliquid eft, opponatur ru 
nihil, fed non immediate. Utenim Sub- 
ftantia non eft nihil, et tamen multa funt 
Quae ntque nihil funt neque Subftantia. 
Ita quoque licet ens non fit nihil, qusedain 
tamen dicuntur quae nec ens funt nec 
omnino nihil, led aliquid inter Ens et ni­
hil interjeflum, ut accidentia inter fub- 
ftantiam ct nihil funt interjefta.” How 
delightfully unintelligible is this 1 Nor 
indeed is it very dillimilar in Itile to the 
queftion which yotmg Montinus was ac- 
cuftomed to agitate. “ An pre ter eife 
teiile aftualis elfentitE fit aliud elfenecelfa- 
riura quo res aftuaiiter exiftat ?” Much 

the lame kind are the accounts we re­
ceive of the materia prim a, or that which 

generally called matter, when confider- 
cd independently of its properties. Of 
Hiis, although modern philolbphy, with 
common confent, acknowledges utter 
Ignorance; yet as properties cannot be 
conceived to exift without lome fubftratum 

lupport them, or fubiedt in which 
they may inhere ; and as this is all which 
isuiua(ly meant by matter ', the idea is 
perltAly plain and comprehenfible. For 
this reaibn an adept in the bathos will 

great care fo to exprefs himfelf in de-

t Com. 
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livening his conceptions on this fnbjeflto 
his readers, that it Ihaii be extremely 
doubtful what is meant, or whether any­
thing be meant, or whether the writer 
knows aught about it, or whether the 
reader is intended to be inftrufted—And 
yet Ihall this be done with Inch leinblanqe 
of profound thought and deep refearch, 
andinfucha croud of learned terms of 
uncertain meaning, that, as the poet 
faith, each one/hall exclaim, that

u More is meant than meets the ear.”
In conformity to this rule, the fchool- 

raen, as fir W. Blackftone obfervethf, 
currently defined their materia prima to 
be “ neque quid, neque quantum, neque 
quale, neque aliquid eorum quibus ens 
determinatur.” Adrian Hereboord more­
over allures us, that “ materia prima 
non eft corpus neque per formam corporc- 
itatis neque per limplicum eflentiam : eft 
tamen ens et quidam fubftantia, licet in- 
completa : hahetque afluni ex fe enti- 
tatiorem, et linjul eft potentia lubjeftiva.”

The great mafters of this art, however, 
are neither confined to the ancient nor 
middle ages; they flouri/h aifo in our 
own time, and upon various lubjefts. 
Even 1 myfelf remember, when attending 
anatomical lectures for the purpofe of 
difcpvering, God willing, whether the 
infinitelimal particles of the nervous 
fyftem of the feetus in utero were aftetled 
with fynchronous and ifochionous vibra- 
tiuncles, our inltrudlor began with the 
external teguments of the dead lubjefl, 
and the pathology thereof. Fearing wc 
fliould not be able to comprehend, that 
though corns were a difeafe of the fcarf- 
Ikin, yet warts were nervous excrefcences 
from the true /kin, he declared that he would 
fo exprefs himfelf, that we might never 
hereafter be at a lofs to underftand the 
difference ; and to that end allured us, that 
the veruca or was none other
than a preternatural elongation of the 
vlliary procefs of the derma ; while the 
clav us pedum or tl-Xc; was entirely in­
carcerated in the fuperior tegument, and 
perfectly epidermoie. And now that we 
are upon the fubjeft of anatomy, a very 
admirable pallage in the nebul'fe or 
obumbratory Itile of defcriptipn occurs to 
my remembrance, which will ftill farther 
prove that we are not without fome great 
mafters in prolate bathos, even in this 
our day. The late Doflor Fawcett, of 
Dublin, informs us in his pofthumows 
Treatil’e on Midwifery, lately publilhed,

DVIII. that “ upon the fore and ex- 

iii. 323.
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ternal part, of the thorax, on each fi<ie of 
the fternuru, lies a large conglomerate 
gland, the interftices of whole lobules 
being filled with fat, affift in railing it 
into a beautiful, round, finooth, pro­
jecting, conoid tumoui*,  known by the 
name of mamma.” This is doubtle'ls a 
conveniently good exemplar of the (tile 
we are difeourfing of ; but I much doubt 
whether the learned author did not write 
adipofe frereiion inftead of fat, and m- 
fert what the negligence of his editor hath 
certes omitted, that is to lay, the pro­
perty of comprejftbility or elajlicity, whicb, 
as every one knoweth, is competent 
thereto in the young fubjeft. But hafte 
we now to ether infiances in other au­
thors, and on other fubjefts, that no en­
deavours of outs may be wanting to in- 
ftruCt cur readers in the perfect know­
ledge of this important part of fine'writ- 
ing. A nobleman of our day, of great 
learning, and one of our molt perleft ex­
amples of the bathos in compofition ; 
who, among other things, has perfectly 
proved to his own fatisfaftion, that a 
ftate of nature among men is a Rate nei­
ther pacifical nor bellical, but quadrupe­
dal and caudal ; that a great many gen­
tlemen, well known to his literary ac­
quaintance, never had more than one eye, 
which they found equally lerviceable with 
our two ; that their progeny alfo were 
like themfelves monopous ; that men 
have conltantly degenerated in mental 
and bodily faculties ever fmee they left 
off galloping up and down upon all-four, 
lathing their Iides with their tails, and 
feeding like good king Nebuchadnezzar 
on the grafs of the field ; this great 
man, I fay, who has been at the pains of 
inftrufting the world in thefe important 
and indiiputable particulars, allures us 
alfo in a philological treatife, “ that the 
man who opines muft opine fomething ; 
therefore the fubjeft of an opinion is not 
■nothing.” To render this affertion (till 
lefs liable to controverfy, he gives us the 
authority of Plato to the fame purpofe. 
Nota bene, of Authorities I ihall difeourfe 
more fully hereafter. Another learned 
gentleman of congenial foul, whofe works 
undoubtedly furniih the completed: in- 
(fanccs ofthisfpeciesofi tht profunci which 
modern literature can any where fupply, 
paving to define acavAvA'ou and fettle its 
clarification, tells us, “ thaj: it is a part 
of ipeech devoid of lignification itfelf, but 
fo formed as to help fignification, by 
Making two or. more ngnificant fentences 

to be one fignificant fentence ***.  Sbrni*  
of them indeed have a kind of obfeure 
fignification when taken alone; and they 
appear in grammar like zoophytes in na­
ture, a kind of middle beings of amphi­
bious charafter, which, by (haring the 
attributes of the higher and lower, con­
duce to link the whole together.” This 
gentleman had already defined a word 
(or part of fpeech) to be (< a found fig- 
nificant.” But what common reader 
would fuppofe that this collection of high- 
founding phrafeology and learned allu- 
fidri means neither more nor lefs, as Mr. 
HorncTookeXobferv.es, when put into 
common expreflions, than that a “ con­
junction is a found fignificant, devoid of 
fignification, having at the fame time an 
obfeure kind of lignification, and yet 
having neither fignification nor no figni­
fication, but a middle fomething between 
fignification and no fignification, (haring 
the attributes both of fignification and no 
fignification, and linking fignification 
and no fignification together.” This is, 
of a truth, truly philofophical language, 
and “ a perfeft example of analyfis ;” but 
fomewhat too fimilar indeed to the r« e, 
and the tw nihil of Burgerfdicius. Very 
(kilful allo was this fame gentleman, Mr. 
James Harris, in that figure not utterly 
unknown, but which appertained to this 
diltrift of our treatife on the Art of Sink­
ing in Profe ; the “ explanatio ignoti per 
ignotius,” or the explanation of a plain 
word or fentence into an obfeure one. 
Thus, “ ’tis a phrafe often applied to a 
man, lays he, that he fpeaks his mind ; 
as much as to lay, that his fpeech or difr 
courfe is a publijhing of fonie energie or 
motion of his foul*'  So again, “ for 
what indeed is to affert, if we confider 
the examples above alledged, but to pub­
lish fome perception either of the lenfes 
or intelleft ?” In a ftill more profound 
Rile of phrafeology does this author prove 
that the time prelent is neither the time 
part nor the time future. “ Let us fup­
pofe, fays he, for example, the lines 
AB, BC,

B

A
A C

I fay that the point B is the end of the 
line AB, and the beginning of the line

+ Letter to Panning, 19,
profound

HorncTookeXobferv.es
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BC. In the fame manner let ns fuppofe 
AB, BC, to reprefent certain times, and 
let B be a nmu or inJiant. In Inch cafe, 
I fay, that the inftant B is the end of the 
time AB, and the beginning of the time 
BC, I fay likewifeofthefe two times, that 
with refpeft to the now or inJiant which 
they include, the firft of them is necefla- 
fily paft time, as being previous to it, the 
other is neceffarily future, as being lub- 
fequent.” Highly delighted, as he well 
might be, with this moft ingenious de­
vice for proving fo important a propor­
tion, he introduces in another place of 
the fame treatife, a variation of this mode 
°f proof. “ la the firft place, fays he, 
there may be times both, paft and future, 
m which the prefent now hath no exif- 
t<rice ; as for example, in yefterday and 
*■0-morrow.”
. “ Again, the prefent now may fo far 
belong to time of either fort as to be the 
®nd of the paft, and thebeginning of the 
mture, but it cannot be included within 
*he limits of either. For if it were pofii- 
ble, let us fuppofe C the prefent now in-

A B C D E 
»

within the limits of the paft time AD. 
fuch cafe CD, part of the paft time

To the PHILOLOGICAL

AD, will be fubfequent to C, the prefent 
now, and lb of courfe be future. But 
by the hypothefis it ispajl, and fowill be 
both paft and future at once, which is 
abfurd. In the fame manner we prove 
that C cannot be included within the li­
mits of a future time, fuch as BE.”—. 
Now faving, that by the afliftance of his 
firft diagram he has proved that the pre­
fent time the r0 vw fnujl necejfarily, and 
in the latter diagram that it neceffarily 
muji not, be included within the limits of 
the paft and the future, nothing can ex­
ceed the Bathos excellence of thefe paf- 
fages. Many other appofite examples 
this rare treatife, which the author in the 
true nebulofe phrafeology hath entitled 
Hermes, might eaiily furnifh; but I 
content myfeif with one other, which the 
cafual opening of the book hath juft pre- 
fented to my eye. Reader, “ what is it to 
work and to know what one is about ? ’Tis 
to have an idea of what one is doing : to 
poffefs a FORM INTERNAL, corref. 
pondent to the EXTERNAL ; to which 
EXTERNAL it ferves for an EX­
EMPLAR or ARCHETYPE.” Herein 
note aifo, the profundity of the capital 
letters ; and if thou needeft other exemp­
lars or archetypes of the true nebulofe or 
obumbratory ftile of profe-writing, I re­
fer thee to the other treatifes of the faid 
prof und author, of whom more hereafter*

SOCIETY.

Gentlemen, .
Your having given a place to fome Papers of Mifcellaneous Observations of mine at 

different times, has encouraged me to fend the following, which are much at the 
Service of your valuable Mifcellany. c . _ . . .

j^ISHOP Hurd, in his very accute re­
marks on Imitation, has faid that he 

"is no doubt but that the firft ftanza of 
Mr.Ivlafon’s Ode to Memory is taken from. 
Strada Prol. Acad. I. The pallage is, 
Without doubt, particularly in point; but 
’P'ght not Mafon’s lines have originated 
r°m the following pall’age of Thomfon ? 

Hither of Wifdom 1 thou, whofe fway
throng’d ideal hofts obey ;

110 bidft their ranks now vanijb, naw ap-
Fla • l* sar>

ne m the van, or darken in the rear.
Mafon.

—*—With inward view, 
mce on th’ ideal kingdom fwift fhe turn? 

D'e; and inftant at her powerful glance, 
£ Q^edifnt .phantoms vani/h ar appear ; 
$ irtJ'X>uF1<h divide, and into order ihift, 

’ t;is rank, &c.
Summer, 1774..

Mr. Mafon feems fond of this idea; he 
has it again in his Ifis :
E’en now fond Fancy leads th’ ideal train, 
And ranks her troops on Memory’s ample 

plain.
P. Fletcher, in his Purple Ifland, has 

this expreffion, Cant. x. Stan. 4..

——~---- the World’s wide regiment.

Mr. Mafonhas a© idea of the kind, 
which he has expanded with great force 
and fublimit-y.
—----- .--- think, think,
And let the thought reftraia thy impious 

hand,
The race of man is one ttafi rnarffalTd army, 
iThofe numerous fquadronsfill the plains of Time, 
Their Leader the sllmigbty ———

Elfrida.

Edwards’s
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Edwards’s excellent fonnet or; a Family*  
Pithire might have Originated from the 
following paflage in B. Jonfon.
How like a columns, Radcliffe, left alone 
For the great rnarke of virtue, thole being.

gone
Who did, alike with thee, thy houfe npbeare, 
Scand’ft thou, to Ihew the times what yoti all 

were ?
To Sir J. Radcliffe.

It feems that like a column left alone, 
The tott’ring remnant of tome fplendid fane, 
’Scap'd from the fury of the barbarous Gaul, 
And watting Time, which has the' refto’er- 

thrown,
Amidft our houfe’s ruins I remain
Single, unpropp’d, and nodding to my fall.

Edwat ds»
There is a paflage in the tenth Letter of 

Pope Hill more to the point.
The thought in the lait line of the fol­

lowing well-known ftanza of Collins, in 
his Dirge, is juftly admired by every rea­
der of feeling:
Each lonely feene fhajl thee reftore,

For thee the tear be duly fired ;
Belov’d till life can charm no more ;

And mourn’d till Pity's felf be dead.
It will be no detriment to the fame of 

the matchiefs bard above-mentioned to 
compare the following elegant, though 
forgotten, lines, which form a part of an 
elegiacal epitaph on Mrs. E. Filmer, by 
R, Lovelace, Efq. with his paflage :

Thus, although this marble mutt, 
As all things, crumble into duff;
And though you finde this fair-built tombe 
Allies, as what lies in its wombe;
Yet her faint-like name fhall fhina 
A living glory to this (brine, 
.And her eternal fame be read, 
When all but very Virtue's dead.

Lucafta, 1649. Lond.
WhenB. Jonfon wrote thefe lines, had 

he not Shakefpeare in hrs eye ? Speaking 
of C. Marlow, he lays,
And that fine madneis ftill he did retain, 
Which rightly fhonld poffefs a Poet’s brain.

A Ceufure of the Poets,
The following are among Maflinger’s 

many imitations of Shakefpeare ;
—---------- will it ever be ?
That to deferve too much is dangerous, 
And virtue when too eminent a crime.

See Shakefpeare’s As You Like It, 
Scene 2.

Know you not, mafter, to feme kind ofrciee 
Their' graces feive them but as enemies ?
No more do yours; your virtues, gentle 

matter,
Are fanilified and holy trailers to yon.
Oh, what a world is this, when what is 

comely
Envenoms him that bears it !—

The following exclamation is of the 
fame kind with one in Lear :
Why are thefe men in health, and I fo heart-*  

fick ? Old Law. Seen. 2.
This paff ige in Lear is more impaflion*.  

ed, yet it feems to have been Maflinger’s 
prototype :
Why ffibuld a dog, a hoffe, a rat have life, 
And thou no breath at all I

Lear, Scene laft.
See Maflinger’s Emperor of the Eafl ;

Can I call back yefterday, with all their aids 
That bow unto my feeptre ? or reftore 
My mind to that tranquility and jteace 
It then enjoyed ? Scene 2.

This is evidently fuggefted by a paflage 
in Othello, which I am unable to quote, 
not having the play at prefent by me.

Pulcheria, in the Emperor of the Eaft, 
fays, Scene 11.

I’ll not bandy 
Words with your Mightinefs—

Thus Lear fays :
To bandy hajly <words, to fcant my fizes.

Scene 10.
Maflinger’s Maid of Honour concludes 

with a fentiment that'very much prevails 
at the conclufion of the Greek tragedies— 
The Oedipus Tyrannus of Sophocles end\ 
with a lirailar reflefiion. Ovid in his 
third book of the Metamorphofes has th© 
remark,
------ ultima femper
Expeflanda dies homini, diciqwe bentos
Ante obitum nemo, fapremaque funera 

debet. Ver. 13 c.
Our immortal Gray may, I think, be 

fometimes faintly traced in the poetry of 
Thornfon.—His companion of Mufic t® 
a Stream, in his Progrefs of Poetry, which 
has been much criticifed, and is certainly, 
at belt, but confuted and embarrafled, is 
jibtunlike Thomlbn’s companion ofElo- 
qtience to a T orrent, Liberty, Part li­
ver. 256.

The following lines of the Caflle of In­
dolence, Cant. I. Stan. 14, reminds ns 
of a. itan?a in his Church- Yard ;
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Lo cocks, with me, to ruftic labour call, 
From village on to village founding clear; 
To tardy twain no thrill.voiced matrons 

fquall„
See Cant. ii. Stanza 27.

woods embrown the fleeg, or wave along 
the fhore.

Woods that wave o’er Delphi’s fteep.
Gray.

The following expreffions are fome- 
what fimilar ; they are fuggefted by dif­
ferent fituations, yet are equally beau­
tiful.
Driven from your friends, the fonfblne of the 

foul,
Thom, to the Mem. of Ld Talbot.

The tear forgot as foon as fhed, 
funjbine of the breaji, Gray.

But perhaps the fecond Canto of the 
Caftle of Indolence, Stan. lii. liii. will 
bring Gray to remembrance yet more 
ftrongly.

The following, line of Thomfon feems 
borrowed from Pope :
And fweet oblivion of vile earthly care.

Caft. of Ind. Cant. i. 27.
divine oblivion of low-thoughted care.

Eloif. to Abel. ver. 298.
. The expreffion of low-thoughted care 
13 from Milton’s Comus, line 6.

It is, I believe, faid by fome of Shake­
speare’s Commentators, that the following 
hrnile in Titus Andronicus, is liifficient

rtfelf to prove that Shakefpeare had a 
hand in writing the play :
Upon his bloody finger he doth wear 
A precious ring that lightens all the whole : 
/*  hich like a taper in fome monument, 
h'Oth flaine upon the dead-man’s earthly cheeks, 
* hat thews the ragged entrails of this pit.

Scene 6.
Spenfer, of whom Shakefpeare was both 

a reader and a borrower, has an idea of
A N E C D O T

HE Muficians of the Prince Efterhafi, 
■A having- had fome difagreemeiit with 

. officers of his houfliold, offered to quit 
his fervice, which was accepted, from a 
I’erfuafion that they would foon change 
Rieir humour. The day, however, of 
.'i£ir departure was fixed, and the even

before they performed the laft concert 
key were to give the Prince, the celebrat­

ed Haydn compofed on this occation a 
is 111 s ’*ony> the conclufion of which

°i an extraordinary kind ; it is 
J1. Adagio, in which each inftrument 
P“Ts, one after the other, a Solo : at the 
Jd of each part Haydn wrote thefe words, 

your candle and go about your 
xj.

the fame kind, though of cdnfiderable 
lefs beauty ;•
The fight of whom, though now decay’d, 

and marr’d,
And eke but hardly feen by candle-light;
Yet like a diamond of rich regard 
In doubtful fhadow of the darkfome night, 
With ftarry beams about her ibining bright, 
Thefe merchants fixed eyes did fo amaze, &c. 

Faery Qu. B. VI. Cant. ii. Stan. 13.
I do not remember to have ever feen it 

remarked, that ShSbftone’s verfes begin­
ning, “ ’Twas in the land of Learning,’* 
&c. were fuggefted by Sir J. Denham’s 
poem on a Quaker, &c.

Ail in the land of Eflex, &c.
The following paffage from Milton’s 

Comus, which breathes the fpirit of Plato, 
may be compared with a paftage in Mar*  
Ron’s Scourge of Villany ;
---------but when Juft,
By unchafte looks, loofe geftures, and fouj, 

talk,
But moft by rude and lavifh aft: of fin, 
Lets in defilement to the inward parts, 
The foul grows clotted by contagion, 
Imbodies, and imbrutes, ’till the quite lof$ 
The divine property of her firft being.

Verfe 471, 
------For that fame radiant fhine, 
That luftre wherewith natures Nature deck’d 
Our intelledlual parts, that gloffe is foyled, 
With ftayning fpots of vile impiety 
And muddy dirt of fenfualitie.

Book ii. Sat. 6,
Milton has a fmgular u.fage of ths 

word bow'd- See Comus, 1015.
Where the bow'd welkin flow doth tend.

The fame word applied to the fame 
element occurs in the forgotten poetry of 
Henry More, edit. 1647. p. 305.
Nor can their careful ghofts from Limbo lake 
Return, or liften from the bowed file, 
To hear how well their learned lines do 

take. Cupid’s Conflict.
E of HAYDN.

bufinefs. In faff, the firft Hautbois and 
the fecond French Horn Went away firft j 
after them the fecond' Hautbois and firft 
Horn ; then the Balloons, and fo on with 
the reft of the performers. There were 
left behind only two Violins tolmifli the 
Symphony.' 'I be Prince, quite aftonifned, 
aiked the meaning of ail this. Haydn 
told him that the Muficians were going 
away, and that their carriages were at the 
door waiting for them. The Prince had 
the generality to fetch them back : he re­
proached them feelingly upon the man­
ner in which they were going to defert lb 
good a mafter : they threw themfelves at 
his feet, and entered again into his fervice.

i£ TH E
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Letters on Egypt, with a Parallel between the Manners of its ancient and modern 
Inhabitants, the prefent State, the Commerce, the Agriculture, and Government 
of that Country ; and an Account of theDefcent of St. Le-”is at Damietia: Extracted 
from Joinville and Arabian Authors. UJuftrated with Maps. By Mr. Savary, 
Author of the Life of Mahomet, and Tranllatorof the Coran. In two Volumes. 
Svo. G. G, J. and J. Robinibn. London. 1786.

'T'HERE is, perhaps, no nation whofe 
J hiftory is more intimately connefled 

with ancient religions, with primitive cuf- 
toms, with the progrefs of arts andfcience, 
or with the various changes of empire 
■which have happened in the world, than 
that of Egypt. The fubjccl of thefe Let­
ters, therefore, is alone fufficient to 
render them interefting to a curious and 
intelligent reader : wherever the author 
is fuccefsful in his arguments and illuf- 
trations, his Letters become (till more in­
terefting ; and wherever lie fails in thefe, 
there is then a larger field open for mi­
nute attention, for pertinent cbfervations, 
and for friendly corrections. But a dif- 
putatious reporter of fafts muft expect, 
and indeed ought, (bmetime or other, to 
.meet with jealous critics : it is highly fit 
and proper that it fhould be fo; left, in 
many important cafes, the public fhould 
be put oir with wild conjectures inftead 
of fober truth. However, as it is impof- 
fible to divert ourfelves, at all times, of 
lufpicions, fo neither can we lay alide a 
ftriCt regard to truth and juftice. We 
fhall arrange our quotations and remarks, 
on this occafon, into the following or­
der : on the country itfelf; on the an­
cient and modern cities of Egypt ; on 
their public works and the remains of 
art j on their general manners; on their 
religion and peculiar cuftoms ; on the 
various changes of their government; on 
the productions of nature in Egypt, fuch 
as plants, animals, &c. and on their com­
merce ; following Mr. Savary as our ge­
neral guide.

