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ANSWERS to CORRESPONDENTS.

Our Carrefpondent Nicodemus, from Hackney, has our thanks for the notices he hasfcnt us. 
A variety of circumjlances which cannot be detailed have occafioned the errors he reminds us of. 
JVe hope that effectual care has been taken to prevent the like for the future.

D’i Eerfes, beginning ‘ioith two lines from Eugene Aram s Poem, and entitled, The Con­
demned Criminal’s Soliloquy, we apprehend, have been printed already. If our Carrefpondent 
willfatisfy us that they have not already appeared, they Jhall be injected.

Juvenis’s poetical ejjujions are too juvenile for publication.
The fad Jo Jlrongly recommended by Drury, has been already ferved up to the Public.
Cato’s hint Jhall be attended to.
The pieces pointed out to us by Benevolus have great merit. I'Ve will endeavour to begin tfy 

Series in our next.
The pieces figned F. G.—Amorata—J. N.—R.S.—Z. Z.—Negative—A Suffolk Farmer— 

end Invdntus—are received, and under conjidcration.
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An Account of the LIFE of GEORGE-FREDERICK HANDEL: with a 
Description of the intended Celebrity at Westminster-Abbey and the 
Pantheon in Commemoration of his Memory.

Accompanied with an elegant engraved Likeness.

THE Englifh nation have feldom been 
wanting in gratitude to thofe who have 

contributed either to the glory or to the en­
tertainment of the country. In no part of the 
world have there arifen monuments to eter­
nize the memory of ftatefmen, legiilators, 
warriors, or benefactors to fociety, at the 
public expence, more than in England. In 
no quarter of the globe have thofe who have 
contributed to the amufements of life, been 
more amply rewarded, or more refpedtfully 
noticed. The Jubilee in commemoration of 
Shakfpeare a few years fince, though ridicul­
ed by the wits of the time, was not unwor­
thy of a nation’s gratitude; and the like mark 
of refpedt now in contemplation, under the 
fandtion of Royalty, to do honour to the 
Shakfpeare of mufick, George-Frederick 
Handel, will afford another proof that dif- 
tinguiftied merit will not be buried in obli­
vion, and, it may be prefumed, will excite a 
fpirit of emulation in others to deferve, and to 
obtain the like marks of refpedt and reverence.

Curiofity naturally enquires after thofe per- 
fons who have rendered themfelves objefts of 
public attention. To gratify that curiofity 
which the prefent Jubilee will excite, we 
fhall lay before our readers the following 
outline of Mr. Handel’s life.

George-Frederick Handel was born at 
Halle, a city in the circle of Upper Saxony, 
on Febrjjray 24, 1684,^' His father was a 
phyfician and furgeon at that place, and was 
more than fixty years old when this his fan 
was born; he had alfo one daughter by the 
fame wife, and a fon by a former marriage, 

■ wto was a domeffic to the Duke pf Sase-

k 'F ' / Bd? .

Weifenfels, and refided at his court.
The deftination of Mr. Handel by his fa­

ther was to the law, but a fuperior pro- 
penfity to mufick rendered every effort of 
his father to attach him to legal purfuits in­
effectual. He is faid, when forbid to touch 
mufical inftruments, to have found means to 
get a little clavichord conveyed into a room 
at the top of his father's houfe, to which he 
conftantly reforted as foon as the family 
retired to reft, and, aftonifhing as it will 
feem, without any rules to diretft his finger, 
or any other inftrudtor than his own ear, he 
found means to produce from the inftrurnent 
both melody and harmony.

At the age of feven years, by nprfeverance 
and refolution, he may be faid to have com­
pelled his father to take him on a vifit to his 
brother at the court of Saxe - Weifenfels, 
where he was allowed to indulge his fondnefs 
for mufick without interruption. By the re­
commendation of the Duke, his inclination 
was no longer oppofed; and on his return to 
Halle, he was placed under the care of Fre­
derick-William Zachau, organift of the great 
church in that city. At the age of nine years 
he compofed motets for the fervice of the 
church, and continued to make one almoft 
every week for three years. By the time 
he had arrived at the age of thirteen years, 
he determined to vifit Berlin, where he ar­
rived in 1698. He continued there a fhort 
time, and then returned home; foon after 
which he loft his father. His attachment to 
his native place being much leffened by this 
event, he determined on- another place of re- 
fidence. He therefore went to Hamburgh, 

a and
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and performed at the opera there with great 
reputation. It was here at the age of four­
teen years he compofed his firft opera, called 
Almeria, which was performed thirty nights 
without intermiffion.

At Hamburgh he remained three years, 
and during that time compofed two other 
operas, namely, Florinda and Nerone. He 
then refolved to vifit Italy, and accordingly 
accepted an invitation he had received from 
the Grand Duke of Tu'fcany to go to Flo­
rence. After a year’s ftay there, he went to 
Venice, and from thence to Rome, at each 
of which places he compofed fome operas. 
From Rome he went to Naples, and then re­

turned to Germany. He foon fixed on Ha­
nover for his refidence, and received parti­
cular marks of diftindtion from the Princefs 
Sophia and her fon the Elector, afterwards 
King George I.

In the year 1710, by permiffion of his pa­
trons at Hanover, he came to England and 
engaged with Mr. Aaron Hill, who had the 
management at that, time of the Theatre in 
the Haymarket, where the opera of Rinaldo 
was performed, a work compofed in a fort­
night. It was reprefented with great fuccefs, 
and the perfon who printed the mufick is 
laid to have got 1500I. by it.

Though much folicited to ftay in England, 
he this time refilled the temptation, and re­
turned to Hanover, where he remained two 
years. He then obtained leave to revifit 
England, upon condition of his returning with­
in a reafonable time. He arrived in London 
about the latter end of the year 1712, at 
which time the negociations for the treaty of 
Vtrecht were in great forwardnefs. On the 
reftoraticn of peace, he compofed a Te Deum 
and Jubilate,'which were performed at St. 
Paul’s Cathedral, her majefty herfelf attending 
the fervice.

The queen died in 1714, and the Elefior 
of Hanover came to the crown. Handel had 
given offence to his new fovereign both by 
his remaining in England, and by exerting 
his talents in celebrating a peace which was 
confidered as a difgraceful one by the court of 
Hanover. To reftore him to the king’s fa­
vour, Baron Kilmanfegge contrived a party 
on the Thames, at which Handel produced 
his celebrated water mufick. Enquiry being 
made concerning the compofer, he was foon 
afterwards introduced to the king, and re- 
■ftored td'his former fituation.

' Being now determined to make England 
his refidehce, he accepted an invitation to re- 
fide firft with Mr. Andrews, of Barn Elms, ■ 
in Surry, and afterwards with Lord Burling­
ton. With this nobleman he continued three 
years: he then received a preffing invitation 
from the Duke of Chandos to undertake the

direction of the chapel at his luperb manfion, 
Cannons. He went there in the year 1718, 
and refided with his Grace until the inftitu-- 
tion of the Mufical Academy for the per­
formance of operas at the Hay-market, un­
der the patronage of the King and moft of 
the principal nobility. Of this exhibition Mr. 
Handel was appointed director; and in that 
Ration he remained until 1726, when dis­
putes arifing between him and his employers, 
the academy was broke up, and a new fub- 
fcription entered into with a new manager.

On this event, Mr. Handel engaged with 
Heidegger, in oppofition to his former friends, 
and they continued together for three years. 
At the end of that term, he undertook to 
perform operas on his own account, and this 
fcheme he perfifted in, until he had expended 
alrhoft the whole property he had acquired ; 
his health too fuffered in an equal degree.—- 
To get rid of that dejection of mind which 
his repeated difappointmepts had brought on 
him, he was advifed to ufe the waters at 
Tunbridge, and a regimen calculated to affift 
their operation : his diforder was, however, 
too deeply rooted ; his mental powers were 
even affected; and, to complete h.is diftrefs, 
the palfy fbized his right arm, and he was 
rendered incapable of ufing it in any man-, 
her.

Medicines being found ineffectual, he was 
prevailed upon to try the baths of Aix-la- 
Chapelle, which foon reftored him to his 
former health. On his return to London, 
he again tried his fortune with fome' new' 
operas; but not being fatisfied with their re­
ception, he ftruck out a new mode of enter­
tainments. Thefe were oratorios, which 
were for fome time favourably received ; but 
on a fufpicion that the public were growing 
indifferent towards them, he determined to 
try the temper of the people of Ireland. Ac­
cordingly, he went to Dublin in the year" 
i 741, and gave a performance of the Meffiah, 
for the benefit of the prifoners in that city. 
He returned to London in the year 1742,' 
and performed Sampfon, which was received" 
with fuch applaufe, as feemed to infure him 
fuccefs in his future attempts of that kind.

From this period may be dated that almoft 
uninterrupted flow of fuccefs which attended 
him in his oratorios, during the reft of his 
life. In gratitude for the favoui' fhewn him 
by the public, and actuated by motives of be­
nevolence, he performed the Meffiah for the 
benefit of an inftitution which then flood in 
need of every affiftance, the Foundling Hof- 
pital; and this he continued to do for feveral 
years. At the theatre his Meffiah was fre-' 
quently performed to fuch audiences as he 
could no otherwife accommodate than by 
eroding feats on the ftage to fuch a number
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as fcarcefyleft room for the performers. In 
this profperous ftate did his affairs go on, till 
he was airlifted with the misfortune of blind- 
nefs, which, great as it was, did not totally 
incapacitate him from ftudy, or the power of 
entertaining the public.

In the beginning of the year 1751, he was 
alarmed by a diforder in his eyes, which, 
upon confuting with the furgeons, he was 
told was an incipient gutta ferena. From the 
moment this opinion pf his cafe was commu­
nicated to him, his fpirits forfook . him ; and 
that fortitude which had fupported him under 
afflictions of another kind, defected him in 
this; fcarcely leaving him patience to wait for 
that crifis in his diforder, in which he might 
hope for relief. He fubmitted, however, to 
fome operations, but without any beneficial 
effedt.

Towards the beginning of the year 1758, 
he began,to find himfelf decline apace ; and 
that general debility which was corning on 
him was rendered ftill more alarming by 3 
total lot's of appetite. When that fyjnptojn 
appeared, he confidered his recovery as hope- 
jefs; and, refigning himfelf to his fate, ex­
pired on the 14th day of April, 1759. He 
was buried in Weftminfter Abbey, the Dean, 
Dr. Pearce, Bifhop of Rochefter, afflfted by 
the choir, performing the funeral fo’.emnity. 
Over, the place of his interment is a monu­
ment, deiigned and executed by Roubiliac, 
reprefenting him at full,length'in an ereCt 
pollute, with a mufic paper in his hand, in- 
fcribed, “ I know that my Redeemer liveth;” 
with the notes to which thofe. words are fet 
in his Mefflah, He died worth about twenty 
thoufand pounds, almoft the whole whereof 
he bequeathed to his relations abroad.

As the Commemoration of Handel 
wifi give rife to one of the moft fplendkl ex­
hibitions which has been feen .in this king- 
(lym, we think it our duty to communicate 
to our readers the particular circumftances 
which firfi led to its being adopted.

In a converfation which took place in the 
beginning of the year 1783, between Earl 
Fitzwilliam, Sir Watkin Williams Wynne, 
and joah Bates, Efq. one of the Commif- 
fioners of the Victualling-Office, at the latter’s 
hou'fe, it was lamented, that, as London con­
tained' a greater number of eminent per­
formers on different inftruments of mufic, 
than any other city in Europe, there was not 
fome public periodical occafion which would 
bring them all together; by which means -a 
performance might be exhibited on fuch a 
fcale of magnificence, as could not be equalled 
in any part of the world. The death of 
Handel naturally prefented itfelf to three fuch 
enthufiaftic admirers of ffiat great mailer, 
and it immediately occurred that the next 

(i. e. the prefent) year would be a proper 
time for the introduction of fuch a cuftom ; 
as it formed exaftly a fourth of a century 
fmee his death, and a complete century fines 
his birth.
’ The plan was foon afterwards communir 
cated to the Managers of the Mufical Fund, 
who approved it, and promifed their affift- 
ance. It was next fubmitted to the Directors 
of the Concert of Ancient Mufic, viz. Earl 6f 
Exeter, Earl of Sandv. ich, Vifcount Dudley 
and Ward, Vifcount Fitzwilliam, Lord Paget, 
Right Hon. H. Morice, Sir Watkin Williams 
Wynne, Bart. Sir Rich. Jebb, Bart, who, 
with a readinefs that does honour to their 
feelings of humanity as well as of mufic, vo­
luntarily undertook the trouble of riianaging 
and directing the celebrity. The defign at 
laft coming to the knowledge of the King, it 
received the fanftion of his patronage. Weft- 
minfter Abbey was fixed upon as the pro- 
pereft place for the performance, as Handel 
was buried there ; and application was made 
to the Bifhop of Rochefter for the life of it, 
who readily confented, as the fcheme was 
honoured, with the King’s patronage; and 
who only requefted, that as the performance 
would interfere, with the annual day of the 
Weftminfter Infirmary, a part of the profits 
might be applied to that charity. This was 
agreed to; and it was afterwards fettled that 
the profits of the firft day’s performance 
ihould be equally divided between the Mu­
fical Fund and the Weftminfter Infirmary. 
The profits of the other days are intended to 
be applied folely to the Mufical Fund.

Mr. Wyatt (of whole abilities as art 
architect our readers, we prefume, cannot 
be ignorant) has been fince employed to plan 
the fcaffolding to be erefted in the Abbey, 
a drawing of which has been ihewn to the 
King and approved.

The prefent organ will be taken down, 
and a grand gallery erefted in the room, from 
a defign of the abovementioned gentleman, 
for the reception of their Majefties, and all the 
younger branches of the Royal Family, of an 
age capable of relilhing the performance, to­
gether with the Royal attendants. This, gal­
lery will be hung with crimfon velvet fringed 
with gold. Over the weftern door of the 
Abbey, will be erefted a large new organ, 
built by Mr. Green for Canterbury cathedral, 
but which is to be fixed up in the Abbey on 
this occafion. Mr. Bates, we are informed, 
means to play the organ. The bafe of the 
orcheftra, which will contain a band of about 
five hundred vocal and inftrumental per­
formers, is to be feven feet from the ground. 
In fho’rt, the whole will form a coup d'oeil, 
equally novel, magnificent, and fplendid.

The arrangement of the performance of 
each, 
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each day is fettled as follows ; and it mutt not 
be omitted to mention, that it is faid to have 
been at his Majefty’s fuggeftion the perfor­
mance was extended to three days inftead of 
two, which he thought would comprefs it 
too much.

It was originally intended to have celebrated 
this grand harmonic fete on the 2 ift, 2 ad, and 
2 3d of April; and the 21 ft being the day of the 
Funeral of Handel, the mufic was in fame mea­
sure felecied fo as to apply to that incident. 
In confequence of the fudden diffolution of 
parliament, however, it has been thought 
proper to defer the fcftival to the fame 
period, as nearly as poffible, in the fucceeding 
month (May), and when, we are informed, 
the performances will be exhibited in the 
following order:

FIRST DAY.
In Mffbninjkr Jrfbbey.

Part I.
Coronation Anthem, to introduce the King. 
Overture of Either.
Dettingen Te Deum.

Part II.
Overture and Dead March in Saul.
Verfes feledled from Handel's Funeral An­

them on the death of Queen Caroline, with 
a few flight alterations in the words, to adapt 
them to the occafion.

The Anthem of “ 0 fing unto the Lord 
The whole to dole with the laft Chorus of 

Ifrael in Egypt.”
SECOND DAY.

The performance of this day will be held at 
the Pan th eon. This afiembly will differ in 
many effentials from the preceding one. 
The mufic will be fprightly, to contrail it 
with the folemn ftile of the Abbey felection, 
and will confift of a mifcellaneous collection 
from his Operas, Oratorios, and otherworks.

The brilliancy of the place, and the time of 
the performance, which is to be evening, will 

contribute to heighten the effedl. Several im­
provements will be made in the Pantheon, to 
give every poffible dignity to a building of un­
rivalled elegance and beauty. Here, as in the 
Abbey, a gallery, afteradefignofMr. Wyatt 
(who originally planned this elegant edifice) wift 
be eredtedfor their Majefties, their family, and 
fuite. Thofe who have feen the Drawing 
fpeak of it in terms of the higheft commen­
dation. The hangings, drapery, arid furni­
ture, will be in the firft ftile. Several addi­
tional luftres, girandoles, &c. will be fixed 
up, and ranges of lights in a new tafte be 
placed round the dome, and in other parts of 
the building.

T HIRD DA Y.
This day will clofe the feftival. The 

Jubilee will on that day be refumed in the 
Abbey, and conclude with the Meffiah, which 
is feledted as alluding to the Refurredtion. The 
number of voices and inftruments which are 
to unite in the performance of this Oratorio 
will produce an effetft, that thofe beft verfed 
in the power of founds can have but a very 
imperfedt idea of; and even fuch as are au­
ditors will never -have language to exprefs 
the fenfations they muft feel, if they have 
mufic in their fouls !

Pacchierotti, Bartolini,and all the moft 
eminent vocal performers, (a lift of whofe 
names we hope to give in our next) have 
promifed their affiftance, gratis.

The number of performers who have already 
offered, are as follow

Violins, 96
Tenors, 30
Violoncellos, 30
Double Bailes, 20
Oboes, - 30

Balloons, 2 8
Trumpets, 14
French-horns, 12
Trombones, 3
Kettle-drums, 5

26S
Vocal Performers, 225
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The POLITICAL STATE of the NATION, and of EUROPE, in March 1784. 
No. I.

THE commencement of this month was 
rendered remarkable by putting a pe­

riod to a very extraordinary difpute between 
the Crown and the Commons, which had 
agitated the whole nation for feme months, 
and threatened to convulfe the ftate danger- 
oufly, by the acrimony and obftinacy where­
with it was carried on ; on one fide accompa­
nied with a ftagnation of all public bufmefs, 
and even withholding, for a time, the fup- 
plies neceffary for the fupport of Government 
and the preferVation of public credit. This 
difpute ended as it ought to do, greatly to the 
disadvantage of the party with whom it ori­

ginated ; the Commons affumed, or attempt­
ed to affume, a power which the Conftitu- 
tion has not vefted in them, but in another 
branch of the legiflature, namely, the ap­
pointment, or atleaft negativing any appoint­
ment, of executive Minifters of State, by any 
power whatfoever, without their previous 
concurrence and approbation, that is, with­
out their confidence lignified or expreffed 
in the minifter fo appointed j a meafure big 
with anarchy, confufion and ruin, and fub- 
verfive of our happy Conftitution. The great 
body of the people faw the impropriety of 
the attempt, feared the confsquences, if it had 

fuwededa 
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Succeeded, and fpontaneoufly united them­
felves, like one man, to fupport the Sove­
reign in the due exercife of his undoubted 
prerogative, and comfort his new minifters 
in the difcharge of their duty to their king 
and country, promifing them, in their nume­
rous addrelfes, all neceffary legal fupport. 
Never was fuch a ftruggle known in England 
before 1 The king, and lords, and the people, 
almoft univerfally againft a party of the re- 
prefentatives of the people, amounting to a 
fmall majority of members affembled, but 
far fhort of one half of the whole body of 
reprefentatives! and this majority led on, 
nay, precipitated into ralh unguarded refolu- 
tions and addrelfes by two men the moft ob­
noxious to the people in general of any men 
in England. What a hopelefs enterprise did 
they hurry them upon !—the event has proved 
it.—The prerogative is firmly eftablifhed up­
on the broad bafis, the affections of the 
people; the daring leaders of the party are 
ftruck dumb; and the humble followers find 
themfelves buried alive in the grave of fac­
tion of their own digging, without a hone or 
expectation of a joyful refurreCtion. May 
fuch ever be the fate of men, who, availing 
themfelves of the dignity of reprefentation of 
the people for their univerfal good, defect the 
important duty, for the purpofe of erecting 
themfelves into a. factious oligarchy, to rule 
king and people according to their own 
.ambitious and felfifh views, or the dictates 
of prefumptuous unprincipled demagogues: 
diffolution or political death has already over­
taken them, and damnation will follow many 
pf them into the country among their confti- 
tuents.

The public has been entertained with 
pompous accounts from America, of the for­
mal leave taken by General Wafhington of 
Congrefs, of his general officers as well as 
Others fubordinate, and the .whole American 
army, upon his retiring from all public em­
ployment into the ftation of a private gentle­
man an example worthy of th# attention 
and, indeed, imitation of our quondam mini­
fters, ftatefmen, and commanders, naval and 
military. If the man, who, under all the 
difadvantages recited by him, conquered 
this country by emancipating his own country 
from the jurifdidlion of Great Britain, volun­
tarily retires from, conqueft and from glory, 
from fupreme command and power of dicta­
tion, to a folitary, rural, and humble ftation, 
unpaid, unplaced, and unpenfioned ; what 
can be faid of thofe, by whofe imprudence, 
imbecility, and inaction, during the courfe of 
a long, inglorious civil war, he triumphed 
over their country ? of thofe men who un- 
abaffied and unblufhing for their numerous 
jnifcarriages, difgraces and defeats, dare

to brazen it in the cabinet and in the fenate—• 
claiming, with effrontery, the moft honour­
able and lucrative offices of government 
for themfelves as their birth-right, and the 
difpofal of all other fubordinate places, 
penfions, and honours, to their own families, 
friends, and connections, honourable or dif- 
honourable ?—of men who, under fuch cir- 
cumftances, dare to bid defiance to govern­
ment, attempt to overturn the conftitution, 
and fink the nation to perdition, unlefs the 
reins are wholly entrufted again into their 
hands, and Majefty ftoops down to be dictat­
ed to upon his throne, by them and their 
faction r---- —The people of Great Britain
will foon anfwer this queftion.

Although the General retires feemingly 
contented with the confcioufnefs of having 
ferved his country without fee or reward, 
his countrymen feem little difpofed to follow 
his example refpecting public affairs. Un- 
fatisfied with that independency they have 
been fo long fighting for under his banner, 
they ftill want to quarrel with Great Britain 
for privileges they have no right to demand 
or expedt.—Though aliens, or, which is the 
fame thing, independents by their own crea­
tion, they ftill claim and require the rights, 
privileges, and immunities of liege fubjedts 
of Great Britain, in default of which they 
form hoftile refolutions againft her, tending 
to brew up another war : fo little has the 
treaty granting them independency, done 
towards eftablifhing a permanent folid peace,

Our Weft India iilands ceded to us by the 
peace are now faid to be reftored to us; but 
thefe, with thofe remaining in our potfeffion 
thro’ the war, appear to be in an unfettled 
condition, through the differences with the 
Americans above ftated.—Thofe who bawl­
ed fo loud for American independency, 
little undcrftood what they clamoured for s 
the work of feparation will be found mor© 
and more difficult, as the refpeftive govern­
ing powers advance towards a commercial 
connexion between the two (now) dif- 
joined States.

Our affairs in the Eaft-Indies grow mor© 
dark and perplexed than before, through the 
ftrife, contentions, plots, and counterplots of 
our own countrymen ftationed there to keep 
order and good government in that part of 
the world.

Ireland has gone great lengths towards a 
feparation from Great Britain ; and it is dif­
ficult to forefee to what further lengths the; 
people of that country will go.—Volunteering 
is in full vigour ftill; and who. can flop them, 
now they have thrown off all fubjedtion to 
the Britilh Legiflature !—Their own Parlia­
ment will, perhaps, 'find itfelf too weak to 
refift their rapid movements towards a ge­

neral 



168 THE EUROPEAN MAGAZINE.

neral reform, or what they will pleafe to 
call by that name.

The general ftate of Europe is pretty 
calm at prefent.—The King of Pruffia fuf- 
pends the operation of his arms to give way 
to the progrefs of negotiation, which will 
probably terminate in peace between him 
and the Dantzickers.
• The Republics of Holland and Venice are 
in an ill humour with one another; but they 

, lie at too great a diftance to come to blows 
haftily, and have many intermediate Rates 
lying between them ; powerful ones too, 
who will probably interpofe efficacioufly 
enough to prevent any rupture for the pre­
fent ; unlefs the countenance given the Vene­
tians by the Emprefs of Ruffia may fpirit 
them up to be more tenacious and refolute 
than they would otherwife be.

Spain keeps menacing the Dey of Algiers, 
who on his part feems to hold their threats in 
great contempt: indeed he well may, con- 
fidering how much.noife they make about a 
little work.

Some bufy politicians have fet the Emperor 
of Morocco upon the back of the French, 
but with very little probability, and with lei's 
authority.—The French know better how to co­
zen thefe robuft fovereigns, or to correct them 

For the EUROPEAN
HE annexed Plate exhibits a View of 
the New Public Offices at Somerfet- 

Houfe, fronting the Thames; a ftrudlure
which does honour to the architedi who de- 
figned it, and the country in which it is railed. 
It has long been afubjedt of regret, that one 
of the moft noble rivers in the world re­
mained undecorated with fuch buildings as 
would adorn it, and that the views from 
atnany parts were difgracedby erections which 
wbuld difcredit the moft defpicable fifhing- 
town. To the honour of the prefent times, 
this cehfure is likely to be done away. The 
magnificent piles which have lately rifen at

ANECDOTE of the ITALI

MANY years ago, when Metaftafio’s cir- 
cumftances were far from affluent, and 

he was only known at Vienna as an affiftant 
writer for the opera, under Apoftolo Zeno ; 
a perfon with whom he had contracted a 
great intimacy and friendfhip, dying, left him 
his whole fortune, amounting to fifteen thou- 
fitnd pounds fterling. But Metaftafio hearing 
that he had relations at Bologna, went thither 

when fair means fail, than thefe people think.
Upon the whole, the true ftate of Europe 

will be but little known, until the Emperor 
of Germany comes to develope his fyftem, 
which he is meditating and maturing fecretiy 
in his own mind, when the demife of the 
King of Pruffia or other incapacity of that 
prince fhall prevent his counterworking him 
in the completion of his mighty plans.— 
Thus, by the over-ruling hand of Divine Pro­
vidence the man who, in the prime of life-, 
fet Europe in a flame of war, is made the 
inftrument of preferring the fame quarter of 
the globe in peace and tranquility in his 
feeble old age. Whenever the King of 
Pruffia drops, the Emperor will have a fa­
mily account to balance with his reprefen- 
tatives, which may coft Europe dear in the 
end. To this fcheme his affinity to the 
Grand Monarch may contribute not a little, 
through the inftrumentality of his political 
and enterprizing fifter; lively emblem of 
the warlike mother, in whofe caufe Great 
Britain has fhed much precious blood, and 
fpent immenfe treafure, without the leaft 
recompense or return of favour of any kind 
whatfoever 1 Gratitude is not one of the 
tender feelings of European princes; thofe 
of Britain only excepted.

MAGAZINE.
Somerfet Houfe and the Adelphi, with the im­
provements made atthe Temple and other parts 
of the River, the three noble bridges thrown 
acrofs, and the further alterations which may 
be expected, will give an air of grandeur and 
magnificence well becoming the chief trading, 
city of the world.

Thefe are Imperial works, and worthy King"« 
Pope.

We hope to be able in,a future Magazine 
to give an account of the feveral Offices to 
be removed to the prefent building, and other 
ufeful particulars relating to it.

N POET METASTAS IO*

* From Dr. Burney’s Prefent State of Mufic in Germany, kc.

in fear ch of them; and having found fuch as 
he thought belt intitled to thefe pofleffions, 
told them, that though his deceafed friend had 
bequeathed to him his whole fortune, he 
could fuppofe it to be no otherwife than in 
truft, till he fht.uld find out the moft deferr­
ing of his kindred, in order to divide it equally 
among them ; which he immediately did, with­
out the leaft referve in his own favour.



FOR MARCH, 1784. 169

To the PHILOLOGICAL SOCIETY of LONDON.
Gentlemen,

Tb.e following Letters from the late Dr. Smollett, which I fend you in his own hand-writing, 
will, I am perfuaded, be an agreeable entertainment to many of your Readers. They 
were written to Daniel Mackercher, Efq. a gentleman whofe name is familiar to ths 
Publick, as well from the account of bis Life inferted in The Adventures of Peregrine 
Pickle, as from the part he took in the celebrated Angletea Caufe. They will do credit 
to the writer, and I think can give no offence to any perfon now living.

I am a well-wilher to your work,
G. H.

Dear Sir,

IS H ALL take it as a particular favour if 
yon will perufe the inclofed rough draught 
of a letter which I intend to fend to Mr. 

Hume Campbell, provided you think it 
Contains nothing actionable. I hope you will 
excufe this trouble, and believe me to be with 
equal fincerity and attachment,

Dear Sir,
Your very humble Servant, 

T. SMOLLETT.
Chelfea, Friday, 
Feb. 23d, 1753.

/ -
S I R,

IH A V E waited feveral days in hope of 
recei ving from you an acknowledgement 
touching thofe harlh, unjuftifiable (and let me 

add), unmannerly expreffions which you an­
nexed to my name, in the Court of King’s- 
Bench, when you opened the caufe depend­
ing between me and Peter Gordon ;, and as I 
do not find that you have difcovered the leaft 
inclination to retradi what you faid to,my 
prejudice, 1 have taken this method to refrefh 
your memory, and to demand fuch fatisfac- 
tion as a gentleman injured as I am has a 
right to claim.

The bufinefs of a Counfellor is, I appre­
hend, to inveftigate the truth in behalf of his 
Client ; but furely he has no privilege to 
blacken and afperfe the character of the other 
party, without any regard to veracity or de­
corum. That you affumed this unwarrantable 
privilege in commenting upon your brief, I 
believe you will not pretend to deny, when I 
remind you of thofe peculiar flowers of elo­
cution ' which you poured forth on that no­
table occafion.—Firlt of all, in order to in- 
Ipire the Court with horror and contempt for 
the Defendant, you gave the Jury to under- 
ftand that you did not know this Dr. Smollett; 
and, indeed, his character appeared in fuch a 
light from the facts contained in your brief, 
that you never fhould defire to know him.—• 
I fhould be glad to learn of what confequence 
it could be to the caufe, whether you did or 
did not know the Defendant, or whether you 
had or had not an inclination to be acquainted 
with him ?—Sir, this was a pitiful perfonality 
calculated to depreciate the character of a
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gentleman to whom you was a ftranger, 
merely to gratify the rancour and malice of 
an abandoned fellow who had feed you to 
fpeak in his caufe.—Did I ever feek your 
acquaintance, or court your prcteflion ? I had 
been informed, indeed, that you was a Law­
yer of fome reputation, and, when the fuit 
commenced, would have retained you for that 
reafon, had not I been anticipated by ths 
Plaintiff; but, far from coveting your ac­
quaintance, I never dreamed of exchanging 
a word with you on that or any other fubject: 
you might therefore have fpared your invi­
dious declaration, until I had put it in your 
power to mortify me with a repulfe, which, 
upon my honour, would never have been ths 
cafe, were you a much greater man than you 
really are.—Yet this was not the only expe­
dient you ufed to prepoffefs the Jury againft. 
me.—You was hardy enough to reprefent ms 
as a perfon devoid of all humanity and re- 
morfe; as a barbarous ruffian, who in a 
cowardly manner had, with two affociates as 
barbarous as myfelf, called a peaceable gen­
tleman out of his lodgings, and affaulted him 
in the dark, with intent to murder.—Such an 
horrid imputation, publickly fixed upon a per­
fon whofe innocepce you could hardly mifs to 
know, is an outrage, for which, I believe, I. 
might find reparation from the law itfelf, 
notwithftanding your artful manner of quali­
fying the expreffion by faying, provided tht 
fa&s can be proved. This low fubterfuga 
may, for aught I know, fcreen you from a 
prpfecution at law, but can never acquit 
you in that Court which every man of honour 
holds in his own breaft, I lay, you mull: 
have known my innocence from the weak- 
nefs of the evidence which you produced, 
and with which you either was or ought 
to have been previoufly acquainted; as 
well as from my general charafter and that of 
my antagonift, which it was your duty to 
have learned.—I will venture to fay, you 
did know my character, and in your 
heart believed me incapable of fuch brutality 
as you laid to my charge.—Surely, I do not 
over-rate my own importance in affirming, that 
l am not fo obfcure in life as to have efcaped the 
notice of Mr. Hume Campbell; and I will be 
bold enough to challenge him and the whois

Y world
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world to prove one inftance in which my in­
tegrity was called, or at leaft left, in queftion. 
v—Have not I therefore reafon to fuppofe 
that, in fpight of your own internal convic­
tion, you undertook the caufe of a wretch, 
whofe ingratitude, villany, and rancour are, 
I firmly believe, without example in this 
kingdom ; that you magnified a Hight cor- 
feftion beftowed by his benefactor,' in confe- 
quence of the moft infolent provocation, into 
a deliberate and malicious fcheme of affaffi- 
nation ; and endeavoured, with all the viru­
lence of defamation, to deftroy the character, 
and even the life, of an injured perfon, who, 
as well as yourfelf, is a gentleman by birth, 
education, and profeffion ? In favour of whom, 
and in confequence of what, was all this zeal 
manifefted, all this ilander exhaufted, and 
all tills fcurrility difcharged ? Your Client, 
whom you dignified with the title of Efquire, 
and endeavoured to raife to the fame footing 
with me in point of ftation and character, you 
knew to be an abjedt mifcreant, whom my 
companion and humanity had lifted from the 
moft deplorable fcenes of diftrefs; whom I had 
feved from imprifonment and ruin; whom I 
had cloathed and fed for a feries of years; 
whom I had occafionally grafted with my 
purfe, credit, and influence.—You knew, 
cr ought to have known, that, after having 
received a thoufand marks of my benevo­
lence, and prevailed upon me to indorfe 
notes for the fupport of his credit, he with­
drew himfelf into the verge of the Court, and 
■tock up his habitation in a paltry alehoufe, 
where he not only fet me and the reft of his 
creditors at defiance, but provoked me by 
Scurrilous and infolent letters and meflages to 
cliaftife him in fuch a manner as gave him an 
handle for this profecution, in which you fig- 
nalized yourfelf as his champion, for a very 
honourable confideration.—There is fome- 
thing io palpably ungrateful, perfidious, and 
indeed diabolical, in the conduit of the Pro- 
fecutor, that, even in thefe degenerate days, I 
Wonder how he could find an Attorney to 
appear in his behalf. O Tempora 1 O Mores! 
—After having thus founded the trumpet of 
obloquy in your preamble, and tortured every 
circumftance of the Plaintiff’s evidence to my 
detriment and dishonour, you attempted to 
fubjedt me to the ridicule of the Court, by 
alking a queftion of my firft witnefs, which 
had no more relation to the caufe, than if you 
had defired to know the name of his grand­
mother.—What title had you to alk of a 
tradefman, if he knew me to be an Author ? 
What affinity had this queftion with the cir- 
cumftances of the affault ? Was not this fo­
reign to the purpofe ? Was it not impertinent, 
and propofed with a view to put me out of 
countenance, and to raife the laugh 'of the

fpedbtors at my expence ? There, indeed, yo> 
was difappointed, as you frequently are i» 
thofe little digreffive efforts by which you 
make yourfelf remarkable.—Tho’ I do not 
pretend to poffefs that fuperlative degree of 
effrontery by which fome people make a 
figure at the bar, I have affurance enough to 
ftand the mention of my works without 
blufhing, efpecially when I defpife the tafte, 
and fcorn the principles, of him who w’ould 
turn them to my difgrace.—You fucceeded, 
however, in one particular; I mean, in railing 
the indignation of my Witnefs; of which yos 
took all imaginable advantage, puzzling, per­
plexing and brow-beating him with fuch ar­
tifice, eagernefs, and infult, as overwhelmed 
him with confufion, and had well nigh de­
prived me of the benefit of his evidence.— 
Luckily for me, the next gentleman who 
was called confirmed what the other had 
fwore, and proved to the fatisfaftion of th? 
Judge and Jury, and even to your own con­
viction, that this terrible deliberate afiaffina- 
tion was no more than a Ample blow given 
to a rafcal after repeated provocation, and 
that of the moft flagrant kind ; that no ad-, 
vantage was taken in point of weapons; and 
that two drabs, whom they had picked up 
for the purpofe, had affirmed upon oath a 
downright falfehood, with a view to blaft my 
reputation.—You yourfelf was fo confcious of 
this palpable detection, that you endeavoured 
toexcufe them by a forced explanation, which, 
you may depend upon it, fhall not fcreen them 
from a profecution for perjury.—I will not 
fiiy, that this was like patronizing a couple of 
Gypfies who had forfworn themfelves, coq.- 
fequently forfeited all title to the countenance, 
or indeed forbearance, of the Court; but 
this I will fay, that your tendernefs forthem, 
was of a piece with your whole behaviour to 
me, which I think was equally infolent and 
unjuft : for, granting that you had really fup- 
pofed me guilty of an intended affaffination, 
before the trial began, you faw me in th« 
courfe of evidence acquitted of that fufpicion, 
and heard the Judge infill upon my innocence 
in his charge to the Jury, who brought in 
their verdift accordingly. Then, Sir, you 
ought in common juftice to have owned your-, 
felf miftaken, or to have taken fome other 
opportunity of expreffing your concern for 
what you had faid to my difadvantage ; tho’ 
even fuch an acknowledgement would not 
have been a fufficient reparation; becaufe, 
before my witneffes wrere called, many per­
lons left the Court with impreffions to my 
prejudice, conceived from the calumnies 
which they heard you efpoufe and en­
courage. On the whole, you opened the 
trial with fuch hyperbolical impetuofity, and 
conducted it with fuch particular bitternefs

and
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and rancour, that every body perceived you 
was more than ordinarily interefted; and I 
could not divine the myfterious bond of 
union that attached you to Peter Gordon, 
Efq. until you furnifhed me with a key to 
the whole fecret by that ftrong emphafis with 
which you pronounced the words Ferdinand 
Count Fathom. Then I difcovered the fource 
of your good-will towards me, which is no 
other than the hiftory of a law-fuit infected 
in that performance, where the author takes 
cccafion to obferve, that the Counfel behaved 
like men of confummate abilities in their 
profeffion; exerting themfelves with equal in- 
duftry, eloquence, and erudition, in their 
endeavours to perplex the truth, brow-beat 
■the evidence, puzzle the Judge, and miflead 
the Jury.—Did any part of this character 
come home to your own ccnfcience ? or did you 
refent it as a farcafm levelled at the whole 
Bench without diftindtion ? I take it for 
granted, this muft have been the origin of your 
enmity to me ; becaufe I can recollect no 
other circumftance in my conduct, by which 
.1 could incur the difpleafure of a man whom 
I fcarce knew by fight, and with whom I 
never had the leaft difpute, or indeed concern. 
If this was the cafe, you pay a very fourvy 
Compliment to your own integrity, by fa­
thering a character which is not applicable t-o 
any honeft man, and give the world a handle 
to believe, that our Courts of Juftice (tend 
greatly in need of reformation. Indeed^ the 
petulance, licence, and buffoonery of fome 
Lawyers in the exercife of their funftion, 
is a reproach upon decency and a fcandal to the 
nation ; and it. is furprifing that the Judge, 
who reprefents his Majefty’s perfon, fhould 
fuffer fuch infults upon the dignity of the 
place.—But, whatever liberties of this kind 
are granted to the Counfel, no fort of freedom, 
it feems, muft be allowed to the Evidence, 
who, by the bye, are of much more confe- 
quence to the caufe.—You will take upon 
you to divert the audience at the expence of 
a witnefs, by impertinent allufions to forae . 
parts of bis private charafter and affairs ; but 
if he pretends to retort the joke, you infult, 
abufe, and bellow againft him as an impu­

dent fellow who fails in his refpefl to the 
Court.—It was in this manner you behaved t® 
my firft witnefs, whom youfirft provoked into 
a paffion by injurious infinuations; then you 
totfc an advantage of the confufion which 
you had intailed upon him.; and laftly, you 
infulted him as a perfon who had fhuffled in- 
his evidence. This might have been an irre­
parable injury to the character ofa tradefman, 
had not he been luckily known to the whole 
Jury, and many other perfons in Court, as a 
man "of unqueftioned probity and credit. Sir, 
a witnefs has as good a title as you have to 
the protection of the. Court; and ought to 
have more, becaufe evidence is abfolutely 
neceffary for the inveftigation of truth ■;.. 
whereas the aim of a Lawyer is often to in­
volve it in doubt and obfcurity. Is it for 
this purpofe you fo frequently deviate from 
the point, and endeavour to raife the mirth 
of the audience with flat jokes and infipid. 
Emilies? or, have you really fo miferably. 
miftaken your own talents, as to let up for 
the character of a man of humour ?•—For my 
own part, were I djfpofed to-be merry, I 
fhould never defire a more pregnant fubjeftof. 
ridicule, than your own appearance and beha­
viour ; but, as I am at prefent in a very 
ferious mood, I fhall content myfelf with, 
demanding adequate reparation for the inju­
rious treatment I have received at your 
hands: otherwife I will in four days put 
this Letter in the prefs, and you fhall hear 
in another manner-—not from a ruffian and an 
affaffin—-but from an injured gentleman, 
who is not afhamed of fubfcribing himfeif.

Dear Sir,

I AM much mortified that my rafcally 
fituation will not at prefent permit m® 

to fend more than' the trifle inclofed, as 
nothing could give me more pleafure than 
an opportunity of (hewing with how much 
friendfhip and efteern

I am, dear Sir,
Yours moft faithfully,

T. SMOLLETT
Monday Morning.

For the European’ Magazine.
Mrs. Draper, tfie Lady who has been fo celebrated as the Correfpondent of Mr. Stern* 

under the name of Eliza, will naturally attract the notice of the Publick. That fhe was 
deferring of the encomiums bellowed wpon her by that admirable writer will appear from 
the following eulogium written by the excellent Abbe Raynal, which I tranfmit to you 
for publication in your next Magazine,.

I am, yours, &e.

rT"’ERRI.TORY of Anjengo, thou art no­
li thing; butthou haft given birthto Eliza. A 

•fey will come, when thefe ftaples of commerce, 
founded by the Europeans op th.® coafts of 

Afia, will exift no more. Before a few cen­
turies are elapfed, ths grafs will cover them, 
or the Indians, avenged, will have built upon 
their ruins. But if my works be doftuicd to

¥ a
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have any duration, the name of Anjengo will 
not be obliterated from the memory of man. 
Thofe who fhall read my works, or thofe 
whom the winds fhall drive towards thefe 
fhores, will fay: There it is that Eliza Draper 
was born; and if there be a Briton among 
them, he will immediately add, with the fpi- 
rit of confcious pride, And there it was that 
fhe was born of Englifh parents.

Let me be permitted to indulge my grief, 
and to give a free courfe to my tears ! Eliza 
was my friend. Reader, whofoe’er thou art, 
forgive me this involuntary emotion. Let my 
rnind dwell upon Eliza. If I have fometimes 
jnoved thee to compaffionate the calamities 
of the human race, let me now prevail upon 
thee to commiferate my own misfortune. I 
was thy friend without knowing thee ; be for 
a moment mine. Thy gentle pity fhall be 
my reward.

Eliza ended her days in the land of her 
forefathers, at the age of three-and-thirty. A 
celeftial foul was feparated from a heavenly 
body. Ye who vifit the fpot on which her 
facred afhes reft, write upon the marble that 
©pvers them: In fuch a year, in fuch a month, 
bn fuch a day, at fuch an hour, God with­
drew his fpirit, and Eliza-died.

And thou, original writer, her admirer 
and her friend, it was Eliza who infpired thy 
works, and dictated to thee the moft affedling 
pages of them. Fortunate Sterne, thou art no 
morej and I am left behind. I wept over thee 
with Eliza; thou wouldft weep over her 
with me; and had it been the will of Heaven, 
that you had both furvived me, your tears 
would have fallen together upon my grave.

The men were ufed to fay, that no woman 
had fo many graces as Eliza : the women 
faid fo too. They all praifed her candour; 
they all extolled her fenfibility 5 they were 
ail ambitious of the honour of her acquaint­
ance. The flings of envy were never pointed 
againft unconfcious merit.

Anjengo, it is to the influence of thy happy 
climate that fhe certainly was indebted for 
that almoft incompatible harmony of volup- 
tuoufnefs and decency, which ditfufed itfelf 

.over all her perfon, and accompanied all her 
motions. A ftatuary who would have wiffied 
to reprefent Voluptuoufnefs, would have 
taken her for his model; and fhe would 
equally have ferved for him who might have 
had a' figure of Modefty to difplay. Even the 
gloomy and clouded iky of England had not 
been able to obfeure the brightnefs of that 
aerial kind of foul, unknown in our climates. 
In every thing that Eliza did, an irrefiftible 
charm was diffiifed around her. Defire, but 
©f a timid and bafhful caft, followed her fteps 
5n filence, Any man of courteoufnefs alone 
muft have loved her, but would not have 
®ared to own his paffipj>

1 fearch for Eliza every where: I difeover, 
I difeern fome of her features, feme of her 
charms, fcattered among thofe women whofd 
figure is moft interefting. But what is be­
come of her who united them all ? Nature, 
who haft exhauftedthy gifts to form an Eliza, 
didft thou create her only for one moment ? 
Didft thou make her to be admired for one 
inftant, and to be for ever regretted ?

All who have feen Eliza, regret her. As 
for myfelf, my tears will never ceafe to flow 
for her all the time I have to live. But is 
this fufficient ? Thofe who have known her 
tendernefs for me, the confidence fhe had 
bellowed upon me, will they not fay to me, 
She is no more, and yet thou liveft.

Eliza intended to quit her country, her re­
lations, her friends, to take up her residence 
along with me, and fpend her days in the 
midft of mine. What happinefs had I not 
promifed to myfelf ? What joy did 1 not ex- 
peel, from feeing her fought after by men of 
genius ; and beloved by women of the niceft 
tafte ? I faid to myfelf, Eliza is young, and 
thou art near thy latter end. It is fhe who 
will clofe thine eyes. Vain hope! Fatal re­
verie of all human probabilities ! My old age 
has been prolonged beyond the days of her 
youth. There is now no perfon in the world 
exifting for me. Fate has condemned me to 
live, and die alone.

Eliza’s mind was cultivated, but the effefts 
of this art were never perceived. It had dona 
nothing more than embellifh nature ; it ferv­
ed in her, only to make the charm more Lift­
ing. Every inftant increafed the delight fhe 
infpired ; every inftant rendered her more 
interefting. Such is the impreffion fhe had 
left in India; fuch is the impreffion fhe 
made in Europe. Eliza then was very beau­
tiful ? No, foe was limply beautiful: but 
there was no beauty fhe did not eclipfe, be- 
caufe fhe was the only one that was like her- 
felf.

Eliza has written ; and the men of her na­
tion, whofe works have been the moft abound­
ing in elegance and tafte, would not have dis­
avowed the fmall number of pages fhe has left 
behind her.

When I faw Eliza, I experienced a fenfe- 
tion unknown to me. It was too warm to 
be no more than friendfhip ; it was too purs 
to be love. Had it been a paffion, Eliza 
would have pitied me ; fire would have en • 
deavoured to bring me back to my reafon, 
and I fhould have completely loft it.

Eliza ufed frequently to fay, that fhe had a 
greater efleem for me than for any one elfe. 
At prefent I may believe it.

In her laft moments, Eliza’s thoughts were 
.fixed upon her friend ; and 1 cannot write a 
line without having before me the monument 
Hxe has left me. Qh I that fhe could alfo have 

end^w?^ 
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endowed my pen with her graces and her 
virtue ! Methinks, at leaft, I hear her fay, 
fl That fter.11 mufe that looks at you, is Hiftoiy, 
“ whole awful duty it is to determine the 
“ opinion of pofterity. That fickle deity that 
“ hovers o’er the globe, is Fame, who con- 

defcended to entertain us a moment about 
“ you ; the brought me thy works, and pav- 
fi ed the way for our connection by efteem.