On the country itfelf.—Mr. Savary 
disputes the origin of every inch of the 
ground which was formerly knovvn un­

der the name of ancient Egypt. When 
its limits are marked out, we muft, 
therefore, enquire, whether this country 
had its origin in common with the lands 
of other nations. Egypt is bounded on 
the north by the Mediterranean ; on the 
fouth by a chain of mountains, which fe- 
parates it from Nubia ; to the eaft by the 
Red-Sea and the Ifthmus of Suez j and 
to the weft by the Defects ofLybia. Its 
greateft length is from Sienna, fituated 
direflly under the Tropic of Cancer to 
Cape Burlos, the moll advanced point of 
the Delta, which, as we fuppofe, may be 
about thirty-one degrees eaft longitude, 
more or lets 5 and, as Mr. Savary fays, 
“ almoft terminates the thirty-fecond de- 
“ gree of latitudebut of this we have 
our doubts, for reafons that will after­
wards appear “ Its greateft breadth, 
fays our author, is fixty-eight leagues, 
drawing a right line from the ruins of Pe- 
luia to the Tower of the Arabs, former­
ly called Tapofiris.” This country is 
divided into Upper- and Lower Egypt j 
the former of which begins at Sienna, 
and ends at Grand Cairo, no great dif- 
tance from the ancient Memphis. There 
are two chains of mountains which take 
their rife from the laft cataraft of the 
Nile ; their direction is from fouth to 
north, until they reach the latitude of 
Cairo, where feparatmg to the right and 
left, one of them takes the direction of 
Mount Colzoum, on the eaft, and the 
other terminates in banks of lands near 
to Alexandria, towards the weft. “ Be-, 
“ tween thefe ridges of mountains is that 
“ long plain, which is no more than 
“ nine leagues broad, where it is the 
“ wideft. Itis tiure that the Nile flows

“ between
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*f between two infurmountable’barriers : 
now faiooth and tranquil, he flowly 
purfues the courfe traced out by nature

<c and by art : now an impetuous tor- 
rent, reddened with the fands of Ethi-

*£ opia, he fwells and breaks over his 
tc boundaries, and overflows the country, 

which he covers with his waters for
te the fpaCe of two hundred leagues. It 
“ is, fays Mr. Savary, in this celebrated 
“ valley, that mankind firft lighted the 
“ torch of the fciences, whofe radiance 
w diffufing itfelf over Greece, has fuo- 
<{ ceflively illuminated the reft of the 
“ world.” This laft fentence is Ihoj-t, 
but it feems to contain a great number 
of errors. It fuppofes Upper Egypt to 
have been the feat of fcierice before Lower- 
Egypt ; it fuppofes Upper Egypt to have 
giyen birth to the fciences; it fuppofes 
that Greece, with refpeft to time, was 
the fecond nation in fcience and arts ; it 
fuppofes that the reft of the world, Egypt 
excepted, borrowed fciences, and arts, 
and their knowledge from Greece 1 Did 
Grecian artifts raife Babylon, and carry 
it to the higheft pitch of magnificence ? 
Were they Grecian architects who built 
the palaces of great Nineveh ? or, were 
not thefe cities railed before a town was 
known even in Egypt ? Did Ecbatana 
owe its grandeur to the Greeks ? or, were 
Eamafcus or Perfepolis founded by Gre­
cian artifts ? Did thofe mighty kingdoms 
borrow their legiflation and principles of 
government from Grecian lawgivers ? 
Surely not. Had our author,onthis fubjeft, 
confulted Strabo, one of his moft faithful 
guides, he would have told him, that the 
Greeks knew nothing of the Eaftern na­
tions but a very little while before the Per­
sian wars : that neither Babylon, Nineveh, 
Ecbatana, nor foe Syrian or Affyriah em­
pires were fo much as known even to 
the travelling Homer.

“ Lower Egypt, fays Mr. Savary, 
comprehends all that country between 
Gairo, the Mediterranean, the Ifthmus of 
Suez, and Lybia. To this immenfe coun­
try the Greeks gave the napie, of Delta, 
tt is formed by the two branches of the 
Nile, which feparating below Cairo, fall 
mto the lea ; the one near Damietta, on 
the eaft ■, the other near Rofetta, on the 
^eft.” Here let it be obferved, that in 
former times the Pelufiack branch of the 
Nile flowed into the lea, almoft as far to 
the eaft of Damietta, as the diltance be­
tween Damietta and Rofetta; and that the 
branch which now empties itfelf into the
p3 below Damietta, was, in the days of 
♦fofodotus, the middle ftream of the Nile,

which flowed on in nearly a ftrait line, 
through the midft of the Delta. Hence 
this ifland, the moft fertile in the world, 
has loft much of its extent ; fince it was 
formerly bounded by Canopa and Pelu- 
fium.”

Our author next endeavours to prove, 
that the whole of the Delta originally 
formed a great gulph; that the fea 
bathed the feet of thofe mountains where 
foe Pyramids now ftand ; and that the 
whole of the Delta is a modern country, 
lately raifed into exiftence, when com­
pared with Upper Egypt. We fliall not, 
here at leaft, enter into any difpute how- 
far the Delta originally was or was not a 
deep gulph ; while we mean juft to review, 
one by one, the arguments ufed by our 
author on this occafion, merely that the 
candid reader may have an opportunity of 
judging what degrees of credit are due to 
Mr. Savary, as a philofophical Hiftorian. 
Thus he proceeds : “ Now, that you have 
“ a general idea of Egypt, Sir, fix your 
“ attention on that rich country, and. 
“ purfue the revolutions it has undergone. 
“ Beyond thofe times of which hiftory 
“ has preferred us any epoch, a people 
“ defeended from the mountains near the 
et catarifts, into the valley which is ove,r- 
“ flowed by the Nile : it was then an impe- 
“ netrablemoral’s, covered with canesand 
' reeds.” That is, if we put this paffage 
into plain Engiifli, a people, of whofe 
times the world never heard, of whole 
origin no one can tell, defeended, but 
when no mortal ever knew, from the 
mountains near the cataracts, into the 
valley which is overflowed by the Nile, 
although the valley was then an impene­
trable morafs. The reader will be pleaf- 
edto obferve, that all this, as well as the 
following paragraph, mult be underftood 
of Upper Egypt. “ Many years elapf- 
ed before they thought of cultivating 
their native plants. Neceflity awakened 
their industry.—Ofiris taught men, who 
were at that time cannibals, to feed on 
the fruits of the earth inftead of human 
flelh. Jlis, the fame with Ceres, taught 
them to cultivate corn, and were elevated 
to the rank of deities.” Now we have 
no reafon to believe that the Egyptians 
were ever cannibals : no one argument, 
or proof, is fo much as offered, to Ihew 
that the firft Egyptians fed on human 
flelh ; we have no evidence of any kind 
to fupport us in maintaining, that they 
ever viewed Ofiris in this light, or confi- 
dered Ills as the fame with Ceres. Nei­
ther the Egyptians, nor any of the great 
ancient nations in foe Eaft, were ever

D ? /info
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fuch rude barbarians, even in the infancy 
of their hates. Theie renfons are fuffici- 
ent to vindicate us, in refufing cur credit 
to fuch chiidilh tales. But we ■fliall foori 
leap into an highly cultivated plain, 
which fpringe up at once from a deep 
gulph, accompanied with religion and 
Ta'”S. 44 Whilft the people of Upper 
«4 Egypt, fays Mr. Savarv, were centend- 
<4 ing ter th'ir vaft morafles with lavage 
♦« bealb, the fea, according to ancient 
♦4 accounts, bathed the feet of thole 
44 mountains where the pyramids are

built, and advanced on the tide of the 
44 Tower of tire Arabs, very far into 
“ Lybia. It covered a part of the Ifth- 
44 runs of Suez ; and every part of what 
tc we now call the Delta, formed a great 
te gulph. I pafs over ages, and come to 
t( that period when the Egyptians, under 
44,-the denomination of a religious wor- 
44 fedp, and of laws, formed canals to 
♦‘ carry off the ftagnant waters of the 
“ Nile, oppofed ftrong dykes to its ra- 
44 vages, and, tired of dwelling in the ca- 
44 veins of the rocks, built ‘.c .ns on 
♦4 fpots elevated by art or nature.” We 
fee what wonderful things maybe fetched 
out, from beyond thofe times of which 
Hiftory has preferred us any epoch I and 
we fee, on this occafion, with what eafe 
■a Philofopher can pafs over ages, and let 
before us the Delta in all the grandeur of 
cultivation, without ever telling us when 
this great gulph was tilled up ; or where 
land firft began to appear in it ; or when 
the Egyptians began to difeover the Nile 
again. that had been fo long fwallowed 
up ; or when the; became religious , or 
when they firft formed mni-is ; or how 
fpots began to appear elevated by art, in 
this Wonderful gulph !

It may indeed be faid, that an account 
of the matter is afterwards given : but 
we anfwer, No : nothing is given that, 
will folve any of the feregeing queries. 
An attempt is indeed made, which can 
only ferve to mew, that Mr. S-,vary, in 
fait, had no account to give of any kind. 
The attempt itff’f is introduced with 
fome degree of Till : for alter me Delta 
had beer, prefenttd, in all the beauties of 
cultivation, to the reader, and the fuppcl- 
ed fafos once affirmed, it was then much 
eafier to evade a probable account of the 
commencement and pregrds of fo won­
derful a phenomenon as ihrt of a fertile 
plain out of a deep and barren gulph of 
the fea. But guic author’s attempt muft 
be given, 44 Separated from the reft of

the world, the Egyptians cultivated the 
U. arts- and Sciences, and extended the li- 

“ mits of their empire, either by protect - 
44 ing with banks the new lands they had 
“ acquired, or by cutting deep drains to 
“ dry up the marfhy grounds. One of 
“ the Kings of Egypt, forefeeing poffi- 
“ bly what muft happen, undertook to 
“ change the courfe of the river—for 
ec meeting with an infurmountable obfta- 
“ cle to the right, it turned precipitately 
44 to the left, and taking its courfe to the 
“ fquthward of Memphis, it fpread its 
“ waters through the lands of Lybia, 
“ The prince dug a new bedfpr it to the 
“ eaft of Memphis, and by means of a 
“ large dyke, made it difeharge iti’elf into 
“ the gulph that bathes the rock on 
“ which is built the caftle of Cairo. The 

ancient bed of the river was ftill to be
“ fe n in the time of Herodotus.—Even 
44 now the channel is not unknown.—-It 
“ is to the labours of the monarch who 
“ finished this great work, that Egypt 
“ is indebted for the Delta. The en- 
“ ormous weight of the waters of the 
44 Nile, wjneh throw themielves into the 
44 bottom of the gulph, occaficns a re- 
44 flux of the fea. The lands and mud 
44 that are carried along with them, col- 
44 leotal together in heapsj fo that the 
44 ifle cf the Delta, very inconfiderable 
44 at firft, arofe cut of the fea, of which 
44 it has repelled the limits. It was a gift 
44 of the river.” No. King would ever 
undertake to turn the courfe cf Inch a ri­
ver as the Nile, without femeprofpedt of 
advantage : this matter was too obvious 
to be overlooked : hence our author felt 
himfrif obliged to aflign fome reafon ; 
and we foppofe that he gave the belt he 
could think of. One of their Kings fore- 
feeing that a large plain, of the moft fer­
tile foil in the world, covered with the 
richeft productions of nature, would arife 
fome lime or other, if he turned the en­
ormous weight cf the Nile into a deep 
gulph of ,the fea, undertook, therefore, 
to change the courfe of the river, and it 
was done! tut here Mr. Savary again, 
as he did before, pafl’es over ages, during 
which the gulph was filling up by the 
wafers of the Nile ! without ever telling 
us when or where land firft began to ap- 

. pear in it ; or when the Egyptians firft 
dilcbVered the Nile again, diitimft from 
the gulph ; or when they began to culti­
vate the new lands they had thus ac- 
qtii.ed. Men of inferior abilities to Mr. 
S vary would perhaps reafon thus : That 
the changing of the courfe of fuch a river 
as the Nile fuppofes previous cultivation ; 
fuppofes previous art and management in 
thofe parts through which they meant to.

tarry 
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carry its ftreams 5 or into which they 
pieant to throw the enormous weight of 
Ks waters : and perhaps feme might think 
that the ancient Egyptians had a much 
better profpeft of acquiring the foil they 
'vifhed for in Lybia, where the Nile then 
tolled along its fruitful ftreams, than by 
turning the enormous weight of its wa­
ters into a deep and barren gulph. But 
there is no refilling facts : fa£ls are what 

want: not faffs beyond thole times 
of which hiftory has preferred us any 
account; for they are whatever the writer 
°r (in cafe of any difference) whatever 
the reader pleaies-

Mr. Savary affefls to flipport his whole 
fyftem by the authority of Herodotus ; 
and therefore, on this occafion, quotes 
that ancient Greek in Inch a manner as 
heft fuits his puipofe : but we fhall fol­
low the language of the venerable hifto- 
fian. Speaking of the priefts, be thus 
continues the difeourfe: “ Moreover 
“ they fay that Menes was the firft of 
*' men that reigned as king : that under 
<c him all Egypt, except the province of 
“ Thebes, was m&ijt ground, or 

fen . and that there was none of thofe’ 
<c things then, which now exift below the 
“ lake of Myris.” Lib. ii. c. 4. Ho­
mer explains the word sAq$, when he lays 
°f the youth Simoifius, He fell as a tall 
poplar, which had grown up, tv
Ehsoj, in a grajfy part of a great marfii, 
°r fen. II. lib. iv. ver. 483. Heie 
both the Delta and Upper Egypt, even as 
far as to the province of Thebes, are all 

. defcribed under one word, as being the 
fame ground, confifting of the fame kind 
°f foil, capable of trees and plants, ca­
pable of improyement from the hands of 
tnen in the days of Menes. No intima­
tion is given that the Delta was ever an 
ifland : nor do we fuppofe that it had then 
the lead appearance of an ifland ; or that 
any part of the Delta was at that time 
feparate from the land of Upper Egypt. 
For Herodotus thus expreffes himfelf 
afterwards : “ The priefts fay that Menes 
“ the firft king of Egypt joined it and 
“ Memphis by a bridge; or (as the 
“ phrafe may be rendered) defended

Memphis by mounds. For the whole 
<c river flowed along by Mount Pfam- 
<c mius towards Lybia: but Menes 
*c higher up, as far as an hundred ftades 
“ from Memphis, by banking up to- 
"c wards the fouth the turning of the river, 
sc dried up its ancient channel; and the 
“ river, thus direfled in its courfe, 

‘ flowed along between the mountains : 
“ and even now by the Perlians the 
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,{ turning of the Nile, which flows on in a 
<c reftrained courfe, is defended by ftrong 
“ barriers, being banked up with annual 
“> mounds ; which if the river fhould 
“ break through, it would overflow on 
“ that, part, and all Memphis would be 
(i- in danger of being covered with the 
“ waters.” Herodotus adds, that this 
Menes, after he had turned the courfe of 
the river, built Memphis within the 
ancient bed of the Nile. Lib. ii. c. 99. 
Here we have a decided teftimony, that 
according to the ancient Egyptians them- 
felves, the king of Egypt who turned the 
courfe of the river, did not throw the 
enormous weight of its waters into a deep 
gulph, but carried them along the fame 
kind of ground with that where the turn­
ing of the river was firft made : that the 
Deka was not an ifland, nor ever had th.e 
appearance of an ifland, till the Nile was 
introduced into it, and guided through 
various channels into all parts of it by 
the (kill and hands of men : and that the 
Delta, whatever increafe of foil it might 
receive from the Nile, yet was not origi­
nally a gift of the river ; though it was 
brought into a flute of high cultivation 
by means of its ftreams. Hence it is 
obvious,'as indeed every rational perfon 
muft perceive, that the Delta was culti­
vated and managed in fitch a manner as 
was fuited to the purpofe, previously to 
the introduction of the Nile; and that 
this fertile plain. was under cultivation 
even before Memphis was ‘built. Hence 
alfo we fee the reafon why Mofes never 
calls any of the ftreams of the Delta o- 
therwife than far, which fignifies a canal, 
or paflage for water formed by the hands 
of men : in the plural fariem, canals : 
and the moft eminent ftream, in his time, 
is only diftinguifhed by the name of 
Hejar, that is, The Canal, by way of 
emphafis. There were no ftreams or 
branches of the Nile in the Delta, whofe 
courfe was not originally formed by the 
hands rof men : and to this we fuppofe 
the prophet alludes, above an hundred 
years before Herodotus was born,. when 
he thus defcribes the pride of the Pharaohs 
faying, “ My river is mine own, and I 
“ have made it for myfelf.” This river 
had not, as our author fuppofes, its name 
from Nileus, one of tire fucceflbrs of 
Menes: for the term Nehel, whence 
Hilus, fignifies a ftream of water that 
forms itfelf a bed in its courfe, and is 
often applied to torrents. But in the 
Delta every bed of water was formed by the 
hands of men : here therefore it ceafed to 
be JTehel; this name therefore in ancient

Simes 
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times was not given to any ftrearn in the 
Delta, but only to the river all above 
the divifion.

But our author alledges the name of 
Herodotus, in order to fhew the time 
when the Delta was in its infancy ; thus: 
44 In the time of Moeris, who lived five 
“■ hundred years before the Troian war, 
tc the Delta then appeared in its infancy. 
'«*  Her. p. 41. Euterp.” We cannot rely 
wpon this gentleman's quotations. Hero­
dotus thus fpeaks : 44 Moreover the priefts 
44 fay, that under king Myris, when the 
44 river came to the eighth cubit, at ieaft, 
44 it watered that part of Egypt which is 
<4 below Memphis : and Myris had not 
t4 been dead nine hundred years when 
44 I heard thefe things from the priefts.” 
Herodotus was born four years before the 
expedition of Xerxes into Greece : if then 
we count from the year of the battle of 
Salamis, which was near 34.70 of the 
world,, when Herodotus was quite a child, 
we cannot be confidered as taking any 
advantage, fince this muft be feveral years 
before Herodotus was in Egypt. From 
34.7a deduct 900, and we are brought 
back to the year 2570 of the world, which 
was near the fkughter or Eglon by Ehud, 
who then judged Ifrael. Can we fay that 
the Delta was then in its infancy ? Surely 
not. But Mr. Savary alledges another 
proof from Strabo ; thus: 44 Eight cu- 
44 bits was then futticient to overflow it, 
44 in all its extent. Boats palled over it 
44 from one extremity to the other; and 
44 its towns, built on artificial elevations, 
« refembled the iflands of the klEgean 
44 fea. Strabo, lib. 17.” But fifteen 
cubits it fems were, neceffary to produce 
the fame effects in the days of Herodotus. 
We fcarce know how to follow our very 
aftive and ingenious author. This fen- 
tence, 44 Eight cubits was then fufficient 
44 to overflow it in all its extent,” is taken 
from the firft part of the foregoing paf- 
fage, which we have already quoted out 
of Herodotus : Thefe are none of Strabo's 
words, nor ought .hey to have been placed 
to his account. And befides, the priefts 
did not tell Herodotus, that eight cubits 
in the days of Myris was fufficient to 
overflow the Delta, in all its extent) that 
is, from Pelufium to Canopa, together 
with two days journey into the country, 
cm each fide : no, no ; They only faid, 
that when the river came to the eighth 
cubit, it watered that part of Egypt 
which is below Memphis- There is no- 
thisg in their language that implies ahy 
foci*  extent: and yet, if it had implied it, 
•ibis would not Have proved the Delta to 

be then in its infancy: it would only 
have ihewn what degrees of rife in the 
river were neceffary to water the adjacent 
lands, at that time.

Mr. Savary had no right to apply thefe 
phrafes, Eoats' puffed oner it from one 
extremity to the other, and its towns built 
on artificial elevations, &c. to the time 
of Myris . For Strabo, in that paflhge, 
drops not one fyliable about the days of 
Myris, or the irate of the Delta in his reign : 
he only fays what its appearance was in 
his own times ; and thus expreffes hirn- 
felf : 44 Many different cuts through the 
44 whole ifland of the Delta have formed 
44 many channels, fo that the whole is 
44 .navigable.—In the overflowings of the 
44 Nile all is covered and appears as a fea, 
44 except their habitations ; and thefe being 
44 placed on native hillocks, or mounds, 
44 as well memorable cities as villages, 
44 give to the fight at a diftance the ap- 
44 pearance of iflands.” He applies none 
of thefe things to the days of Myris, 
nor could our author have any right 
whatever to make fuch an application.

In calculating the degrees of rife in the 
Nile neceffary to the production of plen­
ty, Mr. Savary entangles himfeif; partly 
by overlooking the different extent of the 
Delta, at different times j partly by notcon- 
fidering that different degrees of rife in 
the river, would equally overflow the lands, 
juft as the Egyptians thought fit, by 
m?ans of their canals, and mounds, and 
refervoirs ; partly, by confuting the dif­
ferent terms of hiftorians, underftandirrg 
more than they fometimes faid ; and 
partly, by confounding the cubit of one 
nation with that of another. Hence the 
different degrees cf rife, at different times, 
feem to our author much greater than 
they really were. This will appear ob­
vious, by comparing his remarks with He­
rodotus, and the more accurate language 
of Strabo. In the time of Myris, fays 
Mr. Savary, 44 eight cubits was fum- 
44 cient to overflow it in all its extent.” 
This, as we have fhewn, is much more 
than the hiftorian afferts : and befides, he 
does not ufe a term that fignifies to over­
flow- 44 When Herodotus, fays our au­
thor, vifited Egypt, fifteen cubits were 
neceffary to cover all the Lower Egypt ; 
but the Nile then overflowed the coun­
try for the (pace of two days journey, 
to the right and left of the Delta.” That 
is, as the hiftorian himfelf expreffes it 5 
44 The Nile, when it overflow’s, goes not 
44 only over the Delta, but alfo the conn- 
44 try when is called Lybian, and allo 
44 over fome parts of Arabia, and that on

44 each
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each fide, to the extent of two days 
Journey, more oriels.” So that in his 

days, the Nile perhaps overflowed near 
h>ur times a greater quantity of ground 
than it did in the reign of Myris. “ Un- 
, der the Roman empire,” fays Mr. 

Savary, “ fixteen cubits produced the 
7 fame effects.” We Ihould have won­
dered very much if they had not. But 
^t us hear Strabo, a much better guide, 
'vho terns writes : “ For the country, 

irom its natural growth, yields much 
“ fruits ; and being well watered, liill 
' more : and the greater the increafe of 

c' the river, from its natural 'dwelling, 
c the more land it waters ; yet ikill and 

(£ Pro:psr management w 11 very often 
fucceed, when the natural rile of the 

‘ river fails ; fo that as much land fhall 
‘ be watered by irnaher increafes of the

Nile, as is watered by larger ones, and 
that through the aid of canals and 
^founds. Before the time of Petro- 
nius, there was then the greateft abtind- 

{ ance, when the Nile came up to the 
t‘ fourteenth cubit ; but if it role to the 

eghth only, there was great fcarcity : 
but while he was prefect over the 

{’ country, although the Nile dwelled up 
/ onty fp fFe twelfth cubit, there was 
( yet the greateft abundance ; and when

toit fometimes reached only 
eighth, no one perceived anj

(Strabo, lib. 17- p. 542.) Where now 
ace our author’s fixteen cubits, under the 
“l^man empire ? We have it here as a 
ta«> that under the government of Petro- 
n‘Us, twelve cubits afforded the greateft 
'•ibundance : we have it here ftated as a 
K»own thing, that as much land was cf- 
N’n watered by finaller increafes of the 

de as by larger ones 5 and that the quan.- 
;!ty of ground overflowed, and the con­

sequent fertility, were not to be meafured 
the number of cubits which the river 

’■veiled to, but by the ikill and manage- 
of the people, or by the care and 

mention of their governors : and we have 
fufficient evidence, that although the 

j y-of eight cubits only had been attended 
^■ith great fcarcity, yet, even under Pe- 
'oitilTS, from the rile of eight cubits 
R by proper management, no one 

Perceived any want. Nothing can be 
brom the variations of the fwelling

Wh‘1£ ^e’ favour of that hypothefis, 
.makes the Delta originally a very 

a j ifland, arifing, by degrees, out of 
$ "‘^eP gtilph of the lea. From what we 

‘ °n record, the overflowings ®f the 
DqJ*  ’n tbe time of Strabo, gave the 
1 “ La a greater appearance of being in its 

infancy, than its inundations ever did 
in the reign of Myris : and there feems 
to have been no fuch extent of naviga­
tion within the Delta during the time of 
that king, as in the days of Strabo. The 
very unjuft application of Strabo’s des­
cription to the reign of Myris, may be 
conlidered as a proof that we are right. 
The words of Strabo would not have 
been wrefted in that manner, had they 
not been thought fuitable to the purpofe. 
In fhort, it is our opinion, that if the 
Delta were as well cultivated, and the 
fame number of channels, mounds, and 
refervoirs as well managed as formerly, 
the Nile would even now overflow th® 
country to as large an extent as in the 
days of Herodotus ; and that thirteen or 
fourteen cubits rife, accompanied with 
the fame diligence and ikill, v otild pro­
duce nearly as great an abundance as un­
der the government of Petronius. It is 
indeed allowed, that the Delta may have 
been railed by the conftant inundations of 
the river, yet the bottom of every Chan­
nel muft iurely have been railed in pro­
portion : andbelides, the Egyptians knew 
h®w to make the channels Ihallower, if 
required.

Herodotus advanced an opinion of his 
own, that moft of thofe parts of Egypt 
to which the Grecians failed, were «//- 
•ventitious to the Egyptians, and a gift 
of the river ; became the plains which 
lie between the mountains beyond 
Memphis, feeracd to him to have been a 
bay of the fea ; hence, be concluded that 
the Delta did not always exift. Of 
cqurfe, Herodotus thought that Upper 
muft have been inhabited long before? 
Lower Egypt •, for, according to bJs 
creed, the firft nations fprang out of the 
ground, which was firft called by their 
iurname. This thought, that Upper 
Egypt muft have been inhabited long be­
fore Lower Egypt, ch. rmed. Mr., Sava- 
ry above all others - and for the lake of 
it, he loft himfelf in a deep gulph, far 
beyond thofe times of which hiftory has 
preferved us any epoch 1 Let us then, 
for the fake of argument, fuppofe, that 
thofe plains were once. a bay of the fea, 
yet it will not follow, that the reafoning 
and inferences either of Mr. Savary or 
Herodotus can have any foundation what­
ever. One Angle example will fuffici- 
ently prove this. Herodotus fays, “ If 
we chofe to follo w the fentiments of the 
Romans concerning Egypt, who fay, 
that the Delta only is Egypt j------w®
might then, following fucii a. tradition, 
Ihew that the Egyptians,' at firft, had 
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no country: for indeed the Egyptians 
themfelves fay, and fo it appears to me, 
that they found the Delta irriguous or 
moifl ground; and in one word, that it is 
of late exiftence:—but I do not fuppofe 
that the Egyptians came into exiftence 
together with that place which the loni- 
ails call the Delta; but that they al­
ways were, ever fince men were; and 
that as the ground accumulated, many of 
them indeed were left, but that many came 
down from the higher parts.” (C. 15.) 
Here let it be obferved, that fo far as we 
know, no one ever pretended that the 
Egyptians came into exiftence, either to­
gether with the Delta, or together with 
the ground that was firft called Egypt, 
except Herodotus and lome Greeks ; and 
that we apprehend fuch an opinion wdl 
not, in our times, be taken up and main­
tained. Hence the greateft part of the 
reafotiing of Herodotus at once falls to the 
ground. The Priefts informed Hero­
dotus, that all Egypt, as far as to the 
province of Thebes, was one ; and alfo, 
that the ground was of the fame kind, 
not feparated, while the Nile flowed 
through the lands of Lybia ; and that 
Menes, the firft king of the Egyptians, 
turned the courfe of the river. Hence 
itwas divided into two ftreams or chan­
nels, and thus the land between became 
the. Delta, and an ifland, which, before 
that divifion, had been 'united with the 
land above the divifion ; lo that in this 
fenfe indeed, the Delta did not always 
exift : and it might aifo be juftly laic!, 
that the Egyptians, by whom tiie divi­
fion of the river was made, exifted before 
the Delta, fince the whole was done by 
the hands of the Egyptians. Now, al­
though the Delta was formed by the divi­
fion of the river, yet it does not follow, 
that itwas a gift of the river, fince what 
cofiftituted tiie Delta was in exiftence be­
fore any fuch divifion was made : or if 
we allow, what'indeed is fcarcely allow­
able, that ail the ground from rhe fpct 
where the Nile turned into Lybia, do ,vn 
to the borders of the fea, had been thrown 
up by the river in a long courfe of ages ; 
yet it does not folio.., that this ground 
was more adventitious to the Egyptians, 
than the reft cf Egypt, fince they found the 
land all together in the fame ftate, and 
capable <jf improvement : neither does it 
follow from any of the foregoing circum- 
ftances, that the Egyptians inhabited Up­
per Egypt before they inhabited the Delta : 
nay, the contrary is evident from their 
own teftimony 5 fmee the? turning of the 
eourfe cf the river and the divifion of 

its ftreams were done by the Egyptians^ 
under Menes, their firft king, with a view 
to the improvement of the Delta, and of 
advantage to their habitations : nay more, 
it is confefled that even Memphis was not 
built till after thefe things were done. 
The teftimony of all antiquity is not to be 
fet afide in favour of an idle and ground- 
lefs fuppofition. Herodotus acknow­
ledges, that the lonians maintained that 
the Delta only was Egypt5 which is a de- 
cifive proof that they confidered the Del­
ta as firft inhabited. The cities of Apis 
and Mare a, fituated on the borders of Ly. 
bia, once contended that they had no re­
lation to the Egyptians, becaufe they 
lived out of the Delta, and could not agree 
to their cuftoms. An appeal was made 
to the oracle of Ammon, and the god 
gave it againft them : not, indeed, by 
denying the Delta to be the original 
Egypt: no ; but by faying properly, 
that Egypt comprehends all the country 
which is overflowed by the Nile; and 
that they who. drink of the river below- 
Eiephantis are Egyptians. Here then 
we fee, according to the ancient Egyp­
tians themfelves, that the firft parts nam­
ed Egypt, were the Delta. Moles, equally 
well acquainted with the traditions of the 
Egyptians and thofe of his anceltors, 
lays, New Hebron was built feven years 
before Zoar in Egypt 5 that is Ta­
nis, which ftcod where now the Lake 
Manzule is, and its ruins are on an 
illand in the Lake. If Zoar had not 
been the oldeft city in Egypt, his appeal 
to it, in favour of the fuperior antiquity 
of Hebron, by feven years, would have 
meant nothing. Indeed Moles lets be­
fore us no ether ancient Egypt but the 
Delta. When we conlider that Heber, 
his anceftor, who named one of his ions 
in reference to the firft divifion of na­
tions, lived till after the death of Abra­
ham, that. is, till the twentieth year of 
Jacob’s age. we can have no resfon here 
to call in quefticn the account of Mofes 
as to the firft Egyptians ; efpecially . as 
we doubt not. that the age of many 
Egyptians, during thole times, was as 
favourable for the conveyance of tradi­
tions concerning the origin of their coun­
try, as that of his own ancfcftors.

We ihall take notice only of one cir- 
cumftance more. Mr. Savary, in order 
to mew that the Delta has increafed in 
length as well as height, which pofilion 
we fliall net controvert, auedges the au­
thority of Homer in this manner ; Ho­
mer, that fubii me painter of people and 
vf countries,—Homer, whole geogra­

phical 
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pEical details are the moft pre cious mo­
numents of that kind tranfmitied to us by 
antiquity, puts thefe words into the 
tnouih of Menelaus landed in Egypt : 
“ In the ftormy fea which wafhes Egypt, 
fhere is an ifland called Pharos. Its 
diftance from the Ihore is fuch, as that 
a velTel w ith a fair wind may make the 
paffage in a day.” And again : “ This 
order, which obliged me to traverfe a fe- 
c°nd time the vaft and ftormy fea that 
feparates the Pharos from the Egyptian 
continent, rent my heart with grief.” 
Homer, adds our author, who had 
travelled in Egypt, reprelents to us the 
’Hand of Pharos, which forms the prefent 
port of Alexandria, as at the diftance of, 
at leaft, twenty leagues from the coaft of 
®gypt ; and, in this fentiment, concurs 
*vith that of the moft remote antiquity.” 
We beg leave to obferve, that by a day, 
Homer does not mean twenty-four hours, 
hut day as oppofed to night: that Ho- 
fn«r fays, Moreover, there is a certain 
ifland in the many-waved fea, within 
ft^ht of Egypt (n^oTreqicifif) and they call 
it Pharos and that in the laft claufe, 
the words of Homer run thus : “ He 
feid, and my heart was filled with grief, 
fl°r this reafon, becaufe he ordered me 
again to go through the gloomy fea into 
■Egypt ; a long and difficult pafl’age.” He 
fays not a word here about the vaft and 
ftorniy fea that feparates the Pharos front 
the Egyptian continent, A late writer, 
well known for his pleafantry, fays— 
“ Strange that one and twenty miles fail­

ing, for ’tis abfolutely no farther from 
Dover to Calais, fliould give a man thefe 
rights—I’ll look into then}.” Now we 
afle. our travelling-readers whether, as to 
the diftance between thofc two places, 
more can be laid of Dover than that it is 
within fight of Calais j or of Calais, than 
that it is within fight of Dover ? And 
yet Mr. Savary aiierts, that the Pharos 
was at leaft twenty leagues from Egypt; 
although Homer lays that it was within 
fght of Egypt ! he therefore, at moft, 
does not make it above feven leagues. 
Homer*  s geographical details ceafe to be 
precious monuments, in the hands of Mr. 
Savary ! Thefe are the reafons why we 
durft not give full credit to our author’s 
account of the latitude of Cape Burlos. 
We can have no reliance upon his repre- 
fentations of fafts, where any hypothefis 
or fancy of his own is connected. Had 
not fufficient proof been given of this mat­
ter, we fliould have read his volumes with 
much greater pleafure. We fmcerely 
aik forgivenefs of our candid and learned 
readers, for having dwelt lb long on the 
firft fubjeft of thefe letters. We might 
indeed have, at once, taken fuch fpeci- 
mens as are feen in the public prints al- 
moft every week, and thus have laved 
ourfelves fome labour. But that would 
not have been a proper difeharge of the 
office we have undertaken. Hoping, 
therefore, an eafy pardon from the dis­
cerning and intelligent, we promife 
greater expedition in the things that re­
main.

*1 HIS is the leaft original of Mrs. Cow- 
ley s plays ; the greater part of it 

being borrowed from Mrs. Behn’s Co- 
tnedy of 77;c Lucky Chance ; or, The Ai- 
German's Bargain : and it does fome 
credit to Mrs. Cowley’s delicacy, that 
Ifte deteftable manners of the characters 
j*1 that piece left fo little impreffion upon 
bcr memory, that fhe forgot how much 
me had been indebted to her predecefibr’s 
Performance. Having read both plays, 
'ye think fomething more than the idea of 
Pe bufinefs which concerns Antonia, 

■penry, and Gafpar, was prefented by 
*be oblblete Comedy, whofe name Mrs.

owley has not thought proper to give to 
be public : and it is but juftice to ac- 
nowledge, that the insinuation of inde- 

ccricies being to be found in the prefent 
Performance, has, in our opinion, no 

VPL. XI.

A School for Grey Beards ; or, The MonrningBride. A Comedy*,  By Mrs. Cow­
ley. 8vo. is. 6d. Robrnfon.

foundation, Thofc who difapproved the 
piece on fiat account, on the firft night 
of the reprefentation, feem only to have 
dilhonoured themfelves. It muft be a 
very prurient imagination indeed tha| 
could extr‘.ft indecenc es to be offended 
with, from any thing we have obferved 
on the perufal of it. Of fuch perfons it 
may belaid, as it was by Mr. Addifon of 
fone others, that they have a good nofe a,t 
an inuendo.

As this is the leaft original, we think it 
the leaft meritorious of any ‘of Mrs. 
Cowley’s Dramas, and would, for the 
future, advife her to rely more on herfelf. 
The objeftions which fhe combat*  in her 
preface are truly ridiculous, and, were 
they to be allowed any weight, would de­
grade the Englilh Rage to the loweft point 
of infipiditv. With the fex or charafter

F ' of
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i a dramatick author, or in what man­
ner Rich a one fhould fpeak in their o\vn 
perTons, are circumftances the audience 
have no right to enquire. If th? charac­
ters prefen ted to them fpeak .the language 
of nature, and thofe characters are pro­
per objects of dramatick reprefentation, 
the candour and good fefife of an Engliih 
audience fhould be reminded, tbatto con­
ceive and fill up a Comedy is a taffc of no 

REVIS W, 

fmall difficulty, and every allowance ought, 
to be made for any defeats. Of this ipk- 
cies of competition how few have reached 
the point of excellence.

It is a remarkable circumft mce., that 
prefixed to Mrs. Behn’s original play is a 
defence againft charges of indecency, and 
complaints of malevolence in Tome part 
of the audience, in the fame manner as 
there is before the prefent performance.

The Afiatjck Mifcellany ; epnfifting of original Productions, Tranflatipns, Fugi­
tive Pieces, Imitations, and Extracts from curious Publications, No. I. and II. 
4-to. Printed at Calcutta, by Daniel Stuart, 17S5. Price a Gold Mohur each.

rrHE defign of this Mifcellany is, as 
the Editor informs us, to bring to­

gether various materials that may render 
it at once entertaining, curious, and in- 
iTruXtve ; and the prefent work affords 
no bad fpecimen of the abilities cf the 
undertaker to perform his engagements 
with the public- It has been long appa­
rent, that many gentlemen refideiit in In­
dia pofiefs talents both, folid and bril­
liant ; not merely adapted for bufinefs, 
but calculated to inform, to delight, and 
to inftruX mankind; and exerted as wetrui't 
they will be, they cannot tail of rendering 
the name of a Briton refpeftable even, in 
the remoteft comers cf the world. With 
the cultivation of literature will follow the 
improvements and comforts of civilization; 
and the advantages arifing from periodi­
cal publications, like the prefent, to dif- 
fufe knowledge, we believe is now well 
known and acknowledged.

Vve think it incumbent upon us to 
take particular notice of the prefent pub­
lication,’ as it can fall under the notice, cf 
but few of our readers. Tn the month 
of January 1784, fir,William Jones de­
livered a difeourfe at Calcutta on the in­
stitution of a Society for enquiring into 
the hiilory, c-iril and natural, the anti­
quities, arts, faiences, and literature of 
Alia ; in which, after ftatifig the advan­
tages which might probably rile from 
fuch a meeting regularly held, he fays, 
£i In the infancy" of any Society there 
ought to be no confinement, no trouble, 
no expesee, no unncceffary formality. 
Let us, if you pleGb, for the prefent, 
have weekly evening meetings in this 
hall, for the.purpole or hearing original 
papers read on fuch fubjcXs as fall with­
in the circle of our enquiries. Let all 
curious and learned men he invited to 
fend their trails to our Secretary, for 
which they ought immediately to receive 
oHf shanks; axd if, towards the end cf

each year, we fhould be fupplied with a 
fufficiency of valuable materials to fill a 
volume, let us prefent our AJlaiic Mis­
cellany- to the literary world, who have 
derived fo much pleafure and informa­
tion from the agreeable work of Kemp- 
fc-r (than which we can fcarce propoie a 
better model) that they will accept, with 
eagernefs, any frefli entertainment of the 
fame kind.” The prefent publication 
Teems to be formed upon the above plan, 
and is probably executed by the gentle­
man who threw out the above hint-

It is intended to be continued four 
times a year, and every four numbers to 
compole a volume. Each number is fold 
for a gold mohur ; and the following are 
the contents of the firft and lecond num­
bers.

No. I.—x. The Bifhop of Landaff’s 
difeourfe to the clergy of Eiy, on the 
importance of the ftudy of Oriental Lite­
rature.

z. A Hymn to Carndeo. By fir Wil­
liam Jones, fince reprinted by Payne, 
4to. 1784.

3- A. Hymn to Narayena. By the 
Same. See page 47 of the prefent Ma­
gazine.

4. Reflexions on viewing the Maufp- 
leum at Sufferam.. In a poetical epiftle 
to a friend. By Thomas Law, Efq.

5. Thevenot’s account of his jour­
ney from Cairo to Suez, in the year 1638.

6. An account of the Arabian Aftro- 
noniy ExtraXed from Coftard’s Hiftory 
of Aftroncmy.

7. The fatal effeXs of precipitation. 
From the Ayer Danilh of Abulfazcl.

8. An account of the Preadamites, and 
..the Hitlory of the World to the death of 
Adam. ExtraXed from the  
ill' Akhbar of Khondemu r.

Khelaff.lt

9, An account of Embaffies and Let­
ters that paffed between the Emperor, of 
China and Sultan Shakrckh, fen of Amir.

Thn'nr,

Khelaff.lt
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J iffiur. Extracted from the Matla us 
"ridein, and translated by William Cham­
bers, Efq.

io. A ftory from the Guliftah of 
h-adi.

U . A tale from the Bahuriftan of 
Jami.

la. Softly: anOdefrom Hafiz. By 
Ute late captain Thomas Ford.

13. Ode from Khoofro. By W. K»
14- Extracts from the Youfef Zelik-

na of Jami. By Thomas Law, Efq.
J5- Lines from Khoofro. By the 

iame.
No. I. contains :
1 • Mujnoon ; or the diftraflcd Lover. 

A Eale, in imitation of Jouini. By 
Captain Wiliiam Kirkpatrick.

2- The Hiftory of the World continued.

^7- H
3. The voyages and travels of M. 

Cefar Frcdericke, merchant, of Venice^ 
into the Eaft Indies, and beyond the 
Indies. Traflatcd from the Italian in 
A. D. 1598.

4. An ‘Hymn to 'Serefwaty.
5, The Enchanted Fruit ; or the H'n- 

du Wife. An antediluvian tale. Writ­
ten in the province of Bahar.

6. A ihort account, of the Mahratta 
State. Written in Perfian by a Mun- 
fnv that accompanied colonel Upton on 
his embafly to Poonah. Tranflated by 
William Chambers, Efq. This and the 
third article have been lately reprinted by 
Keariley.

7. Extracts froth Yufef Zelikha con-i 
tinued. .

•’A concife Account of the Kingdom of Pegu, its Climate, Produce, Trade, and 
Govtrnment ; the Manners and Cuftoms of its Inhabitants. Interfperfed with Re­
marks moral and political. With an Appendix, containing an Enquiry into the 
Caufe of the Variety obfervable in the Fleeces of Sheep in different Climates : To 
which is added, a Defcription of the Caves at Elephanta, Arnbola*  and Canals j 
the Whole being the Refult of Observations made on a Voyage performed by Order 
°f the Honourable Eaft India Company. By W. Hunter, A. M. Surgeon. 8vo« 
Printed by John Hay, at Calcutta. 1785. Sewed. 5s.

''HIS is one of the productions of the 
Calcutta prefs, and does no difere- 

to the infant art of printing in that 
quarter of the world. The author, in 
an advertifoment prefixed, fays, that the 
d’bjsff of his book began to be digefted 
111 1783, and fome changes having hap­
pened m the ftate of the country fihce that 
period, a few anachronisms may be cb- 
1'1 Vt'd, which it would be difficult and 
?jrbaps not very eafy to guard agairift.

£ adds, that to delineate the prelent 
A'eof a country where revolutions are fo 
leQuent and fo fudden as they are in Pe- 

h'-b is next to impoffible ; and therefore 
Vvmit ;s contained in his work inuft be 
^P'lfidered as relating to the ftate of af- 
pdIrs as they were in Augull andSeptem- 
>ei 1782, except where the contrary is 
^Ptclsly mentioned.

After this advertifemeht follows an in- 
Jofiuefion.j wherein.the author points out 
•p J salons which 1rave operated to render 
.|CSU lb imperfectly known, arid difplays 

‘^vantages which might reffilt from 
better acquaintance with that country. 

‘ d he information, he adds, we have 
^een able to collect, with regard to this 
AU11try, is a matt‘er of fome importance 
d° ^le politician 5 but differently conii- 

jhe philofophcr may perhaps find 
^tiling in it not unworthy of his at-

J°n, a&. furnrihing material? for com­

plecting lhe hiftory of the human mind. 
Since ah' emulation arbfe among the na­
tions of Europe, for making difcoveries*  
in countries before unknown, this moil 
noble of all fciences, as well as aimoft 
every otherj has received great improve­
ments. The moral philosopher has been 
furnifiied by thofe uncultivated nation's 
with faffs which he would have looked 
for in vain among people whofe minds 
had been made by habitual intercourfe te> 
deviate from their natural bent, and con­
form themfdves to the artificial rules pre- 
fcribed by ctiftom.

“ It is a curious and apTeafmg talk to 
trace a refemblance between fome of the 
cuftoms that prevail in thofe remote and 
uncivilized countries, and tliofe of naa 
lions to whole manners we have been 
mbre habituated ; arid it is a'lfo a talk 
from the prbfecution of which we may de­
rive no contemptible improvement. There 
are many things el’abiiihtd by cuftoms 
nay, in feme inftances, ftamped with the 
fhnftibn of law, dnd praflUcd every day 
amongft Us, which, in the eye of an 
impartial bbferver, are unreasonable and 

.abiurd : having been accuftomed from 
our infancy to fee them, wc become, to­
tally infenfib’e of their impropriety j yet 
place before our eyes the piafliceof a dis­
tant and barbarous people, which agrees 
with odr owri in' e\ e.y effimtial point, and

F a only 
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only varies in a few inconfiderable cir- 
cumftances ; the abfurdity ftrikes our 
ienfe at once, and is thence reflefled on 
that cuftom of our own which we had for­
merly looked on without any difapproba- 
tion. It is alfo in the hiftory of thofe 
na'tions where fociety is yet in its infancy, 
that we mu ft look for the natural and 
undifguifed operation of the human 
paflions ; for in vain fhould we expefl to 
find the genuine effect of thofe emotions 
in a race of men among whom refinement 
has introduced a ftudied uniformity of 
conduct on all occafions.”

This work is divided into eight chap­
ters, of which the following are the con­
tents :

Chap. i. Situation and extent of Pegu 
.-----A fhort account of the revolutions of
its government-—Defcription of the capi­
tal—Of the coaft—Face of the country— 
Climate.

Chap. 2. D.fcnption of the inhabitants 
------ Their perlons—A remarkable badge 
worn by their Birmahs—Drefs—Man­
ners and difpofition—Military character.

Chap. 3. Of the religion of Pegu------
Its objects—Of the Priefts or Talapoys 
Of their places of worfliip—Aiuriverfary 
feftivals. 7

Chap. 4. Of the government of Pegu 
»—Its form—Regulations ci the police— 
Of the four principal magiftrates—The 
Meoon—The Recon—The Checkaw— 
The Shabunditr—Of the dignity and 
power of the king of Ava—Hiftory and 
charafler of the prelent king.