“ Behold that phoenix immortal amidft the 
“ flames : it is the fymbol of Genius, which 
“ never dies. Let thefe emblems perpetual- 
“ ly incite thee to fhew thyfelf the defender 
<£ of humanity, of truth, and of liberty.”

Eliza, from the higheft Heaven, thy firft, 
and laft country, receive my oath : I /wear 
not to •write one line in which thy friend may 
not be recognijed.

To the PHILOLOGICAL SOCIETY of LONDON.
Gentlemen,

The account of Madamp Godin's voyage on the river Maragnon, in South-America, is al­
lowed by the celebrated Dr. Robertson to be one of the rnojl Jingular and afftiling narra­
tives in any language. As I have never feen a translation of this narrative in our language, 
I have been induced, by a defire of gratifying the curiofity of the Englifh Reader, to attempt 
one. A ftory fo truly affeefting in itfelf requires no meretricious ornaments. I have there­
fore rejected all the French tinfel of the original; and aimed, not without fuccefs, i hope, 
at fimplicity. I am, &.Q.

Dublin, Feb. 20, 1784. W. C. J.
NARRATIVE of the SUFFERINGS of MADAME GODIN.

’Tis pitiful, ’tis wond’rous 
ON the’ firft day of October, 1769, Ma­

dame Godin departed from Riobamba, 
the place of her refidence, fop Laguna, on her 
way to France, accompanied by her brothers, 
Sieur R— a phyfician and his fervant, her faith­
ful negro, and three female Indian domeftics, 
together with an efcort of thirty-one Indians 
to carry herfelf and her baggage, the road 
being impaffable even for mules. The In­
dians which Madame Godin had engaged, and 
who were paid, as ufual, in advance, were 
’Scarcely arrived at Canclos when they ran 
away ; perhaps afraid of the unhealthinefs 
of the air, it may be, apprehenfive of being 
made to go on fhipboard ; a terrific circum- 
ftance to them, who had never even feen a 
canoe but at a diftance. “ Rut it is not ne- 
t( ceffary (fays Monf. Godin to his friend 
“ Monf. de la Condamine) to feek fuch good 
“ reafons for their defection ; you know, Sir, 
“ how often they have abandoned us upon 
<c the mountains during our operations.” 
What was Madame Godin to do in fuch a 
fituation ? Although it were poffible to have 
returned by the fame route, her eager defire 
of reaching the veffel prepared for her by 
two Sovereigns and of once more behold - 
frig a beloved hufband from whom fhe had 
been feparated twenty years, determined her 
to proceed, and to brave • every danger to 
which fhe might be expofed, and to endea­
vour to furmount every obftacle that might 
retard her progrefs.

There remained only two Indians in the 
village who pad efcaped the fmall-pox, which 
had lately raged there. They had no canoe ; 
but they offered to conftrudt one, and to con- 
dqft licr to the Miffion of Andoas, about-

# The Kings of Fi
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twelve days journey lower on the river Bo- 
bonafa ; a diftance, one may 1’uppofe, of about 
one hundred and forty or one hundred and 
fifty leagues. She paid them in advance. The 
canoe being finifhed, they all departed in it 
from Canclos. Having failed two days, they 
flopped, to pafs the night afbore. Next 
morning the two Indians difappeared. The 
unfortunate company re-embarked without a 
guide, and the firft day afforded no accident. 
The following day, about twelve o’clock, 
they difeovered a canoe lying in a little port 
of a hut (Carbet), in which they found a 
convalefcent Indian, who confentedto go with 
them and fleer their canoe. The third day, 
in endeavouring to recover Sieur R------*’s
hat which had fallen into the river, the In­
dian himfelf fell in, and, being too weak to 
gain the canoe, was drowned. Thus the 
canoe became again pilotlefs, and had only 
thofe who were totally unacquainted with 
every neceflary manoeuvre left to guide it: 
befides, it foon began to leak, which obliged 
them to land, and build an hut for a tempo­
rary refidence. They were then but five or 
fix days journey from Andoas. Sieur R------ ;
offered to go thither, and let out with, his 
fervant and Madame Godin’s faithful negro, 
who fhe contented fhould attend him to 
affift in taking care of his effects, which he 
wifely refolved not to leave behind him. 
Madame Godin's brothers were fo difmayed 
by the difafter which had juft happened, that 
fhe could not prevail on them to accompany 
Sieur R------- in the canoe to Andoas. Sieur
R—-—, on his departure, allured Madame 
Godin and her brothers, that in lefs than fif- 
teen days they fhould have a canoe and Indians.

■ance and Portugal,
Twentv-
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Twenty-five tedious days did they vainly 
wait in expectation of the accomplifh- 
jnent of his promife; but lofing all hope 
from that quarter, they .made a raft, upon 
which they placed all their provifions and 
effects, and proceeded flowly along the 
river. The raft, which was ill-conftructed, 
flruck againft a tree that lay concealed in the 
river, and was overfet.: every foul and every 
thing were imtnerfed. Happily, however, 
no one perifhed ; “ thanks to the narrownefs 
“ of the river in that place,” fays Monf. 
Godim Madame Godin funk twice, and was 
with difficulty faved by her brothers. Re­
duced to a fituation yet more dreadful than 
the firft, they all refolved to purfue the banks 
of the river on foot. What an enterprize 1 
tf£ You know, Sir, (continues Monf. Godin to 
° his friend) that the borders of this river are 
w covered with a wood rendered impervious to 
tc the rays of the Sun by the herbs, brambles, 
<e and fhrubs, that creep up the trunks and 
<£ blend with the branches of the trees; in 
“ paffing through which, much time is em- 
u ployed in opening a paffage by means ,of a 
** bill-hook (la Jerpe).” They returned to 
their hut, took ail the provifions that re­
mained there, and began their melancholy 
journey. Obferving, that in following the 
courfe of the river its meanderings confi- 
derably lengthened their route, they entered 
into the wood to avoid them, and in a few 
days after loft their way. Though deftitute 
of provifions, oppreffed with thirft, and their 
feet forely wounded by briars and thorns, they 
continued to pufh forward through immea- 
furable wilds and gloomy forefts, drawing 
refrefhment from the berries and wild fruits 
which they now and then collected as they 
went along. At length, exhaufted by hun­
ger, thirft, and extreme fatigue, their flrength 
failed them—down they funk, helplefs and 
forlorn. Thus they impatiently waited to be 
relieved by death, who delayed not long. In 
three or four days they all fucceffively ex­
pired, except Madame Godin, who con-; 
tinned ftretchcd befide her brothers and the 
ether eorfes eight-and-forty hours, deprived 
of the ufe of all her faculties, and frill tor­
mented with an ardent thirft. At laft, Pro­
vidence, who had refolved to preferve her 
life, gave her flrength and courage to fife and 
go feek the falvation which awaited her. She 
was now without flockings, bare-footed, and 
almoft naked; two cloaks and her fhift, 
which had been torn into rags by the briars, 
fufficed not to cover her. Having cut off the 
foies of her brother’s ihoes, the faftened them 

to her feet, and took her lonely ’way. In about 
nine days, according to her calculation, fhe 
arrived on the borders of Bobonafa. It is 
probable (as Monf. Godin remarks), that 
the tedious time appeared longer to her 
than it really was. “ For (continues he), is 
ei it not almoft incredible, that a woman na- 
“ totally delicate, and who had been tenderly 
“ reared, could, reduced to inch extremities; 
“ live even four days ? Yet fhe has allured 
“ me, that fhe was ten days alone in the 
“ woods.” The recollection of the fad fcene 
to which Ure had fo recently been a witnefs, 
the horrors of folitude and darknefs in a de­
fect infefted with ferpents and numberlefs 
ferocious animals *,  the fear of death ever 
prefent to her mind, a fear which was in- 
creafed every inftant, made fuch an impref- 
fion on her imagination, that her hair became 
white. The fecond day of her fad journey, 
in which fhe could not have proceeded far, 
fhe found water; and the following day 
fome wild fruit and green eggs, fuppofed by 
Monf. Godin to be the eggs of a fpecies of 
partridge. So much was her wind-pipe con­
tracted by the privation of nutriment, that 
fhe could hardly fwallow a fufficiency of the 
fuftenance which chance prefented to her, as 
would fupport her emaciated frame.

* Let thofe who may be inclined to deubt on reading this paffage rccollcfl, that Daniel 
continued a day and night in a den with hungry lions, yet was not devoured. — With the 
Xiord nothing is impoffible.

The ninth day of her journey had juft be­
gun to dawn, when fhe reached the borders 
of Bobonafa. At the inftant of her arrival, 
fhe heard a noife at the diftance of about two 
hundred paces. A hidden emotion of dread 
made her at firft retire into the adjoining' 
wood; but refiedting that nothing worfe 
than her prefent ftate could befal her, and 
that confequently fhe had nothing to fear, fhe 
approached the fhore, and obferved two In­
dians pufhing a canoe into the river. It is 
ufual with thofe people, when they go afhore 
for the night, to drag their canoe or part of 
it on land, left,. while they fleep, it fhould 
break from its moorings and be driven with 
the current. The Indians, as foon as they 
perceived Madame Godin, haftened to her. 
She conjured them to conduit her to Andoas. 
Thefe Indians, who had long fince fled from 
Canclos with their wives to efcape the conta­
gion of the fmall-pox, already mentioned to 
have raged there, had juft left a little hut 
which they had at fome diftance, in order 
to go to Andoas. They heard Madame Go­
din’s requeft benignly, took her under their 
care, and conducted her to that village. Here 
fhe intended at firft to have ftaid for fome 
time to reft from her fatigues; but fo much 
was fire incenfed at the bafe conduct of the 

Jr^fldiHt
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refident Miffionary, that, ffie would not have 
remained even one night there, could ffie 
have acted agreeably to her wiffies.

There happened about this time a great 
revolution in the Miffions of Spanifh Ame­
rica dependent on Lima, Quito, Charcas, and 
Paraguay, which had been reclaimed and 
founded by the Jefuits two centuries ago. 
An order from Madrid had expelled, them 
from all their colleges and miffions: they 
had alfo been arrefted, put on ffiipboard, and 
fent into the dominions of the Pope. This 
event, however, had not occafioned more 
confufion than the changing of the vicar of 
a village. The Jefuits were fucceeded by fe- 
eular priefts. Of that order was the man 
who filled the office of Miffionary at Andoas, 
* and of whom (fays Monf. Godin) I endea- 
v vour to forget even the name.” Madame Go- 
-din, bereaved of almoft every thing, knew not 
how to evince her gratitude to the two In­
dians who had faved her life ; ’till happening 
to recoiled! that fhe had on two golden neck­
laces (according to the ufage of her country), 
fhe prefented one to each Indian. Their

The DEATH of LOVE.

MR. B------ was delighted with the ap­
parent cordiality between his mother 

and the object of his affections. But it is 
time that I inform my readers of Mrs. B—’s 
horrid treachery. This lady was a monfter 
of ambition and avarice. She was defirous 
t?f enriching her fon, already fo opulent; to 
Obtain which, no meafures, however exe­
crable, were to be rejected. Her fon’s paf- 
fion for Augufta appeared an obftacle to her 
views ; but ffie knew, by oppofing her fon’s 
penchant, it would only ferve to irritate and 
inflame him the more. For this reafon, fhe 
was determined to make Augufta the firft 
victim of her difpleafure. This barbarous 
project was no fooner conceived, than ffie 
ftudied how to put it into immediate prac­
tice. Her plan was to indulge her fon’s in­
clinations, to bring the lovers together as 
much as poffible. She received Augufta with 
open arms, and left her to the indulgence of 
thofe tetes-a-tetes that conltitute the happieft 
moments of our life.

The amorous Mr. B------ , impatient for
the day that was to unite him to the moft 
amiable of women, waited upon Mr. and 
Mrs. M------ , to ha^fe their permiffion to vi-
fit their daughter; and his mother at the 
fame time joined in the requeft. Mr. B———- 
was immediately permitted to pay his ad- 
drelles, and confequently obtained the in- 
grefs and egrets he had fo ardently foli- 
cited, »

In one of thefe interviews the lovers con­
vened together on the caufe of the difunion 
fo often found in the marriage ftate. Mr. 
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joy was exceffive. But the Miffionary feize$ 
on the necklaces in her prefence, and re­
placed them with three or four ells of a 
coarfe cloth made of cotton, which is fabri­
cated in the country called Tucuyo. Madam© 
Godin was fo enraged at this adt of infolence 
and inhumanity, that ffie inftantly demanded 
a canoe and a proper number of attendants, 
and departed next day for Laguna. An In­
dian woman of Andoas made her a cotton 
petticoat; “ to pay for which (Monf., Godin 
“ fays) fhe fent a meffenger as foon as ffie 
‘f arrived at Laguna. This petticoat, as well 
“ as the foies of her brother’s ffioes, of which 
“ ffie made fandals, ffie ftill preferves—fad 
“ memento’s ! (continues he) not lefs dear fa 
“ me than they are to her.”

[Madame Godin furvived feverai years the 
hardffiips and difafters related in the fore­
going narration. Her hufband’s letter to M. 
de la Condamine, the fource of all my infor­
mation on this affetfting fubjetft, was written 
four years after her return to his arms, and 
while fhe was ftill living.]

Concluded from page 98.
B------ obferved, that it refill ted from the
different interefts of the man and wife, and the 
want of harmony in their affections, difpo- 
fitions, and inclinations ; that this contraft 
was not properly inveftigated before mar­
riage ; that they feldom confil’ted any thing 
but their fortunes. Thus two years were 
elapfed in the reciprocal intercourfe of ex­
changing their honeft fentiments, and in cul­
tivating the tender affections with which they 
were mutually infpired. This difeovery on 
the part of Mrs. B------ , induced her to think
that it was now high time to put the finiffiing 
ftreke to her long-meditated perfidy. Sb© 
had obferved, that her fon for feme days ap­
peared remarkably in high fpirits. From 
this circumftance Ilie augured two circum- 
ftances : the one, that his paffion was leffen- 
ed, or that ho had been the happy lover; 
either of which, in her eftimation, amounted 
to the fame thing. With this hope, ffie art­
fully interrogated her fon ; but he replied to 
all her queftions with his ufual candour, de­
claring, that, by Augufta’s avowal of her paf­
fion, he was become the happieft of men. 
Neverthelefs, ffie concluded, that this was an, 
artful reprefentation; and, at all events, it was 
high time to put a flop to any further pro­
ceedings, efpecially as ffie had her views re- 
fpedting a young lady, whole fortune was as 
much fuperior to her fon’s, as his was to 
Augufta’s. This meafure being previoufly 
concerted between Mrs. E------and her huf-
band, fhe gave her fen to underftand, that he 
muft no longer think of a marriage with 
Mils Augufta. M----- , Titis
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This was a thunderftroke for the enamour­
ed Mr. B------ . He was fbocked at this hid­
den conduit of his parents, and fecretly do 
termined within himfelf to effect, if poffible, 
a clandeftine marriage ; but the refpeit and 
awe that Augufta had infpired, deprived him 
of the power of even hinting his wifhfes upon 
that fubject. His mother learnt that their 
correfpondence and occafionai vifitswere ftill 
repeated ; and, by her artful reprefentations, 
the father was determined to come to an 
epen and public rupture. For this purpofe, 
having bribed a fervant’s fidelity, he paid an 
unexpected vifit to a family where the lovers 
had been accidentally invited. On entering, 
he faw his fon fitting by Augufta ; and inter­
rupted their converfation, by telling his fon 
he had bufmefs that required his immediate 
attention. Then turning to the young lady, 
he faid,

« Mifs Augufta M—, there are important 
reafons which oblige me to deny my fon’s 
having the honour of your company. I 
plainly perceive he has not informed you of 
my injunctions; but 1 flatter myfelf I am 
addreffing a lady who is too well bred to per­
mit the vifits of one thus circumftanced. I 
have therefore come to the refolution of 
giving you this information ; and I do not 
doubt but henceforward you will comply 
with my requifition.”

Augufta, pale, without refpiration, had not 
a word to anfwer, and inftantly left the room 
in a ftate not to be defcribed. The carriage 
had fcarce fet her down, than Ihe fell breath- 
lefs in her mother’s arms.

The artlefs Augufta concealed nothing 
from her family, who were diftreffed at the 
ftate in which they found her. A fever fol­
lowed, and every refource of medicine was 
employed; but her fenfibility received a 
mortal ftroke. A delirious fit caught hold 
of her reafon, which only dawned forth at 
intervals to give vent to fighs of agony and 
horror. She feemed as overwhelmed with 
fhame and confufion, when flic reconciled, 
the reception fhe had hitherto received from 
Mrs. B— ; the avowal of her paffion for her 
fon ; the defire of her own family to fee her 
fo happily married; and the cruel manner 
in which her difappointment was announced.

Her lover, however, was ignorant of Au- 
gufta’s real fituation. He implored his father 
to revoke the fatal mandate, who began to 
waver ; even the mother hefitated : but the 
deliberation was too long ; the heart-broke 
Augufta was haftening to her tomb. At laft 
permiffion was obtained for Mr. B— to vifit 
his adorable miftrefs. That evening, Au­
gufta feemed to give fome faint hopes of a re­
covery. She fmiled upon her mother, and faid, 

u Mamma, I feel myfelf fomething better— 
fty heart—-it no. Longer beats—-appreiied by 

an unhappy paffion. Mr. B—is now free- 
let him be happy even with another: for me, 
I would not, I think, at lead, I could not,, 
accept the title of being his wife.” A torrent 
of tears prevented her from diftinguifh-' 
ing objeCts. She extended her hand towards 
her mother, who devoured it with her kifles. 
Augufta was fo affedted with this mark of 
tendernefs, that fire caught hold of her mo­
ther’s, and bathed it with her tears. During 
this affedting feene, a fervant made figns to 
Mrs. M—, that he wanted to fpeak to her. 
The repetition of the fign was obferved by 
his young miftrefs: her feeblenefs at that 
moment made her life but a gafp ; yet, in 
that ftate, fhe afked what the man wanted. 
A gentleman (replied the domeftic) defires to 
fpeak immediately to Madam. Mrs. M— retir­
ed into an adjoining chamber, where flie found 
Mr. B—, who threw himfelf at her feet:—■

“ I crave your pardon, madam, not for 
“ me, but for my parents—they have at laft 
“ relented—I thought it more prudent to 
“ fee you firft—I fear------ ”

“ Ah ! fir, my daughter! I have loft my 
“ daughter ! it is now too late 1”

<s Too late! ” exclaimed Mr, B——, with 
an accent of grief and aftonifhment, and in a 
tone fo loud as pierced the ear of the dying 
Augufta. She made an effort to raife her 
head: that effort was her laft—fhe expired.

It was agreed between Mrs. M— and Mr. 
B—, that his vifit ihould be cautioufly announ­
ced to Augufta. She entered the apartment-— 
ihe drew near to the bed :—her only hope, 
the only objeft Of her affection, her only 
daughter, was no more ; fhe found her with­
out life.—Mrs. M— fhriek’d out, and fell 
lifelefs befide her daughter. The lover heard 
the piercing accent of diftrefs, and, ruffling in, 
he perceived Augufta with the pallid hue of 
death upon her countenance, and her mother 
in a fwoon on the carpet. He flew to their 
affiftance; but on beholding her whom he 
loved more than life, pale, disfigured, his 
fireiigth ffirffiok him, and with the -cry of 
diftradtion he pronounced, “ Heavens ! my 
Augufta is no more !”

The houfe was immediately alarmed.— 
What a fpcftacle for an unfortunate father ! 
Every means was employed to reftore Mrs, 
M— : at laft they fucceeded. Others were 
giving every affiftance and confolation to the 
diffracted lover : he no fooner recovered his 
fenfes, than he tore himfelf from thofe who. 
held him, and precipitately threw himfelf on 
the dead body of his miftrefs Let me fpare 
the fenfibility of the reader by drawing a cur­
tain before a feene fo diftreffingly affecting j 
fuffice it to fay, that the lover did not long 
furvive his misfortunes, and by his death left 
two more wretched parents to bewail tin? 
niiferies of their avarice and vanity.
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For the EUROPEAN MAGAZINE.

An Account of the LIFE and WRITINGS of Dr. THOMAS FRANCKLIN.

AS it is our intention in our future Maga­
zines to perpetuate the memory of fuch 

perfons who from their eminence in literature, 
in politicks, in endowments of the mind, or 
peculiarities in difpofition, have rendered 
themfelves deferving of particular notice, 
we earneftly requeft fuch perfons as wiffi to 
preferve the names of their friends from obli­
vion, to furnifh us with fuch materials as may 
enable us to do juftice to their virtues and 
abilities.

The prefent month having deprived the 
world of an ornament to the republic of 
letters, we efteem ourfelves obliged to the 
friendly hand which has communicated the 
following account.

Dr. Thomas Francklin was the fon of Ri­
chard Francklin, a Printer, in Rufiell Street, 
Covent Garden, a perfon well known as pub- 
lifher of the celebrated paper called the Craftf- 
man, a work fet on foot againft the adminif- 
tration of Sir Robert Walpole, and conducted 
with great keennefs and ability by Lord Bo- 
lingbroke, Mr. Pulteney afterwards Earl of 
Bath,.-and other leaders in the oppofition. 
Richard Francklin intended this his fon for his 
own profeffion ; but, being prevailed upon by 
his patron, Mr. Pulteney, who undertook to 
provide for the youth, but afterwards neglect­
ed him, he was fent to Weftminfter School, 
where improving in learning, he in due time 
was removed to Trinity College, Cambridge. 
He foon diftinguiflied himfelf there, and took 
the degrees of Bachelor and Matter of 
Arts, and Was admitted Fellow of the Society. 
He early folicited the notice of the world by 
a tranflation of Phalaris't Epijiles publifhed in 
8 VO. 1749, and of Cicero on the. Nature of the 
Gods, with Philofophical Notes, and an En­
quiry into the Aftronomy and Anatomy of 
the Ancients, reprinted Svo. 1775. Dn t^e 
27th of June, 1750, he was chofen Greek 
Profeffor in oppofition to Mr. Barford of 
King’s College, and in the fame year became 
involved in a difpute with the Univerfity on 
the following occafion : On the 17th of No­
vember, he, with a number of gentlemen 
educated at Weftminfter School, having met 
at a tavern, according to cuftom, to celebrate 
Queen Elizabeth’s anniverfary, they were in­
terrupted by the fenior Proctor, who came 
into the company after eleven o’clock at night, 
and ordered them to depart, it being an irregu­
lar hour. Deeming themfelves affronted by 
this intrufion, fome words palled between the 
gentlemen and the officer, who, in his turn, 
being alfo offended, fummoned feveral of them 
before the Vice Chancellor, who reprimanded 
four, and fined others. Mr. Francklin, Who

Europ. Mao. 

was one of the party, had his fhare in the al • 
tercation, and is fuppofed to have been the 
author of a pamphlet, intitled “ An Authen­
tic Narrative of the late extraordinary Pro­
ceedings at Cambridge againft the Weftmin­
fter Club,” London, 1751, 8vo. denying the 
charge of irregularity and infult, and confut­
ing the Proftor’s behaviour as rigorous and un­
precedented. This difpute engaged the at­
tention of the Univerfity for fome time, and 
occafioned much ill blood among the members 
of that learned body. In the year 1753, he 
publifhed a Poem called Translation, in 
which he announced his intention of giving a 
tranflation of Sophocles. The concluding 
lines, which fubjedted him to fome ridicule for 
defeats in grammar, we ffiall here tranferibe:

To Fame unknown, but emulous to pleafe, 
Trembling I feek th’ immortal Sophocles. 
Genius of Greece, do thou my breaft infpire 
With fome warm portion of thy Poet’s fire ; 
From hands profane defend his much-lov’d 

name;
From cruel Tibbald wreft his mangled fame ; 
Give him once more to bid the heart o’erflow 
In graceful tears and fympathizing woe;
A father’s death while foft Electra mourn, 
Or fired her forrows o’er a brother’s urn ;
Or fair Antigone her griefs relate, 7 
Or poor Tecmeffa weep her haplefs ftate, > 
Or CEdipus revolve the dark decrees of fate, i 
Could I like him the various paffions move, 
Granville would fmile, and Chefterfield ap­

prove ;
Each letter’d fon of Science would commend, 
Each gentle mufe would mark me for her 

friend ;
Ifis well pleas’d would join a fifter’s praife, 
And Cam applauding confecrate the lays.

In January 1757, on the periodical pa­
per called The World being finiflied, he 
engaged to publifli a fimilar one under the 
title of The Centinel, which was not fuc- 
cefsful. The next year he publifhed a Ser­
mon preached the 17th of February, at Queen 
Street Chapel, where he was preacher, and 
at St. Paul’s, Covent Garden, where he was 
lecturer, on occafion of the Faft ; and about 
November 6th, he was preferred to the livings 
of Ware and Thundrich, in Hertfordffiire, on 
the death of Dr. Webfter. In 1759 ap­
peared his tranflation of Sophocles in 2 vols. 
4to. which was followed by a Differtation 
on ancient Tragedy, in which he mentioned 
the author of The Orphan of China by name, 
in terms of very grofs abufe. That gentle­
man foon retaliated in a fevere poetical epiftle 
addrefled to Dr. Samuel Johnfon 5 and the

Z enmity 
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enmity between them was carried to fuch a 
pitch, that our author even had recourfe to 
the law for protection, and fwore the peace 
againft his antagouift. We remember on 
this occafion the following verfes being hand­
ed about in MS.

To Mr. M U R P H Y.
Had you been damn’d, good Francklin had 

been eafy,
Nor had the Law and Gofpel join’d td teaze ye; 
But Fame like yours no chriftian foul can bear, 
But Fame like yours would make a Parfon 

fwear.
And yet for all his oaths the prieft is fore, 1 
Nor will enjoy the peace for which he fwore? ? 
Unlefs he bind you too—to write no more. J

We believe, however, that the combatants 
afterwards agreed to a celTation of hoftilit ies. 
At this time he is fuppofedto. have been con­
cerned in writing fome articles in the Critical 
Review. On the 20th of January, 17 59,110 
married Mil's Venables, and in 1760 he 
preached and publifhed a Sermon on the 
King’s death.

Were we to judge of our author’s charac­
ter by the teftimony of a hand not friendly to 
him, we fhould not hold him in that degree 
of refpeft which we are inclined to confider 
him in. Notwithftanding his learning and 
abilities, he feems to have been not much 
efteemed by his contemporaries. Churchill in 
his Rofciad fays,

Others for Francklin voted, but ’twas known 
He ficken’d at all triumphs but his own.

How far he deferv’d this cenfure, is heft 
known to thofe who were moil intimate with 
him. For the credit of literature, we hope 
it is unfounded.

In 1763 he preached a fermon before the 
Sons of the Clergy, which was afterwards 
printed ; and in 1765 let forth a volume of 
Sermons on the relative duties, which were 
favourably received by the public. The next 
year he turned his attention to the flags, and 
produced at Drury Lane Theatre The Earl 
of Warwick, a Tragedy taken without 
any acknowledgement frdrn Monfieur de la 
Harpe, but 'which ther excellence of Mrs. 
Yates’s performance!'' gave a confiderable re­
putation to. In November 1767 he was 
appointed chaplain to his Majefty. On the

On M I
>

THE old caution to be merry and wife, is 
commonly conceived to convey an im­

plication that mirth and wifdom are not 
altogether compatible, at leaft in their ex­
treme degrees. Now this, although the ufual, 
yet we conceive to be a very erroneous, idea

16th of May, 1768, he exerted his talents 
as a preacher in behalf of the Charity for 
Female Orphans at the Afylum ; and in the 
fame year publifhed “ A Letter to a fefhop 
concerning. Lefturefhips,” 8vo. This admi­
rable piece of humour is anonymous. The 
next year he wrote an Ode on the Inftitution 
of the Royal Academy, January ift; andon 
March r 3th he repaid the obligation he had 
received from Mrs. Yates's excellent perform­
ance of the character of Margaret of Anjou 
in The Earl of /F artvick, by prefenting her 
with a tranflation of Voltaire’s Ore/les, adied at 
Covent Garden for her benefit. On the 6th 
of July 1770 he took the degree of Doftor 
of Divinity. In March 1774 he preached 
a Sermon for the benefit of unfortunate per- 
fons confined for fmall debts ; and in the 
lame year produced another Tragedy at Drury 
Lane, trauflated from Voltaire, called Eleclrat 
In 1775, at r’ne fame Theatre, Matilda, 
taken, as The Earl of bEarwick, from a French 
play called Duc de Foix, without any ac­
knowledgement. This was followed by The 
Contratl, a Farce adled at the Haymarket in 
1.776, with no fuccefs. About this time he 
was prefented to the living of Brafted in Sur­
ry, which he held to his death. He had fe- 
veral years employed himfelf in tranflating 
the Works of Lucian, which he compleated 
and publifhed in 2 vols. qto. 1780. This 
was his laft performance which has been 
publifhed. He had written a Tragedy on the 
fubjedt of Mary Queen of Scots, which the 
prudery and ridiculous fcruples of fome prin­
cipal adtrefles, who declined the part of Queen 
Elizabeth, have prevented the reprefentatioh. 
of. It has been announced feveral times, 
but hitherto without being performed. Dr. 
Francklin appeared to pofiefs a confutation 
which promifed a longer exiftence. To the 
misfortune of his connections, however, his 
life did not extend to a length equal to their 
hopes and expectations. He died at his houfe 
in Queen Street, March 15, 1784,

Befides the Works already mentioned, Dr. 
Francklin foffered his name to be joined with 
Dr. Smollett’s to a tranflation of Voltaire, 
which it is imagined neither of them execut­
ed, or at leaft but a very fmall part. Thefe 
impofitfons on the public cannot be fuffici- 

ently cenfured. They are truly the difgrace 
of Letters.

R T H.

of the purport of this ancient maxim, which 
doth, in our opinion, if taken in its true and 
proper fenfe, mean to inculcate, if not that 
to be merry is to be wife, at leaft that it is 
wife to be merry.

In mirth do we apprehend to confift the 
great 
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great diftindlion of man from beaft. Ovid, 
we muft allow, placeth it in another parti­
cular, an erect countenance.

Os homini fuhlime dedit, calwnque Inert 
et ereclos adjidera toilers vultus.

But with all due deference to our old friend 
Ovid, for whom we entertain no fmall degree 
of refpedf, the two-legged creature ycleped a 
goofe hath as much to boaft of in that par­
ticular as hath the biped man. There is in­
deed fcarce any other inftance in which we 
are not at leaft equalled, nay very often out­
done, by what we are indolently pleafed to 
ftile the brute creation. In ftrength, in fwift- 
nefs, and in moft other corporeal qualifica­
tions, thofe gentry are univerfelly acknow­
ledged to far exceed the human race; and 
though we are fo apt to value ourfelves upon 
mental fuperiority, yet very few are there of 
our fpecies who can vie in fagacity with 
the cbien fcavanf, and we, although we 
piqueourfelves upon our dexterity as game- 
iters, yet are with fhame obliged to confefs, 
that we loft no lefs than three games at putt 
running, to the conjuring horfe, who made 
his appearance fome time fince in this metro­
polis, and yet that horfe was but a poney.

But in whatever other inftances we may 
be equalled, or even excelled, by the animal 
creation, we may defy any of them to laugh. 
Tears feveral forts of brutes are reported to 
filed; and it muft be confeffed, that the 
monkey will grin. But then it fhould be re­
membered, that the monkey is the immediate 
link between the human and the brute crea­
tion ; and that even pug, near as he has the 
honour to approach the fuperior fpecies, yet 
never exhibits that diftinguifhing mark of 
rationality, an hearty laugh.

How abfurd, then, are the tenets of that 
feet of Jtn-difant philofophers who affect fo- 
lemnity of countenance and behaviour as 
marks of wifdom ; and how very happy is 
that explanation (at the mention of which, 
however, we remember an old gentleman 
who had obferved of himfelf that he was ge­
nerally very grave, to have been highly of­
fended), which we find in moft of our dic­
tionaries, of the word grave, by vide dull!

Democritus and Heraclitus are recorded to 
have been in their times the chiefs, the one 
of the merry, and the other of the fad left of 
philofophers. Now we are told in the hif- 
tory of thofe ages, that the people of Abdera 
(the direct anceftors, as it fhould feem by this 
relation, of thofe of the modern Gotham) being 
a grave, that is to fay, a dull generation, took 
into their heads, from the inceffant mirth of 
Democritus, who refided in or near that 
place, that he was run ftark mad, and ac­
cordingly gave a fee to that prince of phyfi- 
cians Hippocrates to undertake his cure5 

but that learned old Grecian, after having vi- 
fited and converfed with his patient, told his 
employers, that fo far from their fellow­
citizen being crack-brained, he was indeed a 
perfon of infinite parts and knowledge, and 
tlidt they were very great fools for not having 
found it out: a decifive authority, litre, on the 
fide of mirth. Where Heraclitus lived, or 
wiiat were his neighbours’ opinions of that 
gentleman, we do not recolledt to have read ; 
but as it was not at Abdera, they probably 
did not think it w’orth while to trouble their 
heads about him ; or, if they thought him mad 
(and they had no fmall reafon fo to do), look­
ed upon him as incurable.

Milton hath indeed written in praife both 
of mirth and melancholy, in order, perhaps, 
to fhew, that he could take either fide of the 
queftion, whether right or wrong ; but as 
a man generally begins with the dilh he likes 
heft, fo we may obferve L’Allegro precedes 
Il Penferofo, and that in L’Allegro he abufes 
t( loathed melancholy,” as

Of Cerberus and blackeft midnight born 
’Midft Stygian caves forlorn.

Whereas when, according to the plan of 
11 Penferofo, he is obliged to take the other 
fide, as a counfel is fometimes called upon to 
plead againft his own opinion, he is not by 
any means fo fcurrilous, only ftiling the lady

Of idle Fancy without fatner bred—• 
thus calling the one a fon of a b------ (we
are aware that it is of a lady we are fpeak- 
ing, we cannot fomehow exprefs the idea fo 
•well in the feminine gender), and only re­
proaching the other with not having had a 
father ; a circumftance not near fo difgrace- 
ful as the having had one that a perfon 
ought to be afhamed of owning-

Shakfpeare alfo is obferved by Dr. Johnfon 
to have found Comedy much more congenial 
to his difpofition than he did Tragedy ; and 
fo entirely are we of this opinion, that had 
we the fettling of a cartel of characters, we 
would not exchange our old friend Sir John 
for all the ftatefmen, heroes, and philofo­
phers that ever exifted.

Many abfurd conceits enter the brain of 
man (especially grave and ferious men) ; but 
that a being whofe life is in common very 
amply dafhed with mifery, fhould be fond 
of artificially adding to that forrow, is to us 
right wonderful.

And here, left fome Englilhman, jealous 
of the honour of his country (as all Englifh- 
men ufed once to be, but jealoufy of national 
honour, is, alas! almoft extimft in this unfor­
tunate ifland), may be hurt at this our theory 
of wifdom, as tending to exalt the charadter 
of our Gallic neighbours in this inftance over 
that of the inhabitants of our native land, we 
fhall enquire into the foundation of that claim

Z 2 to 
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to fuperior mirth which is fet up by our 
Gallic neighbours. The French do, it mult 
be allowed, defcribe us as a gloomy race of 
mortals; and an old French writer, Froiffart, 
fpeaking of the Englifli when in poffeflion 
of Aquitaine, the land of claret, fays, Ils 
f’enyveroit moult trijlement a la mode de leur 
f “ They got drunk very forrowfully, 
according to the cuftom of their country.” 
And we muft allow, that it has been the ge­
neral opinion, although we think very mif- 
takenly, that there is more mirth in France 
than there is in our ifland (be it remembered, 
however, that although we ufe the prefent 
tenfe, wre are fpeaking of what England 
lately was, and we hope foon will again be, 
not of what fhe now is ; for our mirth feems 
to be flown along with the reft of our vir­
tues. A Frenchman, indeed, conftantly 
grins. In arms : Victorious, he grins ; con­
quered, he alfo grins. In arts: If fuccefs- 
ful, he grins; if unfuccefsful (which, how­
ever, he is not eafily perfuaded he can be), 
he grins on. In love : If he gains his mif- 
trefs, or if any body elfe get her from him, 

ftill he grins. In fhort, whether fortunate 
or unfortunate, whether pleated or difpleafed, 
you never fee a Frenchman but upon the 
broad grin. But this conftant grin is no more 
the indication of true mirth in the French­
man, than it is in the head of a bafs viol; 
and although the Frenchman grins until, ac­
cording to Falftaff’s fimile, his face looks 
like a wet cloak ill laid up, yet the grin, as 
we have before obferved, is not the diftin- 
guifhing mark of rationality. It is indeed as’ 
abfurd to think the Frenchman is merry be- 
caufe he grins, as to fuppofe the widow is 
forrowful becaufe fhe weeps; or that the 
undertaker, who puts on a grave countenance 
whilft he is taking meafure of the aiderman 
for his coffin, would be more pleafed to fee 
his worlhip alive. No ; it is the laugh, the 
hearty laugh alone which is the true mark of 
rationality, and the true fign of mirth, that 
is, of wifdom : and the laugh of half a dozen 
jolly Englifhmen, fuch as Englifhmen once 
were, would have fhaken a whole battalion 
of French into convulfions.

On GENTILITY and GOOD-BREEDING.

THERE is no attribute of which the ac- 
quifltion is more generally fought, than 

is that of gentility; and yet this almoft univer­
sally defired quality is perhaps altogether in­
capable of definition. It hath, indeed, in our 
idea, a merely relative exiftence; and as no­
thing can be pronounced great or little, but 
in comparifon to fome other matter of a fi- 
milar nature ; fo nothing can, we think, be 
accounted genteel, or otherwife, but by a like 
mode of reference.

Gentility, however, whether it be pofitive 
or relative, whether it be adlual or ideal, is the 
great aim of much the greater part of the 
human fpecies, and of none more than of 
thofe whom fate has thrown into a line the 
moft apparently devious from the wiflied-for 
track.

To a thorough knowledge of this corner of 
■the human mind are we to afcribe the epi­
thet of genteel, which we fo often fee be­
llowed on the various alehoufes, chandler’s 
fliops and coalfheds, which are daily adver- 
tifed to be let in this metropolis; not but al­
though the alehoufe or the chandler’s fhop 
keeper may not be efteemed to move in a 
very genteel fphere, by thofe of certain other 
ranks of the community, yet if we confider 
gentility as being merely comparative, this 
attribute may not always be affumed, even 
•in thofe cafes, without fome degree of found­
ation. The worthy gentlemen who advertife 
night work performed genteelly, do not in- 
$l.eed, we imagine, apply that epithet fo the 

work itfelf, but to the manner of perform­
ance; fothat they may certainly have an equal 
or even a fuperior right to pride themfelves 
upon elegance of manner to a Veftris or a 
Lepicq, if engaged in the fame occupation.

We hope we ftiall be excufed for a mo­
mentary digreffion, into which we feel our- 
felves, as it were, forced by the mention of 
thefe celebrated names. Great was the outcry 
upon the attachment of our people of rank to 
thefe profeffors of “ the light fantaftic toe;” 
but although we cannot blame thofe capering 
gentlemen for picking up as many of our 
guineas as they could find fools to part with ; 
yet had this been Morocco, and we had been 
emperors, or had we been defpots of this 
country, we certainly fhould have command­
ed them tO' appear in a Ballet de Fidangeur, 
(Nightmen’s Ballet) and all their votaries to 
have aflifted at the performance.

But to return to the fubjeft before us: Now, 
although it may feem ridjculous to attribute 
gentility to perfons of certain trades or pro- 
feffions (dnd yet were thofe who fmile whert 
they look down upon affectation of gentility 
in their inferiors, to caft their eyes upwards, 
they would not feldom find themfelves equal, 
and equally juft, objects of ridicule to their 
fuperiors upon the fame fcore), there are 
moft certainly gentlemen and gentlewomen 
in every ftation of life. But this fo much de­
fired, and fo much to be defired character is, 
we apprehend, indefinable, and by no means 
univerfally equally attainable. To thofe of 

lower
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lower rank, it is in general the gift of nature 
folely; and fo liberal is flie fometimes in 
this particular, that we often fee perfons who, 
without the leaft opportunity of attainment 
either from education or from the company 
they have kept, poffefs behaviour which 
would not difgrace a drawing-room; for where 
there is natural good breeding, the ignorance 
of fome few rules of artificial manners is mat­
ter of little confequence.

Education will indeed much improve ths 
character, but the foundation muft be in na­
ture ; and there are from whom it is as ab- 
furd to expedt elegance of behaviour, what­
ever may have been their opportunities, as it 
would be to expedt matter-pieces of painting, 
or of fculpture, from thofe who have no ge­
nius for the arts.

Lord Chefterfield treats of this matter as 
purely artificial, and feemsto fuppofe the be­
haviour of a gentleman may be put on,, as 
may a fine fuit of cloatbs. Now, although we 
will allow that any one may mend his own 
manners, yet it is impoffible for any perfon 
to put on the manner of another, without 
difcovery. The noble Earl himfelf had, ac­
cording to his own account, taken no fmall 
pains to attain both the manners and the ap­
pearance of a gentleman ; and although he 
feems to have entertained not even the fufpi- 
cion of doubt of his fuccefs in either inftance, 
yet had not his manners much the pre-emi­
nence over thofe of his neighbours: and as to 
appearance, fcarce ever did dancing-matter 
look lefs like the gentleman than did his lord- 
ffiip. ■

The ftatue is, according to the old idea, 
always in block; but this is not the cafe with 
man. A Phidias or a Praxiteles might produce 
an elegant figure out of any tolerable found 
piece of marble. But let us fuppofe the atten­
tion of the whole polite world to have been af­
fixed to the late Dr. Goldfmith from the hour 
of his birth, would that attention have produced 
the gentleman ?' No ; he might, indeed, have 
been wearied into imitations of gentility, as 
the bear is taught to dance, by putting hot

EXTRACTS from the APHORISMS of GREAT MEN.

Sir Thomas Wiatt.
ET my friend bring me in, but let my 
merit and fervice keep me there.

Sir John Fineux.
Nile’s original is hidden, but his ftream 

is famous.
His device upon his ferjeant’s ring was, 

“ S^uifqua fuce fortunes faber."
Edward Fox, Biffiop of Hereford.

He that hath mettle to be extravagant 
when he cannot govern himfelf, hath a fpirit 
to be eminent when he can. 

irons under his feet; but the gentility of the 
Doctor would in fuch cafe have plainly ap­
peared, as doth that of the bear, to have been 
(to fpeak in the Johnfonian ftile) the produc­
tion of pain, and the offspring of conftraint.

It is indeed impoffible to make any one a 
gentleman, as Moliere’s peafant was made a 
phyfician, malgre lui; and there is in fome 
characters a certain vis inertia towards gen­
tility, which no power can overcome; and 
even where there is an inclination, unlefs 
nature has alfo bellowed certain other necef- 
fary requifites, that inclination will not be en­
tirely fuccefsful.

But although it may not be in every one’s 
power to attain that elegance of manner 
which is fo engaging in, and in general fo ad­
vantageous to, the poffeffors of fuch elegance, 
none fhould therefore be deterred from aim­
ing at that attainment, as all may be fure of 
partial, if not total fuccefs in fuch aim.

Attention to the company, fo regulated as 
to prevent that attention giving trouble, is 
perhaps almoft the whole of good breeding. 
It is an old faying, that the king can make a 
lord, but he cannot make a gentleman ; and 
yet a lord may make himfelf a gentleman, 
with lefs trouble, perhaps, than can a perfon 
of inferior degree, as attention from fuperiors 
is ever more pleafing than is that from equals 
or from inferiors.

It would far exceed our limits to enter into 
the various particulars which conftitute gen­
tility of behaviour ; but there is one fimplc 
circumftance which we have often obferved 
to have a wonderful effedt in this cafe ; we 
mean, the taking care to be acquainted with 
the name of every one into whofe company 
a perfon happens to be introduced, and ad- 
dreffing each by name. The Romans who 
were candidates for public offices were fo 
fenfible of the effedb of this kind of attention, 
that they hired men to attend them, whofe 
prqfeffion it was to be acquainted with the 
names of all the citizens; but this furely muft 
have had a very aukward appearance. ,

Sloanian MS. 1523.

His father’s money helped him to his par- 
fonage, his mother’s wit to his biffioprick.

Take the emperor’s money, faid he to 
his followers (who were afraid to accept 
what he had refuted), for you are not all 
the King of England’s Ambaffadors.

Sir Anthony St. Leger.
Three things he faid would fettle a ftate, 

1. Good godfathers and godmothers perform­
ing their vows. 2. Good houfeholders over­
looking their families. 3. Good fchoolmaf- 
ters educating youth.

Sis.
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Sir Ralph Sadler.
Never fpend that time in defigning one 

aftion, in which you might perform two- 
Thomas Wriothesley, the firft Earl of 

Southampton.
Every man fold the king that fold juftice.
Every week he had a fchedule of his own 

accounts, and every month of his fervants’.
Sir John Fitz-James.

When his coufin urged for a kindnefs, Come 
to my houfe, faid the Judge, I will deny you 
nothing; come to the King’s Court, and I 
muft do juftice.

His faith was, I believe as the church be­
lieves ; and the great rule of his practice was, 
I will do as the law directs.

Sir Thomas Howard.
Policy and friendfhip are incompatible. 

“ Norfolk begs that life which he had ven­
tured two and thirty times for his fovereign.”

Who knows the cares that go to bed with 
ftatefmen ?

Sir Edward Howard.
Never did fea-man good, that was not re- 

folute to a degree of madnefs.
Lord Hunsdon.

To have the courage to obferve an affront, 
is to be even with an adverfary ; to have the 
patience to forgive it, is to be above him. 
Sir Francis Talbot, Earl of Shrewfbury.

Nobility without virtue is a dilgrace, vir­
tue without nobility is low ; but nobility 
adorned with virtue raifeth a man as high as 
nature reacheth.

The Duke of Norfolk.
The moft honourable perfonages, like the 

moft honourable coat of arms, are leaft 
gawdy.

Sir Nicholas Throckmorton.
To prevent is the policy of all nations; to 

be powerful, is ours.
England is never peaceable but in arms.
France can neither be poor nor abftain 

from arms three years together. Temfora 
mutantur.

THEATRICAL JOURNAL.

Drury- Lane.
March 8.

New mufical entertainment was re- 
prefented, for the firft time, called, 

« The DOUBLE DISGUISE.” 
Dramatis Person.t.

Lord Hartwell, Mr. Barrymore. 
Sir Richard Evergreen, Mr. Parlons.
Tinfel, - - Mr. Dodd,
Sam, (a Poftillion) Mr. Burton. 
Emily, - - - - Mifs Phillips. 
Mifs Dor. Evergreen, Mrs. Hopkins. 
Rofe, (an IrilhWait- ? „r . , .ingMaid) j Mrs. Wnghten.

Servants, &c.

Thefftory is that of a Servant perfonating 
his mafter, in order to make a fortune by 
marrying the young lady intended for that 
mafter, and only differs from the plan in Neck 
or Nothing, by the fervant, after he comes to 
the intended bride’s houfe, changing his plan, 
and paying his addreffes to the aunt inftead of 
the niece. A poft-chaife boy is in league 
with the fteward, and, when threatened, dif- 
covers the plot.

The mufic is light and pleafing. Some 
of the paffages in the overture were much 
relifhed.

THE HIVE: A Collection of Scraps.

A PARALLEL, on feeing a famous Aftrefs 
in the Gallery of St. Martin’s, after the 
reft of the Congregation were departed, to 
avoid a Prefentation of Benevolence to the 
Weftminfter Difpenfary.