Chap. 5. Some account of the laws— 
Of puniihments—Trial by ordeal------
Laws regarding marriages and debtors.

Chap. 6. State of the arts in Pegu— 
Language of the Birmahs—Their man­
lier of writing—Their mafic.

Chap. 7. Of the produfl and commerce 
of Pegu—Trade of teak-wood—Tin— 
Bees-wax—Gold—Nitre—Areca—Ca- 
chow—Petroleum---Grain—Animals----
Fruit-—Money.

Chap. 8. Of the treatment of fo­
reigners who trade to Pegu—Reafons for 
the conduct of the Bipgahs in this refpefl 
■—Propofal for putting the commerce on 
a better- footing than at prefent.

As a fpecimen of our author’s man­
ner, we fhali extrafl the fecond chapter.

“ The inhabitants, as I have ob'ferv- 
ed, are of a mufcular make ; their fta- 
ture is about the middle fize, and their 
limbs, in general, well proportioned. 
Their complexion, is fwarthy, being a 
medium between that of the Chinefe and

the inhabitants of Bengal, In fea­

ture, they refemble the Malays ; their 
face is broad ; the eyes large and black ; 
the nofe flat ; the cheek-bones promi­
nent ; and the m®uth extremely wide. 
They wear, on the chin, a tuft of hair, 
of unequal lengths ; and Ihdve the reft of 
the face. Their teeth are always of a jet- 
black, which, however difgufting it may­
be to an European eye, is, among them, 
efteemed a great ornament; and accord­
ingly they are at very great pains to ac- 
compli/h it.

“ They wear various ornaments in 
their ears, many of them in common 
with other caftern nations ; but one that 
appears to be peculiar to this people, is 
a thin plate of gold, rolled up in the 
form of a quill, about the thicknefs of a 
finger, which is thruft into a hole made 
in the ufual part of the ear, large enough 
to receive it. The foregoing defcription 
is chiefly applicable to the Birmahs, that 
is the natives of Ava, or their defeen- 
dants, who are now very numerous here, 
as the government is entirely in their 
hands. The original inhabitants of 
Pegu have faces more nearly approach­
ing to the oval form ; their features 
are fofter, more regular, and feem 
to exprefs greater fenfe andacutenefs than 
thofe of the Birmahs, with whom, in 
other refpefls, they nearly agree. The 
Birmahs, however, who pique them- 
felves on being defeended from the con­
querors, and with to be diftinguithed 
from the nation they fubdued, ufe a badge 
for that purpofe, which we rnuft con­
clude they value very highly, from the 
fufferings they undergo to obtain it. 
The thigh of every Birmah, including 
the hip and knee, is of a jet-black , 
which has a very Angular appearance 5 
and this mark they receive in their child­
hood. It is made by the repeated appli­
cation of an inftrument with a great num­
ber of fliarp points, placed clofe toge­
ther, fomething like that ufed in carding- 
wool, ’till the part is entirely covered 
with drops of blood. After this, they 
apply a liquid, of which galls is a prin­
cipal ingredient. This excites a conii- 
derable degree of fever ; and it is com­
puted by the natives themfelves, that 
about tw'o children out of five perifh, in 
confequence of the operation. Some per- 
fons of a higher rank have, inftead of 
this, their thighs covered with the re- 
prefentations of tigers, and other wild 
beafts, imprinted by ' a procefs fimilar 
to the former. I would not be meant by 
anything that has been faid, to infinuate 
that this practice was firft inftituted on

the 
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the conqueft of Pegu by the Birmahs ; 
on the contrary, I believe it to be of much 
greater antiquity ; and all I mean to fay, 
is, that the accidental circumftance of its 
preferving a reparation between them and 
the original natives of the country, has 
undoubtedly enhanced its value in their 
efteem. It is not eafy to conjecture what 
lias given rife to an operation which oc- 
cafions fo much pain and danger to the 
perlon who undergoes it ; but it is not 
altogether peculiar to this people ; for we 
meet with praftices fimilar to it among 
other nations : that which refembles it 
the moft, is the operation of tatiacKviiig, 
ufed-by the natives of Otaheite.

“ The men have long black, hair, tied on 
the top of the head ; over which fome 
wear a white handkerchief, in form of a 
turban ; others go with their heads bare 
and decorated with flowers. They wear 
about their loins a piece of party-coloured 
fdk, or catton cloth, which is afterwards 
palled over the (houlder, and goes round 
the body. Thofe of higher rank have 
this cloth fo long as to hang down over 
their thighs and legs ; which, among the 
lower clafs of people, are bare. The 
women have a kind of fliort jacket to co­
ver the upper part of their bodies ; and the 
remainder of their drefs is a piece of cloth, 
which is faftened round the loins, and 
hangs down to the ankles. This is doub­
led over a few inches at the fore-part, 
where it is open, lb that the thigh is dif- 
tovered, in walking,' through its whole 
length. This mode of drefs, they tell 
us, was firft introduced by a certain 
queen of Ava, who did it with the view 
of reclaiming the hearts of the men from an 
unnatural, and deteftable paffion to which 
they were, at that time, totally abandon­
ed ; and fucceeded ib well, that the is 
remembered at this day with gratitude, as 
a public benefaclrefs to the kingdom.

“ In their behaviour to ftrangers, they 
are obliging, and fhew a degree of frank- 
nefs that one would by no means expeft 
to meet in a nation, whom we have been 
accuftomed to look upon as barbarous. 
They exprefs a great curiofity to fee the 
manners of ftrangers, which makes them 
often come into their houfes, and obferve 
all that is doing, without appearing to 
be under any conftraint. They alfo take 
pleafure in imitating the drefs and be­
haviour of thofe who come among them, 
and appear highly delighted when a 
ftranger imitates any of theirs. In re­

turn, if you go into their houfes, you are 
received with great hofpitality ; the peo­
ple are eager to find fomething that may 
give you fatisfadfion, and feem very hap­
py when you fhew any marks of being 
pleafed. They have none of that ftrid- 
nefs which diftinguifhes the other eaftern 
nations ; but will tbemfelves conduct you, 
with the greateft alacrity, through every 
part of their dwelling. The merit of 
their conaplaifance is fo much the greater 
on this account, that it cannot, in anv 
degree, be aft ribed to fear, as a ftranger 
is here entirely in their power, and the 
people have a very high idea of their own 
military force and prowefs.

“ And not without reafon ; for they 
are in reality, a formidable nation: nu­
merous, brave, poflsffing great ftrength 
of body, and capable of fuftaining fa­
tigue ; they only want a regular difcipline 
to render their power truly refpectable. 
Their principal weapons are the fpear and 
feimetar, both of which they handle with 
great dexterity. But the ufe of gun­
powder is not unknown to them, for they 
often employ muikets with match-locks. 
They are frequently at war with the Sia- 
mefe, over whom they have been often 
victorious The prifoners taken in thefe 
expeditions they detain, and employ in 
the occupations to which they w.-iy brought 
up. Many of the fhip-builders at Ran­
goon are Siamefe, who have been taken in 
war. For carrying any defperate enter- 
prize into execution, they have a fet of 
people, who very probably have been 
ciiminals referved for the purpoie, to 
whom it is death to return without haw 
ing effe&ed the bufmefs that they were 
fent on. This appears a ftrange piece 
of policy, as one fliould imagine that 
thofe men, whom we cannot fuppofeto be 
bound by any principles of honou -, or 
actuated by any afteClion for the ftate to 
which they belong, lie under great temp­
tations to join the enemy. What'means 
are ufed to prevent fo probable a conie- 
quence ; whether they are accompanied 
or commanded by men who are more 
worthy of trull, and able to reftrain them 
or encouraged by the hope of rewards on 
their return with fuegefs, I have not been 
able to learn. But be this as it will, it is 
very well known, that the Birmahs are 
not lingular in this practice, which is 
adopted by many of .the other defpotic 
powers of the Eaft.”

The-
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The London Medical Journal. Vol. VII. For the Year 1786. Svo. JohnfoH.

rT' HE fame degree of praile, which-we 
x have bellowed on former volumes of 

this excellent publication, may be extended 
to this. It contains a variety of new and 
important faits, and practical oblerva- 
ticns, which cannot but render it highly 
interefting ami ufeful to every member of 
the medical profellion. As the utility of 
the work is lo obvious, we learn with plea- 
line from the prefent volnmethat a French 
tranflation * of it is now regularly pub- 
lilhed at Dijon, under the atiipices of the 
Intendant of the province of Burgundy. 
Works like this, that tend to diffufe ufe­
ful knowledge, efpecially on a lubjeft 
lb intimately eonnefted with the welfare 
and happinel’s of the human ipecies as the 
cure of difeafe (notwithftanding what 
Rouffeau and others have laid to the con­
trary) cannot have too exteniive a circu­
lation ----- The following brief view of

* With the following title : Journal de Medicine de Londres, traduit de l’Anglois 
de M, Samuel Foart Simmons, Medecin de Londres ; par M. Mafuyer, M. D. de 
rUniverlite de Montpelier, Agregc au College des Medecins de Diion, et. Aflbcie 
a iykeadwnie Jfcuyah des Sciences, Arts, et Belles Letties de cette Ville.

Drinking

the contents of the pretent volume will 
fhew how much the medical faculty (and 
we may add the public in general) are in­
debted to Dr. Simmons, the learned and ju­
dicious editor of the journal, lor the zeal 
and abilities he difplays in this under­
taking.

1. Obfervations on the Ufe and Abufe 
of Mercury in the Cure ci the Syphilis. 
Communicated m a’Letiev to Samuel Foart 
Simmons, M.D. F. R. S. By Thomas 
Kirkland, M. D. Member of the Royal 
Medical Society at Edinburgh.—The au­
thor of this truly pi aftioal paper has dif- 
tinguifhed himfelf by feveral valuable 
publications, and particularly by a work 
on medical forgery, in which be has given 
fbme hints cn the utility of fmail doi.es of 
mercury ; a fubjeft yn which he here di­
lates more fully, with the hopes, as he 
fays, of preventing the injury ftili daily 
dene to constitutions by large doles cf this 
mineral. Dr. Kirkland relies, even in the 
word cafes, on fmail doles of qujck-fdver 
divided in Itarch.

2. Seme Experiments made with a 
View to afeertain the D m at ion of the 
infectious Power of Variolous Matter. 
By Thomas Houllton, M. D. Phylician to 
the Liverpool Infirm: ry.—-Dr. Houllton, 
who was employed, in 1768, to inoculate 
t.vo children of the late Prince Andrew
Poniatowlki, brother to the king of Po­

land, preserved fome of the matter taken 
from thefe two patients, in a bottle flightly 
corked, till the year 1781, when it was 
found on repeated trials to be incapable of 
communicating infection.

3. Cafe of a Retention of Urine re­
moved by Eleftricity. Communicated in 
a Letter to Dr. Simmons, by Samuel 
Snowden, M. D. Phylician at Stroud in 
Gloucelterfliire.—The effeftsof eleftricity 
in complaints of this kind have hitherto 
been but flightly mentioned by authors 5 
the prefent cate is on that account the more 
valuable, efpecially as the efficacy of the 
remedy in this inftance is very linking,

4. Cafe of a Lumbar Abfcefs, with an 
Account of the Appearances on Difleftion. 
By Mr. Laurence White Maguire, Surgeon 
of the Navy.—The whole of this hiftory 
is curious ; the opinions of Mr. Jokrt 
Hunter and Mr. Cline concerning the 
cafe are mentioned ; and the reiult of the 
anatomical inveiligation is accurately de- 
I bribed.

5. Cede of an Abfcefs of the'Liver oc- 
cafioned by a Blow ; with an Account of 
the Appearances 01, Lifieftion. Communi­
cated in a Letter to Dr. Simmons, by Mr. 
Ifaac Oliphant, .Surgeon in London.—A 
poor labouring man fell from a hay-loft 
to the ground, and the upper part of his 
belly pitched upon a rafter that was lying 
on the pavement. This laid the founda­
tion cf the difeafe defcribed by Mr. Oil- 
pant. After the death of the unhappy 
iufferer, a large cavily was found in the 
liver, capable of holding a quart, and 
containing a black matter inter mixed v ith 
pus. This cafe ferves as an additional 
proof of the injury the abdominal vifeera 
may occaftonally receive from external - 
blows.

6. An Account of a Suppreflion of 
Stools and Ur ne, occafioned by an Accu­
mulation of hardened Fences in the Rec­
tum. ’ By the lame.—This caufe, which 
gave j ife to the train of painful fymptems  
here defcribed, is perhaps nut iuthciently 
attended to 5 and it has lometimes proved 
fatal, and the nature of the complaint has 
not been afeertained till after death. Mr.- 
Oliphant writes like a well-informed prac­
titioner.

*

7. Two Initances of the Effects of 
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Drinking pure Spirits in repeated and 
large Quantities. Communicated in a 
Letter to Dr. Simmons, F. R. S. by John 
Rollo, M. D. late Surgeon in the Royal 
Artillery.—Cafes like thefe may be deemed 
rare occurrences; but Dr. Rollo obferves, 
that fimilar (Effects are not unfi equently, 
though more imperceptibly, produced by 
Spirits drank in fmallcr quantities, but 
uniformly from day to day repeated, by 
Various and numerous defcriptions of 
people.

8. An Account of a fuccefsful Method 
pl reducing the Funis, in Cafes in which it 
pomes down before the Head of the Foetus. 
By Mr. Richard Croft, Surgeon at Tut- 
bury in, Stafford/hire. Communicated in 
a Letter to Dr. Denman, and by him to 
Dr. Simmons.—Ingenious and ufcful.

9. Two fuccefsful Cafes of Delivery 
by the Crotchet, in extreme Deformity of 
the Pelvis. Communicated in a Letter 
to Dr. Simmons, by Mr. John Clarke, 
Surgeon Man-midwife in London.--Thefe 
cafes, which, from the manner in which 
they ape related, and the reflections that 
accompany them, do great credit to their 
author, tend to prove that the Csefarean 
lection (the moft dreadful of all opera­
tions) is unnecefiary, even under circum- 
ftances of extreme deformity of the pelvis, 
which have been generally fuppofed to re­
quire it.

10. A Cafe fhewing the Efficacy of 
Flowers of Zinc, in the Epilepfy. By 
J. Lind, M. D. Fellow of the Royal 

College of Phyficians at Edinburgh, and 
Phyfician to the Royal Hofpital at Haer- 
lem. Communicated in a Letter to Wil­
liam Wright, M. D. F. R. S. and by 
him to Dr. Simmons.—Nothing can be 
more in favour of the remedy than this 
inftance of its efficacy.

11. An account of a remarkable Cafe 
of a Dropfy of the Belly, after the Pa­
tient had been tapped fixteen times. By

R. Cook, Surgeon at Barking, in 
Ellcx. Communicated in a Letter to Wil­
liam Olborn, M.D. Phyfician in London, 
and by him to Dr. Simmons.—This cafe, 
which, however marvellous it may appear, 
is well authenticated, is briefly as follows; 
A widow lady of Croxley Green, near 
Rickmanfworth in Hertfordfhire, began 
in the year 1778 (when forty years of age) 
to be troubled with a dropfy. Between 
that period and March 17S5 the was tap­
ped fixteen times, and loft above 82 gal­
lons of water. In this hopelefs fituation, 
and at atimewhen the was again thinking 

. of the operation, ihe happened one day to 
be making her bed for the fake of 1 
little extreife, when ihe had a Ridden in­
clination to make water, of which fhe 
voided a corffiderable quantity at that 
time, and in the courle of about five 
daysupwards of fix gallons of urinewere 
dilcharged. From that moment her health 
began to return, and fhe has remained 
well ever fince.

(To be Continued.}

A Collection of Traits relative to the Law of England, from Manufcripts now firft 
edited by Francis Hargrave, Efq. Barrifter at Law. 4(0. il. ys. Brooke.

TT has long been a complaint againft
Lawyers, that little pains have; been 

bellowed by them on any compofitions 
that have a view beyond the occupation 
of Weftminfter-Hall. Reports and Traits 
upon the practice of the courts, with 
Abridgments, Digefts, and feme compi­
lations very like them, ieem to take up 
the whole time of thofe who have any 
for reading. The prefent work is an at­
tempt to furnifh information in a new 
mape • and if it proceeds in the way it 
has begun, it promifes to become a very 
tonhderable as well as valuable acceffion 
to the Law-library.

The prelent volume contains eleven ar­
ticles. The firft is a trail of I.ord Hale’s 

Lord Hale, concerning the amendment, 
or alteration of laws. The third is on 
the office of a matter in chancery, written 
towards the end of the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth. The fourth contains two 
pieces on fuits in chancery, written in the 
time of Henry VIII. The fifth is a 
trail of Lord Hale, concerning the difpute 
between the King’s Bench and Common 
Pleas. Thefixth is a difeourfe upon the 
jurifdiition of the King’s Bench over 
Wales by precefs of latitat, written about 
the year 1745. The feventh is, on the 
abufes and remedies of chancery, written 
by Mr. Norburie, in the time of James I. 
The eighth is a performance of the Edi­
tor’s own 5 and Was drawn up on the oc- 
cafion of the Duchefs of Kingfton’s trial, 
concerning the Effeils of Sentences of the 
Courts Ecclefiattical, in cafes of Mar­
riage, when pleaded, or offered in evidence

of in the Courts Temporal. The ninth is 
th*

m three parts ; the firft, De jure maris, 
&c. the iecon’d, De fortubus marie 5 and 
tuc third, which was the principal object 
?! the trail, is concerning the Cuftcms.

h-e fecund trail '* !i$ from a MS.
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the famous argument of Mr. Tuftice 
Blackftone, in the Exchequer Chamber, 
on the ftiilmore famous caufe of Perrin 
and Blake. The tenth and eleventh are 
two articles written by the Editor him- 
felf : the firft is an argument in the ap­
peal to the Houle of Lords in the cafe of 
Wicker and others agrinft Mitford, in

: the laft is a very elaborate difqui- 
fition on the Rule in Shelley’s cafe.

To the whole is prefixed a long Pre­
face, which may be confidered as one of 
themoft interefting parts of the volume. 
In this Mr. Hargrave afcribes the fcheme 
of the prefent undertaking to a prefent of 
Lord Hale’s MSS. which was made to him 
by Mr. Hardinge. He mentions with 
honour the many Gentlemen to whofe af- 
fjftance and kindnefs he thinks himfelf 
obliged in the prolecution of his work 
thus far ; and he gives a fhort account of 
the various pieces which we have juft 
mentioned as compofing the volume. This 
has led him to enlarge upon feveral in­
terefting topics, from among which we 
fhall feledt the following fenfible obfer- 
vations on the queftions that have lately 
been agitated between Great Britain and 
Ireland.

“ Some years ago it was forefeen by 
myfelf as well as innumerable other per­
lons, that our unfortunate conteft with 
America about taxation would foon a- 
waken enquiries into the grounds of our 
claim of fubordination from Ireland, and 
fo rekindle an old controverfy onthatfub- 
jeft. Having this probability in my mind, 
I became curious toinveftigate thefubjecf, 
and to confider the principal arguments on 
each fide. The refult was favourable to 
the Enghfli fide of the queftion : though I 
2m far from fuppofing that this might 
not be owing to prejudices, fuch as may 
he expedited to operate naturally, infenfi- 
biy, and forcibly, upon the mind of a 
perlon born in England. When I had 
.nearly convinced myfelf, that the weight 
©I argument greatly preponderated for us, 
I proceeded to plan a fort of hiftory of 
the controverfy m ail its ftageS, including 
what pafi’ed when the Engiith declaratory 
-tot was made in the reign of George the 
first ; and I actually executed a rough 
fkttth of this part of the deiign, which I 
feitl have in my pofleffion.. But this was 
a final! part or tne object I had in view, 
an»t mere introduction. The main part 
ct the defign v as to have exhibited the 
iui'iidatious of the claims of England; 
«ud to have done this without retorting

ary fecn barih and provoking language, 

as I have read or known to be fometimes 
advanced in the fupport of our preten­
tions. I meant to have arranged my 
proofs of a lubordination, under the 
three great divifions of power executive, 
power legijlatlve, and power judicial. On 
the firft of thefe heads I ihould have par­
ticularly confidered, how the connection 
of our Kings grew with Ireland ; and 
how the government there was founded 
on a colony from England ; which having 
been begun in the reign of Henry the. 
fecond, and being at firft reftrifited within 
narrow limits, gradually increafed, till 
what was called the Englijh pale fpread 
over the whole ifland ; by the final com­
pletion of which enlargement, after vio­
lent ftruggles and various revolutions, 
the Englifhry and Irifhry, in the reign of 
our James the firft, became confolidated 
into one people, and quite affociated un­
der one government. Here alfo it would 
have been a great ftrefs of the argument 
with me, that Ireland, by her own con- 
feffion, and by the conftituticn as laid in 
the firft plantation of the colony there, 
and at laft finally affented to by herfelf, 
takes her executive power from England 
in perpetuity; that is, agrees to accept 
for her king whoever for the time being 
fhall be king of England. On the fecond 
head I fhould have affemblcd all the in- 
ftances of an exercife of legiflative power 
by England over Ireland, by arranging 
them under various heads; and I fhould 
have inferred much from thofe Engiifh fta- 
tutes, under which many protelfants in 
Ireland areunderftood to hold their lands 
againft the antient Irifti Roman Catholic 
proprietors, for the fake of fhewing, that 
at leaft the former could not conuftently 
deny the force of Englifh ftatutes in Ire­
land. With refpect to the third head, I 
fhould have endeavoured to have proved a 
fubordinatc judicature in Ireland from 
the infancy of the Englifh colony there ; 
and more particularly, that an appellant 
jurifdifition over Ireland by writ of error 
had been uniformly txwcifaEimmediately 
in the king’s bench of England, and fi­
nally in the Englifli parliament, as far, 
back, at leaft as the reign of Edward the 
firft. In refpect alfo to the late com­
mencement of Englifh app.-llant jurifdic- 
tion, as exercifed by the Englifh houfe of 
lords over Ireland in equity caules, I 
fhould have explained, that it was to be 
accounted for in a great meafure, from 
the late adjuftment of the appellant ju- 
rifdiftion from our own courts having 
original jurildiction in equity ; it being

' well 
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■weil known, thdt the appellant jurifdic- 
tion of onr houfe of lords was queftioned 
•ffi an Englilh houfe of commons, as 
*a(ely as the reign of queen Anne. IJav'- 
lng thus gone through the matter of fact 
as to the political conneftion binding Eng­
land and Ireland together, I fhould then 
have proceeded to fhew, that the fubpr- 
dtoation contended for had as fair a foun­
dation as the moft'admired governments 
to general have : namely, that however 
force and oppreffion might anciemly have 
operated ; yet' finally the fubordination 
of Ireland to England in a certain qua­
lified way, was lanftioned by the con­
sent of thefe over whom it is claimed 5 
'vast palled Between the two iflands a- 
toounting impliedly to a fort of contra ft 
between them, that the fubordination of 
Ireland fh ould be taken by England as

price for Rich an entire communica­
tion of its government, laws and liberties, 
3s fhould confoliditte the inhabitants of 
tpe two iflands into one nation. There­
fore I fhould have infilled, that rightly 
toiderftood there was nothing infolent in

claim over Ireland as a fubordinate 
kingdom, nothing degrading, nothing 
which caufes the lead individual inferio­

POLITICAL 
the present premier.

y^MONG the political pheenomena of 
the prefent century, and certainly as 

t'e moft prominent feature which cha- 
tofteril'es the dole of the year 1786, 
toay be confidered the polfeffion of the 
•irft executive office in this.complicated 
government, quietly retained by a youth, 
wdo has already held th'e fituation above 
tnree years.—Perhaps no time has ever 
yet beheld fo Angular and unexampled 
a circumftance.