------ Y and S------ ns, rivals are for fame, 
One has true merit—th’ other has a name.

When pity pleads—this their criterion (hews: 
S------ ns but mimics—B------ y truly does !
Lines written on a Window al an Inn, under fame 

infamous Verfe.
WHEN Dryden’s clown, unknowing what 

he fought,
His hours in whiffling fpsnt, for want of 

thought,

The guiltlefs oaf his vacancy of fenfe 
Supplied, and amply too, by innocence. 
Did modern fwains, poffefs’d of Cy mans pow’rs, 
In Cyn.on’s manner wafte their weary hours, 
Th’ indignant trav’ller w’ould not blufhing fee 
This cryftal pane difgrac’d with infamy 1

Severe the fate of modem fools, alas 1 
When Vice and Folly mark them as they pafs: 
Like pois’nous vermin o’er the whiten’d wall, 
The filth they leave—ffill points out where 

they crawl 1
EPIGRAM.—On a Lady who fquint cd. 

IF ancient poets Argus prize, 
Wh© boafted of a hundred eyes ;
Sure greater praife to her is due
Who looks a hundred ways with two.

EPIGRAM,



FOR MA

E P I G R A M.
GEORG ITM SIDUS, the new-difcovered 

Planet.
BRITAIN, in fpite of ev’ry blow, 

Thy George fuperior ftill fhall rife ;
Fate leflen’d here his realms below, 

And gave him kingdoms in the Ikies.
PARLIAMENTARY REFORM. 

tjueflion and ylnpMer.
£L REFORM the Parliament! pray tell me 

how ?
A. Make men a-new: No other way I know.
Epitaph on the late HOUSE of COMMONS. 

(Pin Imitation.),
THIS Houfe was the. belt that e’er motion 

was made in,
For faction, and noife, and alternate upbraid­

ing ;
But for Charters and People, for Peers and 

the Throne,
’Twas the very worft Houfe that ever was 

known.
EPITAPH on an ATTORNEY. 

HERE lieth one who often lied before, 
But now he lieth here, he lies no more !

The following is anexaft copy of the lines 
with which Sir Richard Hill concluded a fpeech 
in the Houfe of Commons :
His Majefty’s molt gracious Anfwer to the 

Mover of the late humble, loyal, dutiful, 
refpellful Addrefs.
With all humility I own
Thy power fupreme to mount my throne ;
And to thy guardian care I give 
That fcare-crow thing, Prerogative *.  
O teach my Crown to know its place, 
Hide it beneath the Speaker’s Mace j-. 
To rule and reign be wholly thine; 
The name of King he only mine.

* Lord North’s own expreffion in a late fpeech.
+ It was propofed by an honourable member to put the Mace under the table, if the 

Crown got the better in the prefent ftruggle.
| Alluding to the print of Mr. Fox riding upon an elephant, in the character of Carlo 

Khan.
|| The Man of the People was the name by which Mr. Fox was diftinguifhed in the days 

of his popularity.
§ The appellation given by Mr. Sheridan to Mr. Pitt, borrowed from the play of the Al~ 

chemift.
ej The expreflion fo much agitated in the late attempts to bring about an union.
** The Treafury Board.
■f f The French name, for the blue ribband.
|| The Jews’ quarter.

Treafurer ?

All hail to thee, Great Carlo Khan J 1 
The Prince’s Prince, the People’s Man j|.
I’ll ne’er prefume to damp thy joy 5 
I’ll now difmifs the angry Boy §.
Tho’ virtue be his only crime, 
That’s fault enough—-at fuch a time. 
And for the reft, I’ll leave to you, 
The terms of fair and equal too * * * § **

R. C H, 1784- 183

The Board’s ** before thee : all is thine, 
So let thy needy jobbers dine, 
But don’t forget th’ obfequious crew 
Of thy fair fpoufe, en cordon bleu f j- ;
,Nor grudge with handfuls to folace
Old Ifrael’s circumcifed race
Of ufeful friends, about Duke’s Place ||.
Plnecdpte.-—In the reign of James II. the 

Court was bufy in making converts to the 
Roman Catholic faith, and fome of the new 
papi'fts pretended on this occafion to have feen 
vifions ; and amongft the reft Joe Haines, the 
comedian, who profefled himfelf a convert, 
declared that the Virgin Mary had appeared 
to him. Lord Sunderland being informed of 
this, fent for him, alked him about the truth 
of his converfion, and whether he had really 
feen the Virgin ? “ Yes, my lord, I affure you 
’tis a faft !”—“ How was it, pray?”—“ Why, 
as I was lying in my bed, the Virgin appeared 
to me, and faid, “ Arife, Joe!” “ You lie, 
you rogue,” replied the Earl; “ for had it 
really been the Virgin herfelf, fhe fhould have 
faid, Arife, Jofeph! at leaft, if it had been 
only out of refpedt to her hulband !”

Bon. Mot.—During the late contefted elec­
tion at Colchefter, the returning officer, who 
is a miller, received many heavy tokens of the 
mob’s difpleafure, on account of fome deci- 
iion which they deemed illegal. Not a little 
agitated on the occafion, he turned round to 
Mr. Rigby and faid, “ He hoped to God he 
was fafe in what he had done ?”—“ O yes,” 
rejoins Mr. R------, “ as fafe as a thief in a
mill.”

A celebrated phyfician was fent for to a 
lady who imagined herfelf very ill; when he 
came, fhe complained difmally that fhe eat 
too much, flept too found, and had a very- 
alarming flow of fpirits. “ Make _ ourfelf 
perfectly eafy, Madam,” faid the doftor; 
“ only follow my prefcriptions, and you fhall 
foon have no reafon to complain of any fuch 
things.”

A dancing-mafter alked one of his friends 
if it was true that Harley was Lord High
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Treafurer ? Cl It is,” fays his friend. “ That 
is very amazing,” faid the dancing-mafter : 
« what merit can the Queen find in that 
man ? I had him two years for a pupil, and I 
declare I could never make any thing of him.”

The. C i b b f. r.
SEVERAL years fince Mrs. Willis, an 

excellent adtrefs in low comedy, having lived 
to a great age, with its worfe companion 
Poverty, a chari,able fubfcription was fet on 
foot for her relief among the players, who 
feldom turn their backs upon want and af­
fliction. The. Cibber, the diffipated fon of 
the Laureat, was then young and very extra- 

' vagant. When Mrs. Willis applied to him, 
he put her off with the excufe, “ that he 
had a large family to provide for.”—“ O dear 
Sir, (faid fhe) how can that be ? you have 
neither wife nor child.”'—“ It may be fo,” 
replied the humourift—“ But I have a large 
family of vices, Madam.”

Michael Stoppelaer.
THIS honeft Teague had the faculty of 

uttering abfurd fpeeches and difagreeable 
truths, without any defign of giving offence.— 
Rich, the late Manager of Govent-Garden 
Theatre/ talking to fome of the ad'tors when 
Stoppelaer was prefent, concerning an agree­
ment he had made with Hallam greatly to 
his own difadvantage—Stoppelaer (hook his 
head, and faid with a fignificant look, “ By 
my (houl, Sir, he has got the blind fide of 
you there.”—Rich, apprehenfive of hearing 
fomething more ofienfive, abruptly left the 
company, when one of Mich.’s friends, who 
was by, obferved that his fpeech was exceed­
ingly improper and affronting, as every body 
knew Mr. Rich had a great blemifh in one 
of his eyes.—“ Upon my credit, (returned 
Mich.) I never heard of it before ; but I’ll 
go immediately and aik his pardon.”—Which 
he prefently did with great folemnity.

Another time, when the fweeteft favourite 
of the Tragic Mufe was performing Belvide­
re, Mich, being inflamed with liquor, made 
fuch a difturbance by the fide of the fcene, 
that when that celebrated adlrefs came off 
the ftage, fhe rebuked him in very fevere 
terms for his rude behaviour. Irritated at 
tills, the intoxicated comedian replied in very 
coarfe language, and concluded with calling 
the fair-one—“ an adulterous huifey.” The 
next morning, when Mich, came to rehear- 
fal, he could hardly believe he had been ca­
pable of fuch indecency, and running up to 
Mrs. C------ , who was rehearfing, made
three or four aukward bows, faying, “ I beg 
ten thoufand pardons, Madam, for the fhock- 
ing names I called you laft night; but I. was

very much overtaken------ and children and
drunken men generally tell the truth—-you 
know.” ,

A Correfpondent being upon an excurfion 
into South Wales, at a confiderable market­
town met with the following advertifement, 
the peculiarity of which afforded him fome 
amufement, and he fuppofes it may not be un­
acceptable to our readers in general:—“ To 
the inhabitants of the town of--------- alfo
the nobility and gentry, of either fex, who 
may refort to that favourite watering place, 
the enfuing feafon, for pleafure or the benefit 
of bathing. This is intended to inform the 
world, that a native of Taunton, in Somer- 
fetlhire, Mr. Thomas Lemon, has had the 
honour to cany arms in the Cardigan batta­
lion, and was particularly diftinguifbed in the 
courfe of laft campaign, when he had the 
good fortune to be employed on fome emi­
nent Cervices, not far from the encampment 
at Wevel, near Gofport—the advanced poft 
of his Majefty's Britifh dominions. He com­
bines the intrepidity of Alexander with the 
caution of Fabius ; his principles patriotic ; 
equal to Csefar as a man, nor inferior to 
Brutus as the friend of liberty. Amorous 
as Antony, and, like him too, of irre- 
fiftible perlon. Incorrupt as Ariftides ; 
patient as Socrates ; eloquent as Cicero. 
In manners and addrefs, what Chefterfield 
was, he is. Although a ftranger to Locke, 
and unacquainted with Newton, he is familiar 
with the Seven Wife Mafters.------ The ex­
traordinary young man, at the conclufion of 
the war, received his difcharge from the fer- 
vice of his countiy ; not enriched by plunder, 
rapine, or extortion. Poor as Fabricius he 
retires, and now praCtifes the improvement 
of thofe heads •without, which nothing can 
•within.

“ He is avowedly the firft- hair- 
dreli’er, (haver, and wig-maker, of the pre­
fent age ; and humbly folicits that encourage­
ment and fupport, his tranfcendent abilities 
and exalted virtues fojuftly demand.”

si Bon Mot.------ A perfon reading a para­
graph in the papers, that a large piece of land 
had been nvajbed atuay by an inundation in 
Poland, but that the account wanted confir­
mation ; a gentleman obferved, even admit­
ting it was true, one might fafely fay, there 
was no ground for the report.

EPITAPH.
On DEFUNCT COALITION. 
UNDERNEATH this (tone doth lie, 
As much knavery as could die ;
Which, when alive, did vigour give 
To as much treachery as could live

* See an Epitaph of Ben Tonfon in. the Spectator.
T H 3



Dramatic Miscellanies; confifting of critical Observations on Several Plays of Shakfpeare : 
With a Review of his principal Charafters, and thofe of various eminent Writers, as 
represented by Mr. Garrick and other celebrated Comedians: With Anecdotes of Dra­
matic Poets, Aftors, &c. By Thomas Davies. 3 Vols. 8vo.

* H E entertainments of the Stage com- 
.1 pofe So great, and we may add So inno­

cent, a portion of the amufement of life, that 
it may be eReemed a matter of furprize that 
So little attention has been paid to the hiftory 
of the Theatres by writers of any eminence. 
Of the numerous frequenters of the play- 
houfes, few will condefcend to confider what 
paffes before them in any other light than 
mere tranfient objefts of momentary gratifi­
cation, to be looked at and forgotten, to be 
Seen and thought of no more. The memo­
rials of paffed pleafures ought not however 
to be neglefted. They are fraught with 
amufement, and they anfwer more valuable 
purpofes. By means of them the tafte of 
the public at different periods is exhibited, the 
variations noted, the caufes ascertained, and 
the improvement or decline in manners and 
morals traced from their Source to their ef- 
fefts.

The author of thefe volumes, from his 
Situation and abilities, is well qualified to en­
tertain his readers on the fubjeft of the The­
atre. He has long been converfant with the 
Drama, and has evidently looked upon the 
entertainments of the Theatre equally in a 
critical and a candid point of view. His 
observations are judicious, his anecdotes amu- 
Sing, and his ftriftures humane and impartial.

After a Dedication to the Prince of Wales 
rather too high-feafoned with politicks, we 
are prefented with an Advertisement, in 
which the author Sets forth his plan, and the 
affiftances he received in its .execution. In 
the courfe of this part of his work we have 
fome ftriftures 011 trie representatives of the 
late Mr. Garrick, and a further difplay of 
the benevolence of our admired Rofcius. Mr. 
Davies informs us, he is now at the advanced 
age of 70, and intimates his intention of re­
signing his pen. We fee no appearance of 
debility in the faculties of our author’s mind,

and hope to find him Still continuing to enter­
tain the public on fuch fubjefts, as, from the 
prefent fpecimen and his Life of Garrick, 
we deem him fully competent to.

The firft volume contains observations and 
notes on King John, Richard II. Firft and 
Second Parts of Henry IV. and Henry VIII. 
with anecdotes of the Several performers in 
thofe plays.

The Second, on All’s Well that Ends Well, 
Every Man in his Humour, on Ben Jonfon, 
on Macbeth, on Julius Caefar, on King Lear, 
on Antony and Cleopatra, and on Rule a 
Wife and have a Wife.

The third has for its fubjeft Hamlet, Dry­
den, Otway, Alexander, The Rehearfal, Con­
greve, Betterton, and Cibber.

As a fpecimen of the entertainment the 
reader may expeft, we Shall feleft the laft 
chapter of the third volume, which, from the 
title, is devoted to Colley Cibber, but which, 
as will be Seen, is not entirely confined to 
him.

“ To a player we are indebted for the re­
formation of the Stage. The firft comedy, 
afted Since the Restoration, in which were 
preferred purity of manners and decency of 
language, with a due refpeft to the honour of 
the marriage-bed, was Colley Cibber’s Love’s 
laft Shift, or the Fool in Fafhion. The prin­
cipal plot of this play was not unknown to 
the Englilh theatre : Amanda’s fcheme to al­
lure her profligate hufband to her arms, by 
perfonating another woman, refembles the 
contrivance of Helen in All’s Well that Ends 
Well, and Still more, I believe, the wife’s 
fcheme in Shirley’s Gamefter. The fuccefs of 
this piece exceeded greatly the author’s expec­
tation ; but lb little was hoped from the ge­
nius of Cibber, that the critics reproached him 
with Stealing his play. To his cenfurers he 
makes a Serious defence of himfelf, in his de­
dication to Richard Norton, Efq. of South-
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wick, a gentleman who was fo fond of ftage 
plays and players, that he has been accufed of 
turning his chapel into a theatre.

“ The furious John Dennis, who hated 
Cibber for obftrudling, as he imagined, the 
progrefs of his tragedy called The Invader 
of his Country, in very pafiionate terms de­
nies his claim to this comedy : ‘ When the 
Fool in Fafhion was firft afted,’ fays the cri­
tic, ‘ Cibber was hardly twenty years of age; 
now could he,' at the age of twenty, write a 
Comedy with, a juft defign, diftinguifhed cha­
racters, and a proper dialogue, who now, at 
forty, treats us with Hibernian fenfe and Hi­
bernian Englifli ?’

“ Poor Cibber I it was his hard fate to have 
his belt comedies attributed to any body but 
himfelf. His Carelefs Hufband was, for a 
long time, given to the Duke of Argyle and 
other noblemen. Nothing could put an end 
to fuch ungenerous and weak fuggeftions but 
his fcenes of high life in the Provoked Huf­
band, which he proved to be his own by 
printing the unfinifhed MS. of Sir John Van­
brugh’s play, called a Journey to London.— 
Some comic characters of this writer were 
feverely treated by the audience, becaufe fup- 
pofed to be written by Cibber.

44 In Love’s laft Shift, the audience were 
particularly charmed with the great fcene in 
the laft a<ft, where the ill-treated and aban­
doned wife reveals herfelf to her furprifed 
and admiring hufband. The joy of unex­
pected reconcilement, from Lovelefs’s re- 
morfe and penitence, fpread fuch an uncom­
mon rapture of pleafure in the audience, that 
never were fpeftators more happy in eafing 
their minds by uncommon and repeated plau­
dits. The honeft tears filed by the audience 
at this interview, conveyed a ftrong reproach 
to our licentious poets, and to Cibber the 
higheft mark of honour. The uncommon 
run of this comedy, which I have been told 
formerly, by feveral who lived at that time, 
was greatly admired and followed, is a con­
vincing proof that the people at large are ne­
ver fo vicious as to abandon the caule of de­
cency and virtue, and that it was entirely 
owing to our dramatic writers themfelves, 
that plays were, not leffons of morality as well 
as amufements of pleafure. While Congreve’s 
plays were ailed with applaufe at Lincoln’s- 
inn-fields theatre, Cibber’s Love’s laft Shift, 
Vanbrugh’s Relapfe, and Southern’s Oroono- 
ko, were fuccefsfully opppfed to them at 
Drury-lane. But, while Cibber, by his new 
comedy, and his peculiar merit in acting fop- 
pifh and other parts, drew crouds after him, 
the parfimpnious and ungrateful patentees al- 
lotted him no larger income than thirty or 
forty (hillings per week.

*4 Sir Novelty Fafhion was a true picture 

of manners in the fop of the times. Before 
this author wrote, our affedted gentlemen of 
the ftage were, I believe, not quite fo enter­
taining with their extravagances, nor fo learned 
in their profeffion of foppery. Etherege’s 
Sir Fopling Flutter is rather a copy of Mo­
liere's Marquis than a thing of Englifli growth. 
Crown’s Sir Courtly Nice is, in a few iha- 
dows, diftinft from the other, by being more 
infignificantly foft and more pompoufly im­
portant. Sir Courtly’s fong, of 1 flop thief 1’ 
is a tranflation from a fonnet of the French 
poet. The prefenting the reader with Sir 
Novelty’s drefs will revive the idea of the 
long-forgotten beau of King William’s time. 
In the genuine language of a fop, who ex­
perts his miftrefs fhould admire him for his 
outfide decoration rather than the accomplifh- 
ments of his mind, Sir Novelty tells Narciffa, 
that his fine fafhioned fuit raifes a great num­
ber of ribbon-weavers: 4 In fhort, madam, 
the cravat-ftring, the garter, the fword-knot, 
the cimfturine, the bardalh, the lieinkirk, 
the large button, the plume, and full peruke, 
were all created, cried down, and revived, 
by me.’ Such a drefs of antient foppery, ex­
hibited at a mafquerade, would draw as ma­
ny admirers as any habit of modern inven­
tion.

44 In his Narciffa, afted by Mrs. Mont­
ford, Cibber drew an outline of a coquet in 
high life; of which character he afterwards 
made a finifhed picture, in his Lady Betty 
Modifh. Befides the honour of reforming 
the moral of comedy, Cibber was the firft 
who introduced men and women of high 
quality on the ftage, and gave them language 
and manners fuitable to their rank and 
birth.

44 Mrs., Cibber, the wife of Colley, whofe 
name is feldom to be found in any of the per- 
fonse dramatis, was his Hillaria. So much 
depended on Amanda, and especially in the 
two laft acts, that the fuccefs of the play muft, 
in fome meafure, be owing to the adlrefs, 
Mrs. Rogers, who continued a favourite of 
the public till her merit was eciipfed by the 
fuperior fplendor of an Oldfield. Sir William 
Wifewould, the old gentleman, who pre­
tends to great chmmand over his paflions, and 
is conttantly fubdued by them, is, I think, a 
new' character; and, I believe, the firft, of 
confequence, which gave old Ben Jonion an 
opportunity todifeover his great comic powers : 
he had been juft Brought to London from air 
itinerant company. The audience faw his 
merit, and cheriihed it through life, from 
1695 to 1742.

44 Mr. Horden, the fon of a clergyman, a 
very promifing young atftor, and remarkable 
for his fine perfon, was the Young Worthy. 
This gentleman was bred a fcholar : he com­

plimented
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plimerited teorge Powell, in a Latin enco­
mium, on his Treacherous Brothers. He 
was foon after killed, in an accidental fray, 
at the bar of the'Rofe-tavern, which was at 
that time remarkable for entertaining all forts 
of company, and fubjeft, of consequence, to 
riot and diforder.—-—-In this houfe George 
Powell fpent great part of his time; and of­
ten toafted, to intoxication, his miftrefs, with 
bumpers of Nantz brandy ; lie came fome- 
times fo warm, with that nob's fpirit, to the 
theatre, that he courted the ladies fo furioufly 
on ths flage, that, in the opinion of Sir John 
Vanbrugh, they were almoft in. danger of be­
ing conquered on the fpot. Powell was a 

‘principal player of Drury-lane when Love’s 
laft Shift was firft acted: fome quarrel or 
difference between him and Cibber, we may 
reafonably fuppofe, prevented his having a 
part in the play, confidering there were two, 
at leaft, well fuited to his abilities, Lovelefs 
and Young Worthy. Verbruggen he chofe 
to reprefent the former. As the Mifcellanies 
are drawing to a conclufion, I (hall not have 
fo fit an opportunity to do juftice to the me­
rits of an after of whom Cibber fpeaks fo 
fparingly and coldly.

“ Cibber and Verbruggen were two diffi- 
pated young fellows, who determined, in op- 
pofition to the advice of friends, to become 
great aftors. Much about the fame time, 
they were conftant attendants upon Downs, 
the prompter of Drury-lane, in expectation 
of employment. What the firft part was, in 
which Verbruggen diftinguifhed himfclf, can- 
n >t now be known. But Mr. Richard Crofs, 
late prompter of Drury-lane theatre, gave me 
the following hiftory of Colley Cibber’s firft 
eftablifhment as a hired aftor. He was known 
only, for fome years, by the name of Mafter 
Colley. After waiting impatiently a long 
time for the prompter’s notice, by good for­
tune he obtained the honour of carrying a 
meffage on the ftage, in fome play, to Bet­
terton. Whatever was the caufe, Mafter 
Colley was fo terrified, that the feene was 
difconcerted by him. Betterton alked, in 
fome anger, who the young fellow was that 
had committed the blunder. Downs replied, 
‘ Mafter Colley.’------ ‘ Mafter Colley ! then
forfeit him.’------ ‘ Why, fir,’ faid the promp­
ter, ‘ he lias no falary.’------ No !’ faid the old
man ; ‘ why then put him down ten fliil- 
lings a week, and forfeit him 5s.’

“ To this good-natured adjuftment of re­
ward and punilhment, Cibber owed the firft 
money he took in the treafurer’s office.

“ Verbruggen was fo paffionately fond of 
Alexander the Great, at that time the hero 
of the aftors, that the players and the public 
knew him, for fome years, by no other name. 
I have feen the name of Mr. Alexander to

feveral parts in Dryden’s plays; to Ptolemy in 
Cleomenes King of Sparta, to Aurelius‘in K. 
Arthur, and Ramirez in Love Triumphant, 
or Nature Will Prevail. Verbruggen, I be­
lieve, did not affume his own name, in the 
play-houfe-bills, till the feceffion of Betterton 
and others, frqm Drury-lane, in 1695. The 
author of the Laureat fays, that the name of 
Colley was inferted in the charafters of fe­
veral plays. For this I have fearched in 
vain ; the earlieft proof of Cibber’s appear­
ing in any part is amongft the dramatis per- 
fonae of Southern’s Sir Antony Love, afted 
for the firft time in 1691, in which his name 
is placed to a Servant. That Verbruggen and 
Cibber did not accord is plainly infinuated by 
the author of the Laureat. It was known that 
the former would refent an injury, and that 
the latter’s valour was entirely paffive. The 
temper of Verbruggen may be known from 
a ftbry, which I have been often told by the 
old comedians as a certain faft, and which 
found its way into fome temporary publication.

“ Verbruggen, in a difpute with one of 
King Charles’s illegitimate fons, was fo far 
tranfported by hidden anger, as to flrike 
him, and call him a fon of a whore.—The 
affront was given, it feems, behind the feenes 
of Drury-lane. Complaint was made of this 
daring infult on a nobleman ; and Verbruggen 
was told, he muft either not aft in London, 
or fubmit publicly to afk the nobleman’s par­
don. During the time of his being interdift- 
ed afting, he had engaged liimfelf to Better­
ton’s theatre. He contented to afk pardon, 
on liberty granted to exprefs hisfubmiffion in 
his own terms. He came on the ftage dreffed 
for the part of Oroonoko; and, after the ufual 
preface, owned that he had called the Duke 
of St. A. a fon of a whore : ‘ It is true, and 
I am forry for it.’ On faying this, he invited 
the company prefent to fee him aft the part 
of Oroonoko at the theatre in Lincoln’s-inn- 
fields.

“ To Cibber’s paffive valour Lord Chefter- 
field ironically alludes in a weekly paper, 
called Common-Sente : ‘ Of all the come­
dians who have appeared on the ftage in my 
memory, no one has taken a kicking with 
fuch humour as our excellent laureat.’ He 
is thus characterized in the Hiftory of the two 
Stages: ‘ He is always repining at the fuccefs 
of others; and, upon the. ftage, is always 
making his fellow-aftors uneafy.’ Whatever 
glofs Cibber might put on his conduit, and 
however, in his Apology, he may extol the 
equanimity of his own temper, there is too 
much reafon to believe part of this charge to 
be true. Cibber, however, chofe Verbrug­
gen for his Lovelefs, and certainly from a 
confidence in his faperior abilities, in prefe­
rence to any other after.

A a 2 “In
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“In 1696, Verbruggen was called upon to 
an exertion of his talents in tragedy. The 
part of Oroonoko was afllgned him by South­
ern, by the fpecial advice of William Caven- 
dilh, the firft Duke of Devonfhire. This 
we are told in the dedication to his grace : 
he adds, ‘ that it was Verbruggen’s endea­
vour, in the performance of that part, to me­
rit the duke’s recommendation.’ A more ex­
alted character, dignified with the nobleft fa­
culties of the mind, is not to be found in the 
Englifh theatre. The pafllon of love is no 
where fo tenderly or ardently expreifed. Cily 
her meanly drops any mention of the man Who 
firft adted this greatoriginal part. From Ver­
bruggen’s Oroonoko, Tom Elrington, an ex­
cellent general player, caught a moft noble 
flame of imitation.—In the furprife of Oroo­
noko, on his unexpectedly meeting with Imo- 
inda, a fituation which calls for an aClor of 
the greateft genius, Elrington charmed all who 
taw'his adtion and heard his expreflion. I 
have heard Mr. Macklin fpeak of Elrington’s 
excellence, in this fcene, with rapture.—Bar­
ry himfelf was not always equally happy in 
this fuperior lover. Garrick feldom failed ; 
but he was not equally fuccefsful in Oroo­
noko ; the luftre of his eye was loft in the 
fhade of the black colour ; nor was his voice 
fo finely adapted to the melting and paffionate 
addrefles and feelings of the lover, as to the 
more violent emotions of the heart. A far­
ther confirmation of Cibber’s unfair repre- 
fentation of Verbruggen’s merit was the con- 
ftant refpeCt paid to him by fuch capable 
judges of merit as Congreve and Rowe, who 
trufted him with fome of their moft difficult 
characters. He was the original Bajazet; and 
the author of the Laureat thinks that the part 
has not been equally aCted fince. It is faid, 
he once boafted that he friglitened a bailiff 
from purfuit of him, by putting on. hit Baja.- 
iiit't look of terror. Elrington was, in Baja­
zet, as well as in other tragic cliaraCters, a 
fine copy of Verbruggen. When the mana­
gers of Drury-lane gave Bajazet to Elrington, 
|n preference to John Mills, the latter com­
plained to Booth of the difgrace : Booth told 
him, Elrington would make nine fuch actors 
as Mills. When Verbruggen died we have 
no certain account; nor can I find his name 
to any part in a new play later than that of 
Sullen in tine Stratagem, acted originally in 
1707. To fuin up his character iz the words 
pf a late author : < He was, in many parts, 
an excellent actor. In Caffius, Oroonoko, 
Ventidius, Chamont, Pierre, Cethegus, (in 
tragedy) as well as feveral in comedy, as the 
Rover, &c. he was an original; and had a 
roughnefs and a negligent agreeable wildnefs, 
ih his manner, action, and mien,, which be- 
«wme iym well/

“ Cibber’s next ftep to fame was his being 
honour’d, by Sir John Vanbrugh, with a con­
tinuation of his Love’s laft Shift, in the Re- 
lapfe, or Virtue in Danger. Of all language 
in comedy, that of this author is the moft 
natural, and the moft eafy to learn by rote. 
The Thalia of Vanbrugh refembles a fe­
male who charms by the native beauty of her 
perfon, the fprightlinefs of her air, and fim- 
plicity of her drefs ; though, at the fame time, 
fhe exerts her influence to fteal into your 

/heart and corrupt it. The ftyle of this wri­
ter is more the language of converfation than 
his friend Congreve’s. Dine when you will 
w'ith the latter, you are fure to feaft; to have 
the choiceft fifh, pheafant, partridge, venifon, 
turtle, &c. With the other you have deli­
cious fare, it is true, but blended with th*  
plaineft diihes: the furloin is not banifhed to 
the fide-board, nor will you be at a lofs to 
find a joint of mutton.

“ The coxcomb-knight, Sir Novelty in the 
Fool in Fafhion, is, in the Relapfe, dignified 
with a title. Lord Foppington is exalted into 
a higher degree of folly than the knight; the 
author has placed him in more whimfical fix­
ations to excite mirth. Cibber's Foppington I 
have often feen: as the fafhions of the times 
altered, he adjufted his aftion and behaviour 
to them, and introduced every fpecies of 
growing foppery.—Cibber excelled in a va­
riety of comic chanters; but his perfection 
of action was the coxcomb of quality, and ef- 
pecially his Lord Foppington, in the Carelefs 
Hufband, which is a very fine draft of a 
man of good parts (topping beyond thebounds 
of fenfe by peculiarity of excefs in drefs and 
behaviour.

“ In Vanbrugh’s comedy of TEfop, Cibber 
acted the principal character with that eafy 
gravity which becomes the man who inftructs 
by fafile.

“ In pronouncing the fables of/Efop, which 
more referable the ftyle of Fontaine than 
Prior’s, which are profeffedly copied from 
him, my friend Mr. John Henderfon excels 
all men. Thofe who have heard him read 
a tale of Prior or Swift, a chapter of Triftram 
Sliandy, or any compofition of the fame fpe­
cies, will juftify my opinion of his merit in 
fully conceiving and uttering the fpirit of an 
author in the moft familiar and agreeable 
manner.

“ At Iter firft onfet, the mufe of Vanbrugh 
was very prolific : in the fpace of fix or le- 
ven months fhe brought forth three comedies.; 
the laft was the Provoked Wife. There 
feems to have reigned in our dramatifts of that 
age a ftrong defire to throw abufe on the cler­
gy : in this play, which I think is the moft 
perfeft of his, pieces, he has introduced Sir- 
John Brute drunk in the habit of a clergyman; 
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his Parfon Bull, in the Relapfe, was another 
vile reprefentative of the facred order. Pope 
was at a lofs to guefs at Swift’s unalterable dif- 
like to Vanbrugh : I think the doubt is eafily 
refolved, from the poet’s ridicule of church­
men.

“ Cibber’s Sir John Brute was copied from 
Betterton, as far as a weak pipe and an in- 
exprefllve meager countenance could bear any 
refemblance to the vigorous original. I have 
feen him aft this part with great and deferved 
applaufe; his (kill was fo mafterly, that, in 
fpite of natural impediments, he exhibited a 
faithful pifture of this worfhipful debauchee. 
Vanbrugh was, I fuppofe, prevailed upon by 
Cibber to transfer the abufe on the clergy to 
a fatirical pifture on women of fafhion, in a 
fcene which Cibber afted with much plea- 
fnntry. His comic feeling when drunk, and 
after receiving the challenge of Conftant, 
when he found him and Heartfree in his 
wife’s clofet, was inimitable afting. The 
audience was fo delighted with him, that they 
renewed their loudeft approbation feveral 
times.

“ Qirin, for feveral years, was the Brute 
of Lincoln’s-inn fields, and other theatres.— 
He was in general a moft valuable performer 
in comedy. In Sir John Brute, he feemed 
to have forgotten that he had ever been a gen­
tleman, of which part of the charafter Cib­
ber and Garrick retained the remembrance 
through every fcene of Brute’s riot and de­
bauchery. Quin, befides, in this part wanted 
variety, and that glow and warmth, in co­
louring the extravagances of this merry rake, 
without which the pifture remains imperfeft 
and unfinifhed.

“ When Garrick was firft announced for 
Brute, various were the opinions of the play­
going people. Quin fwore that he might 
poffibly aft Mafter Jacky Brute, but that it 
was impoffible he fhould ever be Sir John 
Brute. The public almoft unanimoufly fet 
the ftamp of approbation on his manner of 
reprefenting this charafter upon his firft at­
tempt. After he had fully fatisfied his fancy, 
and ripened his judgement by the experience 
pf two or three years, he was pronounced 
to be as perfeft in this, as in any of his moft 
approved parts.

“ Though Cibber’s performance in Brute 
was juftly admired, thofe who can call to 
remembrance the different portraits of this 
riotous debauchee, as exhibited by theie two 
great matters, will, I believe, juftify me in 
giving the preference, on the whole, to Mr. 
Garrick. The latter had, amongft other ad­
vantages, a more expreflive countenance, and
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a much happier tone of voice ; his aftion, 
too, was more diyerfified, and his humour 
lefs confined.------ In the Bacchanalian fcene,
with Lord Rake and his gang, from deficiency 
of power and look, Cibber fell greatly fhort 
of Garrick ; here the latter was moft tri­
umphantly riotous, and kept the fpeftators in 
continual glee. Cibber’s pale face, tame fea­
tures, and weak pipe, did not prefent fo full 
a contraft to female delicacy, when in wo­
man’s apparel, as Garrick’s ftronger-marked 
features, manly voice, and more fturdy ac­
tion. The cap, which he ordered to be 
made for this fcene, was a fatirical ftroke 
upon the vaft quantity of gauze, ribbon, blond 
lace, flowers, fruit, herbage, &c. with which 
the ladies, about eight years fined, ufed to 
adorn their heads. After enlarging fo much 
on the great perfection of afting which Cib • 
her difplayed in the elofet-feene, where Con­
ftant and Heartfree are difeovered, I cannot 
there give the preference to Garrick, though 
of all the aftorsof drunken-feenes he was al­
lowed to be the moft natural and diverting ; 
but impartiality requires me here to give tire 
palm to Cibber.

“ In 1699, Cibber was unhappily feized 
with a paffion for writing tragedy.------ This
brought forth his Xerxes ; but the patentees 
and aftors of Drury-lane rejefted his tragic 
brat fo abfolutely, that he was reduced to the 
neceflity of applying to the company of Lin- 
coln’s-inn-fields.

“• Betterton confented to aft this tragedy, on 
condition the author would pledge his credit 
to pay all incidental expences, in cafe ofnon- 
fuccefs *.  The aftion of Betterton and Mrs. 
Bariy could not prevent the entire damnation 
of Xerxes.

“ Soon after the author employed his talents 
more happily in writing the Carelefs Hufband. 
The fuccefs of this comedy railed him, very 
defervedly, to a high rank amongft bur dra­
matic writers. The plot is fimple; the re­
forming a gay, thoughtlefs libertine, into 
the kind and generous hufband, by opening, 
in their full luftre, the amiable conduft of a 
patient and neglefted wife: to the main plot 
was added, in an epifode, a well concerted 
fcheme of pretended love, to reduce, by jea- 
loufy, a lovely coquet to the frank acknow­
ledgement of a real paffion for a worthy and 
conftant lover. The dialogue of the play is 
eafy and natural, properly elevated to the 
rank of the perlon® dramatis. The afts feem 
to be made up of nothing but chit-chat, 
though the charafters are well d fieri minated, 
and the plot regularly proceeds. Cibber was 
fond of feenes of reconciliation: in three or

& Life of JEfopus, annexed to the Laureaf,
four
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“ Mrs. Oldfield, from mere motives of com- 
paffion, beftoweda yearly penfion of 50I. on 
the unfortunate Savage, which he enjoyed to 
her death. Dr. Johnfon feems to approve Sa­
vage’s not celebrating the memory of his bene- 
factrefs in a poem. But, furely, he might have 
written verfes on his patronefs without offence 
to decency or morality. Mrs. Oldfield was 
generous and humane, witty, well-bred, and 
univerfally admired and beloved. In variety 
of profeffional merit, fhe excelled all the 
actrelfes of her time. Thefe are topics Mr. 
Savage might have infifted upon without 
wounding his piety.

“ Pope, who feems to have perfecuted the 
name of player with a malignancy unworthy 
of genius, in his Art of Sinking in Poetry, 
ftigmatized her converfation by the word 
Oldfaldijmos, which he printed in Greek 
characters. There cannot be a doubt that 
he meant Mrs. Oldfield by the dying coquet, 
in his Epiftie on the Charafters of Men: 
Odious ! in woollen ! ’twould a faint pro­

voke 1—
Were the laft words which poor Narciffa 

fpoke.—
No ' let a charming chintz and Bruffeis lace 
Wrap my cold limbs, and fhade my lifelefs 

face.
One would not, fure, be frightful when one’s 

dead ;
And, Betty, give this cheek a little red.

a T1 se Betty here mentioned is fuppofed to 
have been Mrs. Saunders, Mrs. Oldfield’s 
friend and confidante, a very good adtrefs in 
parts of decayed widows, nurfes, and old 
maids. She retired from the ftage in 1721; ; 
and played about nine years after, the part 
of Lady Wifhfor’t, in the Way of the World, 
for the benefit of Mrs. Younger, foon after, 
by marriage, the honourable Mrs. Finch. 
Mrs. Oldfield had, for a long time, conceived 
a difiike to adding parts in tragedy ; but the 
conftant applaufe which followed her tragic 
reprefentation, reconciled her to Melpomene. 
Her laft new part, in tragedy, was Thom- 
fon’s Sophoniiba. The author beftows, in 
bis flrort advertifement to the play, a very 
high encomium on her adtion and deport­
ment in that noble character.—In reply to 
fome degrading expreffion of Maffinifla, re­
lating to Carthage, fhe utter’d the following 
line,

Not one bate word of Carthage, for thy foul!— 
with fuch grandeur in her action, a look fo 
tremendous, and in a voice fo powerful, that 
it is faid fhe even aftonifhed Wilks, her 
Maffmiffa; it is certain the audience were

four of his comedies *,  he has wrought them 
up with incidents fo natural and interefting, 
and in a ftyle fo truly affedting, that they 
afford perpetual fource of pleafure to an au­
dience. So well did Cibber, though a pro- 
feffed libertine through life, underftand the 
dignity of virtue, that no comic author has 
drawn more delightful and ftriking pictures 
of it. Mrs. Porter, upon reading a part, in 
which Cibber had painted virtue in the 
flrongeft and moft lively colours, alked him 
how it came to pafs, that a man, who could 
draw fuch admirable portraits of goodnefs, 
fhould yet live as if he were a ftranger to 
it ?------ ‘ Madam,’ faid Colley, ‘ the one is

* Love’s laft Shift, Carelefs Hufband, Wife’s Refentment, Provoked Hufband.
ftruck,

abfolutely neceffary, the other is not.’
“ The firftfhining proof of Mrs. Oldfield's 

merit was produced in the Carelefs Hufband; 
little known before, fhe was barely fuffered. 
Her Lady Betty Modifh at once difeovered 
accomplifliments to which the public were 
ftrangers.
. “ Mrs. Oldfield was, in perfon, tall, genteel, 
and well Shaped ; her countenance pleafing 
and expreflive, enlivened with large fpeak- 
ing eye;, which, in fome particular comic 
fituations, fhe kept half fhut, especially 
when (lie intended to give effect to fome 
brilliant or gay thought. In fprightlinefs of 
air, and elegance of manner, fhe excelled 
all adtreffes ; and was greatly fuperior in the 
clear, fonorous, and harmonious tones of 
her voice.

“ By being a welcome and conftant vifitor 
to families of diftindtion, Mrs. Oldfield ac­
quired an elegant and graceful deportment in 
reprefenting women of high rank. She ex- 
preffed the fentiments of Lady Betty Modifh 
and Lady Townly in a manner fo eafy, 'natu­
ral, and flowing, and fo like to her common 
con verfation, that they appeared to be her own 
genuine conception. She was introduced to 
Chriftopher Rich by Sir John Vanbrugh. 
She lived fucceflively the friend and miftrefs 
of Arthur Manwaring, efq. one of the moft 
accomplished men of his age, and General 
Churchill.—She had a fon by each of thefe 
gentlemen.—Notwithftanding thefe connec 
tions were publicly known, fhe was invited 
to the houfes of women of fafhion, as much 
diftinguifhed for unblemifhed character as ele­
vated rank. The royal family did not difdairi 
to fee Mrs. Oldfield at their levees. George II. 
and queen Caroline, when prince and princefs 
of Wales, often condefcended toconverfe with 
her. One day, the princefs told Mrs. Old­
field, flie had heard that general Churchill 
and -fhe were married.—‘ So it is faid, may 
‘ it pleafe your highnefs, but we have not 
‘ owned it yet.’



FOR M A R C H, 1784.

[truck, and exprefled their feelings by the 
moft uncommon applaufe. To gain a more 
complete knowledge of this aftrefs’s diftin- 
guifhed faculties of pleafmg, the reader muft 
perufe the latter end of Cibber’s preface to 
his Provoked Hufband. In all the tumults 
and disturbances of the theatre, on the firft 
night of a new play, which was formerly 
a time of more dangerous fervice, to the 
aftors, than it has been of late, Mrs. Old­
field was entirely miftrefs of herfelf; fhe 
thought it her duty, amidft the moft violent 
oppofition and uproar,'to exert the utmoft 
of her abilities to ferve the author. In the 
comedy of the Provoked Hufband, Cibber’s 
enemies tried all their power to get the play 
condemned. The reconciliation-fcene wrought 
fo effeftually upon the fenfible and generous 
part of the audience, that the conclufion was 
greatly and generoufly approved. Amidft a 
thoufand applaufes, Mrs. Oldfield came for­
ward to [peak the epilogue; but, when fhe 
had pronounced the firft line,-------

Methinks I hear forae powder’d critic fay— 
a man, of no diftinguifhed appearan.ee, from 
tiie feat next to the orcheftra, fainted her 
with a hifs. She fixed her eye upon him 
immediately, made a very fhort paufe, and 
fpoke the words poor creature ! loud enough 
to be heard by the audience, with fuch a 
look of mingled fcorn, pity, and contempt, . 
that the moft uncommon applaufe juftified 
her conduft. in this particular, and the poor 
reptile funk down with fear and trembling.

“ Lady Townly has been univerfally faid to 
be her ne plus ultra in ailing. She Aided fo 
gracefully into the foibles, and difplayed fo 
humoroufly the exceffes, of a fine woman, 
too fenfible of her charms, too confident of 
her power, and led away by her paffion for 
pleafure, that no fucceeding Lady Townly 
arrived at her many diftinguiffied excellencies 
in the character. Mrs. Heron, her fucceffor, 
and the beautiful Mrs. Woffington, came 
neareft to her. '

“ Cibber has, in his preface to this play, very 
juftly commended Wilks for his manly 
affumed fpirit in Lord Townly.------Wilks
was fo much the real fine gentleman, that, 
in the feene where he was reduced to the ne- 
ceffity of reproaching Lady Townly with her 
faults, in his warmeft anger he mixed fuch 
tendernefs as .was foftened into tears. The 
part has not been equally fupported by any 
actor fince.

“ Mr. Garrick, in Lord Townly, feemed 
ever to be under reftraint. He kept back 
his natural impetuofity fo much, that he loft 
the fpirit of the Provoked Hufband.

“ During the embrace of reconciliation, in 
(peaking thefe words,—But from a fhip- 
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wreck faved, we mingle tears with .our em- 
' braces,’—Barry, in happily mixing the va­

rious paffions which arife in the breaft. of a 
good man and reconciled hufband, exceeded 
all conception.

“ Sir Francis Wronghead has been well 
afted ,by feveral comedians, and efpecially 
by Macklin and Yates; that they did not 
reach the finifh of the author may be ex- 
cufed.

“Cibberhad two paffions, which conftantly 
expofed him to fevere cenfure, and fome­
times the higheft ridicule : his writing tra­
gedy, and acting tragic charafters. In both 
he perfifted to the laft; for, after he had 
left the ftage many years, he afted Richard 
III. and very late in life produced his Papal 
Tyranny. Of his Cardinal Wolfey I have 
fpoken largely in my remarks on Henry the 
Eighth. Iago he afted in a ftyle fo drawling 
and hypocritical, and wore themalkof honefty 
fo loofely, that Othello, who is not drawn a 

’fool, muft have feenthe villain through his thin 
difguifes. The truth is, Cibber was endur’d, 
in this and other tragic parts, on account of 
his general merit in comedy. During this 
century, the public had not feen a proper 
outline of Iago till Charles Macklin exhibited 
a faithful pifture of this arch-villain, 1744, 
in the Haymarket-theatre, when Foote was 
his Othello. It is to Macklin we chiefly ows 
the many admirable ftrokes of paffion with 
which Barry furprifed us in Othello. Let not 
this be underftood to mean the leaft degra­
dation of that great aftor’s abilities; for, if 
Barry had not pofleffed a foul capable of re­
ceiving the inftruftions of fo great a mafter, 
he could not have fo pathetically affefted an 
audience. Macklin himfelf will honeftly 
tell us, that he owed no fmall part of his 
knowledge in afting to the lelfons he gained 
from Mr. Chetwood, prompter of Drury- 
lane theatre.

“ Cibber perfifted fo obftinately in afting 
parts in tragedy, that at laft the public grew 
out of patience, and fairly biffed him off the. 
ftage. The following anecdote was many 
years fince authenticated to me:

“ When Thomfon’s Sophonifba was read 
to the aftors, Cibber laid his hand upon 
Scipio, a charafter, which, though it appears- 
only in the laft aft, is of great dignity and. 
importance. For two nights fucceffively, 
Cibber was as much exploded as any bad 
aftor could be. Williams, by define of ■ 
Wilks, made himfelf mafter of the part j 
but he, marching flowly, in great military 
diftinftion, from the upper part of the ftage, 
and wearing the fame drefs as Cibber, was 
miftaken for him, and met with repeated 
hifles joined to the mufic of catcals; but, as 
foon as the audience were undeceived, they

COil’!
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•onverted their groans and hiffes to loud and 
long-continued applaufe.
“To aim at general excellence is highly 

commendable; but to perfift, in oppofition 
to the repeated reproofs of the public, is 
bidding defiance to the general fenfe.

“ As a manager, to whom was entrufted 
the infpe&ion of new plays, operas, and 
farces, and of receiving the applications of 
all dramatic writers, Cibber’s character does 
not appear very juftifiable. In the Memoirs 
of Mr. Garrick, I related the ftory of Ids in­
folent behaviour to Mr. Fenton, the author of 
Mariamne, who perhaps fared the worfe with 
him from his being known to be the inti­
mate friend of Mr. Pope. Various complaints 
were continually circulated, in the prints, of 
his pride and impertinence to authors, espe­
cially to the youngeft of them, whom he 
termed Jinging-blrds, which he was fond of 
choking. His callous temper rendered all 
attacks from the prefs ineffectual. One ftory 
of his unreftrained infolence is worth relating, 
becaufe it feems, for once, he was mortified 
with the chaftifement which attended his 
behaviour.

“ A certain young gentleman applied to 
Cibber to look over a new dramatic piece. 
He knocked at his door, and gave into his 
hands a roll of paper, as he flood on the 
tbrefhold, the door being but half opened ; 
he defired he would read it, and give him his 
opinion of it. Cibber turned over the firlt 
leaf; and, reading only two lines, returned it 
with thefe words, ‘ Sir, it will not do.’ The 
mortified author left him ; and Cibber, full 
of the adventure, went to Button’s coffee- 
houfe, and, ready to fplit with laughter, re­
lated the ftory to Colonel Brett; but he, far 
from applauding fuch conduit, put on a fe- 
vere brow, and treated him with very (harp 
language. He told him, if the gentleman 
had refented this vile ufage in any manner, 
he would have been juftined.—Do you pre­
tend, Sir, by reading two lines, and that in a 
ridiculous curfory manner, to judge of the 
merit of a whole play ?—Much more, to the 
fame purpofe, the Colonel added, and, when 
he had done, left the room. Cibber made 
no reply: he fquinted, as ufual; took a 
pinch of fnuff; and fat down to ruminate on 
the affair, under the pretence of reading a 
Spectator.

“ But Cibber was not only accufed of treat­
ing authors with fupercilioufnefs, but with 
purloining from works which were left in 
his hands, and which he detained in order to 
make advantage of them. The author of the 
Laureat particularly mentions his difeourag- 
irig a lady who brought him a play, in which 
a gallant gentleman courts two women at 
•pee : this he called an incident entirely im­

probable. The fame author accufes him of 
afterwards engrafting this very character in 
one of his own comedies, under the name of 
Atall. At this diftance of time, the evidence 
of Cibber’s thefts, if any fuch were committed 
by him, being removed, nothing pofitive can 
be pronounced concerning them.

“ The author of the Laureat’s defcription 
in what manner this manager and his bro­
thers treated authors, will give a ftrong 
picture of overbearing infolence on one fide, 
and of tame fubmiflion on the other.

“ 1 The court fitting,’ fays this writer, 
‘ Chancellor Cibber (for the other two, like 
Mailers in Chancery, fat only for form-fake, 
did not prefume to judge) nodded to the 
author to open his manufeript. The author 
begins to read ; in which if he failed to 
pleafe the corrector, he would fometimes 
condefcend to read it for him. If the play 
ftruck him very warmly, as it would if he 
found any thing new in it, and he thought lie 
could particularly fhine as an aCtor, he would 
then lay down his pipe (for the Chancellor 
always fmoked when he made a decree), and 
cry, “ By G—■—, there is fomething in this! 
I do not know but it may do; I will play 
fuch a part.” When the reading was fi- 
nifhed, he made his proper corrections, ana 
fometimes without any propriety.’

“ That Wilks, who was without a learned 
education, though a man of plain good fenfe, 
fhould fubmit to the Supreme direCtion of 
Cibber, refpedting new pieces, is not fur- 
prifing; but that Booth, a fcholar, and a 
better judge, of tragedy at leaft, than Cibber, 
fhould refign his underftanding to an inferior, 
mutt be refolved into the great love of eafe 
which accompanied him through life. Of 
Booth’s conduct, as a manager, we have not 
the leaft or moft diftant hint of complaint in 
Cibber’s Apology, but the author is extremely 
querulous with refpe&to Dogget’s and Wilks’s 
behaviour. The former was certainly, in the 
opinion of the world as well as Cibber, an 
original and inimitable aCtor; a clofe copier 
of nature in all her attitudes or difguifes; a 
man fo fenfible of what his own natural 
abilities could poffibly attain to, that he never 
ventured upon any part that he was not fare 
he could properly reprefent. Of this inte­
grity to himfelf Cibber produces a remark­
able inftance.-—On his return to Drury-lane, 
in 1697, Vanbrugh caft him into the part of 
Lory, in the Relapfe : after a trial, in which 
he found his deficiency, he gave it up to 
Pinkethman. Cibber fays, in dreffing a 
character to the greateft exadtnefs, Dogget 
was remarkably ikilful; the leaft article, of 
whatever habit he wore, feemed, in fame 
degree, to fpeak and mark the different hu­
mour he reprefented. This, fays the writer
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of a Genera] View of the Stage *,  I have 
heard confirmed from one who performed 
Vvitli Dogget; and that he could, with great 
txaftnefs, paint his face fo as to repre­
sent the age of feventy, eighty, and ninety, 
diftinftly; which occafioned Sir Godfrey 
Kneller to tell him one day, at Button’s, 
that he excelled him in painting for that 
he could Only copy nature from the ori­
ginals before him', but that Dogget could 
vary them at pleafure, and yet keep a dole 
likenefs. In the part of Moneytrap, in the 
Confederacy, he wore an old thread-bare 
black coat, to which he had put new cuffs, 
pocket-lids, and buttons, on purpofe to make 
its ruflinefs more confpicuous; the neck was 
fluffed fo as to make him appear round- 
fhouldered, and give his head the greater 
prominency; his fquare-tocd fhdes were 
large enough to buckle over thofe he wore in 
common, which made his legs appear much 
fmaller than ufual.------ -This great aftor was

* Written by Mr. T. Wilks, and publifhed for J. Coote in 
+ In Ruffel-ftreet.

E fa

perhaps the only one who confined himfelf 
to fuch characters as nature feemed to have 
made him for. No temptation could allure 
him to ftep out of his own circle; from this 
Circumftance, he never appeared to the au­
dience with any diminution of his general 
excellence. In his temper, he was as true 
a humourift as Morofe in the Silent Woman. 
Liberty he liked, for he was a (launch whig, 
but not on the generous principles eftablifhed 
at the Revolution; his love of freedom ex­
tended little farther than the gratification of 
his own inclinations. Money he loved ; but 
even that he would rejeft, if his own method 
of obtaining it was by any means difturbed ; 
witnefs his refigning a large income, becaufe 
the crown, through the intereft of Lord 
Bolingbroke, interfered in favour of Booth. 
Dogget never interpofed in the management 
of the theatre, except to adjuft his. own parts 
in plays, and to take his (hare of the profits 
at the treafury. No flock-broker was bufier 
at the exchange, to take advantage of the 
rife and fall of flocks, than Dogget. Cibber 
was as intent upon gaming, and all manner 
of pleafure, as Dogget could be in trafficking 
with the funds. Cibber has loft every (hil­
ling at hazard or cards, and has been heard 
to cry out, ‘ Now I muft go home and eat 
a child !’ This attention to the gaming-table 
Would not, we may be allured, render him 
fitter for his bufinefs of the ftage. After 
many an unlucky run, at Tom’s coffee- 
houfe f, he lias arrived at the playhoufe in 
great tranquillity, dnd then, humming Over 
an opera-tune, he has walked on the flage 
very iffiperfeft iri the part he was to aft.

Cibber fhould not have reprehended Powell 
fo feverely for negleft and imperfeft repre- 
fentation: I have feen him at fault where 
it was leaf! expefted, in parts which he 
had .afted a hundred tinies, and particularly 
in Sir Courtly Nice; but Colley dextefoufly 
fupplied the deficiency of his memory by pro­
longing his ceremonious bow to the lady, 
and drawling out c Your humble fervanty 
madam,’ to an extraordinary length; then, 
taking a pinch of fnuff, arid (trotting delibe­
rately acrofs the flage, he hds gravely afked 
the prompter, What is next ?

et Wilks was, by nature and education, 
differently formed : with the warm and ge­
nerous fpirit which becomes a man, he had, 
from praftice and experience, under the tui­
tion of Mr. Affibury (a very good aftor of 
the Bettertonian fchool, and many years ma­
nager of Dublin theatre,) acquired a love for 
Order, decency, and ftrift regularity, in the 
bufinefs of the feene.—It is afferted, by the 
writer of the Laureat, that, when trufted

' with the management of the flage by Chrif- 
topher Rich, he found fuch confufion, and 
contempt of all difcipline, in the company, 
that he was reduced to the neceffity of chal­
lenging and fighting fever'al amofigfl the ring­
leaders of thefe diforders. Powell, fays 
Cibber, declined a duel with Wilks, when he 
found his antagonift wbuld fight. Pity ! that 
a man, poffeffed of fuch great talents for aft- 
ing as Powell, fhould have rendered them 
all ineffectual by his perfifting in irregulari­
ty and intemperance, In looking over the 
advertifertients of plays, in the firfl edition 
of the Spectator, publilhedin 1711 and 1712, 
the name of Powell I fee placed to many- 
very important characters, under the ma­
nagement of Cibber, Dogget, and Wilks: to 
Falflaff, to Lear, Leon, Cortez in the Indian. 
Emperor, and many others. Even Wilks 
would not be fo partial, during Powell’S 
ability to aft, as to give thefe important parts 
to his friend Mills. Addifon and Steele con­
tinued their regard and countenance/ as long 
as they could be of fervice, to this unhappy 
man. That he afted Portias, in Cato, 1713, 
muft have been with the author’s approbation; 
and this, I believe, was Powell’s iafl party 
in a new play, of any confeqtterice. He was 
fo hunted, by the fheriffS officers,- for debt/ 
that he ufually walked the ftreets with his 
fwofd in his hand, (ffieathed) in terrofem 
to his pttrfuers. If he few any of them at a 
diftance, he would roar out, ‘ Get on the 
Other fide of the. way, you dogand the 
bailiff, who knew his old cuftomer,' would 
moft obligingly anfwft, ■' We do' not. Want
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you now, Matter Pqwell.’ He was alive in 
the year 1717; I faw, many years fmce, 
a play-bill, for his benefit, dated that year. 
The unhappy George Powell, whofe fault 
was too great a pailion for focial pleafure, 
was certainly an actor of genius; but, in his 
moral conduft, he was, amongft the players, 
•what Edmund Smith, the author of Phtcdra 
and Hippolitus, was amongft the poets: not 
all the care and caution of Smith’s Oxford­
friends, and his polite acquaintance at Lon­
don, could keep him either decent in drefs 
or regular in behaviour.

“ To return to Wilks. What could this 
man, of fobriety and habitual regularity, do 
with fuch partners as a gameftei and a hun­
ter after the ftocks ? Cibber and Dogget 
wanted not abilities to go through the various 
bufmefs of the theatre; but their inclinations 
carried them to their two dear Dulcineas, 
pleafure and profit.

“ Cibber draws an advantageous charafter 
of Dogget, as a man of lenfe, and one that 
underftood bufmefs; but, furely, his giving 
up near Sool, or 1000I. per annum, on an­
other man’s being advanced to an equal de­
gree of happinefs with, himfelf, or from a 
paltry grudge or pique to a worthy man who 
fometimes thwarted his pride, gives no good 
proof of the foundnefs of his intellects. The 
great complaint of Cibber and Dogget, againft 
their partner, Wilks, was his impetuous and 
overbearing temper. On that account, and 
that only, Dogget told Cibber, fays the latter, 
he gave up his income ; and, for that caufe, 
the fame informer allures ns, feveral aftors 
of Drury-lane theatre forfook their old mat­
ters, and lifted with John Rich at Lincoln’s- 
inn-fields. I fhall not take the evidence of 
two fuch partial and interefted men againft 
fo honeft and fteady a charafter, in the main­
tenance of every thing that was decent, juft, 
and generous, as that of Robert Wilks. 
Dogget facrificed to his own humour when 
he refigned his fhare of the licence 01 patent. 
When Quin, Walker, and Ryan, left Drury- 
lane theatre, it was not from a diflike to 
Wilks, but from an offer of advanced falary, 
with the poffelfion of the capital parts.— 
Ryan chofe 5I. per week, at Lincoln’s-inn- 
fields, with the part of Hamlet, in prefer­
ence to Laertes, in the fame play, and 50s. 
at Drury-lane; and Quin preferred the ac­
ceptance of the fame, or a larger, falary, 
offered from Rich, with Tamerlane and Bru­
tus in J ulius Caefar, inftead of inferior parts in

the fame plays with what he thought a final! 
pittance. The mean fubterfuge of Cibber, 
to cloke his fpleen to Wilks by the fuffrage 
of others, is vifible. But this good man gave 
Dogget and Cibber ftill farther provocations. 
In the decorations of plays, they grudged, 
from mean ceconomy, every neceffary ex­
pence, while his fpirit took pleafure in dref- 
fing every charafter as it ought to be, and 
furnifhing fuch other theatric ornaments as 
the dramatic piece required.

“ Of the managers, Booth, Wilks, and 
Cibber, the laft, for many reafons, was the 
leaft efteemed by the players. He fpared no 
pains, it is true, to inftruft the aftors in 
fuch charafters as he drew in his own pieces; 
but he could not forbear, at times, wan­
tonly throwing out farcafms on the inferior 
performers *.  Cibber was certainly leaft 
efteemed of the three great mafters; the 
Laureat goes farther, and avers that he was 
abfolutely odious to the comedians. I will 
not go fo far; but I have been told, that 
the players had no hold on any of his paf- 
fions, to accomplifh their views, except his 
timidity. Viftor informed me, that Bicker- 
ftaffe, a comedian whofe benefit-play 
Steele good-naturedly recommends to the 
public, in the Tatler, on account of his be­
ing, as he fays, his relation, had acquired 
an income of 4I. per week. Cibber, in 
an oeconomical fit, retrenched him of half. 
The man, who had a family, was ftruck at 
the fudden diminution of his allowance ; and, 
knowing whence his misfortune was derived, 
waited on Cibber, and flatly told him, that, 
as he could not fubfift on the fmall fum to 
which he had reduced his falary, lie muft call 
the author of his diftrefs to an account, for 
that it would t>e eafier to him to lofe his life 
than to ftarve. The affrighted Cibber told 
him, he fhould receive an anfwer fi;om him 
on Saturday next. Bickerftaffe found, that 
day, hisufual income was continued.

* When the younger Mills was once rehearfing Scandal, in Love for Love, a part whieh 
Booth had formerly acted, Mills in that part of the play where Scandal breaks out into the 
exclamation of ‘ Death and hell! where is Valentine?’ obferved, that poor Mr. Booth 
forgot the 5 Death and hell,’ &c. Cibber, with a contemptuous finile, told him, there was 
more beauty m his forgetfulnefs than in all he remembered.

per,

“ However Cibber might be difliked by 
the players, it is certain that Wilks was 
efteemed and refpefted by them.—Booth was 
valued and beloved as their companion, who 
mixed in their fociety and took part in their 
interefts. When Harper remonftrated to 
him, that Shepherd’s income was larger than 
his by 20s. per week, though he prefumed, 
he faid, that his own induftry and variety of 
bufmefs were not inferior to Shepherd’s, 
Booth faid, in reply, affenting to the truth of 
what he had affirmed, ‘ Suppofe, now, Har-
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j$er, we fhould make you both equal by re­
ducing his falary to yours r’— ‘By no means,’ 
laid the other; ‘ I would not injure Mr. 
Shepherd for the world ; 1 would only, by 
your favour, fir, hwneftly ferve. myfelf.’— 
The manager faid no more ; on pay-day, 
Harper found his weekly allowance increafed 
by an addition of twenty (hillings. However 
trifling thefe little ftories may feem, they 
throw more light on a diftinguilhed character 
than matters of feemingly more importance. 
The truth is, the love and efteem of the 
actors went along with Booth and Wilks ; 
to Cibber they paid no farther regard than 
what his power and their fear infpired.

There is a little open room, in Drury-lane 
theatre, called the Settle ; it is feparated from 
the ftage and the fcene-room by a wainfcot 
inclofure. It was formerly, before the great 
green-room was built, a place for many of the 
adtors to retire to, between the acts, during 
the time of action and rehearfal. From time 
out of mind, till about the year 1740, to this 
place a pretty large number of the come­
dians ufed to refort conftantly after dinner, 
which, at that time, was generally over at 
two o’clock. Here they talked over the news 
and politics of the day, though, indeed, they 
were no great politicians; for players are 
generally king’s men. Here they cracked 
their jokes, indulged in little Tallies of plea- 
fantry, and laughed, in good humour, at their 
mutual follies and adventures. Kings, foot­
men, aidermen, cardinals, coblers, princes, 
judges, link-boys, and fine gentlemen, in 
(hurt, all characters, were mingled together; 
and from this chaos of confufion arofe a har­
mony of mirth, which contributed not a little 
to reconcile them to their various fituations in 
tbs theatre. Wilks came amongft them 
fometimes ; Booth, who loved the bagatelle, 
oftener: he liked to converfe with them free­
ly, and hear their jokes and remarks on each 
other; and if, from any accidental ftory or 
information, thefe good men, I mean Wilks 
and Booth, could make any individual happy, 
they laid hold of the offered opportunity. 
Cibber feldom came amongft the fett/ers; ty­
rants fear, as they know they are feared.

“ Cibber, with propriety enough, per­
haps, confines his narrative to thofe actors 
who were dead. But how came he to forget 
Dicky Norris and Bullock, men of acknow­
ledged merit, who had been numbered with 
the dead feveral years before he publilhed his 
Apology ? Norris was fo much a favourite 
of the public, ever fince he had acted the 
part of Jubilee Dicky, in the Trip to the Ju­
bilee, that the name of Dicky was often an­
nexed, in the play-houfe bills, to any charac­
ter he acted.—In the firft edition of the Spec­
tator, in the adv ertifement of the Beaux Stra­

tagem, he is called Dicky Scrub. He was in 
lize, low and little, but not ill made, with 
an expreffive, truly-comic, countenance, and 
a thrill, clear, and audible voice.—Mrs. Old­
field thought him an excellent figure for a 
cfickold. When, upon the indifpofition of 
Norris, Cibber undertook to play Barnaby 
Brittle, in the Wanton Wife, his action was 
generally applauded ; but, when Cibber faid 
to Oldfield, ‘ Nanny, how do you like your 
new hufband ?’ (he replied, ‘ Why, very 
well, but not half fo well as Dicky Norris.’ 
------ ‘ Flow fo ?’------- ‘ Why, you are too 
important in your figure for one of the horn­
ed race; but Norris has fuch a diminutive 
form, and fo Breaking a look, that he feems 
formed on purpofe for horns, and I make 
him a cuckold always with a hearty good 
will.’

“ In his laft illnefs, he was attended by an 
eminent phyficiap, who gave him hopes of 
recovery. ‘ Doctor,’ faid the fick man, 
‘ when the wheels of a watch are quite de­
cayed, do you think they can be repaired?’ 
----- -  ‘ No, by no art in the world.’------ - 
‘ Then, fir,’ fays Norris, ‘it is the fame cafe 
with me ; all the wheels of my machine are 
abfolutely, through time, quite worn out, 
and nothing can reftore them to their accuf- 
tomed force.’ ------- Norris died about the
year 1725.

“ Bullock was an after of great glee and 
much comic vivacity. He was, in his per­
lon, large; with a lively countenance, full 
of humourous information. Steele, in the 
Tatler, fpeaks, with his ufual kind fenfibility, 
of Norris, Bullock, and' Pinkethman, and 
their powers of raifing mirth. The hi dorian of 
the two ftages fays, that Bullock ‘ is not only 
the beft of actors, but fo modeft, that he is 
infenfible of his own merit.’ The comic 
ability of Bullock was confirmed to me by 
Mr. Macklin, who allured me very lately, 
that he was, in his department, a true genius 
of the Stage. I have feen him a<ft feveral 
parts with great applaufe; efpecially the Spa- 
niih Friar, at a time when he was above 
eighty.

“ Cibber, agreeably to his adopted plan of 
confining his narrative to deceafed afters, (poke 
only in general terms of Mrs. Porter’s merit 
in tragedy ; but, although this volume is en­
larged to a much greater bulk than I intended, 
I cannot omit feme well-authenticated anec­
dotes relating to this moft valuable and re- 
fpefted aft refs ; who was not only an orna­
ment of the Stage, but of human nature.

“ She was firlt taken notice of by Better­
ton ; who faw her act, when a child, the 
Genius of Britain, in a Lord Mayor’s Page­
ant, in the reign of Charles or James II. Mrs, 
Porter always fpoke of Betterton with great 

2 refpeft 
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refpecf and veneration. She was fo little, 
when firft under his tuition, that he threaten­
ed her, if the did not fpeak and act as he 
would have her, to put her info a fruit-wo- 
Jnan’s bafket and cover her with a vine leaf. 
It was the cuftpm of the fruit-women, for­
merly, to ftand fronting thp pit, with their 
backs to the Stage ; and their oranges and 
other fruit, covered with vine-leaves.

“ Mi's. Porter was ever welcome to the beft 
$nd moft rpfpectable families in London. Old­
field and this adlrefs rofe gradually to excel­
lence and fame much about the fame time. 
They converted together on the beft terms ; 
Porter’s gravity was a contraft to the fp.right- 
linefs of Oldfield, who "would often in jeft 
Call her her mother.

(( She lived at Highwood-hill, near Hep- 
don, After the play, fire went*  home in a 
one-horfe chaife; her conftant companions 
were a book and a brace of horfe-piftois. Thp 
diflocation of her thjgh-borie was attended 
with a circumftance. that deferves to be re­
corded, In the fummer of 1731, as file was 
taking the air in her one-horfe chaife, fhe 
was flopped by a highwayman, who demand­
ed her money. She had the courage to pre­
fent one of her piftols to him; the map, who 
perhaps had only with him the appearance of 
fire-arms, allured her that he was no com­
mon thief; that robbing on the high-way was 
not to him a matter of choice, but neceffity, 
and in order to relieve the wants of his poor 
diftreffed family- ’ He informed her, at the 
fame time, where he ‘ lived ; and told her 
fuch a melancholy ftoiy, that fhe gave him all 
the money in' her purfe, which'was about 
ten guineas. ' The man left her: upon this 
fire gave a lafh to the horfe 5 he ftjddenly 
Parted out of the track, and the chaife was 
overthrown; this occafioried the diflocation of 
per thigh-bone,' Let it be remembered, to 
her honour, that notwithftanding this unlucky 
and painful accident,‘fhe made ftridt enquiry 
after the robber; and finding that he had 
not deceived her, fhe railed amongft her ac­
quaintance about fixty pounds, 'which fhe 
took 'care to'fend him. Such an adtion, in a 
perfon of high rank, would have been'cele­
brated as fomething great and heroic : the 
feeling mind will make' no diftindtion between 
the generofity of an adtrefs and that of a 
princefs. .....................

* Thomfon, in reading his play of Agamemnon to the adlors, in the Green-room, 
pronounced .every line with fuch a broad Scotch accent, that they could not reftrain 
themfclvcs from a loud laugh. Upon this, the author good-naturedly faid to the Ma­
nager, ‘ Do you, fir, take my play, and go on with it; for, though I can write a trad 
gddy, I find I cannot read one.’ -• '  ' ’

( . .?• * .«•■ ■ - ■ u«-u adprs

“ I have already obferved, that fhe was 
efteemed the genuine fuccellbr of Mrs. Barry, 

whofe theatrical page fhe had been when ve­
ry young.

“ When the feene was not agitated with 
paffion, to the general fpediatcr fhe did not 
give equal pleafure ; her recitation of fadt or 
fentiment was fo modulated, as to referable 
mufical cadence rather than fpeaking, and 
th;s rendered her adding in comedy fomewhat 
cold and ineffectual.—-Where the pafiions 
predominated, fhe exerted her powers to a 
fupreme degree; fhe feemed then to be ano­
ther perfon, and to be informed with that 
noble and enthufiaftic ardour which was capa­
ble of roufing the coldeft auditor to an equal 
animation. Her deportment was dignified 
with graceful eafe, and her adtion the refult 
of the paffion fhe felt.

“ After fhe misfortune of her diflocated 
limb, and in a very advanced age, I faw her 
add many of her principal charadlers with 
much vigour and great applaufe, and, in par­
ticular, Clytemneftra in Thomfon’s Agamem­
non *r.  In drawing this character, the au­
thor has varied from the idea of JEfchylus; 
and, I think with great propriety, he has fol­
lowed the original drawing of Homer, who 
gives fome ftrokes of tendernefs to this prin­
cefs, and makes her yield with reluctance to 
the perfuafions of zEgifthus ; who could not 
entirely fubdue her affedtion to her hufband, 
till he had removed the faithful bard, placed 
about her by Agamemnon as her counfellor 
and advifer. '

“ In this tragedy, Mrs, Porter gave a ftrik- 
ing proof of her great power in expreffing 
the pafiions.———Her adtion and deportment, 
through the part of Clytemneftra, marked the’ 
confurnmate adtrefs. In the fecond adt, 
when, in the diftrefs of her mind from con- 
feious guilt, fhe is torn with confiidting paf- 
fions at the'approach of her injured hufband, 
her adtion and exprefiion when fhe laid to 
her attendant—<—-

Bring me my children hither; they may 
perhaps relieve me-

fhe ftruck the audience with aftonifhment, 
who expreffed the higheft approbation by 
loud and reiterated applaufes.

“In her perfon fhe was tall and well-fhaped ; 
of a fair Complexion, but not handfome ; her 
voice was harfh and unpleafing. She ele­
vated herfelf above all perfonal defedts by her 
exquifite judgement. Though fhe greatly 
admired Betterton, and had feen all the old 
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Motors of merit, (he was much charmed with 
Mr. Garrick, and lamented her want of youth 
and vigour to exert her fkill with fo great a 
genius.

“ Mrs. Porter outlived her annuity ; and, in 
a very advanced age, was principally fupported 
by a very worthy nobleman *,  who made her 
a prefent of a new comedy, and permitted 
her to publifh it, for her benefit, by fubfcrip- 
tion. She died about the year 1762. When 
Dr. Johnfbn, fome years before her death, 
paid her a vifit, fire appeared to him fo wrin­
kled, that, he faid, a pifture of old age in 
the abftraft might be taken from her coun­
tenance. Mrs. Porter lived fome time with 
Mrs. Cotterell, relief of Colonel Cotterell, 
and Mrs. Lewis, who, 1 believe, now refides 
in the Circus at Bath f,

* Lord Cornbury.
t The anw.dqtes relating to Mrs. Porter were communicated to tnf by an elderly gen­

tlewoman, lately dead, an acquaintance of Dr. Johnfon, who often vilited her ; by one, 
who was a frequenter of the theatres lor near iixty years ; and others.

“ His

“ To return to Cibber, Envy is, I fear, 
annexed fo dofely to mankind in general, and 
more especially to the condition of a [ layer, 
from his circumfcribed fituation, that we are 
not to wonder that he had his ihare of it.— 
-He never heartily joined the public voice in 
the approbation of Mr. Garrick ; he fhrunk 
from it as if he was hurt by it.

“ Mr. Garrick afked him if he hail not, in 
his poffeffion, a comedy or two of his own 
writing.——( What then ?’ faid Cibber.— 
•-----r-c Tfhould be glad to have the honour of
bringing it into the world.’------ ‘ Who have
you to aft it ?'—‘ Why, there are (faid Gar­
rick) Clive and Pritchard, myfelf, and fome 
others,’ whom he named.—‘ No !’ faid the 
old man, taking a pinch of fnuff, with great 
nonchalance, ‘ it won’t do.’------ Foote often
declared, that Cibber would allow no higher 
merit to Garrick than his acting Fribble.—- 
At a meeting of Cibber, Garrick, Foote, and 
others, at Sir F. Blake Delaval’s, Garrick im­
prudently drew on himfelf a rebuke from 
Cibber. The Converfation happened to turn 
upon old actors, and thejr peculiar manner of 
playing. Mr. Garrick obferved, that the old 
ftyle in afting was banifhed the ftage, and 
Would not now go down. ‘ How do you' 
know r’ faid Cibber; ‘ you never tried it.’

“ He either did not fee, or would not ac­
knowledge he faw, the merit of Elrington, 
an aftor approved by the belt judges in Eng­
land and Ireland. Elrington, when a young 
man, wifned to aft ti e part of Torrifmond, 
in the Spanifh Friar; this requeft Cibber op- 
pofed with all his might, A nobleman of 
great eminence lent for him, and defired he 
would give his reafons for not permitting the 
young player to try his abilities in a favourite 

part. ‘ My lord,’ faid Cibber, ‘ it is not 
with us as with you; your lordfhip is fenfible, 
that there is no difficulty in filling places at 
court; you cannot be at a lofs for perfons to 
aft their parts there. But I affijre you it is 
quite otherwife in our theatrical world; if 
we fhould inveft people with charafters who 
are incapable to fupport them, we fhould be 
undone.’

But Cibber was fiifficiently mortified af­
terwards for his behaviour to Elrington; 
who, during the indifpofition of Booth, in the 
year 1729, was the great fupport of Drury- 
lane. The managers were fo well convinced 
of his importance to them, that they offered 
him his own conditions if he would engage 
with them for a term of years. Elrington, 
with great modefty, replied: ‘ I am truly 
fenfible of the value of your offer; but in 
Ireland I am fo well rewarded for my fer- 
vices, that I cannot think of leaving it on any 
confideration. There is not,’ added he, ‘ a 
gentleman’s houfe in that kingdom to which 
I am not a welcome vifitor.’ Elrington died 
at Dublin, greatly lamented, July 22, 1732.

“ To conclude. Asa writer of comedies, 
Cibber muft be placed in a very fuperior rank: 
before Jeremy Collier attacked the profane- 
nefs of dramatic writers, he firft taught the 
ftage to talk decently and morally. He was 
properly the inventor of the higher comedy, 
a fpecies of the drama in which perfons of 
high birth and eminent rank are introduced; 
for the faint efforts, in that ftyle, of Ethe- 
rege and Steele, in Sir Fopling Flutter and 
the Funeral, are fcarcely worthy our notice. 
As a manager of a theatre, his behaviour to 
authors I have proved to have been illiberal 
and infolent; his treatment of the actors has 
been generally condemned as unfriendly, if 
not tyrannical. As a member of focicty at 
large, little can be faid in his praife.------ Soon
after he had fold his (hare in the patent, for a 
very large fum, to Mr. Highmore, he applied 
to the Duke of Grafton for a patent, in favour 
of his fon Theophilus, becaufe Highmore 
would not comply with the young man's de­
mands. The duke faw through the injuftice 
of the aft, and peremptorily refufed to gra­
tify the unreafonabje requeft of his old ac­
quaintance, Colley. Viftor, from whom I 
received my information, very honeftly op- 
pofed this unjuft behaviour of his old friend, 
Cibber ; who, after having parted with his 
fhare in the old patent for more than its va­
lue, would have rendered it worthlefs by a 
new one.
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“ His love of gaming rendered him a ne­
glectful father, and unkind to his family and 
relations. The moral honefty of a gameiter, 
depending fo much upon the revolutions of 
chance, cannot fafely be relied On.

“ It mult be granted, that, although Cibber 
was a gameiter, he was not ever charged with 
being a cheat, or gambler. A dupe to his 
own paflions he certainly was, and probably 
to the fraudulent practices of others; but he 
never merited the odious nick-name of a 
black-leg.

“ His contempt of religion was juftly cen- 
fured by many. Dennis, in a letter to Sir 
John Edgar, alias Sir Richard Steele, charges 
him with {pitting at a picture of our Saviour 
at Bath. At Tunbridge, I have been in­
formed by Dr. Johnfpn, Cibber entered into 
a converfation with the famous Mr. William 
Whifton, with a view to intuit him ; but 
Whifton cut him Ihort, by telling him, at 
once, that he could poflibly hold no difcourfe 
with him ; for that he was himfelf a clergy­
man ; and Cibber was a player, and was be- 
fidcs, as he had heard, a pimp.

“ Cibber muft have railed confiderable con­
tributions on the public by his works. To 
fay nothing of the fums accumulated by de­
dications benefits, and the fale of his plays 
fingly, his dramatic works, in quarto, by fub- 
fcriptic.n, publifhed 1721, produced him a 
confiderable him of money. It is computed 
thpt he'gained, by the excellent Apology for 
his Life, no lets, than the fum of 1500I.

“ Pope’s mercilefs treatment of Cibber was 
originally owing to the latter’s attack upon 
the farce of Three Hours after Marriage, in 
the character of Bayes in the Rehearfal ; 
and, though it is evident Pope feverely felt 
the ridicule of the narrative in Cibber’s Firft 
Epiftle, the reader of his Second Letter will 
be convinced, that the laureat, notwithftand- 
ing. his affectation of indifference, did not 
relifh the being tranfmitted to poflerity with 
Pope’s indelible marks of infamy upon him.

“ Though the fuperior fpirit of Swift con- 
trc.uled the actions and regulated the politics 
of Pope, the latter had no influence of that 
kind upon the dean. He was.not induced, 
by his friend’s diflike to Cibber, to attack 
him in any part of his writings, except, I 
belie/e, in a fhort ridicule on his Birth-day 
Odos. As foon as Cibber’s Apology reached 
Dublin, Faulkner, the printer, fent it to the 
Dean of St. Patrick’s, who told him, next 
day, that Cibber’s book had captivated him ; 
he fat up all night to read it through. When 
Fualkner gave information of this to Cibber, 
fie fhed tears for joy.

“ Cibber died in the eighty-feventh year of

* King George I. gave him a hundred pounds for his dedication of the Nonj

his age, 1758. The money he had fared, 
in the latter papt of his life, he left, with 
great propriety, to his grand-children.------ -
In perlon, he was of the middle fize ; apd 
though ftrait, not well fhaped. I have feen 
a niezzotinto of*  him, from a painting of 
Signor Amicpni, in the character of Lord 
Foppington, very like him.

“ I muft not forget to relate, that the co­
medy of the Nonjuror, written by Cibber, 
and acted in 1717, expofed the author to 
innumerable and virulent attacks from the 
high-tory and Jacobite parties. The generous 
principles of free government eftablifhed at 
the coronation of King William and Queen 
Mary, bad not, at that time, taken fuch deep 
root as they have fince done. Many people 
then furvived, who had been attached from 
education, and feme perhaps from principle, 
to the exiled family. Prejudices imbibed in 
the early part of life, are not eafily fubdued ; 
but, befides thofe who sited on tbefe mo­
tives, there were many who were influenced 
from meaner inducements. Cibber’s play was 
written with a view to juftify the doctrines 
inculcated by the Revolution, and to open the 
eyes of the prejudiced in favour of the houfe 
of Hanover. The play met with applaufe 
and with much fuccefs. Cibber artfully 
transferred the odium of impofture from the 
norJuring clergyman to the popifh prielt.

“ In fpite of his affecting to defpife party­
men and party-principles, Pope, in his letters 
to Jervas and Mr. Digby, difeovered no lit­
tle vexation at the fuccefs of the Nonjuror; 
for that was, with him, a terrible fymptom 
of the decay of poetry.

“ The play is a good imitation of Moliere’s 
Tartuffe ; and deferves commendation, if it 
were for the fake only of the fine portrait of 
an amiable young lady. There is not, in all 
dramatic poetry, a more fprightly, good-na­
tured, and generous coquet, than Maria ; 
which is admirably added by Mrs. Abington, 
under the name of Charlotte, borrowed from 
the Nonjuror by Bickerftaffe in his Hypo­
crite.

“ Cibber was violently attacked from the 
prints, chiefly on account of his politics, but 
pretendedly for his management of the thea­
tre, his behaviour to authors, and for his act­
ing. If we except the remarks on plays 
and players by the authors of the Tatler and 
Spectator, .the theatrical obfervations, in thofe 
days, were coarfe and illiberal, when com­
pared to what we read in our prefent daily 
and Other periodical papers. The prints of 
our days are generally conducted by men of 
education and well acquainted with the. polite 
arts. Nor flionld the aftor think himfelf

uror
abovq
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above condefcencffng to hearken to their ad­
vice and to attend to their reprehenfion, or 
fuppofe himfelf or his art injured by their 
free examination of his merits.

“ Sir Jofhua Reynolds, in his excellent 
notes on Frefnoy, has generoufly admitted, 
that, if the painter wag to be informed of 
the remarks every fpeftator would neceffarily 
make on his picture, when expofed to pub­
lic view, he would gain confiderable advan­
tage from them.-—This may be applied to 
afting, a fortiori, as every man muft be a 
more adequate judg6 of ftage-reprefentation 
than of painting. In every nation in Eu­
rope, the productions of art are open to ex­
amination. In a free country, like ours, the 
legiflators, and the afts of legiflature itfelf, 
are not exempt from difcuffion. A poem, a 
pifture, a ftatue, a piece of mufic, the action 
of a player, are all offered to the public eye, 
and, from their approbation or cenfure, muft 
ftand or fall. The aftor, while he continues 
to be of value, will be an object of criti- 
cifm. It is, indeed, a tell of his confe- 
quence; and, when that is withdrawn, he 
will fink to nothing. Parties there will be, 
and prejudices muft exift; but the public is 
fair in its determination, and will not permit 
an artift of merit to fuffer by unjuft remarks 
or illiberal cenfures.

“ Dr. Warburton affedled to defpife the 
learning of Magazines and Reviews. He 
might, perhaps, receive no addition to his 
acquirements by perufftig them ; but the 
good people of England, I will prefume to 
aver, have been much improved, within 
thefe twenty or thirty years, by that variety 
of literature and fcience which has been 
every where diffeminated in thefe vehicles ; 
nor do I think all ranks of people could be 
more innocently or more profitably em­
ployed, than in acquiring knowledge fo rea­
dily, and with fuch little expence of time 
and money.”

Anecdotes of the Author.
Mr. Thomas Davies, as the title-page of 

The Hiftory of the Flagellants : otherwife, of religious Flagellations among different Na­
tions, and efpeqjally among Chriftians. Being a Paraphrafe and Commentary on the 
Hiftoria Flagellantium of the Abbe Boileau, Doftor of the Sorbonne, Canon of the 
Holy Chapel, &c. By one who is not Doftor of the Sorbonne. Robinfon. 1783.

(Concluded from page 119.)

rHIS author, in his commentary on the 
upper and lower difcipline, writes thus: 

a All the women (as the writer of this 
commentary has been told, when in Catholic 
countries) who make felf-flagellation a part of 
their religious exercifes, whether they live in 
or out of convents, ufe the lower difcipline ; 
their pious and merciful confeffors having fug- 
gefted to them, that the upper difcipline may 
prove dangerous, and be the caufe of hurting

the prefent entertaining performance tells us, 
is a bookfeller in Ruffel-ftreet, Covent-gar­
den. Though certainly poffeffed of no com­
mon ffiare of literature, and though acquaint­
ed with books better than moft of his bre­
thren, he has been by no means fuccefsful in 
his bufinefs. The firft notice we have of 
him is from the Dramatis Perfonae of Lillo’s 
celebrated tragedy of Fatal Curiofity, afted 
at the Hav-market in 1736. At that time 
he performed under the management of 
Henry Fielding, and was the original, repre- 
fentative of Young Wilmot. He afterwards 
commenced bookfeller in Duke’s-court, but 
met with misfortunes which induced him to 
return to the theatre. For feveral years he 
belonged to various companies at York, at 
Dublin, and other places, at the firft of which 
he married his wife, Mils Yarrow, daughter 
of a performer there, whofe beauty was not 
more remarkable than her private character 
has ever been unfullied and irreproachable. 
About 17 5 2 he returned to London, and with 
Mrs. Davies was engaged at Drury Lane, 
where they remained for feveral years in good 
eftimation with the Town, and played many 
characters, if not with great excellence, at 
leaft with propriety and decency. Churchill’s 
indifcriminate Satire has endeavoured to fix 
forae degree of ridicule on Mr. Davies’s per­
formance ; but the pen of a fatirift is not enti­
tled to implicit credit. Our author quitted 
the theatre about 1762 ; and it would afford 
us fatisfaftion could we have recorded that 
his efforts in trade had been crowned with 
the fuccefs which his abilities in his profeflion. 
merited. Befides the prefent work, and the 
Life of Mr. Garrick, Mr. Davies is gene­
rally fuppofed to be the author of feme 
Anecdotes of Mr. Henderfon, A Review 
of Lord Chefterfield’s Charafters, A 
Life of Maffinger, Lives of Dr. John 
Eachard, Sir John Davies, and Mr. Lillo, 
and many fugitive pieces in profe and verie 
publifhed in the News-papers.

their breafts, especially when they mean to 
proceed in that holy exercife with unufual 
fervour and feverity. A few orders of fri­
ars, among whom are the Capuchins, alfo 
ufe the lower kind of difcipline ; but for 
what reafon the commentator has not been as 
yet informed.

“ Perhaps it will beafked here, how priefts 
and confeffors have been able to introduce 
the ufe of fuch a painful practice as flagel­

lation, 
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lation, among the perfons who choofe to be 
diredied by them in religious .matters; and 
how they can enforce obedience to the pre- 
fcriptions they give them in that refpedt ? 
But here it muft be remembered, that penance 
has been made a facramenfi among Catholics, 
and that fatisfaffidn, as may be Len in the 
books that treat of that fubjedl, is an eflential 
part of it, and muft always precede the ab­
folution on the part of the confeffor. Now, 
as confeffors have it in their power to refufe 
this abfolution, fo long as the penances or 
fatisfadiions of any kind, which they have 
enjoined to their penitents, have not been ac- 
tomplifhed, this confers on them a very great 
authority ; and though, to a number of thofe 
who apply to them, who care but little for 
fuch abfolution, or in cafe of refufal are ready 
to apply to other more eafy confeffors, they 
fcarcely pr'efcribe any other kind of fatisfac­
tion than faying a certain number of prayers, 
or fuch like mortification ; yet, to thofe per­
fons who think it a very ferious affair when a 
confeffor in whom they truft continues to 
refufe them his abfolution, they may enjoin 
almoft what kind of penance they pleafe. 
And indeed fince confeffors have been able to 
prevail upon kings to leave their kingdoms 
and engage in perilous wars and croifades to 
the Holy Land, and to induce young and 
tender queens to perform on foot pilgrimages 
to very diftant places, it is not difficult to 
underftand how they have been able gradu­
ally to prevail upon numbers of their devo­
tees of both fexes, to follow practices which 
they had been fo foolifh as to adopt for them- 
felves, and to pradtife, at their own choice, 
either the lower, or the upper, difcipline.”

On a revelation made by St. Bridget, that 
Jefus Chrift had been flagellated with great 
cruelty, our author comments thus:

“ Inftances of revelations, like thofe of 
St. Bridget, concerning the perlon of Jefus 
Chrift and his fufferings, are very frequent 
among Nuns: and, to fay the truth, it is no 
wife furprifing that they fhould, at times, 
have vifions of this kind. As thofe women 
who are deftined to live in the condition of 
Nuns, are commonly, not to fay always, made 
to take then' vows at an early age, that is, at 
a time when their paffions are moft difpofed 
to be inflamed, and w’hen an objedi of love 
may be looked upon as one of the neceflaries 
of life, this, together with the circumftance 
of their clofe confinement, induces a number 
of them to contrail a real and ardent love 
for the perlon of Jefus Chrift, whofe picture 
they fee placed almoft in every corner, who 
is, befides, exprefsiy called their Hufband, 
whofe Spoufes they are faid to be, and to 
whom, at the final and folemn doling of 
their vows, they have been actually betrothed, 

by having a ring put on their finger. To 
the mind of fuch of thofe unfortunate young 
women as have once begun to indulge fancies 
of this kind, the image of their beloved 
Spoufe is continually prefent, under fome one 
of the figures by which he is reprefented in 
the above-mentioned pictures ; and his fla­
gellations, and other hardfhips he was made 
to undergo, are, among other things, the 
objedts of their tendered concern : hence the 
numberlefs vifions and revelations which nuns, 
like St. Bridget, have at all times had upon 
thofe fubjedts ; and feveral among them, 
whofe love was more fervent, or who 
thought themfelves intitled to fome particular 
diftindlion from their Spoufe, have even fan­
cied, on certain occafions, that they had been 
favoured with a vifible impreffion of his fa- 
cred Jtigmats, that is, of the marks of the 
five main wounds which he received when 
he was put to death. The idea of thofe vi­
fible marks or figmats of Jefus Chrift’s 
wounds, we may obferve, was, in the firft 
inftance, a contrivance of St. Francis, who 
pretended that they had been impreffed on 
his body during a vifion he had in a remote 
place ; and he prevailed upon his monks, and 
other adherents, to confider them as emblems 
of a clofe affinity between him and our 
Lord, and as a kind of order of knighthood 
that had been conferred on him.”

Speaking of the flagellatory power aflum- 
ed by confeffors over their penitents, our 
commentator tells us, < on the exprefs autho­
rity of udbclard, that the blows he gave He- 
loifa were fuch blows as friendfhip alone, 
not anger, fuggefted : he even adds, that 
their fweetnefs furpaffed that of the fweeteft 
perfumes,----- -verbena quandoque dabat amor,
non furor, gratia, non ira, c/uce omnium unguen- 
torum fuavitatem tranfcenderent.”

“ Father Girard, as is evident from the whole 
tenor of the declaration of Mifs Cadiere 
herfelf, had as little intention as Abelard, to 
do any kind of injury to his pupil or peni­
tent ; and Cornelius Adrianfen, as appears 
from Meteren’s account, ufed to proceed 
with the fame caution and tendernefs for his 
difciples, as the two above-mentioned gen­
tlemen, and contented himfelf, as the Abbe 
Boileau obferves, with gently rubbing them 
with his inftruments of difcipline ;—mollitef 
perfricabat.

a That confeffors fhould contrail fentiments 
of friendfhip for their female penitents, like 
thofe mentioned by Abelard, is however no­
wife furprizing. La Fontaine fays, that

Tout bomme eJi bomme, & les moines fur tous, 
“ Every man is a man, and monks above all 
others.” He might at leaft have faid, “ Every 
man is a man, and monks as well as others 
and to this have added, that their virtue, es­

pecially 



FOR MA

pecially that of confeffors, is expofed to dan­
gers of a peculiar kind. In fadt, the obliga­
tion which thofe who perform that office are 
under, to hear, with feeming indifference, 
the long confeffions of -women of every age, 
who frequently enter into numerous particu­
lars concerning the fins which they have either 
committed, or had diftant willies to commit, 
is no very eafy talk for men who, as hath 
juft now been obferved, are after all nothing 
but men; and they are, under fuch circum- 
ftances, frequently agitated by thoughts not 
very confonant with the apparent gravity and 
fandiity of their looks. Nay, raifing fuch 
thoughts in them, and in general creating 
fentiments of love in their confeffors, are 
defigns which numbers , of female penitents, 
who at no time entirely ceafe being actuated 
by womanilh views, exprefsly entertain, 
notwithftanding the apparent ingenuity of 
their confeffions, and in which they but too 
often fucceed, to their own, and their frail 
confeffors, coft. Thus, it appears from Mils 
Cadiere’s declarations, that fhe had of herfelf 
aimed at making the conqueft of father Gi­
rard, though a man paft fifty years of age, 
being induced to it by his great reputation 
both as a preacher and a man of parts; and 
fhe exprefsly confeffed, that fire had for a 
long while been making intereft to be admit­
ted into the number of his penitents.

“ Indeed, thefe dangers to which confef­
fors are expofed from their continual and 
confidential intercourfe with the fex, (for, to 
the praife of women be it fpoken, they are 
infinitely more exadl than men in making 
their confeffions) are much taken notice of 
in the books in which directions are given to 
fuch priefts as are defigned for that employ­
ment ; and they are warned againft nothing 
fo much as an inclination to hear preferably 
the confeffions of the other fex.—St. Charles 
Borommee, as I have read in one of thofe 
books, prefcribed to confeffors to have all 
the doors wide open, when they heard the 
confeffion of a woman ; and he had fupplied 
them with a fet of paffages from Pfalms, fuch 
as, Car mundum crea in me, Doming, and the 
like, which he advifed them to have pafted 
on fome confpicuous place within their fight, 
and which were to ferve them as ejaculatory 
exclamations by which to vent the wicked 
thoughts with which they might feel them- 
felves agitated, and as kinds of Abracadabras, 
or Retro Satanas, to apply to, whenever they 
fllould find themfelves on the point of being 
overcome by fome too fudden temptation.

“ Numbers of confeffors, however, whe­
ther it was that they had forgotten to fupply 
themfelves with the paffages recommended 
by St. Charles Borommee, or that thofe paf­
fages really proved ineffectual in thofe inftants

Evrop. Mag. 