Awkward and ungraceful in his per- 
•°n, cold and diftant in his manners, 
■•tferved, and fometimes ftately in his 
deportment; Mr. Pitt is not formed to 
captivate mankind, by the graces of ex­
ternal figure or addrefs. Diftinguifhed 
by no uncommon finfibility to the at- 
traftioas; of Womeu, it is not from that 
ex he can expeft the enthufiaftic fup- 

P°rt, and more than mafeuline exertions, 
which his great political antagonist has 
topeatedly experienced on the moft trying 
eccafions. Little attached to arnufement 

diffipation, whatever form it may af- 
utoe • and even, when he unbends to 

c°nvivial feftivity or relaxation, confined 
a»d private in its indulgence; his hours 
aie dedicated to an aimoft unremitted 
“Pplication to the functions of his office.

vol. XI.

rity as between the natives’of the two 
iflands ; but on the contrary, that the in­
habitants of both were perfonally equal 
in privileges, equal in liberties, equal in 
capacities to held offices and eftates, 
equal in every thing. Having brought 
the fubjeft into this'favourable point of 
view, and thus attempted to obviate all 
invidious diftinftions, I propofed to have 
concluded with Rating certain inconveni­
ences and embarraffroents, which might 
arifeto both countries, if any of the. three 
great links by which I then confidered 
England and Ireland as politically united, 
fhould be broken; that is, if Ireland 
fhould infill on independency in refpeft 
either of the executive magiftrate, its.Ie- 
giflature, .or its judicature. Such was the 
projeft with which I once pleafed myi’elf, 
for the fake of continuing what I then 
was inclined to think the true and proper 
lines of political conneftion between Eng­
land and Ireland. But that projeft is 
now at an end ; and I chiefly ftate that it 
once exifted, in order to exprefs, how my 
mind feels the adjuftment which has been 
recently made.”

(7o be continued.)

SKETCHES.
Parfimonious of the public revenue, and 
tenacious of the exhaufted finances of a 
treafury drained by preceding profuficn, 
his conduit, asMinitter, forms a ftriking 
contrail to the facility and prodigality of 
former adminiftrations- Ddintereited in 
his diftribution of offices, and foleft in 
his choice of fhofe on whom he confers 
employments, the nation has not regarded 
his'abilities with more admiration, than 
it has conferred applaufe and veneration 
on his principles. Endowed wiuh talents 
unexampled for fwaying a popular af- 
fembly : perfpicuous and clear amidft all 
the energy and fire of oratory : ample, yet 
not prolix or diffufe ; exempt from repe­
tition, y«t living no part of his lubjeft 
untouched, or unexplained : animated in 
debate, though cold afid fevere in con- 
verfation : copious in his diftion, and fe- 
left in every figure or exprefilon with 
which he chufls to. enrich, or adorn Ins 
fpe.eeh ; addreffing himfelf as much to 
the judgment, as to the imagination ; and 
gaining, by the mingled force of lan­
guage and of conviftion, a ready en­
trance to the heart: Such is the preler.t 
Minifter of the Englilh people, and fjeh 
is the impartial portrait of his virtues, 
and his defefts 1

Perhaps, a le<s rigid ^r.d un'bknfifh3d 
G character : 
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charafter: perhaps a lefts fparing and 
ceconomical foperintendance, in fomecir- 
cumftances, of the public treafurc, how­
ever meritorious in itfelf: perhaps a 
greater degree of attention to the indivi­
duals, upon whom refts the foundation of 
his own great nefs ; and a portion of that 
venality (howeveix the term may Hartle 
and affright) which, in this democratical 
government, as in that of Rome, is un­
fortunately too neceffary to enable a great 
and gocd Minifter to retain a Ration of 
public utility perhaps, I fay, a mixture 
of thefte ingredients, like poilbns in phylic, 
might produce the moft falutary and bene­
ficial effects. We are not in the age of 
the Scipios, or even I fear of Cato. The 
Roman empire was not worthy of a. Per- 
tinax, though it fubmitted to a Severus, 
and the Praetorian guards, accuftomed to 
fell the imperial dignity, knew no longer 
how to confer it as a voluntary donation 
on fuperior virtue. The Minifter, who 
will maintain his fituation in this conn­
try, muft condefcend, however rcluflant- 
iy, to adopt the arts of government ; 
arts become indiftpenfible, and alike prac- 
tifed by a Clarendon or an Oxford, by 
Walpole and by North.

Mr. FOX.
Not more liberally endowed by Na­

ture with the graces of external figure, or 
with the elegance of manner and addrefs, 
than his rival Mr. Pitt, he has yet an un­
known and undefendable fbmething, 
which pervades the darknefs of his com­
plexion, and fheds a fort of luftre acrofs 
his Saturnine features. Whether it can 
be termed a fmile, I will not venture to 
aflert; but it certainly has the effeft up­
on the heart, which ftmiles, are calculated 
to produce ; that of infpiring confidence, 
and exciting complacency, Defcended 
from a monarch diltiriguiflied by this pe­
culiar and charafteriftic excellence of face, 
he may perhaps claim an hereditary title 
to it. Son to a nobleman, as 'much 
marked out by public obloquy and ac- 
cufation, whether juftly or unjuftly ac­
quired, as Lord Chatham was by general 
favour and admiration, he cannot look 
for proteftion to paternal virtues, or plead 
the patriotifm and difintereftednefs of the 
Houle of Holland.

Unequalled in the arts of attaching 
mankind to his perfon and fortunes • Hea­
dy and fervent in his friendlhips ; open 
and avowed in his enmities ; never aban­
doning thofe, under any circumftances, to 
■whom he is bound by political ties ; he is 
defigned by nature for the chief of a party. 
Educated in the fchool of political iearn-

ing, brought into the ftenate before he had 
attained to manhood, and joining a long 
experience to the natural vigour of ta­
lents 5 he may be confidered as confom- 
mate in all that detail of knowledge, 
only to be acquired by an early initiation 
into the myfteries of'a democratical go­
vernment. Poflefling powers of eloquence 
lefs copious and brilliant, but perhaps 
more folid and' logical than thofe of Mr. 
Pitt, he is equally formed to captivate, to 
convince, and to fobdue. Skilled either to 
entrench hitnfelf in almoft impregnable 
faftneffes ; or to carry the thunder of the 
war into the lines of the enemy, he can 
with the fame facility imitate Scipio, or 
Fabius: he can adopt the Confular dig­
nity, or the Tribunitian rage. Aban­
doned in the more early Rages of his 
life to the frenzy of play, and to all the 
diffipations of youth and unlimited pro- 
fufion ; a portion of thole dcfe-fls and 
errors accompanies his riper years, and 
follies the luftre of his endowments. So
far from being like his more fortunate ri­
val, indifferent to the company, or fo- 
perior to the blandifhments of women, 
Mr. Fox does not bluih to appear with 
the companion of his fofter hours in a 
phaeton in Hyde Park, or in the firft 
rows of a crowded theatre. Convivial 
in his nature, and open to focial pleafores, 
he confirms his political triumph over 
the mind, by his-private and perfonal con- 
queft of the heart. Bold and decided 
even to temerity in his conduct as a mi­
nifter, he is capable by turns, of aggran­
dizing or of diminifhing the power of the 
Crown ; and of juftifying by reafons and 
arguments the moll plauiible meafore, of 
whatever nature, which he ftiall have 
feen fit to adopt.—Generous and bene­
ficent in his difpofition, placable and 
forgiving in his temper, his political en­
mities extend not beyond the limits of 
a debate, or the walls of a Houfe of Com- . 
mons. Equal to his antagonift in all 
the foblime talents requiiite for the go, 
v eminent of an empire; fuperior to him 
in modern and polite knowledge; in an 
acquaintance with Europe, its manners, 
its courts, and its languages ; he is his 
inferior only in one requiiite ; an opi­
nion of his public principle, generally 
diffufed among the people. When to thjs 
great and inherent defeat, is fuper-added 
the unqueftionable alienation of his Sove­
reign, both to his perfon and to his 
party ; we may lament, but we cannot be 
lurprifted, that abilities fo univerfal and 

„ foblime are left unemployed, and are
permitted “ to itjajie their fweetnefs on
the defart air."

JOURNAL
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JOURNAL of the PROCEEDINGS of the FOURTH SESSION of the 
SIXTEENTH PARLIAMENT of GREAT BRITAIN.

HOUSE of LORDS.
revenue ; and I rely upon the uniform con" 
tinuanceof your exertion in purfuit of fuch 
objefts as may tend Hill further to improve 
the national refources, and to promote and 
confirm the welfare and happinefs of my 
people.

When his Majefly retired, the fallowing 
Peers took, their rcfpeflive feats according 
to their new titles.—r-Dukes of Athol and 
Queenfberry ; Lords Abercorn, Delaval, 
Hawkefbury, and Suffirld. His Grace of 
Norfolk took the oaths arid his leat before 
the King’s arrival ; the Duke of Northum­
berland was fworn in after Lord Hawkef­
bury.—This ceremony being performed, 
and the Peers being unrobed, the Chancel­
lor firft, and the Clerk afterwards, read the 
Speech.

Lord Rochford then introduced his in­
tended motion for an Addrels to his Majel- 
ty, by apologizing to the Houfe for his pre­
fuming the firft time to trouble their Lord- 
fhips But, although he felt his incapacity 
in fuch an undertaking, yet he trufted in the 
loyalty and dutiful regard the Houfe enter­
tained for the belt of Princes, that what he 
had to offer would meet a general concur­
rence from every noble Lord prefent. It 
was a teftimony of gratitude for what his 
Majefly had been pleated to communicate, 
and a congratulation on the late fortunate 
efcape of his life. To this he was certain 
every noble Lord would urianimoufly con­
tribute ; —and it was the more peculiarly 
pleafing to undertake the motion he had to 
offer to their confideration, however unable 
he was to do the fubjedl juftice, as a con- 
feioufnefs in his own opinion that it could 
not be oppofed, made him ambitious to 
offer his fentiments on the occafion. He 
did not mean to prefs upon their Lordfhips’ 
time, and therefore fhould fay but a few 
words, merely to point out thofe particular 
parts of the Speech which to him fecmed 
moft highly deferving the attention of Par­
liament. The affurances of peace made by 
the different powers of Europe, were mat­
ters of infinite confequence to this country, 
which, whilft they refletled luftre on the 
care and attention of his -Majefly and bis 
Government, muft afford fatisfadfion to 
every perfon who had the welfare of his 
country at heart. A treaty of commerce 
with France was an objedl long defired by 
this kingdom ; and that treaty, it was now 
fignified to us, had been obtained. The 
merits or demerits of it did not however 
come at this moment under confideration ; 
that was to be a fubjeft < f f uture difcuffion, 

: and well as he was inclined to think R

HIS Majefly went in the ufual flafe to 
the Houfe of Peers, and being feated 

on the Throne, Sir Francis Molineux, Knt. 
Rentleman Ufher of the Black Rod, being 
■eut to acquaint the Commons, that his Ma- 
.fflly commanded their attendance, the 
•'peaker and feveral Members came to the 
Urr when his Majefly made the following 
Speech ;

My Lords and Gentlemen,
i HAVE particular fatisfaftion in ac­

quainting you, that fince I laft met you in 
arliament, the tranquillity of Europe has 

r,;’nained uninterrupted, and that all foreign 
powers continue to exprefs their friendly 
d'fpofition this country,

3 have concluded a treaty of navigation 
mid commerce with the Moll Chriflian 
^’ng, a copv of which fliall be laid before 

- •011. 1 rnuft recommend it to you, to take 
inch mealures as you fhall judge proper for 
tarrying jt into effetl ; and I truft. you will 
f"ici that the provifions contained in it are 
c'dculatcd for the encouragement of induf- 
try> and the extenfion of lawful commerce 
i!1 both countries, and, by promoting a be- 
'Rhcial intercourfe between our refpedlive 
ltJbj cis, appear likelv to give additional 
permanence to the bleffings of peace. I 
fhall keep the fame falutary objefis in view,

the commercial arrangements I am nego­
tiating with other powers,

I have alfo given direflions for laying 
before you a copy of the convention agreed 
upon between me and the Catholic King, 
for carrying into effedl the fixth article of 
the fall treaty of peace.

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons,
I have ordered the eftimates for the pre- 

!'’nt year to be laid before you, and I have 
’he fulleft reliance on your readinefs to make 
<1,ie previfion for the feveral,branches of the 
public fervice,

Iheftate of the revenue will, I am per­
suaded, continue to engage your coriftant 
attention, as being effentially connefted 
with the national credit, and the profperity 
and fafety of my dominions.

My Lords and Gentlemen,
A plan has been formed, by my direction, 

Ur tranfporting a number of convidls, in 
order to remove the inconvenience which 
arofe from the crowded ftate of the gaols, in 
different parts of the kingdom ; and you 
will, I doubt not, take fuch further mea­
sures as may be neceffary for this purpafe.

I truft you will be able, in this feffion, to 
carry into.effefl regulations for the eafe of 
the merchants, and for fimplifying the ptib- 
•lc a counts, in the various branches of the

highlyG 3
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highly beneficial to England; yet if he 
fhould be ever induced to offer his humble 
opinion why he thought it fo, he contidered 
the prefent as a very improper day to ad­
vance any thing which fhould wear tht; ap­
pearance of difcufling that. point. His 
Lord (hip then adverted to the flats of the 
gaols all over the kingdom, and thought that 
there were peculiar thanks due to his Ma- 
jefty, for the plan intimated of freeing the 
nation from the great number of convidls 
under fentence of tranfportation. Thefe, 
with a proper condolance on the death of 
the late Princefs Amelia, were the heads of 
the Addrefs which he fhould take the 
libertyof moving, and he firmly perfuaded 
himfelf it would pals unanimoufly, and that 
no oppofition would arife this evening to 
call a (hade over the bright colours of 
loyalty.

HOUSE of

January 23.

THE Speaker having returned from the 
Houfe of Peers, declared the vacan­

cies which had happened during the recefs ; 
and after ten new Members had been 
fworn and feated, he repeated the Speech to 
the Houfe.

Lord Compton, Member for Northamp­
ton, rofe to move an Addrefs to his Majelly. 
He was (he (aid) particularly happy, and he 
doubted not but every Member in the Houfe 
•was fo likewife, that the Speech held forth 
to them the- moft pleafing profpedls. The 
treaty of navigation, and commerce which" 
his Majefty had concluded with the Moft 
Chrifttan King muft give a heartfelt fatisfac- 
tion to every friend of his country. It 
tended to the advancement of the interefis 
of the nation by increafitig induftry and 
lawful commerce between the fubjecls of 
both kingdoms ; and if the Hon. Houfe (of 
which he entertained no doubt) fandtioned 
it with their approbation, it would be lay­
ing a foundation for a permanent peace, by 
doing away the national jCaloufies entertain­
ed by each nation of the other, and the vul­
gar prejudices which had long (ubhfted be­
tween the individuals of each country. The 
plan adopted by his Majefty for the tranf­
portation of convidls, was a meafure which 
muft be alfo very agreeable to the < ommu- 
nity ; it was a meafure abfolutely neccffary 
from the crowded Rate of the gaols of this 
kingdom, and would benefit the country by 
ridding it of fitch daring offenders. His 
Lordftiip then proceeded to move the Ad­
drefs, which thauked his Majefty for his at­
tention to the interefts of his fubjefls, and 
for his unremitting exertions for the exten­
sion of the national commerce. It promifed 
that his Majefty’s faithful Commons would 
pav ail due attention to the finances ; and 
concluded with congra'itlatitig his Majefty 
03 his. fortunate efcape from aflaflination, and

Lord Dacre feconded the motion, and 
having recapitulated much of what Lord 
Rochford bad Gid, and made feveral enco­
miums on the pleafing intimations conveyed 
in the Speech, he hoped that an Addrefs 
of thanks and of loyally, fitch as he con­
ceived the prefent to be, would pafs ncmine 
di/Jentiente. This 1 kewife induced him to 
rife on the prefent occafion ; and as the 
Addrefs fpoke more in its own praife than 
his humble attempt at panegyric could be­
llow, he fhould not take up any more of 
their Lordfh'ps’ time.

The Addrefs was then read by the Chan­
cellor, put and carried, and a motion made, 
that his Majefty fhould be waited upon, to 
know when he would be gracionfiv ph aft. d 
to receive the fame—after which their Lord- 
fliips adjourned to next day.

C O M M O N S.
Condoling with him on the death of his 
amiable aunt, the late Princefs AmHia.

Mr. Montague, Member ‘or Boffiuey, in 
Cornwall, feconded the Adrlr-. fs. He con­
gratulated the Houfe on the probability of 
increafing commerce, and on the meafares 
which were adopted by his Majefty’s Mim- 
fters for extending the trade of the country 
— that peace was by them preferred .to war, 
and commerce to conque.lt. The treat v 
with France was rOnduftcd and concluded 
on the moft. liberal and noble (emiments ; it 
was entered into for ti e benefit of both 
countries ; it was entered into for the pur- 
pole of enfuring to both countries the fub- 
ftantial and folid Mrfiings of peace, and for 
the purpofe of making them happy in the 
enjoyment of the fruits of their induftry. 
He was, he laid, far happier in compliment­
ing the Houfe on the profpeft of considera­
ble advantages accruing to this c nntrv from 
a treaty of commerce with, France, th..n if 
he had to declare to them terriu ry gamed 
by covqueft. 'The prefect treaty, it en­
forced by Parliament, would pour into 
this .country permanent Lb flings, no: only 
by the encreafe of her trade, but by fecur- 
itig to her p nnurnt peace. The treaty 
would add ftimulatives to induftrv, and 
ftrength'n this c untrw-by enlar ir.g her re­
venues. It was wife and ptud nt in die 
Mimfters to endeavour to put a flop to" fuc- 
celTive wars, which tended only to burthen 
the nation by the continued Ioffes {he fuf- 
tained, even in the moft fuccefsful ones in 
which fhe ever was engaged. '

Mr. Fox rofe and faid, he did not mean to 
offer the leaft. objection to the Addrefs, tor 
he thought it merited to pals the Houfe 
nemine cont^ad’ceiite; nor fhould he have 
troubled the Houle with, any obfervatiems, 
had not fome fententes ftruck him winch 
were delivered by the noble Lord who 
moved the Addrefs, and by the Hon. Gen­

tleman 

conque.lt
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treman who Seconded it. It was not in the 
power of the Houfe to pals their opinion 
upon the treaty with France, imlefs his Ma- 
Lily’s Mmifters fhould inform them whether 
the treaty was political as well as commer­
cial. It was laid that the treaty would do 
away national jealoulies and vulgar preju­
dices — that peace was by his Majefty’s Mi- 
rnfters preferred to war, and commerce to 
conqiiefi. By that he thought if was meant 
England had been engaged in unneceffary 
w ars ; but he would ■ contend before that 
affirm,bly, he would maintain it before an 
aflcmbly to hear the caufes of nations, if 
Inch an affiembly could be fuppofed to exift, 
that the wars England has been of late years 
engaged in with Fiance, were wars of abfo- 
lute neceflity, wars of felf-defence, and 
wars for liberty, and for the prefervation of 
the freedom and balance of power of Eu­
rope : that by her wars with France Ihe 
had attained mote honour, and higher rank 
amongit nations, than fhould naturally feem 
to bel >ng to her. A treaty with Fiance he 
could not fee in the fame point of view with 
the Hori. Gentleman who had fpoken before 
him. The aim of France has uniformly 
been to raife herfelf.by d.ep'refling England 
-— but the means have been different. In 
the reign of Louis the Fourteenth, force was 
the means adopted ; but in the reign of 
Louis the Sixteenth, means,more wife, more 
pohtical, have been preferred — but the end 
is tiie fame ; and hdwever changeable may 
be the-c.-ara&er of the French nation in ge­
nera', it is certain ^however paradoxical it 
ma v appear) that the French Cabinet have 
been, and are, Heady, uniform, and deter­
mined in their meafures : they have only 
varied the maimer by which they mean to 
obtain the end they have-ever had in view. 
11, as the Hon. Gentlemen have obferved, 
this treaty is to be of mutual benefit to both 
nations, the old adage which has been 
tairgh1 us, that the thirft of ambition is 
'mcpjfnchablt',” falls to the ground, and the 
French mult have fully coirroverted it, for 
tut"v have Hopped fhort ’when near the pin­
nacle oj glory. Every man acquainted with 
the Hn'loryof Europe, knows, that the 
French arc now much more formidable than 
evet. In the.reign-of Louis the Fourteenth, 
the armies oi France were ftrperior to thofe 
of any other power; fhe has now reduced 
her army, and thole of Pruffia, Raffia, and 
Grennany are far lupefior ; but Ihe has add­
ed ilrength to her navy, and encreafed her 
influence in foreign Courts. He thought 
it neceffary. before a decilion could take 
place on the French treaty, for Minifters to 
iniorm the Houfe whether the treaty with 
Portugal was concluded, or whether it was 
meant to ncgleft our good friends. Tne 
treaty with Ruffia he had. no d-’>vbt was 
concluded, and that it would loon lay on 
,t'ie ubL ; lire Mim-ftry declared laft feffion, 
tiret the Ruffian treaty, was to great'lor'ward- 

nefs, and would fpeedily be completed. 
We ought to look to foreign Courts for the 
intentions of the French towards us, not 
immediately to the treaty; and as it may 
be faid to be the honey-moon, they certainly 
ought to befriend us. He reprobated the 
idea of .a permanent peace by a connection 
with France ;’f;r he was certain the firft 
opportunity that flue had ■‘to raife herfelf by 
our misfortunes,«fhe would readily embrace. 
It was not probable that the prefent treaty, 
even were it enforced by Parliament (which 
he fincerely hoped would not be the cafe), 
could give any continuance of peace, for it 
would be fubjeti to as many interruptions 
in a century as there are years. Holland, 
by her connection with France, is at this 
moment liruggling with all the horrors of 
civil commotion.

The fixtb article of the definitive treaty of 
peace with his Molt Chriitian M.ajefty, which 
Was figned at Verfailles the third 'of Septem­
ber, 1782, could not, or ever was believed 
by the Spanifh Court to cede, to them the 
Honduras country. It was meant by the Bri- 
tifh Cabinet to give up their claim to the 
country, and take away the Britilh fettlers; 
but it never was, until the prefent conven­
tion, looked upon as Spanijk property. The 
Ordering the Biitifh fettlers to retire from 
that country on the fecond of February was 
horridly cruel, as tlje fettlers do not only eut 
wood, but have plantations, on which their 
crops muff be at that time of the year.

Mr. Pitt rofe in reply to Mr. Fox. He was 
amazed at the right honourable Gentleman, 
who, in the beginning of his fpeech, gave his 
affent to the /addrels, and afterwards repro­
bated tile idea of entering into commercial 
arrangements with France. The treaty would 
not weaken us, for while enjoying peace, we 
fhould be ftrengthening our refources againft 
any future war. The honourable Gentleman 
wilheij the national jealoulies and vulgar pre­
judices which have exifted, (Lil to exift.— 
Should we then, for jealoulv, a falfe jealoufy, 
forego thofe bleflings which we may enjov ? 
The honourable’Gentleman wilhes his Ma- 
jefty’s Minifters would inform him whether 
the treaties with Spain, Raffia, and Portugal, 
are concluded ; but if he expefts that infor­
mation from him he will be deceived ; for 
untd his Majeliy gives his directions for finch 
information to be laid before the Houfe, he 
fhould not think it his duty to comply with 
the right honourable Gentleman’s wtffies.—• 
The treaty with France leaves England open 
to treat with other powers; but to Portugal, 
the fame benefits would not be granted as 
they have enjoyed by the Methuen treaty, 
uniefs they fhould more deferve them than 
iiytheir late condufl towards this country.

The convention which has been figned with 
his moft Catholic Majefty, relative to the 
fixth article of the definitive treaty of peace, 
was on account of acquifitions gained to 
this country. The Spaniards had many fet- 

tlements,
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tlemcnts on the continent, and wifhed us, 
for an equivalent, to render the Honduras 
country to them. It is ftrange that the right 
honourable Gentleman Ihould reprobate the 
French treaty wholly, when this country was 
bound, at the time he was a Minifter, to 
enter into a commercial arrangement with 
France by the Duke of Manchefter, the Arn- 
baffador then at the Court of Verfailles. The 
right honourable Gentleman wifhes to be 
informed, whether the treaty is political as 
well as commercial ? It is unneceffary for 
me to inform him, for it is in his power, 
and in the power of any man, to fatisfy him- 
felf, by looking to the treaty. 1 know no one 
more fertile or happy in difeovering danger 
than the honourable gentleman, who knowing 
the many advantages which mull refult to 
this country from the treaty, Ihould it be 
enforced, chufcs rather to oppofj it wholly, 
than article by article.

Mr. Fox rofe to explain. He faid, the 
country was bound to eater into commercial 
arrangements when he went into office. It 
was bound in the preliminaries, and for the 
honour of the country, being fo bound, he 
was compelled to agree to that which was 
not in his power to relufe. With regard to 
the commercial treaty with France affording 
the means of railing our refources for war, 
let the right honourable Gentleman, faid Mr. 
Fox, remember, that the benefits it holds out 
are to be reciprocally felt, and enjoyed by 
both countries ; while our means of war are 
therefore recruiting thro’ the effefts of the 
treaty, the means of war of France are recruit­
ing at the fame time and in an equal degree.

The queftiop was then put for the Adurcfs, 
which was carried nem. con.

Adjourned.

[ To be continued. ]

IRELAND.
January 18.

vy HIS day his Grace the Lord Lieutenant 
went in the ufual ftate to Parliament, 

and opened the feflion with the following 
fpeech, delivered from the throne in the 
Houle of Lords, where, by his Grace’s 
command, the Speaker and Commons at­
tended.

My Lords and Gentlemen,
<£ I had hoped, that upon the prefent oc- 

cafion'of meeting you again in Parliament, it 
■would have been in my power to have an­
nounced to you the entire fupprefflon of 
thofe commotions, which in fome parts of 
the kingdom have difturbed the general tran­
quillity. Under the prefent circumftances I 
am perfuaded, by my confidence in the ac- 
cuftomed proofs of your wifdom and zeal, I 
fhail receive from you whatever affiftance 
may be neceffary'for the more effeftual vin­
dication of the laws, and the proteftion of 
fociety. Your uniform regard for the rights 
of all your fellow-mbjefts, end your zealous 
attachment to the teligious and civil epnftitu- 
tions of your country, will ftimulate your 
attention to the r mfeparable interefts, and 
will, enfure your efpecial fupport of the 
eftablilhed church, and the refpsftable fitua- 
tian of its minifters.

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons,
“ I have direfted the proper officers to lay 

the national accounts before you; and, I 
trnft, you will make the neceffary provi­
sions for the exigencies of the ftate, and the 
honourable fupport of his Majefty’s govern­
ment.

My Lords and Gentlemen,
“ An Aft was palled in the laft feffion of 

the Britiffi Parliament for the further in- 
creafe of (hipping and navigation. You will, 
I doubt not, take proper meafures to confirm 
to this country a full participation of its ad­
vantages.

“ I have the fatisfaftion to inform you, by 
the King’s command, that his Majefty has 
concluded a Treaty of Navigation and Com-- 
merce with the Moft Chriftian King. A 
copy of this Treaty will be laid before you, 
in which you will not fail to obferve the at­
tention which is paid to the interefts of this 
kingdom ; and I trull that your adoption of 
it here, by fuel) laws as may be requinte to 
give it effeft, will be attended with real be­
nefit to the country, by fuccefsfully encou­
raging the efforts of her induftry and emu- 
Jatop.

“ The trade and manufaftnres, and parti­
cularly the linen manufafture, of this king­
dom, the Proteftant charter-fcb.ools, and 
other public inftitutions for charitable pur­
poses, will not fail to engage your conftant 
care and encouragement; and I hope that 
fome liberal and extenfive plan for the gene­
ral improvement of education will be ma­
tured for an early execution.

“ A longer acquaintance with this coun­
try ftrengthens my anxious withes for its 
welfare; and 1 fhail experience the molt 
fenfible gratifications, if, in the adminiftra- 
tion of the King’s government, I can with 
fuccefs in any degree cerrefpondent to thofe 
willies, accomplifh his Majefty’s earned 
defire to promote and fecure the happinefs 
and profperity of Ireland.’’

To this Speech both Houfes of Parliament 
unanimoufly voted a loyal addrefs of thanks.
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T R
A HYMN to NARAYENA.
By Sir. William, Jones.

The Argument.
A complete introd liftion to the following 

Ode would be no lefs than a full comment 
on the i'ayds and Purans of the Hindus, 
the remains of Egyptian and Pe-Jtan theo­
logy, and the tenets of the lonick and Ita­
lic". ichools ; but this is not the place for fo 
valt a difquifition. It will be fufficient 
here to premife, that the inextricable dif­
ficulties attending the vulgar notion of ma­
terial 'JubJiances, concerning which

“ We know this only, that we nothing 
know,”

induc’d many rtf the wifeft among the 
ancients, and fomeoftbe molt enlightened 
among the modems to believe, that the 
whole creation was rather an energy than a 
work, by which the Infinite Being who is 
prefent at all times and in all places, exhi­
bits to the minds of his creatures a fet of 
perceptions, like a wonderful picture or 
piece of mufic, always varied, yet always 
uniform ; fo that all bodies and their qua­
lities exift, indeed, to every wife and 
ufeful purpofe, but exift only as far as 
they are perceived; a theory no lefs pious 
than fublime, and as different from any 
principle of Atheifm, as the brighteft fun- 
thine differs from the blacked midnight. 
This illujive operation of the Deity the 
Hindus pnilofophers call May a,or Decep­
tion ; and the word occurs in this fenfe 
more than once in the commentary on the 
Rig Payd, by the great Vasishtha, of 
winch Mr. Halhed has given us an admi- 
rab e fpecimen.

The firlt (fanza of the Hymn reprefents the 
fublimeft attributes of the Supreme 
Being, and the three forms in which they 
inoft clearly appear to us, Power, Wifdom, 
and Goodnejs ; or in the language of Or­
pheus, and his difciples, Love: the fe- 
cond comprizes the Indian and Egyptian 
doftrine of the divine elfence and arche­
typal Ideas ; for a diftindl account of which 
the reader muft be referred to a noble de- 
fcription in the fixth book of Plato’s 
Republic ; and the fine explanation of that 
paifiige in an elegant difcourle by the au­
thor of (Cyrus, from whofe learned work 
a hint has been borrowed for the conclu- 
fion of this piece. The third and Jourth, 
are taken from the Inftitutcs of Menu, 
and the eighteenth Puran of Vy ass a, en- 
tituled, Stey Bhagawat, part of which has 
been translated into PerJian, not without 
elegance, but rather too paraphraflically. 
From Brehms, or the Great Being, in the 
neuter gender, is formed Brehm a, in the 

mafeuline ; and the fecond word is appro­
priated to the creative power of the Divi­
nity.

The fpirit of God, called Narayena, or 
moving on the,water, has a multiplicity of 
Other epithets in Sanfcret, the principal 
of which are introduced exprefsly, or by 
allufioB, in the JiJ'th ftanza; and two of 
them contain the names of the evil Beings, 
who a,rc feigned to have fprung from the 
ears of Vishnu ; for thus the divine fpi­
rit is entitled, when conlidered as the pre- 
jerving power : the fixth afcribes the per­
ception offecondary qualities by our Jnjes 
to the immediate influence of Maya ; 
and the feventh imputes to her operation the 
primary qualities of extenjwn and folidity.

The H Y M N.

I.

SPIRIT of Spirits, who, through every 
part

Of fpace expanded, and of endlefs time, 
Beyond the ftretch of lab’ring thought 

fublime,
Badft uproar into beauteous order ftart, 

Before Heaven was, Thou art:
Ere fpheres beneath usroll’d or fpheres above, 

Ere earth in lirmamental ether hung, 
Thou fatft alone ; till, through thy myfttc 

love,
Things unexifting to exiftence fprung, 

And grateful defcant fung.
What fit ft impell’d thee to exert thy might ? 

Goodnefs unlimited. What glorious light
Thy pow’r directed ? Wifdom without 

bound.
What prov’d it firft ? Oh! guide my fancy 

right;
Oh 1 raife from cumbrous ground
My foul in rapture drown’d, 

That fearlefs it may foar on wings of fire ; 
For Thou, who only know’ll, Inou only 

canft infpire.

II.
Wrapt in eternal folitary (hade,
Th’impenetrable gloom of light intenfe, 
Impervious, inacceflible, immenfe, 
Ere (pirits were infus’d or forms difplay’d,

Brehm, his own mind furvey’d, 
As mortal eyes (thus finite we compare 
With infinite) in (mooched mirrors gaze: 
Swiit at his look, a Ihape lupremeiv lair 
heap’d into being with abbuudids blaze,

That filty funs-might daze.
Primeval .Maya was the goddels nam’d, 

Who to het (ire witii love divine inflam’d, 
A cafket gave with rich ideas fill’d. 
From winch tins gorgeous univerfe he 

1; a m/d ;
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For when th’Almighty will’d. 
Unnumber’d worlds to build, 

From Unity diverfified he fpratig, 
While gay Creation laugh’d and procreant 

Nature rang.

III.
Pirjl an all-potent all-pervading found

Bade flow the waters—and the waters 
flow’d,

Exulting in their meafurelefs abode, 
Diffufive, multitudinous, profound, 

Above, beneath, around ;
Then o’er the vail expanfe primordial wind 

Breath’d gently, till a lucid bubble rofe, 
Which grew in perfeft Ihape an egg refin’d : 
Created fubftance no fuch luflre fhows, 

Earth no fuch beauty knows.
Above the warring waves it danc’d elate, 

Till from itsburfling [hell with lovely Hate 
A form cerulean flutter’d o’er the deep 
Brighteft of beings, greatcil of the great ;

Who not as mortals deep 
Their eyes’in dewy fleep, 

But heav’nly penfive on the Lotos lay, 
That bloffomt’d at his touch, and fired a 

golden ray.

IV.
Hail primal bloffbin ! hail empyreal gem ! 

Kernel or Pcdma, or whate’er high name 
Delight thee, fay, what four-form’d God­

head came,
With graceful Role and beamy' diadem, 

Forth from thy' verdant Item ?
Full-gitted Brehma! Wrapt in folemn thought 

He flood, and round his eyes fire-darting 
threw :

But, whillt his viewlefs origin he fought, 
One plain he faw of living waters blue, 

Their fpring nor faw nor knew ;
Then in his parent flalk again retir’d,.

With reftlels pain for ages he inquir’d
What were his pow’rs, by whom, and 

why conferr’d :
With doubts perplex’d, with keen impa­

tience fir’d
He rofe, and rifing heard 
Th’ unknown all-knowing Word, 
“ Brehma. ! no more in vain refearch 

perfift,
My veil thou canft not move—Go ; bid all 

worlds exilL”

V.
Hail felf-exiflrnt, in qeleflial fpeccb
Kar ay tn. from thv wat’ry cradle, nam’d : 
Or V'Cnamaly may I fing unblam’d, 
With flow’ry braids, that to thy iandals 

reach,
Whole beauties who can teach ?

Or high Peitambee, clad.it> yellow robes 
Than,funbeams brighter in meridian glow, 
That weave their heav’n-fpun light o’er 

circling globes ?

T R Y.

Unwearied, Lotos-eyed, with dreedfu! 
bow,

Dire evil’s conftant foe !
Great PedmMiabha, o’er thy cheriflied world 

The pointed Checra, by thy fingers whirl’d, 
fierce Kytabh. ihaii deitroy, and Medhu grim 
To black defpair and deep defiruction 

hurl’d.
Such views my fenfes dim, 
My eyes in darknefs fwim :

What eye can bear thy blaze, what ut- 
t’rance tell

Thy deeds with Giver trump or many- 
wreathed IheJJ.

VI.
Omnijcient Spirit, whole all-ruling pow'r 

Bids from each fenfe bright emanations 
beam ;

Glows in the rainbow, fpaikles in the 
it ream,

Smiles in the bud, and glifler.s in the flo'w’r 
That crowns each vernal bow’r ;

Sighs in the gale, and warbles in the throat 
Of every bird, that hails the bloomy fpring, 
Or tells his love in many a liquiq note, 
Whillt. envious artifls touch the rival tiring 

Till rocks and forefts ring ;
Breathes in rich fragrance from the fundal 

grove,
Or where the precious mufk-deer playful 

rove ;
In dulcet juice from cluft’ring fruit diftills, 
And burns Salubrious in the talteful clove : 

Soft banks and verd’rotts hills 
Thy prefent influence fills ;

In air, in floods, in caverns, woods and 
plains,

Thy will infpirits all, thy fov’reign Mayu 
reigns.

VII.
Blue cryflal vault and elemental fires,

That m th’ ethereal fluid blazeand breathe , 
Thou, tolling main, whole fnaky branches 

wreathe
This penfile orb with intertwining gyres ; 

Mountains whole radiant fpires
Prefumptuous rear their fummitsto the flies, 

And blend their em’rald hue with iap- 
phire light;

Smooth meadsand lawns, that glev/ with 
varying dyes

Of dew-befpang’ed leaves and bloffoms 
bright,

Hence 1 vanifh from my fight:
Delufive pi&ures ! unfubflantial fhows !

My foul abforb’d One only Being knows; 
Of all perceptions One abundant fource, 
Whenceev’ry objefl, ev’ry moment flows.

Suns hence derive their force, 
Hence planets learn their courfe;

But funs and fading worlds I view no 
more,

God only I perceive; Ged only I adore.
From

clad.it


POE

From K H O O S R O.
BY THOMAS LAW, ESQ.

U'S'ELESS doctor, quit my pillow, 
All thy remedies are vain :

The fight of her whom he adores, 
Can only cure the lover’s pain. 
The world allots that Klwofro pays 
His homage to an idol’s (brine;
1 do, I do, to that rtfign’d, 
The world has not a thought of mine. 
Love’s idolatry I follow, 
No other worship I approve ;
I need not wear the Pagan cord, 
Every nerve is (bung to love.

For the European Magazine.
Gentlemen,

" The following verfes have never appeared in 
print. They came to me after palling 
through fcveral hands from the reprefen- 
tativc of the late Mr. Quin, to whom 
Mr. Garrick fent them with the fol­
lowing memorandum, which you will fee 
is in his own hand-writing. N. B. AL-. 
Q/ttn is intreated by the author not totruftihe 
above out of his olon hands. After the lapfe 
of fo many years as have palled fince thei'c 
hues were written, I believe every reafon 
that then fubfifted for the above injunc­
tion mull be at an end; and therefore it 
fee ms no longer necelfary to with-hold 
them from the public.

C. D.

VERSES upon the ROA D,

To Lord John Cavendish.

Facit Indignr.tio.

WHILST all with fighs their wav purfiie 
From Chatfworth's bleft abode, 

My mind Hill fires, my Lord, at you, 
And thus buifts out in ode.

Forgive my phrenzy, good Lord John, 
For Pallion’s my Apollo :

Sweet Hebe lays—when fenfe is gone, 
That nonfenfe needs mull follow.

Like Indian knife, or Highland fword, 
Your words have hewn and hack’d me;

Whilft Qu i n, a rebel to his Lord, 
Like fits own Falftaff back’d me.

In vain I bounce, and fume, and fret, 
Swear Shakefpeare is divine ;

Fitzherbert * can a while forget 
His pa:ns to laugh at mine.

Lord Frederick, George, and eke his Grace, 
My hontft zeal deride;

N ay Hubert’s melancholy face 
Smirks on your Lordfhip’s fide.
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With paflion, zeal, and punch milled, 
Why goad me on to ftrife ?

Why fend me to a reftlefs bed, 
And difappointed wife ?

This my reward 1 and this from you ? 
Is’t thus you Bowman J treat ?

Who eat more toads than you krtoto a.,if, 
Each night did ftrawberries cat.

Did I not mount the dun-drawn chaife, 
And fweat for many a mile ?

And gave his Grace’s 1 kill much praife, 
Grinning a ghajily frail* !

Did I not elfewhere rifk my bones, 
My Lord-Duke’s freaks took pride in ?

Did I not trot down hills of ftones, 
And call it pleaiant riding ?

Did I not all your feats proclaim, 
Nor once from duty ftirink ?

In flattery I funk my fame : 
A Bowman ev’n indrink.

Did I not oft my confcience force 
Againft its dilates fwear ?

Have I not prais’d Lord George’s horfe ? 
Nay ev’n your Lordfhip’s mare ?

Did I not oft in rain and wind 
O'er hills thro’ vallies roam, 

When wiler folk would lag behind, 
And fpaniels ftaid at home ?

Have I not with your natives fed, 
The worft of all my labours, 

And ventur’d both my ears and head 
Among your fcalping neighbours ?

N'H Quin’s more bleft with calipee, 
Fitzherbert in his puns,

Lord John in contradicting me, 
Lord Frederick with his nuns,

Than I am bleft in Shakefpeare’s mufe ?
Each drop within my ftandifh, 

Each drop of blood for him I’lllofe, 
As firm as any Ca'ndish.

As Whig you gain the world’s applaufe. 
For once a Tory Ihine ;

A Tory once in Shakefpeare’s caufe. 
And feel his right divine *

Attack my wife, my patent tear, 
Do deeds without a name !

Burn, kill, or ravifb, Lord 1 but fpare, 
(.) (pare my Shakefpeare’s fame"!

Did not Dean Barker J- wifely preacbs 
Op nion may be fin ;

Did not his fcrmon wifely teach, 
To cleanfe ourfclves within ?

From infidelity awake!
O melt your heart of ftone ;

Conceal your errors for my fake, 
Or mend them for your own.

D G.

* William Fitzherbert, Efq. of Tiffington, member for Derby.
J The name of a character in Lethe.
f The Rev. William Barker, M. A. Dean of Raphoe.. He died about 1777, 
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Lines written by a Gentleman whovi- 

fited a Fri end in the Cou n t r y to keep 
bis Daughter’s Birth-day, and was 
reproved for not prefenting her with a 
Copy oFVerses on the occafion.

J^'S’TO hail fair Cath’rine’s natal day, 
Late from the bufy town I flew :

But ah, forgotten was the lay, 
To virtue, lenfe, and fweetnels due.— 
The Mufe, who vagrant long had been, 
Fail’d herncglefted lyre to firing, 
And, as th’ occafion bade, to fing 
The rip’ningrofe of fair eighteen !
Yet, Kitty, was my he-art to blame, 
Whieh, ever adtive in thypraife, 
Owns not in this the fenfe of fhame, 
Not knowing difference of days ? — 
When aught of thee my thoughts fugged, 
I know not which day is the bell.
Nor times nor feafons friendlhip knows,, 
Be Kitty young, or be (he old ; 
Effulgent as the liquid gold, 
Its undecreafmg.ardour glows.
And yet fogood and fail ait thou, 
I’m jealous of each coming year ; 
So perfedl I behold thee now. 
That every chance of change If car.
Dear Girl, fince needs I mull exprefs 
(What if conceal’d had been no lefs) 
The wiflr, that withencreafing years 
Th’ unfailing tide of blifs may flow : 
A life of joy “ unflain’d by tears,” 
Be it thy happy lot to know I 
Whilfl I—tho' a lien to the Mu fe.
Will ne’er the feftive verfereftife, 
But will for many a year remember 
To greet my fair-one in November.

H.

AddrdTed to Maria on her Birth-day, 
Dec. 23,1786.

SOME four-and-tweiity years ago, T 
|ove took a peep at things below, > 

And found the ladies but fo-fo ; J
'No longer form’d to win the heart;
Mere creatures of fineffeand art; 
Wiiofc only bent, purfuit and paflion, 
Was fcandal, cards, and drefs and fafhion. 
This fight fo did his God-Ihip vex, 
He vow’d t’ extirpate all the fex : 
But Venns'urg’d a footling prayer, 
And Pallasjoin’d, and fav’d the fair. 
Yet on conditions—Jove declared, 
The female race was only (par’d : 
Provided they would do their bell, 
And form a pattern for the rcil, 
Whole virtues fhould at once delight, 
And Serf and Softnefs both unite.--- —
Strait'they efiay’d their utmofl art 
To form a perfrft female heart. — 
Ai length the beauteous wonder came, 
Jud thou, my’charmer, vert the dame, 

'I he gocidcffes exulting taw 
‘1 heli lovely work without a flaw,

And Jove confented to poftpoiie 
His vengeance, for thy fake alone.—— 
This tale (if flrange it Ihouid appearj 
Young Cupid whifper’d in my ear, 
The very hour I firlt beheld 
The nymph, who all her fex excell’d. 
Since then, her gentle hand poffefs’dr 
I deem rnyfelf fupremely blefs’d, 
And yearly tune my choicefl lay 
To celebrate this favour'd day, 
Which gave a maid, a wife, a mother, 
To fave one fex and blefs the other. G. C,

OD E to HUMANITY.
Infcribed [with Sentiments of Refpefl and 

Elleem for his late humane Condufl) to 
Mr. Simpson of Norwich.

By E. Knipe-, of Liverpool, 
HaIL ! fair Humanity !

Lift up thv lucid fapphire eye : behold, 
In records of eternity,

Thy facred triumphs frefh enroll’d : 
There view the name to thee mofl dear, 
Simpson, who never turn’d his ear 
From forrow’s tender plaint,

Tho’ long inur’d to feenes wb.ofe mifery 
Might make Benevolence itfelf grow faint S

By Tcndernefs infpir’d, 
He taught the tear of Sympathy to flow ;• 

His foul, to adts of kindnefs fir’d, 
Own’d Charity’s ctlellial-glow. 
How happy, might I give to Fame 

’ A verfe to celebrate his name ;
One energetic line, 

For flrong expreflion of its theme admir’d 
A theme in Mercy’s annals mark’d to fhine. 
’Tis bis to feel that happinefs fupreme 
Which only fympathetic hearts can know ; 
When Conlolation’s foul-reviving beam 
Gleams,in foltlufire, thro’thecloudsofwoe. 
What greater blifs can human life bellow, 
Than thus to wipe fad Sorrow’s tears away, 
And joy’s new-rifen fun all-radiant fhew 
Where, thro’ Hope’s medium, his bright 

glories plav,
And dart with cheating iutclleflual ray ?