RCH, 1784. eoi

in which they were intended to be ufeful, 
have, at different times, formed ferious defigns 
upon the chaftity of their penitents ; and the 
Angular fituation in which they were placed, 
both with refpedt to the public, and to their 
penitents themfelves, with whom, changing 
the grave fupercilious confeffor into the wan­
ton lover was no eafy tranfition, have led 
them to ufe expedients of rather Angular 
kinds, to attain their ends. Some, like Ro­
bert d’ ArbrijjeI (and the fame has been faid 
of Adhelm, an Englifh faint who lived before 
the Conqueft), have induced young women to 
lie with them in the fame beds, giving them 
to underftand, that, if they could prove fu- 
perior to every temptation, and rife from bed 
as they went to it, it would be in the higheft 
degree meritorious. Others, Menas for in­
ftance, a Spanifh monk whofe cafe was 
quotedin the proceedings againft father Gi­
rard, perfuaded young women to live with 
him in a kind of holy conjugal union, which 
he defcribed to them, but which did not 
however end, at laft, in that intellectual 
manner which the father had promifed.— 
Others have perfuaded women, that the works 
of matrimony were no lefs liable to pay tithes 
than the fruits of the earth, and have received 
thefe tithes accordingly. This fcheme was, 
it is faid, contrived by the friars of a certain 
convent in a fmall town in Spain, and La 
Fontaine has made it the fubjedt of one of 
his Tales, which is entitled The Cordeliers of 
Catalonia, in which he defcribes with much 
humour the great punctuality of the ladies in 
that town, in difeharging their debts to the 
fathers, and the vaft bufinefs that was, in 
confequence, carried on in the convent of 
the latter.

“ Laftiy, other confeffors have had re- 
courfe to their power of flagellation, as an 
excellent expedient for preparing the fuccefs 
of their fchemes, and preventing the firft 
fufpicions which their penitents might enter­
tain of their views.

“ In order the better to remove the fcru- 
ples which the modefty of thefe latter caufed 
them at firft to oppofe, they ufed to reprefent 
to them, that our firft parents were naked in 
the garden of Eden; they moreover afked, 
whether people muft not be naked when they 
are chriftened ? and fliall not they likewife 
be fo on the day of Refurredtion ? Nay, 
others have made fuch a ftate of nakednefs, 
on the part of their penitents, a matter of 
exprefs duty, and have fupported this doo- 
trine, as the author of the Apologie pour Be- 
rodote relates, by quoting the paflage of Jefus 
Chrift, in which he fays, Go, and fhevo thy- 
felf to the priefi.

“ However, inftances of the wantonnefs 
of priefts like this latter, in which 'a ferious
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ufe was made of paffages from the books on 
which religion is grounded, in order to for­
ward fchemes of a guilty nature, Certainly 
cannot, in whatever light the fubjedl be con- 
fidered, admit of any juftification : though 
on the other hand, when the national cala­
mities produced by fophifms of this kind and 
fhe arts of men of the fame cloth are con- 
fidered, one cannot help wifhing that they had 
conftantly employed both thefe fophifms and 
their artifices in purfuits like thofe above 
mentioned, and that enfnaring a few female 

penitents (who were not perhaps, after all, 
extremely unwilling to be enfnared), and 
ferving flagellations, had been the \vorft 
exceffes they ever had committed.”

The fooleries of the Romifh priefts, and 
that farrago of legendary tales, which ar« 
illuftrated and adorned with commentaries 
learned, humourous, and delicately bawdy, are 
calculated to afford an higher degree of enter­
tainment in Roman Catholic countries than in 
England, where the people have almoft for­
got the exiftence of devils, monks, and nuns.

A Syftem of Chronology : Containing,
I. An Explanation of the Principles of this Science ; together with an Account of the moft 

remarkable Epochs, TEras, and Periods, the Dates and Extent of which are afcertained.
II. A Chronological Hiftory, which exhibits a connected View of the Time, Mode, and 

Circumftances of the Origin, Progrefs, Decline, and Fall, of every confiderable Kingdom, 
from the earlieft Period to the prefent.

III. A Lift of feverai Eclipfes before the Chriftian JEra, obferved by Aftronomers, or re­
corded by Hiftorians, and of all Eclipfes from A. D. i, to A. D. 1900, with an expla­
natory Preface.

IV. A Chronological Lift of Councils, in which the Date, Place, and Subjeft of every 
Council are fpecified.

V. Chronological Tables and Charts from B. C. 2300, to A. D. 1784, adapted to a Scale, 
and afcertaining the Duration of the Lives and Reigns of the moft eminent Perfonages in 
all Ages.

VL A Lift of remarkable Events and Occurrences relating to every Kingdom and Nation 
from the earlieft Ages to the prefent Time ; with the Dates of many Celeftial Phenomena.

VII. Supplemental Tables illuftrating the feverai Parts of the Syftem.
VIII. A copious Biographical Indek, in which the Dates of the Reigns of Kings, and of 

the Lives of remarkable Men in all Ages, are infected, and concife Characters of both 
are occafionally given.

By James Playfair, D. D. Member of the Antiquarian Society of Scotland. Edinburgh, 
Creech. London, Dilly, Walter, and Robfon. 1784.

TH E vaft importance of Chronology is 
univerfally allowed, and needs no il- 

luftration. It was unneceflary therefore to 
obferve, that “ without its aid, the obfcure 
labyrinths of antiquity could not be pervad­
ed, nor the materials of hiftorical informa­
tion, found in the records of time, be arranged 
and adjufted—That the drain of caufes and 
effefls, that reaches from the creation of the 
world to the prefent moment, would lie 
disjointed and broken before us—That the 
recital of complicated fads and occurrences 
would perplex and confound us, inftead of 
informing our underftaading, and regulating 
.our conduit—And that all would be confu- 
fion and chaos.” But, “ when Chronology 
and Hiftory unite their efforts, in tracing the 
connection and dependence of events, and in 
diftributing thefe into proper periods, light 
arifes out of darknefs,' our knowledge of 
life is improved, our acquaintance with the 
world is cultivated, and our views of Provi­
dence are enlarged.”

This work is divided into five Parts, 
which are arranged and treated in the follow­
ing manner:

V 1- Ths elements or principles of Chro­

nology conftitute the fubjeft of the firft 
part. The various divifions of time, viz. the 
hour, the day, the week, the month, ths 
year, the folar and lunar cycles, the epadt, 
the indiftion, and the Julian period, are ex­
plained, and proper rules and examples are 
given under each head. Several remarkable 
epochs, seras, and periods, occurring in hiftory, 
the dates and quantities of thefe are afcertain­
ed with accuracy ; and they are treated in the 
following order: 1. The creation of th<j 
world. 2. The Jewifh sera, 3. The patri­
archal period. 4. The univerfal deluge. 
5. The vocation of Abraham. 6. The fo- 
journing of the Ifraelites in Egypt, 7. The 
Argonautic expedition. 8. The fiege and 
deftrueftion of Troy. 9. The period from 
the exit of the Ifraelites to the building of 
Solomon’s Temple. 10. The period of 
the reigns of the kings of Judah and Ifrael. 
11. The sera of the Olympiads. 12. The 
epoch of the building of Rome. 13. The 
Nabonaflarean sera. 14, The date of the Ba- 
byloniih captivity. 15. The foundation of the 
Perfian monarchy. 16. The eftablifhment of 
the Roman confular dignity. 17. The feveiv 
ty weeks of Daniel. 18. The death of Alex­

ander 
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^ider the Great. 19. The sera of the Seleu- 
cidae, or Syro-Macedonians. 20. The Spa- 
nifh sera. 21. The true and vulgar Chriftian 
seraj. 22. The epoch of the paffion of our 
bleffed Saviour. 23. The deftruftion of Jeru­
salem. 24. The aera of Dioclefian. 25. The 
sera of Conftantinople. 26. The epoch of 
New Rome, or Conftantinople. 27. The sera 
of Hegira. 28. Theaeraof Jefdegird. 29. The 
epoch of the reformation.

“ 2. Though the greater part of readers 
may have .acquired a general acquaintance 
with hiftorv, yet the dates and material cir- 
cumftances relating to kingdoms and empires, 
together with the connection and regular 
fucceffion of the moft ftriking events, are 
often loft fight of, or not properly attended 
to. In order to imprefs thefe particulars on 
the mind, I have exhibited, in the Second 
Part, a fuccinft and connected view of the 
time, mode, and circumftances of the efta- 
blifhment, progrefs, perfection, decline, and 
fall of every confiderable kingdom in the 
world, from the earlieft period to the prefent 
age. This part may ferye, in fome degree, 
as a compendium of universal hiftory.

“ 3. As eclipfes are effential to the ad- 
juftment and determination of many dates in 
chronology, I have inferted a correft lift of 
feveral before the Chriftian sera, obferved 
by aftronomers, or recorded by hiftorians, 
and of all, from A. D. 1. to 1900. Thefe 
eclipfes were calculated with infinite labour 
by Mr. Pingre, and publifhed in L’Art de 
verifier les Dates. To this catalogue I have 
prefixed an explanation, containing fome 
tables, by which the extent of the penumbra, 
and the quantity of an eclipfe in any given 
latitude and meridian, may be known. As 
the hiftory of the church bears a confiderable 
proportion to that of the world, I have ad­
ded, for the benefit of thofe who would be 
converfant in ecclefiaftical affairs, a chrono­
logical lift of councils, and I have fixed the 
date of every council, the city and province 
in which it was affembled, the perfon who 
prefided, and the chief fubjefts of debate, 
Thefe lifts of eclipfes and of councils confti- 
tute the third part of the following work,

“ 4. The chronological tables and charts 
are contained in the fourth part, and may 
be confidered as the refult of all that precedes. 
They commence B. C. 2200. The lifts of 
Emperors, Kings, and Pontifs, defeend in a 
parallel direction; and the years of every 
reign may be known by the means of a mar­
ginal fcale. The names of perfons renown­
ed in hiftory are inferted; and the duration 
cf their refpeftive lives is marked by a line, 
which, when applied to the fcale, will give the 
number of years. On the flighted iqfpeftion 
contemporaries are obferved ; an advantage 
go: to be derived, jn the fame degree, from 

tables differently conftru&ed. Thefe tables 
and charts are introduced by a circumftantial 
account of their conftruftion and ufe,

“ 5. To aid the memory of ordinary read­
ers of hiftory, 1 have collected a confidera­
ble number of memorable events and occur­
rences (including many aftronomical obfer- 
vations and celeftial phenomena) relating to 
the feveral nations and kingdoms of the 
world, from the earlieft ages, and have ar­
ranged them in chronological order. Not 
only the year, but frequently the month and 
the day of the event, are fubjoined. As 
thefe have been extracted, for the moft part, 
from genuine fources of information, the 
dates, I prefume, will be found to be fuffi.- 
ciently accurate.

“ 6. In the Appendix are inferted many 
tables requifite to the illuftration of feveral 
parts of the fyftem. The titles of thefe ta­
bles are .as follows : 1. The years of the He­
gira, with the correfponding years of the 
Chriftian sera, and the Feriae of thefe years 
to A. I). 1900. 2. The Olympiads, with 
the names of the Viftors, and of the Archons 
of Athens. 3. The different computations 
of the age of the world. 4. The charafters 
of the Arabian months. 5. A feries of re­
markable dates and epochs, from the crea­
tion of the world to the commencement of 
the Chriftian sera, with proofs from the fat 
cred writings, ancient hiftory, &c. 6. A
lift of Theban Kings, according to the chro- 
nicon of Eratofthenes. 7. Ptolemy’s canon 
of the Chaldaean, Perfian, Grecian, and Ro­
man Kings. 8. The months of many na­
tions adjufted to thofe of the reformed Julian 
year. 9. The Jewifh common and embo- 
lifmal years compared. 10. The dates of 
many remarkable epochs, asras, and periods, 
in the order of the Julian months. 11. The 
days of the Julian year reckoned from Janu­
ary, and thofe of the Egyptian year front 
Thoth. 12. The Nabonaffarean and Julian 
years compared. 13. A table of lunations, 
from one to 10,000. 14. The number of 
days, hours, and fidereal, folar, and Julian 
years, frpm one to 10,000. 15. The golden 
number from one to 4000. 16. A table 
(hewing the days of the months by the 
dominical letter. 17. The number of direc­
tion for finding Eafter Sunday by the golden 
number and the dominical letter. 18. The do­
minical letters from B. C. 4200, to A. D. 4000, 
for old and new ftyles. 19. The Pafchal limits 
from A. D. 15 8 3, to A. D. 1900, old and new 
ftyles. 20. The day of the week, which 
anfwers; to any day of the month. 21. A 
table of epafts. 22. A requifite table to 
that of epafts, 23. A table for the reduc­
tion of partts of the equator into mean folar 
hours, and v. v. 24, A table for the reduc­
tion of time into parts, of the equator, and
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v. v. 25. The- limits of folar eclipfes. 
26. A table of the latitudes of places, and 
the differences of meridians. 27. The num­
ber of lunations and decimals in any given 
time, &c. The ufe of each of thefe tables 
is fhown and illuftrated.

“ 7. Lajlly, As manyperfons, diftinguifh- 
ed by abilities, natural or acquired, could not 
find a place in the tables or charts, I have 
annexed a copious biographical ■ index, in 
which the dates of the reigns of Kings, and 
of the lives of remarkable men, are inferted, 
and concife characters of both are occafion- 
ally given.”

It is evident that Dr. Playfair, in the compo- 
fition of this work, has ■ bellowed great care 
and attention, the chief requifite in works of 
this kind. It is only juftice to fay, that his 
Syftem of Chronology is more fimple in its 
form, more extenfive in its plan, and better 
adapted to the ftudy of hiftory, than any that 
has yet been given to the public. ■

Anecdotes of the Author.

James Playfair was born, of honeft parents, 
on the banks of the Ilay, in the parifh of 
Bendochy, and county of Angus. After the 
common courfe of fchool-education, which. 
is eafily obtained in almoft every village of 
note in North Britain, he went to ftudy at the 
Vniverfity of St. Andrews., Here he made 
fo great proficiency in knowledge, that after 
ten years ftudy he was admitted a probationer, • 
or preacher at large, that is, without any cure, 
by the prefbytery of Meigle. He was pro­
moted to the church-living of New-Tile. by 
Mr. Stuart Mackenzie, and afterwards to 
that of .Meigle ; near which village Mr. Mac­
kenzie refides, in a place called Kirk-hill, alias 
Bell-mount *.  As this gentleman amufes his 
leifure with the more fimple experiments in 
Natural Philofophy, and obfervatlpns in Geo­
metry, and is fond of the reputation of being 
a Philofopher, Mr. Playfair, his parifh mini- 
fter, confounded his congregation, whenever 
his patron attended, with great learning, and 
feemed to imagine that there was nobody who 
had a foul to be faved but the Laird. The 
fame defire of accommodating himfelf to the 
tafte of Mr. Mackenzie, induced him to en­
ter on the ftudy of mathematicks, in which 
ftudy he has made fome proficiency, as ap­
pears from the publication we have juft re­
viewed.

This aptitude of foiling himfelf to his 
company, this happy verfatility of mind, to 
which we are ultimately indebted for this 
excellent Syftem of Chronology, is, in truth, 

* The kirk-bell was formerly bung up there.
+ In Scotland, where there be “ Gods many, and Lords many, 

called my Lord, becaufe he holds the office of Privy-feal.

the moft ftriking feature in Dr. Playfair's, 
character. It it well known, that the clergy 
and people of Scotland are divided into the 
Liberal and the Fanatical. With thofe of 
the firft clafs, Mr. James Playfair appeared 
a gay, free, and, what they called, an honefl 
man : with thofe of the fecond, a man of 
laudable bigotry, enthufiafm, and morofenefs 
and feverity towards all wrho did not pr. fefs 
the higheft doctrines.of the Genevan church. 
Cujus rei libet fmulator ac diffimulator, He 
became all things to all men. When he 
preached in Dundee, he blew the trumpet in 
Zion, afferted that the Minifters of the Gof- 
pel, like the Prophets of old, were divinely 
commiffioned to infpedt and controul public 
meafures, and hefitated not to fpeak evil of 
dignities. But, when it was his lot to preach 
before the Great,'Paul pleading his own caufe 
before Agrippa and Bejius was not more po­
lite, nor half fo ftudious of giving, no offence. 
And it is here that we have chofen to take 
notice of that Dedication which is prefixed to 
this work, and which does fo- little honour to 
Dr. Playfair either as a man of genius, a gen­
tleman, or a Chriftian divine. The very firft 
fentence is evidently an imitation of what 
Dr. Robertfon fays, fo handfomely, in his 
celebrated Dedication of his Hiftory of 
Charles V. to his prefent Majefty. He goes 
on to praife Mr. Mackenzie for his know­
ledge of fcience, his attention to literary 
merit, and above all (for it is this that is made 
to complete and crown the climax)—above 
all, for the many fignal favours he had been 
pleafed to confer on hint. This, it muft be owned,< 
except a few dinners to Abbe Denina at 
Turin, is the only mark of . attention to 
literary merit, that has ever, as far as we 
have been informed, been imputed to Mr. 
Mackenzie. Nor is this any refiedlion on 
that gentleman. He is not a prince, or mi- 
nifter of ftate, that the world fhould look up 
to him for patronage to men of letter's.—The 
Rev. Dr. Playfair proceeds, after fuch grofs 
adulation, to apologize to his neighbour, the 
laird of Kirk-hill, for “ approaching his lord- 
ship Is this the language of one gen­
tleman, of one mathematician to another ? 
The term li. approach ” excites indignation 
and difguft when applied to kings and em­
perors. It is confecrated to devotion, and 
ought not, by any means, to be adopted in 
the mutual complimentary addreffes of vain, 
finful, wretched, and corruptible mortals.

. We have not been able to difcover front 
what Univerfity Mr. Playfair obtained the 
degree of dodlor of divinity. It was pro­
bably from that of .Aberdeen or St. .Andrews.

Mr, Mackenzie is

So
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■So clofely however is evil linked with good, 
.that the literary honour conferred on Mr. 
Playfair rather diminiflied than extended his- 
fame in his own country.

In the fame county, and at the diftance 
.of only a few miles from our author, lived 
Mr. John Playfair, a clergyman, a man of 
profound genius, great friendffiip, and ftrift 
integrity and hopour. The circumftances of 
pame, vicinity, and profeffion, confounded 

the two reverend brethren in the imagina-- 
tions of. many of their countrymen, until 
the apoftle James was unfortunately diftin- 
guifhed from the apoftle John by the degree 
of doftor of divinity.

Dr. Playfair having, among other anti­
quities, given a lift of eclipfes from the firft 
year of our Lord down to the year 1900, 
naturally became a member of the Antiqua­
rian Society of Scotland. 

Anecdotes of the Ruffian Empire; in a Series of Letters, written a few Years ago from
St. Petersburg.

MR. Richardfon, who accompanied Lord 
Cathcart in his embaffy to the Ruffian 

Court, and w'ho paffed his time in Ruffia 
during the fpace of four years, bad opportu­
nities of obferving many circumftances that 
appeared to him remarkable in the manners 
of the Ruffians 5 and of knowing fome par­
ticulars that feemed to him interefting in the- 
characters of eminent perfons. With great 
good fehfe, and regard to truth, he has only 
mentioned fuch facts as he had occafion to 
Witnefs, or fuch as had been communicated to 
him by perfons on whofe information he 
could depend.

Several of the letters contained in this vo­
lume have little relation either to the manners 
pf the Ruffians, or to the characters of emi­
nent co-temporaries. Some of them contain 
enquiries fuggefted to the author,, or hiscor- 
refpondents, concerning fafts or events, which. 
he has taken occafion to mention. Others 
have a connection ftill more remote; and are 
fdarcely any otherwife related to his fubjeft, 
than that they Were written during the time 
he remained in Ruffia.—This conduit, it muft 
be owned, favours fomewbat of book-mak­
ing : but as the matter, though extraneous, 
is yet very interefting, we readily excufe it.

As a fpetimen of this amufing publication, 
we ffiall lay before our readers the following 
account of an escurfion into Carelia, and of 
the ftate of the Finlanders :

I am juft returned from a very agreeable 
excurfion into the province of Carelia. The 
appearance of the country atthisfeafon is re­
markably pleafant. It rifes in little hills, and 
js a good deal covered with birch, fir, after, 
and other trees. In the woods there are a 
pumber of hurtleberries, cranberries, and wild 
ftrawbepries. The foil is in general light and 
fandy, and the country is diverfified with lit­
tle green lawns, rpeadows, and corn-fields. 
I was furprized at the fize of the grafshop- 
pers ; they are at leaft an inch and an half in 
length. The houfes in the villages are con- 
ftrufted of wood ; and the inhabitants of this 
country are chiefly Fins.

“ The Fins are neither fo tall nor fo hand- 
(ome as, the Ruffians. Their hair is light-co-

Cadell.- 1784.
loured, and their compleftions fair; fo that 
though their children are very comely, the 
poornefs of their diet, and the inclement wea­
ther to which they are fo much expofed, give 
them, when grown up to youth and man­
hood, even a miferable appearance. Their 
language is totally different from that of the 
Ruffians : being chiefly Lutherans, they are 
alfo of a different religion ; and though all the 
fubjefts of this empire may be confidered on 
an equal footing in regard to freedom, yet 
having been conquered by the Ruffians, they 
are confidered as their inferiors. They are 
accordingly treated with the utmoft infult and 
abufe,

“ Nothing indeed can be more deplorable 
than the condition of a -people reduced by, 
and conftitpting a part of, another nation, but 
differing from them in language, cuftoms and 
religion. Such differences will expofe them 
to contempt; the contempt they meet with 
will in time make them deferve it : treated 
with no refpeft by others who have power 
over them, they will lofe all fenfe of charac­
ter, and have no refpeft for themfelves :—• 
thus, not daring to exprefs their refentment 
in a refolute and manly manner, they will 
harbour fentiments of latent malice ; they will 
indulge ignominious vices; become mean, 
infidious, and deceitful. Perhaps circum­
ftances of this fort may account for the cha- 
rafter of many modern Jews ; and, fo long 
as thefe circumftances continue, they will al­
ways be a feparate people. On the difperfion. 
of that famous nation, many things concurred 
to keep them diftinft from the other nations 
among whom they dwelt, and to render them 
even objefts of their averfion. This was par­
ticularly the cafe in Europe. Among the 
European -ftates the manners and maxims of 
chivalry were about to commence : men fub- 
fifted by war and agriculture ; commerce and 
manufaftures were not held in efteem. But 
the Jew's were neither proprietors of land 
nor retainers on great men ; they no longer 
made ufe of the fw’ord ; and fubfifted neither 
by agriculture nor military depredation.-------
Contemned and detefted for their origin, their 
religion, their hatred of Chriftianity, and their 

perfecution
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pcrfecution of its holy author, they felt that 
they had no character to lofe, and betook 
themfelves for fubfiftence to fuch employ­
ments as the Europeans defpifed. They 
earned a livelihood by traffic ; and by fuch 
occupations as among the Romans, and the 
northern nations who rofe on the ruins of 
Rome, were never pradlifed but by the dregs 
of the people. This therefore added to the 
contempt and hatred of their condition ; and 
contributed, by a correfponding procefs, to 
render them really bafe and defpicable. Per­
ceiving and feeling that they were already 
hated and defpifed, they had not fufficient for­
titude to contend with, and overcome the mi- 
ferable influences of fituation 5 they fuffered 
themfelves to deferve both contempt and aver­
sion, and not only engaged in employments 
which were held difhonourable, but adted 
dilhonourably in fuch employments. They 
not only praftifed commerce, but were guilty 
of fraud. As Europe became civilized, they 
found that they were enabled, by their occu­
pations, both to fubfift and become wealthy. 
Their fituation, therefore, however defpifed 
by the Gentiles, had confiderable advantages, 
which compenfated for the contempt they 
fuffered, and reconciled them to their condi­
tion. It ought alfo to be remarked, that the 
opportunity which fraud and deceit gave them 
of retaliating in fome meafure the injuries they 
underwent, as it gratified their refentment, 
tended to darken their underftandings, and 
hindered them from difeerning the atrocity of 
their condudf. Upon the whole of this di- 
greflion, it may not be improper to remark, 
that thofe who enjoy pre-eminence, and treat 
their inferiors with contempt, merely on ac­
count of difference of fituation, trefpafs againft 
the interefts of fociety, by compelling men to 
become worthlefs. It may alfo be mentioned, 
that as Situations of this fort are of fuch power­
ful, as well as of fuch malignant influence, if 
there are perfons who, in defiance of them, 
affert the dignity of human nature by the in­
flexible dignity of their own conduct, they do 
honour to the fpecies.
ie In returning from my excurfion I faw fome 

very beautiful landfkips. Travelling through 
a thin wood of birch and aller, I. had a fine 
view to tire fouth of the gulph of Finland, 
bounded by FEtthcnia, which prefented the 
palaces of Peterhoff and Oranibaum, and was 
diverfified by a number of veffels that lay at 
anchor. Towards the eaft was a green and 
bufhy wildernefs; the numerous iflands of 
the Neva adorned with wood; the river flow­
ing around them in different channels; and 
the gilded or painted fpires of the city rifmg, 
as it were, from the midft of a foreft. The 
fun fetting bright in the weft, and pouring a 
blaze of radiance on the gulph, heightened in 

a remarkable manner the beauty of the land- 
fkip. I went into a barge at the mouth of 
the Neva ; the courfe of the ftream was per­
fectly fmooth ; the banks and borders of the 
fragrant and green iflands, as I was rowed 
along, were for ever changing their appear - 
ance; and the bargemen ftruck their oars 
according to the cadences of their vocal 
concert. The moon, fhining over the 
whole with temperate but unclouded ra­
diance, rendered the feene very foft and fo- 
lemn.”

Let the Engliffi farmer, merchant, and 
mechanic felicitate hinffelf on his own lor, 
while he reads the following account of the 
flavery of the Ruffian peafants:

“ I will endeavour, in fo far as my own 
obfervation extends, and in fo far as I may 
depend on the information I have received 
from others, to fatisfy your enquiries con­
cerning the political fituation and national 
character of the Ruffians. On this fubjeft I 
fhall lay the fa<fts and obfervations before you 
in the order in which they occur ; and with 
fuch occafional incidents or anecdotes as may 
tend to illuftrate any general remark. Nor 
will I trouble you with any apology for a 
method, if it may be termed method, fo 
very defultory. In truth, I want leifure, 
and, perhaps, many other requifltes, for 
compofing a formal treatife. 1 will there­
fore confole myfelf, and endeavour to fatisfy 
you, by obferving, that, for the purpofes of 
mere amufement, the arrangement I have 
chol’en is perhaps as proper as any other. I 
have alfo to premife, that if any thing fevers 
fhall happen to efcape me concerning the form 
of the Ruffian government, it can only be con­
cerning the form, and without any view to 
the prefent adminiftration. I believe fincerely 
that no defpot, or, if you like the term 
better, no abfolute monarch, ever ruled 
with more prudence, or ftudied the welfare 
of his people with more reftitude of inten­
tion, than the prefent Emprefs of Ruffia. 
Yet it is impoffible for a native of Britain, 
giving an account of this country to an En- 
glilhman, not to exprefs fuch feelings and 
refletftions, as a comparifon between the Bri- 
tifh government, and that of other nations, 
muft naturally fuggeft.

“ The peafants in Ruffia, that is to fay, 
the greateft part of the fubjefts of this em­
pire, are in a ftate of abjedt flavery, and are 
reckoned the property of the nobles to whom 
they belong, as much as their dogs and horfes. 
Indeed, the wealth of a great man in Ruffia 
is not computed by the extent of land he 
poffelfes, or by the quantity of grain he can 
bring to market, but by the number of his, 
flaves. Thofe belonging to prince Shereba- 
tpff? and conftituting Iris fortune, are laid to 
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tse no lets in number than a hundred and 
twenty-feven thoufand.

“ Every Have pays about a ruble * yearly'to 
his owner; and if he be in the way of mak­
ing money, the tribute he pays is augmented. 
In. general, every Ruffian nobleman allots to 
the peafants that belong to him, a certain 
portion of land to be cultivated by them, the 
produde of which, excepting what fuffices 
for their own maintenance, is paid to the 
proprietor. Sometimes thofe flaves praftife 
trades, or engage in traffic' ; and all fuch 
■perfons pay a much greater fum yearly to 
their owners, than is done by the labourer of 
the ground. In fatft, a Ruffian peafant has 
no property ; every thing he poffeffes, even 
the miferable raiment that fhelters him from 
the cold, may be feized by his mafter as his 
own.—A carpenter, being known to have 
made fome money, was' commanded by the 
rapacious Reward of a rapacious Knaez, to 
give two hundred rubles to his owner. The 
man obeyed, and brought the money in cop­
per. “ I muR have it in filver,” laid the 
Reward. The flave, denying that he had fo 
much, was inRantly fcourged till he promifed 
to fulfil the demand. He brought the filver, 
and the covetous fuperior retained both the 
-filver and copper.------You will eafily con­

* Four {hillings.

ceive, that men in this fituation, if they are 
ever enabled to improve their fortunes, will 
conceal their wealth, and alfume an external 
appearance of indigence and mifery.

“ The owner has alfo the power of felling 
his flave, or of hiring his labour to other 
perfons; and it happens fometimes, that a 
Knaez, or Boyard, fhall give a flave to a 
neighbouring Boyard in exchange for a dog 
•or a'horfe. The owner may alfo inflidt on 
his flaves whatever puniftiment he pleafes, 
and for any fort of offence. It is againft 
law, indeed, to put any of them to death ; 
yet it happens, fometimes, that a poor flaye 
dies of the wounds lie receives from a paf- 
fionate and unrelenting fuperior. I have 
heard, that not long ago a lady at Mofcow, 
the fiRer of Marifchal S--------- , was con-
vidled of having put to death upwards of fe- 
venty flaves, by fcourging, and by inflicting 
upon them other barbarous punifhments. It 
was a matter of amufement with her to 
Contrive fuch modes of punifhment as were 
whimfical and unufual. Such enormity, 
however, notwithftanding her rank, and the 
great power which the nobility have over 
their flaves, was not to pafs with impunity. 
She was tried, was found guilty, and con­
demned to Rand in the market-place, with a 
label on her breaR declaring her crime, and 
to be flmt up in a dungeon. But Rte, who 

had felt no reluflance in making her fellow­
creatures fuffer the moft inhuman torments, 
and had even amufed herfelf with the variety 
of their fufferings, had fuch a fenfe of her 
rank, and fuch lively feelings of her own 
difgrace, that pride, fhame, and refentment 
deprived her of her reafon. In truth, both 
the crime and the punifhment feem to me 
Rrongly marked with the characters of bar­
barity.

“ As a Ruffian peafant has no property, 
can enjoy none of the fruits of his own la­
bour more than is fufficient to preferve his 
exiftence, and can tranfmit nothing to his 
children but the inheritance of wretched 
bondage, he thinks of nothing beyond the pre­
fent. You are not, of confequence, to ex­
pert among them much induftry and exer­
tion. Expofed to corporal punifhment, and. 
put on the footing of irrational animals, how 
can they poffefs that fpint and elevation of 
fentiment which diRinguifh the natives of a 
free Rate ? Treated with fo much inhuma­
nity, how can they be humane ? I am confi­
dent, that moR of the defects which .appear 
in their national character, are in confequence 
of the defpotifm of the Ruffian government.

“ I mentioned that the revenue of a Ruf­
fian nobleman arifes from thofe lands which 
are cultivated by his flaves; and fometimes 
in their being employed in other occupations 
than tillage. They often come from diftant 
provinces, and are either employed as do- 
meflic flaves, mechanics, or as day-labourers, 
at Mofcow, Peterfburgh, and other cities. In 
thefe cafes they muR have certificates and a 
written permit, fpecifying their names, own­
ers, and the time they are allowed to be ab- 
fent. When they come to any great town, 
with a view of remaining there, and engaging 
themfelves in any work, the perfon who 
employs them muft lodge their certificates 
with the mafler of the police, in the place 
where they are about to refide. After re­
maining their allotted time, they muft return 
to their former owners, and muR be account­
able to them for every thing they have earn­
ed.—To thefe practices the Emprefs alludes 
in the following paffages, in her inftrudtions 
to the deputies affembled for making laws :—• 
“ It feems, too, that the method of exacting 
“ their revenues, invented by the lords, di- 
“ miniflies both the inhabitants, and the fpirit 
“ of agriculture, in Ruffia. AlmoR all the 
“ villages are heavily taxed. The lords, wrho 
“ feldom or never refide in their villages, lay 
“ an impoft on every head, of one, two, and 
(i even five rubles, without the leaft regard 
“ to the means by which their peafants may 
“ be able to raife this money. It is highly

jaeceflary
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tc neceffary that the law fhould prefcribe a 
u rule to the lords, for a more judicious meJ 
“ thod of raifing their revenues; and oblige 
“ them to levy fuch a tax as tends leaft to fe- 
*£ parate the peafant from his houfe and fa- 
“ mily : this would be the means by which 
“ agriculture would become more extenfive, 
“ and population more increafed in the em- 
(l pire. Even now, fome hufbandmen do 
“ not fee their houfes for fifteen years toge- 
<c ther, and yet pay the tax annually to their 
“ refpeCtive lords ; which they procure in 
“ towns at a vaft diftance from their families, 
“ and wander over the whole empire for that 
“ purpofe.”

<c Another hardfhip to which the Ruffian , 
peafants are expofed, is, that they are 
obliged to marry whatfoever perfons, or at 
what time, their fuperiors pleafe. Every 
Have who is a father, pays a certain tax to 
his owner for each of his children ; and the 
owner is therefore folicitous that a new pro­
geny be railed as foon as poffible. Marriages 
of this fort muft produce little happinels; 
neither hufband nor wife are very ftudious 
of conjugal fidelity : hence the lower claffes 
are as profligate as can poffibly be conceived ; 
and, in fuch circumftancesywe cannot expedt 
that they will have much care of their chil­
dren.

“ The condition of thofe peafants who are 
immediate Haves of the crown, is reckoned 
lefs wretched than the condition of thofe who 
belong to the nobility; and they are' of three 
kinds : The firft are thofe who, having ei­
ther fecretly, or by the favour of a humane 
fuperior, been able to procure as much mo­
ney as may enable them to purchafe their 
freedom, have alfo the good luck to live un­
der a fuperior who is equitable enough to 
free them for the fum they offer. Such 
perfons, and their children, are ever after im­
mediate flaves of the crown. On the fame 
footing are all priefts and their children ; 
though the dependance of the inferior upon 
the fuperior clergy, is Sometimes as grievous 
as the moft painful bondage. Soldiers alfo, 
and their children (and this clafs includes the 
whole body of the nobility) are immediate 
flaves of the crown.

0 fortunatos nimium, fua Ji Lona not inl, 
Eritannos !n

In the thirtieth letter we have, among 
other curious particulars, a very ingenious 
and, we doubt not, juft reprefentation of the 
national character of the Ruffians:

“ In my laft, 1 gave you fome account of 
the perfons, food, drefs, houfes, and names' 
of the Ruffians. The circumftances I fhall 
now mention, concerning their falutations, 
quarrels, and amufements, may give you a

more particular view of their manners and 
national character.

“ Two Ruffian peafants, meeting each 
other, take off their caps, bow moft pro­
foundly, ffiake hands, wipe their beards, kifs 
one another, and, according to their different 
ages, call one another brother or father, or 
by fome appellation that expreffes affection. 
Both men and women in their falutations 
bow very low. I was much ftruck with 
this circumftance; and foon found, that, in 
their obeifance to the great, and in the wor- 
fliip of their faints, they were earn’ trained to 
proftration and pliancy of body. Indeed, the 
fervile fubmiffion they teftify to their fupe­
riors, can only be equalled by the haughty 
ufage they meet with in return.

“ Two Ruffian peafants, if they fhould 
happen to quarrel, feldom proceed to blows, 
but they deal abufe with great profufion ; and 
their abufive language qonfifts of the bafeft 
allufions, and the moft ffiocking obfeenity.— 
This can fcarcely be exemplified in the man­
ners of any other nation. If ever they come 
to blows, the conflict has a moft ludicrous ap­
pearance ; they know nothing of the clench’d 
fift of an Enghfhman ; but lay about them 
moft uncouthly with open hands and extend­
ed arms.

“ I know no circumftance by which the 
national character of any people may more 
eafdy be detected, than their amufements.— 
When men divert themfelves, they are caret 
lefs, unguarded, and unreferved : then the 
heart, and all its latent tendencies, difguifed 
inclinations, and indulged habits, appear.— 
Nor am I acquainted with any circumftance 
by which national characters are more diver- 
fified. The Romans were a lefs refined peo­
ple than the Greeks; their amufements ac­
cordingly were coarfer and more fanguinary. 
In like manner the diverfions of the French 
and Spaniards mark the difference of their na­
tional character. The paftime of the Spa­
niards, without doors, is fierce and bloody ; 
nor is the Toros, or bull-fight, of which 
they are fo paffionately fond, the amufement 
of men only, but has its admirers alfo among 
the women. Hence Butler has faid of them,

That Spanifh heroes, with their lances, 
At once wound bulls and ladies’ fancies: 
And he acquires the nobleft fpoufe 
That widows greateft herds of cows.

“ Chefs, and the other amufements to which 
a Spaniard has recourfe within doors, are cer­
tainly very' grave and folemn. E ow diffe­
rent from the gaiety, fprightlinefs, good hu­
mour, and feeming levity of a Frenchman 1

“ The diverfions of an Engliffiman exhi­
bit ftrength, agility, and the love of exertion. 
Thofe of a Ruffian exhibit floth, inactivity, 

and 
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and the love of pleafure. The Ruffians, in 
their amufements, are indeed extremely fo­
ci al. They affemble in crowds, fing, drink, 
fwing on fee-faws, are drawn up and down 
and round about in flying chairs fixed upon 
wheels, fome with a perpendicular, and fome 
with a horizontal motion.

“ In the winter feafoh, they are pufhed 
down ice-hills and gliffades. Thofe ice-hills 
are railed upon the river, and are conftrufted 
of wooden frames. They are very high; fo 
that you afcend fifty or fixty fteps on the 
fide behind what is properly called the glif- 
fade. The fummit is flat, and enclofed with 
a rail, in order that thofe who indulge them- 
felves in this amufement may have room 
to ftand and fuffer no inconvenience in the 
defcent. The fide by which they go down 
is fo fteep, as to be juft not perpendicular.— 
■Upon this fnow having been.piled, and water 
poured, it becomes a precipice of the fmootheft 
ice. In defcfending, you fit upon a fmall 
wpoden feat made for the purpofe, and ge­
nerally in the lap of a Ruffian, who fits be­
hind to diredt your courfe, having his legs ex­
tended on each fide of you. In this pofture 
you are pufhed down the hill, and Hide with 
fuch velocity, that for fome feconds you can­
not breathe ; and after reaching the bottom, 
the impulfe you have received carries you 
forward fome hundred paces. There are 
commonly two of thefe' gliffades eredted al- 
moft, but not quite, oppofite to each other ; 
and at fuch a diftance, as that you are carried 
along the ice from one to another. Thus 
you may go down the one hill and up the 
other, alternately, as often as you pleafe.—■ 
Skating is not a common diverfion, becaufe 
the ice, where it is not fwept, is ufually co­
vered with fnow*. —The Ruffians are alfo fond 
of dancing ; yet their dancing does not difplay 
fo much nimblenefs, agility, and livelinefs, 
as it expreffes the fame tainted imagination, 
which affumes a lefs feducing and more boif- 
terous form in their quarrels and abufe.

* Public
JEvkop. Mac. I

“ I believe I may reckon their bathing 
rather an amufement than a religious practice. 
In every village, efpecially in thofe by the 
fide of rivers, where they are generally built, 
there is a fteam-bath, conflrudfed ufually of 
wood, to which all the inhabitants, both 
Tnale and female, repair regularly once a 
week. The place is fo infufferably hot, that 
a perfon who is not accuftomed to it cannot 
remain in it above a few minutes. But thofe 
to whom it is not unufual, fit quietly for a 
long time on the heated bricks, without any 
covering whatsoever, excepting fome branches 
of birch, of which, however, they hardly 
make any other ufe than to fcrub themfelves. 

After they have fat in this fituation till they 
have perfpired abundantly, they run out, and 
plunge headlong into the river. They ars 
excellent fwimmers; but inftead of fwim- 
ming like frogs, as we do, they imitate ra« 
ther the motion of dogs. I once faw one of 
thofe baths catch fire ; the weather was dry ; 
it blazed up in a moment, and the whcla 
bevy it contained, ran with the utmoft con- 
fternation into the water, fcreaming and 
plunging, and looking back as if they thought 
the flames were purfuing them.

“ You will perhaps imagine, that th® 
practice of ufing the bath, as defcribed above, 
contributes to the licentioufnefs of manners 
fo remarkable in the lower claffes among 
the Ruffians. No doubt it does; but fome 
other circumftances, formerly mentioned, 
have the fame tendency. The power pof- 
feffed by fuperiors of compelling their Haves 
to marry as they ffiall direft, if ever exerted, 
muft be completely deftruftive of domeftic 
happinefs and fidelity. The practice fo com­
mon among the nobles, of removing their 
flaves from one place to another, and of 
keeping them a long time feparated from 
their families, has alfo the fame effedt. You 
will readily perceive that this muft be very 
much the cafe, when they are fent from the 
country villages, to earn their wages iu 
.Mofcow and St. Peterlburg.

“ You will have remarked too, in th® 
accounts I have given you, that the lower 
claffes here are very focial, and much addidbed 
to merriment. They are even infantine in 
their .amufements. Old, bearded boors divert 
themfelves with fuch paftime and gambols, as 
in our grave country we fhould think too tri­
fling for a child. The truth is, that, beyond 
the prefent moment, they have nothing 
either to think about, or care for; and, of 
confequence, they are perfectly thoughtlefs 
and carelefs. In the country they live chiefly 
in villages; when they come to the great 
towns, many of them having no houfes of 
their own, pafs moft of their time, when- 
they are not employed in labour, in their 
cabecks*,  where they drink, talk, and fing 
till they fall afleep ; and on holidays they af­
femble in vacant places in or near the city, 
for their cuftomary exercifes and amufements. 
Thofe two circumftances, therefore, namely, 
their focial difpofitions, promoted in the 
manner now mentioned, and their total want 
of care or concern about the future, give 
them the appearance of having great fpright-. 
linefs and good humour, and of poffeffing no 
inconsiderable fhare of enjoyment. Perfons 
of high rank, though their fituations muff 
occafion fome variety in the circumftances

■houfes,
1 d that
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that influence their manners, are fubjedl to 
the fame effedls, and exhibit a finfilar ap­
pearance. If you call fuch enjoyment hap- 
pinefs, or fuch focial difpofitions virtuous, 
you may: I own I cannot agree with you. 
Ruffians of all tanks are moft ardent in their 
expreffions of friehdlhip ; but I fufpedt the 
eonftancy of their attachments is not equal to 
the fervency of their emotions. They have 
•more fenfibility than firmnefs; they poffefs 
a temper and difpofitions, which, properly 
improved, and with the encouragements held 
forth' by freedom, might render them a 
worthy, as, in tome cafes, they are an ami­
able, and in many, an amufing people.

“ Confiftently with this account, the Ruf­
fians, though they have great quicknefs in 
learning the rudiments of art or knowledge, 
feldom make great proficiency. They foon 
arrive at a certain degree of excellence ; there 
they remain; they tire; become liftlefs ; 
entertain difguft; and advance no further. 
In this particular, alfo, if they enjoyed the 
incitements afforded by a free government, 
tlieir national charafter might improve, and 
they might be rendered capable of more per- 
feverance. After the wifties of novelty ceafe, 
men engaged in arduous purfuits mutt be 
carried on by a fteady regard to their own in- 
tereft and honour. Where their honour and

A Letter to the Earl of Effingham, on his 
Bland Burges, Efq. of Lincoln’s

THE author fets out with remarking 
the high importance of the fubjedl on 

which he is about to write. There is hardly 
8ny topic, he obferves, which is fo little un- 
derftood, as the dodlrine of Infolvent Adis ; 
and, what is peculiarly unfortunate, thofe 
who are moft materially interefted are gene­
rally the leaft qualified to elucidate the fubjedl. 
Members of Parliament are prevented from 
lending their aid, by neceffary refearches into 
politics, or the irrefiftible influence of party ; 
and lawyers are either too diffipated, or too 
avaricious, to dedicate their time to a caufe 
that lias nothing but compaffion, or the love 
of mankind, to recommend it.

It had been objected to Infolvent Adis, that 
they give encouragement to frauds. This 
objection the author has not attempted to 
difprove : and he adled wifely in not attempt­
ing it. For it is certain, tiiat the profpedt of 
an Adi of Infolvency muft tend to promote 
fraud by affording hopes of a fpeedy difmiffion 
from confinement. But it is alfo certain, as 
the author has clearly lliewn, that the fup- 
preffion of fuch Adis produces ev.ls more than 
equivalent to thofe which arife from tlieir 
being paffed: and as the leaft of two evils 
*ujht always to be chofen*  an Ait of Infol-

O N REVIEW,

intereft are not much concerned, how cag 
they perfevere ?”

In this colledtion we are entertained with 
a very amufing and eloquent account of the 
abdication ofVidtor Amadeus, king of Sardi­
nia, in the year 1730. This piece is writ­
ten very much in the manner of the Abbe 
St. Real. Mr. Richardton informs his readers 
that it was written originally in Italian. As 
it was never publifhed, to his knowledge, in 
Britain, either in the original or in any other 
language, he rightly judged that an Englifh 
tranilation of it wrould afford fome enter­
tainment.

In letter fifty-fifth, we are amufed and in- 
ftrucled by various ingenious remarks on the- 
prefent fituationof the Jews; a curious fub- 
jedl, and which, though occafionally touch­
ed on in the writings of philofophers as 
well as theologians, is fo far from being 
exhaufted, that, it is yet almoft entire. A 
philofophioal hiftory of the Jews is ftill a. 
defideratum in literature.

The publication which we have thus re­
viewed, difcovers many traits of a humane 
and philofophical mind; and has the lingu­
lar merit of exhibiting a jufter picture of 
Ruffian manners than has ever yet been given 
to the public.

lately propofed riel of Infolvency. By James 
Inn. Cadell, London. Price as.

vency is certainly a thing to be defired.
Second objection. “ Infolvent Adis bear 

exceedingly hard upon creditors.”
“ Of all the objections made againft In­

solvent Adis, fays the author, this is the moft 
forcible, and demands the moft ferious at­
tention.” It was to be expedled, after fuch 
a conceffion, that fome pains would be taken 
to fhow that fuch Adis do either bear hard 
upon creditors, or that they do not. But 
thefe inveftigations feem to have been very 
far from the author’s purpofe. He fhows 
that imprifonment for debt, and the paying 
of excife duties, bear as hard upon the debtor 
and the citizen, as InfolventAdls do upon cre­
ditors. Aid then he fays, “ It is neither argu­
mentative nor candid, thus concifely to affert 
that infolvent laws bear exceedingly hard up­
on the creditors, without enquiring whether 
they are not in other refpecls beneficial, and 
whether their advantages may not counter­
balance this alledged defedl.” To whom, let 
us alk, are they beneficial ? or to whom are. 
the defedls in queftion to be counterbalanced ? 
Is it the creditor who is to receive the ad­
vantage ? No: it is the ftate.—For it is the 
return of banifhed men, &c. that are to con- 
ftitute the advantages.. This is all well. It
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ts proper that the common weal fhould be the 
firlt concern: but if the author wifhed to 
prove that, he fhould have chofen a different 
text. If the oppreflion of creditors was to be 
the fubjeft, he fhould have mentioned fome­
thing or other that refpefted them. He after­
wards obferves, that before a debtor can avail 
himfelf of an Infol vent Aft, he muff furrender 
all his property on Oath. This is a confola- 
tion to the creditor. But if the debtor ufed 
artifices to obtain a large fum, and then 
fquandered it away in a wanton manner, In 
hopes of being by and by acquitted by an Aft 
of Infolvency, furely that Aft may juftly be 
faid to bear hard upon the creditor. We have 
known inftances of fuch an infamous pro­
cedure.—The author goes on to anfwer other 
objeftions.—-

This writer has great command of words, 
and a fufficient variety of fentiments; but 
then, he is defeftive in point of clofenefs of 
reafoning, and foundnefs of argument. He 
aims at influencing the judgement more by 
fophiftry, than by candid appeals to the com­
mon fenfe of mankind.