How can the piealure be exprefl 
W hi ch role in Si m vs on’s manly breafl. 
When, bleft reward for which he toil’d, 
The Infant on its Mother fmil’d : 
Then I weetly turn’d on him its eyes, 
Glilt’ning, bedew’d, as if to tell 
That all its new-reviving joys 
Were mix’d with grief to bid its friend 

farewell.
Can tongue exprefs, can pen relate, 
The father’s, mother’s, happy Bate ? 
Tears are the only thanks they boafl ; 
And fpeech in gratitude is loll ! 
But tho’ no loud acclaims are giv’n, 
Nor words to make their feelings 

known,
. Their meptal blcffings rife to Heav’n 

And angi L bear them to th’eternal throne.
Of
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O Simpson 1 friend of human kind, 
Thro’ life’s, long journey may’ll thou 

find
Hearts which, like thine, congenial 

glow,
To dry the tears of pallid woe, 

And, by the gentle pow’r of gratitude, 
Reclaim the Guilty to rejoin the Goon.

H ¥ M N.
Virginibuspuerifque cinto.

HAST thou beheld the glorious Sun 
Thro’ ail the ikies his circuit run, 

At rifing morn, at clofing day, 
And when he beam’d his noontide ray ?

Say, didft thou e’er attentive view 
The evening cloud, the morning dew; 
Or, after ram, the watery bow 
Rife in the Eaft, a beauteous flrow ?
When darknefs had o’erfpread the fkics, 
Haft thou e’er feen the moon arife, 
And with a mild and placid light 
Shed luftre o’er the face of night ?
Haft thou e’er wander’d ®’.er the plain, 
And view’d the fields and waving grain, 
The flowery mead, the leafy grove, 
Where all is melody and love ?
Haft thou e’er trod the Candy fhore, 
And heard the reftlefs ocean roar, 
When rous’d by fome tremendous ftorm, 
Its billows role in dreadful form ?

Haft thou beheld the lightning ftream 
Thro’ night’s dark gloom with hidden gleam, 
While tie bellowing thunder’s found 
Roll’d rattling thro’ the heavens profound.
Haft thou e’er felt the cutting gale, 

1 he fleety fliower, the biting hail ;
Beheld bright fnow o’erfpread the plains, 
L He water bound in icy chains ?
Haft thou the various beings feen 
That fport along the valley green, 
I hat iweetlv warble on the fpray, 
Or wanton in the Funny ray ?
I hat fport along the briny deep, 
Pr under-ground their dwellings keep ; 
{hat thro’ the gloomy foreft range, 
th' frightful wilds and deferts ftrange ?
Haft thou the wond’rous feenes furvey’d, 
That all around thee are difplay’d ? 
And haft thou never rais’d thine eyes 
To Him who bade thefe feenes arife ?
I was God who form’d the concave fky, 

And o’er the glorious orbs on high ; 
Who gave,the various beings birth, 
T hat people all the fpacious earth, 
Tis he that bids the tempeft rife, 

. nd rolls the thunder thro’ the ikies;
ts voice the elements obey ;
hro’ all the earth extends his fway-
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His goodneft all his creatures (hare, 
But man is his peculiar care !
Then, while they ail proclaim his prai.fe,, 
Let man his voice the loudelt raife.

The following Song was written fome timfe 
ago by Captain Morris ; addreffed to 
Lady * * * * who afked him “ What the 
paffion of Love was ?”

VOU afk me what’s love?-—Why that
• virtue-fed vapour,

Which Poets fpread over our longings like 
gauze,

May do for a fwain who can feed upon paper, 
But fiefh is my diet-- and blood is the

caufe.
A delicate tendre, fpun into Platonic, 

Suits the feminine fop, whom no beauties 
provoke ;

But the blood of a Welchman is hot and la­
conic,

And he loves as hefights, with a word and 
, a ftroke.

Yet I grant yon there is a fweet madnefs of 
paffion,

A raptur’d delirium of mental delight;
Tho’, alas ! my dear Madam, not five in ths 

nation,
Whofe fouls have an optic to view the 

bleft light.
But we fpeak not of minds of diftinguifh’d 

feledlion,
But love, common love, in its earthly attire;

Which, believe me, when drefs’d in this 
high-flown affeftion,

Wears the thread-bare difguife of a bank­
rupt defire.

For the bofom’s deceit, like the fpendthrift's 
profufion,

As the fubftance declines, rich appear­
ances tries;

More gay as more weak, till this fplendid 
delufion

In a pang of bright vanity dazzles and dies.

Ah 1 if in a ftrain of pure fentiment flowing, 
No animal warmth checks' the eloquent 

tongue,
’Tis the trick of a coxcomb to boafl your un- 

doing,
And pride, tafte, or impotence, prompts 

the foul wrong.

For Love, in a tumult of foft agitation, 
O’ercome with its ardour, bids language 

retire;
And loft in emotions of troubled fenfation, 

Still breathes the fhort accents of fiient 
defire.

Yes
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Yes the God’s on the wing, when a delicate 
Damon,

In fickly compofure, fits down to refine ; 
For Love, like a FLacftic, when weakly the 

ftamcn,
Still brightens the ficin as thefolids decline.

If Inch be the Love you propofe in the quef- 
tion,

No doubt ’tis a phantom drefs’d up by the 
mind ;

And, believe me, it is not a fubftance to reft 
on,

But the fraud of cold bofoms and vanities 
blind.

But for me, my dear madam, a poor carnal 
firmer,

Whofe love keeps no Lent, or on rhapfody 
ftarves;

With the fliarp fauce of hunger I fall to my 
dinner,

And take, without fcruple, what happi- 
nefs carves.

So, my good Lady * * * *,  all beauty and 
merit,

You fee, tho’ I doat on your face and your 
mind,

The devil a grain flioiild I feel of Love’s fpirit, 
If looks didn’t warrant yourdhape and 

your kind.
With this tafte you, perhaps, will upbraid 

my vile nature,
But thus ftanc§ the cafe 5 and in truth 

to my theme,
Were my miftrefs the firft both in mind 

and in feature,
Uitfex her, and paffion would fade like a 

dream.
As a poet, indeed, I’ve a licence for firftion, 

To drefs in heroics the treacherous heart, 
But take the fad truth, and excufe the plain 

r ditfticn,
Isr Live moves 'with me in anbonejter part, 

But, perhaps, you may know fomething 
more of the matter,

Then deign to inform the dull foul of a 
brute—

A hint of your mind would moft pleafingly 
flatter,

And to hear it I’d always be wiping and 
mute.

O D E for the NEW YEA R.
By the Rev. T. Waxton, Poet-Laureat.

I,
TN rough magnificence array’d, 

When ancient Chivalry difplay’d
The pomp of her heroic games;
And crefted chiefs, and tiifued dames, 
AiTembled, at the clarion's call, 
In tome proud caftle’s high-arch’d hall, 

To grace romantick Glory’s genial rites, 
Aficcute of the gorgeous feftival,
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The minftrel ftruck his kindred firing, 
And told of many a fteel-clad King, 

Who to the turney train’d his hardy
Knights;

Or bore the radiant Redcrofs fliield 
Mid the bold Peers of Salens’$ field; 
Who travers’d Pagan climes to quell 
The wizard foes terrific fpell ; 
In rude affrays untaught to fear 
The Saracen's gigantick fpear.—•

The liftening champions felt the fabling 
rhyme,

With fairy trappings bright, and fhook their 
plumes fublime.

II.
Such were the themes of regal praife, 
Dear to the bard of elder days ;
The fongs, to favage virtue dear, 
That won of yore the publick ear 1 
Ere polity, ft date and lage, 
Had quench’d the fires of feudal rage, 

Had ftern’d the torrent of eternal ftrife, 
And ch. rm’d to reft an unrelenting age.—.

No more, in formidable ftate, 
The caftle flints its thundering gate 

New colours fuitthe feenesof foften’d life j
No more beftriding barbed fteeds, 
Adventurous valour idly bleeds : 
And now’ the bard, in alter’d tones, 
A theme of worthier triumph owns-; 
By focial imagery beguil’d,
He moulds his harp to manners mild ;

Nor longer weaves the wreath of war- 
alone,

Nor hails the hoftile forms that grac’d the 
Gothic throne.

III.
And now he tunes his plaufive lay 
To Kings, who plant the Civic Bay; 
Who clioofe the Patriot Sovereign’s 

part,
Diffufing Commerce, Peace, and Art; 
Who fpread the virtuous pattern wide, 
And triumph in a nation's pride :

Who feek coy Science in her clorfter’d 
nook, I

Where Thames, yet rural, rolls an artlefs 
tide:

Who love to view the Vai# divine, 
Where revel Nature and j!he Nine, 

And cluftering towers the tufted grove 
o’erlook .•

To Kings, who rule a filial land, 
Who claim a people’s vows and pray’rs, 
Should treafon arm the weakeft hand ; 
To thefe, his heart-felt praife he bears ; 
And with new rapture haftes to greet 
This fcftal morn, that longs to meet, 

With luckieft aufpices, the laughing
Spring ;

And epes- her glad career with bleliings on 
her wing!
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THEATRICA
Drury-Lane.

Saturday, the 13th inftant, a new 
farce, intituled The First Floor, 

'vas performed, for the-firft time, at this 
Theatre. It is the avowed preclusion of 
Mr. Cobb, author of the Humourift, 
the Strangers at Home, and feveral other 
pieces. The charafters of the prelent 
drama are as follow :
Squire Whimfey, 

Young Whimfey, 
Montford, 
Simon, 
Furni/h, 
F rank, 
Yim. Tartlet, 
Charlotte, 
Nancy, 
Mrs. Pattypan,

Mr. Baddeley. 
Mr. R. Palmer. 
Mr. Whitfield, 
Mr. Burton. 
Mr. Suett.
Mr. Spencer. 
Mr. Bannifter, jun.
Mifs Collins. 
Mrs. Willbn. 
Mrs. Hopkins.

The fable is briefly as follows :
’Squire Whimfey is an old Humourift, 

flirewd and fufpicious in every circum­
stance. Underftanding that Morttford 
had paid his addrefles to Charlotte his 
daughter, in the country, he determined 
to bring her to town, and writes accord­
ingly to his fon’s lodgings at Mrs. Patty­
pan’s in Piccadilly, to give him notice 
°f the intended*vifit.  This letter, thro’ 
the negligence of the fervant, mifcarries. 
Montford, in the mean time, hearing of 
his miftrefs’s intended vifit to town, re- 
folves t$ effeft a private marriage, if pof- 
fible, on her arrival, and for her reception 
takes Mrs. Pattypan’s First Floor, 
vvhich young Whimfey had been repeated­
ly warned to quit, on account of his difli. 
pation and irregularity. Old Whimfey 
arrives in town with his daughter, and7 
occupies, as he imagines, his fon’s apart­
ments. Montford entering Ihortly after, 
is furprifed at the familiarity which the 
°id fellow ufurps in his lodgings, and on 
his mentioning fome furniture which he 
had given his fon, miftakes him for an 
upholfterer, when fome laughable equi­
voques enfue firft between old Whimfey 
and Montford, and afterwards between 
the latter and Mrs. Pattypan, to whom he 
pretends to make love, to cover his future 
defigns, when he finds he has been con­
verting with the father of his miftrefs. 
* oung Whimfey returning as ufual to his 
lodgings, and Tim. Tartlet, the hulband 
cleft of Mrs. Pattypan, coming home 
drunk, give rife to a variety of happy 
equivoque and ludicrous blunder, until a 
general explanation takes place, and the 
Piece terminates in the double union of
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Tartlet with Mrs. Pattypan, and Mont­
ford with Charlotte. The following is 
the

PROLOGUE, 
Written by the Author of the Farce ;

AND
Spoken by Mr. BANNISTER, Junior.
WELL, here you are, expeftant all, no 

doubt,
Guefling what this fame Farce can be 

about.
“ The Firft Floor—La !” exclaims a city- 

dame,
“ Upon my word, a monftrous pretty 

name!
** Deary, we’ll go and fee it; there ar« 

jokes,
Depend upon it, on low vulgar folks, 

“ Who into nafty lodgings needs muft 
pop,

“ And can’t afford like us to keep a 
fliop.”

“ Tell me, Sir Harry,”—lifps a titled 
fair,

“ What is this Farce ? and pray who will, 
be there ?

“ Shall one be vapour’d with their empty 
rowrs ?

“ Or bleft in crouds of faces that one 
knows ?”

t( Can’t fay, ’pon ’onnor, Ma’am,” re­
plies Sir Harry,

“ As feu- the Piece, fuppofe it can’t mif- 
carry,

“ If cram’d with jefts on us, as hereto­
fore,

“ To make the creatures in the galleries 
roar.

Thefe Firft Floor authors are quite new 
to me,

“ I thought they liv’d in garrets—he I 
he! he!

“ Lud,” cries her Ladyfliip, “ I dare to 
fay,

“>-This Firft Floor points at poor dear 
Lady K.

“ She fupp’d with we know who—we all 
know where,

<*  Some folks have taken lodgings near 
the Square.—•

“ Thus to ftab charafters one’s feelings 
/hocks—

“ John, run t© Fofbrook, I muft have a 
box.”

“ Pflia 1” fnarls old Quidnunc," “ I’ll 
lay five to four,

t( There’s nought but politicks in this 
Firft Floor—

“ Sly ftrokes at Minifters—I fmell a rat— 
“ Botany Bay—the treaty—and all that.”

H “ Done,”
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« Done,” fays Jack Spruce, “ I’ll bet 
you what you pleafe,

ft They will be witty on the ladies’ keys ;
« Or as the laft new joke their purpofe 

fuits,
iC Abufe box-lobby heroes, and their 

boots.”
Now, while conjefture marks each fapi- 

ent phiz,
I’ll give you juft a /ketch of what it is.

Our Firft Floor’s fitted up in hopes of 
ftriking

Tliofe, who to mirth and whim bear hearty 
liking;

In whom by faffiion nature ne’er fuppreft, 
With bur Its of honeft laughter greet each 

jeft.
Our Floor thus let—the graver critics 

fcorning,
We hope our lodgers will not give us 

warning.

Q_U EEN’s BIRTH-DAY,
Thursday, January 18.

ft-HE Drawing-room was attended by Hawkefbury And the
-*■  all the nobility and people of diftinc- Littleton Lady Mayorefs.

tion now in town ; ainongft whom were &c. &c. &c. &c.
the
Princefs Augufta Princefs Elizabeth 

His Royal Highnefs the Duke of 
Cumberland

Archbiffiop of Canterbury 
Speaker of the Houle of Commons 

Dukes.
Norfolk Grafton
Portland 
Northumberland

Montagu 
Manchefter

Queenlberry Ancafter
Bolton Beaufort
Richmond Bridgewater

Marquisses.
Stafford Lothian
Buckingham

Hinchinbrook 
Dacre 
Delawar 
Hampden 
Edgecumbe 
Duncannon 
Stormont 
Mulgrave 
Boffmey 
Denbigh 
Galloway 
Bathuift 
Leicefter 
Harcourt

Lords. 
Weymouth 
Boho*  
Camden 
Galway 
Stair 
Herbert 
Hawkefbury 
Kinnoul 
Shaftefbury 
Macartney 
Eltham 
Craven 
Car Idle

The BALL ROOM
Was not fo much crowded as on fimi­

lar occasions.
Tlleir Majefties, accompanied by the 

Princefs Augufta and Princefs Elizabeth, 
entered the room at nine o’clock, and, 
after paying and receiving the compli­
ments of the company, the minuets com­
menced in the following order:
Duke of Cum-7 Princefs Augufta, 

berland 5 Princefs Elizabeth.
Earl Delawar ?

5 Lady Malden.
Earl ©f Alta-7 Lady Fairford, 

mont jLadyTufton.
Lord Galway { ^ady Car. Waldegrave, 

} j Lady Anne Belayfe.
Lord Stopford l^gunces P'erci,val* 

1 3 Lady Mary Percival.
Honble. Mr. 7 Hon. Mil’s Thynne, 

Edgecumbe | Hon. Mil’s Pitt.
Honble. Mr. 7 Mifs Vernon,

Thynne j Mifs Gunning, 
Mr. Crawford J} Mils Nbvjlle.
Mr- 7 Mifs Tyrrell, 

| Mils Frankland.

Chandos 
Richmond 
Beaufort

Duchesses.
Northumberland 
Manchefter

Marchionesses.
Stafford Buckingham

Ladies.
Suffolk Vere
Kinnaird Suffield
Harcourt Effingham
Canidea Leicefter

DRESSES. 
The King.

Purple velvet, embroidered with gold, 
with a brilliant ftar of immenfe value; 
the George, fhoulder-loop, and button 
alfo of diamonds.

The Queen.
■ The body and robe of her Majefly’s 
tlrefs was of lemon fatin, the coat of white 
crape gauze, with row-s of elegant black 
lace quilled in ftripes, intermixed with 
Glue ribbands $ the train was alfo bor­

dered
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dered with black lace, the whole very neat 
and plain.

The Queen's Head-drefs was blond 
lace, intermixt with blue and black rib­
band, with only one diamond pin in the 
front.

The Princess Augusta and 
Princess Elizabeth

Had the bodies and trains of their dreffe*  
alike, both of gold tiffue. The Princefs 
Augufta’s petticoat was of white crape, 
ornamented with fapphire blue foil laid 
on flat, reprefenting wreaths of flowers, 
with a broad elegant filver fringe on the 
border of the coat; alfo fuperb diamond 
ftomacher and fleeve knots.

Her Royal Highnefs’s head was orna­
mented with three elegant large white 
feathers on the left fide ; two wreaths of 
flowers, in colour correfponding with 
thole on her drefs on the right fide; 
and behind a plume of Nina feathers, 
correfponding alfo in colour—with four 
large diamond pins in front, on a ribband 
edged with black.

The Princefs Elizabeth’s head-drefs 
was fimilar to her filter’s, only varying 
the colour of the ribband, that being a 
dark lilac, on which an equal number of 
diamond pins were placed.

Her petticoat was crape gauze, ele­
gantly fpangled and embroidered with 
gold ; and a dark lilac fringe, with a 
gold head, laid acrofs the coat, at the 
head of which were wreaths of green foil 
flowers, which had a very grand effeft 5 
and far furpaffed the decorations of the 
Princefs Augufta’s drefs.

Lady Salisbury's
Was formed of a puce-coloured body 

and train, with yellow fpdts refembling 
gold ; the coat of crape gauze, orna­
mented in ftripes, with coloured foil 
flowers; between which were fancifully 
difpofed a number of the eye of peacock’s 
feathers, which had an uncommon novel 
and whimfical effect, with an elegant broad 
embroidered border on puce-fatin, from 
which hung a broad gold fringe.

Her Ladyfliip’s head-drefs was fancied 
m the ftile of an Emperor’s crown, richly 
and fuperbly ornamented with feathers, 
flowers, and an abundance of diamonds.

Lady Malden.
This drefs, in point of novelty and 

elegance, flood prominently confpicuous. 
I he body and robe were made of royal 
purple fatin, on a white fatin coat, ele­
gantly trimmed in feftoons of royal pur­
ple, covered with filver fpangles, and or­
namented with fpangles in the form of 
Weeping willows, edged with filver fringe; 

each feftoon fupported with a bow of 
purple fatin, every point of which was 
ornamented with a rofe, that refembled 
diamonds ■, a broad fafh of purple fatin, 
bordered with white, and ornamented 
with filver fpangles and fringe, care- 
lefsly difpofed on the left fide, forming 
en tout enfemble a moft beautiful and 
brillia.it effect.

Her Ladyfliip’s cap was decorated with 
a plume of Argus feathers, and an em­
broidered ribband in front, with another 
plume of coloured feathers, altogether ex­
tremely beautiful, and it feemed to be 
the pattern cap of the whole room.

Lady Fairford.
This drefs was generally confidered as 

one of the moft beautiful that adorned 
the Court ; the gown black fatin, fpotted 
with purple and gold; the petticoat, 
white fatin, covered with crape, richly 
embroidered with gold, foils, fable, and 
beads.

Lady Warwick
Shone with a lilac velvet gown, with 

a white fatin coat covered with crape, 
and richly embroidered with ftripes of 
velvet, filver, and green foil.

Lady Sefton.
The robe, train, and coat, of French 

pink fatin, the coat ornamented with 
white, en tiffue, of Italian gauze, the 
lower half of white fatin, turned up with 
pink and black libbands, bordered with 
pearls, with buckles and ftraps of pearls.

Lada Shaftesbury.
A pink gown and train, the latter 

with an embroidered border 5 crape coat, 
embroidered in feftoons, with pink and 
black velvet. The feftoon on the right 
fide tied up with a bunch of pink and 
white feathers, the left with a bunch of 
white lilies ; a rich' fringe of taflels of 
pink and white fatin, and black velvet 
cuffs covered with exceeding elegant point 
lace.

The cap of blond lace, with a large 
plume of feathers, and a band of black 
velvet, ornamented with diamonds. 
Duchess Dowager of Ancas'ter.

A green drefs of fatin, beautifully orna­
mented with oak leaves and acorns.

Duchess of Ancaster.
A yellow fatin drefs, taftefully trimmed, 

with crape and foil.
Lady Caroline Mackenzie.
The body and robe calute, in purple 

fatin ; white fatin coat, covered with white 
crape, in feftoons ; the whole of it orna­
mented with flowers, refembling heafts- 
eafe, and a wreath of the fame at th£ bot­
tom, edged with deep white blond lace.

H z Her

brillia.it
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Her cap was decorated with wheat­
ears and bull-ruflies, in form much 
refembling an Emperor’s crown.

Lady Gideon,
In a brown fatin gown, with a white 

fatin coat covered with crape, and richly 
embroidered with filver.

Lady Jersey.
Black velvet body and robe, the 

petticoat white, with blue and black in­
termix!, laid crofs-ways on the coat; 
and between each a ftripe bordered with 
a row of gold flowers, and gold fringe, 
of an uncommon breadth.

Lady Caroline Herbert.
White crape and blond coat, embroi­

dered velvet in black or blue fatin, with 
a body and robe of blue fatin.

Lady Hampden.
A purple velvet robe and body, and 

white fatin coat; the lower part in deep 
purple, entirely embroidered with ftone 
foil, and turned up with wreaths of wheat­
ears, made in ftones, that had the appear­
ance of diamonds.

Lady Kinnaird.
Black velvet gown and robe, pink fatin 

coat covered with crape, and ftriped with 
pink and black ribbands.

COUNTRY DANCES.
After the minuets, the country dances 

"began : the following ladies and gentle­
men were partners : —
D. of Cumberland, Princefs Augufta. 
Earl Delawar, Princefs Elizabeth. 
Lord Stopford, Countefsof Saliibury. 
Mr. Montague, Lady Fairford.
Mr. Edgecumbe, Lady C. Waldegrave.

Mr. Crawford, Mifs Thynne.
Lord Aidborough, Mifs Gideon. 
Mr. ------ Mifs Gage.

The country-dances were, “ Good 
morrow to your Night-cap”-—“ La Belle 
Catharine”—and the “ German Spa.” 
------The Ball ended a quarter before 
twelve.

The Ladies head-drefles were princi­
pally ornamented with feathers and 
artificial flowers.—The Nina plume was 
remarkably confpicuous.—The caps in 
general narrow and high, and the hair 
not dreffed 16 wide as the fafliion has 
been for feme time paft. Thofe who wore 
thin toupees in curls had them much 
fmaller than ufual, and many wore plain 
toupees, particularly the Queen and the 
Princefles.

Very light powder feems to have taken 
place of the rage that prevailed feme time 
ago for Marefchal.

The decoration for the fleeves was 
generally on gauze cuffs, with treble 
ruffles, without brealLknots or breaft- 
bows, except of diamonds.

White coats fancifully trimmed with 
gold and filver gauze, foil flowers and 
feathers, with a variety of coloured bodies 
and trains, were the diftinguilhing tafte ; 
head-drefles ornamented with colours 
correfponding with the gown.