We are far from difapproving of the author’s 
zeal. His caufe is the caufe of humanity : 
and the higher virtues of chriftiariity bid us 
join in promoting it. It is a maxim in law, 
that it is better that ninety-nine guilty per- 
fons fhould efcape, than that one innocent 
perfon fhould fuffer. It was the fpirit of 
juftice and compaflion that diftated the 
maxim. But would the obfervancc of it 

promote the good of the Rate ?—which is the 
author’s chief objeft : or, Would the induf- 
trious citizen fuffer lefs inquietude by feeing 
himfelf, and ninety-eight of his fellow-fub- 
jefts ruined, than by hearing of the unjuft 
fate of one fellow-creature ? The contrary it 
to be apprehended, The grand defideratum, 
in the cafe of imprifonment for debt, is, fome 
refpeftable tribunal, in which the merits and 
demerits of debtors may be inquired into ; in 
order that punifhments might be inflifted in 
proportion to the crimes. It is certainly a 
reproach upon the laws of Great Britain, that 
the fober, honeft citizen who borrows ten 
pounds to anfwer fome prefling emergency, . 
and with a full intention to reftore it, fhould 
be consigned to the fame fate with the un­
principled vagabond, who borrows ten thou- 
fand pounds to' promote the purpofes of his 
own extravagance, oi’ of extending his fraud, 
and with a determined refolution never to re­
fund a Angle farthing. This -umperfeftion in 
our laws cannot efcape the notice of a very 
fuperfieial obfefver ; and if the author had 
turned his whole attention to the removal of 
it, lie would-perhaps have rendered fociety a 
more eflential fervice than he has been able 
to do otherwife. In the mean time his en­
deavours deferve commendation; anil we 
flatter ourfelves, that the noble lord to whom 
he has fubmitted his fentiments, will be more 
fuccefsful in his next attempt to move the fe- 
giflature in behalf of the poor and opprefled.

The proper Limits of the Government’s Interference with the Affairs of the Eafl India 
Company, with new Refleftions diftorted by and on the Diftrafted State of the Nation: 
by John, Earl of Stair. London, Stockdale. One Shilling.

HE noble author of this work, alhtd- 
3 ing to a former publication of his own, 

direfts the reader’s notice to the prefent mife- 
rable ftate of the British finances. The annual 
receipts, he obferves, “ do not much exceed 
twelve millionsJlerling-, whereas it would require 
eighteen millions to provide decently for the annu­
al peace expenditure.” This pOfition being 
ftated, he goes on to fhow, in an ironical 
manner, the extreme folly and abfurdity of 
minifters bringing farther diftrefs on the na­
tion, by encountering the difficulties of the 
Eaft India Company alfo. The French mi- 
niftry, he fays, have fometimes interfered 
with their India Company's affairs : but then 
it was neceflity that compelled them to do 
fo ; and they were always lofers by their in­
terference. His lordfhip takes up the argu­
ments that were ufed in Parliament againft 
the Company. The chief of thefe are bank­
ruptcy, and want of humanity in the Company 
and their fervants. On the firft of thefe he 
•bferves, that the fum wanted by the Com­

pany to put their finances in a promifing 
train, is one million ; and that they afk, in “ a 
forbearance of duties that are due.” It would, 
he thinks, be the height of folly in govern­
ment, to refufe them that moderate fum, 
as they have hitherto been good payers ; and 
as their affairs, under the conduft of Mr. 
Haftings—that genius of refource—may very 
foon be made to flourifh.

On the fubjeft of inhumanity in the Com­
pany’s fervants, he is of opinion, that the ac­
counts which have been given on that topic, are, 
in general, as little allied, to truth as the 
ftrangeft fiftion in the Arabian Nights Enter­
tainments. If the Company’s fervants did 
exercife.violence to fave their poffefllons from 
inftant ruin, that, he fays, was not fo bad 
u as the fmooth fwindling methods of fund­
ing,” fometimes ufed by this country. His 
lordflrip grants, that the direftors are too much 
under the controul of the proprietors. He 
thinks it very requifite, that commiflloners 
fhould be fent out to India to infpeft the

H i z Com-
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Company’s poffeffions there; and he regrets 
the annihilation of the Board of Trade. His 
lordfhip fays many fevere, and at the fame 
time, juft things of the late Cabinet- He 
promifes to fupport the prefent miniftry fo 
long as they fhall continue to merit his fup­
port. He approves of. thofe friends to the 
fonftitution, who lately interpofed with their 
advice tp their fovereign, when a dark and

Thoughts on Eaft-India Affairs; moft humbly fubmitted, at this critical Conjuncture, to the 
Confideration of the Legiflature, and the Proprietors of Eaft-India Stock. By a quon­
dam Servant of the Company. J. Wallis, Ludgate-hill, J. Debrett, Piccadilly, and L.
Bull, Bath. 1784.

PREFIXED to the Thoughts, or Remarks, 
which compofe the main body of this 

performance, is an Addrefs to the noble Lord 
who was at the head of the Miniftry in 1773. 
The addrefs was fent up to him at that pe­
riod; and was intended to throw fome light 
on the bill that was then framing for the. better 
government of the Company's territorial and 
Commercial concerns. The objedt of that addrefs 
was to lead to the correction of thefe three 
Capital errors in the conduit of the Company’s 
affairs; their aiming at new territorial ac- 
quifitions; the advantages they had omitted 
to take, in a treaty with the Mogul; and 
their unworthy treatment of the Emperor, in 
Obliging him to accept of a fmall ftipend for 
thp grant of the Dewannee. On thefe heads 
he makes feveral pertinent obfervations. In 
the beginning of the Remarks, (which were 
written in 17 8 3) he complains that his addrefs 
was not duly attended to; if it had, he doubts 
pot but the affairs of the Eaft would have 
worn a very different afpeft from what they 
do at this day : for the Mahratta war, the in- 
vafiqn of the Carnatic, and many other cala­

dangerous faction were aiming at the de*  
ft^uftion of the deareft and moft facred rights 
of Britifh fubjeCts. He rejoices that his ma- 
jefty liftened to their feafonable advice ; and 
hopes he will never lofe fight of the prefer- 
vation of his own honour and dignity. This 
pamphlet is written in a manly ftile; and 
muft be an advantage to the caufe which its 
noble author has efpoufed.

mities, have arifen from a neglect of the ob­
jects to which he pointed. It is worth no­
ticing, that this author ftarts an idea, on 
which was founded one of the chief excellen­
cies of Mr. Pitt’s India bill. We mean—the 
idea ciigradation andfuccfjion among the Com­
pany’s fervants’. He willies the Prefident of 
the Board of Trade to fucceed invariably to 
the Govemor-generalihip. The Board of 
Trade, he thinks, fhould be quite indepen­
dent of the Supreme Council, as that Council 
has fufficient employment otherwife: the 
Supreme Court of Judicature fhould be abo- 
UJhed y and the charter obtained during Mr. 
Pelham’s miniftry, re-adopted. He recom­
mends a reduction of the falaries of the Com­
pany’s principal fervants abroad ; and he ftates 
the fijms which each ought to be allowed.— 
He acknowledges that there is a neceffity for 
a reform of the government of the Company’s 
affairs; but thinks that may be done without 
touching their copy hold. His hints and ob­
fervations are, in general, verv judicious and 
manly; and they are delivered in a ftyle that 
does him credit as a writer.

S^tious Cpnfiderations on the political Conduct of Lord North, fince his fn ft Eptry into the . 
Miniftry : With a Deduction of pofitive Fe.dts, shewing clearly, that his Lordihip’s Syftem 
Vas, and is, not only the beft, but the only one, which could, or can be purfued, &c. &c. 
By Nathaniel Buckingtqn, Efq. Barrifter at Law. London. Stockdale. Price as.

ON our firft opening of this pamphlet- we 
were difpofed to conclude, (from the 

paffage that prefented itfelf, p. 6.) that the 
author muft be fome perverted methodift 
preacher ; but finding him ufe Eve with 
little ceremony, and now and then interlard­
ing fentences with the peculiar expreflions 
and fentimepts of fcripture, we difeovpred pup 
miftake.

The objeft of the work is ftated at length 
in the title : But that the reader may be un- 
der no deception, we think it proper to in­
form him, that the whole work js Ironical, 
and that the author means fhe very contrary 

•<eif yyhat he profeffes in the title page, and in 

every other fubfequent one.
The author is rather flow in his motions to 

the,point at which he means to make his ob­
fervations ; but in the way he .makes feveral 
fhrewd remarks on the ; ife of national debt, 
national corruption, &c.

His .ftyle is fometimes flat, and rather vul­
gar ; but he feems to have been induftrious, 
and does not want foryTy wit.

Lord North is the.mark at which his chief 
aim is directed. But his colleagues in office, 
particularly Mr. Burke, are now and then 
roughly handled ; in fome inftances with juf­
tice and propriety.

Thoughts
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thoughts on the Idea of another Coalition. R. Faultier, New Bond-ftreet. London, 1784.' 
Price One Shilling.

THE writer of this little Traft fets out 
with Rating the furmifes that have ex- 

ifted, of Lord North's being called up to the 
Houfe of Peers, by writ, as a mean of gra­
tifying his ambition, in the cafe of a coalition. 
He allows that the.people have a right to call 
for the fervices of the ableft and moft power­
ful men in the kingdom ; but then he aflerts, 
that the fervices of all the ableft men cannot 
be obtained at once. “ The country gentle­
men, with Mr. Powys at their head, have 
been exerting themfelves to promote fuch a 
coalition. Honeft and worthy well-withers 
to their country ! good but miftaken Utopi­
ans ! unacquainted with human nature, you are 
yet to be taught, that intereJi is the only band 
by which old and hackneyed politicians can 
be held together.” The author thinks, that 
a coalition between Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox 
would be deftruftive to the honor and repu­
tation of the former; for it could not be 
formed without Mr. Pitt’s falling in with all 
the abfurdities of Mr. Fox’s “ tyrannical and 

fraudulent Eaft-India bill.” u Mr. Pitt’s 
chief fupport at prefent is his character; for, 
as a minifter, he has not been fairly tried.— 
Were he to coalefce with Mr. Fox, he mutt 
be content to become one of his dependents, 
and to grace his triumph over the conftitution. 
and the liberties of his country.” This coun­
try, the author fays, would purchafe a coa­
lition at a vaft expence. “ A coalition would 
drive Lords North and Shelburne into a junc­
tion for their mutual fecurity ; and it would 
entail upon this country all the miferies and 
calamities of a moft unj uft and dangerous Ea£t 
India bill; by which the Houfe of Commons 
would be under the direction of one man, 
and the nation in perpetual apprehenfion of 
being enflaved.” He withes to fee Mr. Pitt’s 
abilities and virtues put to trial; and rather 
than coalefce with Mr. Fox, he would have 
him appeal to the people, by a diffolution of 
parliament. The ftyle of this little work is 
full and flowing.

Addrefs to the Annual Meeting of the Scots Society in Norwich, on the 30th of Nov. 1779. 
General Inftrucfions for the Agents of the Scots Society at Norwich, and the Branches thereof. 

1780.
An Abftradt of the Proceedings of the Annual Meeting of the Scots Society in Norwich, on 

the 30th of November, 1780.
•An Account of the Scots Society in Norwich, in Great Britain, founded in 1775. 

Norwich. Chafe.

r IT' HERE is no country in the world, we 
-a believe, where fo liberal a provision is 

made for the poor, as in England. We do 
not at prelent recollect the precife fum that is 
annually railed for this purpofe : perhaps, it 
is difficult, and even impoffible, to afcertain 
it exactly ; as, if we do not miltake, it is 
continually varying, according to the exigen­
cies of the poor, and the difcretion of thofe 
who have a right to alfefs it. We imagine, 
however, that it does not fall greatly fhort 
of, if it does not even exceed, three millions 
a-year; an immenfe fum I fuperior to. the re­
venues of many a fovereign ftate, and even 
amounting to one million more than the re­
venues of this very kingdom at the time of 
the Revolution.

That fome abufas may be committed by 
fuch as are intrufted with the diftribution of 
this large fum, as well as fome impofitions 
pradiifed by thofe who apply for a fhare of it, 
cannot be denied ; but on the whole, per­
haps, it may be affirmed, that, all circum- 
ftances confidered, it is as juftly and as oeco- 
nomically laid out as the frailty of human ria? 
hire will admit,

Such, however, is the nature of this fund, 
that none have a right to partake of it, but 
thofe who are entitled to do fo by birth, mar­
riage, fervitude, or very long refidence. As 
to all others, that is to fay, all foreigners re- 
fiding in England, Mr. Burn has clearly given, 
it as his opinion, and has laid it down as a 
pofition in the Englifli law,—“ That a ft ran­
ger coming into England, and not having ob­
tained a proper parifh fettlement, is not en­
titled to parifh relief; that nobody is obliged 
to relieve him; but that they may let him 
ftarve.”

To remedy this defeft in the English law, 
was the original defign of the Scots Society at 
Norwich. The chanty was at firft confined 
to the poor natives of Scotland refiding in 
England : but as the funds of the fociety en- 
creafed, their views likewife began to en­
large ; and they now with, and are endea­
vouring to afford relief to the poor of Ireland, 
America, France ; in a word, to poor perfons 
refiding in England, from whatever country 
they come, if they are not entitled to iupport 
from any particular parifh. The defign is 
certainly of a moft humane and benevolent 

nature, 
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nature, and therefore we doubt not but it will 
meet with every encouragement from the 
public.

Many political writers, and fome of them 
too of no mean note, bav$ queftioned whe­
ther poor’s rates of any kind are beneficial to 
the community. .They fay, they naturally 
tend to promote idlenefs, and therefore are 
not ufeful in a commercial view. They fur­
ther add, that as the poor’s-rate is exacted 

like other taxes, and may even be fevied by 
diftrefs, it is always paid with as much re­
luctance as any other tax ; and therefore, in- 
ftead of humanizing, it only fcrves to harden 
the hearts of thole who pay it. But this is 
a wide field, into which we have not now 
time to enter. We may, however, fafely 
affirm, that againft fuch charities as are re­
commended by the Scots Society at Norwich, 
there lies no objection.

The Proteftant’s Prayer Book: or, Stated and occafional Devotions forFamilies and private Per- 
fons, and Difcourfes on the Gift, Grace, and Spirit of Prayer ; together with Effays on 
the Chriftian Sabbath, Baptifn, and the Lord’s Supper. To which are added, Hymns adap­
ted Jo Secret or Social Worffiip. By J. M. Moftat.t—R. Baldwin, J. Buckland, C. Billy, 
fee. London. 1783.

THIS performance poffeffes much merit.
It profeffes to treat of fome of the moft 

important doftrines of the chriftian religion; 
and we find a pleafure in faying, that it does 
fo in fuch a manner as, at once, to evince the 
utility and to enforce the practice of them. 
The author has fome little peculiarities in his 
ftyle ; but when we fay that the holy fcriptures 
are the model both of his ftyle and of his 
fentiments, a perfon of good fenfe will be 
difpofed to over-look inconfiderable defeats. 
Plainnefs and unaffected piety are the cha- 
racteriftics of the work. To a ferious and 
finccre lover of the gofpel, it muft prove the 
mean of much valuable inftrutftion ; and, with 
this objedt in view, we chearfully recom­
mend it to the world.

On the fubjeft of prayer the author is very 
full. The lefibns he gives have a manifeft 
tendency to promote improvement, both in 
the feelings of true devotion, and in the ex­
pressions which anfwer beft as the figns of 
fuch feelings. To proteftants he holds forth 
one very neceffary dodtrine—that of abbre­
viating their facial prayers; and to- epifeopa- 
liati$ he gives fome hints with refpedt to the 

decency and the propriety of being able to 
pray extempore.

In the effays on the Chriftian Sabbath, 
Baptifn, and the Lord's Supper, the author 
makes many very judicious obfervations : he 
clearly demonftrates the propriety and the 
neceffity of dedicating the Sabbath-day to 
the Service of the Almighty. He Shews all 
mankind in general, and youth in particu­
lar, the imminent danger they expofe them- 
felves to, by negledling to attend frequently 
and devoutly at the table of the Lord.

We fhall conclude our obfervations with 
a fentence or two from the author which 
tend to Show the fcope of all that he has 
written : “ Having gone through the pro- 
“ pofed hints, I fhall finifh with earneftly 
“ entreating every’ reader, vigoroufly to pur- 
“ fue the intereft of the foul, for this is the one 
“ thing needful—needful to our true peace in 
“ life, needful to our comfort when death 
“ makes his fpeedy approach, needful to 
“ guide us through the valley of the ffiadow 
“ of death, and needful to fecure our hap- 
11 pinefs throughout the endlefs ages of eter- 
« nity.”

X Letter to Dr. Briefly, occafioned by his Hiftory of the Corruptions of Chrifianity; wherein, 
his Socinian Error/ are fully confuted by Arguments drawn from the Holy Scriptures. By 
Edward Sheppard, A. B. Rector of Bettifcomb, Dorfet. S. Hazard, Bath; T. Mills, 
Bristol, &c. 1783.

'HE author of this Letter averts, and en- 
1 deavours to prove, that Sociniaihifm is 

nothing but Deiftn in. difguife. He denies 
that the primitive chriftians disbelieved in 
the doftrine of atonement, the divinity of 
Chrift, &c. .For that pofition, Dr. Prieftly 
brings no ffiadow of proof; his own ipfe 
dixit is the only corroborating circumftance ; 
againft which there is the authority of the 
Ac1.5 of the Apoftles, and the apoftolic epiftles. 
In the overflowing of his zeal, the author 
quotes the words of St. John, which fay, 
TL.t Many falfc prophets fhall arife, and that 

jdntichrift fall go out to interrupt the advance­
ment of the true religion:—he then adds, 
“ Your writings,fir, are an evident fulfilment 
of thofe prophecies.” He arraigns the Dodtor 
warmly for ffie little weight he allows to 
fuch palfages of fcriptura as do not Suit his 
own purpoles; and he feems to have a good 
title to do fo, as he himfelf, every-where, 
pays the utmoft refpedt to the authority of 
faCred writ ; and affumes it as the Support of 
his reafoning, in preference to the opinions 
of fathers, and popes, and councils, which 
are too often thte oracles of Dr. Prieftlv.

Mr.
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'Mr. Sheppard comes at length to the main 
topic of his Letter, which is to prove, “ that 
Dr. P.’s fentiments concerning the fall of man, 
the atonement and the trinity, are diametrically 
oppofite to the fpirit of the facred fcriptures.” 
In trying to accomplish the end propofed, 
Mr. Sheppard does not rejeft the aid of rea- 
foning; but then he wifely makes it but a 
fecondary kind of aid. The fcriptures are 
the weapons he ufes moft ; and as he is more 
dextrous in ufmg the fcriptures,. fo he is more 
fuccefsful with them. In this pamphlet he has 
contributed pretty largely to the overthrow of 
the Doctor’s heterodoxes: he calls him animal 
rationale, and thinks that may be one reafon 
why he has fo groffly perverted the holy 
writings; for the natural man underflandeth not 
the- things of the fpirit of God, neither can he 
know them, becaufe they arefpiritually dijeern- 

ed. Dr. Prieftly had faid, that, if his doc­
trines were received among chriftians, both 
Mahometans and Jews would become profe- 
lytes. On thefe heads the author offers feve­
ral ingenious remarks. We fhali clofe our 
obfervations in the author’s own words: “ You, 
fir, (fpeaking to Dr. Prieftly) find fo many 
truths' afferted in the holy fcriptures, which 
do not fquare with your reafon (the only God 
you worfhip), that I am not furprifed to find 
you defire to leifen their authority; but know, 
fir, your attempts are as vain as thofe of Julian, 
Cebrus, or Porphiry, of old times ; or Hobbs, 
Mandeville, Bolingbroke, Hume, or Vol­
taire, of later date. You may poffibly b*  
difpleafed that I rank you with infidels ; my 
reafon for fo doing is, becaufe I look upon 
you to be as great an enemy to true chriftia- 
nity as they.”

A Friendly Dialogue between a Common Unitarian Chriftian and an Athanafian; occafioned 
by the former’s Behaviour during fome Part of the Public Service ; or, an Attempt to re­
ftore Scripture Forms of Worfhip. Johnfon. Price 3d. 1784.

rT’’HE Athanafian in this Dialogue makes 
A but a forry figure : he hardly attempts 

a defence of his opinions: his adverfary, of 
courfe, obtains an eafy viftory. The reafon- 
ing of the Unitarian is fuperficial, but popu­

lar ; and if it make any converts, it muft be 
among thofe readers who take opinions upon 
truft, rather than enquire into the evidence 
which is brought to fupport them.

Sermons on various Subjefts. By the Reverend Mr. Edward Arthur, Minifter at Barcmoor# 
Etall, and laft at Swalwell, near Newcaftle. Law, Ave-Maria-lane. 1783.

THE editor of thefe Sermons acquaints the 
candid reader, that they are, by ths de­

fire of the author’s friends, publifhed for the 
benefit of his two daughters, who live at 
Etall in Northumberland. “ The heteroge­
neous ftate of the manuferipts, he fays, and 
incorreftnefs of the language, are., by the au­
thor’s being called off this ftage of life before 
they were prepared for the prefs, much 
againft them; efpecially at this period, when 
the propriety of language is more ftudied than 
the truths of the gofpel: neverthelefs, when 
external ornaments, and oftentatious accom- 

plifhments, are the objefts of attention in fome, 
(he hopes) there are ftill many in Great Bri­
tain who will read the following difeourfes 
with pleafure, and with benefit to their im­
mortal fouls.”

Mr. Arthur is, in truth, no elegant writer, 
any more than his editor.—The pious chrif. 
tian, however, will find in his Sermons 
much to aroufe and to convince him, and 
to direft and comfort him in the paths of re­
ligion. And as they are publifhed for the be­
nefit of his daughters, moral goodnefs may’be 
mixed with piety, by purchafing them.

FOREIGN LITERATURE.

Hiftoire de Francois II. Roi de France, fuivie d’un Difcours traduit de 1’ Italian de Michei; 
Suriano, Atnbaffadeur de Venife en France, fur 1’ Etat de ce Royaume de P Avenement 
de Charles IX. au Trone. A Paris chez Belin. 2 Vol. umo.

HIS Hiftory is extremely interefting to 
.1 readers of all defcriptions, fince it pre- 

fefits a variety of great events, great men, 
and the greateft of crimes. The progrefs of 
Calvinifm, the ambition of the Guiles, the 
pretenfions of the different orders of rhe State,, 
together with the imbecility of the reigning 
prince, prepared a feene of horror, blood, 
and c»nfufton. fladarne la PrefdcnU 

who has already diftinguilhed herfelf in the' 
republic of letters by her Samiens, 1'Hiftoire 
de St. Kilda, and the Life of the Cardinal 
d’Offat, has, after a clofe inveftigation of 
above eighty different works, produced this 
morceau of valuable hiftory.

As the events of this fhort reign of Fran­
cois II. had their origin in the laft year of 
hi? father. Henry 11. Madams la Prefidente 

' begirjs
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begins her narrative from that period, and 
enters into a large variety of curious particu­
lars. Henry was a prince by no means cruel ; 
but the duchefs of Valentinois, avaricious 
and felfifh (as is generally the cafe with the 
niiftreffes of fovereigns) hoped to have enriched 
herfelf by the fpoils of the Huguenots, while 
the Guifes, who fought after popularity and 
to encreafe their partifans', never ceafed from 
inciting the monarch to rigorous meafures 
again!! the w hole body of proteftants.

Francois II. at the age of fixteen years 
was declared major ; but nature and a feeble 
conftitution (hewed him to be incapable of 
the reins of government. The fovereign 
authority, therefore, palled into the hands of 
the duke de Guife and the cardinal de Lor­
raine. The conftable and all the Montmo- 
rencys were difgraced. The former requeft- 
ed to retire from the bufy. world, and it was 
granted. Catharine de Medicis had fo little 
ihare in the affections of Henry, that the was 
conftrained, for preferring appearances, to live 
upon terms with her rival, and to conceal in 
her own bofom her hatred, her jealoufy, and 
her revenge. But the monarch was fcarcely 
dead, when the woman he preferred was ig- 
nominioufly driven from Court, her efiedts 
were taken away, and, according to cuftom, 
fhe neither found a friend nor a fingle perfon 
to commiferate her unhappy fituation ; while 
the Guifes (to whom they were indehted.for 
their elevation) tamely fullered her to be fa- 
prificed to the queen mother’s refentment.
- Madame la Prefidente has thus pourtrayed 
Catharine de Medicis :
■ “ Cette femme fans charadterc, mats qui 
reuniffoit les foiblelies et meme les vices de 
tons les chara&eres differens, les fit fervir 
tour-a-tour a fon infatiable ambition, et fe 
permit tout pour la fatisfaire. Comme elle 
n’avoit d’autre plan que celui de conferver le 
pouvoir abiblu a quelque prix que ce tut, que 
jd’ailleurs fon efprit, trop inferieur a fes vues, 
ne pouvoit lui fournir un affez bien combine 
pour le fuivre fans s’en ecarter, on la vit tou- 
jours inconftquente, hotter fans cefie entre les 
partis les plus oppofes, carefler le foir celui 
dont elle avoit jure la ruine le matin, faifant 
donne'r de faux avis a qu’elle vouloit perdre, 
pour qu’ils tombaffent dans fes pieges, iignant 
dans le meme jour des traites contradidioires 
avec les Guifes et avec leurs ennemis, les 
trompant tons cgalement, fourbe par petitefie, 
intrigante par incapacity, froidement cruelle 
quand les autres resources lui manquoient 
pour arriver a fes tins, et voyant fans remprds 
coaler des hots de fang par fes barbares con- 
fejls. Son genie etroit la rendoit incapable 
d’aucun able male et vigourcux; et quoiqu’on 
fait accufee d’avoir empoifonne le Dauphin, 
frere al'ne de Henri IJ. avance les jours de fon 
fils Charles IX. et qu’elle aitet-' la principal©

infligatrice de la St. Barthelemi, la pofterite 
ne la rangera jamais dans la claffe de ces fou- 
verains malheureufement trop celebres, qui 
par leurs vues fublimes et le grand art de 
r-gner, ont fu ennoblir leurs forfaits.”

This vicious princefs, by dint of intrigue 
and diffimulation, preferred a power in the 
ftate, amid the contending factions -of the 
nobles', whofe ambition (malked under a pre­
tence of ferving the oaufe of the eftabliffied 
church) difgraced the annals of French hif­
tory, by their fanguinary proceedings again!! 
the Huguenots. During the king’s refidencc 
at Fontainbleau, a vaft number of people 
arrived to folicit the payment of their 
penfions. The queen mother and the Guifes 
fell upon a fingular expedient of quieting 
thefe claimants, which was by eredling a 
gallows at the avenue of the palace, to hang 
up every one who dared to vifit Fontainbleau 
upon this errand. Thus the adminiftration be­
came odious, and the Huguenots -were not the 
only perfons who united again!! the cruelties of 
the Guifes, and demanded an aiTembly of the 
ftates, which Catharine and the princes 
equally dreaded. They concluded that this 
meafure folely originated from the Huguenots, 
and in order to make them defift from their 
projects, multiplied their proceffes and their 
executions. That they might the more eafily 
difeover who were proteftants, they caufed 
little images to be fixed up in.all the cities of 
the kingdom, and particularly at Paris, and 
the rabble were paid to fing Salve Regina and 
the Canticles before them. Thofe who were 
engaged in this vile employ, flopped catholic 
or proteftant who did not join in the chorus; 
and thofe who refufed to fubmit were in- 
fulted, covered with mud, ftoned, or dragged 
to prifon, under pretence that they were 
Huguenots. This perfecution flattened the 
confpiracy of Amboife. A certain number 
of gentlemen belonging to the Calvinifts were 
to prefent an addrefs, to folicit the king to 
grant them liberty of confcience, and leave to. 
build churches; they expected a refufal, and 
immediately after feverai bodies of proteftants, 
conducted by experienced officers, were to 
appear in arms, feize upon the city, put to 
death the princes of Lorraine, and compel 
the king to declare the prince of Conde for 
his lieutenant-general. This project, under­
taken by fo many perfons, remained a pro­
found fecret for near two months, and would 
have fucceeded, had it not been for the in- 
diferetion of Renaudie, who confided the fe­
cret to Pierre Avenelles, a proteftant and ce­
lebrated pleader: this man,to fecure his own 
fafetv, informed Government. The Guifes 
were not intimidated; and as they had been, 
fworn enemies to moderation, they devoted 
every one of the confpirators to deftrudiion. 
Thefe unfortunate men fell into the fame

fnare
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(hare they had provided for others, and were 
maffacred as they arrived by different roads. 
Numbers were hanged up about the pa­
lace boofed and fpur.red ; and for twelve 
miles round they. cut the throats of every 
one, without any procefs, that wrere even 
fufpedted. In order to conceal the horror of 
this carnage, they at laft drowned the re­
mainder that fell into their hands, and the 
Loire was covered with dead bodies.

The Guifes having an afcendency over the 
king and the queen-mother, they invited the 
king of Navarre and the prince of Conde to 
court: the latter, on his arrival, was imme­
diately arrefted, and commiffioners appointed 
to try him, which they did, and condemned 
him to lofe his head. On the fixed day for 

his execution the king died, and this event 
reftored the prince of Conde to his unexpect­
ed liberty. The reign of this monarch ought 
to be called that of the Guifes; and by fome 
he was furnamed The Innocent fans Vices. 
Charles IX. was then an infant, and the 
queen-'mother proclaimed regenf.

The difcourfe of Michel Suriano, the Ve­
netian ambaffador at the court of Charles IX. 
prefents the ftate of the kingdom under this 
prince, and that of Francois II.; but his at­
tachment to the catholic party has induced 
him to glofs over the condudt of the Guifes, 
and to exhibit them in a more favourable 
point of view than they really merited ; fines 
with them religion was only a pretext for 
their luft of power and fanguinary meafures.

STATE PAPERS.
Addresses and Representation of the House of Commons to the Kino, with His 

Majefty’s Answers, previous to the late Diffolution of Parliament.
February 25th, 1784.

T about three o’clock, the Speaker, 
attended by a numerous body of the 

Members of the Houfe of Commons, went 
in proceffion to St. James’s, and being in­
troduced to his Majefty, featedon his Throne, 
in the Council Chamber, the Speaker read 
and delivered the following Addrefs to His 
Majefty :

To the KING’S Moft Excellent Majefty.
“ W E your Majefty’s moft faithful Com­

mons, impreffed with the moft dutiful 
fenfe of your Majefty’s paternal regard for 
the welfare of your people, approach your 
Throne, to ex prefs our reliance on your 
Majefty’s paternal wifdom; that your Majefty 
will take fuch meafures, by removing any 
obftacle to forming fuch an Adminiftration 
as the Houfe has declared to be requifite in 
the prefent critical and arduous fituation of 
affairs, as may tend to give effedt to the 
wiffies of your faithful Commons, which 
have already been moft humbly reprefent- 
ed to your Majefty.”

To which his Majefty was pleafed to re­
turn an Anfwer, as follows:

“ Gentlemen,
“ I am deeply fenfible how highly it 

•oncerns the honour of my Crown, and the 
welfare of my people, which is the objedt 
always neareft my heart, that the public 
affairs fhould be condudled by a firm, efficient, 
united, and extender} Adminiftration, en­
titled to the confidence of my people, and 
fuch as may have a tendency to put an end to 
the unhappy divifions and diftradiions in this 
country.---- Very recent endeavours have al­
ready been employed, on my part, to unite 
in the public fervice, on a fair and equal 
footing, thofe whofe joint efforts appear to

Europ. Mag. 

me moft capable of producing that happy 
effedt: thefe endeavours have not had the 
fuccefs I wiflied. I fliall be always defirous 
of taking every ftep moft conducive to fuch 
an objedt; but I cannot fee that it would, in 
any degree, be advanced by the difmiffiort 
of thofe at prefent in my fervice.

“ I obferve, at the fame time, that there 
is no charge, or complaint, fuggefted againft 
my prefent Minifters, nor is any one or more 
of them fpecifically objected to ; and num­
bers of my fubjedts have expreffed to me, 
in the warmeft manner, their fatisfadiion in 
the late changes I have made in my Coun­
cils. Under thefe circumftances, t truft, 
my faithful Commons vdill not wiffi that the 
efiential offices of executive Government 
fhould be vacated, until I fee a profpedt that 
fuch a plan of union as I have called for, and 
they have pointed out, may be carried into 
effedt.”

March 2d.
The Speaker, attended by a numerous 

body of the Members qf the Houfe of Com­
mons, waited on his Majefty with the follow­
ing addrefs :

To the KIN G.
11 Sire,

“ W E, your Majefty’s faithful Commons, 
approach your Throne, muft humbly to re­
prefent to your Majefty the fatisfadtion your 
faithful Commons derive from the late moft 
gracious affurances we have received, that 
your Majefty concurs with us in opinion, 
that it concerns the honour of your Crown, 
and the welfare of your people, that the pub­
lic affairs fhould be condudted by a firm, 
efficient, extended, united Adminiftration en­
titled to the confidence of your people, and fuch

E e 
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may have a tendency to put an end to the 
unhappy divifions, and diffractions of this 
country.

“ We acknowledge your Majefty’s pa­
ternal goodnefs in your late moft gracious 
endeavours to give effeft to the objeft of 
our late dutiful reprefentation to your Ma- 
jefty.

“ We lament that the failure of this your 
Majefty’s moft gracious endeavours fhould be 
coufidered as a final bar to the accomplilhing 
fo falutary and defirable a purpofe, and to 
exprefs our concern and difappointment, that 
your Majefty has not been advifed to take 
any farther ftep towards uniting in the pub­
lic fervice thofe whofe joint efforts have re­
cently appeared to your Majefty moft capa­
ble of producing fo happy an effedl.

“ Your faithful Commonswith all humi­
lity claim it as their right, and on every 
proper occafion feel it to be their bounden 
duty, to advife your Majefty touching the ex- 
ercife of any branch of your Royal prero­
gative.

“ We fubmit it to your Majefty’s Royal 
cotlfideration, that the continuance of an Ad­
miniftration which does not poffefs the con­
fidence of the Representatives of the people 
muft be injurious to the public fervice.

“ We beg leave further to fay, that your 
faithful Commons can have no intereft diftincft 
and feparate from that of our conftituents, 
and that wc therefore feel ourfelves called 
upon to repeat thofe loyal and dutiful affur- 
ances we have already expreffed of our re­
liance on your Majefty’s paternal regard for 
the welfare of your people, that your Ma­
jefty would graciouily enable us to execute 
thofe important trufts which the Conftitu- 
tion has veiled in us, with honour to our­
felves, and advantage to the public, by the 
confirmation of a new Adminiftration, ap­
pointed under circumftances which may tend 
to conciliate the minds of your faithful Com­
mons, and give energy and liability to your 
Majefty’s Councils.

“ Your Majefty’s faithful Commons, upon 
the matured: deliberations, cannot but con- 
fider the continuance of the prefent Minifters 
as an unwarrantable obftacle to your Ma­
jefty’s moft gracious purpofe, to comply 
with our wiihes in the formation of fuch an 
Adminiftration as your Majefty, in concur­
rence with the unanimous Refolutionof your 
faithful Commons, feems to think requifite 
in the prefent exigencies of the country. We 
feel ourfelves bound to remain firm in the 
with expreffed to your Majefty in our late 
humble Addrefs, and do therefore find our­
felves obliged again to befeech your Majefty, 
that you would be graciouily pleafed to lay 
the foundation of a ftrong arid liable Govern­

ment, by the previous removal of your pre­
fent Minifters.”

To which Addrefs his Majefty returned 
the following Anfwer :

“ Gentlemen,
“ I have already expreffed to you how 

fenfible I am of the advantages to be derived 
from fuch an Adminiftration as was pointed 
out in your unanimous Refolution; and I 
allured you that I was defirous of taking 
every ftep moft conducive to fuch an object 
—I remain in the fame fentiments—but I 
continue equally convinced, that it is an object 
not likely to be obtained by the difmiffion of 
my prefent Minifters.

" I muft repeat, that no charge or com­
plaint, nor any fpecific objection, is yet 
made againft any of them. If there were 
any fuch ground for their removal at prefent, 
it ought to be equally a, reafon for not 
admitting them as a part of that extended 
and united Adminiftration which you ftate 
to be requifite.

“ I did not confider the failure of my 
recent endeavours as a final bar to the ac- 
complifhment of the purpofe which I had in 
view, if it could have been attained on thofe 
principles of fairnefs and equality, without 
which, it can neither be honourable to thofe 
who are concerned, nor lay the foundation 
of fuch a ftrong and ftable Government as 
may be of lafting advantage to the country. 
But I know of no further fteps, which I 
can take, that can be effedhial to remove 
the difficulties which obftrudt that defirable 
end.

“ I have never called in queftion the 
right of my faithful Commons to offer me 
their advice on every proper occafion, touch­
ing the exercife of any branch of my prero­
gative : I fhall be ready at all times to re­
ceive it, and give it the moft attentive con- 
fideration: And they will ever find me 
difpofed to ihew my regard to the true prin­
ciples of the Conftitution, and to take fuch 
meafures as may beft conduce to the fatisfac - 
tion and profperity of my People.”

March' 8th.
In confequence of his Majefty’s Anfwer 

to the Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons 
prefented the ad inftant, Mr. Fox moved, 
that a Reprefentation, expreffing the fenti­
ments of that Houfe, be laid before the 
King; which, after a long debate, was agreed 
to by a majority of ONE, and was couched 
in the following terms:

Resolved,
“ Tliat an humble R.eprefentation be 

prefented to his Majefty, moft hum­
bly to teftify the furprize and affliction 
of this Houfe, on receiving the Anfwer 
which his Majefty’s Minifters have advifed 

to 
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■to the dutiful and feafonable Addrefs of this 
Houfe, concerning one of the moft import- 
ant a&s of his Majefty’s government.

“ To exprefs our concern, that when his 
Majefty’s paternal goodnefs has gracioufly in­
clined his Majefty to be fenfible of the ad­
vantage to be derived from fuch an Admini­
ftration as was pointed out in our Refol ution, 
his Majefty Should ftill be induced to prefer 
the opinions of individuals to the repeated 
advice of the Repreientatives of his people in 
Parliament affembled, with refpedt to the 
means of obtaining fo definable an end.

“ To reprefent to his Majefty, that a pre­
ference of this nature is as injurious to the 
true interefts of the crown as it is wholly re­
pugnant to the fpirit of our free conftitution ; 
that fyftems founded on fuch a preference 
are not in truth entirely new in this country ; 
that they have been the charadteriftic fea­
tures of thofe unfortunate reigns, the maxims 
of which are now juftly and univerfally ex­
ploded, while bis Majefty and his Royal pro­
genitors have been fixed in the hearts of 
their people, and have commanded the re- 
fpe<ft and admiration of all the nations of the 
earth, by a conftant and uniform attention to 
the advice of their Commons, however ad- 
verfe fuch advice may have been to the opi­
nions of the executive fervants of the 
Crown.

“ To affure his Majefty, that we neither 
have difputed, nor mean in any inftance to 
difpute, much lefs to deny, his Majefty’s un­
doubted prerogative of appointing to the ex­
ecutive offices of State fuch perlons as to his 
Majefty’s wifdom fhall feem meet. But, at 
the fame time, that we muft, with all humi­
lity, again fubmit to his Majefty’s royal 
wifdom, that no Adminiftration, however 
legally appointed, can ferve his Majefty 
and the public with effedt which does not 
enjoy the confidence of this Houfe. That 
in his Majefty’s prefent Adminiftration we 
cannot confide: the circumftances under 
which it was conftituted, and the grounds 
Upon which it continues, have created juft 
fufpicions in the breafts of his faithful Com­
mons, that principles are adopted and views 
entertained unfriendly to the privileges of this 
Houfe, and to the freedom of our excellent 
conftitution. That we have made no charge 
againft any of them, becaufe it is their remo­
val and not their punifhment which we have 
defired : And that we humbly conceive we 
are warranted, by the ancient ufuage of this 
Houfe, to defire fuch removal, without mak­
ing 'any charge whatever- That confidence 
may be very prudently withheld, where no 
criminal procefs can be properly inftituted. 
That although we have made no criminal 
charge againft any individual of his Majefty’s 
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Minifters, yet, with all humility, we do 
conceive, that we have ftated to bis Majefty 
very diiliiuft objections and very forcible 
reafons againft their continuance. That, 
with regard to the propriety of admitting 
either the prefent Minifters, or any other 
perlons, as a part of that extended and united 
Adminiftration which his Majefty, in con­
currence with ths fentiments of this Houfe, 
considers as requifite ; it. is a point upon which 
we are too well acquainted with the bounds 
of our duty, to prefume to offer any advice 
to his Majefty ; well knowing it to be the 
undoubted prerogative of his Majefty, to ap­
point his Minifters without any previous ad­
vice from either Houfe of Parliament; and 
our duty humbly to offer to his Majefty our 
advice, when fuch appointments fhall ap­
pear to us to be prejudicial to the public 
fervice.

“ To acknowledge, with gratitude, his 
Majefty’s goodnefs in not confidering the 
failure of his recent endeavours, as a final bar 
to the accomplifhment of the gracious purpofe 
which his Majefty has in view; and to ex­
prefs the great concern and mortification with 
/which we find ourfelves obliged to declare, 
that the confolation which we fliould na­
turally have derived from His Majefty’s moft 
gracious difpofition, is confiderably abated by 
underftauding that his Majefty’s advifers 
have not thought fit to fuggeft to his Majefty 
any further fteps to remove the difficulties 
which obftrudt fo defirable an. end.

“ To recal to his Majefty’s recolledtion, 
that his faithful Commons have already fub- 
mitted to his Majefty, moft humbly, but 
moft diftindlly, their opinion upon this fub- 
jedt; that they can have no interefts but 
thofe of his Majefty and of their Conftitu- 
ents; whereas it is needlefs to fuggeft to his 
Majefty’s wifdom and difeernment, that 
individual advifers may be actuated by very 
different motives.

“ To exprefs our moft unfeigned grati­
tude for his Majefty’s royal ail'urances, that 
lie does not call in queftion the right of this 
Houfe to offer their advice to his Majefty on 
every proper occafion, touching the exercifir 
of any branch of his royal prerogative 
of his Majefty’s readinefs at all times to re­
ceive fuel) advice, and to give it the moft at­
tend ve confideration,

<( To declare that we recognize in thefe 
gracious expreffions, thofe excellent and con- 
ftitutional fentiments which we have ever 
been accuftomed to hear from the Throne 
fince the glorious sera of the Revolution, and 
which have peculiarly charadterized his Majefty 
and the Princes of his illuftrious Houfe; but to 
lament that thefe moft gracious expreffions, 
while they infpire us with additional aftedtion
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and gratitude towards his Majefty’s Royal 
Perfon, do not a little contribute to increafe 
pur fufpicions of thofe men who have advifed 
his Majefty, in direct contradiction to thefe 
affurances, to neglect the advice of his Com­
mons, and to retain in his fervice an Admi­
niftration whofe continuance in office we 
have fo repeatedly and fo diftinftly con­
demned.

“ To reprefent to his Majefty, that it has 
anciently been the practice of this Houfe to 
withhold Supplies until grievances were re- 
dreffed ; and that if we were to follow this 
courfe in the prefent conjuncture, we fhould 
be warranted in our proceeding as well by 
the moft approved precedents as by the fpirit 
of the Conftitution itfelf; but if in confidera- 
fionofthe very peculiar exigencies of the times 
we fhould be induced to waive, for the pre­
fent, the exercife in this inftance of our un­
doubted legal and conftitutional mode of ob­
taining redrefs, that we humbly implore 
his Majefty not to impute our forbearance to 
any want of fmcerity in our complaints, or 
cliftruft in the juftice of our caufe.

« That we know and are fure that the 
profperity of his Majefty’s dominions in for­
mer times lias been, under Divine Providence, 
owing to the harmony which has, for near 
a century, prevailed uninterruptedly between 
the Crown and this Houfe. That we are 
convinced that there is no way to extricate 
this country from its prefent difficulties, but 
by purfuing the fame fyftem to which we 

have been indebted at various periods of our 
Hiftory, for our fucceffes abroad, and which 
is at all times fo neceffary for our tranquillity 
at home. That we feel the continuance of 
the prefent Adminiftration to be an innova­
tion upon that happy fyftem. That we can­
not but expeCt from their exiftence under the 
difpleafure of this Houfe, every misfortune 
naturally incident to a weak and diftrafted 
Government. That if we had concealed from 
his Majefty our honeft fentiments upon this 
important crifis, We fhould have been in fome 
degree refponfible for the mifchiefs which 
are but too certain to enfue.

“ That we have done our duty to his Ma­
jefty and our Conftituents in pointing out the 
evil, and hi humbly imploring redrefs; that 
the blame and refponfibility muft now lie 
wholly upon thofe who have prefumed to 
advife his Majefty to aft in contradiction to 
the uniform maxims which have hitherto 
governed the conduit of his Majefty, as well 
as every other Prince of his illuftrious Houfe; 
upon thofe who have difregarded the opi­
nions, and neglected the admonitions, of the 
Reprefentatives of the People ; and who have 
thereby attempted to fet up a new fyftem of 
executive Adminiftration, which, wanting 
the confidence of this Houfe, and ailing in 
defiance to our Refolutions, muft prove at 
once inadequate by its inefficiency to the 
neceffary objefts of Government, and dan­
gerous by its example to the liberties of the 
People.”

To the PHILOLOGICAL SOCIETY.
Dean TUC^ER’s Opinion on the prefent moft interefting Disputes.

TH E cardinal point, on which the 
queftion between the King and the 
Houfe of Lords on the one fide, and the pre­

fent Houfe of Commons on the other, really 
hinges, appears to be this:

The King has, by the Conftitution of this 
country, the foie right of nominating or ap­
pointing the great refponfible officers of the 
Crown. This is confeffed and allowed by 
all; and, indeed, the appointment of fuch 
Minifters is a truft, which could not be 
lodged in any hands with fo much fafety as 
with the Crown.

The Houfe of Lords ought not to be in 
poffeffion of it; becaufe the Conftitution has 
already made them the Judges in the dernier 
refort Of all Minifters, whenever any com­
plaint or impeachment ihall be brought 
againft them. Were they, therefore, to fit 
in judgment on fuch perfons for mal-admini- 
ftratioh, whom they themfelves had chofen 
and appointed, this, in faft, would be fitting 
in judgment on their own actions.

Tho Houfe of Commons ought not to 

enjoy the privilege of nominating Minifters*  
or even of recommending them; becaufe 
they are the Confiitutional Watchmen of the 
State, whofe peculiar province it is, to keep 
the public purfe; and, when they make 
grants out of it, to infpeft and examine the 
application of fuch grants with the utmoft 
care. Confequently they are to accufe, to 
profecute, and impeach, every refponfible 
Minifter, whenever they apprehend him to 
be guilty of abufes or mifmanagement in the 
difeharge of his. office. Hence, therefore, it 
muft follow, that it is repugnant to common 
fenfe, that the Houfe of Commons fhould be 
allowed to nominate or recommend thofe 
perfons whom afterwards it may be their 
duty to profecute. The ideas are repugnant 
to each other; at leaf! they appear to be fo, 
in a moral and judicial view ; for, were 
culprits always to have the liberty of chufing 
their own profecutors, what impartial juftice 
could be expefted from fuch fiam prof cu­
tions? The unjuft Steward, mentioned in a 
bpok to which modern politicians pay no rq- 

gards
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'gard, bad little caufe to fear the lofs of his 
ftewardfhip, for having wafted his mafter’s 
goods, could he have had the appointment of 
his own friends and recommenders to be his 
only examiners and accufers.

To revert, therefore, to the point from 
which we fet out—The Crown alone is en- 
trufted by the Conftitution with the appoint­
ment of all its refponfible Minifters. The 
reafon is obvious. After fuch appointment 
they are to anfwer for their conduct to difm- 
terefted, impartial profecutors, and before im­
partial, diflnterefted judges, in cafe they fhould 
aft ami's. The Crown, therefore, ought never 
to feek previous confent of either Houfe, in 
the choice of its Minifters : for, provided the 
choice is fuch that no natural incapacity, no 
moral nor mental difqualification can be ob­
jected, it is enough ; the Conftitution requires 
no more ; the refponfible Minifter therefore, 
whoever he may be, is legally and conftitu- 
tionally appointed. As he thus ftands upon 
his good behaviour 'before the Houfe of Com­
mons as his profecutors, and before the 
Houfe of Peers as his judges, he ought not to 
be prejudged by them either way ; that is, he 
ought to be neither applauded nor con­
demned, ’till his own conduft, and his per- 
fonal merit or demerit, in his office, (hall 
have rendered him worthy either of their 
praife or cenfure.

This, undoubtedly, being the true ftate of 
the cafe, let us now fee how the Houfe of 
Commons have afted, and ftill continue to 
aft, in thefe matters. Inftead of keeping 
within the bounds of their duty, as rhe 
watchmen of the ftate, and the guardians of 
the public treafure, they have created for 
themfeives a new office, totally unknown to 
the Conftitution, and utterly fubverfive of it, 
when purfued to all its fatal confequences. 
Though they do not objeft to the choice 
which his Majefty has made, as a 
choice intrinfically bad ; nay, though they 
applaud it, as being in itfelf a very good one, 
fuch as they themfeives would have made; 
yet they bring a moft formidable objection 
againft his Majefty for making this choice, 
without their previous confent. For it feems 
a man, who has not the confidence of their 
Houfe, however well qualified hjmfelf, ought 
not to be chofen; and, if chofen, he ought 
to be compelled to reflgn, in order to obtain 
their approbation before his eleftion. In 
faft, according to this pofition, no man is 
eligible ’till; the Houfe of Commons haye 
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given their fiat. This new doftrine was firft 
broached by a defperate faftion in the reign 
of George the Third; but a ftrange one 
furely it is, more ftrange, if poffible, than 
that famous cafe of fid: by and White in the 
year 1704. If thofe only are to be deemed 
eligible, who are the declared favourites of 
the Houfe of Commons; what kind of 
guards and centinels will our reprefentatives 
become, in watching over the conduft of 
their own favourites, their own creatures ? 
Et quit cujlodes nfiodict ipfos ?

Befides, there is another moft alarming 
confideration, .which feems to be too much 
overlooked. According to thefe new regu­
lations, no man ought to be made Prime 
Minifter, who has not acquired the confi­
dence of the Houfe of Commons. Be it fo : 
but then, How is this confidence to be ob­
tained ?—What meafures is the candidate to 
purftte, for obtaining an influence fo pre­
ponderating as to fecure his election ? The true 
anfwer to which queftion is this, He muft 
make intereft with, he muft ftudy to oblige 
(fofc words in the prefent cafe for flattering, 
bribing, and corrupting) ’as many leading 
Members as he can, to efpoufe his caufe ; 
he muft, and he will, make large promifes, 
that, as foon as he fhall come into power, he 
will gratify thefe with honours, titles, ftars, 
and ribbands; thofe with places, penfions, 
or lucrative jobs, and contrafts. In ffiort, 
he muft know every man’s price, and aft 
according to this plan of iniquity.

Thus, by the great innovation now at­
tempted to be introduced into the Conftitu­
tion, the Britifh empire will be as furely 
overturned, and as truly fet to fale to the 
higheft bidder within the walls of the Houfe 
of Commons, as the Roman empire was by 
the Prsrtorian guards during the declenfion 
of that unwieldy falling ftate.

If rumour is to be credited, the price of 
feveral capital leaders is already fixed. 
Whether this be true or falfe, the fyftem 
tends to corruption, and cannot be fupported 
on any other principles;—a circumftance 
fufficient to render it deteftable in the eyes 
of eveiy fmcere lover of his country.

As fuch, the writer of this paper, who 
never proftituted his pen to any party, nor 
wrote againft the conviftion of his confcience, 
withes now to bear his public, teftimony 
againft it.

JOSIAH TUCKER. 
Glojier, March 1, 1784.

POETRY.



VERSES
Written in the Dargle, in the County of 

Wl CK1OW.

HAIL, fairy fcenes 1 hail, haunted 
ground !

Where elves and genii fport around, 
And hear the rulhing waters fail, 
Or echo to their revels' call.

Oft will I to the haunts repair, 
Where wild flow’rs feent the balmy air ; 
Where oaks adorn the fhaggy brow, 
And torrents murmur hoarfe below, 
Now white with foam, and burfting loud, 
Now dafh’d to many a mifty cloud : 
Or where the glaffy furface fleeps, 
That blackens with o’er-hanging deeps j 
And many a tree that downward bends, 
And from the parent rock impends, 
Appears to woo with eager arms 
The river’s coy difdainful charms.

The hills their waving line unfold. 
Retiring foft and fwelling bold, 
In many a [Rape fantaflic rife, 
And melt in azure to the fkies.— 
Here Phoebus, with a lover’s heat, 
Affails the Naid’s coy retreat; 
Between the mountains Hopes his beam, 
And plays in gold along the ftream ; 
His vagrant light bewilder’d roves, 
Or fleeps infnar’d among the groves.

’Twas here, perhaps, fome chieftain bold, 
Some mighty man, in years of old, 
(Profaning friendfhip’s hallow’d name 
When England’s fons infidious came) 
Beneath the free-born oaks, defy’d 
The fierce invaders’ tyrant pride, 
And heard, in ev’ry breeze, from far 
The flirieks of woe, the fhouts of war, 
And faw from far the fignal fire 
On many a mountain’s top afpire.—. 
Around the chief, a hardy band 
Of fearlefs heart and puiffant hand 
{When pealing on the watch of night 
Loud came the roar of diftant fight) 
Have fternly clalh’d the fpear and fhield, 
And fiercely claim’d the promis'd field ; 
Then rufti’d, a headlong torrent, down 
To fpoil the vallies once their own.-*  
Returning red with Englilh blood, 
Beneath thefe (hades perhaps they flood, 
Spread the rude feaft and fliar’d the prey, 
And heard the minftrel’s folemn lay,

* Spenfer, in bis Effay on the State of Ireland, among other meafures for reducing the 
country to perfect fubieftion, propofes to extirpate the race of Minftrels,

Retirement

Recount the prodigal of breath, 
The martial pride, the illuftrious death.

For here, in old heroic times, 
Theminftrel wak’d his lofty rhymes ; 
He tun’d the harp, he bade them flow, 
Attemper’d to the ftreams below.— 
When England would a land enthrall *,  
She doom’d the inufes’ fons to fall, 
Left virtue’s hand Ihould bring the lyre, 
And feed with fong the patriot’s fire. 
Lo ! Cambria’s bards her fury feel; 
See Erin mourns the bloody fteel. 
To fuch a feene, to fuch a Ibadc, 
Condemn’d, profcrib’d, the poet ft ray d; 
The warrior rais’d his buckler high, 
To fhade the fon of harmony ;
And while he fung with (kill profound, 
A grove of lances briftled round.

Oh ! ftill, methink*,  thefe wilds retain 
The tokens.of th’hereic train.
On ev’ry rock, below, above, 
Engrav’d I read the patriot love ; 
And hear in ev’ry waving tree 
A voice that whifpers Liberty. 
I read in ev’rv plant and flow’r, 
“ ’Tis bafe to own a tyrant’s pow’r.”— 
Theftream that loudly roaring flow*,  
And o’er the rocks impetuous goes, 
Would feem to chide, in Fancy’* ear, 
The felfifh aim, th’ enervate fear.

A grateful horror dwells around, 
The pow’rs are near—that awful found I— 
And now, the myftic forms I fee ;
The genius of each facred tree. 
And you, ye fofter tribes below’, 
That teach the burfting ftream to flow, 
I fee you fhoot athwart the glade, 
Where moon-light breaks the chequer’d fhade.

Sweet rural pow’rs, be ever near ; 
With awful murmurs foothe mine car. 
So ne’er may gothic art invade, 
So, av’rice ne’er profane the {hade ; 
But tafte preferve each facred oak, 
Unconfcious of the woodman’s broke ; 
And Flora fo perfume the plain, 
And bring her fweet tho’ lowly train ; 
Not thofe array’d in gaudy dies, 
That proudly court the gazer’s eyes ; 
Not thofe that bately gardens love, 
But humbler children of the grove, 
Sweet as the maid that fways my heart, 
With balhful charms that know not art,
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Retirement mild, and graceful fear, 
The modeft bluih, the dewy tear.

♦
Sweet pow’rs, when thro’ thofe haunts I 

ileal,
Your infpiration let me feel;
And fee the iacred forms of long, 
Or (lately march, or glance along; 
The frowning warriors awful fprite, 
With fword and mail of beamy light ; 
The regal pomp, the knightly train, 
The marfhall’d hall, the lifted plain ; 
The virgin that untimely dy’d. 
In vernal beauty’s rofeat pride;
The youths that mourn’d her tomb around, 
Whofe faithful tears bedew’d the ground. 
Oft let me parly with the Ihadcs, 
That haunt by night thefe folemn glades ; 
And let ideal bards be near, 
And airy harpings thrill mine ear, 
Now burfting loud—now finking lbw— 
As the varying breezes blow : 
And may I oft a note retain, 
And pour it thro’ my penfive ftrain !

Sweet feenes 1 by Nature fure defign’d 
A harbour for the penfive mind.
Another Sorgue *—a new Palclufe, 
And here another Petrarch’s mufe ; 
Renounce the world, their friends forego, 
And baniftijoy, and cheriftr woe ; 
Exalt the bold ambitious mind, 
To love the firft of human kind, 
And early clos’d in virgin urn, 
Remember long and fadly mourn. 
Oh ! boding mufe, avert thine eyes, 
Tor that way—that way madnefs lies.— 
Oh 1 never may I know the pain ;

* Strgue, a river running by Avignon in Provence, where Laura de Noves,' the miftrefs of 
Petrarch, was born.

T In the Andromache of Euripides, Peleus is introduced ridiculing the abfurdity of 
Menelaus’s expedition againft Troy, and reproaching him with being the cauie of the death 
f Achilles, and many other brave Grecians.

Nor

Oh 1 never pour fo fad a ftrain I
W. P.

ODE to DISCRETION.

Ad'iXty UTE V-
-TreiftoTrXon
~ec> ev PlNDAR.

I.
HR O’ every period of life’s fleeting 

day
Some different paffion fills the breaft, 
From morn till night Hope leads aftray, 

Nor ever guides us to the port of reft :
Love’s viiionary joys inflame

Youth’s eager withes; next Ambition’s rage 
Prefents, in man’s maturer ftage,, 

Profpefis of power and fame ;
Old Age comes tottering laft, unnerv’d 

and cold,
Grafping with palfied hand his ponderous 

bags of gold.

T R Y. 2.23

II.
The raptur’d Poet deems his earlieft praife 

To Fancy, fweet enchantrefs, due ;
Amidft whofe tracklefs groves he ftray«, 

While frelh creations ftrike his dazzled 
view ;

Put foon the flowers of Genius fade, 
And bold Invention in her mid career

Feels, like Ithuriel’s wondrous fpear, 
Dread Envy’s fangs pervade

Her frail contexture with a ghailly wound, 
Or finks an Icarus plung’d in the vaft pro­

found.
III.

Unlefs, O Goddefs of the furrow’d brow, 
Thy admonitions flay her flight, 
And urge her firft t’ addrefs her vow

Where thy pale fhrine emits a glimmering 
light ;

Too long, unmindful of thy power, 
In Fidlion’s airy palaces I trod ;

At length, obfervant of thy nod, 
To thee I kneel; O Ihower

Thy dews impregnated with heavenly reft, 
And let thy leaden mace fall weightier on 

my breaft.
IV.

Thee the reclufe Philofopher, whofe frame 
Shrinks at each northern blaft, reveres ; 
Elixirs his attention claim,

And warmeft flannels huddle up bis ears : 
Nor art thou diftant from the Maid

Whole unfought chaltity maintain’d its 
hold

While o’er her forty firns have roll’d ;
Yet, anxious for thy aid,

On thee fhe calls, whene’er before her 
eyes

Hibernian beaux or too refiftlcfs coronets 
rife.

V.
Swift rufh the fiery (leads, loud founds 

the car,
When Homer brings, feverely juft,
Aflembling Demi-gods to war, 

And lays proud Troy’s adulterous towers 
in dull:

Had Menelaus fearch’d thy laws, 
He there had learnt without an augur’s 

fkill
That women ftray not ’g null their will, 

And, loth to furnifh caufe
To * Peleus for his flaughter’d fon to chide, 

Had wifely Ila id at home and fought another 
bride.

VI.
Who from thy fount his infpiration draws

Defcribes no Paladins in arms,
Nor paints, to gam the crowd’s ap- 

plaufe,
Armida’s wiles, or Una’s heavenly charms;
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Nor lifts a Fairfax to the Ikies, 
In freedom’s devious mazes led aftray ;

But haunts fome courtly fhrine to pay 
His duteous facrifice ;

Or lings in Tuffer’s flile of golden grain, 
Of harrows, oxen, carts, and all the fchemes 

of gain.
VII.

Since mv green years, by fome unhallow’d 
Brain,

Have made thee frown upon my fuit ;
Not where the fnarling critic train

Fierce as a dragon guard fair learning’s 
fruit,

Nor in the bufy walks of trade ;
Nor will I feek thee brooding o’er thy 

flore,
Behind the mifer’s churlifh door, 

Worn to a meagre fhade ;
Nor in yon flails, where th’ orthodox 

divine
Snores, and with ven’fon cramm’d extends 

his brawny chine.
' VIII.

But to the regions of the Lunar fphere 
My daring paffage wiil I wing, 
Where all things, loft by mortals here,

Are found, if rightly Ariofio fing:
There haply, in fome lonefome vale, 

Where dark yews bending from the rocky
Heep

O’erhang the lake, w'hofe waters fleep, 
Mov’d by no ruffling gale,

Shall I behold thee weeping o’er the tomb 
Of Caffius, harfhly charg’d with Freedom’s 

timelels doom :
IX.

Vanquifh’d, he rais’d to heaven his hag­
gard eyes,

And bar’d his bofom to the ftroke ;
Calm gown-men fay, “ Had he been 

wife,
“ And liv’d, Rome yet had fcap’d Octa­

vius’ yoke.”
Next, in thy fhades, a prey to grief, 

Perchance the learn’d Chriftina may I fee,
On earth who proudly flighted thee ; 

Now, loft beyond relief,
On Papal fnares and venal Poets frown, 

And wail with fruitlefs plaints her abdicated 
crown.

X.
Yet fince from death thou canfl not thefe 

unbind,
Their greatnefs claims no fecond birth, 
To penitence incline thy mind,

And deign to waft me back again to earth ; 
Guarded by thee from ev’ry fnare,

So fhall I frame fccure my placid lay ; 
Or, if in Satire’s walks I flray, 

\Vith tutelary care

Arreft her vengeful arm juft rais’d to fir ike, 
Smiling on friends, and foes, and all man­

kind alike.

Written July 20, 1779. fora DRUID’s 
CELL in the Garden of Richard 
Hoare, Efq. at the Elms, inSurry.

STAY, paffenger, and viewe a Druid’s 
cell,

Where neither gayeity nor pomp invites, 
Comfort with grandeure dothe not alwaycs 

dwell,
But oft in humble cottages delyghtes.
I boafl no gylded walls, no paynted dome, 
Thefe oaks, and mifletce, are deare to me, 
My furniture is wove in Nature’s loom, 
My wealth is innocence and lybertie.
Come then, and mufe, within this calm re­

treat ;
(Forgetting what the world calls gay or fine) 
I envy not the fplendoure of the great, 
Let Fortune be their boa/l—Content is mine!

A DRUID.

SONNET, 
AddrefTed to R. P. CARE W, Efq.

By Dr. W A R W I C K.
"O chmb at early dawn the mountain’s 

fide,
Ere devious herds have brufli’d the dews 

away,
Be mine : at noon amid yon elms to flray, 
W hofe artlefs tufts the cooling cu rrent hide ;

Mine from the purple heath's horizon wide 
'Fo trace the fplendours of reclining day, 
Until the moon, my homeward path to 

guide,
Diflain the forefl-edge with filver-gfey. 

And if fuch feenes the rifing foul expand,
The flutter’d heart if fimple blifs becalm, 
Where nature clofelier knits the i'ocial tie, 

No light addition fhould my Carew’s hand 
With equal friendfhip’s animating balm 
To letter’d eafe the place of fame fupply.

JZ feggio dell’ huomo e la terra. : 
De pejci, l'acqua,

Degli uccelli, I'aria 
Della donna, I’honore.

ISABELLA ANDREINI.

T R A N S L A T I O N.

SUCH was the wife decree of bounteous 
Heaven ;

To man the earth, the wave to fifh was 
given ■

The plumy tribe to wing the liquid air ;
Honour, bright gift, was defiin’d to the

Fair.- P A D D Y.

Summa rx.
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Summary Account of the Proceedings in PARLIAME NT. 

( Continued from p. 147.

HOUSE or COMMONS.

February 5.

LORD Beauchamp rofe, and Rated, that 
he had propofed a motion fome time 

ago, which had the honour to meet the ap­
probation of the Houfe. The intention of 
it was Pimply to guard the purfe of the pub­
lic from the confequence of any indifcre- 
tion from thofe at that time in office. The 
Houfe well knew, that the legislature, in 
the all which furniffied the Lords of the 
Treafury with the powers they have of 
granting their acceptance to India bills, ne­
ver meant to deprive the Houfe of Commons 
of its conftitutional right to infpeft every 
part of the public expenditure. The powers 
inveiled in the Board of Treafury are merely 
difcretionary, and for that very reafon natu­
ral objefis of that watchful and conftant at­
tention, which it becomes this Houfe to 
exercife over every office in executive go­
vernment. When fuch an aft of parliament 
as has been thus violently mifconfirued took 
place, few imagined there would be any 
neceffity of regarding the powers it be­
llowed with jealoufy. But how was the 
cafe now ? Did not all the Houfe know that 
bills to the amount of near two millions 
■were expefled, to which the acceptance of 
the Treafury would be thought neceffary ?

This much his Lordfhip deemed proper 
to fay on the nature of the motion which 
had originated with him on the 24th of De­
cember laft. The only circumflance con- 
nefled with it, to which there could be any 
poffible objection, might perhaps be the 
thinnefs of the Houfe in which he had 
brought it forward. The reafon of that was 
well known to the Houfe. It happened at 
the time when feveral honourable gentlemen 
had vacated their feats, among whom the 
right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) over- 
againft him, was one. But no advantage 
Was intended by that meafure. The fitua- 
tion of the country required that the repre- 
fentatives of the people fhould be on their 
guard. Violent things were done in defi­
ance of a majority of the Houfe ; and not 
knowing how far fuch a fpirit of encroach­
ment and defiance might go, it was judged 
extremely expedient and neceffary to give 
this notification, in the cofindencc that*  who­
ever fhould ad as Lords of the Treafury, 
fome degree of delicacy and refpeft would 
be paid to the opinion of this Houfe, thus 
formally and folemnly announced.

Thefe obfervations he honeftly intended 
as introductory to a motion which he now 
meant to fubmit to the Houfe. It was

Europ. Mag. 

founded undoubtedly on a rumour, which, 
however, he deemed of fo much confe­
quence, as to warrant a ferious enquiry of 
that Houfe. Refolutions in another place, it 
feerns, according to what he h;fd heard, had 
been formed on a conftruflion of that one in 
this Houfe to which he had referred, perfect­
ly unfounded. This was not. the time to 
debate the matter, but he thought the Houfe 
bound in honour of its own privileges to 
enquire whether the rumour was true or not. 
Suppofing this to be the fail only for a mo­
ment, one part of their lordfhips’ conduft 
feemed deferring the attention of the Houfe. 
The refolution on which they would fix a 
cenfure paffed on the 24th of December laft, 
arid no notice whatever was taken of it till 
the 4th of February. He would not make 
any comments on this fall. The public 
would confider of it with freedom, and if 
it did not open their eyes to the fpirit, the 
intention, and the objeft of the late refolu­
tions of the other Houfe, he, for his own 
part, knew not what would. The motion 
therefore which he would now bring for­
ward was in words to the following effefl : 
“ That a committee be appointed to infpeci 
the journals of the Houfe of Lords in rela­
tion to any refolution or refolutions in that 
Houfe, alfefling a refolution of this Houfe 
on the 24th of December laft, and report 
accordingly.”

The motion being feconded,
Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, he had no in­

tention to oppofe the noble lord’s motion; 
nor was it his intention to remark on any 
thing which had been faid, that might feem 
to reflefton the other Houfe. It would be 
time enough to meet any charge when it was 
fully fubftantiated before the Houfe. There 
could be no impropriety in the inftitution of 
fuch an enquiry as the noble lord had pro- 
pofed. He only hoped, that any fuch 
report as might be expefled to refult from 
an enquiry of this fort, would be fairly 
ftated, and that then there would be an op­
portunity of difeuffing the matter fully.

After a converlation, in which Mr. Fox 
and Mr. H. Dundas were the chief fpeakers, 
the motion was put and agreed to nem. con.

Mr. Pitt rofe, and faid, that he had a mo­
tion to make, which he was fo convinced 
would merit the approbation of the Houfe, 
that he would only juft mention it, which 
was, “ That there be laid before this Houfe 
“ an account of the fums of money borrow- 
“ ed, and debts created, from 1776 to 
“ 1783-”

Mr. fox observed, that whilft the right 
hon. gentleman brought forward any motion 
refficfliEg the bufijiefspf that Houfe, Ite, as

F f well 
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well as Adminifiration, ought to reflcfl on 
the peculiar fituation in which they (food to 
it, and that the Houfe might deliberate on 
the proprieties of all their motions, fo long 
as they hand in that predicament. For the 
prefent, however, he would not oppofe the 
motion.

Accordingly it palled unanimoufly.

February g.
Lord Beauchamp, after referring to the 

report of the committee (which was read) 
appointed on Thurlday to infpeft the Jour­
nals of the Houfe of Lords, afTerted, that 
the Houfe of Commons had ailed in every 
•refpeit agreeable to its former confuetude on 
(ubjefls of a fimilar nature ; and that this 
point might be the more fully evinced, he 
would move that a committee be appointed 
to inveftigate the ufage of both or either 
houfe of parliament, in regard to their inter­
ference with the conduit of men invefted 
with diferetionary powers in a public capa- 
city- . , .

1 he motion being feconded, a committee, 
of which his lordffiip formed a part, was 
appointed accordingly.

The order of the day being called for, 
Commodore Jo’hnflone rofe and laid, that 
before the Houfe came to any further refolu- 
t.ions, or went into further confiderations on 
the Rate of the nation, he wiffied the hon. 
gentleman below him (Mr. Fox) would 
bring forward and exhibit his India Bill. 
He had alleged it was ready, it was in his 
pocket: Why did he not produce it ? It was 
to hisobRinate refinance on this fubjeil that 
the,prefent Ragnation of public bufmefs was 
to be attributed. His Majetty, his miniilers,. 
the country, the parliament, and the com­
pany, looked with expectancy for the pro­
duction of this new fyffein of reform ; and till 
it was exhibited, he did not fee how either 
men in office could quit their Rations, or the 
bufmefs of the nation be executed.

Mr. Fox contradicted the affertion, that 
public bufmefs was interrupted becatife his 
bill was not exhibited. He would tell the 
hon. gen leman who (poke laR why the af­
fairs of the.nation were at a Rand. It was 
becaufe MiniRry perlilted in the retention 
of their offices, notwithfianding the Houfe 
had declared that they did not poffefs its 
confidence. Confidence is the ground of 
every government, and without confidence 
no government can be conduced, no admi- 
niflration can exiffi. At the prefent crifis 
there was a miniffry, but there was in fail 
no government at all. How long a defpe- 
rate fet of men might think proper to diRurb 
tine public happinefs, to interrupt the pro- 
grefs of thegreat national affairs of this, king­
dom, he could not fay; but he wiffied it to 
be underRood, that.it was to them and to 
their obRinacy that all thefe difaffers were to 
»<? attributed, which at prefent preffinted. 

themfidves under fo many alarming, afpefls 
to the people of this country.

He wiffied the Houfe to proceed with cau­
tion, with deference to MajeRy, and with 
becoming moderation at the prefent threat­
ening crifis. No circumflance could render 
their procedure either more refpeftable or 
more efficacious than this. The fov ereign 
had declared his moR gracious intention 
to take into confideration the refolutions of 
the Houfe of Commons intimated to him. 
Fie wilhed therefore that the Houfe would 
wave all further procedure on points of fo 
much delicacy,, till the effett of its former 
refolutions on the royal mind were fully 
known. This was a mode of procedure 
which he thought became the dignity of the 
Houfe ; and till fuch time as it was known, 
what his MajeRy’s determinations were, 
whether he was refolved to follow the ex­
ample of his illuRrious forefathers, or . to 
purfue a different line of conduit, he thought 
it would be fit to poRpone the order of the. 
day to Friday or Monday next, as might 
feem moR agreeable to the fentiments 'of 
the Houfe.

Lord Mahon faid, he did not by any means 
rife to oppofe the adjournment which had 
juR been moved. Fie only wiffied the right 
hon. gentleman, Mr. Fox, to explain fome 
particulars of his conduit, and to fpeak the 
fame language in the Houfe as out of it. The 
fubjeil was the voice of the people. He had 
lattly faid that their voice was to be beard, 
within thefe walls. There was a time when 
he reprobated that doitrine. The noble 
lord held a paper in his hand, which con­
tained a refolution of the WeRminRcr com­
mittee, which he would read to the Houfe. 
It was to this effeit, and it was dated from 
the King’s-Arms-Tavern, that Lord North’s 
faying the voice of the people of England 
was only to be heard in parliament was un- 
conRitutional. This refolution was figned 
Charles-James Fox. This inconfiRency he 
would, be glad the right hon. gentleman 
would explain. There was Rill another 
point on which he likewife thought his con- 
duff required to be explained. He had 
heard him fome time ago fay, that it was not 
the intention cf the Houfe to Jloft the fup- 
plies. But a very different lentinient had 
efcaped him laft Thurlday in anfwer to the 
right hon. gentleman, Mr. Pitt, over the 
way. For then he had laid that it was, in 
his apprehenfion, very improper to go on 
with the fupplies. Thefe were things in 
which the noble lord would be glad to be fet 
right, efpccially as he conceived no inconfi- 
dcrable majority of the right hon. gentle­
man’s conRituents thought as he did.

Mr. Fox begged only to fay a few words, 
in reply to what had fallen from the noble 
lord, as he was well aware for what purpofe 
thefe mifreprefentations were now made. 
Th® circumftances conneitcd with the refo­

liation 

that.it
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lution of the Weftminfter committee now 
read, which his lordEhip had .not ftated, 
were, that he was at that time chairman 
■of the committee, and often obliged to fign 
refolutions he did not approve ; that the no­
ble lord, on thofe violent meafures, always 
voted againft him, though he had. no right 
to vote at all; and that coufequently he 
might have figned the refolution now men­
tioned, though he had voted againft it. He 
did not, however, mean to deny the opinion 
imputed to him in that inftance ; but be­
caufe he thought it improper to fay that the 
voice of the people was only to be heard in 
parliament, did that imply that therefore he 
adopted the converfe propofition, that their 
voice never was to be heard there ? Such a 
eonftruftion of his words was contrary to 
common fenfe : for he ever did, and trufted 
be ever had held the Home of Commons 
the natural and conftitutinnal organ by 
which the collective voice of the people was 
to be gathered.

The noble lord’s other accufation about 
the Houfe’s flopping the fupplies was juft as 
loofely and incorrectly ftated as his former. 
The ftatement at Halt now made had not 
accorded at any time with his ideas on the 
fubjeft ; and he would rely on the recollec­
tion of the Houle, whether any words which 
bad fallen from him could bear fuch an in­
terpretation. Moft certainly the term of 
Jiop, for example, had not been tiled by him 
on the occafion. It was a refource which 
the conftitution placed in the Houle for its 
own defence, but which ought not to be 
afted from but when authorifed by emer­
gencies of the laft importance. It was, in­
deed, an effectual redrefs, but a redrefs 
which nothing but lome great and preffing 
neceffity could render eligible. He would 
not fay fuch an incident might not take 
place, as it was not eafv to fay in what the 
prefent circumftances of the country might 
terminate. But undoubtedly it was a ftep 
to which he would not confent for one, 
while it was in the power of the Houfe to 
adopt any other mealure more moderate and 
pacific. His language, therefore, in anfwer 
to the right hon. gentleman, was mifrepre- 
Icnted. He had ufed the word pojipone, not 

Jiop\ and on what principle had he done 
this? Becaule he could perceive no difpofi- 
tion on the part of minifters to confult the 
honour, the confequcnce of the Houfe, which 
is, in fact, the conlequence of the people in 
this country.

February i i .
The Speaker on a motion having left the 

chair, the Houfe rcfolved itfelf into a com­
mittee.

Mr. Steele faicl, that beheld feveral efti­
mates in his hands, refpefting the fums to 
be voted for the fupplies of the ordnance. 
Borne of thefe were new, and the committee 

would of courfe confiderof their propriet' - 
He therefore would move, in the firft place, 
that a fum not exceeding 111.634 1. ’’e 
granted for ordinaries -and extraordinaries. 
This he faid was a matter of common, 
courfe, and as fuch he would not comment 
on it. The next fum he would move as the 
refolution of the committee, was for various 
purpofes. Some of thefe were new, and it 
might be proper for the committee to exa­
mine their propriety. There was an inten­
tion to ereft fome new fortifications, which 
might conftitute a fubjeft for the difcuflioa 
of the committee. In the mean time he 
would give in his eftimates, and on this 
ground move that a fum not exceeding 
dS-bSSpl- 7s. qd. be granted, agreeable to 
the eftimates connefted with it.

Mr. Rolle faid, that various fums in the 
eftimates were to be appropriated for the 
purpole of erefting new fortifications. This 
he by no means conadered as compatible 
with the prefent exigence of the country. 
He was by no means fond of erefting many 
fortifications. Thefe fortifications muft be 
filled with foldiers, a circumftance bv no 
means friendly to the liberties. of a free 
country. He thought that an equal fum 
would be much better bellowed on the ma­
rine and navy of the country. There was 
one article to which he mull object, which 
was the purchafe of Sir Gregory Page’s 
boule. He faw no reafon for fuch a pur­
chafe. It had been faid that Woolwkh was 
unhealthy, that the academicians were fub- 
jefted there to agues. He did not kuow 
whether this was well founded or not, but 
he law no reafon for fo extravagant a pur- 
chaleat prelent. He would therefore move 
that a fum of 108,000 1. be dedufted from 
the above fum, as improper to be applied 
to the purpofes ftated in the eftimates.

Lord Sheffield fupported the expediency 
of keeping up the old fortifications, and 
erefting new ones.

Mr. Steele obferved, that the hon. gentle­
man who fpoke laft fave one, feemed to 
confound the eftimate of repairs with thofe 
of new works. He would ftate to him a 
lew particulars on the point.— Here he went 
into a long difeuffion of articles, fijbmjtting 
each implicitly to the judgment of the com­
mittee.

Mr. Rolle obferved, that what had fallen 
from the hon. gentleman only confirmed his 
opinion.

Lord Mulgrave expatiated on the abufes 
of the public money in the ordnance de­
partment. Every circumftance at prefent 
inculcated the duty of a rigid fyftem of 
finance. He was forry to obferve that this 
was not the objeft of the prefent motion. 
The public money of this nation ought to 
be diftributed for the fupport of its navy. 
There was no doubt but that its docks fhould 
be properly guarded; But what was the

I f 2 ordinary 
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ordinary method of conducing a bufinefs 
of this nature ? Was it not making a job of 
it, and diftributing the public money for 
the purpofc of gratifying the views and the 
avarice of individuals ? The works at Portf- 
inouth were well executed, but they were 
done in a tafte which either marked the ge­
nius or the turn of the engineer, or the pro­
digality of the public. He adverted to the 
purchafe of Sir Gregory Page’s houfe. He 
laid, the reafons which fupported fuch a 
purchafe were not well founded; He him- 
felf had been in Woolwich for fome time, 
and had experienced no bad efl'efts from his 
refidence there, Befides, it was not merely 
the purchafe of fo large a houfe which chal­
lenged his attention, but the additional charge 
of repairing and fupporting it. He there­
fore hoped the Committee would advert to 
thefe circumllances.

Mr. Courtenay could not fit Bill and hear 
fo much indifcriminate odium heaped by 
the noble Lord on the Board of Ordnance. 
He was convinced fimilar charges lay againlt 
other Boards with which he was connected. 
Neither could he flipport the infinuation of 
at noble Lord, refpetting the conduft and 
jobs of engineers who had been employed 
by that Board in the execution of public af­
fairs. The charafter of thofe gentlemen was 
above fuch imputations, and even claimed 
the refpett of his Lordlhip; it was therefore 
unfair and unhandfome to brand fo worthy 
a fet of men with the opprobrium which he 
had heaped upon them. As to the purchafe 
of Sir Gregory Page’s houfe, its propriety 
might be a matter of nice fpeculation ; but 
in this the Board of Ordnance had not pro­
ceeded with precipitancy; they had endea­
voured to obtain every neceffary information 
on the fubjeft; they had called phyficians, 
and even interrogated them whether agues, 
to which boys it had been allcdged were 
fubjefted at Woolwich, did not meliorate 
their conftitution : he could therefore fee no 
ground for thofe charges which the noble 
Lord had brought forward with fo little dif- 
crimination.

Loid Mulgrave rofe to explain.
Mr, Steele then flated, that the practice of 

the Board had never been to call for furns 
without going to work regularly, by firft 
having juft and reafonable eftimates of the 
leveral demands laid before them, by fuch 
engineers and other workmen as were com­
petent to make them out. The details in­
deed were not brought down to the Houfe, 
becaufe thofe were too voluminous and ex- 
tenfiye, and were not very well adapted to 
the bufinefs of the Houfe, though they were 
all in readinefs in the event of being called 
for. He was now, therefore, to move for 
fuch fums as the repairs of the fortifications 
at Portfmouth, Plymouth, and a variety of 
other places required. But inftead of fpe- 
tjifyin^ the peculiar cxpcncc of each, and to 

fave the Houfe much time, he would do as 
had always been done before, lump the 
whole, and move that the fum of 324,000], 
and odds, be voted for the Ordnance efti­
mates of the prefent year.

Mr. Brett objefted to various particulars, 
He ftated the cafe of the fortrefs at Sheernefs, 
which the fea might walh away every year. 
He was aifo very much againft the purchafe 
of the houfe on Blackheath, and wilhed any 
Gentleman would ftand up in his place, and 
attempt to give any eftimate of the repairs 
which it might require. For his own part, 
the alterations which he underftood were 
intended, ftruck him as implying an ex­
pence of which there would be no end. He 
thought the whole project a mad one.

Sir William Dolben did think fome more 
attention ought to be paid to the young aca­
demicians health thanGentlemen were aware 
of. Every thing, in his mind, depended 
on this fundamental circumftance, and there 
was only anotherwhich he thought deferved 
the preference ; this was their morals, which 
he infilled would be confiderably fecured by 
their removal from Woolwich, where they 
could not help frequently mixing with the 
loweft, the vileft, and the moft worthlefs 
company, and where their young minds 
were obnoxious to every fpecies of vulgar 
debauchery, to a fituation which muft in a 
great meafure prevent thefe and various 
other difadvantages. A few pounds on an 
objeft of fo much confequcnce were, in his 
mind, ill faved, and therefore he fhoujd 
truft the projeft would be adopted.

General Smith and Mr. Onflow finifhed 
the debate, when the motion for the fum of 
324,000!. was put, and carried without 3 
divilion,

F/E bruary 12.
The Houfe having refolved itfelf into 4 

Committee of the whole Houfe, on a bill to 
render the Receipt Tax more effectual- and 
productive, Mr. Ord in the chair :

The firft article which engaged the at­
tention of the Houfe, referred to the words 
in the preamble of the bill declared and. 
enadled. To thefe

The Attorney General objected, as tend­
ing to produce an ambiguity previous to the 
25th of March in the Courts of Juftice, re- 
fpeding the operation and efficacy' of the 
aft now in force ; and he did not apprehend 
there was any neceflity for him to ftate the 
confequences which might accrue to indi­
viduals from fuch a circumftance. He there­
fore thought the humanity, as well as the 
juftice of the Houfe materially concerned in 
thefe w'ords.

Mr. Eden did not fee the matter in fq 
ftrong a light as it feemed to prefs on the 
Hon. Gentleman. He agreed with his noble 
friend (Lord John Cavcndilh) that thefe 
words h<|d ap obviqus and palpable reft- 

rep;e 
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rence to certain doubts and difficulties 
which had arifen in conftruing the aft, and 
that it could never be fo far inifconceived

to have an hoftile afpeft. He, for one, 
however, would willingly accommodate 
the matter, and leave out the word or words 
which the Hon. Gentleman thought moft 
exceptionable.

Another .objeft of fome converlation was, 
.concerning with whom it was moft proper 
to depofit the ftamps. Much was laid about 
the penal claufe, which ftates, that whoever 
fhould fign a receipt without a ftamp, was 
liable to a penalty of tol. Lord John Ca- 
vendifh, Mr. Whitbread, Mr. Solicitor Ge­
neral, Sir Cecil Wray, and Mr. Huffey, all 
endeavoured to ascertain and explain the 
claufe in fuch a manner as fhopld effeftually 
prevent all litigation. It was obferved by 
fome of the {peakers, that the penalty of 
death concerning the forgery of this ftamp 
was a very hard one ; but Lord J, Cavendilh 
Hated that in very obvious and fair terms, 
as refpefting only a forgery of the ftamp it- 
felf, which, he faid, was by no means more 
difficult of imitation than others, and was 
of confequeqce as obnoxious to forgery as 
any other inftfuments of a fimilar nature ; fo 
that it did not feern to him more cruel in 
one cafe than another. This led them to 
refume the bulinefs of fettling with whom 
the ftamps Ihould be confided : many 
abufes of this fort were mentioned, and to 
prevent thefe,

Mr. Brook Watfon faid, that the ftamps 
ought undoubtedly to be in the poffeffion of 
fhofe who were the fellers, as buyers were 
4 fet of people who derived that defcription 
very often, at haft, accidentally. Many 
people bought articles of various kinds, from 
motives which occurred to them occaiional- 
ly, and confequently could not be luppofed 
to have ftamps always about with them, for 
the purpofe of anlwering thele fort of con­
tingencies. The feller, however, or retailer, 
ought to be prepared, by having thefe things 
in readinefs, as what was his bufi.-.efs was 
matter of only accident to him. The dealers, 
therefore, in his opinion, ought to provide 
themfelves with a proper quantity of ftamps, 
and charge them regularly ip their bills of 
parcels.

Lord J. Cavendiffi gladly and readily 
adopted the improvement of the Honourable 
Gentleman, and thanked him for fuggefting 
what he owned he muftbe better acquainted 
with than ftis Lordlhip.

Mr. Ord having left the chair, the Houfe 
was refumed, when

Lord Beauchamp brought up the Report 
of the Committee appointed to infpeft the 
Journal? of the Commons, refpefting the 
ulage of particular cafes of privilege.

Mr. Dundas moved, that the Report be 
printed, which, after a tong converfation, 
was agreed to.

229

February 16.
Lord Beauchamp role to move his propo- 

fitions, in confequence of the refolutions of 
the other Houfe. Now, he faid, that -the 
Report of the Committee appointed to feared 
the Journals was in every hand, they would 
be able to inform themfelves fully on the 
rights of the Houfe, with regard to their 
controul and guardianlhip of the public 
boards. The refolution of the Houfe of 
Lords was, as he had already Mated, ofa 
nature fo truly alarming, that they could not 
lit ftill and obferve it in tame acquiefcftice. 
At the lame time, it was not his wiih nor 
defign to bring forward any proportion 
which Ihould divide the two Houfes, or 
create diffention between them. Perhaps 
the other Houfe had not been equally cau­
tious and confiderate; or elfe, when thev 
referred to a refolution on their Journals of 
the 27th of February, 1704, declaring it to 
be illegal in either of the branches of the 
Legiflature to fufpend the operation of an 
aft of Parliament, they would have turned 
to the next page, where they would have 
found a refolution declaring, that it was the 
duty of the Houfe, in cafe of any difference 
of opinion 011 any point refolved bv the other 
Houle, to defire a conference, in order that 
they might learn the reafons upon which the 
Houfe had afted, before they proceeded to 
give their opinion on the matter. This, 
he laid, he Ihould have expefted from the 
noblenefs of the Houfe, as. the means of pre­
venting difeord and divifion between the 
tw’o Houfes.

It was not the bufmefs of cither Houfe 
to pafs abftraft refolutions. The tendency 
and intention of all their proceedings Ihould 
be manileft. This, he believed, he might 
venture to fay was a duty which that Houfe 
conftantly kept in view, and in all their re­
folutions conftantly praftifed.

One of their firft and moft ancient duties 
it was, to watch over the conduft of the 
public boards, and to give them fuch fca- 
fonable and previous advice, as they in their 
wifdom fhould think neceffary to the main­
tenance of the public funds, and to the pre­
vention of heavy burthens on the people, 
They had always interfered with their ad­
vice. They had paffed monitory refolutions 
in terms infinitely more authoritative than a 
late refolution ; and it was to be remarked, 
that even in the prefent moment, when the 
Houfe of Lords feemed to watch their pro­
ceedings with fo jealous an eye, this was 
the only refolution to which they objefted. 
All the other refolutions, therefore, which 
they bad lately pafl'ed, met with the appro­
bation of the Houfe of Lords.

To prove that this exertion of their au­
thority Was perfeftly legal and cuftornary, 
that it fprang from an unqueftioned privi­
lege, the Committee appointed to fearch the 
Journals had made their report of a variety 
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of precedents, fome of which went much 
farther than the prefent. resolution. The 
Committee had been careful to take no pre­
cedent from any period of our hiftory which 
might be called a time of violence ; they had 
therefore omitted many which they might 
have brought forward; but thofe they had 
adduced would be refpefted as precedents 
of authority, which ought to guide that 
Houfe : They were cafes in which the Houfe 
had interpoled its voice, furely as authori­
tatively as they had done in the prefent in­
fiance ; for they had not. now fufpended 
law ; they had not now given any other fiif- 
penfion than a folemn advice : and Certain­
ly a folemn monition and advice of that 
Houfe would, as it ought, have its in­
fluence on any public body of men in the 
kingdom.

He faid it was his intention to propofe to 
the Houfe fix refolutions, and he would 
read them.

1. “ That this Houfe hath not affumed 
to itfelf any right, to fufpend the execution 
of law.”

2. “ That it is constitutional, and agree­
able to ufagc, for the Houfe of Commons to 
declare their fenfe and opinions reflecting 
the exercife of every diiefetionary power, 
which, whether by aft of Parliament or 
otherwife, is veiled in any body of men 
whatever for the public fcrvice. ”

3. “ That it is a duty peculiarly incum­
bent upon this Houfe, entrufted by the con- 
ftitution with the foie and feparate grant of 
the public money, to watch over, and, by 
their timely admonitions and interference, 
to endeavour to prevent the rafh and preci­
pitate exercife of any power, however veiled, 
•which may be attended with any danger to 
public credit, or with heavy lolfcs to the 
jevenuc, and con fequent burthens upon the 
people.”

4. “ That the refolution of the 24th of 
December laft, which declared the fenfe and 
opinion of this Houfe, That the Commif- 
fioners of the Treafury ought not to give 
their confent to the acceptanccof any bills 
drawn or to be drawn from India, until it 
fhall be made appear to this Houfe, that 
fufficient meanscan be provided for the pay­
ment of the fame, when they refpe&ively 
fall due, by a regular application of the 
clear eflefts of the Company, after difeharg- 
ing in their regular courfe the cuftoms, and 
pther fums due to the public, and the cur­
rent demands upon the Company ; or until 
fhis Houfe fhall otherwife direft”—was con- 
ftitutional, founded in a fenfe of duty to­
wards the people of this kingdom, and dic­
tated by a becoming anxiety for the prefer- 
vation of the revenue, and the fupport of 
public credit.”

5. “ That if this Houfe had, in the un­
fettled ftate of the .Eaft-Iqdia Company, 

which was and ftill is under the eonfidera- 
tion of Parliament, in order to form fome 
provifions for the relief of that Company, 
and the fecutity of the public, neglefted to 
pafs tfae faid refolution of the 24th of De­
cember, to guard againft a new charge, to a 
very confiderabie amount, being rafhly in­
curred before any means of anfwering it had 
been Hated or provided ; they would have 
been juftly and highly refponfible to their 
conftituents for the increafe of thofe evils 
and difficulties which are already too fevere- 
ly felt.”

6. “ That this Houfe will, with the ut- 
moft moderation, but with the molt decided 
firmnefs, maintain inviolably the principles 
of the constitution, and will perfevere in 
the diligent and confcientious difehargeof 
the duties which they owe to their confti­
tuents, and to their poftcrity, equally feli­
citous to preferve their own privileges, and 
to avoid any encroachments on thofe of ei­
ther of the other branches of the Legifla- 
ture.”

The noble Lord, after fome further re­
marks, concluded with making his firft pro- 
pofition.

Sir Grey Cooper feconded the motion. 
He faid the refolution of the Houfe of Lords 
ftruck at the foundation of their privileges, 
and at their ufc in the conftitution. It tend­
ed to influence the minds of men againft 
their proceedings—to diminith the confi­
dence of the people —to undermine their im­
portance - and to add to the fpirit of that 
levity and difregard with which the.moft 
folemn afts of parliament were already 
treated. Thefe were circumliances that 
furely called for their moft ferious atten­
tion.

In the days of Queen Elizabeth, the 
Houfe was told that they were unfit to meddle 
with affairs of Hate. At other periods of 
eur hiftory, Kings and Chancellors had in­
formed them, that the church concerns were 
above their comprehenfion. But it was re- 
ferved for the prelent day to inform them, 
that they were not qualified to give their 
advice in matters which affefted public cre­
dit, and which might bring heavy burthens 
on their conftituents.

The Hon. Baronet went into a pretty long 
detail of precedents to Ihew, that it had 
been the practice of the Houfe in every Par­
liament, to pafs refolutions of a fimilar na­
ture to that of the 24th of December laft. 
He accompanied his recital with the hiftory 
of every precedent, and quoted the authority 
of Poftlcthwaite, and other colleftions of par­
liamentary hiftorians, for the teftimony of 
great conftitutional lawyers. Having done 
this, he examined the cafe which had drawn 
from the other Houfe this pointed refolution.