The pouting handkerchief for the neck 
feems abolilhed, and nature has again 
taken place of that prepofterous fafliion.

Their Majefties retired at half paft ele­
ven o’clock, after the Princefles had 
danced three country-dances.

FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.
Florence, December i 6.'

HE Great Duke of Tufcany has juft 
iffued a new code of criminal laws, 

which is ordered to be obferved in all his 
dominions. It confifts of 119 articles, by 
which capital punifhments are abolilhed, as 
having been found to leave too flight an im- 
Preffion on the minds of the people for the 
Prevention of crimes, and more vifible and 
permanent fufferings ordained in their ftead. 
Torture is prohibited ; confifeations are de­
clared unjuft, as involving the innocent with 
the guilty ; proportionable penalties are in- 
fliited for flight offences, and a more equita­
ble mode of trial is eftahlifhed, particularly 
with regard to evidence.—Soon after the pub­
lication of this new code, a man condemned 
to the galleys for a moft inhuman murder, 
endeavoured to perfuade the perfon to whom 
he was chained to efcap# with him 5 . but 

upon his refufal, he took an opportunity of 
picking up a large ftone, with which, not- 
withftanding his chains, he maflacred his 
companion in the prefence of the guard. So 
horrible a deed, under fuch circumftances, 
almoft overcame the Duke’s humane temper. 
He immediately ordered a gallows to be 
erected in the moft public part of Pifa ; but 
his Imperial Highnefs countermanded the 
order for his execution, and the criminal 
was fentenced to a more excruciating and 
lafting punifhment, that of being immured 
between four walls, where, almoft unable to 
move, he mutt end his life in theutmoft mi- 
fery. As a more flagrant offence can fcarce- 
ly be committed, puftilhments by death are 
not expected to be revived in this coun­
try.

Franckfort, Dec. 17. The Eleflor of 
Cologn has taken up arms, we mean the 

fcribbling 
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fcribbling weapons, againft the Pope’s Le­
gate, and of com fe his holy matter. This 
paper war, which may become more ferious 
hereafter, firft arofe in confequence of an 
imprudent or rather impudent mandate from 
the Nuncio, who gave himfelf the air of 
declaring void and null the marriage difpen- 
fations granted by the Eledtor. The latter 
inftantly iffued out his fovereign proclama­
tion, forbidding all parifh re&ors paying any 
attention to the circular letter of the Roman 
Prelate, whom his Electoral Highnefs ftiles 
^foreign JPifhof, tuba ajjumes the title of Nvn- 
tit from the holy fee to Cologn ; but, on the 
contrary, to return the fame under cover to 
the writer, and require of the poft-mafters 
a certificate of their having complied with 
the injunction.

We have received an authentic account of 
the check the Ruffians met with lately among 
the Tartars of Caucafus. The Ruffian 
troops in thofe parts at one time confifted of 
20 battalions of infantry, and 16 fquadrons 
of horfe, but thefe forces were fo reduced 
by ficknefs and different Ikirmifhes with the 
enemy, that moft of the battalions were re­
duced from 1000 to 300 men at moft ; 
befides which, they were Rationed at fuch 
diftances that, weak as they were, they could 
not properly defend themfelves. The Tar­
tars in the neighbourhood, taking advan­
tage of this, united, and affembling in a corps 
of near 30,000 men attacked the Ruffian line 
unexpectedly on the 4th of October in three 

different parts, which had this effeft ; that 
the advanced pofts were all cut to pieces, 
and the others driven back in hafte to Kif- 
lar, the centre of their quarters ; many re­
giments upon this occafion loft their bag­
gage, and even their cannon ; and it is not 
exaggerating the total lofs of the Ruffians to 
fet it at 8co men.

Vienna, Dec. 2®. The Archbiffiop, fince 
his arrival, has had feveral conferences with 
the Emperor.—The objefl: is faid to be the 
total abolition of the jurifdidtion of the Pope’s 
Nuncio in Germany. The Papal Emiffaiy 
in Bavaria oppofes with the utmoft of his 
ability, this deadly ftroke at the power of 
the church.---------fin the prefent afpeCt
of human affairs, thefe two great events, 
the decline of the Papal fuperftition in 
the Weft, and the fubverfion of the Maho­
metan delufion in the Eaft,. are not unlikely 
to mark the clofe of the prefent century, 
or the beginning of the next.—How ftrik- 
ingly the prophecies, recorded in the facred 
Scriptures, feem advancing to completion.]

Par/s, ‘Jan. 2. The Count d’Aranda, 
Arnbaffador from the Court of Spain, has 
received an exprefs from Madrid, with the 
important intelligence that the King of Spain 
has had a ftroke of the palfy, which had 
affedted his intelledls, and totally deprived him 
of his mental powers. His eldeft fon, the 
Prince of Afturias, has taken up the reins of 
Government.

MONTHLY CHRONICLE.
January r.

A Large ox, weighing 280 ftohe, was on 
Monday laft ffiewn t® his Majefty, in 

the Little Park at Windfor, who ordered 
Mr. Weft to make a portrait of the animal.

To the honour of the officers of the parifh 
of St. Mildred the Virgin in the Poultry, 
they have reduced the poor’s-rate from 
3 s. 6d. to 6d. in the pound 1 and this is not 
by neglecting cafes that require commifera- 
tion, but by attending to the management of 
their poor ; by difearding the indolent and 
able; by a due examination of claims; and 
by a regular, rigid, and affiduous difeharge of 
their duty.

4. The New year’s Ode was performed 
before their Majefties at St. James’s ; and the 
Drawing-room was well attended. The 
Queen and the two eldeft Princeffes appear­
ed in two new head-dreffes, which, for 
beauty and coftlinafs, it is faid, equals, if not 
exceeds, any thing of the kind ever feen at 
the Britifti Court. The lace and materials 
are the manufadhire of the little female fo- 
cicty of &ce manufafturers, eftablifhed and 

patronized by her Majefty. They are moftly 
daughters of clergymen, or tradefmen whole 
circumftances are reduced.

5. An extraordinary infedl has lately been 
tranfmitted from Dodtor Zona (firft phyfieiarr 
to the King of Spain) to the Royal Society. 
It is of the clafs of Scarabeus, as thick as the 
little finger, two inches long, and fo lumi­
nous, that when it flies by night it fpreads a 
great light.

8. The Emperor has caufed all the private 
Saints and other religious days which the 
Roman Catholics obferve, to be omitted in 
the Imperial Calendar, and in lieu thereof 
they have inferred this year, for the firft 
time, an account of the various fairs and 
Public amufements as they occur in his Ma  
jetty’s dominions.

*

The Electors of Mentz and Treves have 
followed the example of his Serene Highnefs 
of Cologne, and have iffued out ordonnances, 
ftridtly forbidding their Bifhops and Clergy 
to pay the leaft regard to any Bull or Brief 
that may be iffued by the Pope’s Nuncio.

9. Tuefday morning a little after nine
. o’clock
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o’clock eighteen malefactors, who were con­
victed in October feffion, were brought out 
of Newgate, and executed 6u the platform 
erefted in the Old-Bailey, purfuant to their 
fentence.

13. Samuel Hoare, Efq. Chairman of 
the Committee for relieving and providing a 
fettlement for the Black poor, bad an inter­
view with Mr. Pitt, when he laid before 
him the proceedings of the Committee from 
their eftabliihment; at which the Minifter 
expreffed his fatisfaCtion. The two Chips, 
having as many of thofe people on board as 
could be collected, failed from Gravefend on 
Thurfday laft with a fair wind, for S:erra 
Leona, on the coaft of Africa, where they 
are to be landed, in order to form the intend­
ed new fettlement.

18. The feffions ended at the Old-Bailey, 
when 19 convicts received judgment of 
death, 36 were fentenced to be tranfported, 
three to be kept to hard labour at the houfe 
of correction, three to be imprifoned in 
Newgate, feveral to be whipped, and ten to 
be difcharged by proclamation.

Samuel Burt, convicted of forgery a few 
feffions fince, was put to the bar, and inform­
ed that his Majefty1, in his royal clemency, 
had been gracioufly pleafed to extend his 
mercy to him upon condition that lie fhould 
be tranfported during his natuial life. The 
prifoner bowed refpeClfully to the Court, and 
immediately addreffed the Recorder with his 
“ moft humble and unfeigned thanks, for 
the kindnefs and humanity of the Recorder, 
the Sheriffs, and other gentlemen who had 
interested themfelves in his favour, and who 
had fo effectually reprefented his unhappy 
cafe to the throne, that his Majefty, whofe 
humanity could only be equalled by his love 
of virtue, had extended his mercy ; but how­
ever flattering the profpeCt of preferving life 
might be to a man in a different fituation;

PREFERMENTS, Jan. 1787.

HIS Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales 
has appointed Henry Lyte, Efq. to be his 
Secretary and Keeper of his Privy Seal, and 

Seal for his Council; alfo Henry Lyte, Efq. 
Col. Gerard Lake, and Col. Samuel Hulfe, 
Receivera-General of ■ his Royal Highnels’s 
revenues, in the room of Col. Geoige Ho­
tham; and Col. Samuel Hntfeto be one of 
his Royal Highnefs’s Council.

M A R R I A G

HENRY Hutton, Efq. Barrifter at Law, 
to Mils Dell, only child of Jofepii 

Dell. Efq. ofLincohi.
The Rev. Mr. Chawner, of Churek- 

Broughtow, to Mil's Dncfbury, daughter of 

yet that he, now that he was funk and de­
graded in fociety, was totally infenfible of the 
bleffing. Life was no longer an object with 
him, as it was utterly impoffible that he could 
be joined in union with the perfon that was ’ 
dearer to him than life itfelf. Under fuch 
circumftances, although he was truly fenfi- 
ble of his Majefty’s goodnefs and clemency, 
yet he muft pofltively decline the terms 
offered to him; preferring death to the pro­
longation »f a life, which could not be other- 
wife than truly miferable.” The whole 
Court was aftonifhed at his addrefs; and after 
confutation, Mr. Recorder remanded the 
prifoner back to the gaol, to be brought up 
again the firft day of next feffion.

20. The trial of Mr. Bowes came on in the 
Commons. Lady Strathmore’s narrative 
was firft read in Court; by this it appeared 
that Mr, Bowes does notwiffi for a divorce. 
Her Ladyftiip ftated, that the fortune ffie 
brought him was about 2©,oool. a year. 
Among her grievances fire alledged his infi­
delities, and in particular his gallantries with 
her female domeftics, moft of whom he 
caufed in their turn to furniffi a dinner to the 
pariffi officers. He anfwered on oath, that 
he did not get more than 9000I. a year by 
his lady, and that he had debts of hers to pay 
to the amount of 30,000!. contraded through 
felly and extravagance ; as by the purchafe 
of stufffd animals, and other ufelefs 
and abfurd curiofities. Befides which, he 
avowed that a Mr. Gray had, the night be­
fore her marriage with him, anticipated the 
matrimonial myfteries.—Then was read a 
narrative, written by himfelf, giving an ac­
count of her previous amours, and medicines 
taken to ward off the interference of Lucina. 
The judge admitted two out of,the articles of 
the libel—but did not approve of the admif- 
fion of any evidence as to the conduit of ei­
ther party before the marriage.

Col. Glyn, appointed Equerry to the King 
in the room of Major Price.

Robert Strange, Efq. engraver, and George 
Chetwynd, Efq. one of the Clerks ot his Ma» 
jelly’s moil honourable Privy Council in 
ordinary, to the honour of Knighthood.

Robert Graham, Efq. to be a Commif- 
fioner of Excife in Scotland, in the room of 
Alexander Udney, Efq.

E S, Jan. 1787.
the late Mr. Duefbury, proprietor of the 
China faftorv in Derby.

The Rev. John Wire, minifter of the dif- 
fenting congregation at Chrill-church, to 
Mils Grace Worflev,.'nieee of the Rev. Mr, 
Worflcy. ofCbefhunt.
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Mr. Luttrell, attorney of Bridgewater, to 
Mifs Saunders, of Bril.tol, with ro.oool. for­
tune.

John Mills, Efq. of the Borough High- 
ftreet, to Mifs Hale, of the fame place.

Suckline Nelfon, Efq, of N.Waifham, Nor­
folk, to MifsSophia Smith, only daughter of 
-Iheodore Smith, Efq. of Bungay.

Mr. James Barton, merchant in Manchcf- 
ter, to Mifs Nowell, daughter of the late 
^•oger Nowell, of Derby, Efq; and Co- 
neirefs of the late Alexander Nowell, of 
-Read-Hall, Lancafhire.

Edward Lyfaght, Efq; of the Inner Tem­
ple, to Mils Salmon of the Strand.

Leonard Mao Nally, Efq; barrifter at 
law, to Mifs Janfon, only daughter of Wil- 
iiam Janfon, Efq; of Bedford-row.

Mr. Price, of Shug-lane, Piccadilly, to

MONTHLY OBITUARY, Jan. 1787.
Auguft a6.

AT St. Helena, Sir John Cummins, Knt.
Colonel in the Eall-lndia Company’s 

Service.
Dec. 5. At Strafburgh, Alexander Stew­

art, only fon of Col. Stewart.
14. At Rome, James Six, Efq. M. A. 

fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge.
16. The Hon. Frederick Maitland, Cap­

tain in the royal navy.
26. At Nantes in Lorrain, Capt. William 

Belford, formerly of the Grenadier Guards.
3°- At Stockport, John Arden, Elq. 

father of the Attorney-General.
At Edinburgh, Dr. William Grant, late a 

phyfician in London.
31. William Pocock, Efq., in Devonfhire- 

hrect, Bloomfbury,
Mrs. Jemima Whitaker, widow of the late 

Serjeant Whitaker.
Lately, at Medburner Leicefterftiire, the 

ffev. Dr. Watts.
In December, at Edinburgh, Mrs. Wilfon, 

late of Covent-Garden Theatre.
Jan. 2. Alexander Garratt, Efq. of Lamb’s- 

conduit-lheet.
Mrs. Mofs, Lady of Dr. Mofs, Bifhop of 

Bath and Wells. Site was filter of Sir Philip 
-lales and Dowager Lady Radnor.

At Hampton-Wick, Mr. Francis Hulbert, 
Thomas Fitter, Efq. of the Cuftom-houfc. 
At Horton, nearLeek, Stafford [hire, Mary 

-■rook, who in Auguft lalt arrived at the age 
of Up years. She lived finglc fifty years, 
was then married, lived a married life fifty 
years, and had been nineteen yearsand tome 
Months a widow.

At Leicefter, Richard Dyott, Efq.
3- The Rev. James Carter, Reftor of 

E-eifdall and Carlton, and Vicar of Sibfom, 
with Peafenhall in Suffolk.
, Mrs. Cooper, relit! of Dr. George Cooper, 
*ateof Holiwell, Oxford.

At. Newcafile, Dr. John Murdoch Logan.

55
Mil's Thornton, of the fame place ; their 
ages together amount to 140 years.

At Dawlifh, J. D, Foulks, Efq; Com­
mander of the Alia Eaft-Indiaman, to Mifs 
Fortefcue, daughter of Richard Englet For­
tefcue, Efq; of Dawlilh. '

The Reverend Mr. Phillips, Diffenting 
Miniftcr at Kighley, to Mifs Mary Randall 
of Leeds.

Captain Mullins, in the Imperial fervice, 
trading to the Eaft-Indies, to Mifs Jane 
Trevor, daughter of Dr. Trevor, of Offend.

Thomas Browne Evans, Efq; to Mifs 
Mary Hale, youngell daughter of Edward 
Hale, Efq; of Sall, in Norfolk.

At Rofs, Hereford, Dr. Lewis, to Mils 
Pritchard of that town.

Hugh Owen, Efq; of Nafh, member for 
Pembroke, to Mifs Owen, daughter of the 
late Lieutenant General Owen.

At Abergavenny, John Roberts, Efq. Juf­
tice of Peace for Monmouthfhire.

Mr. Paul Jackfon, merchant, of New- 
cattle.

4. Mr. Thomas Myles, partneY with Mefl, 
Blakifton, in the Strand.

Mrs. Morgan, wife of the Rev. Charles 
Morgan, Bilhop’s Prebendary, Hereford.

5. Mr. Barron, one of the Clerks of his 
Majefty’s kitchen.

At Tottenham-green, in the county of 
Wexford, Sir John Tottenham, Bart.

6. Mrs. Cock, relift of David Cock, Efq« 
of Bedford - row.

Lately, Dr. Smith, Dean of Chefler, the 
tranflator of Longinus, Thucydides, and Xe­
nophon.

7. The Hon. Thomas Compton Ferrars 
Townfhend, fecond fon of the Earl of Lei­
cefter.

Mr. Griffith,, fadler, Holborn.
8. Mrs. Pigou, wife of Frederic Pigou, 

Efq. of Wimpole-ftreet.
Mr. Clarke, one of the yeomen of the 

Guards.
At Bath, Lieut. Gen. Sir William Dra­

per, Knight of the Bath.
Thomas Pemberton, Efq. Marfham-ftreet.
At Wellingborough, North^mptonfhirc, 

Mr. Samuel Nottingham, late of the city of 
Briftol, a preacher more than forty years 
among the Quakers in England, Ireland and 
America.

o. In Jermyn-ftreet, St. James’s, Mr. 
Whitehurlt.

At Hendon, Charles Deane, Efq. of 
Whitehaven, late commander of the Earl of 
Sandwich Eaft-Indiaman.

10. Henry Peckham, Efq. one of his 
Majefty’s Counfel.

Mrs. Colleton, relift of Capt. Robert Col­
leton, of the firft regiment of foot, guards,.

At. Bath, Mrs. Jane Luther, fifter of the 
late John Luther, Efq. of Myles in Effex.
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ii. Mils Caroline Ofborn, daughter of 
Dr. Ofborn.

12. At Dublin, the Right Hon. Chrifto- 
pher Robinfon, one of the Judges of the 
Court of King’s-Bench in Ireland.

13. Lately, William Butterfield, Efq. 
fenior Alderman of Lancaller, and treafurer 
of the county.

14, At Dublin, Simon Luttrell, Earl of 
Carhampton, father to the Duchefs of Cum­
berland. He married Judith Maria, daugh­
ter of Sir Nicholas Lawes, late governor of 
Jamaica^

Edward Willes, Efq. one of the Judges 
of the King’s-Bench.

In Hanover-fquare, the Lady of William 
Jones, Efq. daughter of Sir William Mor­
gan, of Tredegar, K. B. and grand-daughter of 
the Iccond Duke of Devonfhire.

15. The Right Hon. Lady Petre.
Mr. Bcrkenhead, goldfmith and jeweller, 

Gutter-lane, Cheapfide.
16. The Rev. Mr. Maty, of the Britifh 

Mufeum. He was fon of Dr. Maty, and had 
formerly a living in the church, which he 
religne'd in confcquence of fome fcruples re­
lative to fubfeription to the 39 articles. Until 
within a lew months part he was the pub- 
iilher of a Literary Review.

Mr. Daniel Gunfton, Clerk, to the fitting 
Aiderman, and vellry-«lerk of the parilh of 
St. Martin Ludgate.

At Newcaftle, Sir Henry Elwes, Bart.
17. George Bifhop, Efq. of Sydenham, 

aged 45 years.
Mrs. Rennet, wife of Charles Rennet, Efq. 

®f the Temple.
At St. Martin Stamford Baron, the Rev. 

Mr. Cantrell, aged 70, redtorof Nor manton, 
in the county of Rutland, and of St. Mi- 
•hacl, Stamford.

18. In Grofvenor-fquare, the Right Rev. 
Dr. John Egerton, Bifhop of Durham, Cuf- 
tos Rotulorum, &c. He was the eldell fon 
of Dr. Henry Egerton, Bifhop of Hereford, 
fifth fon of John Earl of Bridgewater. He 
was appointed Dean of Hereford 1750, Bi­
fhop of Bangor 1756, Bifhop of Litchfield 
and Coventry 1768, and Bifhop of Durham 
1771. HisLordfhip married firll Lady Anne 
Sophia De Grey, daughter and co-heirefs of 
William Duke of Kent; and fe«ond, a filler 
of Sir Edward Boughton, of Lawford, in 
the county of Warwick.

William Coffin, Efq, in Southwark, aged 
76.

Mrs. Ingoldlby, aged 8g, relict of Gen. In- 
goldfby.

At York, aged 76, Jofeph Harrifon, Efq. 
formerly a merchant at Newport, Rhodc- 
Ifland. In 1766 he was private Secretary to 
the late Marquis of Rockingham then prime 
Minifter, and by hisLordfhip appointed col­
lector of his Majefty’s Cuftoms at Bofton in 
North America, which place he refigned In 
1773 to his fon, the prefent colleftor.

20. In Bury-ftrect, St. James’s, Walter 
Chetwynd, Efq. He Ihot himfelf through 
the head.

21. Mr. John Jacob, of Caftle-ftreet, in 
St. Martin in the Fields, aged 78.

At Rumford, in Effex, Mr. John Du- 
thoit, formerly a weaver in Spitalfields.

Samuel Rufh, Efq. of ChiIlehurit in Kent. 
Guftavus Brander, Elq. F. R. and A. S. 
At Clapton, Mr. Sunderwind.
22. Robert Palmer, Efq. Great Rufleil- 

flreet, Bloomfbury.
Mrs. Purling, of Wimpole-ftreet.
23. Redmond Simplon, Efq. formerly 

an eminent performer on the hautboy.
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BENJAMIN HOLDEN, of Saddle­
worth, Yorkfhire, cotton-manufaflurcr. 

Thomas Poulton, of Ifleworth, carpenter. 
Richard Kitton, of Spital-fquare, weaver. 
John Fowler, of Ipfwich, coal merchant. 
William Rivers, of Allcannings, wine­
dealer. John Watts, of Buckmgham-court, 
Spring-gardens, Middlefex, broker, Julia­
na Chartres, of Wooley, Wilts, baker. 
Francis Oxley, of Rotherham, Yorklhire, 
fellmonger. William Tracey, of Portf- 
mouth Common, Southampton, pawn­
broker. William Mathifjn, of Hatton­
garden, Middlefex, merchant. Benjamin 
Wild'mith, of High-Holborn, Middlefex, 
upholllerer. William Speed, ol Lambeth, 
Surrey, coal-merchant. Roger Mofer, of 
Bafinghall-ftreet, London, warehoufeman. 
Walter Bradley, of Stourbridge, Worceller- 
Ihite, hop-merchant. Edward Pardoe, of 

Hanbury, Worcefterfhire, maltfler. John 
Burrowsand William Bowles, Grays-Inn- 
road, Brokers. Daniel Wealc, Caftle-ftreet, 
Holborn, upholder. James Hay, ofCharles- 
Ibec1, Covent-garden, taylor. Samuel 
Green, of Bath, Somerfetlhire, butcher, 
John Mears, of St. George the Marty/, 
Southwark, upholder. Colburn Barrell, of 
James-ftreet, Bedford-row, merchant. Tho­
mas Marlhall, of Loudon, banker. Wil­
liam Hunter, of St. John-fireet, furrier. 
Charles Brown, of Great Hcrmitage-flreet, 
carpenter. Thomas Farrow, jun. of Aid­
gate High-fire et, fhoemaker. Jofeph Cla­
ridge, late of Oxlord-ltreet, cheefemonger. 
William Gray, of Sheffield, blackfmith. 
George Gurney and John Burgifs, both of 
High-ftreet, Lambeth, potters. John Pegg, 
of the Strand, grocer.