Mr. M'Donald laid, that that Houfe could 
only maintain its true dignity and import­

ance 
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Since by taking care that their refolutions. 
were always founded on legal principles, 
and that their tendency was llriflly confti- 
tutional. Theylhould remember, that they 
had frequently been doomed to repentance 
and Ihame for hafty and inconfiderate mea- 
fures. There had been cafes where the Judges 
bad come to their bar, and had convinced 
them that their proceedings were not found­
ed in ’aw, and that they were on the con­
trary direftly hoftile to it. In the prefent 
cafe he thought them in the wrong. The 
refolution, if it meant any thing effectual, 
meant to fufpend the exercife of a diferetion- 
ary power ; for it declared, that the Treafury 
Should not exercife it until they were fo di­
rected by that Houfe. It went further, in 
bis mind, than any one of the precedents 
contained in the report from the Journals ; 
and the particular cafes pointed out by the 
noble Lord and Hon. Baronet were not by 
any means in point. They muft always 
examine the context and hiftory of every 
cafe which appeared on their Journals, in 
Order to come at its real meaning and con- 
fequence. Of thefe precedents in the report 
there were feveral, which by no means con­
cluded favourably to the prefent qucltion.

Mr. Grenville made a comment on feve­
ral of the precedents which had been pro­
duced bv the Committee, and printed. He 
endeavoured to Ihew that many -of them 
were not in point, and by no means calcu­
lated to fupport the. refolutions founded on 
them.

The Hon. Mr- Erlkine laid, that if there 
were any difpofed to twift the meaning of 
words to the word of purpofes, to trifle 
with the dignity of the Houfe, to exercife 
its honour to their prejudices; if there were 
any animated by fuch bafe motives, and 
diftinguilhed by fo mean a practice, they 
could fcarce mifconceive or mifapply the 
refolutions which had been moved by the 
noble Lord. They contained an affertion 
of its privileges, and vindication of its 
rights.

The refolution to which particular allufion 
had been made, was no Aft of Parliament, 
neither was it, what is more, paramount 
to an Aft of Parliament; it. only expretfed 
the fentiments of the Houfe refpefting a dirt 
erctionary power, which*  by the decilion of 
all the branches of the Legiflature, was in­
verted in the Treafury., It did not enaft 
i hat the Lords CommiftionersJhall not accept 
fuch and fuch bills, but declared it to be 
their opinion, that they ought not to accept 
them. Was there not then a material dif­
ference between thefe two ideas, and be­
tween thefe two modes of expreflion ? What 
are words but the figns of ideas ? If there­
fore he was entitled to judge of the propriety 
and meaning of the common figns employed 
for that purpofe in »Ji is country ; if he un- 
derflood any thing of the precifiqu ®f the
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Englifh language, and he thought himfelf as 
well entitled to judge of this point as his 
learned friend (Mr. McDonald) over the 
way—he could not but aflert that thefe two 
modes of expreflion were toto cxlo different, 
and in no refpeft whatever authorifed the 
comment which had been put upon them. 
The refolution of the Houfe of Commons, 
therefore, to which reference had been made, 
did not tend to confine or cripple the Lords 
of the Treafury, but to aflift them with the 
moft falutary advice in the difeharge of a 
trull in which the happinefs of the Eaft-India 
Company, and with this objeft the intcreft 
of the nation, was eflentially involved.

He aflerted that the precedents, which 
had been laid before the Houfe, furnifhed 
ground for the interference of the Houfe with 
refpeft to all the prerogatives of Majefty, 
and even in the feudal tenures of Majefty, 
which were the moft ancient, and of courfe 
the moft facred. He knew of the exercife 
of no regal privilege, in the regulation of 
which the Houfe was not entitled to inter­
pole, and had not in fact interpofed its ad-, 
vice. The late refolution was therefore no 
innovation, but authorifed by the moft an­
cient procedure.

Mr. Dundas laid, that after fo much de­
clamatory and inflammatory language, he 
would not venture to tnake a ipecch, but 
only to throw out a few obfervations. He 
oblervcd, that with refpeft to the privilege 
and prerogative of the Houfe of Commons, 
and of the other branch of the Legiflature, 
to give advice to the Treafury, all were 
agreed ; but he figured an inftance, in which 
both thefe parts of the ■ conftitution gave a 
different advice. In this inftance what 
would be the conduft of Minifters? The 
refolution alluded to, he did not confider as 
binding in the fame degree as a law. Still, 
however, it bound up the hands of Minifters 
fo far—it obliged them, in the acceptance of 
India bills in every inftanc? beyond theium 
of 300,000b to confult the fenfe of the Houfe 
of Commons. This was the embarraffmeat 
which it furely impaled on them, and which 
in its literal fenfe, and as he underftood the 
Englifh language, to the underftanding of 
which he would not lay an equal claim cither 
with his learned friend (Mr.. Macdonald} on 
the right, or his other learned friend (Mr. 
Erfkine} on the left. He would therefore 
propofe an amendment on the fourth refo­
lution, and that a claufe fliould be added to 
it, explanatory of the fentiments of the 
Hotife refpe£Kng it, and of its original in­
tention in the formation of it. He wifhed 
alfo, that the fourth refolution might be the 
firft, and the others would naturally follow 
from it as corollaries. On neither of thefe 
points would he however in.fift very ftrenu-, 
ou fly.

As to the argumenfum ad hominem, it might 
be a legal phrafe, but furely not a parliament 

tary 
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lary one. He did not think himfelf bound 
to anfwer what had been thrown out on 
that fubjedl. In the cafe of Mr. Henley, 
that Gentleman having obtained no appoint­
ment from his Majefty, an addrefs was in­
competent, and a declaratory refolution of 
the Houle of Commons became abfolutcly 
neceffary. He fpoke of the Addreffes which 
had been prefented, and denied the intcr- 
pofition of minifterial influence with refpedl 
to them.

Mr. Fox confeffed himfelf much aftonifh- 
ed at the fpeech of the karned gentleman, 
Mr. Dundas, who in his opinion had adltd 
the part of an able and ingenious though 
not a prudent advocate for the Houfe of 
Lords. He meant nothing invidious or per- 
fonal by the term, but would appeal honeftly 
and fairly to the Houfe, whether, had their 
Lordlhips meant to plead their caufe at the 
bar of the Houfe, they could have fixed on 
any one who could have managed the inte- 
refts of his noble clients with more addrefs. 
For what was the amendment propofed but 
an acknowledgement that the Houfe did not 
underftand its own opinion ? It was an ex­
planation which virtually and fubftantially 
recanted the fentiment conveyed by the re­
folution. It was however to be remember­
ed, that the Houfe of Commons fpoke not 
to the Houfe of Lords, but to the Lords of 
the Treaftiry, and that the Houfe of Lords 
had fignified their difference with the Houfe 
«f Commons for an exertion of thofe pri­
vileges which were their'exclufive right; and 
the mode of blaming the refolutions which 
they had treated thus difrefpedlfully affedlcd 
every refolution of the Houfe. It gave them 
all a colour of ambiguity and obfeurity 
which they did not deferve. It lowered 
them in the eyes of the public, and made 
them fpeak a language which it was the in- 
tereft of fome that they fhould fpeak, but 
which, however, was foreign to their hearts. 
He was lorry that he was obliged to recur fo 
often to the fadls which had diltinguifhed 
the earlier part of the prefent feffion; for 
thefe were the fadls which had incurred the 
refentment of their lordfhips, and which 
they feeined fo very much offended by. 
They had acquired their objedt, and ftill 
they were diffatisfied. The meafure on 
which the honour of the Houfe was pledged 
they had dilpofed of,but in a manner extreme­
ly difgraceful; fome faid by a Court jtiggle ; 
others, by the abfolute command of Majefty; 
but none ever allowed the F life of Lords 
any merit whatever in this famous decifton 
of that celebrated meafure.

Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, that the Right 
Hon. Gentleman, in his prefent conduit, 
feemed to be inclined to declare war with 
the other Houfe of Parliament, and to load 
them with invcdlive, which fhould bring 
upon them popular odium ; and he feemed 
to be thus evidently lolicitous of bringing 

on what he pretended the moft to con­
demn, a quarrel between the two Houfes. 
He trufted and believed that the people had 
too much good fenfe ; that they had too 
ninch veneration for a Houfe which now, 
as well as in many former inffances, had 
interpofed between the violence of the Houfe 
of Commons and the Conftitution, and had 
refeued the one from the intemperance of the 
other. In the prefent cafe, they had obferv- 
ed a refolution of this Houfe with a jealoufy 
which became their wifdoin, and finding 
in it an ambiguity that alarmed them, they 
had declared their fenfe of its tendency with 
manlinefs, and at the fame time with refpedl. 
If they had conftrued the refolution wrong ; 
if they had given to the 'words a meaning 
which they did not bear, that muft be 
afcribed to its true caufe, not to any capti­
ous difpofition of that noble Houfe—not, as- 
had been infinuated, to a defire of diminifh- 
ing the importance or the confidence of the 
Commons ; but to a laudable defire of guard­
ing the facred purity of our conftitution 
againft the temporary heat, the phrenzy, 
the violence, or the forgetfulnefs of either of 
the other branches of the legiflature.

He faid he was not in the Houfe at the 
time that the refolution complained of was 
paffed. He confeffed that he had always 
looked on that refolution as at beft a hafty 
and inconfiderate meafure, and conveyed at 
the fame time in words of io muph ambi­
guity as to juftify the Houfe in their accep­
tation of it. It undoubtedly might becon­
ftrued from its letter to affurne a paramount 
power to the difcrctionary authority vefted 
by the act of parliament in the Board of 
Treaftiry ; for the refolution exprefsly de­
clared, that they were to accept of no more 
bills until the Houfe of Commons Ihould fo 
diredl. What was the meaning of thefe 
words “ until the Houfe of Commons ihould 
fo diredl ?” Their meaning was evidently 
that they fhould hold thetnfelves fubjedl to 
the injundlion of that Houfe, and fhould, in 
confequence of their interference and con- 
troul, fufpend the exercife of their difere- 
tionary powers.

He concluded with faying, that as no pre-, 
cife idea could be given to the phrafe in the 
refolution of the 24th of December, until 
the political didlionary of Mr. Eden came 
out, a didlionary which he dared to fay 
would fix the language as well as the tenets 
of that Houfe, he would, to put an end to 
prefent conftrudlions, move the previous 
queftion.

Lord North reprobated the fuppofed am­
biguity of the refolution on which the right 
hon. gentleman, Mr. Pitt, had grounded 
moft of his reafoning. He was at a lofs how 
to anfwer moft of thofe arguments, which, 
in his opinion, were merely a fort of philo­
logical exercitations, v. pick no ingenuity of 
man con’d tender fo pteciie as utterly to 

exclude 



FOR MARCH, 1784. 233

exclude all quibble and- fophiftry ; and un- 
lefs words were understood in their common 
acceptation, there would be no end to mif- 
conceiving their meaning. He thought, 
however, that we ought to regard their pri­
mary and ufual fenfe as the fafeft, and leaft 
liable to mifconftrudlion; and taking thefe 
obfervatioas for granted, he challenged any 
man to fix any imputation of ambiguity on 
the refolution in queftion. His lordfhip then 
confidered the fubjedi in a great variety of

C A R L E T O

rT'HE alterations at Carleton-Houfe being 
1 finished, we take the earlieft opportu­

nity of laving before our readers the follow­
ing brief description of the State Apartments, 
as they appeared on the toth inft. when his 
Royal Highnefs gave a grand ball to all the 
principal nobility and gentry.

The apartment where the Prince ufually 
dines was lighted up by three gilt chande­
liers, and a number of elegant girandoles.-— 
The pannels are white, with gold mouldings, 
and rich carved work. The cornice, freeze, 
and pediments, are of white and gold, to 
correfpond with the pannels and doors, 
"which, when clofed, are fo contrived, that 
they have not the appearance of doors. The 
hangings of this apartment are crimfon da- 
ttialk. In the niches are placed fome curious 
marble flabs.

Two chambers intervene between the din­
ing and ftate-room : thefe apartments are 
noble and rich, but have little to diftinguilh 
them, e cept fix paintings; two of which 
are ruins and landfcapes by an Italian mafter, 
•Andromeda chained to the rock, and the 
Annunciation.

STATE-ROOM.
The entrance to this grand apartment fills 

the mind with an inexpreffible idea of great- 
nefs and fplendour. In this the ftate chair 
of his Highneft is placed beneath a canopy of 
crimfon velvet, richly trimmed and embroi­
dered. In the center of the canopy on the 
top are two fhields, upon which is placed a 
crown of laurel; near the fhield are eagles 
heads in gold ; and at each corner is an hel­
met emplume ; each helmet on the dexter fide 
is fupported by a lion, and thofe on the fi- 
nifter by an unicorn.

The ftate chair is of a gold frame, covered 
"with crimfon damalk ; on each corner of the 
feat is a lion’s head, exprelfive of fortitude 
and ftrength ; the feet of the chair have fer- 
pents twining round them to denote wifdom. 
lacing the throne appears the helmet of Mi­
nerva ; and over the windows, the curtains 
°f which are crimfon velvet, hung in beau­
tiful order, Glory is reprefented by a Saint 
George let in a fuperb gloria, in which are 

-interwoven laurel branches. Trophies of 
"war, &c. defcribrd and finifhed in a fuperb. 
manner, are continued the full extent of the

Eunor. Mag. 

lights, and was extremely facetious in many 
parts of his fpccch.

Mr. Arden and others fpoke, after which 
the Houfe divided on the previous queftion.

Ayes — 157 
Noes — 186

Majority againft the pre- ?
vious queftion 3

The original motions were then put and 
carried. [To be continued. ]

N - H O U S E.

windows. In this apartment the pifturcs of 
moft of the Royal Family are to be placed, 
but it contains at prefent only thofe of their 
Majefties.

BALL-ROOM.
This apartment exhibits a pleafmg contraft 

to the ftate-room, and is, from the ftile in 
which it is laid out, admitted to be as nouvclla 
as it is beautiful. The pannels are white, 
framed with a light moulding, which appears 
to be entwined with foliage and flowers after 
nature. On each fide of the room are placed 
five large looking-glaffes, the framing of 
which is light and well in charafter for a 
ball-room. Avery magnificent glafs is plac’d 
at one end of the room, of fuch dimenfions, 
that it reflects almoft every object in the 
room. On the other end >is an orcheftra, 
elevated about eleven feet from the ground. 
A painted railing, of blue upon a white 
ground, forms the gallery of it. At the back, 
a moft beautiful crimion damark drapery ap­
pears, hung in a well-difpofed ftile, and 
blended with feftoons of artificial rofes and 
leaves, that give it the moft beautiful relief. 
Plumes of artificial feathers, fixed in final! 
coronets, are placed in proper diftances 
round the room. The crowns in which they 
are placed appear to be fet with jewelry, 
reprefenting emeralds, fapphires, topazes, 
and rubies. The cieling confifts of a white 
ground, from which are fufpended in variety 
of forms, rich leftoons of foliage and flowers, 
the beauty and order of which no defcription 
can do juftice to. From different meetings 
of the feftoons, are fourteen cryftal luftres, 
fo hung that it can hardly be difeovered by 
what means they are fupported. On each 
fide of the room, rows of feats were placed, 
for the accommodation of the company in 
the intervals of the dances.

The room adjoining, being the fecond next 
the gardens, is elegant, and perfectly mo­
dern. This ferves as an antichamber to a 
beautiful

SALOON.
This apartment may be ftiled the chef 

d’auvre, and in every ornament difeovers 
great invention. It is hung with a figured 
lemon fattin. The window curtains, fophas, 
and chairs, are of the fame colour, except 
fome which are placed in the recefs of the

G g bow*
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4>ow-window next the garden, and are of 
gilt cane. The cornices, mouldings, doors, 
&c. are of extraordinary workmaiflliip.----- -
The cieling is ornamented with emplemati- 
cal paintings, reprefenting the Graces and 
Mules, together with devices; and Jupiter, 
Mercury, Apollo, and Paris. In the center 
of the cieling is a reprefentation of Pegafus. 
Over the doors are alfo placed paintings.— 
The chimnev-piece is a beautiful delign, and 
from the or moulu ornaments on the marble, 
it poffeffes an appearance of great richnefs. 
Two or moulu chandeliers are placed here ; it 
isimpoffible by exprefliop to do juftice to 
the extraordinary workmanship, as well as 
defign of thefe ornaments ; they each confift 
of a palm, branching out in five directions, 

for the reception of lights. A beautiful fl" 
gure of a rural nymph is reprefented, en­
twining the ftems of the tree with wreaths 
o'flowers. In the center of the room is a 
rich chandelier. To fee this apartment, dam 

Jon plus beau jour, it fliotJd be viewed in the 
glafs over the chimnev-piece.

The range of apartments from the Saloon 
to tiie Ball-room, when the doors are open, 
formed one of the grandeft fpcctacles that 
ever was beheld.

The fuite of rooms on the ftory parallel 
with the garden were alfo lighted up, a!u> 
from the neatnefs and fimpiicity of their 
furniture, hangings, and ornaments, «-aVe 
great fatisfatiion.

MONTHLY CHRONICLE,

FOREIGN IN TELLIGENCE.

Rochelle, Jan. 20.

THE night of the 17th to the 18th of this 
month, has been for us a moft dread­

ful one. The end of the world could hard­
ly trace a more terrifying fpedacle. On the 
17th, towards evening, a ftrong wind arofe, 
and at nine o’clock we felt a fhock of an 
earthquake, attended with thunder, light­
ning, and hail. The Jargeft trees were, torn 
up by the roots ; the tiles and windows flew 
about the ftreets. Two hundred hinnies 
were thrown down; the upper Hories were 
demolilhed, and even fome houfes have 
been totally deftroyed. The poftilion from 
Nantes fays, that he faw many trees lying on 
the road, torn up by the roots that from 
Bourdeaux affures, that the country between 
Rochfort and Saintes has fuffcred much. 
Thedilafters at fea are ftill more melancholy. 
Many Ihips have foundered, both on our 
coaft and that of the ifle of Rhea. Twenty- 
four dead bodies have been taken out of the 
water here, and a much greater number 
were taken up at the ifle of Rhea.

Cadiz, Feb. t. Among others that are 
preparing to embark here, by order of the 
commandant at war, are two companies of 
artillery, and fome experienced engineers 
for St. Auguftine, in Eaft Florida ; which 
place, on its ceflion by the Englilh, the 
government has determined to make ftrong 
as art and ‘ nature combined can eflay, it. 
The two Floridas will be consolidated into

DOMESTIC O

February 23.
Seahorfe frigate arrived off Ply- 

.1 mouth from Madras. She failed from 
Madias the ad of October, arrived at the 

one government, under the fupreme direc­
tion of the governor of the Havannah. As 
the Englilh will remove all their artillery, 
feyeral pieces of cannon, all brafs, are fe- 
lefiing in the king’s arfenal to be flopped 
for that place.

Franckfort, Feb. 10. His Highnefs the 
Prince Bifhop of Treves has publifhed in 
his dominions a general toleration in favour 
of the Lutheran and other reformed churches. 
His Highnefs has not confined himfelf to a 
fimole toleration, but has alfo put them in 
polfeffion of a church, and enabled them 
henceforward to hold all date and military 
employments, without diftindlion, equally 
with the Catholics. The minifters of their 
church are permitted to perform their func­
tions according to their.rites and cuftoms.

Vienna, Feb. 14. Although the cabinet 
of Verfailles has given peace to the Levant, 
it is allured here that the firmnefs of the 
King of Pru'Tia towards our court has not a 
little contributed to it; for whilft the court 
of France was re-eftablifliitJg concord in the 
Divan, and difpofing their minds to peace, 
Frederick was offering us, without noife, the 
alternative of a limited moderation, or a 
dreadful war. That monarch writing to his 
minifter, laid to him, “ Allure the Court of 
Vienna that I want nothing for myfelf, but 
that I fliall prevent others from having too 
much.”

CCURRE. NCES.

Cape on the 9th of December, failed from 
thence the 47th of the fame month, and did 
not touch at St. Helena.

She
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She left the following men of war at the 
Cape :

Hero, 
Cumberland, 
Africa,

Monarca,
Exeter, 
San Carlos,-

Europe, Sceptre, and
The Nayade frigate.

The Eurydice frigate arrived at the Cape 
m December,.- and the Swallow arrived there 
the 12th, and failed the 21ft of December.

The Seahorfe brings intelligence that Ge­
neral Stuart was diftrtiffed the fervice on the 
17th of September.—On the-evening of the 
Hine day he was put under arrelt at the Gar­
den Houle- by Lieutenant Gomond, Fort 
Adjutant, and Mr. Stanton, Lord Macart­
ney’s Secretary. He was conduced to his 
own hoitfe, and a guard placed over him. 
He was arrefted as he was fending off orders 
io tbe-King’s troops.

Colonel Lang was appointed Lieutenant- 
General and Commander-in Chief, in-con­
fequence of Sir John Burgoyne’s refilling to 
take the command, as he laid he did not 
C-mlider Gen. Stuart as legally difmiffed the 
fervice. Col. Lang on the 18th went to the 
Mount to take the command of the army—. 
which Sir John Burgoyne firft refufcd to 
ooey, and then left the army to Lieutenant 
Colonel Flqyd. *

There was the moft promifing appearance 
of a Ipccdy peace with Tippoo Saib, as he 
had given the moft unequivocal declarations 
of pacific defircs, and had entered into a 
negociation for the purpofe.

25. The feffions began at the Old-Bailey, 
■when 20 prisoners were tried, fix of whom 
Were capitally convicted, viz. Daniel Clarke, 
for burglarioufly breaking and entering the 
dwelling-houfc of Richard Garret; William 
Martin-, alias Thomas Banks, for felonioufly 
breaking and entering the dwelling-houie of 
Charles Pavey : John Davifon, for burglary 
Jn the dwelling-houfe of James Barclay ; 
Alexander Cullum, for burglary in the d'z el- 
ling-houfe of John Pearce ; Richard M‘Do- 
nagh, for affaulting Robert Helfer on the 
highway; and William Hubbard, for bur­
glariously breaking open the dwelling houfe 
of William Beresford—Thomas Turner was 
tried on an indidiment for Healing a quan­
tity of apparel in the houfe of Edward Bit- 
mead, in the Mews at Mill-hill. Marybone, 
2nd the verdift left fpecial for the opinion of 
the judges.

26. Fifteen priToners were tried at the 
Old-Bailey, five of whom were capitally 
coiividfad, viz.. Daniel Gunter, for flopping 
the Brentford coach ; Charles Manning, for 
robbing Frances Hazleton, a child of ten 
years of age, in Stepney fields ; John Smith, 
for robbing Franc.s Franco, Efq. on the 
highway ; James Burn, for felonioufly af­
faulting Elizabeth Farmer on the highway ; 
William Proffer, for felonioufly affaulting 
Jfaac Poland near Drury-lane play-houfe.

27. Twelve priforters'were tried at the 
Old-Bailey, four of whom were convifted 
of felonies, and eight acquitted.
■ 28 Fifteen priibners were tried at the 
Old-Bailey, three of whom were capitally 
convifted, viz. John Jacobs, Samuel Sel- 
fhire, and Richard M‘Donagh, for feloni­
oufly affaulting Cha. Chapman on the high­
way.—Four were convicted of felonies, and 
eight were acquitted.

28. At two o’clock, the Committee of 
Common Council appointed to prefent the 
thanks of the court, and the freedom of, this 
city to Mr. Pitt, fet off from Guildhall to 
Berkiey-fqitare, in the following order : 
Two Marihalmen, with red and white 

cockades.
Four Conftables,- with ditto.

Two M^rflrals, with cockades and fafhes.
Mr. Alderman Townfend; Chairman,

’’ followed by the Committee.
Town Clerk, and the Clerk of the Chamber. 

■ About three o’clock they arrived at Mr. 
Pitt’s houfe, where they were very politely 
received, and Mr. Aiderman Townfend 
prefenteel the refoluticns; and at the fame 
time addreffed Mr. Pitt in a very elegant 
fpeech, to which Mr. Pitt returned an an- 
fwer, couched in the warmeft terms of re- 
fpeCt.

The cavalcade then returned, amidftths 
acclamations of applauding thoufands, to 
Grocers’ Hall, where Mr. Pitt received the 
freedom of the city, and afterwards was 
entertained with a moft fumptuous dinner, 
ferved with the utmoft elegance and profu- 
fion.

At Temple-bar the proceflion was formed 
in the following order :

Two Marfhahnen.
Conftables, two and two.

Under City Marfhalon horfeback. 
Standard Banner.

Six city pendants, two and two; their trams 
fupported by children, decorated with 
fcarlet and white ribbons.

City State Banner.
The colours carried by the city watermen in 

fcarlet jackets, filver badges, and leaf­
let and white caps.

Artillery, Company’s mufic, two and two.
Committee in their carriages ; their fervants 

with blue cockades.
A large blue pendant, with the words Pitt 

and the ConJHtution.
Upper City Marfhal on horfeback, 

Chairman of Committee 
with

Mr. Chancellor PITT.
Mr- Pitt’s friends, among whom were the 

Marquis of Carmarthen,- and the Lords 
Temple, Chatham, Sydney, with feveral 
others of the nobility, clofed the pro­
ceffion.
/is Mr. Pitt’s carriage paffed the obelifk, 

G g 2. aF 



236 THE EUROPEAN MAGAZINE,

at the end of Bridge-ftreet, he was fainted 
by a difcharge of the artillery belonging to 
the iociety of Lumber Troopers.

On their arrival at the Hall, after compli­
menting Mr. Pitt on the honour he had done 
them, in accepting the freedom of their 
company, they took their places at an ele­
gant entertainment, which it is faid coft up­
wards of one thoufand pounds.

The entertainment was condlifted with 
toe greateft regularity, and the evening fpent 
with the utmoft conviviality ; during which 
many loyal and conftitutional toafts were 
drank.

March 1. Being St. David’s day, the an­
nual fermon of the Welch charity-ichool was 
preached at St. Clement’s, in the Strand ; 
afterwards the gentlemen, prefident, &c. and 
children, went in proceflion to Almack’s, 
in St. James’s-fquare, where was a grand 
dinner prepared for them. His Royal 
Highnefs the Prince of Wales, being indif- 
poled, could not receive them at Carlton- 
Houfe, but fent the annual purfe of 100 
guineas.

2. Eighteen prifoners were tried at the 
Old Bailey, nine of whom were convicted 
of felonies, and nine acquitted.

3- Sixteen prifoners were tried at the 
Old Bailey, eleven of whom were convifted 
of felony, and five were acquitted.

4. Eleven prifoners were tried at the Old 
Bailey, three of whom were convifted of 
felonies, and eight were acquitted.

At this feflion fourteen convicts were ca­
pitally convifted, nine ordered to be tranf- 
ported, feven imprifoned and kept to hard 
labour in the houfe of correftion, three to 
hard labour on the Thames, feven to be 
whipped and imprifoned in Newgate, nine­
teen to be publickly whipped, three pri­
vately whipped, and twenty-five difeharged 
by proclamation.

The feffion of jail delivery of Newgate is 
adjourned until Wednefday the 21ft of April 
at the Old Bailey,

4. This morning at. eight o’clock John 
Lee, for forging a bill of exchange for 15I. 
purporting to be drawn by Lord Town- 
Ihend ; John Alh, for perfonating Thomas 
Eaton, the proprietor of 750I. Rock, and 
transferring the fame in the name of the 
laid Eaton ; Thomas Welch, George Allen, 
and Thomas Ledger, for different burgla­
ries ; and Jofeph Clark, for being at large 
alter having received fcntence of tranfporta- 
tion, were executed oppofite Newgate, in 
the Old Bailey. They all behaved becoming 
their unhappy fituation. Capt. Lee fplemn- 
ly declared the crime for which he fiiffered 
was committed in confequence of the moft 
fevere poverty. After hanging upwards of 
an hour, their bodies were,cut down, and 
taken into the gaol, in order to be delivered 
to their friends in the evening.

Notwithftanding great intereft was made 
for the unfortunate Capt. Lee from a variety 

of refpeftable quarters, it failed of effeft, as» 
from the examples of Dr, Dodd and Mr. 
Ryland, it is apparent, the great charaftcr 
in whom mercy is lodged will not, on any 
account, prevent the law from taking its 
courle in confequence of the commiffion of 
forgery.

The Nancy Eaft-India packet, which was 
coming exprefs from the Eaft-Indies, and 
was loft off Scilly, fome time fince, had 
the articles of the peace as fettled in the 
Eaft-Indies on board, none of which have 
been able to be made out by the letters that 
were taken up by one of his Majefty’s reve­
nue cutters, they being fo long in the water, 
and the letters fo torn : but the Company 
aie in hopes, as foon as they can get them 
dry, they will be able to make fomething 
out of them.

The crew of the Nancy Eaft-India packet 
confifted of 36 men, belidcs 12 gentlemen 
and ladies, paffengers, who all perifhed, 
they fay, except one.

According to letters which have been faved 
out of the Nancy Packet, it appears that Sir 
Richard Bickerton, Bart. Commodore of 
the Blue Squadron, arrived there in the Gib­
raltar, Capt. Hicks, of 80 guns, from Ma­
dras, the day before the Nancy failed, with 
feven other fhips of &ar, four of which 
were of the line. It was talked there, that 
this was the fleet which are to remain in In­
dia, and would return to Madras in March 
when the monfoons were over, at which time 
it was fuppofed Admiral Sir Edward Hughes 
would return to England with the Superb of 
74 guns, and fome other men of war, leav­
ing Sir Richard Bickerton to command in 
India : no King’s fhips had arrived at Bom­
bay fince the laft advices in Oftober. The 
chief packet from Governor Hornfby to the 
direftors of the Eaft-India Company is in 
part preferved. The Nancy is almofta new 
ihip, was built in the river, and had a greater 
number of paffengers than ufual, on account 
of the multiplicity of perfons coming home 
by reafon of peace being concluded. When 
the Nancy failed from Bombay, the Mah- 
rattas were quiet, the peace with them hav­
ing been compleatly ratified.

We are extremely forry to acquaint our 
readers, that Mrs. Cargill', the celebrated 
aftrefs, who about two years fince went out 
to India, was one of the unfortunate paf- 
fengers on board the Nancy Eaft-India 
packet, which was loft on the rocks of Scil­
ly ; fhe was found floating in her fhift, and 
the infant in her arms of which fne had 
been delivered.

Mrs. Cargill was extremely fuccefsful in 
her theatrical Afiatic excurfion ; fhe played 
all her applauded opera charafters at im- 
menfe prices : her benefit at Bengal amount­
ed to the aftonilhing fum of 12,000 rupees ; 
and what will furprife our theatrical readers; 
fhe performed the Grecian Daughter with 
the utmoft applaufe.

From
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From the London Gazette, Mar. 8.
Dublin Caftle, Feb. 24. The Duke of 

Kutland, who embarked at Holyhead laft 
night on board his Majefty’s yacht the Dor- 
let, arrived fafe in this harbour about one 
o’clock this afternoon. His Grace was re­
ceived at landing by the Lord Mayor and 
Sheriffs of the city of Dublin. The regi­
ments of foot in garrifon lined the ftreets 
through which his Grace paffed to the Caf­
tle, attended by a fquadron of horfe. His 
Grace, on his arrival at the Callie, was in­
troduced in form to the Earl of Northin^ton, 
who received him, fitting under the canopy 
pf ftate, in the Prefence Chamber. A coun­
cil met at five o’clock, and a proceffion was 
made from the Prefence Chamber to the 
Council Chamber, where his Grace’s Com- 
miffion was read, and the oaths adminifter- 
ed to him, after which his Grace having re­
ceived the fword from the Earl of NOrthing- 
ton, and been inverted with the collar of 
the moft illuftrious order of Saint Patrick, 
the great guns in bis Majefty’s Park the 
Phoenix were fired, and anlwered by the 
regiments on duty. His Grace then repair­
ed to the Prefence Chamber, where he re­
ceived the compliments of the nobility and 
other perfons of diftimftion, upon his Grace’s 
fafe arrival to take upon him the government 
of this kingdom.

13. Lieut. Snow, of the Royal Navy, 
arrived at the Admiralty-office with dif- 
patches from Sir Richard Hughes, Bart. Rear 
Admiral of the Blue, who commands on 
the Leeward Ifland ftation, which were 
brought by the Stormont (loop of war, ar­
rived at Portfmouth from Antigua, which 
place fhe left in January. The Latona fri­
gate, and the Adamant of 50 guns, were 
not arrived in the Weft-Indies. The iflands 
mutually reftored and ceded between Great­
Britain and France by the articles'of peace, 
were taking place when the Stormont failed : 
the ifland of St. Chriftopher’s was wholly 
evacuated by the French and taken polfeffion 
of by the Britifh forceps ; and it was under- 
ftood the fame had taken place at Dominica, 
St. Vincent’s, &c. &c. St. Lucia was alfo 
delivered up to the French, who had put a 
garrifon into it from Martinico. The Eng- 
lilh garrifon at Tobago were to come to 
England immediately on its ceffion to the 
French. A general joy was difeovered in 
the iflands reftored to the Britifh Govern­
ment, the French Governors having gene­
rally behaved in a very arbitrary manner ; 
and the taxes had been fo exceffive high, and 
gathered with fo great rigidity, that an in- 
furredtion would certainly have taken place 
had they not known the end of thofe exac­
tions would be very foon, The ifland of 
Antigua was very flourilhing, and there 
were a great number of American ftiips there, 
fome with cargoes, and others waiting for 
freight. ....................

An Edinburgh paper, dated March 8,Tays, 
The Count of Albany, as he has been com­
monly called for fome time part, died at 
Florence of an apoplexy, on the 23d of Ja­
nuary, in the beginning of the 64th year of 
his age, being born on the 31ft of Decem­
ber, 1720, N, S. a perfon who will be 
always memorable in the annals of Britain, 
on account of the bold artempt he made in 
the year 1745. Care had been taken very 
early to inftill juft and noble lentiments into 
bis mind ; and in his youth he had been 
inured to bear fatigue, and luch other incon- 
veniencies as are met with in a military 
life. His perfon and manners were fo grace­
ful and engaging, that he was warmly be­
loved by his friends, and efteemed even by 
his enemies ; and when he made his appear­
ance in Scotland he drew on himfelf the at­
tention of all Europe. He is laid to have 
always acted with remarkable humanity and 
greatnefs of foul; and his fuccefs was greater 
than could have been expefted from his cir- 
cumftances. After his defeat at Culloden, 
he bore his misfortunes, and paffed through 
dangers with fuch equanimity, as ftill to 
appear refpeflable and great. Since the 
peace of Aix-la-Chapel!e, when he was 
obliged to depart out of France, he has had 
little opportunity of fhowing to the world 
what he really was. He married the Prin- 
cefs Louifa Maximiliana de Stolberg Guede- 
ran, on the 17th of April 1772, but they 
have had no iffue ; fo that the male line of 
the Royal family of Stuart is now reduced 
to the Cardinal alone, after it had given 
Kings to Scotland for three or four hundred 
years, and by the Princeffes of it, Sovereigns 
to almoft all Europe.

The Right Hon. Mr. Pitt was elegantly 
entertained by the Goldfmiths Company at 
their hall in Fofter-lane. He was received 
bv the Grand Warden and Court of Affiftants 
in the Great Ball-room, and continued there 
until the tables in the great hall were cover­
ed, when he and his friends were ufhered to 
dinner, preceded by a numerous band of 
muGc.

The Hall and avenues to it were moft 
beautifully illuminated with variegated 
lamps, difplayed with uncommon tafte, re- 
prefenting different devices.

On the table oppofite Mr. Pitt were placed 
large triumphal gothic arches of curious 
gauze and open work, fupported by pillars 
of the fame order in burnifhed gold, while 
feftoons of artificial flowers elegantly hung 
from the fprings of the arches. The frizes 
and other parts were moft brilliantly deco­
rated with variegated foil.

On the bale of the centre column, on each 
fide, were painted the arras of Pitt, and 
on the top a blazing ftar of cryftal glafs, in 
conftant motion, the body of the column 
ornamented with groupcs of emblematical
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figures, and a whole length figure of HOPE 
oppofite the fame.

On the centre of the principal arcK the 
arms of England,, and on the top of the 
fide columns thofe of the city of London 
and Goldfmiths company: various other 
fuitable defigns were placed in different 
parts, and the whole on a ground of beau- 
ful frofting.

The defert confifted of a profufion of 
pine-apples, grapes, ftrawberries, cherries, 
glazed fruit, brandy fruit, burnt almonds, 
ice creams, bifeuits, and dried cherries.

The naval peace eftablifhments for Ame­
rica, Jamaica, the Leeward-Iflands, and 
African ftations, are fixed to be as follows :

Hallifax, Quebec, and Newfoundland, 
two Ihips of 50 guns, four frigates, and 36 
floops and cutters, (of the laft molt, of them 
are employed as guarda-coftas): in all 42 
Eten of war.

At Jamaica, two ft ips of 50 guns, one 
of 44 guns, (even frigates from 36 to 28 
guns, and eigh. Hoops from 12 to 20 guns : 
in all 18.

Leeward-Iflands, two of 50 guns, eight 
frigates from 24 to 32 guns, and twelve 
floops from 14 to 18 guns : in all 22 men 
of war.

Coaft of Africa, one of 50 guns, two fri­
gates of ■> 8 guns, and five floops: in all 8 
Dien of war.

17. Mr. Pitt dined with the Directors of 
the Eaft-India Company at the London Ta­
vern, in Bifhopfgate-ftreet. The dinner was 
ferved at five o’clock, and confifted of all 
the dainties of the feafon. Befides the Mi- 
nifter, the company confifted of the Earls 
of Chatham and Temple, Lord Sydney, fix 
other ftraugers, and the whole Court of Di­
rectors, which are twenty-four ; in all thirty- 
four perfons.

A Angular caufe was heard at the affixes 
at Bedford.--Forty years ago a farmer fold 
14 cows and a bull to a neighbour, on con­
dition of his paying for them on the day of 
his marriage. The purchafer having con­
trafled matrimony a few months fince, the 
executors of the party who had fold him the 
cattle demanded payment fbr the fame, 
which being refnfed, they inftituted a luit 
at law’, and obtained a verdift tor the debt 
»nd coils, together with intereft from the 
day of the defendant’s marriage, till which 
peiiod the contrail of io long Handing was 
not complete.

At the affizes held at Aylefburv, for the 
county of Bucks, a caufe of very confider- 
able length and importance came on to be 
tried ; which was an ejeClment brought, by 
(Samuel Selby againft William Lowndes, 
Efq. to recover poffi-Ilion of a very confi- 
derable eftate to the amount of 2,000!. per 
a?:■ unn, left by Thomas James Selby, of 

county, about twelve years fince to Mr. 
Lowndes., unlefs by public advertifement

his heir at law could be found. This is the 
fifth or iixth claimant, and all with equal ill 
iuccefs. The plaintiff made out but a very- 
weak cale, and the jury being a fpecial one, 
found.a vcrdlfl for the defendant, to the en­
tire fatisfaCtion of the Judge, and a very 
crowded Court.

Return of the fleet under the command of 
Commodore King, which arrived at the 
Cape of Goo’d Hope the 10th of December 
laft fiorn Madras :

Guns.
Cumberland 74

Full When left , 
Comp. Madras. *c‘ <

Hero 
Mon arc a 
Europe

San Carlos 
Naiade

74 
7° 
64

64
64
5°

750
750

650 
6,50 
670 
650
520

620 
667 
.586 
547 
523 
560

165
124
231

. Died 
bn paf 

29 
37 
82 
43

129
103
96

42
24
21

7 
of the

463
------  32 240 170 33
The Accounts rcprclcnt, that many

240 3,3

people which were not abfolutely in the 
furgeon’s lift, were nearly incapable of duty. 
Several of the Ihips buried from 40 to 60 
men that were wounded in the late action 
with Suffrein, or were difeafed at that time; 
fo that this part of the Atiatic fquadron has 
fullered more confiderably than any fleet laft
war.

24. The town was yefterday thrown into 
a very great ferment, by one of the moft ex­
traordinary incidents that ever happened in 
the annals of hillory. — Some robbers, hav­
ing got out of the fields, over the garden 
wall of the Lord Chancellor’s houfe, in 
Great Ormond-Street, from thence found 
means to get into the area, where they forced 
two bars of the kitchen window, and pro­
ceeding through it up flairs, made their way 
into a room adjoining to his Lordfhip’s 
ftudy. Here they broke open feveral draw­
ers, and at laft coming to that in which tiie 
Great Seal of England is depolitcd, they took 
it out of a bag in which it was kept, and 
carried it off, together with two filver-hilted 
fwords, and about 34 guiueas in monev

25. The King went to the houfe of Peers, 
and gave the Royal affent to 17 public and 
fix private bills; after which his Majefty put 
an end to’the prefent feffion of Parliament, 
by this moft gracious fpcech from the 
Throne.

“ My Lords and Gentlemen,
On a lull conlideration of the prefeat 

fituation of affairs, and of the extraordinary 
cireumftances which have produced it, I am 
induced to put an end to this feffion of Par­
liament : I feel it a duty, which I owe to 
the conftitution and to the country in fuch a 
fituat.ion, to recur as fpeedily as poffi bJe to 
the fenfe of my people, by calling a new 
Parliament.

“ I truft that this meafure will tend to 
obviate the mifehiefs arifing from the unhap­

py
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py divifions and diftraftions which have 
lately fubfifted ; and that the various impor­
tant objects which will require confideration 
may be afterwards proceeded upon with lei's 
interruption, and with happier efledi.

I can have no other objeft, but to pre­
serve the true principles of our free and 
happy conftitutioh,and to employ the powers 
entrufted to me by law for the only end for 
which they were given, the good of my 
people.”

The Earl of Mansfield, as fpeaker of the 
Hottfe of Lords, by his Majefby’s command, 
then fa id :

“ My Lords and Gentlemen,
“ It is his Majefty’s royal will and plea- 

fure, that this Parliament be prorogued to 
Tuefday the fixth day of April next, to be 
then here holdcn, and this Parliament is ac­
cordingly prorogued,to Tuefday, the fixth 
day of April next.”

26. The Parliament was this day diffolved 
by proclamation ; the writs blued out for a 
new Parliament are returnable on the 18th 
of May next.

PROMOTIONS.
William Frafer, Stephen Cottrell, and 

jEvan Nepean, E.fqrs. to be Commiffioners 
for executing the office of Keeper of the 
Privy-Seal.

MARRIAGES.
John Boyd, Efq. to Mil's Harley, youngeft 

daughter of the Rt. Hon. Thomas Harley. — 
William .Chefhire, Efq. of the office of Ord­
nance, to Mil's Scragg. of Savage-gardens.— 
The Rev. Dr. Jebb, Canon of Chrift-Church, 
Oxford, to Mrs. Mvddleton, of Windlor.— 
William Efdaile, Efq. banker in Lombard- 
ftreet, to Mil’s Jefferies.

BIRTH S.
Countefs of Aylesford of a fon.—Lady 

St. John, of a fon.
BEAT II S.

The Rev. Owen Jones, Prebendary of 
Sutton, aged 79.-—Jofeph Wright, Efq. of 
Romford, Effex,aged 84.—PinckneyWilkin- 
fon,Efq.member ofParliament forOid-S’arum, 
aged 91.——The Right Hon. Sir Thomas 
Sewell, Knt. M ilter of .the Rolls. — Charles 
Garth, Efq. one of his Majefty’s Commif­
fioners of Excife.----- The Right Hon. the
Countefs Dowager of Litchfield.------In the
8,5th year of her age, the Rt, Hon, Lady 
Holmes, reli&ofthe Rt. Hon. Lord Holmes, 
late Governor of the Hie of Wight.----Mrs.
Perrott, relidl of the late. Baron Perrott.—— 
At Alnwick, Hugh Rowland Hughes, Gent, 
aged 114 years, 11 months, and 27-days.----
The Rev. Dr. Franklin, formerly fellow of 
Trinity College, Cambridge, and Greek 
Profeifor in that univerfity, one of his Ma­
jefty’s Chaplains in ordinary.—Mr. Barrett, 
of Yarmouth, in the 100 th year of his age. 
— Rear Admiral Thorpe Fowke.

BANKRUPT S.
Ann Partridge and William Iliffe, of Fri- 

day-ftreet, carriers—RobertWood, of Broad-*  
ftreet, Ratcliff, linen-draper—William Der­
nier, of the Strand, hardwareman----John
Hanis, of Afhford, Derbyshire, dealer----
Fidd,e Hclmken and Sarah Bricklefs, of 
Eaft-Smithfield, fugar-refiners — John Lloyd, 
of Bandy-leg-walk, Southwark, baker—— 
Jofeph Bewley, of Hefket, New Market, 
Cumberland, mercer—Robert Throckmor­
ton-Perkins, of Hutingdon, apothecary—— 
Thomas Turner, of Southampton, inn-hold­
er —May ion Wright, of Kingiion upon 
Hull, merchant — Luke Kent, of Portfmouth, 
printer—Thomas Taylor, of Kingfland- 
road, brickmaker and victualler—Joachim 
Gerhard Peters, of Mahfel-ftreet, Goodman’* 
Fields, merchant—Robert Bragg, of Gran­
tham, Lincolnfhire, linen-draper----Jofeph
More,,of Chandos-ftreet, filk-mcrcer—Jona­
than Sedgwick and Thomas Sedgwick., of 
Budge-row, ironmongers—Samuel Fletcher, 
of St. Martin’s-lane, wine and brandy-mer­
chant—John Bullock, of Great Marlow, 
Bucks, ltationer-*-Chriftopher  Earl, of Bir­
mingham, dealer—William Hutchins, of 
Ludgate-ftreet, merchant----Benjamin Jea-
vons, of Stourport, Worcefterlhirc, linen and 
woolen-draper —Benjamin Haigh, of Out­
line in Longwood, 111 the parilh of Hud­
dersfield, Yorkfliire, inn-keeper and mer­
chant----William Jolley, of Dorfet-ftiect,
Spitalfields, grocer—Philip Green, of Mere, 
Wilts, miller----James Dunbar, of Briftol,
merchant—John Hewitt, of Blue-Houfe, in 
the parilh of Walhingtcn, Durham—Wil­
liam Barker, of Bewdley, Worcefterlhirc, 
grocer—Richard Bellian, of Wigan, check- 
manufafturer—Shubael Gardner, of Crown 
Court, St. George in the Eaft, Middlefex, 
merchant and mariner—Jofeph Mayfon, of 
Compton-ftreet, grocer.

CERTIFICATES granted.
Judah Samuel, of Wendover, Bucks, tan­

ner—John F,elding, of Paternofter-row, 
London, bookfeller—Alexander Rofs, of 
Ironmonger-lane, faHor—Mary Dare, of the 
Minori.es, oil and colour-woman —Richard 
Machell, of Liverpool, wine-merchant— 
John Hudfon, ofEaft Redford, Noitingham- 
Ihire, inn-holder —David Terry, of Coleinan- 
ftreet-buddings, merchant—OfweR Truefit, 
of Woodftqck-ftreet, Hanover-fquare, ftable- 
keepcr—Jofeph Bradley and Robert Brad­
ley, Abingdon-ftreet, coal-merchants—Mark 
Ridgeway, of Ironmonger-lane, Irifti faftor 
and broker—John Sanders, of St. Paul, 
Shadwell, mariner—Edward Eagleton, of 
Bifhopsgate-ftreet, tea-dealer----- Stephen
Northoule, of Leeds, inn-holder—John 
Foothcad, of Jamcs-ftreet, Covent-garden, 
bricklayer—James Farloe, of Birmingham,, 
dealer—cWilliam Burlton, of Danhead , St. 
Mary, Wilts, merchant—William Beck and 
Peter Beck, of Warrington, cornfaclors.

Minori.es
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